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SOVIET JUL LICE |

& Lol I

Fundamental Principles of democratic Justice

For a more accurate comprehension of basic Soviet Justice, it
is necessary to understand the basis of Justice existing in democratic

countries. This is indispensable to obtaining & comparative back=-

ground.,
In democratic countries, the first and fundamental condition of

true Justice is the principle, that Justice must satisfy the follow=-
ing stipulations:

1. The court is equal for all. It serves to aduninister just-
ice. It cannot be the tool of the governing group, nor can it serve

the interests of one social group.

&, The qourt is independent in poth, 17 structure.and it's

activity, from the governing agent.

These two principles are the fruits of many centuries of trad-

88 & consequence of Christiun influence on our conceptions of morsels

and Justice.

Agcording to the, the fundamental principle of Ghriqt&gn just-

ice is individual freedom. ZBverybody is personally responsibde to

ST T oEnh

God and eartﬁly Justice for all of his actions. He is answerable,
regardless of his social position, financiul 8tatus, or connections,

He is not responsible to any private individual, but to clearly

formulated laws.

The law is the property of the community, and serves the com-

munity. EX1A
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the United States of ameriea, who in 1t's constitution separated
wholly the Judicial authority from the executive. In this way, it
clearly guarantees if's citizens full freedom, since there is & bal-
ance between the Jjudicial und executive powers. any americun citizen
can sue anyone, even the President and ovtain & Jjust verdict.

Other democratic nations have the same principles of law,'and
1f they differ in anyway from the aumerican, then it's only in minor
detsils which do not annul personal liperties of all eivilized
countries,

Besides these principles, others exist, which in short sare:

1., To judge, it is necessary to prove guilt.

2. The law must be humanitarian.

3. There is no collective responsibillity.

4. It isn't permissuble to set & punishment &s & frightening
example/it isn't allowable to judge an individual as an example to
others, - A

6. There is no crime if & luw is not broken. rhe analogy is
admissable only in civil law.

6. The law is not retroactive. No one can be punishea.for acts
comnitted prior to the enactment of a law prohibiting such acts., By
the sawe token, no ohe cun be punisheu for & crimse cbmmitted during
the existence of a law, if that luw hus since been repealed.

7. It is not permissable to Mry & person for the same crime
more than once. |

The question is, do these same principles exist in the Soviet
law? |

For the basis of analysis, I take the ériminal code of the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republic council. This was issued in Moscow, in

r ReteasER002101/2401G1A:RDRBA:H0926A003200020005-1
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1941, by the 'Juridiczeskoje 1zdatlelstwo N£J. Sojuza HLR! (Lawyer's

Publisaing Jo., Supeeme Court of thne toviet Union)}, the vriainal
Conduct Code 'Ugolowno Processuelny) <odeks RSKin', and the consti;
tution of the USSR which wa8 published in 1936 ana is universally
known as Stulin's Constitution.

In . certain republics, different criminal codes exist, out they
differ only in the number of articles, 50 that the code of the HbFix

1s decisive for all of the USSR,
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PART II L

BOVIED PRINCIPLEL OF S NO ISR ING JULLICE
CHaPDmx I

Belativeism ang Perrorisnm - : R

The foundation of Soviet Justice,as 1t's entire system, is
relativeism, It manifests itself inuthe Principle of Lenin, the
foundoer of Uommun;sm, that: '"lhe courts are the instruments of the

Proletariat autnority and the working country-man,® hig motto is

the slogun in a1l court rooms, and is hung above the heudy of tne
Judges, fof all to see,

On the other hand the continuouys inconsistency of the standards
for dispensing Justice, changing time after time, depehding on the
Political 1lines and party tactics, confirms this ussertion,

The famous - "mogt brogressive and liberal constitution in the
world' Prepossesses thig in the Jjuridical Sense that the first'artioles
0f this constitution reuq: = |

Art. 3. The USSR ls a socialist government of the worging end

beasant classes,

Art. 2, The politioal foundation of the USSR ig ¢reated by &

working oclagy delegates' gouncil which grew and amassed,
with the resultant overthrow of the landowners ang

capitalists, ang the attaining of g proletariat dictas-

¢ of the RSFSR eriminal code,
) "The oriminal legislatiop 0f the KROFLK hgg gg it's task,

the protection 0f the socialist workers and beasants

iReu order, from the
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goclally dangerous acts practiced before indlviduals,

which havéng been committed, cuan be countersctec with
measures of social protection listed in the aforemen~
tioned code.'

From the above articles of the constitution; and the criminal

code, 1s this c¢leur issue: the principle of free courts does not

exist in dussia, but the worker-pessant c¢lass suthorities have juri-
sdiction 6ver sduinistering justice., There is no Justice for unyone
other than the privileged class, justice serving as & tool of pro-
tection for the common group, and for that reason-it cannot be said
that Soviet Justice has for it's goal the discoveryof objective trutne,
which is the principle of udministr;tive Justice,

In Soviet courts, no one eppoeals to anyone else for esvidences of
truth., Investigative techniques and court proceuures depend on prin-
ciples of confessions of guilt, and repentsnce,

To the question of the accused as to why Hif he is being charged,
the regulation answer is: "We will not teil you. It is up to you to
confess, self-accuse, and repent”,

The Bolshevik courts are instruments of the proletariat end
worker-peasunt in the battle against the bourgeois and capitalistic
world, The Russilan government uses the courts as tools of terror
relative to class dié;inction. The entire Judiciary and penal appuara-
tus in the USSR 1s set up to exterminate enemies of the proletariut, and
above all, enemies of Russia. It'y terroristic ohuaructer depends on
this,

The above ideals and principles of law manifest themselves even
in oourt techniques, and the nomination of Bolshevik Judges, mven the
lowest court judges are chosen or appointed for a short period of time,

and they arse frequently funotionaries of the MVD whigh is the 1nve=t-

S
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lgating organ.‘ Obviously, under these circumstances, the motions
presented by the public prosecutor, must reach the sar of a sympa=-
thetic and obliging Jjudge.

The terroristic charscter of Soviet courts manifests itself in
the total luck of discrimination between the categoriec of crimes
pursued by the public prosecutor, and those orimes under private
investigation. =« necessary basls for judielsal investigations, and
immeaiate application of preventive measures, including imprisonment,
is every informer's report, even though it may be anonymous.

Phis terroristic charscter of Bolshevik Jjustice is more clearly
and realisticélly shown in the formulation of legislaetive comprehen-
gion of the crime of counter-revolution. This category of crime is
dealt with in art., 58, whieh is the wost formidable of all the &articles
in the Soviet criminal code.

This article begins in the following generel formula:

TCounter-revolution is considerec to be every deed, directed to
the overthrow, uprising, or weakening of the authorative council
of the worker-peasants, and eleéted by them, on the basis of the

Constitution of the USSR and the constitution #f the governing

republic, the government of the worker-peasunts of the USSR, uni-

ted and autonomous republic, or to rebel against or weaken the
internal securify of the USSR and the principles of economic,
political and national conquerors of the proletariast revolution.

Through the strength of integnational solidarity of interests in

8ll workers, all such actions are also oonsidered counter-revolu~

tionary, if they are aimed against any other worker's states,

even though they do not belong to the USSR,?!

After this introduction in 14 paragrapha (paragraph 1 has 4 sube

paragrdphs’ individual types of counter-revolutionary activities are

25X1A
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defined, among whioh evident acts of treason and esplionsge can not

awaken any kind of reservations. On the other hand, paragraph 14 of »
the aforementioned article has the unususd distinction of being a
regulation in the Bolshevik o:iminal code which, in every instance

or ciroumstance, can be applicable to every oitizen.

Here is it's contents:

Art. 58 Par., 14, -~ 'Counter-revolutionery sabotaée; that is, a

conscious disregurd of duties assigned by anyone, or purposeful

carelessness in thelr performance with the main purpose’of weak-
ening the governing authority and the effectiveness of the statels
apparatus, has as & consequence = loss of liberty for a tlme not
less than 1 jear, confiscation of all or part of property,'with’
adaptations of more seﬁere punishment for particularly extenuating
circumstances, to the highest medium éf community protection «
death and confiscation of weslth.'

If it is taken into considerdtlon, that &n Russia all phases of
1ife are under state control, all inscourately performed duties.gyf
can be considered, and in practice are considq;ed, as counter-revolu-
tionary sabotage, and are judged by par. 14, srt. 58. ‘

In the adminiétration of punisﬂﬁent, the Bolshevik code often
considers confiscation of property. If it is noted how difficult it is
to acquire anythingin Ruassia, such as a decent suit, a watch, to say
nothing of a little home or furniture, - then 11 stands to reason that
confiscation of property, notably of a family of moderate mezns, is
nothing more than application om a large scale, an easler form of

collective responsibllity.

.- 25X1A ! 3
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CHAPTER II 1
\

PrinciplesMeasures of State Protection

When we begin to éonsider principles of lasw, snd the neeu to comply
withuthem and their pﬁnishment, then we com to the conclusion that our
pprinions regarding the reality of the punishment are aividec. Some
people consider punishment as nothing more than & certain type of re-
quital or- payment to society for breaxing society's laws., ©Oimply
8tated, it 1s the revenge of society for committing an uct incomputinle
to morals and ethics of the society in which the criwminal lives,

Others contend with the assumption that society does not huve the
right to demand punishment on the principle of revenge., ooclety itself
1s to blame beczuse it did not give the offender the possioility.to
live honestly. Instead of punishment they propogate the principle of
prevention and the education of citizens, and reguraing offences, to
adept community protective meusures. In the theory of lew, this prin-
ciple is known as Perri's theory. |

Both of these opinions have their disciples..and their opponents,
in general however, there is a soﬁndprevailing principle of applying

laws as a means of protecting society. |

l

Russien law - in it's agssuunption - likewise steers itself to the
prigciple of community protection. Wwith it's peculier *drive', and

in consequence of it's exceeding Wgy ignorsnce of tne ggd essence of

i
this theory, brings this principle to criminal absurdities, ‘
In it's penal legislation, Russian law admits meussures of commu- l
{

nity protection towards persons who have not commited & crime or offense,§

but who%gggl_gf is in o pqsition t0 commit an offense,

" —————

R o

art, 9 of the criminsl conduct code plainly states when community

protective measures are applicable:

S

1. Prevention of new offenses which may be committed by persons

Approvad For \:RDP80-00926A003200020005-1
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who had aiready perpetrated & crima. '
2, Influencingnother wavering members of soclety.

3., adjusting perpetrators of oriminal scts to conditlons of com-

munity life in a worker's nation.

Preventive measures are divided into 3 categoriesy a) community

protective measures with a judiocial-corrective characteristic,

b) medicinal characteristic, o) medical-corrective, that is mixed. The
application of these measures are prudently set forth in suitable art=
{oles of the criminsl conduct code (art. 20 - £6).

Community protection through judicial corrective measures adapts
itself thru: a) compulsory expulsion from the USSR as an.enemy of the
working classes, b) deprivation of fresedom ih correctional work camps,
o) deprivation of freedom in piisons, end ot last as the supreme mea-
sure of defense, d) a sentence of death before & firing squad. This
1ast is temporarily suspended (at least in theory).’j?'ﬁfﬂ"kq '%ﬁ~”“f;”J

In practice, the application of all these community Brotective |
measures in 994 of the ocases, leads to imprisonment in concentration
camps locsted in the remote regions of Siberis and Northern Buropean
Russia, as well as a sentence of deathe.

When the punishment 'expulsion from the USSR' is consildered, i%v
would be treated by the condemned not as & punishment, but as @& highest
reward, if it were applied more often. Unfortunately, the history of
Soviet justice can boast of scarcely a few instances of applying this
paragrgph in practice. They can be counted on the fingers of one hand:
The exile of Trotsky, & few Polish officials of the Ministry of social
welfare in 1942-3, and the latest banishment of the well know, through
her pro-communistioc convictions, the American writer 4Anna L. Strong.

