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In late May 1953, the regiments of the lst VFPL Div had generslly complisted
training with Yek-18s and subsequently with Yak-lls, Only a few pllots

gt11l practiced with these two aircraft types with which each student pilot
must pass an exemination. In Cotibus, between 17 and 24 Hay, Soviet flight
instructors made practice flights in eight U-MiG-158 with VP pilots i1 the
student seat. In Bautzen on 26 May, no I'iG-15 or U-l1iG-15 were as yet
availsble, slthough the runvay was completed and the first MiG-1l5s ware

due %o arrive by 24 !ay. In Dresden-Klotzsche, no jet planes had been used
for practice Tlights prior to 26 Vay. To date, the three VFL regiment:= have
not conducted any joint exercises with unite of the Soviet Air Force :or

have cross-country flights been made to airfields occupied by the Soviet

Air Force. Flight training has only involved cross-couniry flights of a
range not exeeding 75 lm, without intermediate landings, or approximately

as far as the nearest VPL airfileld. As only practice flights were made by the
1st VPL Div, the planes were issued only smell quantities of fuel making an
escape impossible and control by radar sets apparently unnessary. No
training with weapons, air-to-ground firing or bembing was observed. Previously,
studert pilots had not recelved any prsctice with the carbines. +

Candidates for & new pilot training course were not available. It appeared,
however, that the training of new student pilots was envisaged. On 23 ey,
former pilots of the German Alr Ferce were inspected as to their fitaces

for flying. | |30 former Gerran pilots were to be retrained
in a short course. However, only 23 candidates were inspected by a comnlssion
monsisting of Soviet medical officers and the medical officer of the VPL
divisicn. Fifteen of the candidates were found fit, | | 30
experienced flinrs were required as corvanding officers of VFL unite, as
replacerents for .."flcers who were te be released for health reessons or
because they were believ:? politicslly unreliable. The iraining course for
these officers was to be helu In Kamenz, at first with Ysk-18s and, after
August, vith ¥iG-15s. 2
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Contrary to the practi-e previously followed in the Gerrman Air Force,
where the best pilots were retalned as instructors, in the VPL
students were made flight instructors who were unsuited for piloting
MiG-158. Included among the student pilots were men who did not sel
great store in flying a MiG-15, preferring to pilot a conventional
pleton plane which they believed %o be a much easier job.

The 100 one-seater and two-seater jet planes which had been sent to (otibus
werse eyrineivalv consiened to VPL units. | |

the MiG~15 and U-MiG-15 planes had been taken over I tnlo
Tst VPL Div in nmid-May 1953, and that_the first MiG-155 had been assembled
by ground personnel of the division.

Parachuting was not included in the pilot training program. This was
attributed to & desire to avoid pilots abendoning their planes prematurely.
The previously reported parachute jumpe wers planned totest new parachutes
of Cerman make, However, no information has been recelved that paraghuting
was actually conducted. The "Dovidat® rarechute unit, issued parachutes to
the flying personnel but the parachutes had to be turned in again at the
end of flying activity. %

The 3rd VFL Regt was stationed at Bautzen asirfield. The commanding oificer
of this regiment, Captain Sedlaczek (fru) was relieved a faw days béfore

24 May by Senicr Lieutenant Knoeppel (fnu) of the same roginent . 5 The
runway at the field, which allegedly had a length of 1,800 meters ard a
width of sbout 60 meters, was entirely covered with runvay mats by gbout
nid-May 1953. In late May, work continued on the taxiway which was to D2
covered with runwey mats, width of which was to be 12 meters. The se¢heduled
econstruction of barracks buildings and hangars had not been startesi‘ nrior %o
2/, May. Only some temporary buildings were available at the field., ~

The 24 VPL Regt was stationed at Kewenz airfield, It had to transfs=r to
Dresden-Klotzsche as the runwey mats on Kemenz airfield had to be removed
becguse of the swampy subsoil. Kamenz alrfield was suitable only for
initial training with Yak-18s. There was no air activity or flight
instruction during late vay 1953. The barracks installetions at Kamenz
included & building which housedsa school for technicians being trained in
accordance with Soviet methods.

The flight personnel of the 23 VFL Regt practiced at Dresden-Klotzsche .
airfield. A bus from Kamenz was observed parked at Dresdern-Klotzsche. “'

The technical supply division was stationed in Augustusbad in late May
1953, 7 Sonnenstein near Pirna was also occupied by VFL, allegedly for
research purposes. B No information has been received that leipzig-Mockau
and Schkeuditz alrfields are to be occupied by VPL., There were rumers that
the division headquarters from Cottbus was to be transferred to Bavizen or
Drewitz.

One supply battalion each was assigned to the three VFL regimenta,
The three battalions were mot merged into one regiment ncr were they
controlled by a central agency of the VFL division. However,
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25X1 [ ]a special technical headquarters was being organized in
Bautzen. Thie headquarters, which was directly aasigned to the Supreme
Comrmand of the VFL, moved to Augustusbad on 24 April 1953. Major Baldagus
{fnu), forrerly cormanding officer of the 3rd Supply Do in Bauizen, was
appointed commanding officer of this technical headquarters. Captain Zeeck
(fnu) succeeded lajor Baldamus as C.0. of the 3rd Supply Bn at Bautzon.

10. The signal gehe~” of the VFL, which was directly subordinate to the VFL.
hendquarters in Jchannisthal, was headed by Senior Lieutenant Schaefer
(fru). In January 1953, the signal school moved to Augustusbed from where

25X1 it was then transferred to Kamenz in April 1953. Officer candidates vere also
trained at this school. After graduating from ite courses the officer

25X1 ILandidates were promoted with the rank of lieutenant.] —

25X1

training c~urse on tactics, aerial navigatlon and righver conur—l
Tmetrads was to be started at the school in June 1953.

