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1. Composition.

The composition of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army since the arrival of
light bombsr units in May 1954 is as follows:

Hq Twenty-Fourth Alr Army

2 fighter corps with 6 fighter divisions and 18 {ighter regiments (MiG=158)

1 ground attack corps with 2 ground attack divisions and 6 ground attack

regiments, including 3 regiments retraining from Il-10s to MiG-15a.

1 bomber division with 4 1light bomber regiments (Il-23e)

1 air reconnaissance regiment (MiG-15s)

3 air transport regiments

. air technical divisions (ATD) with 23 air technical supply battalions
(CATB) training units

supply depote and repair units

2. Logation of Air Units and Their Headguarters.
In connection with the arrival of the light bomber units since May 1954

MiG-158 for pilots of the GA Div Alt Loennewits
Changes in the locations of some of the
aii unils of The Twenly-¥o Air Avmy have occurred, 25X1
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Unit Losation
Ho Twenty-Tourth .ir Arny Warder
Hg Northern Ftr Corps Yittstock
Fir Jiv e Puptnitsz
1 Ftr Regt Puetnitz
1 Ftr Regt Puetnitz
1 Ttr Negt Parchin
Ftr Div Hg - Rechlin-laerz
1 Fir legt Rechlin-Lasrz 25X1
1 Ftr Regt Rechlin~l.aerz
1 Ftr QNegt Wittstock
Frr Div He Finow
1 Ftr Regt Tinow
1 Ftr Rert Tinow
1 Ftr Regt Neuruppin
Ha Southern Ftr Corps Wit tenberg '
Fir Niv g Zerbst
1 Ftr Regt Zerbst
1 Ftr Regt Jueterbog
1 Ftr Regt Jueterbog
Ftr Div He tlersebury
1 Ftr Regt Koethen
L Fir Rezt Altenburg
L Ftr Regt tierseburg
L Alert Urit Yrfurt-Binderslet:n
Ftr Div Ho Grossenhain
25X1
1 Ftr Regt Grossenhain
1 ¥tr Regt Grosseuhain
1 Ftr Regt Altenburg
Hq_GA Corps Finsterwalde
Ga Div Ho Brandenburg
1 Ga Regt Brandenturg—Briest
1 GA Regt Brandenburg=Industriehafen
1 GA Regt Stendal
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Hgq Bmr Corps

Bor Div Mg
1 3mr Regt
1 Bmr Regt
1 Bmr Repgt
1Bnr Regt

1 Alr Ren Regt
(M1G=15)

1 Air Ren Regt
(11-10)

1 Trans Regt
1 Trans Regt

1 Trans Regt
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Alt Loennevwitz

Alt Loennewitsz
Tinsterwalde
Finsterwalde

?
Yerneuchen
Werneuchen
Werneuchen
Briesen

Welzow

Xoethen

Lerbst

Neubrandenburg
Schoenefeld

Sehoenefeld

Transfers After 1 May 1954

Beginning of
Transfers liovements

Units

9 May
12 May
10 tiay
20 May

23 July
3 August

tr Regt Brieseni \to iltenburg

Air Tech Tng Unit ) |\Altenburg to Doeberita
GA Regt Brandis|  [to Finsterwalde

Arrival in Werneuchen and Briesen of a bomber
division with 3 bomber regiments from the east
Air Ren Regt (3iG-158) Welzow to Koethen
Arrival at Welzow airfield of a bomber or air
reconnaissance regiment (Il-28s)

The following temporary trensfers took place during the fall maneuvers:

22 to 27 September
25 Sentember to

6 October

27 September to

5 October

GA Regt SGtendal to Grussenhain
GA Regt Brandenburg-Briest to Doeberitz

Ftr Regt l‘erseburg to Dessau

Strength of Fishter Units

The following tabulation lists the number of 4IG-15s and U~}MiG-158
observed outside of the hangars at {ighter airfiels since 1 May 1954
and aircraft obazrved since 1 October 1953,
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UNCODED
AirtTield Nunmber of HiG-158 and
Regiments _ U-14iG-1l5s

Merseburg 1 38
Koethen 2 39
Altenburg 2 45
Erfurt-Bindersleben 4
{&12rt Tormation)
Grossenhain 2 33
Justerbog 2 33
Zerbat 1 20 25X1
Finow 2 65
Neuruppin 1 30
Parchim 1 22
Puctnitz 2 45
Rechiin-Lasrz 2 54,
Wittstock 1 32
Finsterwalde - 1
11t Loennewitaz - 14

1¢ 493
These ccrtainlf do not represent exact strength Tigures since 25X1
observation was limited, Roads in the vicinity of

airfields were blocked, tha view was obstructed by variocus obstacles,
all of the hungurs and revetments available ecould not always be sesn.

25X1
Since May 1654, erseburg airfield has again been occupizd by a fighter
division h adquarters and a fighter regiment. An evaluation c¢f the
observation made betwesen 27 September 1953 and April 1954 incicates that about
75 aireraft| | were seen in Merseburg and that most of these \
belonged to the fighter regiments in Altenburg, Merseburg anc Koethen, It 25X 1

is poesible, that during this perlod, flying was practiced at division

level at ierssburg airfield.

The arrival of bember units in May end Juns 1954 was responsible for the
wronsfer of the tuo regiments from Briesen and Walzow alrfislds. The

lighter regiment in Briesen which had came from Alt Loennewitz in early
Auzust 1953 was nrobably not retransferred to ilt loemnewitz because ground
attack pilots were being retraining at this i'ield. Therafore, this regiments
was transferred to Altenburg airfield which is now occuplied ty two regiment
{ron two different fichter divisions,

The regiment in Woelwow which had came from Koethen on 15 August 1953 was
retransferred back to Koethen on 23 July 1954 This fact suprorts the previous
assumption that this regiment does not belong to the lerseburg Ftr Div or

to another {ignter divieion but that it is an indespendent regiment;
presuncbly a reconnaissaance reginent,
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Since the beginning of 1954, aircraft crates from th> JSGR have arrived
in East Germany on a small scale only, Shipments which arrived in
Grossenhain probably included 10 crates on 26 December 1953, 7 crates
on 13 February, and 7 crates on 26 Fevruary 1954.

It appears that, in 1954, lilG-15s have not arrived from the USSR at

the same rate as in 1952 or‘the first cuarters of 1953. .

In 1974, probably only .ndividual aircraft arrived to replace the

aircraft which were discarded as worn ocvt. Cn the basis of information
availeble 1t is assumed that, since 1 Hay 1954, the alrcraft strength of

the fighter regiments has scarcely changed. Assuming that the individual
fighter reciments have an authorized strength of 30 to 33 MiG-15s, it is
therefore believed that the Twenty-Fourth Air Army has a total of 540 to 620
1113-15s, This figure also includes 40 to 50 U-~}1iG-15s,

Training Activity by Fighter Units.

No noteworthy changes have been observed since 1 iay 1954,
/ - It is assumed that, between 1 Vay an&AT§455€656fﬁ
basi@ combat training for fighter pilots was probably carried

out by the units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army themselves since air

activity with Po-28 increased after the arrival of new pilots. This
observation was particularly noted at Neuruppin and Finow airfields,

Since late April 1954, Oranienburg airfield has been occupied by a

unit consistinz of about 26 officers and 50 EM, This unit was ecalled

Unit Trofimshuk after its supply officer and allegedly came from

Wittstock. Since late April 1954, 8 to 10 Po-23 have oeen stationed at

and cbservel aloft during the day time and at night. It has not been
determined _f the pilots of this unit receive training for fighter unmits

or for some army purpose, possibly artillsry missions, Combat training

oy fishter units placed much stress on firing practices at airvorne

and ground targets. Thls type of training was observed on all days that air
activity was ccnducted, Since about the middle of 1954, firing at towed
sleeve targats has repeatedly been conducted at night. The towing plane
usually took off with the sleeve targei attached to a rope 100 to 120

meters long. At an sltitude of about 1,500 meters, the towing plane gave
flash signals with its landing lamp, whereupon three tc five searchlizhts on
the ground were sukiched on and very quickly causht the sloeve target in
their beams., The attacking aireraft vsually aporoached 3 or 4 timas from
the »izht rear of the target at an angle of 30 tn /L degrees and Tired £ to
¢ rounds ou eash attack, When aELack had been aomplaved, =~ .

the sleeve would then be dropped over he {ield and the ground

searcialisits cuwivched off, It is assumed thut these illuminated nightfighting
exercises were held by clements of two planes, The fact that much stress
was oliced on this type of training indisate: that the fizhter aireraft

f the Twenty-Fourth Air Army are not eguipped with airborne radar. Tharefore,
thesa [ightor aireraft can only be used for night defense of installations
in conjunction with searchlishis,

Firing practices at ground targets were also usually made in elements of twe.
The attacking aircraft approached from an altitvde of 1,200 to 1,500 meters
at a giiding angle of 20 to A0 degrees and fired 5 to & rounds with sircrurt
weavons at a ground target in a cormer of the field, The fact that these
exercises were repeatedly observed indicates that the Soviets set great
stere in the employment of fishters ageinst ground targets.
As previously noted bombing by 1iiG-153 has only been observed at the Gadowe
-Rossovw and Xummersdorf training fiolds, The uircraft usually began their
bomb-run frem a distance of 2,000 to 2,500 meters or further at an

altitude of about 2,000 meters, approaching in straight and level flicht

STCRE J.5, OFFICILLS ONLY
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while making siigh%t pendulum movements. They then dived at an angle of
40 wo 45 de-rees down to a2bout 700 meters and rmade their drop. Two bombs
were usually dropped at the same time, Noteworthy is the observation
that the attacks were mede from various diresctions, presunadoly without
consideration of the ground wind.

