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Food and Rationing

1.

In mid-August 1954 there wes a shorteage of rice, vegetable oil for cooking, sugar,
pork, beef, chicken and eggs on the open market in Shanghai. Fish, except
"yellow fish," was also in short supply. However, only vegetable oll and sugar
were rationed; they were rationed in the following amounts:

a. One catty of vegetable oil for each adult )‘.:nd one-half a catty for each
child a month. ) '

1
b. Four liang of sugar per person & day (sic).

In the rural arees near Shanghal vegetable oil was in such short supply that
the monthly ration for each family, regardless of the size, was only one-half
a catty. However, during June, July and early August, there was so little
vegetable oil in these areas that a large number of femilies obtained none at
all.

Many of the Chinese were complaining to the. officials of their labor unions about
not only the scarcity of rice in Shanghal but also the low grade of the rice
obtainable. They were informed by these officials that nothing would be done

to improve the situation. About early August, the residents of Shanghai were
notified by representatives of the municipal authorities at the weekly residen-
tial district meetings that rice would probably be rationed in Shanghai, begin-
ning about January 1955, and in the following amounts: one catty a day for

each adult and one-half catty a day for each child.
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Tregapoxteiion Facilities
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Although pork and peef were not officielly rationed in Shanghei, each retail
meat dealer was permitked to obtain and to sell daily only one-half & pig and
20 catties of beef. As 8 result, large lines of -customers hegan to form daily
at about 5:00 a.m. in Pront of all meat markets in Shanghal.

B A I L . - eyl e .
The prices of soume items on the open*mnrket 4n Shanghhi were af ;‘91}0':1;::*

Item ‘ e o miy Price (IMP)

Beef R 1 catty 7000 ©
Pork chops 1 do o T000
Lean pork : o . D 6500
Ordinary pork with fat NP ydoy e o -, 5000
Suall chicken egg$ . . - - S yenen o o e 30
Medium-sized chicken eggs X e, o . . 299 "
Large chicken eggs 1 do. 7 800
Swell duck eggs T - ldo. 600
Medium-sized duck eggs’ - - oToLdes S e 750
Large duck egg® W rdey i T .. 900
Chicken : DWolsygatkg o oo o W9RO
"Mandarin" fish 1 ao. 5000
"yellow" fish C s 1 do. 2500
Cauliflower R A - - 0 3000
Celexy - e .., . 3 bundles

S i felightiy move o

Lhas Wepe BlipenCe MEtEY) e . 1000
Spinsch _ 1 oatty 2500
WEUN Tat-sen” type sults - o . . o
(for men snd womemn) - - I N, LS ta, 2QRP00

Hebd SR e (depending on quality)

Western styls Wen's inbem SUlis - .

Toag g en P Eonn

-} 850,000 to

toand TEITG qee weo, 54y 500,000 (depending

. T TP PR qms.tys"

Western style mew's ecomer:suibE:. .., ... 1 do. 560,000 to
e nar® samen BB SR 800,000 (dapenting

B E T Y s Latne e e ial w)
Penicillin, produced in o G 1\
Crechoslovekis I | stendard-size

Clataoeg s UMD E e - ERPetS mm e e .
PR BTG for Ghpse s P connt Lloe; ﬁpo
. Thgeh ™ fa o
o

‘rm-- sbmanta n# Bhanghal were kept fairly clean; —B_rm“trrwt
. ] L Repidants of epch lane were compelled 1o

cleaning of streets: in their % : Y., W @ HamAings: wepe. bedng torp govn in

all parts of the city in asden q widen edts. New DaveRARt Jete Klso being

1aid and very old:-buildings were ke FlpYced Ty mew M Jquadt’ about

four or five'u’peridl DigB. fiace o ar v THET ey A Wi e

. .
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The tranmsportation system in Shanghal §eshed toohavesinprovsd since the“occupa-
tion of the city by the Cormunists. Bus and trolley routes extended to all
parts of the city; there wes also bus service between Shanghai and several towns
in the Shanghai ares. A largs nupber of the pusses were converted from former
GNAC, CATC, UNARA,wnd CHRRA 2-% tan wiks' of B8/ wmnutactuge. . Thare were also
busses imported recently from Russisn satéfltve -ooustries dn Eagtexn Fyrope.
The number of trolley cers and busses in use in Shanghal was sufficlewt “for the
maintensnce of good service. The bus and trolley routes operated daily from
5:00 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. A few motor taxis and many pedicabs were available the
rest of the time.: SR
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8. The principal bdus routes in the Shanghai area were as follows:

a. #10 bus route, from Ranking Road and the Bund to Jeasfield Park vip Kenking
Road Central and Banking Road West, the former Bubbling Well Road.

b. #9 dws route, from Kanking Rosd and the Bund to Zikewei Pistrict via Yates
Road, Avenue Foch, Rue Roi Albert, Avenue Joffre, and Avemue Petagu.

c. #semmm,mmu.mmmmmwoo-m.

