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1. 1In early March 1955, the Central Department for Finances and Prices in e
the Rast German Ministry for Machine Comstruotion was informed that a A

number of enterprises under the Ministry are %o be transferred from the
Main Administrations to which they have been subordinate so far and are
to be placed under a new Administration for Industrial Material (Ver-
n waltung fuer Industriebedarf). It was fur thexrmore specified that the
- financial acoounting of ihis sdministration would not be handled by the
above=-named Central Department, but independently of it. The first two
enterprises indiocated ae having been affiliated with the Administration
for Industrial Material, aa the Central Department for Finances and
Prices was informed on this ocooasicn, arel
VYEB Masohinenfabrik Sohkeudits, formerly under the MA fdr Chemioal,
Ceramicsend Pood Industries and 25X1
i VEB Astra in Karl-Marx-Stedt, formerly under the MA for
Precision Mechanics and Optics..

2, It is oonfidentially known among the employees of the Ministry that the
new Administration for Industrial Material is a cover name for the
former 18th Administration in Desasu, which has been reactivated in
the recent past. It seems that no definite official name has as yet .
been given to the reaotivated 18%th Administration and that the designation
nidministration for Industrial Material" is one of several cover names f
. used in the Ministry. It is also known that the Ministry has rubber
stamps whioch mad "1€. Hauptverwaltung Pirna® (18¢n MA, Pirna). q
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