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Bunkers
1. A camouflaged bunker is located in the southermmost part of the southern outskirts

of Novo Selo village (N L1-U6, E 26-09), the Svilengrad railroad station. It is
immediataly south of the road connecting Novo Selo with the "(Gebran" Quarter of
Svilengrad. The bunker is camouflaged to look like an ordinary village house. It

is about 8 ty 6 meters in size; outside it is distinguished by a layer of unbaked
bricks, unpainted, roofed with red Marseilles tiles, and a little chimey. On

+s wall looking toward the south are apertures (window frames) without glass. On

the west side is a Zy;aan-to. and on the east a little concrete well with pulley

and roof above it. there are two embrasures on the south  25¥{

side of the bunker, almost at ground level, which| lare for
camister shots. The entrance is located on the east side. The bunker was con-
structed by the Germans. 25X1

Approxim tely 200-300 meters south of the above camouflagad bunker and immediately
soutn of the tank ditch running through this area, approxim tely 200 re ters north-
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east of the railroad line, is another concrete bunker. The following sketch shows
the latter type of bunker:
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1. Entrance into bunker; through the cupola.
2, Inside platform of the cupcla.

3. Stairs.

s Central part.

S. Niches for munitions storage.

6. Sleeping quarters.

Te Air ventse.

This is completely built into the earth, with only a cupola about 0,50 meters high

and about two meters in dilameter showing on the surface. The cupola is uncovered

and serves as the entrance into the bunker. From the cupola one goes into the

dome, about l.5 meters deep, which terminates in a platform larger In diameter than
that of the surface., From the inside platform starts the stairway, about 5-6 steps,
into the inside of the bunker which ends iIn & little room about two meters square.

From this little room, ¢ne enters another underground room aboult seven by four meters
in size; this room has three niches, with completely concrete walls, in which the

guard munitions are probably stored. TFrcm this room; there are two doors into a 25X1
third room, about five by two meters in size, in which sleeping accommodations have 25X1
been built. The whole bunker is of reinforced concrete construction, | |

the walls of the cupola are about Z20-30 centimelers thicK. | \ ‘
antiaircraft guns or howitzers are probably located on the platform of the 25X1
cupola, while the underground part of the bunker serves to conceal the crews. There25X1

are a total of three doors inside the bunker | 25X1
[ |25X1
\ | There are two air vents, 25X1
laminated tubes, extending about 20 centimeters above the ground. | Z5X1

these chimneys are not run from the walls of the bunker (as is usually the casz‘5x1
but from the roof, which admits the air directly into the interior of the bunker.
These are located in the roof of the sleeping room of the bunker. The rooms are about
three meters high. There are no embrasures in the bunker. There 1is no barbsd wire
fence or wall enclosing the bunker. The bunker was constructed by the Germans.
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3. Another bunker is lccated south of the road to Mezek village (N Ll-Lk, E 26-05),
Svilengrad Okoliya, about 100 meters west of the place where the rail line crosses
this road, about 200 meters south of the road; and immediately east of a little
road breaking off from the road to Mezek about 100 meters from the railroad line
and continuing almost due south to the vineyrds. This is a reinforced concrete
above-ground bunker; extending about four meters above the pro ‘
long and five meters wide. 25X1

\ | The b e 25X1
|is located on the west side. %gﬁ]

L. - Approximately 300-L00 meters east of the place where the twe roads starting from
the Svilengrad railroad station join and continue as cne to Svilengrad, and about
50 meters nerth of the road, in the middle of a small woods, a bunker is located.
This is a reinforced conerete, above-grcund construction, naturally concealed

the litt.e woods, and is barely visible to a person travelling along the road, 25X1
\ this bunker is absolutely identical to the one described in 20X1

paragrapin 2 above, except that it is completely above ground, It has a direct

entrance on the west side, consisting of metal door. The bunker was con-

strusted by the Germans. here are soldiers in this bunker 25X1

day and night. These soldiers are not subordinate to the Border Guards » but are 25%1

part of the construction scldiers who serve to guard the explogsives depot located 25X1
about 300-l00 meters west of the bunker. \

5. relnforced concrete bunkers in the "Irite Chuki" (The Three Hammers) 25X1
Tocallty (N III-LJié » B 26=08), loosted at the angle formed by the road to Mezek village
end the rallroad line. "Trite Chuki" locality has three hills, located about LOO
meters north of the road to Mezek village, and sbout LOO-500 meters west of the mail-
road lins. The bunkers have bean constructed on the peaks of the hills. The hills
are in & line (southwest to northeast), and their peaks are about 150-200 meters from
each other. Ths read cornecting Nove Salo village with Siva Reka village runs &a the
north and easy side of them. The bunkers are dug into the earth and extend about one
metar above the ground level. They all have two embrasures, cne facing south and one 25X1
facing east. They were constructed bv the Garmana. | |