9. MbmsmmmnwimmWhub«nmotfqtsmo-bout
late 1953, when the comstruction of a concretomdi’run!h*itoﬂooomg
was completed. The trip by dus rro-&-u.nitolloo-ung.took approximtely
one hour.

10. mmmumx were as follows: JMP 500 for one«third the distance
orthenm;mwmrm-mrumuaun«;mwoommmuu.-
tance. Miul\ﬂthhbuflnto'ouung. There was no free transfer
from one route toc amother. ;

1ll. The principal trolley routes in Wimutouovl:

s, hh-ouqmm,rro-nonmmto‘st. Jeorge's Arcads on Nanking Road
Vest (turommmmum) via Garden Bridge, Nemking Road Cen-
b. #12 Trolley route mrmmatoat.m'-mmamnhim

 a04 Banking Rosd Central and Nesking Bosd Reot® |

12. htrm.ymnmchimtmtmmm:mum;tm

b, Third oclass; ammmmmmmuormumn for
mmmm;ummmmmmmgmggm

13. In

mmnmm«mumm,w“ “paps Stal
"Papa Malenkov® in & derisive manner. Before the death of Stalia they refer-
red to MAO Tse-tung as "Stalin's son” in the same manne
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17.

Telephone Service
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"Malenkov's son." Most Chinese in Shanghail believed that MAO would do
anything he was told to do by Malenkov. They placed the responsibility for
the shortage of food in Shanghei on Malenkov; they were certaln that large
quantities of food were being sent from China to the U.S.S.R. and its
satellites at Malenkov's bildding.

Some Chinese in Shanghai often referred somewhat respectfully to CHIANG Kai-shek
as the "old man." They also often expressed the hope that some day CHIANG would
be able to Eeturn to Chine and replace MAO as the head of a democratic Chinese
government.

The VOA broadcasts in the Chinese language and the broadcasts from Taiwan heard
in Shanghai were %ntelligible » but there appeared to be some slight interference
with all of them.” Chinese in Shanghsi were warned by Public Security Bureau

25X1

representatives, who visited their homes at least once every month, that it 25X1

was permissible to listen to VOA programs provided the radios were not tuned
in loud enough to be heard outside the room in which the radio was located and
time diecuss these programs.
any violation of these two rules would re-
SULT 1n punishment to the oIrender. A large number of people in Shanghai lis-
tened to VOA programs regularly and secretly discussed among themselves the
information obtained from these programs.

The telephone service in Shanghai was good; |
The dial tone started almost immediately after the

ng o ¢ receiver. The price of a telephone call on a public telephone
wvas JNP 500. The monthly charge for a private telephone was JMP 64,000; for
each call in excess of 20 there was an additional charge of JMP 300.

General Conditions

19.

201

al.

22,

About early 1953 the dredging of the Whampoo river area in the Yangtsepoo
District was completed.

The Jails in the Bhanghai area were officially referred to as "detention houses.™
Almost all of the prisoners, male and femsle, were eventually put to work, withe
out pay, on building roads in the SBhanghal area or were sent to other areas of
China to work on public construction projects.

The fee for treatment in the clinics of all hospitals in Shanghai was JMP 2000
for each visit. Medicines prescribed must be purchased by the patient at pub-
lic pharmacies.

While enroute in mid-August from Shanghsi to Canton by train via Hangchow, it
was observed that almost all the rice fields along the way were completely
flooded. One of the train conductors stated that this occurred when rivers
in the area overflowed their banks as & result of the heavy rainfall during
May, June,and July. The conductor stated that he was told by farmers in the
areas along the Hangchow-Canton Railroad that almost the entire rice crop in
these areas had been ruined by the floods.

.

1. Comment. This appears to be a rather generous ration. Reports
of smaller rations have been received which vary from 4 to 16 liang per
month.
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Comments

2.

Although almost all the namea of streets in Shanghai have been changed
since the occupation of the city by the Communists, most residents of
Shanghai refer to the streets by their old names, guch as Bubbling Well
Road, Avenue Joffre, etc.

According to the western system of computing age, this is between the
ages of 3 and 13.

These Chinese appeared to reflect the thinking of most Chinese in Shanghal,
who at first welcomed enthusiastically the Communists to Shanghai in May
1549 but who later became increasingly disillusioned because of exces-
sive taxation and the suppression of personal liberties by the Communists.
They now appear to have & nostalgic attschment for CHIANG.

This interference was apparently not caused by atmospheric conditions
or by the inadequacy of the radioc sets on which these programs vere
heard. It appeared to be the result of Jamming which, however, was not
of sufficient strength to meke the progrems completely unintelligible.
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