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1, The following Protestant clergymen have besn arrested in Bast Ggrmamy: Pastor
Gestrich (fnu), of Brandenburg, &hd Youth Pastor Schumemn (fnu) of Zwickeu,
Saxony, who have been sentenced to 12 years and six years imprisomment re- '
spectively, for alleged "Boykotthetze"; Student Pastor Hamel (fnu) of Halle;
Paster Winterhaber (fnu), of Hohenauén bei Rathenow (district secretary of
‘the Ecumenical movement)j Youth Pastor Reinhold @sorge,of the Markenkirche

* . . in Fast Berlin; professor of theology Abend (fnu), of the University of
. . Halle; Pastor Althausen and an umnnsmed student of theology of the Humboldt
Universitys ‘and the synod member Yurt Griubaumy, Minister Nuschke®s referee
/for ohureh matters, - '

2o The free movemept of clergymen. between the eastern zone and East Berlin has '
been severedly réstricted since ldke..Jnmusrye Iwo east-zome pastors who
bfficlate iy East Berlin by nomination of the church administration, under

-jpolice’ supervision,. have been unable to obtain entry permits from & magistrata..

3. Qreat diffioulties ere created for the Evangelical Church in administrative
mattérs, especially in the collection of church dues. Public collectlons
formerly oould be. taken four times a year, bubt now only twice a year. This

sens ‘& loss of 600,000 to 800,000 TM for the church. The dedustion of church

dues from wages also is no longer allowed. It ia feared that the church
colleotions may be donfismcated, as they wers under the Third Reich, and

diverted to unknown state or party purposesa . .

4o !h%eyouthful community is subjected to the greatest pressure. Its members are

- interrogated individually and harassed, and a good many arrests have been made.
The main ground of conflict here appears to be that khese members are umwilling
to let themselves be emrolled in the mational srmy. The aim of the east-zoms
authorities is to eliminate the influensce of the chursh entirely, because they

ized that they will not be able to misuse it as a stats slurch.
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‘The abtack ig dirested against the Evengelical Church in the first instance

because the Catholic Bhurch has a much smaller membership than the
Bvangelical in the Bastern Zone. It is expected, however, that an attack
on the Catholic Church will commence soon.
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