Formation flichts made by figbter aircr:ft show a very gnod training
statns, Formations were usually practiced by 4 to 12 aircrait., The
tuke-ofCs were made in elsmmente of two in rapid succession. The aireraft
then ussembled in formations of four and sometimes to formations of 12,
The formation flew in close order with 1 leading -lane, 1 plane at the left
side, and 2 aircraft at the right side and stuggered to the rear. The
distance mointained between the individual alreraft of a formation was
about two airecraft lengths with a lateral spacing of about one wing span.
The distance between the individual formations of four depended on the type
of the mission, Formations flying in very clcse order were repeatedly
observed, It can be assumsd that trained fizhter pilots are 1n coumplete
control of their aircraft vhen piercing clouds, Jo far, such cxercises
have been observed only when the closed clond tuse wue ab a minimum
altitude of 400 meters znd &t a visibility of at least 2 km, Flizhts in
formations of four have besa observed over the clouds vhen there was

a seattered cloud base and intermittent ligh: showers, lndividual planes
have heen seen emerging from out of a cloud base, It is believed that
Soviet {'ishter pilots are abel to make bad weather flights if the cloud
base is not too low. Purthermore, it can be :gsumed that the voviets
have mastered the technique af directing aircraft to airfields by mean
of radio and rader, Fo information is available as to whether flante:
pilots are able to pierce hick layers of ciouds in larre formations.
Close--support appears to be the primiry missions assijned to the Twenty-
Fourth *ir Army,Therefore, it may be assumec that the fighter units will
be employed mainly in the actual combat ereas. It is bellevedthat the
fighter units will be assigned the followiny type missions:

protection of the air space over the combat area in orier to facilitate
the employment of ground-attack and 1li:sht homber units,

Protection of ground units against enemy fighter-bombers and bombing
attacks. fZscorting of ground-attack and bember units,

“mployment as fighter-bombers against ground?targets in the combat zong,

Proisction of airfield®,assembly areas; dzsnots, cuarters, bridges ete.

Since cnemy ground-attack and bomber units usually require ground visibllity

for close-support missions and the fact that they will probebly onerated at
low or medium altitudes, it is assumed that the fighter aircraft of the
Twenty-Fourth Air army will mainly be employed against thom when there is
sufficient ground visibility and if the cloud buse is not too low, The

pilots apparently have alisc received sufficient training to be able to return

to their home-~base during unfavorabdle weather,

It is further believed that the fi~hter units of the Twenty-Fourth idr Army
are well trained for their missions in the event of hosiilifties and that
their fighting efficisney will be ample.

Ground Attacx Units

3ines late April 1954, 50 sercent of the ground-~attack units of the Twenty-
~Fourth Air Army have been retraining with i1iG-158 of U~'iG~15s., The GA Div
Brandenburg vith its regiments located in Brandenburg-3riest, Brandenburg--

SICRUT _ U, OFFICIALS QULY
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~industriehafen and Stendal is still eguipped with I1-10s and is continuing
its training activity with this aircraft type. The GA Div Alt Loennewitz

is retraining its units at Alt Loennewitz and Finsterwalde airfislds with
11G~15s. The three regiments of the division in Branderburg are probably
equipped with the following el rcraft:

Regiment Number of Il--10s 25X1

Brandenburg-Briest 50
Brandeanburg-Industrieinfen 43
Stendal 32

25X1

The airvc-aft of this division mainly practiced flying in formations of up
tc 36 I1-10s, attacking of ground targets while gliding and diving, bombing
and firing, The latter itwo practices were made at Gadow=Rossow and
Kummersdorf training fields. In addition to these practices, the

regiments have continuously been involved in small-scale exercises with
Soviet Army units.

On 20 September 1954, when the fall maneuvers started, the regiments were
temporarily transferred to other airfields. The regiment from Stendal
transfsrred temporarily to Grossenhain, and the regiments from Brandenburg
to Doeberitz, I1-10s were also temporarily observed in Erfurt-Bindersleben,
On 27 Amril 1954, individual flights by 1i1G-1%8 or U-.iiG-158 were observad
for the first time at Finsterwalde. The same observation was made at

Alt Loonnewitz airfield in early June 1954.)
/ \The type of air activity
consisting nostly of short local fligats of 4 to 5 minutes duration,
sonmetimes with oxtended landing gears, indicates that retraining on
1d7+15s or U-1i1G-15s had begun,

Between 10 and 13 May 1954, 5 troop shipments with & total of 18 converted
boxcars, 118 boxcars and 64 flatcars moved from Brandis to Finsterwalde
and 2 troop shipments with 5 converted boxcars, 47 boxcars and 37 flatcars
from Brandis to Falkenberg. After 13 ilay, no Il-10s were parked at Brandis
airfieid nor was any air activity observed there, The regiment allegedly
had tenporarily transferred to Finsterwalde for retraining on jet aircraft.
In 3eptember 1954, 15 !4%-15s of U-11G-15s were statloned at Finsterwalde
airfield and the same number at Alt Loennewitz airfield. The 10 Aireraft n
[ ]previously observed in Finsterwalde indicate tha® the aircraft 25X1
which vere used for retraining purposes had ormerly been stationed at

Laerz, Jueterbog, Brilesen, Puetnitz, llerseburg and Zerbst zirfields. It

iz assumed that the aircrafi were detached by the fighter regiments

stetioned there for retraining purposes, It was not observed that any

aireraft from outside the Soviet Zone of Germany had arrived at Alt

Loennevitz or Finsteruwalde, It is felt that new MiG=15s may soon arrive

for the ground attack units after they have reached a more advanced

status of training. Those pilots who apparently have reached the hirhest

training status have already began formation flying, aerobatics and

attacking of ground targets. The former auxiliary airfield near Dabern-

~=Gahro north of Finsterwalde was used as the firing range by these

rilots.

The mresent location of about 125 11-10s assigned to the three ground

attack regiments of the GA Division Alt Loennewliz has not been deternined.

The last flights with I1-10s at Finstoerwalde airfield were observed on

13 ilay 1954, Twelve I1-10s were parked outside of the hangars at Alt

Loennewits airfield in mid-July 1954, On 8 May, 27 I1-10s left Brandis

airfield and were not seen returning tec the field. There are 6 hangars euch,

located at Alt Loennewitz and Finsterwalde airfields and 3 hangars at

Brandis airfield in which 125 I1-10s could ecasily be stored. It has never,

25X1
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howavar, been determinecd if these aircraft are still parked in the

hangars at All Loennewitz and Finsterwalde or whether they left

Tast Germany by air, It is not believed that ant I1-10s are stored at Brandis
sinco the ground personusl there have alrsady left that field. Also;

there has been no increase in the I1-1C count of the 3 regiments of the

G.a Division in Brandenburg., Ths possibiiity therefore exists that these
125 I1-10s have been flcwn out of East Germany and turned over to

the satellite air forces. Thies assumption that the I1~10s left East
Germany is further supported by the fact that the regimeants of the
Clvision in Alt Loennewitz Aicd not participate in the fall maneuvers.
fetraining aectivity by ground attack regiments and the expected retraining
on i:i*15s by a division of the 0A Corns of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army
will only temporarily decrease the combat efficiency of the ground

attack units, It is belleved that; upon completion in mid-1955 of the
expacted retraining activity by the second division, the combat efficiency
of zround attack units wlll hdve been considerably increased.

Bombe> Units,

Prior to the arrival of light borbsr units, the Briesen Fir Regt

was transferred to Altenburg. Between 9 and 13 May, 6 trains with at least
96 boxcars and 129 flatears moved to Altenburg, Briesen airfield was thereby
vacated for a new unit, Meanwhiles between 11 and 17 May, the technical
training unit stationed at Altenburg was transferred to Doeberitz to

make additional space available to air units at Altenburg airfield.

The arrival of the bomber units began on 20 liay 1954, A total of 12 trains
was observed moving the Werneuchen and 4 trains to Briesen, Additional
shioments most probably arrived but were unot observed. On 22 May, the

firat three Il-28s lunded at Werneuchen and by the end of May apoproximately
40 to 50 I1=28s had arriveq by air. The first Il-28a also arrived at
Briesen on 22 ifay 1954 eandv25 May the I11-28 count had increased at this
field to 31,

A few days after the arrival of the alreraft, Intensive air uctivity was
conducted by [1-20s in the vicinity of Werneuchen and Briesen airfields,
even in unfavorable weather and at night, No external changes were noted

in the uppearance of the aircraft when commred with I1-28s which had been
stationed in PBast Cermany prior to late July 1953, On 20 July 1954, the

Ren Regt equipped with 11iG-15s sta.rtedits trungfer from Welzow to
Koethen, in order to vacate VWelzow alrfield for a bomber unit, On 3 August.
1954, about 16 11-28s landed in Welzow.

