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INFORMATION ON LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY SERVICE IN POLAND

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES

cie Szkoly Wyzsze Krystyna Remerowa
Warsaw, No 7/8, 19

The university libraries were representative of Polish sclentific libraries
before World War II. Of the approximately 8 million volumes in scientific 1i-
braries in prewar Poland, university libraries had about 2 ,796,028, plus
about 200,000 items in specisl collections. No uniform plan was followed to
meet the general needs of Polish science; each university had its special
Plans and ambitions.

During the last 10 years, the number of scientific libraries has grown
and their stodts have multiplied. In 1939, the Rocznik Statystycz
{5mall Statistical Yearbook) listed 28 institutions of higher learning, only
22 of which had scientifie libraries, containing a total of 2,941,000 volumes.
In 1954, there were 31 school libraries under the Ministry of Higher Education
vith a total of 6,925,335 volumes and 40L,000 items in special collections.

The following table shows the number of volumes in libraries of higher
. schools.
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Some centralization in the supply of books to lidraries has been made 1in
the network of libraries of the Chief Technical Organization, the Ministry of
Conmunication, and the Ministry of Health.

The problem of supplying the libraries with books and periodlcals by the
commercial distribution apparatus has still not been fully resolved. Despite
improvements in this Tield, Dom Ksiazki [publishing house] still ums not de-
veloped a system to assure the librariec a steady supply of items currently
published in Polard. An especially serious defect is the inefficiency of
Ruch [distribution agency] in supplying the libraries with foreign periodi-
cals.

There has been a great increase in the international exchange of publi-
cations. The Office for the Internatlonal Exchange of Publications of the
National Library (Biuro Miedzynarodowe Wymlany Wydawnictw przy Bibiiolcce
Narodowe3) has made considerable increases each Year in the numbzr or -
mestic and international addresses on its mailing list. 1In 1952, there
was an increase of 1,354 apg in195% an increase of 44 new Interna.lousi
addresses to the 1!»,125 on the mailing list in 1951. There was al:s .. ip=
crease of 50 in 1952 and 37 in 1953 to the 1,400 domeutic addressces o tiw
list in 1951,

The networks of libraries of the vurious econowic Sectors, es, el .lly
their technieul libraries heve been especielly uctive 1a the growc. of nev
special librarles and ia planned supjly of domestlie und internatlion.s) publi-
cations. The legal regulations of 1953 on the organization of veealional
libraries constitute =a significant accomplishrent. There are now sbout
50 special sclentific and technical libraries in the lar:e network of voca-
tionul libraries in the country.

Poland now has 427 special seientific 1ibraries with u total of 5,235,000
volumes.,

Catalogulng in many libraries is re.ither co.plele nor uuiforn, alivhough
great improvements have been irade. 12034 of the more important libraries in
Foland have at least the greater portion of their collections catalogued.,

Publication ot bibliographic ‘nformation has been systematized under
a network of organizations coordinated by 2 center in the Fationsl Library.
The center publishes and distributes bibliographic inforuation on materials
in various libraries.

The Central Institute of Scientific and Technicul Documentation (Cen-
tralny Instytut Dokuwientne ji rlaukowo-t;echnicze,j), usitz funds zranted for
the jurpose, has developed o bibliographic information apparatus which is
imrortant for the field of tectinical studies. Recenily, the Polish Acadeny
of Sciences started a further expansion of the Center for Biblio ruphy and
LE Nedvenine ) s ecially in the Clelds
of general sclentific knowledge and the exact sciences.

A great need vhich hus not bLeen fully realized is that of central cate-
loguing. Furthermore, ticic are still many private collections which do net
appear in wuy bibliographies.

A beginningtoward central cataloguing for all of Poland has been made
in practicaliy atl libraries of the main higher schools, which are incormor-
ating collections of individual school divisions into a centrul 5Cho0) .t
logue, In over 1,500 such divisions, there is a total of 2.5 million volumes,
cataloguing of which is to be concentrated in 65 centers to ke them more
raadily available to scientific workers.
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Great progress is being made in microfilming the more valuable works. The
center of this operation is in the National Library and, in addition,libraries
and archives such as the Ossolineum, the university libraries in Wroclaw and
Poznan, the Scientific Soclety of Torun, and the archives in Warsaw and Poznan
do microfilm work. Microfilming on an interlibrary basis is done by the Mi-
crofilm Station (Stacje Mikrofilmowa) of the National Livbrary, which also
publishes a catalog of microfilm materials.

