Approved For Release 2007/11/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005600230005-3
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AG | wom‘

TR

e

3

25X1

COUNTRY  Bast Germany DATE DISTR 11 Janvary 1955

SUBJECY Meteorology Course at Cottbus NG OF PAGES 3

PiACE NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED: GASTED BELOWD

DATE 1F SUPPLEMENY 1O
INFO REPORT NO

L } £ B s NS SR T
R Ni% JOCUENT COUTAIES | HFORTATION AVFIETING THE RATIGNM. DEFRUIF [
OF THE BIITAO ATATES. WITRIA 745 SEARING OF VIVLE 10. SEGTIONS 70:¢ B

ART T4 IF MU 0 S, CODL. AS ANREDIN ¢T3 YRARSIMISSIOR O8 NEVE,
ATION OFf (T4 COBTENTS Y0 OR RECKIPT UY AN SHAUTHORIZED AERION

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

§ PROMIDIYES PV LAW  “ME REPRODUCTION OF TMIS FORM 8 P201{80VED. BN

ETEROT
VA R

25X1

25X1

be  averociub Cottbun orgenized a course for assisiont metenrolegisty
which beran on % Lay 1954 and wus tc be comnleted on 16 July 19%4.
Trhe students were seiected from perscnnel of the Technical Basen.
The course itseif was probably crgunized by thes ileteorolegical
Division of the Signal Coumunications Depariment of the VDA.
(pptuin Neuber (fnu;, chiel of this Division, had checked o the
geneval education of the prespective student= and frequently
inspected the course which was administratively assigned to the
izt Technical Base 3%t Cotibus., The course was attended by 1 NCO,
1 PP, and & Hi and was headed by Seric Lieutenaot Dr. Brade,
un ax-neteorologist of the Germern Air Porce who had been previocusly
g ationed at Cettbus airfield. Brade is now chief meteoralagist of
ihe Ist Aercociub at Cottbus. instructors duriny the course includad
Lieutenant Loenier {fnuj, chief of the weziher staticn at Cotthus
airfield, Lieuienant Jarcachinski (fnu), and Junicr Lieutenant
“inter /fnu). It was learned that Dr. Brade made a general weather
forecasz” for every week.

2. Ov Uondays throush Frideys, nine classes were held each day, whila
five classes were riven on Sundaya. Subjects given included:

veather code (Scviet version)

The drawing of weather maps and temperature mapsz
tind

Clouds

Temperature

Atmospheric pressure

heteorologicel Instruments

General meteoroloiy.
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32, Textbooks used included:
2, The Soviet weather code (about (0 vagen with & supplement

on Loe emergency weatimy code)

CLASSIFICATION  ¢NNFTDRNTTAY,
T DISTRIBUTION

STATE
ARMY

T T ! OSY B |«

Approved For Release 2007/11/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005600230005-3

25X1



25X1

Approved For Release 2007/11/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005600230005-3

0\0
<

Q°°0

Approved For Release 2007/11/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005600230005-3



Approved For Release 2007/11/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005600230005-3

CONFTDANTIAL,
COHFIDWRTIAL, 25X1

b) ilrma-Dienst (climatologic service), a Jerman manual issued
prior to 1945

¢; Die praktische letterkunde (practical metesralogy)
by Dr. Brade.

The Soviet waather code differs from the United States cade inasmuch
as it advanced the cipher groups having the Ath and Tth positions in
the US ccde to the 2d and 3d rpositions. I'or exanple:

US code : 10112 10099 87064 63455 07210 08663 12443
Soviet Code : 10112 1244% 066632 15090 87064 63458 07210

Tre Soviet code gives teuperaturss in centigsrades.
VDA weather atations were located at the following iniallations:

kamenz airfield, chief : Lieutenant Xuban
VDA School a% Kemengz,

cuief ¢ Jenior Lieutenant Buchwitcz
VDA Hq in Coitbus,chief: presumably Captain ileuber
Cottbus airfield, chief: Lieutenant Xoehler

Drewitz airfield, chief: unknown

Bautzen airfield, chief: unknown

The equipment of all these weather stations had becn furnished by
the Zeiss Fivrm in Jena.

411 foreiyn vieather forecasts were monitored by the VDA weather
stations and evaluated in conjunction with their own observations.
A11 evaluation reports were transmitted to Pogoda (phonetic speliing)
at the Berlin-Gchoenefeld airfield. Pozoeda probably is the code name
for the Soviet weathsr service in Germany. No information was given
by the VDA weather stations to civil meteorological stations. The
VDA weather vtations prepzred 6-hour weather fcrecasts for the daily
flight activity. It was learned that there was a shortage of trained
personnel =zt VDA weather stations. The students attending the
meteorclogical couree at deroclub Cottbus were o be promoted to

the rank of NGO on successful comnletion.