About100 I1-28s are now mresumably stationed in East Germany: 45 to 50
Werneuchen, 30 in Sriesen and 16 in Welzow. It is bslieved that the regiments
in Werneuchen and Brlesen belong to one bomber division and that the livisionm
hecdquarters is probably in Wermeuchen, A total of 37 aireraft numbers

wore observed in Verneuchen and 30 in Briesen, Thess muibers range between
10 and 100,

[Tt has not been determined to whom the regiment in Welzow is
subotdinate or if it also mlongs to the division at Werneuchen. Since the
regiment in Welzow is equipped with only a small number of I1.-28s the
possibility exists that it is an air reconnaissance reziment, Such a
regiment was previously statloned at Jueterbog airfield prior to late July
1953,

It is still unknown as to where these bomber units were located before coming

to Bast Germany, \a partion of the
officers from the repiment in Prias ’ -4910 7).
A total of 90

recru¥s from Kisv allegedly also arrived in Briesen, The officers who

arrived with the bomber units speek hardly any German and are not familar with
the condi tions in Germany, Thereforse, it Isnot believed that the new bomber
units can be identifisd with the bomber units which were withdrawn from East
Germeny in the summer of 1953.
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a. Attacks by I1-28s at sleeve targets towed by I11-28s, The attacking
sircraft approaches to the side of the sleeve from the rear and
from an elevated position,

w 10 =

b, Attacks from the front. The attacking I11-28s approaches the towing
olane from the front and begins firing with its front weapon at
the towed sleeve target as it passes over the towing plane,

¢. Tiring practices with tail weapons. The sleeve target is towed on
a lang rope by the firing plane itself, As the aireraft ulters its
course, an angle is created between the towing plane and the sleeve
target so that firing can be practlced with its tail guns.

Firin: vwas also reportedly practiced at nizht with luminous sleeve targets
allegedly bein: used.

11-28: and U-I1-28s were also used for target representation for fighter
aircreft and AAA, In these practices, several MiG-15s repeatedly attacked
and fired at a sleeve target towed by an I}-28. For AAA target presentation,
I1-28s were temporarily transferred to Justerbog and Parchim airfielde from
where they were employed over the AA firing ranges at Jueterbog and Wustrow,
Sombirg by I1-28s units was practiced at Xummersdorf training field, Bombing
in trein with up to three bombs was practiced during daytime, while only
single releases were practiced at nicht,

The high training status which has been reached by I1-28 units in formation
f1ying could well be seen on 3 October when 27 I1=28s from driesen airfield
took off at intervals of about 10 seconds each, The gircraft assembled

in a formation of three squadrons, Each squadron flew a wedge [armation

and ccnsisted of 9 aircraft., The distance maintained between the individual
airereft in the formations was about one aircraft length behind and about

an interval of one wing span apert, The formution was escorted by 25 iliG-15s.
On 1 and 7 October, additional I1-28 in formations of 30 to 36 aircraft,
escorted by MiG-15s were slso observed. This ayr activity wes probably
connected with the fall naneuvers, :

It would appear that since the 1izht I1.--28 bomber is inferior to Western fighter
aircreft the bomber units will only be able to operate against an enemy if
sufficient fighter escoct is provided.

Transrort Units.

The transport regiment in Neubrandenburg vhich is eguipped with 25X1
22 1i-2s was assigned 5 type-36 helicopters on 18 August, These are the

first helicopters to arrive in Fast Germany. Between 27 September and 2 October,
they were temporarily absent from Neubrandenburg airfield and probably

were participating in exercises with the Soviet Army during that time.

The fermation flights with Li-2s whick were observed during daytime and at
night, when the cloud base vwas at an aliitude of 80 to 100 meters and

visibility limited to 2 km, indicetes that the tralning status of pilots was
good, It is still assumed that the transnort regiment is scheduled to be

used for air landing operations and the transportation of parachute

troope. It is also assumed thut the regiment as a rule, is pot used to

airfit supplies and material for supply units. Individual aircraft of

the regiment have seldom been absent from Neubrandenburg airfield for a
prolorged period. In addition %o the air units, Neubrandenburg airfield

is probably also occupied by 2 unit consisting of about 8 officers and 25

¢ who are undergoing parachute training, The officers of this unit wear

air force uniforms and the EM olive-drab uniforms with air force epaulets,

They rsceive instruction in the use of parachutes and make practice jumps

frorw sircraft, When jumping those jumpers attack their rip cords to the

SECRET " - U3, OFFICIALS ONLY
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alecraft and their parachutes open shortly after they have left
the plane. It is not believed that the routine jumps by normal
flying personnel are _nvolved with this unit,

Sehornefeld airfield is still cccupied by 15 to 20 Li-2s; 4 Po-2s
and 1 Yak~1l4, The field is believed to be still occupied by Trans

Regt | | which is employed for courier 25X1
and 1izison missions of the Twenty-Fourth Air army, and Trans Regt
| which is assigned liaison missions 25X1

to ihe east. The fiell is gtill used by commercial aircraft of the
Azroflot and Satellite states, Li-2 transports have occasionally

been cobserved at all airficlds of the Twenty-Fourth .ir Army. These
planes are used as llaison olanes between the army headquarters and
the subordinate headquarters or temporarily detached to individual
regiments for routine pcrachute jumps by flying personnel,

In addition to Neubrandenburg airfield, Brandis airfield was used

for parachute jumps between 9 and 21 September. Up to 72 jumps were
made daily from three Li-2s. It is believed that a speciel unit was
being trained in Brandis. Similar training activity had been conducted
in Brandis in September and October 1952, At that time; a special
army unit was possibly receiving its final training in parachuting,

In connection with the fall maeneuvers, large Cformations of twin-engine
aircreft in addition to I1-10 and ii{G-15 formations wers observed

in the Doeberi tz~Magdeburg-Rathenow area on 3 October, It could not
be determined where the twin-engine aireraft had came from. No
observations were made which might indicate the participation of

the transport regiments from Neubrandenburg or Schoerffeld, During
previous years, the fall maneuvers also involved transport units

from outside the Soviet Zone of Germany,

€. Technical Training Units.

The air technical school | of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army 25X1
is still stationed in Doeberitz. The personnel strength varies between

1,200 to 1,500 men. An exchange of personnsl has been under way since

late October 1954. The training schedule of the school included manual

iraining and basic military training. Charts of aircraft engines,

radio equipment and other instruction charts were seen in the classrooms

in addition to redio sets, The presence of workshops indicate that
training courses are also offered for locksniths, mechanics, welders
and carpenters,

In nid-May 1954, another technical training wnit/— \
was transferred from \ltenburg to ioeberitz/ — _Tbecause Altenburg
airfield was to be vacated for the fighter regiment from Briesen. The

unit transferred from Altenburg to iDer beritz on 7 trains with a total

of 34 converted boxcars, 19/ boxcars and 145 flatcars., Unit 25X1
had already been observed at Altenburg in Janvary 1951, Technical

ground personnel had probably been trained by this unit at iltenburg

on jet engines and jet aireraft, Observation of the same type training

has been made at Doeberitz airfield since the transfer of the school.

The hangars at Doeboritz airfield are occupied by about 9 MiG-158 but

are not used for flying, 1i1G-158 setting on blocks outside of the

hangars have repeatedly been observed having test runs mede on their

engines, since no engines or other equipment were moved to or from

the hargars it is not believed that repairwork was being done there,

It is therefore assumed that the students practice the starting of engines

there. The technical training unit numbers 1,200 to 1,400 mon.

25X1

10. Rader Network in East Germany,

The efficiency of radar stations within the radar network at airfields
and outside of airfields was improved during 1954. The netwark of radar
stations has the capability of early detection of enemy aircraft and of
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an efficient control of their own fighter aireraft. This radar
netuork will not only be of great importance in the defense of

alr attacks by enemy aircraft on targets within the DDR,; but will
serve also az an effective early warning of enemy alrcraft approaching
the territory of the gatellites or the USSR itself, It is beolieved
tha> the following radar sets are available at the individual radar
stations:

a, ladar Stations Qutside Airfields:

— =

Location Token Kniferest Tishnet Dumbo
Rehberg/0Ort (Ruegen) 1 1 1 -
Ribnitz 1 - - -
Wismar - 1 - -
Hagenow 1 1l 2 1
Ludwigslust/Tschentin - 1 1 -
Perleberg 1 1 2 -
Gardelegen 1 1 2 -
“uedlinburg 1l 1 1 -
Neuhaus/Rennsteig ~ 1 1 -
Gr, Berndten 1 1 1 -
Gotha 1 - - -
Plauen 1 1 1 -
Glindcw, SW Werder 1 1 - 1
Wittenberg 1 - - -
Zberswalde 1 - 1 1
ifagdeburg - - 1 1

b. Radar Stations on airfields or in Ccnnection with Airfiolds:
a2l oL ONS on AArtlelds or in vcnnection with Alrflelds
Location Token Kniferest Fishnet Dumbo

Puetniz
Parchim
Rechlin/Laerz
Wittstock
Finow
Neuruppin
Zerbst
Jueterbog
Merseburg
Koethen
Altenburg
Grossenhain
Peeneruende
‘Jerneuchen
Briesen
Welzow -

LI 2 I I

S YT

1 RUS II

L2 T T O B |

[ I i S |

T H W et 1 1 s e

8 1 e e e e R b R e e

Alrfield Construction Projects in Eagt Germary.