Expansion of old and construction of nev libraries is progressing slowly
but continually.

The Institute of Library Knowledge {Instytut Bibliotekoznawstwa) is
now being organized in the National Library. The institute will have, as
its four basic library functions, the organizations of & sclentific work-
shop (bibliographies, general and specisml catalogues, card files, ete. ),
the popularization of knowledge, the study of reading habits, and the ex-
change of library experiences and technology. It will be the [irst center
of organized scientific work on library science. Heretofore, only the
Commission for Bibliography and Librarv Knowledge (KomisJa Bibliografii i
Bibliotekoznawstwa), organized in 1953 by the Wroclaw Sclentific Socizty,
did organized work on lidrary science. The commission works closely with
Wroclaw University Library.

The scientific libraries' organ, Przeglad Bibliotecz , 1is published
by the Association of Polish Librariaus ]Stowarzyszenie Bibliotekarzy Pol-
skitch). Another publication of this association is Bibliotekarz, which
serves various other library networks.

Problems on bibliographic theory are covered in the Biuletyn Istytutu
Biblicgraficznego Biblioteki Nerodowe (Bulletin of the Bibliographical
Institute of the National Library). Many libraries are publishing ace
quisition lists; the Biuletyn Informacxj y Osrodka Bibliografii i Dokumentaczi
PAN (Information Bulletin of the Bibliography end Documentation Center of The
Pol'ish Academy of Sciences) is the most recent publication of this type to appear.

Various programs and courses have been started for training librarians.
The problem of training staffs for scientific libraries is a key problen.
Its solution depends on whether libraries receive the residue of other
professions or whether they receive fully qualified and well-trained pro-
fessional librarians.

REVIEW OF BOOK ON SCIENTIFIC LIBRARIES

cie Szkoly Wyzszej Piotr Kaltenberg
Warsaw, No 6, 19
The recent work, Wykaz Polskich Bibliotek Naukowych Wedlug Specjalizacii
(A List o' Polish Scientific Libraries According to Subject), is listed im

Biuletyn Instytutu Bibliograficznego (Bulletin of the Bibliographic Institute),
Vol IV, No 3, second edition, National Library, Warsaw, 1953, page 156. The
work contains & listing of 749 libraries (mostly scientific), with a total of
20 million volumes. The book does not cover vocational libraries (mostly
technical), since these are the concern of the Central Inmstitute of Sciantific
and Technical Documentation.
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LIBRARIES IN THE SERVICE OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

cie Szkoly Wyzsze Helena Drzazdrzynska
Warsaw, No 6, 19

The S5GP1S [Szkola Glowna Planowania i Statystyki, Main School of
Planning and Statistics] library offers a typical example of library
service available to colleges and universities. Tt now has 220,000
catalogued volumes » Which ineclude material in the fields of history,
economic thought, political economy, specific ecomomics, history of the
worker movement, economic history, and economic geography. It also has
a textbook collection of 37,000 volumes. This textbook collection includes
classic works on Mnrxism-Leninism, literature required and recomzended by
the school faculties, various publications in related subjects, and other
works.

To meet the specific needs of students and of sclentific workers ; the
library has two reading rooms. The scientific reading room is served by the
library's main collection, which is alphabetically and systematically .uta-
logued and is available only in the company of a library worker. The roocu
also has special subject card files. At present, the library serves the
scientific worker by offering bibliographic advice and bibliographic re-
search of a scientific character.

A select catalogue of 20,000 items serves the students in the general
reading room. A greater portion of this catalogue includes required and
recomnmended reading for the students in higher economic schools , the more
outstanding popular-science works, works of a Journalistic character (espe~
clally on politicel and social problems}, and documentary materiale on public
life, such as instructions, statutes, and regulations.

Besides the select catologue for the use of the general reading room,
special subject card files have been made available. These include
literature on special and important problem topics.

The bibliographic information Service was organized et the library in
1949. Besides its information service, it is now engaged in compiling a
bibliography on the development of planning in Poland over the last 10
years.

Other informationel services, such as exhibits and special staffs to
aid readers in all branches of the library, are also available. However,
the library does not compile bibliographies for dissertations.
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