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‘;g,ygg’ Conditions at Krasnogorsk
grigea and Ava;;abilitx of Gox;sumer Goods

1. There was a marked improvement in the standard of living in the Krasno-

gorsk ares following the 1947 currency reform,
generally decreased by this move, the Soviet population experienced

25X1

Although prices were

some very hard times immediately after the reform, as basic items such

25X1. prices,
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a8 bread had previocusly been rationed in limited quantities at lower
In fact, the improvement which set in after the price reform
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followed an irregular course. _ Some subsequent price cuts were mora
effective than others. Moreovsr, some price reduction laws were
followed by an inecrease of production norms at Plant No. 393.

Prices.of .consumer goods sold in Krasnogorsk stores and markets were
generally the same as in Moscow, Krasnogorsk could be considered a
suburb of Moscow in thig respect. TFerhaps a few articles sold in
Krasuogorsk State stores were occasionally a few kope'= ; MOYe eXe .
pensive than in Moscow. The only noticeable difference concerned
open-market prices. Moscow open markets sold some items at lower
prices because they were larger, and thus the scene of move compatition,

Recent price cuts introduced in Krasnogorsk primarily affected luxury
items such as wine and vodka and had 1ittle effect on basic food
products., The loecal Soviet population regarded this developmeant with
dissatisfaction,

There was some variation in the availability of goods in NHoscow and
in Krasnogorsk. It was ginple to obtain medium-and goud-quality
guit material in Moscow. Only cheap material was available in
Eragnogorsk., It was also apparent that some goods which previously
had Dbeen readily available in Krasnogorsk were diffioult to obtain
thers after 1950, This was particularly true of textile goods. -
Butter and some meat products wers also seldom available locully
1950, although they been reiatively abundant P -

years,

Soviet A%ﬁitudes toward Standard of Living
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Some, maybe mosdyof the Soviet workers and employees at Plant No. 393
avidently realized thai living conditions in Western Burope were better
than in the Soviet Union. This wag ospeclally true of Lormer
Osturbeiter [ﬁbvietﬂ employed in Germany during the wqgﬁfwho Tavorably
conpared their living condltions in Germany during the war with

presant conditions in the Seviet Union. )

- On the other hand, undoubtedly a good reroentage of the Soviet

population believed that they enjoyed i d of living
than inhabitants of Western countries, & poor Soviet
family whose son was perving as an army officer in the GDR. As he .
mailed them meny packeges of various products from Germany, this
family realized that congumer goods were readily available there,
probably more available than in the USSR. Nevertheleasn, they ool
sidered these goods td be expensive and believed thet workers in the
GDE lived under worge oonditions then workers in the Soviet Union,

1

former memberg of the Soviet Army who had

"l
S “selved an Germany after the war 8ll siaid that they had been

impreSseﬁ_!iih_ihﬂ_znnd1houeing and clothing of the Germen population,
However, impressions gained abroad had little J1am
Tluence on the average Soviet below & certain educational level. The

average Soviet man was little concerned with some comforts of life
which we take for granted. He was satisfied if he merely had a bed

‘end 8’ pimple wardrobe-in his home. He wag main in-

eating well and having. encugh to drink. if the
wages of the average Soviet worker were suddenly increased to the
level. of Western European wages, he would squander it all on food
and liquor.,

SECREY

Approved For Release 2006/12/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001300070006-3



Approved For Release 2006/12/05 : CIA-RDP80-0081OA001300070006-3“A

¢ i 5 ¢ (‘ & o . ! i
25X1

SECRET
-3

8, The Soviet women were different.,. It wag astounding to see how well
© 4hey dressed with the 1ittle money they had at their disposal.
.They evidenily even cut down on their eating in order to dress =
Little better.

Housing

9o - The German speciaiisﬁs lived in a group of apartment buildings which
: belonged to Plant No. 333, Many Soviet workers and employees lived
in the same type of apartment building. These were two-story buildings,

25X1 sach containing eight apartments. They contained two standard types
of apartments. One consisted of a kitchen, a toilety and four rooms
25X1 which were 18, 16, 11,and 11 square mebera in pize. The second Lype
§ of apartment conalhted of & kitchen, a tollet, a small room {five
25X B square meters). set aside forybut not used as,a bath, snd three rooms.