By late October 1934, .construction work at M™itow, Rothenburz and
Jocksdorf airfields had advanced so far that utilization of these
tirfields may be expected by the spring of 1955. The 2,200-neter
runway at Tutow airfield was completed in late August 1954, The
2,500-peter runways at Rothenburg and Jocksdorf airficld vere
completed in late :larch and early May 1954 respectively. During a
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conference corcernirg the occupation of the individual alrfields

it wns mentiored that Rothenburg airfield was scheduled to be

used by a bomber unit,

At Vietmannsdorf airfield (Schorfheide), the auxiliary runway

which branches off from the southwestern end of the main runway
continued to be widened from 21 to O meters on a stretch of

2,500 meters, The 2l-meter-wide middle scction has a 40-cnm

concrete cover while the new 19.5-nmeter-wide strips on the two

sldes are provided with a layer of concrete 30 em thick, It ia
believed that the suxiliary runway is to serve as a taxiway to the
dispersal areas 1n the southwestern scction of the fidd fx medium
and heavy bombers and as a runway for fightors,

The completion date for the auxiliary runway was set for 20 November
1954, Vietmannsdorf airfield should definitely be serviceable by the
spring of 1955 since the following installations have already been
cempleted: the main runway, 3,500 moters long, 80 meters wide and 40 cm
thick; a taxiway; a fuel dump; an ammunition dump; several dispersal
aroas and buildings in the billeting areas, This will be the first
airfield in the DDR to be available for medium bomber units,

At Wolfsbehringen airfield, (Object No 541) located in the Haina Forst
east of Eisenach concreting wark still remains to be done on half

of the runway, vhich ‘resumably will be 2,200 meters long and 60
peters wide when finished, Work on the runway was suspended in 1954
due to delays in the construction of ths gur track.

Prepuratory work for the construction of an airfield near Ziegelroda
which 1z vest of Querfurt (Object No 542) is under way. But, it is
not expected that actual construction will begin be_fore 1955,
Prefabricated barracks for construstion workers and workshcps which
were used a% the Vietmannsdorf construction site have been shipped

to diegelroda,

Two ndditional airfield construction projects were mentioned during
construction conferences, No details are available on the new projects
expect that they possibly will be in the Quendlinburg and Luckau

area, Auxiliary runways covered with runvay mats at 3autzen-Litten
and Erfurt-Bindersleben airfields were to be provided with concrete
runways. The Bautzen-Litten project has been cancelled, It is not known
either if the plan for Frfurt-Bindersleben airfield will be carried out,
It is feld that airfields without concrete runways in the DIR will no
longer meet future requirements of the 24th Air irmy since it is
expected that ground attack units will also ve equipped with jet
aireraft.

Cranienburg airfield was accepted by a Soviet commission in late April
1954 but has not been occupled by a combat unit as yet, There is some
doubt couuercing the condition of the runway and if it can actually,
meet the reouirerents of combat aircraft, No information is available
as to the extent of the damages onthe runway, It was overheard in early
October 1954 that a bomber unit was expected to arrive in Oranienburg
in the near future. A remote connection to this rumor was the arrival
of bilileting equipment in the "Weisse Stadt™ Settlement near the
airfinld on 21 October and could possibly indicate a re-occupation,
The Twenty-F-urth Air Army and the VDA have the foll owing number of
usuable el rfizlds available to them in Zast Germanys

1 airfield with a runway 3,500 meters long,
9 airflelds with runways between 2,500 and 2,800 peters long.
18 airfields with runways between 2,000 and 2,400 moters long.
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5 airficlds with runways between 1,100 and 1,80C meters long
2 airfields with runways covered with mats
17 grass fl.lds without concrete or auxiliary runways.

This tubulation does not include Wolifsbenringen or GQuerfurt airficlds
whizh are under construction or the two fields which are possibly
scheduled to be built,

A4 Protection at firfields.

Trere has been reiatively little A\A protection established at airfields
in last Germany, A light AA battery of 6 x 37-mm AA guns will usually
be located at zirfields occupied by fighter or ground attack units while
only medium iA guns of 76-mm or $5-mm caliber are stationed at bomber
Ticlds. There is no AA protection available at airflelds occupied by
trarsport or VoL units, The following numbers of AA guns are believed
to presently be stationed at the individual airfields in Bast Germany:

Airfield Iumber of AA suns AA Radar
aAltenburg 6 x 37-m
Alt-Loennevwitaz 6 x 37=mn
Briesen 6 X 37-mm
6 x 85-mm
4 x 20-mm
four-barreled
Brandenburg~Industrie- 6 x 37-mm
hafen
Brandenburg-Briest 6 x 37-mm
Brandis 6 x 37-tm
Noeberitaz 6 x 37~mm
Frfurt-Bindersleben 4 X 37-mm
Finow
. 6 x 37-mm AN 4 VK 3
Finstervalde 6 x 37-mn 25x1 !
Crossenhain 6 x 37-rm
Jueterbog 6 x 37-m
Roethen 6 x 37-tm AA 4 VK 3
Laerz 6 x 37-rm
Herseburg 6 x 37~mm
Neuruppin 6 x 37-mm
Perchim 6 x 37-mm
Puetnitz 6 x 37-mm
Stendal 6 x 37-mm
Welzow & x 76-rm
12 x 37-nn AA 1 MK 2
Werneuchen 8 x 76-mm AA 4 MK 3
6 x 37-mm AA 1l MK 2
Wittenberg 4 x 37-mm :
Wittstock 6 x 37-rm
Jerbst 6 x 37-mm

The AA batteries stationed at the individual airficlds repeatedly held their
firing practices at the Wustrow and Jueterbog AAA firing ranges in 1954,
Some of the following rail shipments to Wustrow were observed and indicate
the following AA movaments:
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AA _Units From To
Werneuchen 4 February 13 February 1954
19 n 4 March 1954
11 ilay 1 June 1954
10 June 8 July 1954
11 July 20 September 1954
Welzow 12 June 23 August 1954
3riesen 6 larch 12 March 1954
8 lay 7 June 1954
Jtendal 26 January 22 February 1954
? 2 July 1954
Rechlin~Laerz 9 February 21 February 1954
12 July 20 Septenber 1954
Parchim 15 February 21 February 1954
10 June 6 July 1954
Wittstock 15 June 3 July 1954
Finsterwalde 18 February ?
. 5 lay 3 June 1954
Neuruppin 4 July 17 July 1954

The AAA units at airfields not mentioned in the above tabulation, especially
the light A\ Batteries, probably practiced firing at Jueterbog training
field. On il May 1954, a light AM\ battery from Finow airfisX was observed
en rouve to Jueterbog, The firing practices simulated modern conditions
since 1115-158 and I1~-23s were used as towing eircraft,

Conclusion.

On the basis of all information which was available, for this study but
which is incomplete and:subjeet to error, the following picture is obtaincd
on the aircraft strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air Armys

Fighter Units
Ground Attw..ck Units
Bomber Uaits
Transpcrt Units

540 to 600 iG-15s
130 to 150 Il~10s
90 to 100 Il-28s

35 to 40 Il1-2s

Total 795 to 890 aircraft in operationsal use

On the basis of nrevious observations concerning authorized strength of
component units of the Twenty-Fourth iir Army, it is believed that the
total personnel strength anounts to 28,000 to 30,000 officers, NCOs and T,
in addition to about 5,000 personnel of AAL batteries assigned to tle
airfields, In conclusion, it can be stated that the fighting power of

the Twenty-Fourth .iir Arny, especially withregard to close support
missions, meets its requirements. The fizhtin: power has been considerably
increased since the return of the Il<2Ys units and will be further
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inproved after the retraining of ground attack pilots on a Jet f¥ghter-
-bonber type has been completed.

With regard to air defense it is assumed that the fic.ter units in
Tast Germany will be able to effectively ward off attacking “estern
formations during daytime. It is believed, howaver, tha* the fighters
cannot effectivaly fulfil teir missions at night, in bad weather ' °
or even: Yurlsig daytime whBg*fodern aireraft of tne Western Forces
attack al very hlgh aititudes w.d at high speeds. Particularly for .
all-weatber missir:s, aircraft are not yet available to the 24th Air
Army. The #i1G=15 w'ich is not equipped with rgdar seanch or radar aiming
devices 1s therefore not-“tily"capablé®¥ all-weather sortles.