At first sight, it would seem that & similar chapter for applyihg

preventive measures exists in democratic countries. That is however,

25X1A -
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only ’at first sight'.

The demooratioc administration of justice sets as it's gif aim the
disclosure of objJective truth. It cannot therefore, base the.admini-
8tration of punishment, solely on the principal of preventive measures.
& condition fornapplying preventive measures is the removal of evidence
that the suspect is, or can become & menace to society. <This is a oleaf
out affair,.and is readily conveyed, if it can be applied helpfully with
adequate legal medical advice, supported by.elements of professional
opinions. That is & stipulation of applying community welfare defense
measures, and even democratic law is extremely careful in the appli~
cation of this law, The american laws are especially careful, and in
many instances, stipulates that a measure for community prctection can
be abolished in cases that have disfinct symptoms.of improvement. In
democratic countries, this theory applies only to coriminal cases. It
is not permissable to apply this theory to an offense of an idealistic~
political nature.

Democratic nations are guided by the éverlasting‘principles form-
ulated in the snort but full essence of the five freedoms, Being gulded
by them, they cannot conform to the theory of applying communityapro-
tective measures without restrictions, as it couldn't be reconciled with
objectives, or with respect of personal liberty, or even with free
thought. The result of applying tnis principle is the compulsory res-
triction of creativeness and individual development. We know full well
that individuel development is the foundation of humanity's development,
The application of this principle is possible solely in a dictatorship.
It is possibly only in Soviet Kussia, where the theories of a proleta-
riat dictator, and the practices of a dictator's.olique use the pretext
of Jjustice, which they themselves define, as 'a toll of the regime in

powereand a means of protecting one class.' Only and exclusively, in a

v e R At
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one~party dictatorship, in whicn Jjustice 1is aefined as weing a tool of
the reigning political system, the theory of community protective mesa-
gures mey have -~ and unfortunately has - it's own applicution. rhe
very definition, thaf the Soviet 1s & state of laborers and peasants, is
the basis for the courts to Judge as to who is & danger to the common
walfare,

The mnext point in aArt, 9 expects to use punishment as & meunsnto
Tstrengtihen wavering members of the stute'. Who are the wavering?

Weil, let's try to define 1it: & wgvering member 1s one who 1t subject to
doubt that all that is subaitted as truth oy the government ~ is rignt.

The next paragraph metes out punishment, not peaause & person is
guilty, but to 'adjust offenders to life in & worker's state'.

In paraphrasing the legal terms, the entirety of this unusual
principle is as foilows:

We will educate  you as we see fit, and as is convenient to us. If
you don't like it, sand if you show any signs of individwality, or vetray
even the slightest capacity for srgumentation, you will be sent to
prison,"'

It is indicuted again: Laws are the tools of terror, and subjective

education of the maéees.

. The law had changed itself into a tool of collective revenge of

one class over snotherd

| 25X1A o o
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Duties of a Jenouncer, Collaective nesponsibility,
Judging by analogies, and the Xetro-active Operation
of law. rhe world wide meeach of Bolshevik Justice,

In order to aid the machine that is responsible for terroristic

acts and the 'overseer' of it's tasks, the farsighted Soviet judiocials

incorporated articles and bParagraphs which practicually force all the

cltizens to cooperation with the investigating end Judicial orguns., a

number of paragruphs exist, which waxke it imperative for the citizens
to act as policewmsn and sples, und the obligation of denunciation. Lack
of cooperation is punished.

Vindictiveness, the lowliest tralt of people stunding at the lowest
level of developuent, found it’s Place in sultable rules which seem to
make laws work retroactively.

The parugraph dealing with the right of judging by analogy, extends
the possibility of lifgtimé bunishment,

S0 that there wouldn't be any dount that Soviet law is the tool of
the rulers, and inexorably prosecutes 8ll antugonists, there is & law
which authorizes Soviet justiqg to act over the whole world,

The famous art, 58, parJ&C ;ays:

*In the event of desertion of ﬁilirary bPersonnel, and flight across

the Dborders, all members of his family who are of age, and have

aided %n Yhe p?epiration or completion of the tressonaple act, or

who &VVQ;E???”%WéEQ.Oi,;ﬁA und huve not informed the guthorities,

are sentenced frouw 5 to 10 years imprisonment and confiﬁCatipn of

all propertyd all mavure members of the traitor's family who have
lived with him, or have been supported by him at the time of the

offense, are liable to loss of voter's rights und deportation to

the remote regions of Siberia for 5 years"

Ma [ Y a R T‘I‘Q e A ol R I ke a] s e :—rea‘c not ley because it
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orders the denuncistion of members of your own family, (democratic laws
allow the privélege of not testifying against relatives) but also bscause
it automatlically calls before the var, and sentences &ll members of tne
family, whether guilty or nots

This is a typicsl example of collective responsibility that is so
characteristic of a totalitarian organization. Let's not forget the
perfect principles of German justice which sentenced millicas to desath
for being members of a certain race, nor forget the deaths of millions
of familles, Jjust because one member of the family fought against
Naziism., Such a luw exlsts now in Russia, coussia sdapted that law in
a somewhat different form.

We dldn't want to believe this, until the time that & grest number

of soldiers had personally seen the brutality of camps like suchenweld

and Dachau, and we don't want to believe the reality azbout Hussia even

now. But it is & fact! 4 fact established by law!

i RIS e R

4n averuge person, accustomed to the orderly laws of a democracy,
cannot comprehend this type of lawlessness which has & legal form. We
cannot believe, that for example, & person who had lived with his family
and had been a deserter from the army (in mussia, this is compareble to
treason), that his entire family, parents, relatives, and even Semeidmes
& sub~tenunt are sent 1o prison, tne family is for all tl.e separateu,
and even infants are punished since they are denied parental protection
and are sent to orphanages wherevthey are trained as rovots, WKi without
heart or soul, without sentiments and other habits of.the 'rotten
bourgeois',

Art, 58 1s the most widely used article in the Soviet., 4t least
80/% of all prisoners are sentenced on it's basis.

Being an inmate of many prisons and labor cesmps, 1 often asked my

fellow prisoners the reuson for their veing sentenceu. +he answer was
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short: "family memver". f{hat is & very commonly met 'erime' and isn't
even commented on by prisoners of Soviet birth, since thut is & thing
taken for granted and lsn't worth mentioning. <his was strange only to
the Western peoples, as they couldn't comprehen this principle of
'justice?,

Since beihg related to an offender is an offense in 1itself, and is
punishable by trial, it isn't at &1l odd that communistic zeal attempts
to apply these princlples not only in the courts,.but &lso in every
phage of life. 4fter all, Soviet lew expects and teaches the 'wxter-
mination éf class eneuiss', Bvery right thing Communist, every step of
official orgéné, and every office is authorised to practice the amt of
extermination. In fussis, there has been established a custom of
hereditary and collective responsibility which is not encompassed in the
framework of the code, but found in writtan‘orders from the ruling powers

On the information sheet of every prisoner or guspact, following
the genersl rubrics regarding name, age, and profession, follows a
question not found anywhere else in the world: social extraction
(soeproizchozdzenije). It isn'tufound in countries half feudelistic,
but 1s is found in the country of 'social equality'. If & prisoner
finds himself in the unfortunate position of having a father who was any
gort of a proprietor or, God forbid, a state official, there is no power
which could wrest him from the clutch of the MVD., After all, the law
defines him as being an 'enemy of the classes'. Your father was an
enemy, S0 that mukes you an senemy.

To this day, there exists in xussla, & special class of 'licentees’
that is, scraps. Lhere aren't muny, it 1s true, because they were weeded
out by decree., <These few are former proprietors, their families and
thelr descendants. They are deprived of 21l citizenship rights, and do

. not even have the right to serve in the army. ] B
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During the perioa of intense liguidation of 'enemies of the state'
1930-32, the newspupers were full of personul proclamations in which
sons renounced their fathers, ets. Iater these proclumuations somenow
vanished.,. Bvidently Lhey aidn't do uny good,

The principle of collective responsiviliiy im international
agpects is also seen in the doviet coae. I huve wlrewdy clitea the oe-
ginning of art. 53, It's lust sentence reuas: 'furougn the wilgnt of
international solidmrity.of interects of »ll vorkers, counter-revolu-
tionary acts are wlso punithea, if thoy zre climed zguinet any ciner
worker's stutes, even tnougsu thel ~#re not anconpwusca in the ULlk',

Parugrupn 4 of this article reuds:

'Bvidence of any nelp to thot part of intern.tionul capituwlisu,
which does not recognize the eruality of rights of the comumunist ic
gystem which will repluce the cupitalistfc systew, and hwsiens to
overthrow it, likewise.....racognition of enewmies of the UlLLa
efficiency carries the possibility of loss of liverly for w« périod
of time to be not less than 3 yeurs, on Lo the highest me.seure of
gtete protection, death vefore & firing squud together witi...etecs'

The prescripeu code does not only concern oHoviet citizenc, but
also &ll those who méy at some time find themwselves in & sphere of
influence of Soviet wuthority. Of course opposition to the orgunization
of & communistic structure is punishuole. For exumple, the fact that
at one time you pald tuxzes proves that you supported the capitalistic
structure, s0 you zre an enemy And subject to punishment,

In order to make certuin thuat ull opposition is unforgotten wna
punished, the farsightea Soviet law has in reserve gtill Qnother
characteristic paragraph, which like the others, conflicts with the
principles of democratic law. <This is par. 13, art. 58.

It upsets the eternsal =nd r¥ighteous Romwn principle: "Justice is
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not retroactive' /lex retro non agit/,

This paragraph, translated in lay language for the better.under-
standing of the reader, reads more or less as: If at any tiwe you had
ever done anything incompatiblé to Soviet lawleg. you served in the
Ameriocan 4Army, therefore you uphedd the capitalistic organization),
even though you hud acted according to the laws of your country, you
were responsible to the laws existing in russia, The exouse that you
knew nothihg of this law, Just a8 you are ignorant of the laws on Murs,
is not accepted. You will be tried, because after all, tvhe laws are
written to be ?bided by. Par, 13 exists for all the world, and fore-~
sees 'measures for community proteotion in the form of death before s
firing squad, with confisoation of property as an added possibilitys

That ien't all, It may happen, that in spite of such far-reaching
laws already cited, a certaln action may take place which will not be
qualified to be listed a8 an offense {(despite the existance of Par, 14).
Could it be possible that there is a chance for the agcused to be sat
free? Well, let's see what Art. 16 of the eriminal code of the RSFSR
says., .

'If this, or any other act which'Jeopardizes community welfare is
unforeseen in the code, then the basis and sphere of responsibility

for it is determined by those articles of the‘code which deal with

acts simil?r to the one in question.'
No other oTiminal codes in the world allow judging by analogies,
This stems frowm the spirit of the old Roman principle, that there ils no
crime if a law 18 not broken. Uemocratic law plainly states that a
person is subject to punishment, only if a luw forbiddlng such acts,
exists during the commission of such an act,

If the Bolsheviks adapted this principle, it mighf happen thsat

many people wouiﬁ be freeu from the threat of arrest. They don't want
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this to happen. The law has to be feured.

Doeas this%law have practical applications? Ooviouslyd
Personally, I was sentenced, among other reasons, that to the
question of th? Judge that as & Lolish soldier would I filght ageinst
Soviet Kussia % answered, "I would have fought had I been so commended"s
That answer wa% underlined in my verdict as proof of my unwillingness
, -

to adjust myselF to communism. Hundreus of thousands of Polish offi-
clals weye sent?noed to years of imprisonment for performing adminie
g8trative funoti?ns in Poland, during it's independence. Jfhousands of
police were ahe% without benefit of trisl simply because they werse
police, and theﬁefora, guardians of the capitalistic organization. For
proof of this stﬁtement, I foer the name of one camp in which 5,000
police were impr}soned during 1959040, from which none 1s left living:
Ostaszkow, near ?ologd&h

Punishment %s meted out for the acts of your futher and forefathers,

and for the fact that ydu are living in a non~-communistic world.

s s . ol i i e Gy SR
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CHAPIRR IV

Soviet Humanitarism and Justice

The Bols?evi& anti-humanitarian administration o€ Justice is seen
a) the procedure with infants, children, ana women,
b) the treautment of political prisoners,
¢) the ijolution of the prisoner with regard to his family,
d) the procedure doaling wlth pardons from the death penalty,
o) the iﬁvestigating methods, and
£) organlzation of prisons and slave labor camps.