Cottbus airfield way occugied by:

VDA Hg

Lst Aeroclub waich cunsisted of a lst and 2d Abteilung (bvattalion)
1st Technicel Base

VUA gzuard battalicn quartered in the funker Kaserne southeast

of the airfield.
Fourteen Yak-lls 25X1
in addition to 14
were stationed at the field.

About 5 hangyars were available at tae northern edge of the instaliation.

The taxiways in front of the hangars were about &0 meters wide, while

the other taxiways and connecting lanes had a width of atout 295 meters.
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‘e ezcl owect concretre runray war asout 2,000 meters icng and 80
eeler: wide. The aircrafy stationed at the field were housed in
dardetands 2nd ailrerali reveiments were nak ~bserved.

The guarters of the VDA g and the lst Technicail Base were in the
portheastarn pnr"on cf the field, while the biilets of the ls%
Jeroclut were on the nor neasterr boundary cof the instaliation.
Mie fuel dunp of the field was st the -~ide of the spur track.
five underground ‘fuel containers protected by a layer of cancrets
were seen., luel arrived by vail in tank cars. Alrcraft refuded
from fuel Lrucks.

feg]

Tighiing facilities availabld®at the? Pré¥d “tnetudeds == ..

s« a)owauniey rightsi, .o ed.lamps qup Jboth edgeg ¢f the runway _
and about 50 meters gpart; ’
. b)  boundary lights: red neon tubes fitted on steel masts

e se about 10 meters high; the lishtg had beeq

- "y . set .up in June 1954; .

i.¢) . obstacle lights: red lamps on the roof of the fllfht

. . . . contxgel stction ,and on tovwers.gud,
. e ' .. Smokegtacks in Cottbus. . . ..

.
' - . . . v - . . P .

B .. »
Mo artificial harizon was available. . - . -

9. Thcre was no air activ1ty at the fleld between 3 and 15 may 1954
It zppeared that the aircraft stationed at the field were being
overiiauled during this peciod. Laintenance work yas,obgerved in
the hangars. Frqm mid-i.ay toe.late day, local fl,ing and giging
wag practiced by Yak-lls. A circle abouj five meters in dianeter
vas.marked by white sand in the,scuthern poriica ¢l the field.
‘'he aireraft involved in,the aiming pragtices cliﬁbe@ to,a2n i
altitude of aboui 1,500 meters in a lefi bank and. 4),rrayheu ihe
target circle av & diving anyie of about 45° parallel t¢ the N
runway. The planes pulled cut cof dive at zn estimated altitude of
290 wneters. . I

. .
O 20 Tave, Yek "85 and Yak-iico prﬂx"’c; nl@n1 ’W'Lr”-
flights were made and some of the yplanes took off asgain 1nmed1arely
after touching pround. Up to three plares were seen alaft at the
same time. The installation ¢f weapons in Yak-lls parked in hanzare
was also observed,

25X1

[:::::kL_ ent . The information con the course for assistant
meteoroloziats appears to be correct. Some of the ingtructers of
this course were kuown previously. The existence of the Soviet Air
Forces lleteorological Station at 3Scicenefeid was also known.

The data on Cottbus airfielu and the air activity observed there

are rather scanty. They d<, however, appear credibie.
y ¥ 3 ]
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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 25X1
1. Aeroclub Cottbus organized a course for assistant meteorologists
which began on 3 May 1954 and was to be completed on 16 July 1954. 25X1

The students were selected from personnel of the Technical Bases.
The course itself was probably organized by the Meteorological
Division of the Signal Communications Department of the VDA.
Captain Neuber (fnu), chief of this Division, had checked on the
general education of the prospective students and frequently 25X1
inspected the course which wag administratively assigned to the

1st Technical Base at Cottbus. The course was attended by 1 NCO,

1 PFC, and 6 EM and was headed by Senior Lieutenant Dr. Brade,

an ex-meteorologist of the German Air Force who had been previously
stationed at Cottbus airfield. Brade is now chief meteorogdogist of

the lst Aeroclub at Cottbus. Instructors during the course included
lieutenant Koehler (fnu), chief of the weather station at Cottbus
airfield, Lieutenant Jaroschinski (fnu), and Junior Lieutenant

Winter (fnu). It was learned that Dr. Brade made a general weather
forecast for every week.