The radar network “.r the control of the air space and for directing
fiehier aircraft within the Soviet Zone of Germany and the immediate
iorward area has apparently been improved to such a degree that the
employment of night fighter units would be possible, provided 24th Air
Army gets aircraft eguipped for all weather misgions,. The .axistence in
the USSR of a special night fighter tybd Liis not begn conrirmefieo far.
The arrival of i1G-17 aircraft dnarged"ﬁ‘ltlg_ﬂieﬂnission to defend the
area against rapid attack mirer:ft f‘ly:i‘ng at hizh altitudes 1s ex,rcted.

It 1 believed that the Tweniy-FourtM Alr Army will be able to fulfil
the close~support mission.assifned-to 1t®but Lne accomplishpent of air
defense missions will requise reinforcemer'nt by other units,
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Paragraph 1 Composition of Twenty-Fourth Air Army
Paragraph 2 Loocation of Air Units and Their Headquarters
Paragrapn 3 Transfer since 1 May 1954
Paragraph 4 Strength of Fighter Units
Paragraph 5 Training Aotivity by Fighter Units
Paragraph 6 Ground Attack Units
Paragraph 7 Bomber Units
Paragraph 8 Air Transport Units
Paragraph 9 Technical Training Units
Paragraph 10 Radar Network in Bast Germany
Paragraph 11 Airfield Consjruction Projeots in Bast Germany
Paragraph 12 KA Protection at Airfields
Paragraph 13 Conclumion
1. Qomposition,
The composition of the Twenty-Fourth Alr Akrmy since the arrival of
light bomber units in May 1954 is as follows:
Hq Twenty-Pourth Air Army
2 fighter corps with 6 gighter divisions and 18 fighter regiments (MiG-15s)
1 ground attack corps with 2 ground attack divisions and 6 ground attack
regiments, ineluding 3 regiments wetraining from Il-10s to MiG-15s.
1 bember divisien with 4 light bomber regiments (Il-28s)
1 air fecomnaissance regiment (MiG-15s)
3 air transport regiments
4 sir technical divisions (ATD) with 33 air technical supply battalions
(OATB) training umits
supply depots and repair units
2. on of Al ; .
In eommection with the arrival of the light bomber umits since May 1954
nd tl raining en MiG-158 for pilots of the GA Div Alt Leenmnewiis
R - 25X1
CLASSIFICATION SECRET-~U,.S.0FFICIALS ONLY 25X1
STATE | x| navy #x| nsre DISTRIBUTION
ARMY Bx|ar Ev  [#xd Fei \\\\\
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Unit
Hg Twenty-Fourth Air Army
Ha Northern Ftr Corps
Ftr Div Hg

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt

Fir Div Hy

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt

Ftr Div Hg

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt

Ha Southern Ftr Corps
Ftr Div

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt

Ftr Div He

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Alert Unit

Ftr Div Hg

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt

Hg GA Corps
GA Div Ha
a
1 GA Regt
1 GA Regt
1 GA Regt

Location
Werder
Wittstock
Puetnitz
Puetnitz
Puetnitz
Parchim
Recplin-Laerz
Rechlin-Laerz
Rechlin-Laerz
Wittstock
Finow

Finow

Finow
Neuruppin

Wittenberg

Zerbst

Zerbst

Justerbog
Jueterbog
Merseburg

Koethen

Altenburg
Merseburg
Erfurt-Bindersleben
Grossenhain
Grossenhain
Grossenhain
Altenburg
Finsterwalde
Brandenburg
Brandenburg-Briest

Brandenburg-Industriehafen
Stendal
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GA Div Hg Alt Loennewitz
1 GA Regt Alt Loennewitz
1 GA Regt Finsterwalde
1 GA Regt Fingterwalde
Hg Bmr Corps ?
Bmr Div Hg Werneuchen
1 Bmr Regt Wernsuchen
1 Bmr Regt Werneuchen
1 Bmr Regt Briesen
1Bmr Regt Welszow 25X1
1 Air Ren Regt Koethen
(M1G-15)
1 Air Ren Regt Zerbst
(11-10)
1 Trans Regt Neubrandenburg
1 Trans Regt Schoenefeld
1 Trans Regt Schoenefeld
For mep indicaeting the locations of the air units, see Annex,
Transfers After 1 May 1954
Beginning of
Transfers Movements Units
9 May Ftr Regt Bt"iesenr o Altenburg
12 May Air Tech Tng Unit | Altenburg to Doeberitz 25X 1
10 May GA Regt Brandis [to Finsterwalde
20 May Arrival in Werneuchen and Briesen of a bomber
division with 3 bomber regiments from the east
23 July Air Ren Regt (MiG-158) Welzow| | to Koethen 25X1
3 August Arrival at Welzow airfield of a bomber or air
reconnaissance regiment (I11-28s)
The following temporary transfers took place during the fall maneuvers:
22 to 27 Sepptember GA Regt Stendal to Grossenhain
25 September to GA Regt Brandenburg-Briest to Doeberitz
6 October
27 September to Ftr Regt Merseburg to Dessau
5 October
Strength of Fighter Units
The following tabulation lists the number of MIG-15s and U-MiG-15s
observed outside of the hangars at fighter airfiels since 1 May 1954
and aircraft observed since 1 QOctober 1953. 25X1
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Airfield Number of MiG-15s and
Regiments  U-MiG-15s

Merseburg 1 38
Koethen 2 39
Altenburg 2 45
Erfurt-Bindersleben 4
(alert formation)
Grossenhain 2 33
Jueterbog 2 38 25X1
Zerbst 1 20
Finow 2 65
Neuruppin 1 30
Parchim 1 22
Puetnitz 2 45
Rechlin-Laerz 2 54
Wittstock 1 32
Finsterwalde - 1
Alt Loennewitz - 14

19 493
These certainly do not represent exact strength figures since 25X1

observation at the fields was limited. Roads in the vicinity of
airfields were blocked, the view was obstructed by various obstacles,
all of the hangars and revetments available could not always be seen.

25X1

Since May 1954, Merseburg alrfield has again been occupled by a fighter
division headquarters and a fighter regiment. An evaluation of the
observation made between 27 September 1953 and April 1954 indicates that about
75 aireraft[  |were seen in Merseburg and that most of thesel A\
belonged to the fighter regiments in Altenburg, Merseburg and Koethen. It

is possible, that during this period, flying was practiced at division

level at Merseburg airfield,

The arrival of bomber units in Mey and June 1954 was responsible for the
transfer of the two regiments from Briesen and Welzow airfields., The

fighter regiment in Briesen which had came from Alt Loennewitz in early
August 1953 was probably not retransferred to Alt Loennewitz because ground
attack pilots were being retraining at this field., Therefmre, this regiments
was transferred to Alt enburg airfield which is now occupied by two regiments
from two different fighter divisions,

The regiment in Welzow which had came from Koethen on 15 August 1953 was
retransferred back to Koethen on 23 July 1954, This fact supports the previous
assumption that this regiment does not belong to the Merseburg Ftr Div or

to another fighter division but that it is an independent regiment,
presumably e reconnaissance regiment,

25X1
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Since the beginning of 1954, aircraft crates from the USSR have arrived

in Bast Germany on a small scale only, Shipments which arrived in

Grossenhain probably included 10 crates on 26 December 1953, 7 crates

on 13 February, and y7 crates on 26 February 1954,

It appears that, in 1954, MiG-15s have not arrived from the USSR at

the same rate as in 195‘2 or the first cuarterg of 1953.] - F ”},

In 1954, probably only individual aircraft arrived to repla,a/e the

aircraft which were discarded as worn out. On the bgsis of information
available it is assumed that, since 1 May 1954, the aircraft strength of
the fighter regiments has scarcely changed. Assuming that the individual
fighter regiments have an authorized strength of 30 to 33 MiG-15s, it is
therefore believed that the Twenty-Fourth Air Army has a total of 540 to 600
MiG-15s. This figure also includes 40 to 50 U-MiG-15s,

Training Activity by Fighter Units,

25X1

25X1

o notewor have been observed since 1 May 19% 25X14
C

/e It 128 assumed that, between 1 FMay an »
training gotfor fighter pilots was probably carried
of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army themselves since air