N

Children and youths do not constitute any special exceptions when

|

the.administrjtion of justice is considered in the USSR, The opiminal

gode treats tWese affairs short and concisely, devoting two articles
to them in 1it's general part. art. 12 of Part III, entitled *General
Principles of Ponal Policy', establishes that:

"Minors vhag have reached the age of 12 and are under suspicion of
committing robbe;y, perpetrating én outrage, doing bodily damage, orip=- |
pling, or commi%ting murder will be'subject to trisl with applications )
of all types of punishment". ]

Art, 25 of Part IV, when speaking of protective community meésuresl:
in the first place mentions: -

"returning minérs‘to the custody of parents, guardians, trustees,
relatives,'if %hey have the power to restrain them =~ or other ipndivi-
duals or institutions”, |

More frightful than the letter of the law to sentenceg children,y
is the actuality of the sentence. I'll return to that later. ‘

, Bquadity of rights for the Soviet woman is seen in her treatmént
regarding the administration of justice on an equal basis with men.' Th i

~result of this is oynioism and shamelessness in procedures with ﬂ# the
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female prisoner, in methods of investigm=tion, the brutulity of admin-

lstering punishuent, and it it's execution. <~Zregnuncy &nd care of an
infant does not enter into the distrioution of punishment. <r‘he penalty
of death is applied,With the same ruthlessness in regaros to & woman &8s
& man, The sick and the ageu are tre.tea just as ruthlecssly. <Lthe only
exception established for pregnant women and those unaer 18 yeurs is
that the-deatn sentence can not be applie. to them /art. <z of the
criminal code/s

#3p0litical or counter-revolutionary prisoner of the voviet is
treated & great deal worse then u common crininal, +<his favoring of
criminals wus not only establishe. throughupractice, but it results from
the principles of collective responsibility. If the futher of & oriwmi-
nal was not a proprietor, then by reason of hils proleturisat descent, he

is considered a victim of the capitalistic system, aaa for thut reason
.."/—‘~

merits leniency from the proletariat courts.

A prisoner in nussia is denied the privilege of communiCating witn
his family not only during the time of investigation, but even during
his entire prison term. He cannot even let thewm know he nad been
arrested, or to what prison he is confined.

Ine Soviet prisoner has no possibility to complain of sbbuses

practiced by the prison superintendent or the investigating Orgune

Bvery 00mplaint'must go through the prison chisef, and the prisoner can
not check whether it had been delivered, If it should happen that &
procurator visits the c¢ell olock, then no one will be so th&ughtless as
to volce & grievance that had not gone through the prison chief.

4Actual loss of citizenship rights woes not start when & veraict is
handed down, out frow the moment of arréut by the MVD,

During the time of investigastion, the most brutal methods ere used
to force a confession. <rhese methods do not yield in anything, and in
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‘ = GONFIDENTIAL/US .OFFIGIALS ONLY

> T




Approv‘or Release 20027(’)7?2% :.CIA-RDP80-009&003200020005-1
gome oases surpass the notorious methods of Hitler.

Particularly glaring anti-humanitarianism is seen in the procedure
and treatment of the prisoner sentenced to death. Anticipatioh of a
pardon while walting for confirmation of the verdict may lust months.
fhe prisoner is kept in the death cell all this while, in an atuosphere
conducive to madness,

So called reformatory labor camps, und in particular concentration
camps, - disregarding difficult ¢limutlce conditions - are so organized

that only those prisonsars thet huaveea strong physical construction cun

survive in them for any sreut length of time. +he main taeck of these

labor camps is tihe mass biologleal extermination of enemies of the

communistic purty.
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CHaPMa V
The Outgrowth of éxtra-Judicial Justice

The frzrsighted and far-re_ching Soviet lew, which even forsees the
application of Soviet laws on terruin not yet embrucec with doviet
Tjustice” is not the only organ of judgment in the USSR, an institution
which 1s mightier and more formidable than the law &and constitution
combined exists inmthe USSR. This institution ie know as '"Ministerium
Wnutrennych Diel! - Ine Ministry of Internal affuirs - the last incor-
porstion of the notorious "Czexal,

In spite of »rt., 112 of thé Soviet constitution which estwolishes
that 'judges are independent, they are subject only to the laws', the
court with 1t's rules is not the principad institute dispensing Justice.
At least 90% of the 'justice’ meted out to politicel prisoners is in the
power of the MVD, beyond the realm ofiathe court,

The MVD is the communistic venguurd of armeu revolution and Soviet
rule, and keeps an eye on the political trend of thought of it's citi-
zéns, regardless of whether they are membefs of the communistaparty,
the milltary, or government officials, +he MVD received legul recog-
nition frowm the Executive Central Committee of the UELR, which elthough
belng unconstitutional, nevertheless in general practice has more
meaning and is more important than the legal courts, <he practice of
extra-judiociad justice is more wide-spread and more severe than the
legal kind of justice.

The democratic structure also has it's extra-judiczl justice -~ the
administrative, However, thne administrative fines are so unimportunt,
and comprise only a smull categgry of offenses that only & small per-
centage of people are concerned with the existance and activity of this
organ. Minor traffic violators, inebristed disturber's of the pesace,

and coreator's of a public nuisance feel the activities of administrative

, & 25X1A i s
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laws th?b gh the payment of a fine, or « day of arrest,

The Soviet method of sduinistrative Justice is so universal and
handles such a wide gphere of offenses, that the grestest percentage of
the convicted is through the efforts of the IVD, and these sentence
range for many, many yeurs,

The pfactices of the MVD were never, in any place, publicly pro-
claimed and no one, with the exception of a small group of thelgslit-

buresu and the heads of the MVD, xnows their extent and what areas it

comprises. Lthey are so extensive énd so special, that they decide over
life in the USSR,
Bven though £noy one has heard 0f, or doesn't know what these

bractices are, it does not Prevent the authorities from bunishing the

people for their violation. 4nd that is law'. Soviet jurisdiction

¢ does not say that in order to acquire legal power of authority it is

necessary to publish the fact. Why should 1t?

Soviet lsgislation does not cleurly define the difference between a':
law and a disposition or order. 1In the West on the other hand, a dis- |
position must bé Supported by a law Binding the power, and must be
publicized,

The practical coniequence of this principul of Soviet legislation
is that the entirse udninistrative subordinste activitynis not objective
rule, out a politicsal aim,

The might of the MVD, and it's terroristic character, is based on
these peculiarities of Soviet legislation,

It is cleur that this activity is an 1llegul one which endows
Soviet justice, and the entire communistic sy tem, advgbsoluteliire-
actionary.éharucter. ?

We do not know the rules which the MVD follows, but we do know the

‘results of their 'lawvor', end these enable us to put forward the asser-
25X1A
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ESPIONAGE & DPRODSZYISM

The Russisn Authorities ocame to the conclusion that 1% wasn't
enough to desl with espionage in the oriminal code, 80 they inserted
the means of fighting it in their Conatitution. art, 133 of the
USSK Constitution (1936) reads as follows:

"Preason, breuch of oath, going over 1o the side of the
enemy, causing damage to the military power of the
nation's espionage system, are punishuble with the full
severity of the law, as the greatest crime”.

Art, 58, par. 14 and 1B of the criminal cods states the maximum
panishment for orimes specified in art. 1, 2, and 3 £ of the
Constitution. This is clear and understandable, énd would need no
discussion were it not for it's applications in specific instances
during the exlstance of these particular articles.

Phe specific naming of the espionage and sabotage act in the
Constitution, and it's enforoemeﬂt, creuted‘a special complex re-
garding ‘é&%b%égSI‘ The result of this complex is the indubitable
fact%thpt in no other country in the world are there &0 many sentenced
for ézggggégkés in Russia. (and, unfortunately, do we know as little
about any country as we know about Rusgia). Industrial s;;g;;;;ﬁis
dealt with the same as the military, and there is no difference in
the punishment. This complex brought about the oconclusion, that in
the eyes of the law, every alien who 1s not a aéﬁﬁéénr, is at least
a candidate, and sooner or later, will become one. While ihupriaon,
I did not meet & single alien who did not have a psragraph dealing
with espionage affixed to his verdiot. Nearly all Russians having
‘oonfact with aliens, even accidental, are in slave 1§bor caups &8
sples., Personslly I was sentenced Lale‘aom e¢na that because I was

e messenger of the French intelligence, toge;her with General Si- i
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korski's band, and in contact with the English-American counter-
intelligence (sic!Q, strived to overthrow with force, the Soviet
organization". I personally knew a Soviet enginseer who was im=-
prisoned in.a glave laggr gamp for many years, because he had
bought an arithmetic bodk from a German consulate officieal for -

60 rubles (about 10 dollars). He was sentenced to 6 years im-

prisonment. The verdict was motiv..ted because Tthe sumn was SO

gmall, that there is no doubt that he must have given secret in-
formation in sddition to the money'. He was sentenced by the MVD,
and .the official charge was, 'gquected of esplonage'. I could
name hundreds of such cases.
Another morbid complex of Soviet Justice 1s Trotskyism.
Phe official 3Bolshevik doctrine defines Trofskyism as a radicsal
. leftist dooctrine, depending on & program of permanent revolution,
gupported on one side against capitalis, and from the- other side
against extrememnationalisme. The theoretical difference between the
opinions of Trotsky and Stalin depende on ihis, that Trotsky held
out for the first plan for world revolution, holding Russia as an
example, internal sirife in capitalistic countries. Stalin resolved
to oreate socialism in one country, which having been accomplished,
he would have started & revolution relying on his arﬁy.
The interpretation of Trotgkyism by the MVD is very extensive.
For the MVD, a Trotskyite is not only a follower of Trotsky, but he
is in fact every Communist and non-Communist wbo»dées not adhere to
| the political line of Stalin. 411 foreign Communists who do not
acknowledge the authority of the Cominform, or have no contact with
S it, are'Trotskyites, and sooner ‘or later, at the earliest possible
time, find themselves impriaoned; I frequently met hundreds of Poles,

Czechs, Rumanians, and Hungariens, who were truse Communists, and
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Incidentally, I can add that Soviet legislature pesses out
extremely high sentences for crossing the border, regardless of
whether it be leaving or entering Russis, Leaving fussia is con-
gldered treason, and ocan be punishable by death. Illegal entrance

into Russia is punishsble by not less then 3 yesars imprisonment

in a slave labor camp. More often than not, the sentence is from
b to 8 years, which is tantamount to & 1life sentence.
This gomplicated Loviet justice is the reason for the ;392.

———on...

Curtain.
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¢diPBn VIT
Phe Justificution of the Beonomic System

The practical application of all these laws, and above =11, the
extra-judical justice is the cuuse of the imprisonment of frow 10 1o 156
million person in Xksm soviet fussis. Dhis huge aruy of common slaves is
forced to labor for the benefi; of the orgenization, literulily for &
piece of oread, zand constltutes a grant factor in the economic system of
the Soviet. It very radlcually solves many economic¢ probleme, so I'll
only name?! &) the dumping of polibiéal truffic on foreign uwarketce,

b) the unemployment situation, and c) the development of backward l&1 ao.
The cheapness of labor permits competition in the world markets. Since
it has been in force, modern slevery has helped solve & proolem thet hsas
always been & difficulty for gupitalistic countries - the unemployment
problem. The lack of laoorers is being felt 1n ausgis, ana they are
forced to an ever greater reuch into the woms=n's reserve, women &YE
employed in ever widening spheres of labor, |

This great domund on labor would bring about a greut migruation of
laborers in & gearch for greater employee penefite and better pay, which
in reality constitute better living and climatic conditiona. To aboid
this, Russgian law forbids the voluntafy change of residence and place
of employment.