‘ 25X1

6. Reinforced concrete bunkers are located in the "Suudzhata,” locality, neighboring
cn the north the "Trite Chukl® losality. The bunkers are located on the southern
slcpe of the gilly at this location,which is overgrown with willows and has a small
creek; and about 200 meters west of the two adjacent bridges {road and railroad).
The bunkers are mainly dug into the earth and extend above the ground only about one
meter. They have two embrasures, looking to the scuth end toward the rcad. Another
bunker, exactly like the cthers; has been constructed 200 meters farther wast, on
the same =side of the gmull s

25X1
25X1

7. ‘ ‘fomf or five bunkers of exaotdy the same type as described in para-
graph Z abcve lccated in the "Starite LozyA® (The 0ld Vineyards) lecality (N Ll-Lk,
E 26-08); south of the Svilengrad railroad station and a little above the border 25%1
line; neighboring the "Byalata Prust® (The White Land) locality ( - - 51
\

| [they are in the scuthwesi half of the "Starita_Lgmlecmﬂ.ity. L 1 25x1

they are constructed Z5X1

exactly 1ike the bunkers described In paragraph 2 abova.
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8. ‘ there are almost no strategic heights to cover approaches or 25X1

on which to construct bunkeks or other types of fortification installations in the
area between Mezek village, Svilengrad Okoliya, the Mezek-Novo Selo road, the
Maritsa River, and the border line.

Trenches
9, | | there are an extremely lsrge number of trench lines around 25X
Svilengrad (manned by the Border Guard uchastik) and between Mezek village
(¥ la-hh, B 26-05), Svilengrad Okoliya, and the Maritsa River. | | there25X1
are few places in the area which are free of trenches. ‘ o~
10. | \
25X
Jocation of two lines‘ ‘ 1?255%(11

8. One row of trenches starting at the right bank of the Maritsa River, about 1,500
meters nortlwest of the bridge at Svilengradj they start out toward the west,
go about 100-150 meters north of the bunker described in paragraph L above, then
veer slightly south and cross the road to Svilengrad about 100 meters east of
the place where the two roads from Svilengrad join into onej fram there the
trenches go in a southwest direction, running near the southeast outskirts of

Novo Selo village, then go between the bunkers described ara 9
and stop at the railroad line 25X1

:the trenches are built in a zig-zag fashion; and 25X1

b. Another row starting somewhere north of Mezek village, extending in a zig-zag
fashion toward the north; about two kilometers east o§ 8iva Reka village
(N L1-4§, B 26-0L), they croes the road which connects the village with the  25X1
Istanbul Highway and continue north to Lyubimets village, 3vilengrad Okoliys.

1l. The ﬁrenohea .u'a about 1l-1.2 meters deep and about 0.8
construoted in 1950, ‘

25X1

Barbed Wire Fenoea

12, | |a barbed wire fance has been constructed near the large tank 25X1
ditch, about 100=150 meters north of the diteh and along its total length,

13. two parallel lines of about 5=8 strands of barbed wire were 2°X1
om Meze gey Svilengrad Okoliya, to Nova Levka village (N Ll1-52,

strung
E 26-16), Svilengrad Oxcliya; The 25X1
area between the strands was s an nes. In

1845, the wires were taken down and the minefields were dismantled by military units,
but in spite of this forgottem mines in plagces cause accidents for men and animals.

1h. | |]a new line of barbed wire was being put up dlong the tank 25X1
ditch betwbeh the Maritsa River and the rail line as of 4 July 1953,

Sketch

15. A sketch of the fortifications in the Svilengrad area is enclosed herewith as an
Appendix, page 6. The legend to the Appendix is on page 5.
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Legend to Appendix -5

1. Svilengrad.

2. Novo Selo, Svilengrad Okoliwm .
Svilengrad railroad station.
Sofia-Istanbul railroad line.

. Istanbul Highway.

3

I

5

6. To Siva Reka (N L1-L7, E 26-0L), Svilengrad Okoliya.

7. To Mezek village (N L1-LL, E 26-06), Svilengrad Ckoliya.

8. To Momkovo village (N 41-51, E 26-09), Svilengrad Okoliya.

9. Road to Pustrogor village (N L1-51, E 26-12), Svilengrad Okoliya.

10. Hoad to Levka village (N Li~52, E 26-16), Svilengrad Okoliya.

11. Road to Raykova Mogila village (N Ll1-L9, E 26-18), Svilengrad Okoliya.
12. Route to Chornodib’'village,.S¥ilengrad Okoliya.

13, Maritsa River.

F Kcmandatura.

P Zastava.

X "gekret" post.
... Patrolled path.
. -Lank ditch.

r~<r—cwi~Border line.
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Fortifications in the Svilengrad Area - Scale 1:50,000
s ' '
o
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