11. The conmz_un.u.a_ar_ma_let VFL Div received their mail via post ofiice
boxes .

25X1 | |

25X1
25X1

12. As reported previously, the organization of new VFL units and the occtipation
of new sirfields, which were originally planned for August 1953, were
postponed to 1954, allegedly because of financial difficulties. ‘

25X1 13. the Soviets
still exercised authority over all questlons paruailll activiuy
within the 1st VPL Div btut that .all other activity is regulated by the
German officials. 25X1
u!—c
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25X1 15.

16. Runuay mats, each 3.04 meters long and 3Y cm wide, arrived from Zwickhu
and Leipzig from an unknown consigner. They were packed in piles of 2
plates, esch pile weighing 600 kilos. The runway and taxiway &t Bautaen
airfield were covered with these grass green runway mats, the longitudinal
sides of which had punched holes and hooks, about 10 cm apart, for
attachment., The runway had 19 of these plates laid side-by-side. An average
length of 150 to 180 meters was covered every day. The number of workars

25X1 involved in this project was not known. 15

17.- VFL recruite were previocusly given basic military training at the Schnol
1500" in Kamenz, for a period of about 3 months, During that period, 2

decision was reached in regards to the recruit's qualification as a pilet,
motor vehicle driver etc. Prior to February 1953, recruits were inspected
as to their fitness for flying by a Soviet cormission from Xamenz. An
officer training course in Augustusbad started on 1 December 1952 and
allegedly was to last half & year, The program of this course included
about 30 lessons on chemical warfare agents. The pilots were EM, NCOs and
officers.

18. The Noffke Signal Battalion did not perform G-2 funetions at the VFL

headquerters but was responsible for telephone communication, issul
25X1 cods designations for individual installations every 4 weeks.
25X1 iﬁ G-2 section existed at the Ministry of the Interior. *

25X1 1. :,MQE&E The information on the status of training of the VL
pllots of the lst VPL Div agrees with previous reports

25X1 [ |from Cottbus, Pautzen and Kemenz airfields.
25X1 2o |:|_§ng§§_‘_t& This is the first information on retraining by fortwer
German pilote in short flight courses. On sccount of the fact that
25X1 commanding officers of VFL units were previously selected mostly on the

ground of their poiitical rellsbility it appears credible that expori anced
officers of the former German Alr Forte are to be utilized at an incileased
rate, This measure is expected to increase the morale of the VFL partonnel.

25X1 3. [___lcomment, The arrival of MiG-15s at Cottbus sirfield was previcusly
reported, N
25X1 4o :bgmqg&l Parachute jumps were repeatedly observed in Cottbus,

particularly in early May 1953, Ceptain Dovidat is known to be the commanding
officer of the parachute secticn in Cottbus. He 1is said to be also the chief
of & special training course at the mechanics school of the division in Kamenz,
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5 | |Cammeuta Information on the improvement work at Bautzen airfield

25X1 has been repeatsdly received. The statements as to the dimensions of thé
auxiliary runvcy apprroximately agree | |
25X1 However, it is belleved that the runway is slightly longer than 2,000 melers.

The information that the commanding officer of the 3rd VFL Regt was relieved
by Senlor Lieuterant Knoepfel is received for the first time. Knoepfei was
25X1 previously known to be the adjutant of the regiment.

25x1 6. [____lComment, The training at Dresden-Klotzsche airfield cf elements (:f
the 24 VPL Regt from Kamenz airfield has been previously reporied severnl

times. The unit left Dresden-Klotzeche in early June 1953. |

25X1 7. |Gompent, The organizstion of a speecizl technical heatquarters Lo
which the threse technlcal supaly battalipns are subordinate has been
25X1 reported previously,| | Captain Zeeck is reporikd

for the first time.
25X1 8. Comment, According to availeble information, a construction buremu
for the futwre Bast Germen aircraft industry is stationsd ai Sonnensteln
Castle near Pirna, vhere special courses in signel communications,
meteorology and engineering ave also held,

25x1 P. | Comment, The VFPL operztions staff from Berlin-kohannisthel was

transferred to Cottbus. |  25x1
25x1 10, [ |Gomment, Information on the signal school of the VFL end on Augustusbad

was previously received, | | 25x1
Sendor lLieutenant Schaefer was previously reported as the scheduled chief of
the VPL signal schoul. - This iz the first 25X1
information that Scmmersc 16T O & rader section.

25X1 11,

25X1 12, | |

25x1 13, [___J]Comment., The correctness of these statements camnct be determined. If
they are correct, they would account for the tralning of former members
of the German Air Force in order to obtain experienced commsoding offieers.
See parsgraph 2 of the present report.

25X1 14, Q@eg_fn Lieutenant Colonel Bitterlich is the chief of staff of
e 1=t VPL Div in Cottbus, The furlough certificate mentionedshows that
VFL persoanel are only permitted to stay in Berlin for the leas%
possible time.

25X1
15, | i |Coxmnent.rg. The statements concerning the runway meis agree with previous
information, except fur the grass green peint which is mentioned for the Tirsi
time, For sketch of rinway mat, See Annex.
156,
25X1
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Cross Secticn of Runway Mats Uged nt Bautzen airrioid
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Top View Showing Kethod of attachment
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Detuil Sketch Showing Arrangement of Holze
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