2. On Mondays through Fridays, nine classes were held each day, while
five classes were given on Sundays. Subjects given included:

a) Weather code (Soviet version)

b) The drawing of weather maps and temperature maps
¢) ¥ind

d) Clouds

e) Temperature

f) Atmospheric pressure

g) Meteorological Instruments

h) General meteorology.

3. Textbooks used included:

2) The Soviet weather code (about 60 pages with a supplement

on the emergenay weaither ocede) 25X1
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b)  Lhlima-Dienst (climatologic service), a Jerman menual issued
prior to 1945

¢) Die praktische Tetterkunde (practical meteorology)

by Dr. Brade.

The Soviet weather code differs from the United States code inasmuch
as it advanced the cipher groups having the 6th and Tth positions in
tiie US code to the 2d and 3d positions. For example:

US code : 10112 10090 87064 63458 07210 08663
Soviet Code : 10112 12443 08663 10090 87064 63456

The Sovieh code gives Wempermtures im sen¥igrades.

VDA weather stations were located at the failewisg. inamtallations:

ramenz airfield, chief : Lieutenant Kuban
VDA School at Kamenz,
chief :  Senior Lieutenant Buchwitz

VDA Hgq in Cottbus,chief: presumably Captain Neuber
Cottbus airfield, chief: ILieutenant Koehler
Drewitz airfield, chief: unknown

Bautzen airfield, chief: unknown

The equipment of all these weather stations had becn furnished by
the Zeiss i'irm in Jena.

£11 foreign weather forecasts were monitored by the VDA weather
stations and evaluated in conjunction with their own observations.
All evaluation reports were transmitted to Pogoda (phonetic spelling)
at the Berlin-Schoenefeld airfield. Pogoda probably is the code name
for the Soviet weather service in Germany. No information was given
by the VDA weather stations to civil meteorological stations. The
VDA weather stations prepared 6-hour weather forecasts for the daily
flight activity. It was learmmd that there was a shortage of trained
personnel at VDA weather stationg. The students attending the
meteorological course at Aeroclub Cottbus were to be promoted to

the rank of NCO on successful completion.

Cottbus airfield was occupied by:

VDA Hq

lst Aeroclub wuich consisted of a lst and 2d Abteilung (battalion)

1lst Techiical Base

VDA guard battalion quartered in the Funker Kaserne southeast

of the airfield.

Fourteen Yak-1ls

in addition to 14 -
were stationed at the field. .n:ui

About 5 hgngare were available at the northern edge of the installation.
The taxiways in fron® ef the hamgars were sbout 80 meters wide, whils
the other taxiways and conneoting lanes had a width of about 25 meters.
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The east-west concrete runway was about 2,000 meters long and 80
meters wide. The aircraft stationed at the field were housed in
two hangars. Hardstands and aircraft revetments were not observed.

The gquarters of the VDA Hg and the lst Technical Base were in the
northeastern portion of the field, while the billets of the lst
Aeroclub were on the northeastern bdundary of the installation.
The fuel dump of the field was at the side of the spur track.
#ive underground fuel containers protected by a layer of concrets
were seen. fuel arrived by rail in tank cars. Aircraft refuded
from fuel trucks.

Lishting facilities available at the field included:

a) runway lights: vred lamps along both edges of the runway
and about 50 meters gart;

b) boundary lights: red neon tubes fitted on steel masts
about 10 meters high; the lights had been
set up in June 1954;

c) obstacle lights: red lamps on the roof of the flight
control stution and on towers and
smokestacks in Cottbus.

Yo artificial horizon was available.

There was no air activity at the field between 3 and 15 kay 1954.
1t appeared that the aircraft stationed at the field were being
overhauled during this period. Maintenance work was observed in
the hangars. From mid-May to late lay, local flying and aiming
was practiced by Yak-1lls. A circle about five meters in diameter
was marked by white sand in the southern portion 6f the field.
The aircraft involved in the aiming practices climbed to an
altitude of about 1,500 meters in a left banik and approached the
target circle at a diving angle of about 45° parallel to the
runway. The planes pulled out of dive at an estimated altitude of
200 meters,

On 20 June, Yak-18s and Yak-lls practiced night flying. Local
tlights were made and some of the planes took off again immediately
after touching ground. Up to three planes were seen aloft at the
same time. The installation of weapons in Yak-lls parked in hangars
was alsc observed.

25X1

omment. The information on the course for assistant
meteorologists appears to be correct. Some of the instructors of
this course were known previously. The existence of the Soviet Air
Force Meteorological Station at Schoenefeld was also known.
The data on Cottbus airfielu and the air activity observed there
are rather scanty. They do, however, appear credible.
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