The rules governing punishment for tardiness and apsenteelsm &are
also very severe, The decree of 1940, witn prudent foreesight, states
the severe punishment for leaving & place of employment, or being late
for work. The law dealing with 'ubsenteelsm' estublishes the fine for
migsing one day of work, without a legitimate excuse, at & loss of 255
.pay for a period of six mcaths, = repetition entails a punishment of
gix months of labor without pay in a labor camp. = third Tabsence’ is

tantamount to an act of indui%ﬁﬁ%} gubotage and is liable to art. 38
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psr. 14, and theoretlosally is punishable with the fu}l penzlty, including
death, but in general practlce & sentence of 8 yeurs in a labof camp is
'meted oute.

Besides iaprisonment in prisons and sluve labor camps, there is.a
widespread practice in Russia of forced migrution of peoplé, and even
entire populations, to Siberiu and Centrul nsis, This action is dicta-
ted by two motlves:t netional politics, and economic plune for convérting
the Soviet into u compast Buropeun-asiatic nution. For the reulization
of such a gre.t reoullding, & vast terrain has to be colonized. The
needed colonists are recrulted from the smaller nations as Poland, Lith-~
uania, Lore.s, Usbpeck, énd above above all, the Ukraine. The official
statistics of the Soviet show usathat the lessening of the number of
Ukreniuns in the Ukraine from 1950-1940 to be greater thean 10 million.

It is true that in those years about 4 million died from starvation, but
there had also been & nuatural birth increuse, (one of the largest in the
world), so thet it can be boldly stateu that within 10 years about 12 to
15 million people had been forcefully displaced from the Ukraine. |

History is being repeated in the mass displacement of persons &cc-
ording to the examples of medievudl and ancient times. The 20th century
is reliving the epoch of sluve tr.ffio. It is happening in the 'most
pngreasive nation in the world', which has the 'most libersal constitutionl

in the world', and the 'most humanitarian law'. |

25X1A
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CHaPIBER VIII

" Conoclusions

The conveyed analysis of certain points of the Bolshevik criminal
code, and articles of the Russian constitution, which speak of the
organs for dispensing Justice, glves authority to draw the following
conclusions?

The dispensing of justice in the USSR has nothing in éommon with
the democratic principles of Justice since:

l. It has a judicisl relative characteristic, and in practice,
above all, an administrative one.

2 It has techniques of authorative execution.

3, It is a technique used for the realization of world revolution.

4, It 18 an activity regulating the demands of labor, #ndispensable

to the discharge of extensive investigating duties organized through
the state,

B, It is the reformatory-educating agency that has us it's aim
the zEImstirmg adjustment of non-communistié persons to life in a

worker's state,

25X1A
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LArT II1

ORGANTLATIONS ADMINILEAING JULIICE
Pechnlques of Investigations and Court Procedures
| CHAPTER I
Judicial Organizationx

Art, 104 of the Soviet constitution:

'Dhe finel law court is the Supreme court of the USSR, It super -

vises the activities of all judicial organs in the USSR and the United

Republics?
Art, 103 of the constitutiont

'Supervision over all court activity is performed at the direction
of the people's assessor (narodnych zasiedatiele)), exceptingin the
instences specifically set apart by law'.

Art, 112 of the constitution?

'Judges are independent, and subject only to the law',

The sutonomy of United Republic oourts 1s preserved in the judl-
cisl authority organization. This principle however, does not apply to
| the appointment of a prosecutor. Prosecutors of Republics of the union
have the right to appoAnt dlstrict prosecuators, and minor officilals, but
only with the approval of the Supreme Prosecutor of the USSR, Each
Republic hes individusel criminal codes. This "individuality' 1s seen
in the numbering of ﬁhe code with their 1identical conténts in the RSFSR

code.
The sdded table portrays the actual Soviet Jjudical orgunization

TaBlEs

25X1A

Approved For Release 2002/0 ; 003200020005 1.,
ONI‘IDTTJTIAL/US OF’FICIAIS ONLY




Approved For Releas?gﬁ g JJ".,‘IA -RDP80-00926A003200020005-1

7" SuPREME COUNCIL OF THE USSR |

fanaus

[ Ap——

Thief Procurator of ‘

FerIeT PTOCOTRLOr OF
the United Republic
\gf
[Procurator of countries | .

i and ﬁhjwodzm 5& i

H
. . §
i i

§,

and eities P

BUnC RE
Union of the !
88R i

Q!

Noetl O N
of the Sov., Soc.
Republics

Proeurstors of regions t JEO—

- e o e e Y @ e W W s W

LPmidim of the Supreme COUNCLL |

ouneil of the Peoples’ (.‘.omiamﬂ

‘, of the § S R |
P ]

i
i

¢

Fuprm é&urt of |

E United Hepublic l

Courts 01’ the individusl

countries
3 ] !
Cireult Court

Ry
3

Feoples' Courts
Kationsl Court

~=f

",}‘
Peopies' Commissariat of
‘ Justice of the USSR

‘.;{*

Justice of the United
R@public

Peoples' Commigsariat of ‘l
!
|

Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00926A003200020005-1



Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : g&é§ﬁ%ﬂ&oo3200020005-1

REMARKS
The Bupreme Council of the Union or of the Republic, depending on the
depgree of the hiererchy, selects the Bupreme Court for s Ffive yvear tern.

Territoriel courts (country, oblast, and region) ere selected by the
proper counclle of estive deputies for a five yesr ternm.

Peoples' courts are estsblished for e three yesr term by secret elections
of the eitizens of the particuler regions,

The Suprene council of the UBSR sppoints the Chief Procurator of the
USSR for seven yasrs.

The Chief Procurator of the USSR appoints the procurators of the
individusl republics, countries and Wojewodztwe for five years.

The Procurator of the republie with the approvel of the Chief Procurator

appoints the Procurstors of the districts, regions, and cities for s
five year tern.

TORFIDEN T,
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The Supreme Council of a aepublic, depending on it's place in the
gystem, is..chosen for & term of 5 years by the tLupreme Court,

Territorial judges (country, county, and district) are chosen for
5 year terms by a worker's Deputy Council,

Judges for public courte are elected by secret ballot in rggionay
elections for a 4 year term. |

The Chief Prosecutor of the USSR is chosen for a 7 yesr term oy
the Supreme Council of the USSR,

The Chief Prosecutor names the prosecutor for each sepuolic to
gerve 5 years,

With the approvel of the Chief Prosecutor, the prosecutor of a

Republic names regional prosecutors for 5 year terms.,

Independent from the above organization, are the military couw ts
whioh function under the pretext of an administrutive-militery division.
Besides this, there are temporgry Revolutionary Tribuhals (Rewtrybunaly)
operating, accountable to the high.icourts,

On the other hand, art. 102 of the constitution presents special
courts in the USSR, whiéh were enacted on the recommendations of the
USSR Supreme Court. It was this type of court that judged the oase of
Euchaczewski and his assocletes, the noted case of the 16 accuseda Polish
representatives of the underground government, and many cases of this
type.

If the above mentioned articles were the only articles of the
(oonstitution, it wouldn't be possible to hage any reservetions regérding

the organization of Soviet judicature, - Other articles of this consti-

tution exist, which factually cancel the right of autonomous courss in

individual Republies, as well a8 court independence.
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Republiocs or distriots which are 'autonomous’, are named by the @hief
USSR Prosecutor. It is clear then that this sham autonomy 1s but &
which confirms the practice of centralizing judicial dutiess

The independence of thejudges 1is also illustrated iﬂ the limit of o
their terms (b years, and in some cases, 3).

It was stated that judges are elected. Actually, they are appointed
8ince the selectlon of judées by the Supreme Council of the USSR cen be
synonomous with appointment by the party which has the deciding voioce in
all things.

The election of 5udges for the people's court (the lowest court)
takes place according to the well known formuls applied &t the electiions
of Soviet deputies, Acocording to it, eleftions &are general, without
intervention, enrual, secret, but....you choose....only one delegatel!
This is incomprepensible to democratic nations, but entirely hatural in
Russia, Unions or organizatlons (in which the deciding factor is evi-
dently and solely communistic) present only one candidate, and so it is
possible to hold general and secret elections. The party candidate hes
an assured victory, since thereis absolutely no one.to oppose him.

I repeat: it is incomprehensible, but universally practiced in the

USSR, Presenting the faot that Soviet elections are not real elections
is all that can be done - fhere is no counsel to be given.

Another condition exists that permits the assurance that the 8o
called independent courts are not really independent'at alls fhere is
another institution in Soviet Ruesia which has wilde pferOgative of
justive. This the the '"Ministerium Wnutriennych Diel® (MVD formerly
known «s NZVD),

Ihe practices of this institution are so extensi?e that they comp-

letely cancel the essence of art. 112, at the same time

25X1A §
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There is no doubt: Soviet justice rests in the hands of two insti-
tutions, the Ministry of Justice, aﬁd the MVD,

Ihe competency of these two institutions is not clearly set down.
In'any cawe, this can not be determined due to the indistinct wording of
the criminal conduct code. Fundamentally it can be accepted, that the |
coufts_pronbunee sentence for offenses listed in the criminsal code, &nd
the MVD eliminatea 1ndividuéls and groups that are 'dungerous or detri-
mental to the community’.

From reuding the text, attention to certain articlesof the criminal
oconduct code show that "special orders’ xxm give the functionaries of
the MVD special priveleges. These orders probably define the sphere of
sctivity for the MVD, but they are éo secredt, théy are not known gene-
rally, and leust known in democratic nations,

Bstablishment of any acourate boundaries is unlikely. Besides, 1t
seems .that this is a doubtful question even to the interested institu-
tions, We will have to judge by observation &8s to the who, when and
whyfore of Soviet arrests, investigations and convictions,

The basis that Soviet law 1s & 100l of the revolutionists results
in the differentiation between oriminal and political offenses, A8 &
consequence of this, different orgaens engage in their review.

Before discussing the techniques of the Soviet judiciary, it has to
be stressed that the most often encountered offense 1is oounter-revolution,‘
which 1s of é politicael nature. Therefore it behooves us to dlscuss the
orgaﬁization specifically appointed for the prosecution of these offenses.
Thisigssential for the comprehension of the background and dimensions of
- the politiéal terror, constituting the true essénce'of national 1ifs in
the Soviet,
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Bxisting without interruption since 1947, M. V. D. is the

fourth in & series of names given to an organization which has
been in existanoce since 1917. The founding father of this ine-
stitution is Fellx Dzierzynski, one-time head of the Extra-
ordinary Commission 'Czerezwycza jnog Lomisji CiBKa', After
'0ZBKAT, 1% was known as the GPU "Glawno je Bolitiozgskoje

prawlenije'. The neme was then changed to N4&VD Narodny

omisariat Wnutriennych Diel', only to be altered, after the
war, to the more ’democratic' MVD 'Miniaterium Wnutriennych Dielt.

The sphere of activity .of the Ministry of Internal Affairs

is considerably. broader than in any demooratic netion. The head
of the M. V. D., besides having the confirmed rights of a Minister
of Interior, also has broad prerogatives relating to the character-
istics of the legal administration. In 1941, the rapid grbwth of
the former NKVV, caused the creation of the Ministry of State Sew
ourity, 'Xomisariat Gosudarswiennoj Bezopasnosti' NKGB, This Mi-
nistry, formerly known as the Commiésariat, undertook the task of
exposing oounter-revolutionists, and offenses against art. 68 of
the criminal code, as well as safeguarding National and Hilitary
geourity. The fact that a separate Ministry had to be oreated to
guard against ects dimed at only one art;cle'ofmthe orimindl code,

gives us an idea to the great number of people involved in such

acts, The name of this Ministry is not as universally known as the‘

014 name, therefore I will use the known neme in referlng to the

organization executing control over 1ife within Russia, combating
revolution, and being the same a& the arm of Stalin, the party,
or, who prefers, the proletariat,

Minister Berii was the head of M. V. D. untii 194l?léy

25X1A
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Malepkow took charge. He wus however, directly lisble 1o Berit,

go much so, that it can be sald Berii is the big boss of U V. Ds
The main task of M. V. D, is thelr fight against countererevo-
lutionists, and Bpeaking truthfully, with all sotivities directed
against the absolute éowere of Stalin. No one on earth has the
glightest doubt that Stalin is a dictator, and needsany explanation
of the statement.