“Tactivity with Po-28 increased after the arrival of new pllots. This

observation was particularly noted at Neuruppin and Finow airfields,

Since late April 1954, Oranienburg airfield has been occupied by a

unit consisting of about 26 officers and 50 EM, This unit was called

Unit Trofimshuk after its supply officer and allegedly came from

Wittstock, Since late April 1954, 8 to 10 Po-2s have been stationed at

and observed aloft during the day time and at night, It has not been
determined if the pilots of this unit receive training for fighter units

or for some army purpose, possibly artillery missions., Combat training

by fighter units placed much stress on firing practices at airborne

and ground targets. This type of training was observed on all days that air
activity was conducted, Since about the middle of 1954, firing at towed
sleeve targets has repeatedly been conducted at night, The towing plane
usually took off with the sleeve target attached to a rope 100 to 120
meters long, At an altitude of about 1,500 meters, the towing plane gave
flash signals with its landing lamp, whereupon three to five searchlights on
the ground were swhtched on and very quickly caught the sleeve target in
their beams., The attackin approached 3 or 4 times from
the right rear of the tar
8 rounds on each attack,
4 the sleeve 3 would th
searchlights switched off, It is assumed that these illumina
exercises were held by elemsnts of two planes, The fact that much stress

was placed on this type of training indicates that the fighter aircraft

of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army are not equipped with airborne radar. Therefore,
these fighter aircraft can only be used for night defense of installations

in conjunction with searchlights,

Firing practices at ground targets were also usually made in elements of two,
The attacking aircraft approached from an altittﬂe of 1,200 to 1,500 meters
at a gliding angle of 20 to 60 degrees and fired 5 to 8 rounds with aircraft
weapaons at a ground target in a corner of the f{ield, The fact that these
exercises were repeatedly observed indicates that the Soviets set great

store in the employment of fighters against ground targets,

As previously noted bombing by MiG-15s has only been observed at the Gedow-
-Rossow and Kummersdorf gtraining filelds. The aircraft usually began their
bomb-run from a distance of 2,000 to 2,500 meters of further at an

altitude of about 2,009 meters, approaching in straight and level flight
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while making slight pendulum movements. They then dived at an angle of

40 to 45 degrees down to about 700 meters and made their drop., Two bombs
were usually dropped at the same time, Noteworthy is the observation

that the attacks were made from various directions, presumably without
consideration of the ground wind,

Formation flights made by fighter aircraft show a very good training
status, Formations were usually practiced by 4 to 12 aircraft, The
take~offs were made in elements of two in rapid succession, The aircraft
then assembled in formations of four and sometimes to formations of 12,

The formation flew in close order with 1 leading plane, 1 plane at the left
side, and 2 aircraft at the right side and staggered to the rear. The
distance maintained between the individual aircraft of a formation was
about two aircraft lengths with a lateral spacing of about one wing span,
The distance between the individual formations of four depended on the type
of the mission, Formations flying in very close order were repeatedly
observed, It can be assumed that trained fighter pilots are in complete
control of their aireraft when piercing clouds., So far, such exercises

have been observed only when the closed cloud base at g

altitude of 400 meters a
formations of four have bde

a scattered cloud base and intermittent light showers. Individual planes
have been seen emerging from out of a cloud bese, It is believed that
Soviet fighter pilots are abeltto make bad weather flights :Lf the eloud
base is not too _ 1, Furthermore, it can be assumed that .
have mastered t
of radio and rad®egen — 3
pilots are able to pierce thick layers of clouds 1n 1arge formations.
Close~support appears to be the primary missions assigned to the Twenty-
Fourth Air Army,Therefore, it may be assumed that the fighter units will
be employed mainly in the actual combat areas., It is believed that the
fighter units will be assigned the following type missions:

Protection of the air space over the combat area in order to facilitate
the employment of ground-attack and 1light bomber units.

Protection of ground units against enemy fighter-bombers and hombing
attacks. Escorting of ground-attack and bomber units.

“mployment as fighter—:bombers against ground targets in the combat zone,
Protection of airfie%},assembly areas, depots, cuarters, bridges etc.

Since enemy ground-attack and bomber units usually require ground visibility
for close-support missions and the fact that they will probably operated at
low or medium altitudes, it is assumed that the fighter aircraft of the
Twenty-Fourth Air Army will mainly be employed against them when there is
sufficient ground visibility and if the cloud base is not too low, The

pilots apparently have also received sufficient training to be able to return
to their home-base during unfavorable weather,
It is further believed that the fighter units o
are well trained for their missions in the eve
their fighting efficiency will be ample,

Ground Attack Units

Since late April 1954, 50 percent of the ground-attack units of the Twenty-
-Fourth Air Army have been retraining with MiG-158 of U-MiG-15s. The GA Div
Brandenburg with its regiments located in Brandenburg-Briest, Brandenburg-
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~Industriehafen and Stendal is still equipped with I1-10s and is continuing
its training activity with this aircraft type., The GA Div Alt Loennewitz
is retraining its units at Alt Loennewitz and Finsterwalde airfields with
MiG-15s. The three regiments of the division in Brandenburg are probably
equipped with the following alrcraft:
Regiment Number of I1-108 | 25X1
UNCODED —
Brandenburg-Briest 50
Brandenburg-Industriefufen ’ 43
Stendal 32
25X1

The aircraft of this division mainly practiced flying in formations of up
to 36 I1-10s, attacking of ground targets while gliding and diving, bombing
and firing, The latter two practices were made at Gadow-Rossow and
Kummersdorf training fields, In addition to these practices, the
regiments have continuously been involved in small-scale exercises with
Soviet Army units.
On 20 September 1954, when the fall maneuvers started, the regiments were
temporarily transferred to other airfields. The regiment from Stendal
transferred temporarily to Grossenhain, and the regiments from Brandenburg
to Doeberitz, Il-10s were also temporarily observed in Erfurt-Bindersleben.
On 27 April 1954y individual flights by MiG-15s or U-MiG-15s were observed
for the first time at Finsterwalde., The same observation was made at
Alt Loennewitz airfield in early June 1954, Observations at the latter
airfield had been discontinued in May 1954. The type of air activity
consisting mostly of short local flights of 4 to 5 minutes duration,
sometimes with extended landing gears, indieates that retraining on
MiG-15s or U-MiG-15s had begun.
Between 10 and 13 May 1954, 5 troop shipments with a total of 18 converted
boxcars, 118 boxcars and 64 flatcars moved from Brandis to Finsterwalde
and 2 troop shipments with 5 converted boxcars, 47 boxcars and 37 flatcars
from Brandis to Fddkenberg, After 13 May, no I1l-10s were parked at Brandis
airfield nor was any air activity observed there, The regiment allegedly
had temporarily transferred to Finsterwalde for retraining on jet aircraft,
In September 1954, 15 MiG-15s of U-MiG-15s were stationed at Finsterwalde
airfield and the same number at Alt Loennewitz airfield. The 10 Aircraft n
previously observed in Finsterwalde indicate that the aircraft 25X1
which were used for retraining purposes had formerly been stationed at
Laerz, Justerbog, Briesen, Puetnitz, Merseburg and Zerbst airfields. It
is assumed that the aircraft were detached by the fighter regiments
stationed there for retraining purposes. It was not observed that any
aircraft from outside the Soviet Zone of Germany had arrived at Alt
Loennewitz or Finsterwalde. It is fel# that new MiG-15s may soon arrive
for the ground attack units after they have reached a more advanced
status of training, Those pilots who' apparently have reached the highest
training status have already began formation flying, aerobaetics and
attacking of ground targets, The former auxiliary airfield near Dabern-
-Gahro north of Finsterwalde was used as the firing range by these
pilots,
The present location of about 125 I1-10s assigned to the three ground
attack regiments of the GA Division Alt Loennewitz has not been determined.
The last flights with I1-10s at Finsterwalde airfield were observed on
13 iay 1954. Twelve I1-10s were parked outside of the hangars at Alt
Loennewitz airfield in mid-July 1954, On 8 May, 27 I1-10s left Brandis
airfield and were not seen returning to the field. There are 6 hamgars each,
located at Alt Loennewitz and Finsterwalde airfields and 3 hangars at
Brandis airfield in which 125 I1-10s eould easily bs stored, It has never,
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however, been determined if these aircraft are still parked in the
hangars at Alt Loennewitz and Finsterwalde or whether they left

East Germany by air, It is not believed that ant I1-10s are stored at Brandis
since the ground personnel there have already left that field., Also,

there has been no increase in the I1-10 cound of the 3 regiments of the

3A Division in Brandenburg, The possibility therefore exists that these
125 11-10s have been flown out of East gGermeny and turned over to

the satellite air forces. This assumption that the Il-10s left East
Germany is further supported by the fact that the regiments of the
division in Alt Loennewitz did not participate in the fall maneuvers.
Retraining activity by ground attack regiments and the expected retraining
on MiGel5s by a division of the GA Corps of the Twenty~Fourth Air Army
will only temporarily decrease the combat efficiency of the ground

attack units. It is believed that, upon completion in mid-1955 of the
expected retraining activity by the second division, the combat efficiency
of ground attack unitsswill have been considerably increased.

Bomber Units.

Prior to the arrival of light bomber units, the Briesen Ftr Regt

was transferred to Altenburg, Between 9 and 13 Mgy, 6 trains with at least
96 boxcars and 129 flatcars moved to Altenburg, Briesen airfield was thereby
wacated for a new unit, Meanwhiles between 11 and 17 May, the technical
training unit stationed at Altenburg was transferred to Dosberitz to

make additional space available #o air units at Altenburg airfield,

The arrival of the bomber units began on 20 May 1954. A total of 12 trains
was observed moving the Werneuchen and 4 trains to Briesen. Additional
shipmehts most probably arrived but were not observed. On 22 May, the

first three I1-28s landed at Werneuchen and by the end of May approximately
40 to 50 I1-28s had arrived by air, The first I1-28s also arrived at
Briesen on 22 May 1954 andv25 May the I11-28 count had increased at this
fi&dd to 31,

A few days after the arrival of the aircraft, intensive air activity was
conducted by I1-28s in the vieinity of Werneuchen and Briesen airfields,
even in unfavorable weather and at night. No external changes were noted

in the appearance of the aircraft when compared with I1-28s which had been
stationed in East Germany prior to late July 1953, On 20 July 1954, the

Ren Regt|  |equipped with MiG~15s startedits transfer from Welzow to
Koethen, in order to vacate Welzow airfield for a bomber unit, On 3 August
1954, about 16 I1-28s landed in Welzow.

