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1. The Central Committee of the Partito Comunista Italiano (PCI; Italian
Communist Party) recently sent a circular to the Provincial PCI Federa=- -
tions entitled "Our Election Cempaign egainst Swindling, Corruption, and
Blackmail"®,

2, It revesled that in the past elections, the adverseries of the PCI, parti-
cularly the Christian Democrats, were able to obtain votes from the more
beackward part of the electoral body by means of intimidation, blackmeil,
corruption and trickery. The circular goes on to sey that these means
would be very useful in this election. To avoid this, it is necessary '
for the "democratic® parties to arouse the indignation of the magses and
to mobilize them against those who apply these methods,

3. In order to fight and denounce them,it is necessary to study the various
methods used by the sdverseries, among which the principal ones are:
blackmailing at one's place of work, religious intimidetion, and corrup-
tion with packages of paste and 1,000 lire notes. The fundamentel basis
of Communist electoral propaganda must be the demunciation of these methods;
meintaining that "economic and religlous intimidation, corruption and trickery"
are all crimes reportable to the judicial authorities.
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