Vory often I am oonfronted with the question: "why dossn't
the Russisn nation rebel agalnst tﬁe Bolshevik party. It's not
over 3 million strong?"

I nover heard that question in Russisa. This guestion cwzn
only be posed by & citizen of a democratic nation, who does not
understand the mentality and ethics of the Russians. Being raised
in an atmosphere of freedom, he cennot believe many of the revel-
ations about the Us S¢ S¢ He |

It hes to be understood, that in it's fight against counter-
revolutionism, the M. V. D. discharges it's duties remerkably well
because it has at it's disposal:.

1. Soviet law,

2, An army of informers.

3. & speciul branch of the internsal M. V. ». army.

4, Private equipment to hendle their own reilroad transe
portation, river tfaffic, end ships sailing under the
green and white flag.

Be Pfivate telephones lines, independent of those in

- general use.

The management of these media creates a govarnment within &
government, and possesses rights unheard of in other parts of the
world., Bven the Gestapo, had neither such means, nor such rights

25X1A
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The wording of the entire criminal code, and in particular,

arts. 9 and 58, 1s so lngeniously thought out, that‘fundamenfally
every citizen of the U. S. S. R. can be arrested and convicted on
any pretext.

It must not be forgotten that *the mannor and confifmation
of arrests by th; M. V. D' together with "the manner and super-
vision of investigation of those brought before the . V. wo',
consists of a special order specificully establisheu for thisupur-
pose. 48 I mentioneu vefore, these speciul orders heve not been
disclosed to.the populace since they are as secret &s ull the
activities of the M.IV. Ve

Besides the courts normally subject to the Ministry of Justice,
the Me V. v. orders secret trials as decreed by the administration,
which is under it's immediste power. In 1935, when Jezow was the
officer in charge of NJVU, & gpecial Tribuna} of fhres was insti-
tuted in Moscow for the sole purpose of hastenlng the Gestruction
~of the Yenemies of the people’. This was at a time when there was
an especially strong movoment of terrorism, and the courts were
physically unazble to handle their qbligations. Up to 1938, this

Iribunal Rad the right to pass & death sentence, even at & secret

iale After the liquidution of Jezow, the &otivities of the

Tribunal were curtailed, and the name changed to the Special College
TOsoboje Sowieszozanije‘, hence the shorteneda 0SS0, It is still
- functioning, but does not hund out sentences of more.than 8 years,
It does, however, take full advantuge of it's power, &nd the
numeral 8 appears on most of it's oonvidtions.

The MVD is given it's information as to whom shall be arrested,
by a large aruy of informers calleu 'seksoty’, = ’sékretnyj gotrud-

nik', that is, secret assistants.

25X1A
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Art, 91 of the Soviet oriminal conduct code says: "the sources

used to detect oriminal conduct are:
1., Declarstions of citizéns, associations, and organ-
izations.
2, Informstion of governmental institutions end govern-
meg; workers.
3, Self-accusetlon.

4, Prosecutor's motion.

5. The knowledge of the investigating organizstion, the

presiding judge or the courts,"'

The information is divulged at headquarters. Soviet Jjudicial law
presumes that & person mentioned in an accuser's report, and there-
fore being under susplelon, is guilty. These reports place the
populace in jeopardy. If the acoused had not yel committed & orime,
he may have thought of committing one. ©Since the thought, «nd the
deed, are both punishable alike, the accussed 1s automatiocally
judged. The astringent apnlication of the law acts as a measure of
prevention. It will always be & moot question whether & person has
the inclination to coummit a crime or not. fhe Soviet courts do not
gatop to consider this. 0f course it is difficult %o conjecture
whether a person wants to comhit & orime, endeavors 1o push his plans
lto gompletion, or if that imn't the case. whether or not he had the
inelination to commit a crime. Phat is the crux of the matter.

In the Russian courts, the scoused has to prove that he had
no intentions of orime. This is very difficult to do, therefore it
is pretty certain that once arrested, his guilt 1s a certainty.
Ag soon as a report is made on him, his not oniy {g under suspiecion,
but gullty as charged.

In Soviet Russias, informers are as common &8 1lice,

Approved For Release 2002/07/24 CIA- RDP802050)9(36AA003200020005 1.
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informetion. OChildren are raised in the belie? that informing on
any one is & virtue, and & duty of = Sovied oitizen. Art. 58, Dar.
12, of the oriminai code pertains to all sources of information
dealing with contemplated or completed ecrime. Therefore & Soviet
citizen trests the giving of information as a completely natural
and justifiable act. 'If 1 don't inform, someone else will, and 1%t
is entirely possible_thatmthey will denounce me?! - is the normal
chain of thought of an average Soviet oitizeh.

The aruy of informers is counted in the millions. They are-
recrulited frbm the raenks of voluntary informants, oI the compuls8ory.
The voluntary ones are the idesl Communists, those that believe
informing is & virtue, or weak charactered individusls,

The compulsory informers, without exception, are, hotel mansagers,
keepers of rooming houses, all factory manugement dealing with

personnel, captains of ships of the fleet, members of the worker's

unions, every third member tiomgomolu' the young peoples party, all

members of the Communist party, poiitical arumy workers, &dminis-
trative personnel of the 'Xolchozow' collective farms, eta.

For the investigation of all possible proof of resistance, the
MVD has at it's disposal, speoisl detachments of an inéernal army
not subordinate to.thé regular army. #ocording to the estimates of
§ertain Soviet clitizens (who st one time held highnoffices, and later
were sentenced to many yéars of imprisonment with me, 1o mention
s few, & minlster, a secretary of the Purisian eﬁbassy, avCoseack
General), the MVD army numbers more than 2 million peraoné. Thig
*Wnutrienny je Wojska MVD' constitutes a strong peace-timé%army'againat

which the Russian citizen will not rebel, a8 ocan be testified ByTthé'

insurrection in 1932, 1936/6 in the Ukraine and Caucesus, and 8180

in the war sgainst G@Sidwy in 1942/3, Bxperimental conspiracie :
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are now being undertaken in the Southern-ssiuatic countries.,

During the war the M¥D was equipped with first rate machine
guns, flame throwers, Panzer units, and tanks, and had been assignea
the duties of boarder patrol td prevent escapes, and to suppress
any rebellion, {his may not have been universully known, but is
not and never was & secret to the average nussian solaler. Neitier
is it a secret taat the reserve army ls truined in the remote
gections of the country, and is unarmec, &rms were distriouted only

for target practice, Rifles and asmmunition were brought in vy the

MVD, and taken awuy agein after practice. <(roops ordered to the
front, very often rode unarmed, and alweys witnout ammunition. Only
after crossing the protectvive MVD lines did they receive full pattle
equipment. Obviously Soviet propagande hid this fact very carefully.
This secrecy was possible, when you realize that foreign corres-
pondents were unable to cross these lines.

Other detachments of this aruy perform duties a8 prison guards,
and guérds in slave labor cumps.

Full liberty of operutions, independent of other a@ministrstive
agenciea of state, as well us éertuin connections are assurea the

‘MVD byy oprivate means of transportation, private telephone lines,
and numerous rzdio stations,

The MVD handles the administrution of prisons ‘sarzad Glowny
Wieziennictwa', camps "Gulag?, and politicesllyuntends displaced
persons ‘zeslaniem®. , y

The R&LM 'Raboozb-Krestijasxaja Krasne ja Milioja?, which is
équivalent to-our police force, is under the jurisdiction of the
MVD, Obviously, 1t’s duties aren’'t & fraction as important ss the
MVYD, These duties consist chiefly in keeping public order, and

apprehending oriminals, In many criminal cases, for reasons une
25X1A
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known to me, the MVD will conduct oriminal investigations without
the ald of the police. <Ihe police never investigute political
cases, These are investigated by the MVD, with 804 of them going
thru the 0S550.

Before the MGB was eliminated, it was responsible to the MVD
for the purpose of training spies for duty in foreign military and
political parties. This was the most extensively orgenized system
of sples in the world.

Who is the MVD subject to?

Acgording to the letter of the law, control over the MVD ought
to be handled by thelhigh counsel of the USSR, but that isn't so.
Contrarily, the members ofiathis ocounsel are subject to close obser-
vation by the organization which theoreticully the oontrol. actuslly

the MVD is responsible to no one but Stalin,

25X1A
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CHallax IIX

Mo thods of arrests

The arrestsof individuals suspected of committing a criminal off-
ense are performed by the militia., The foundation for such arrests..is
Art, 91 ccc. The formalities associated with these arrests are more or
less similar to those in democratic nations,

Arrests peiformed through the MVD present & different picture.
In these cases, the binding'factors are 'speclal orders'

4n order for arrest is not necessarily attributed to the completion
of an attempted act. It is universally known that there were instances
of persons belng arrested who were unknown by the LVD., In Soviet occu-
pled countries (ILithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, etc.) there wéra
mass ralds on the streets, und in public places, in which all per sons
were arrested and after being trunsportea to the MVD headquarters,
gegregation took place. It was customary to hold &ll that did not
possess personal identification, together with arrivals from other
locaditiewn, | |

Arrests of individuals were also performed. This was usually d ne
by either uniformed or non-uniformed agents of the LIVD accosting pede-
strians who had stopped to conver.e. They would be individually ques-
tioned on the topic of their conversation. If their answers were the
same, they'd be told to move on - if not, they were arrested. The reason
for arrest was that theynhad been carrying on a counter-revolutionary
Tconversation', or complaining or exiating conditions or conspiring.
Conspirators ususlly agreed before hand, that in the interruption by an
agent of the MVD, they would each say that they had been discussing &
f£ilm, Incidently I'll add, the Bolsheviks were aétonished at the interest
ghown in films by a large percentage of the citizens in occupied countries;

Generally the arresting agency hastens to explain that it operates on

25X1A
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the principle of law and presents the arrested person with an order for

arrest signed by the prosecutor. It is a common practice however, to
have & delay of many weeks, or even a discontinuance., This cun be
called an 'accidental' urrest.

From ovserving tine activities of the N4AVD, either in Soviet russgla
or in Soviet occupied countries, depenuing on the politicul situation,
8rredts are performed oy & specific plan Prepured by the highér-ups
for any eventuality. The doemocratic interpretation of the law remains
the same, but in sussia the luws are flexible snd elastic. ‘his ehas-
ticlty is endowed through «rt., 16 cc which introduces triale by ahalogy.