AboutlO0 I1-28s are now presumably stationed in BEast Germany: 45 to 50
Werneuchen, 30 in Briesen and 16 in Welzow, It is believed that the regiments
in Werneuchen and Briesen belong to one bomber division and that the division
headquarters is probably in Werneuchen, A total of 37 aircraft numbers

were observed in Werneuchen and 30 in Briesen, These numbers range between
10 and 100,| /

]
[ 8ince the

\ ]
regiment in Welzow 1s equipped with only a small number of I1-28s the

possibility exists that it is an air reconnaissance reziment, Such a
reginent was previously stationed at Jueterbog airfield prior to late July
1953,

It is still unknown as to where these bomber units were locate& before coming
to East Germany.\ \a par tionf of the
of ficers from the regiment in Briesen came from Kazan (5550 N~4910 E).

A total of 90
recruts from Kiev allegedly also arrived in Briesen, The officers who
arrived with the bomber units spesk hardly any German and are not familar with
the conditions in Germany. Therefore, it sl not believed that the new bomber
units can be identified with the bomber units which were withdrawn from East
Germany in the summer of 1953,
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a. Attacks by I1-28s at sleeve targets towed by I1l-28s, The attacking
aircraft approaches to the side of the sleeve from the rear and
from an elevated positlon, :

b, Attacks from the front., The attacking I1-28s approaches the toi:lng
plane from the front and gabegins firing with its front weapon at
the towed sleeve target as it passes over the btowing plane,

¢. Firing practices with tail weapons. The sleeve target is towed on
a leng rope by the firing plane itself, As the aircraft alters its
course, an angle is created between the towing plane and the sleeve
target so that firing can be practiced with its tail guns.

Firing was also reportedly practiced at night with luminous sleeve targets
allegedly being used.

I11-288 and U-I1-28s were also used for target representation for fighter
aircraft and AAA, In these practices, several MiG-15s repeatedly attacked
and fired at a sleeve target towed by an I1-28, For AAA Rarget presentatioh,
I1-28s were temporarily transferred to Justerbog and Parchim airfields from
where they were employed over the AA firing ranges at Jueterbog and Wustrow,
Bombing by Il-28s units was practiced at Kummersdorf training field., Bombing
in train with up to three bombs was practiced during daytime, while only
single releases were practiced at night,

The high training status which has been reached by I1-28 units in formation
flying could wedl be seen on 3 October when 27 I1-28s from Briesen airfield
took off at intervals of about 10 seconds each., The aircraft assembled

in a formation of theee squadrons, Bach squadron flew a wedge farmation

and consisted of 9 aircraft. The distance maintained between the individual
aircraft in the formations was about one aircraft length behind and about
an interval of one wing span apart, The formation was escorted by 25 MiG-15s.
On 1 and 7 October, additional I1-28 in formations of 30 to 36 alrcraft,
escorted by MiGel5s were also observed, This aqr activity was probably
connected with the fall maneuvers,

It would appear that since the light I1-28 bomber is inferior to Western fighter
aireraft the bomber units will only be able to operate against an enemy if
sufficient fighter escomt is provided,

Transport Units.

The transport regiment in Neubrandenburg which is equipped with
22 Li-2s was assigned 5 type-36 helicopters on 18 August. These are the
first helicopters to arrive in East Germany, Between 27 September and 2 October,
they were temporarily absent from Neubrandenburg airfield end probably

were participating in exercises with the Soviet Army during that time,

The formation flights with Li-2s which were observed during daytime and at
night when the cloud base was at an altitude of 80 to 100 meters and
visibility limited to 2 km, indicates that the training status of pilots was
good, It is still assumed that the transnort regiment is scheduled to be
used for air landing operations and the transportation of parachute

troops. It is also assumed that the regiment as a rule, is not used to
airfift supplies and material for supply units. Individual aircraft of

the regiment have seldom been absent from Neubrandenburg airfield for a
prolonged period. In addition to the air units, Neubrandenburg airfield

is probably also occupied by a unit consisting of about 8 officers and 25

EM who are undergoing parachute training, The officers of this unit wear

air force uniforms and the EM olive-drab uniforms with air force epaulets.
They receive instruction in the use of pparachutes and make practice jumps
from aircraft, When jumping those jumpers attack their rip cords to the
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aircraft and their parachites open shortly after they have left

the plane. It is not believed that the routine jumps by normal

flying personnel are involved with this unit,

Schoenefeld airfield is still occupled by 15 to 20 Li-2s, /, Po=2s

and 1 Yek-14. The field is believed to be still occupied by Trans )

Regt | "| which is employed for courier 25X1

and liaison missions of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army, and Trans Regt
*—which is assigned liaison missions

to the east, The fle s s use: commercial aircraft of the

peroflot and Satellite states, Li-2 tranpports have occasionally

been observed at all airfields of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army. These

planes are used as liaison planes between the army headquarters and

the subordinate headquarters or temporarily detached to individual

regiments for routine parachute jumps by flying personnel,

In addition to Neubrandenburg airfield, Brandis airfield was used

for parachute jumps between 9 and 21 September, Up to 72 jumps were

made daily from three Li-28. It is believed that a special unit was

being trained in Brandis, Similar training activity had been conducted

in Bkandis in September and October 1952, At that time, a special

army anit was possibly receiving its finel training in parachuting,

In connection with the fall asmeneuvers, large formations of twin-engine

aircraft in addition to I1-10 and MiG-15 formations were observed

in the Doeberi tz-Magdeburg-Rathenow ares on 3 October. It could not

be determined where the twin-engine aircraft had came from, No

obeervations were made which might indieate the participation of

the transport regiments from Neubrandenburg or Schoerfeld, During

previous years, the fall maneuvers also involved transport units

from outside the Soviet Zone of Germany,

25X1

Technical Training Unitas.

The air technical school of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army 25X1
13 still stationed in Doeberitz. The personnel strength varies between

1,200 to 1,500 men, An exchange of personnel has been under way since

late October 1954. The training schedule of the school included manual

training and basic military training. Charts of aircraft engines,

radio equipment and other imstruction charts were seen in the classrooms

in addition to radio sets, The presence of workshops indicate that

training courses are also offered for locksmiths, mechanics, welders

and carpenters,

In mid-May 1954, another technical training unit

|

was transferred from Altenburg to Doeberitz,| \because Altenburg

airfield was to be vacated for the fighter regiment from Briesen. The 25X1
unit transferred from Altenburg to Doe beritz on 7 trains with a total

of 34 converted boxears, 194 boxcars and 145 flatcars, Unit | 25X1
had already been observed at Altenburg in January 195l. Technical

ground personnel had poobably been trained by this unit at Altenburg

on jet engines and jet aircraft, Observation of the same ‘type training
has been made at Doeberitz airfield since the transfer of the school.

The hangars at Doeberitz airfield are occupied by about 9 MiG-15s but

are not used for flying, MiG-15s setting on blocks outside of the

hangars have repeatedly been observed having test runs made on their
engines, 3ince no engines or other equipment were moved to or from

the hangars it is not believed that repairwork was being done thers,

It is therefore assumed that the students practice the starting of engines
there, The technical training unit numbers 1,200 to 1,400 men.

Radar Network in East Germany.

The efficiency of radar stations within the radar network at airfields
and outwide of airfields was ihproved during 1954. The netwark of radar
stations has the capability of early detection of enemy aircraft and of
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an efficient control of their own fighter aircraft. This radar

network will not only be of great importance in the defense of

air attacks by enemy aircraft on targets within the DDR, but will
serve also as an effective early warning of enemy aircraft approaching
the territery of the satellites or the USSR itself, It is believed
that the followlng radar sets are available at the individual radar
stations:

a., Radar Stations Qutside Airfieldss

Location Token Kniferest Fishnet Dumbo

-
1

Rehberg/Ort (Ruegen)
Ribnitz

Aismar

Hagenow
Ludwigslust/Tschentin
Perleberg
Gardelegen
wuedlinburg
Neuhaus/Rennsteig
Gr. Berndten

Gotha

Plauen

Glindow, 3% Werder
Aittenberg
sberswalde
ilagdeburg

LI e B el Sl el ol el el o B
L i B i SR VIR S GO |
1

LI e ol ol il B e S N S I

[
ol

be Radar Stations on Airfields or in Conmection with Airfields:

Location Token __ Kniferest __Fishnet Dumbo

1

Puetniz
Parchim
Rechlin/Laerz
Wittstock
Finow
Neuruppin
Zerbst
Jueterbog
Merseburg
Koethen
Altenburg
Grossenhain
Peenenuende
“lerneuchen
Briesen
delzow -

(S L I

1 RUS II

(I R

I RPHFRPRFRPRFRRRRRR R
P PR HFWHTD R
=1 —1

Airfield Construction Projects in East Germany.