<ﬁﬂu&h_ware 175 165,and 15 aquare meters in size. |

in an 1Bmsquare~metew room in the first type of apertmen |
25X1 ) shareq hhe kitchen and toilet facilities with
: -inhabifants o s apartment. | ipaid nont '

25X rubles for rent, 11 rubles for heat,and three rubles for Water

10. Although the German specialists by no means had spacious sccommodations,
25X1 we were not packed in as tightly as Soviet families. As many as -
‘four Germans lived in two roomm, 16 and five square meters in sise.
However, it was not unoommon for six Soviets to live in a 16~squarem
meter rooms. The Sovied plant workers and employess complained about
their poor housing, their dixty, crowded aperimenis.

11. The higher plant officlalsyes well as army officers from s nearby
garrigon, lived in apartment buildings whioh were far hetter Ffurnished
‘abd mainteined than those inhabited by common workers. Furthermore

25X1 . : tainly wexre allotted more ] g wpace. For example,
one Soviet family of three lived in two 11-square-mater
25X1 TOGNE . , ‘
25X 1 12, Boviet tenants paild less rent for the same epace than aid the German
spealaliste, presumably hagause they lived wuuder more orowded condi-
biong.

13, A coneiderable smount of housing was oconstructed in Krasnogorak in
- recent years.. This construction inoluded not only o large number
© of apartment bulldings of the etandard type,as deseribed eariler;
: but alse many emall private bungalows. Theee bungalows were
25X1 ~ Tinnish prefabricated houses;as wall as frame houses of Soviet oone
struotions The latter houses were ons~story etruotuwae with external
. dimensions of five by mix metors.| I+
25X1 such houses consigsted of nothing more than one rouﬁ |

sueh a house cost 10,000 rubles,

A tew people in the town 1ived in privately owned houses which they
had inherited. hegse property owners rented rooms at very high
rates. a tenant paid 100 rubleq per month for a roon

elght or nine square meters in slze.

25X1 14.

Corruption

15. Bribery and peity corruption were extremely common occurrences at
© Plant No. 393. Plant authorities did not regard such delinquencies

in too serious a light, perhaps because they themselves had to cover
up for illicit setivities. However, Party members were evidently
not as susceptible to bribery as the general population. They were
evidently under strict diseipline in this regard, For example, the
female chief of the guard detachment inm our housing syes borrowed
money from me for a perlod of about six monthe. She wes in
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financial difficulty as she had to pay for the upkeep of her
nusband in a tuberculosis sanitorium, Party authorities got wind
" of this practice. he woman was a Party member. Party officials
hen interrogated this woman regarding these loans. )
the woman was cleared

16,

it was an accephted practice to ofler a shop Dboss
something in revurn for his services in filling a production order,
A nashalpik would have been unable to fulfill his shop?!s plans if
he 4id not "play ball" with {this system.

17. The Soviet employees who inspected ppartments eagerly accepted
bribes. A few rubles or a package of cigarettes were suffioient
to seal the lips of an inspector 1f he caught you using a hot plate
illegally. The guards who were supposed to accompany us on trips
to Moscow would also look the other way if they were offered five
or ten rubles.

Foreign Radio Broadcasts

18,

" it is noteworthy that Soviet plant employees wers very wnterested
in buying radios from German specialists when the latter were
repatriated. TPhey were always particularly concerned about the
phort-wave reception of the radios they purchased.

19, Most Soviet eitizens purchasing radioz in the local store bought

“Baltika" models esquipped with short-wave reception. ‘The "Uval"

nodel, which was next in demand, was alsogj:::::f::::]aquipped to

* poceive short-wave broadcssts. More radfos were ou sale in 1949
in Kraanogporsk stores than in lafer yesrs.

20, all spartments in large aparitmeut huildings in
Trasnogorsk were equipped with lond-speaker netwerk outlets. The
Finnish prefabricated houses were probably the only dwellings not
connected to the loud-speaker network, At any rate, it was an
established fact that every aparitment |was farnished
with such an outlet.

21, |an increasine interest in television in the Krasnogorsk area.

gome seven or ¢ight television sets were to be
"Tound in the town,to judge hy the number of television aerials.

| Commentss ptatements present almost no

Ll
general information on Soviet piant operabions ard workine conditions which
has not been previously reported in this series. l |

produciion norms 10T
Soviet wor Te sometimes raLsel soon arser the watredustion of price
reductions

" SECRET

Approved For Release 2006/12/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001300070006-3