The VD always has a Prepared list stating who shall be arrested
for any cause. Taking into consideration the period of 1936-7 as a
time of spscifically intense terror, we can risk stating that the keys
to arrests are Irotskyites, mulefucvors, sples, and persons having
any contact with friends or relatives in other countries., «s I pre-
viously stated, the Protskgy idea 1s us widespresd in sussis as malefac-
tion and spying. Tt iy no wonder then that for every ’lrotskyite' or
other 'spy! a gfedt number of persons find themselves on the road 1eading;
to prison., This isn't at all i1llegal for Soviet lew, through cc art. 7

permits the application of punishment notAonly "to persons that have

commltted an uct detrimental to public safety', but also to those that |

Tpresent u danger' through their connections with & criminal environment !

or for past activities,

The moment of arrest depends on the political situation,

The MVD, working on the agsumption that it's activities ought to be
secret, performs most of it's arrests under cover, preferably at night,
The ingenuity used in camoufleging it's activities 18 very greut and 1is
applied especially in thevmethods usea to combat anti-communism, an

individusl that is under suspicion is usually called into an office
25X1A
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apparently useu for officlal ousiness, generally the lMilitle office,
end finds an agent of the MVD wuiting for him. In the sazme wey, diplo-
matic attaches und persons in the public eye are recalled to ldoscov,

If an arrest takes place at the home of tihe priscner, the wgents
of the MV usually atteupt Lo reassure memovers of the f.mily that the
cause of arrest 1s minor and that ufter explunations wre given he will
be releagesd, IKvidently no one pelisves this, but everyone has & ray
of hope that in this particular incident, the VD agents w=re spesking

the truth.
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INVESIIGALIONS

In every democratic country respecting de Jurg;and de fécto
independent trials, investigautions are for the purpose of deter-
mining the exact facts. Lhe way to tnis, is the guthering of evi-
dence to incriminate the accused, as well as to helping écquit
the unjustly accused. Only after gatnering all the evidence, do
the lnvestigating officers present their auccusations. If there ié
nonevidence, the case is dropped, and the accused is freed. The
trisl 1tself, is the result of an accusztion, and has as it's aim,
the establishment of the facts of criminal offenses. The court
works freely and independently of the investigating officers, and
only Jjudges by the facts and evidence collectéd during the trial of
the accused. The acouseu is judged only éfter all evidence has been
oolleetéd and presented,

Similar precepts may be found inathe Soviet oriminal conduct
code, and similar practice in Soviet courts wnichupreside over
oriminal cases,

However, Soviet justice works in an entirely different manner
if the case is of & political nature,

In these instances, the Soviet investigation is a function
which has as it's aims:

a, The uncovering of an offense.

b; Incrimineting people that aren't necessary to the regime.

¢. Convince the acoused that he had committed an offense.

d. Force a confession from hin.

Prepare
e« PEF{d¥d the writ of accusation.

There 1s a popular saying in nussia, "to attach an article"”

The criminal code is attached to the guilty as well as the not guilty.

The result of this is that the 'arrested is alwuys guilty',

25X1A
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When pcﬂ{ov?.n veroRc Igisteozroogégglzrfo tCI,%i%%PS;Jr%Og) f03523(i)(]).219 ? og-; looks for
other incriminating acts ‘which suit his own convenience, and later on
he will send it to a superior court or the Special Collegium MVD
(0ss0),

) The superior court relies on the act of accusaliion and endeavors
to prove the présoner’s guilt. 4 guilty plea is unquestionable proof
of guilt, and is the basis of sentence. The 0SS0 alwsys relies
exelusively on material evidences of investigation, and pass judéement
in absentia administratively.

When there is no proof of guilt, the accused has to provide, and
prove, his own alibi of innocence.

The real spirit of Russian Justice gives rise to many known
Russian anecdotes., Nothing is more‘charaoteristie of tane socizl and
political 1life, us aﬁ anecdote. Here are two of them.

In the bath-house of a town, a technician of an electrical
appliance shop was robbed of.his clothing. <rhe thief left only a
vest, and tne Soviet police had no success in finding the thief,
However, tne victim's vest was thoroughly exemined , turough force of
ﬁabit, with the result that one of the policemen founda & piece of
copper wire. The workings of his mind were channelled thusly:
'Pechniclan - working in a shop - he stole the wire, which is the
property of the Socislistie country. Therefore a crook'. Resull,
the arrest of the complaining victim, (Loszczénko gtories)

Another one.

A goviet bunny ran away and didn't stop until he was well be-
yond the iron curtain.

"Why did you escape?" asked & ram

"Because they castrate horses"

"But your a bunnyl"
2

Approved For Release 2002/07]%4_:2 1 )03200020005-1

mIDENTIAL/Us dFFICIALs ONLY %;;



S

"W p§°‘(aer& r fipleass 200707124 : %3%93903!9&3%@?03%%ratey0 ug
and then prove your not & horsae',

The above anecdotes 1llustrate not only the sporadic chance
stupidity or the uisuse ofathe organs of investigation, but also the
ruling system.

There is & dominating tendency of self-sccusatlion in the Soviet
system of investigation. Through regulations, the inguisitor does
not give the arrested person the reuson for depriving hiwm ofuhis
freedom. <The investigator demands that the &ccusec define his crime
personally.

Between fhe time of arrest, and the first hearing, the arrested
person's thinking processes are aimed at trying toafind out the
reason for nis arrect. = parson hsaving unluewfulloontacts gives the
Soviet authority &« confession, since he knows what he hus been
arrested for, but the 'righteous' search their memories for recol-
lectionz of instunces in their activities which might be the basis
for whaet has happened. He makes un 'examination of conscience',
mentelly reaching buck, finding lights and shsdows. In a certain
instance, he finds some small, inconseruentiszl foffense' - but isn't
yet certain whether thut purticulsr reason caused hils arrest.

Through these thougnt processes, the investiguting jﬁdge hopes
to gain a confesaiod of guilt from the arrested party. IThe moment
of self-accusation is &lso the moment of pleading gulilliy as charged,
and that is Tke of course what the investigators want to come to
pass. Therefore, inathe first phases of opeiatioﬁ, the investégator
ettempts to explain to the arrestee the necessity of self-accusation,
and to convince him that only a voluntary admission of gﬁilt will
help lessen the verdict, and who knows, whether or not, it may

gain hiyg freedom for him.

25X1A .
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The eventual adiission of £1111 1o nov wlwuys reuson encugh to
close an investigation, and prepure & writ of accusation, It may
happen that an aggcused rerson wiuy have more un his ¢conecience, und
the aduission of guailt must be forthcoming in the suwe wenner. cuch
1s the attitude of the investigutin organs, the process of pro-
ouring & confesgsion starte anew. Only after sll uoeunc of Jotuining
& confession and self-accusation are exhauste ., does the investiguilor
formulate hnis own more or less fair charge., «gain the Investigutor
tries - withouf telling tue accused what the offense is - to bring
about & confession and gcknowleage hic guilt. If the wccused denies

the accusation, tase investigutor demanus meterisl proof (try tc prove

your not s horse)., In the event that an accused berson can rurnish
proof of innocence, the investigating orgun will put rorvurd new
accusations until the accused resistance is fdnully oroken, More than
once investigations of this kind lasted from 3 to 4 yeurs.

Tendencies to uttach articles of tne criminul code dominuate tue
entire processes of investigation, In case it is impossible to
ascribe the commission of a crime to the accused Person, it is ime
puted that he hud endeavored, or at least thought of, committing &n
offenme. 1In such cases, it is difficali for the &ccused to gather
evidence of innocence,

If 1t is difficult to formulate a charge, the MVD tries & method
of investigution based on & 'life-sketch'. The accusea is obliged to
present, truthfully and in detail, a certain period in hic life. He
repeats thls & nuuber of times, at different intervals of time. rhe

'finding of disgcrepanciles establishes, in the understanding of thne
investigutors, proof of hiding an offenae. thet is an important point
of provocation in the process of inducing the arrested person to &

full confession (x& razkajanija),

25X1A
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Fundamental Soviet law prevents the precentation of proof of

gullt to toe arresteu person. <This is due, in many casee, to the
lack of evidence, but mainly bpecause the investigators strive for
& confession and repentance. Lhe aim of the investigators is to
physically break down & person, and to convince him thut he is a
gfeat sinner against the socialistic nation.

Many different means are applied to rezch that aim.

art., 136 of the criminal conduct code reads:

"fhe investigating court does not have tue right to demsnd &
confession or a@mission of guilt from the accused by violence,
thre.ts, or other similar meuns".

Phis article does not pertain to persons suspected of political
orimes, as the investigations ure conducted by the MVD which profit
bymthe ‘'special orders'. In general, tne impression is given, that
the points that are forbidden under art. 136 of the criminal conduct
ocode are the means which are allowed the MVD, |

If in spite of strenuous inducements and persuasions, the pri-
soner 8till stubbornly maintains hie innocence, the investigating
judge reaches into a greut arsensl of such 'forbidden messures', He
does thls with a c¢lear conscience beseuse after all 'the accused is
always guilty'. He is not arrested ’for nothing'.

& large file of these measures ure avallaple to the investigator
for forcing & confession. The Yoviet judges have certain steps they
usually follow when applying them.

after exhausting all means of persuasion, and all promises, they
apply threats. 1The first one is generally & threat to the family of
the accused. The Jjudge presents the accused with the possible fate
of his family, their probable arrest, deportation, étc. The prisoner

normally knows tiout tinis 1s entirely possible. Next,is presented,
25X1A
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of his continued denial, loss of freedom for many ye&ars, separation
from family, ets., and,then he is threatened with violence.

The morale of .the accused is then lowered. It is a known fact
that a'prisoner undergoes physical depression and nervous tension.
This transpires to lower the organic resistance and the weakening of
the will. The change from the normal way of life, hunger, the
curtailment of many comforts and customs of everydsy 1life, the
restraint of free movement, and meny other reasons, are responsible
for this breask in morale. Furthermore, the crowded Soviet prisons,
and the primitive level of hygienics, increase the prisoner's dis~
position to nervous shock.

The investiguting Jjudge endea&ors to use this taut, nervous
condltion to gain his end. Therefore, during the time of examination,
he tends to use every avallaovle means to uggravate the nervous system.
Roughly speaking, it can be compared to the so called "third degree
examination’. I% so happens, that & few investigating judges
stea&fastly stare at the prisoner. This lasts for an hour or two.

In the meantime, the accused is questioned, and the Judges study his
reactions. Another method is to have & number of persons (not ne-
cegsarily Jjudges) pass through the room where the inquiry is taking
place. These persons stop before the one being questioned, look &t
him, throw questions or sarcastic remarks at him. or frequently limit
themselves to a significant grunt. Thiscdisorientated tne prisoner
and distracts him. It may also happen that a prisoner is brought
into a room, presumably to be questioned, but no cunestion i¢ put up
to him. During this time, the investiguting judge is busily reading,
‘and ignores the prisoner. The inquisition doesn't start for a few

hours,

25X1A
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The invesﬁigators also attempt to countefact the sentiments of
the arrestee. They lsugh at and defile the ideals for which he is
being investigated, fry to gtifle family ties, use invectives that
are insults to personsl dignity, and deprive him of hope.

When fear and terror do not break down the prisoner, phyeical

torture ensuesg. .

It ie difficult to enumersate all of their methods. Many-of them
have been mentioned in publications on the bestislity of the GPU,
We can only state, that these writings are not exaggerated, nor do
they drain the repertoire of the MVD,

In a conversation with a Soviet prisoner - at one time & high

Soviet dignitary - we spoke of the methods of the Gestapo and it's
bestiality. At the close of our sonversation, he said with Communis~
tic pride, "Bah, what BK¥XK theynknow, they know from us, and they
could never readh our heights"

It is not my intention to write about the horror of Soviet in-
vestigations, but I cannot resist the will to publish the tortures
whioch I sufferéd, or which I had witnessed performed on my colleagues.

One of my hearings lasted continuously for 90 hours. All this
time, I stood in & corner, without sleep, food, or driné& (Prior
to this, I was fed some very aaltéd herring). After 2 days of this,

I was tempted with the prospect of receiving water and rest. When

this didn't help, the judge fell into a rage, and 'by way of beginning
the expected torture?, knooked out 3 of my teeth. The only words I
heard from thess *judges' were the two "skazy pruwdae’ (tell the truth).
Bxhausted, I didn't answer them, 80 & horn wes made, by rolling up
*Prawda' (a well known Soviet newspaper), end yelling into my ear.

The effect is partisl deufness which bothers me to this day.

The next torture applied was what is knon as 'a barrel of

25X1A
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laughter'. It is an ordinary wine cask, set in a position for

rolling, over which the prisoner is draped in such a menner that

his stomsch is pressed against the walls of the barrel. Then the
parrel is struck with & hard rubber club. The result is entirely
unexpected} the resounding of the baerrel induces vomliting, and the
longer it lasts, the stronger 1s the reaction. After & half hour of
this, the.prisoner feels completely 'turned out' giving up the re-
mainder of the gell and blood.