By late October 1954, construction work at Tutow, Rothenburg and
Jocksdorf airfields had advanced so far that utilization of these
airfields may be expected by the spring of 1955, The w2,200-meter
runway at Tutow airfield was completed in late  August 1954. The
2,500~-meter runways at Rothenburg and Jocksdorf airfield were
completed ip late Mareh and early May 1954 respectively. During a
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conference concerning the occupation of the individual airfields

it was mentioned that Rothenburg airfield was scheduled to be

used by a bomber unit,

At Vietmannsdorf airfield (Schorfheide), the auxiliary runway

which branches off from the southwestern end of the main runway
continued to be widened from 21 to 60 meters on a stretech of

2,500 meters, The 2l-meter-wide middle section has a 40-cm

concrete cover while the new 19,5-meter-wide strips on the two

sides are provided with a layer of concrete 30 cm thick, It is bel:i
believed -that the auriliary runway is to serve as a taxiway to the
dispersal areas in the southwestern section of the fiddd for medium
and heavy bombers and as a runway for fighters,

The completion date for the auxiliary runway was set for 20 November
1954, Vietmannsdorf airfield should definitely be serviceable by the
spring of 1955 since the following installations have already been
completed: the main runway, 3,500 meters long, 80 meters wide and 40 cm
thick; a taxiway; a fuel dump; an ammunition dump; several dispersal
areas and buildings in the billeting areas. This will be thw first
airfield in the DDR to be available for medium bomber units.

At Wolfsbehringen airfield, (Object No 541) located in the Haina Forst
east of Eisenach concreting wark still remains to be done on half

of the runway, which presumably will be 2,200 meters long and 60
meters wide when finished, Work on the runway was suspended in 195/
due to delays in the construction of ths gpur track.

Preparatory work for the construction of an airfield near Ziegelroda

which im west of Querfurt (Object No 542) is under way., But, it is
not expected that actual construction will begin be_foree 1955.
Prefabricated barracks for construction workers and workshops which

were used at the Vietmannsdorf constiuction site have been shipped

to Ziegelroda,

Two additional airfield construction projects were mentioned during
construction conferences, No details are available on the mew projects
expect that they possibly will be in the Quendlinburg and Luckau

area, Auxiliary runways covered with runway mats at Bautzen-Litten
and Erfurt-Bindersleben airfields were to be provided with concrete
runways., The Bautzen-Litten project has been cancelled, It is not known
elther if the pdan for Erfurt-Bindersleben airfield will be carried out.
It is feld that airfields without concrete runways in the DDR will no
longer meet future requirements of the 24th Atk Army since it is
expected that ground attack units will also be equipped with jet
aircraft,

Oranienburg airfield was accepted by a Soviet commission in late April
1954 but has not been occupied by a combat unit as yet. There is some
doubt concerning the condition of the runway and if it can actually,
meet the requirements of combat aircraft, No information is available
as to the extent of the damages onthe runway, It was overheard in early
October 1954 that a bomber unit was expected to arrive in Oranienburg
in the near futurw. A remote connection to this rumor was the arrival
of billeting equipment in the "Weisse Stadt® Settlement near the
airfield on 21 October and could possibly indicate a re—occupation,
The Twenty-Fourth Air Army and the VDA have the following number of
usuable airfilelds available to them in East Germany:

1 airfield with a runway 3,500 meters long.
9 airfields with a runways between 2,500 and 2,800 meters long.
18 airfields with runways between 2,000 and 2,400 meters long.
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5 airfields with runways between 1,100 and 1,800 meters long
2 airfields with runways covered with mats
12 grass fields without concrete or auxiliary runways.
This tabulation does not include Wolfsbehringen or Querfurt airfields
which are under construction or the two fields which are possibly
scheduled to be built,
AA Protection at Airfields.
There has been relatively little AAA protection established at airfields
in East Germany, A light AA battery of 6 x 37-mm AA guns will usually
be located at airfields occupied by fighter or ground attack units while
only medium AA guns of 76-mm or 85-mm caliber are stationed at bomber
fields, There is no AA protection available at aiffields ocoupied by
transport or VPL units, The following numbers of AA guns are believed
to presently be stationed at the individual airfields in Bast Germany:
Airfield Number of AA guns AA Radar
Altenburg 6 x 37-mm
Alt-Loennswitz 6 x 37-mm
Briesen 6 x 37-m
6 x 85-mm
4 X 20~mn
four-berreled
Brandenburg~-Industrie- 6 x 37-nm
hafen
Brandenburg-Briest 6 x 37-mm
Brandis 6 x 37-mm
Doeberitz 6 x 37-mm
Erfurt-Bindersleben 4 x 37-mm
Finow
6 x 37-nm AL L MK 3
Finsterwalde 6 x 37-mm
Grossenhain 6 x 37-mm
Jueterbog 6 x 37-mm 25X1
Koethen 6 X 37-mm AA 4 MK 3
Laerz 6 x 37-mn
Merseburg 6 x 37-mm
Neuruppin 6 x 37-mm
Parchim 6 x 37-m
Puetnitz 6 x 37-mm
Stendal 6 x 37-mm
Welzow 8 x 76—mm
12 x 37-mm AA 1 MK 2
Werneuchen 8 x 76-mm AL 4 MK 3
6 x 37-mn AA 1 MK 2
Wittenberg 4 x 37-mm
Wittstock 6 x 37-mm
Zerbst 6 x 37-mm

The AA batteries stationed at the individual airfields repeatedly held their
firing practices at the Wustrow and Jueterbog AAA firing ranges in 1954.
Some of the following rail shipments to Wustrow were observed and indicate
the fotlowing AA movements:
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AA Units From _ To
Werneuchen 4 PFebruary 13 February 1954
9 n 4 March 1954
11 Masy 1 June 1954
10 June 8 July 1954
11 July 20 September 1954
Welzow 12 June 23 August 1954
Briesen 6 March 12 March 1954
8 May 7 June 1954
Stendal 26 Jaguary 22 February 1954
5 May 2 June 1954
? . 2 July 1954
Rechlin-Laerz 9 February 21 February 1954
12 July 20 September 1954
Parchim 15 Pebruary 21 February 1954
10 June 6 July 1954
Wittstock 15 June 8 July 1954
Finsterwalde 18 February ?
5 May 3 June 1954
Neuruppin 4 July 17 July 1954

The AAA units at airfields not mentioned in the above tabulation, especially
the light AAA Bgtteries, probably practiced firing at Jueterbog training
field, On 11 May 1954, a light AAA battery from Finow airfield was observed
en route to Jueterbog, The firing practices simulated modern conditions
since MiG-158 and I1-28s were used as towing aircraft,

Conclusion.
On the basis of all information which was available, for this study but

which is incomplete and subjeect to error, the following picture is obtained
on the aircraft strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army:

Fighter Units 540 to 600 Mif-15s

Ground Attack Units 130 to 150 I1-10s

Bomber Units 90 to 100 Il-28s

Transport Units 35 to 40 TI1-28

Total 795 to 890 aireraft in operational use

On the basis of previous observations concernimg authorized strength of
component unite of the Twenty~Fourth Aér Army, it is believed that the
total personnel strength amounts to 28,000 to 30,000 officers, NCOs and EM,
in addition to about 5,000 personnel of AAA batteries assigned to the
airfields, In conclusion, it can be stated that the fighting power of

the Twenty-Fourth Air Army, especially withregard to close support
missiohs, meets its requirements, The fighting power has been considerably
inereased ajnce the return of the I1-28s units and will be further

inpros
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improved after the retraining of ground attack pilots on a Jet fighter-
-bomber type has been completed.

With regard to air defense it is assumed that the fighter units in

East Germany will be able to effectively ward off attacking Western
formations during daytime, It is belleved, however, that the fighters
camnot effectively fulfil their missions at night, in bad weather

or even during daytime when modern aircraft of the Western Forces
attack at very high altitudes and at high speeds. Particularly for
all-weather missions, aircraft are not yet availablet to the 24th Air
Army, The MiG-15 which is not equipped with radar search or radar aiming
devices is therefore not fully capable of all-weajhier sorties.

The radar network for the control of the air space and for directing
fightir aircraft within the Soviet Zone of Germany and the immediate
forward area has apparently been improved to such a degree that the
employment of night fighter units would be possible, provided 24th Air
Army gets aircraft equipped for all weather missions, The existence in
the USSR of a special night fighter type has not been confirmed so far.
The arrival of MiG-17 aircraft charged with the mission §o defend the
area against rapid attack aircraft flying at high altitudes is expected.

It is believed that the Twenty-Fourth Air Army will be able to fulfil
the cloge-support mission assigned to it but the accomplishment of air
defense missions will require reinforcement by other units,
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