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1. feeling of dlscontent exists
in Gdynis, emong the Polish seamen. THe eause oI unis is the fact that Soviet sea-
men are effecting large purchases in the Rdlish store *Baltonda®” in Gdynia. This
store was specifically designed for the sale of merchandise to Polish seamen. Pay-
ment is supposed to be made in American doliars. (Polish seamen receive part of
their pay in thise currency). The goods offered are usually of very good quality.

Soviet seamen have obtalned authorization to purchase goods in this store, on an

equal basis, except that payment 1s to be in rubles, which has t

he effect ¢f making

the merchandise ridiculously cheap. This situation had led to friction between the
Soviet and Polish seamen. The Polish seamen feel aggrieved and have protested
through their union. The authorities are anxiously concealing this situation, since

they fear 'that it may gy become a ~sbter for gossip.

2. The same situation exists in Szczecin.

SECRET,/CONTROL - U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY

25X1

STATE | [ARMY | x WA | x[aR 4] )fI“” [ Jaec [ ]

{Note: Washington Distribution Indicated By “X"; Field Distribution By g

Approved For Release 2007/08/04 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004400290007-8