Another popular torture is to have‘the prisoner 8it on & bottle
for many hours, so that the neck of the bottle sinks deeper &nd
deeper into the anus. It wouldn't do to mention small tortures, 88
then one would become boring. Ie it worth writing.about such common
practices as forcing needles under the finger-nalls, or standing on
ndt iron? Phess methods are so widely known among Soviet prisoners
thet it doesn't pay to mention such small tortures. Justas nothing
is mentioned sbout such normal everydsy activities as breathing and
walking, so is nothing mentioned in Soviet prisons about ahch or=-
dinary forms of torture as clabbinghor slapping one's fuce.

Applied torture is not the rule of Soviet investigutors. It is
& system whicq&is applied by investigating judges then, when all
means of the eriminal conduct code are exhausted. Then it is applied
witnout mercy and is always applied to members ofudisclosed gecret
organizations of a politiocal nature.

Professional preparation for Soviet investigating judges is .not
very high, and doesn't call for - as in Capitalistic countries.- long
years of study. Through the general lack of specialists in xussia,

_ professiongl standing does not play & high roll. Membership in the
.(Komsomol) constitutes & better chance of attaining s position of

responsibility than do studies of law. 7The same applies to judicial
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duties. In general, investiguting judges, Judges, and lawyers base
thelir standards of learning on 10 years of elementary and prebaratoryl
atudies, and 3 years of study in law. There are some Judges who have
had only & few months of law, while still others have no professional
background at all. |

‘Investigating judges of the MVD can be separated into & groups,
1f the subject of ways of conducting investigations and profeésiohal
standing is considered.

1. Those of 1little intelligence, unleurned, conceited, and vain.
These handle matters of smaller worth. DLack of schooling is covered
up by lengtnly writteﬁ protocol and delivering extensive propagen-
distic reports on the benefits of the Soviel organization, They tend
to run the gamut from surgary affubilityanto ordinary beatings.

2, The intelligent. Mostly professional routine. They are
more inclined to gather evidence of crime, and use means of convin-
cing the victim of the necessity to confess and acknowledge their
orime, They are more enduring and stubborn inutheir beliefs. They
try to perceive the psychological makeFup of the accused. From‘thia,
they decide what methods of torture to use, whether moral or physical,
They are eruel and ruthless, and do not flinch before the most re~
fined torture. =«mong the, the speclallsts in cruelty are~ - women
judges.

3. DThe eminently qualified. Often a party agent. Grave phi-
losophical studies (in the spirit of dialectic materialism)s In
gontrast to young wards of voviet schools, they orlentate themselves
to capitalistic ways of life. They handle matters of great importance.
They avoid applying torture (not always - some are true sadists).
_They attempt, via dialectic demonstrations, to force the acoused to &

confession. The characteristics of this group of judges were shown
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Do the investigating judges attain their goal? It may be
maeintained that they do. Lét's take for an example the results of
Moscow processes, when people that were used to ruthless war#are,
themselves rabid Communists that were able to resist the Crzarist
ruffiéhs, stood before the bar. &t the trial, they ardeltly made
statements of self-accusation and repentance. They showeu grester
eagerness than the hardy predicted. 4ll adnitted to guilt. The.judge

was the supreme procurator of the USSR, comrade andrew Vishinsky.
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Investigative Prisons

The picture depicting investigations would be incomplete if we had
forgotten to describe investigutive prisons, Pundementally, the®e are
no other prisons in Russlia except the one's for persons under inveeti-
gation. Theoretically & penalty of imprisonment exists, but it is
seidom applied and 99% of the inmates are there because of investiga-
tions.

In spite of this-Russia is thickly covered witﬁnprisons. Bvery
military post has it's place of confinement, and almost every large
city has ons 6r more prisons.

There are & few model prisons in Ruseia; or.I would say, extra-
ordinary ones. They are adminlatered in 8 truly exemplary wey. The
famous Moscow prison TLublanka’ is one of these. Rules in these prianéiﬂ

are followed severely, but are obeerved gerupulously as well by the

prisoners as by the prison guards.

A prisoner has the right to play gemes (dominoes, choss, draughts)

which are supplied by the prison suthorities. Games of chanbe, and

especially cards, are strictly forbidden. The prison 1ibféfy supplies o

books (one a week). The prisoner has the privilege of buying sundries
and tobaooo ap to 75 rubles worth a month, He oan write fQQuests end

gcomplaints to the prison authoritiea,

Wnhile in their cells prisoners are not allowed to} speak 10u&1y,
{the ved

gsing or whistle, approach the window or door, sit or lie

during the day, do any writing, or possess any me tal objeo%sé shoalaces,

belts, ete. During the night the prisoner must sleep withrheaa and amrs”

angovered, and under no circumstances whould & prisoner un crew o 1ight o
bulb from the constantly burning electric lights. He is Obllged to per-

form all duties assigned by the prison guards.,
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Any infringement of prison rules is threutened with punishment
such 28! Bolltury confinement up to 20 days, depending on the offense,
monetary fines to cover the cost of damaged =tate property, anq
finally, ordering a new trial if tue offense is serious,

Lhe most‘frequent offense committed in prison 1s counter-revolu-
tionary agitution (art., 58, par. 10). rhe Soviet interpretution of
vthe inimical idea of agitation 15 very broad, for example, every
asgertion of fault finding in the USSR structure, or comparison bet-
ween & ocapitalist country and woviet mussia which is unfavorzble to
Rusgia, is an offense.

Prison guards ure usually uncommunicsative. Bseyond necessary
expressions, they do not engage in conversations with prisoners.
During the course of a day I noticed that guarde uttered only 20 or &0
words in conversation with u prisoner. In the event & prisoner is
called for & hearing, he is amcoompanieu by two guards who hold his
hands in the rear,

4 complete isolation of cells exists. «a prisoner thut is removed
from his cell hasn't the right toumingle with prisoners from other
cell blocks. During the course of tvhe daily % hour exercises, pri-
goners of one cell are aeparated'from prisoners of other cells oy high
wal;s or fenced in enclosures, Lhe walk is completed in & ¢ircls,
8ingly or in pagire. Talk is prohibited.

There only are a few of the ébove mentioned prisons in nussia,

& repeat, these are model; show-plece prisons.

In the opher ?oviétnprisona, which can be numberea in the thous-
ands, conditions of prisoner treatment present a completely different
pilcture. QBSpite the absclute centrslization of executive authority

in Russis, prison rules ure not observed equally in different prisons

although their text® are identical. all prisons have posted 'prawila
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dla” zakluczonnyo rules for prisoners. 0 REaltion however

’

bow to local condltions snd to the indivdaduality of the prison warden,
és well a8 the convenience of the prison asdministrators.

01d prisons oullt by the czar are used &s investigative prisons.
The number of these 0ld prisons was entirely inadequate for the Soviet
gystem, SO they are using other strustures also, gsuch 28, cloisters,
churches, inbtitutlona,SOhOOlb and new structures especially ouilt
a8 prisons by the NLVD,

Primitive arrangements, lack of an adequate sewags system &nd
water-supply, dampness, and bug infestation constitute & characteristio
attribute of these buildings which are surrounded by high wall provided
with turrets, where armed gusrds hold watch.

Prisons are normslly built in the shape of a huge several storied
nave, presenting tier upon tler of cells. A stron net of rope is hung
between floorw to thwar? would-be suioides frow plunging to the stone
foundation of the nave.

.OGlls are locked on sS0lid hmaxxgx hasps and locks. within each
gell is found & smell night stand in which the prisoner places his
wooden bowl and utensils, & puill or pitcher for drinking water, and
a ogovered bucket for excrement which'is_taken out twice a day during
the time prisoners are Xsmk ket out to the water-closet. Beds boasting
gtraw or shaving mattresses are found in some priéons, but not in all,
A smali barred window is set very high and is usually covered from the
outside with a metal or wooden casing which when opened, ellows alamail
view of the sxy. Cells that are designated for children under 1§ do
not have this casing.

’ne possibility of visiting a prisoner under investigation is very
slim and depends on thé investigiuting Judge. =~ prisoher is permittea

one parcel of food or clothing & month. Of course, thaet is subject to
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privileges can be limited or taken away by the investigating judge.

4 prisoner under investigationireceives & daily ration of: 20

ounces of black bread, 2/5'ounce of sugar, besides three daily meals.
Thgse meals consist of: breakfast - éup of warm water dyed by the use
of bresd corusts or dried fruit extracts to the color of feu; dinner -
- one pint ofvthin soup and & none too full spoon of barley,laupper -
one of the dinner dishes, elther soup or barley. %fter sentence has
been pronounced, the prisoner gets an additional ration of 3 ounces
of breasd and 1/8 ounce of sugar. |

Bvery ten days, a prisoner should have & bath and have his clothes
disinfected, At the same time halr and beards are trimmed, but shaving
is prohioited. Bach prison should have it's ownllaundry, and bed linen
should be changed every ten days. +this 1s not practicea due to the
-overcrowded conditions of the prisons, und sanitary measures are per-
formed in a frelaxes’ tempo once a month or even less often. Fersonally
I 4id not receive a change of underclothes'in 8 months, that is, after
they were completely worn out. |

As a rule, Soviet prisons are unbelievubly orowded. arrests fill
the prisons beyond their foreseen ocupacity. Uells that were bui;t for
one priaoner frequently hold up to 20. Prisoners actually sleep on the
floor, feet to feet, and if space is lacking, they take‘turns sleeping,
either sitting or standing till it's thelr turn to sdeep. 4Prison regu-
lations do not mention area standards or ocubage for each prisoner.
Complaints against over-crowding bring no results.

The over-orowding of prisons and the continuous stench breed lice
and other insects, which result in frequent epidemics of typhoid fever
and bloody diarrhoea.

Bvery large prison hes it's hospitad, most always kept clesn it's
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are primitive, frecuently the only medication available being aspirin

or lodine,

Lhe relationship of prison guards to the prisoners is non-uniform.
In general, they are indulgent towards ordinary criminals and minors,
and a;e ruthless in regard to Teounter-revolutionists', Common c:ri.mimaxlszj
are geparuted from the political prisoners and have almost no contact ﬁ
with the YwWestern plague’”

4 thick web of NZVD confidants exists in every prison. These con-
fidants not only inform on their.fellow prisoners, but very often &act
a8 instigatoré and sometimes sppear in court as witnesses for the offenseﬂ
]
]
"
rarely spends less than 1 year, and I huve met prisoners that have been :

3
]

The time spent in investigative prisons is not pre-determined. It
all depends on developements and progress of investigation. 4 common

oriminel spends less than 6 months in this prison. 4 political prisoner

under investigation for 3 or 4 years. I personally spent 14 months in
this type of prison, 8 months of which were in solitary confinement.
Every prison has it's lockup. <This is a Tprison within a prison’,

It is a small cell 6' by 4", and is usually built under the prison. The'v|

]
]

only utensil is & oucket for excrement. Uampness and infestation is

more prevalent then in the regudar cells. Ihe one window is covered with
v 4

gheet metal punctured for ventilation. It is never heated so that is

i
1

i

the main factor cuusing the death of many prisoners. Duriné the day a
heavy gloom pervades, and a strohg electric 1ight burns aii”nigbt. The
only sustenance given a prisoner in solitary is 12 ounoes of bread and
1% pints of warm water three times daily. The water has tobe drunk in
the presence of the guard. The prisoner has only the olothes ‘he wears
and is even denieu a handkerchief} If a prisoner causes a disturbanoe‘

or becomes violent, he is restrained with & strait jacket.,;

25X1A
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Solitery confinement i. meted out us punishment for infrinsewent of
prison regulations, or on the recommendation of the investigator as &
reprisal for refusing o confess, and for other reusons, I spent £0
consecutive days in confinement (in feb.) for "staging &n snti-woviet
demonstration’' which consisteu of refusing to eat in order to force the
Judge to hasten the investigution and to announce the wuccusztion. +ne
effect of thls 20 day "fust' wes complete weukness &nd inability to walk

under my own power,
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CHAP [l VI

Judioiai Channels

At the close of un investigation,.the accused is 1informed (art,

200 occ), and is given & form that he is obliged to sign. <snis form
lists all articles and parugraphs of the oriminal code on which hinge
the accusations of thne investigators. »

The normal course of uction &t the close of an investig.tion 1is the
gct of wccusation which is given to the accused a few days before the
trial. BExceptions are made in instances mentioned in the following
arts, of Paurt VII of the ccci

"Art, 466, Investigations in the affairs of terroristic organiza-
tions and terroristic acts asimed against the worker's council

(art, 58 par. 8 and 11 oc.) should be completed within 10 days."”

",srt. 467. JThe accusation writ is presented to the accused &4 hours

before trial".

"Srg, 468, driasls ure conductea without participation of voth sides/

"Art. 469. No gréevance for a court of appeal or pleas for clemency
are allowed".

"irt. 470. +he death sentence is carrieuv out immeaiately after the
verdict is reud'.

The monstrosity of art. 468 lies in the probability of it's being
the only one of it's xina in the history of luw. ythe foundation of 1it's
existence is based on the bill passeu wWec. 1, 1904 and publishe&.immed—
eately after the umurder of -lexunder Kirow, committed thut same day oy
& little known youth nameu Nikolajew. Many ilussians are of the opinion
that this murder was arranged oy Stalin who wes looking for a pretexﬁ to
destroy right and left wing oppositions in the party. ‘he fact is that
Niko.ajew committea suicide right after the murder, and i was never

established us 1o who he actually wus,
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The writ of accus=stlon is prepared by tne prosecutor. Lo the accused

remains the possibility of defense, having had & puolic defender assigned |
to him, He can hire a privaute counsellor if he hus any materiul wmesans.

I'he defense attorney acquaints himself with the case and can demand to

gee his c¢lient.

‘he couwpetency of the court depends on the type sanad muximum puni-
shment of a crime. VUourt procedure on the average is very short. ror
example, in May and June of 1941, there were many cases before tﬁe
people's’court concerning hooliganism (art. 74 ce). +<his "hooligaunism!
consisted of the usage of a curse commonly used in wsussia offensive to
motherhood (yielding to doubts as to movherhood's virtues). from the
moment of arrest, to the verdict of one year imprisonment, the tiume
elapsed was usually 12 houars.

4 more serious offense, mainly a8 political one, is hundled by dis-
trict courts in & normal procedure (sccusution, defense, ana verdict), or
by the Lpscial Jollege (0S50) which pronounce sentence in absentic in an
aedministratlive menner. ILhe prosecutor chooses eituer one of the two
institutions.

In practice, that depends on the findings of the investigstion. JLhe
district courts receive only those cases that do not present doubts as to
the guilt of the accusea. all others are hundled b, the ¢Sua. the
politicul prisoner has only these two roads open, the district courts or
the 0S50, There is no third roud. It never héppens that anyone uader
suspicion ofb’counter-revolutionary sctivities' is freed,

Under these circumstances, the defending attorney limite himself in
politicul cases to: a) faucilitating & reunion with the prisoners family,
b) in his speefh, saying in effect, that although the prisonerx is a
great sinner in regards to the Loviet, he haus hopes of reform, 8) pre-

genting an appeal, and d) in the event of & aeuth sentence, he presents

1=}
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From the maxim of Lenin, written in gold lLetters and hung 1n each
gourdt, (laws are tools of the proletariat and working classes) arises
the already wentioneu voviet judicial relativeism and it's stamp is
placed on every verdict $0 that that principle is found even in court
procedure. Not only Jjurists, but also laymen presént at trigls musdt
observe that similaefr to investigations, the court does not seek the
truth, 1t only wants a confession of guilt from th. accused. How inai-
scriminating this cun becoms can ve attested by the exaaples from the
notorious Moscow prosecations at which time the accused confessei to
things that were physical impossibilites, DL.g. the accuseu Duvid indi-
cated the pluce of meeting the already deceaseu Protsky in a Norwegian
hotel, Nuthan Lurie received instruction in 19o& from the still unfounded;
Gestapo, end in 1952 dermuna conspireu with & nussiun emigruni thut hed
been dead since 1925. « similar conspiracy with this deceuseu person
had been confessed to by professor damsin, and Platvakow flew from 3Berlin
to Uslo with & phantom. The Sourts didn't question any of these
confessions.

Irials drag on for wany days, witnesses for the prosecution and for
the aefense are guestioned, the prosecuting and defense uttorneys have
their say, obut the volce of the stute prosecutor predomlnates. "he

court is the tool of the proletariut and working civizen" wnd not of
_ |

Justice,
Representative trials of undoubted cases of organized, uarmed counter:

revolution, terror, sabotage, etc., are from time to time held publicly.%
They are notining more than demonstrative propagan&a. liilitary tribunals;

{
district, or appelute courts usuallynorganize them. rhe prosecutor's |
voice uominutes, his speech is usuwlly of & political nzture, una is moré

suited for an auditoriwnm ruther than a court-room. «after tne lloscow

926A003200020005-1 |
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doubt as to the guilt cf the wccused.

From observ.tions of further prosecations thut took plece 1l Los=cow
in 1935 with the result that &ll opposition ineide cne Purty (éinoview,
Kamieniew, JSucherin, aykow, «wdek, Piutuakow) and the wrmy (Luhuczewski,

Jauzir, Uoorewicz, Zork, Bidcmunn, Feldman, 2romerov, Lulns)] Waf COLp=-

letely destroyed, we can draw our conclusions about ihe teéhnigaes cet
up oy prapsganda processes. we should ask ourselves wheat 1le the oim
of..this process. Is it only for 'inrluencing ovher wayering uvenuverc of
the community' wunlen is discussea in art. 9 cc.? If so, in vhetl ctence?

Lo frighten the cisooveuient iv, and wes, o mexim of .ussien judi-
cature. That is how we understend this 'influencing wavering mewoers of
the community’. It cunnotv oe forgotten thul just as ror centuriesz coartis
have been the tool of the czars, they ure more so tools of itne proleta-
rist authoritées, and to be truthful, tools for ftalin. <The propaganda
process a&lso has wany other uims,. Qne fund.mental is to influ ence
public opinion as to who is responsiple for &ll the misery wnich is
tumbling down on uvhe woviet Union. <shis stutement cun be vetier illus-
trated through the concrete examplebfrom tne prosecution of acdek (Jun,
1937 ) during waich tiie the accuseu Lifszyc recited in one orewxth, tout
in & five yeur period (1954056), ha wus responsinple for 10,000 ruilrowd
aocidents, or 5 per day. <the courts wuctually treuted this recital as
proaf of evident repentunce, out the nation finally lesrned who shoulders
the blame for suootuge. /n sharp sidelight was my meeting Lifszyc in
Uchice during 1941, where he held o ¢ooa position in the oureun of
planning, i the heud of the statistical group, where he wusn't treatea
a8 a prisoner., I saw him a8lmost every.day but other thun & knowing smile
I couldn't learn anythin from Him/ bimilur confessions ce&n wve countea

in the hundreds. If they were true, tnere would huve been enough dumage

dome to destroy the whole world.
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I mentioned two of the bropuganda procesdges., Lhse techniques used
are as follows: |

4 notice appesrs in the papers one day, that a well known dignitary
1s spreading the ideus of frotsky, or that his opinions deviste from
Stalinism, which us we know 1s ons resl ;;gzzeof dolshevik philosophy.
The next day the bapers und r.dio announce the arrest of the dignitary
on the chuarge of szbotuge or espionuge. Yhen the numes of his compa-
nions, who have zlso veen urrested, are releused. Nevspupers, radio,
films, and agitutors use great pressure aguinst the people's enemies
and o large worker's guthgring demunds the severest punishment for thems,
This pressure lastsso‘long until the investigutors have 'prepured' the
&ccused for a public confession before the courts. First then is the
dute for u real puolic trisl announced. It often ocours thut crowdas of
workers stage demonstrations &galnst the accused vefore the court obuild-
ing. at the beginning of tine trial, the accused requests the dismissal
0f counsel, since they only hinder them in their uvowals of guilt. <Ihe
court grants their request, and now .the scoused have full freedom for
thelr self accussgtions, which they fervently perform. '

Should the sccusew show no signs of remorse his trial 1s held
behing close. doors, which is exactly what happened during the prosecu-
tion of luchuczewski snd other generuls. | |

It sometiaes happens that a« district or appelate court will free
someone mentioned in a collective accusation. If it is & political
accusation, he is returned to prison and his records are turned over to
the 0550, rhe 0530 has never found anyonc to be not guilty.

Many officers of the NV can oe found in the judges ruanks. Often,
they do not take the truuble to chunge uniforms but leave the investi-
ting hearings und €0 directly into the court rooms,

!

4% the end of the trial, on the-recommendations of the prossecutor,
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the verdict is feud to the accused.

After the verdiet i& read, the prisoner doe& not return to the cell
he occupled during the investigatioh. He is tuken to & cell occupiea by
other sentenced prisoners where, regurdless of any sppeal he may have

made, he awalts trunsportation to & corrective labor camp,

A prisoner that recelves a death sentence is taken to the death
cell. It is characteristic that should & prisoner refuse to sign a writ
of appesl, the prison authorities try to force his signature. If he

pereists in his refussl, the public defender 1lssues one on hils hehalf.

The organization authorized to grant appeals is the USSK Lupreme Council,
It is not known However, why the prisoners always say among themselves
"I wrote a plea to Stulin'. i
The prisoner awaits a declsion of 1life or dewth for about 3 months,
Is it & formality, or & wish to definitely smother any remeining oppo-
gition in a prisoner sentenced to die? i
Legel procedure - if i1 can be so ca&lled - in muatters determinea by
the OS50 are seen in & different light. AS it had veen mentionea prev-
lously, the OSSO is called to handle political prisoners whose guilt is
in doubt, especially those that had been released by district courts.
The 0SS0 nundled 5/6 of the political cases. This doesn’'t only greatly
lighten the work of Loviet courts, but it is also a perfect camoufluge
for the NLVD since the findings of the 0SS0 uare never published.
(nevertheless almost eveyyone knows of tﬁem).
Procedure is very simple. ' ‘
4Lfter the investigation and writ of accus&tion are completea, the
regords of the entlire procedure are forwardeu by the investigators to ’
the NLVD Special College in Moscow. «fter a faw weeks or months have
elapsed, the prisoner is called to the office or maybe only to the prison

corridor where a.non-commisgioned officer of the NXVD or & civilian

25X1A

Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : = )0320002(_)005-:I o e ‘
Al ONFIDENTTAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY _
«




Approved .Release 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00926.3200020005-1
Parl IV

EXBECULIING SBENMNCRS
CHaPiBx I
" Kinds of Punishment
The name 'community protection meesures® emunetes from the broad~
ehing conception of guilt independent from infringing on objective rule
but damaging to one category of individuals in relation to interests of
& proletariat state. We spoke of that earlier.
Soviet Jurisdicﬁion interpretes crime as being & characteristic of
& certaln category of people who stand guilty due to their existance as
individuals idangerous to the community'. In relation to them there-
fore, it is necessary to adapt 'community piotection measures’,
Defining punishment as s "communitynprotection measurs’? &l80 stems
from the desire of investing Soviet Justice with a humenitarian sembe
lance. The adjective 'communal® is repeated often in the criminsl code.
Soviet jurisdiction does not differentiate between transgressions,

violations or crimes, but calls them in general 'mcts dangerous to the

community’, anyway, after these words appears the definition "offense'
in paranthesisg.

The elimination of the word "punishment' from the original edition
of the co@e also had as 1it's aim the stressing of the protective-edu-
c¢ative or humanitarisn character of the measures adapted in relation to
an offense. But already in the resolutions of the BExecutive Central
Committee and the USSR People’s Commission Council, beginning with the
resolution of May 8, 1934 on supplementing the léw about state offenses

with articles on treason, instesd of using the term 'community Protegt~

ion measure’ which has a'judicisle corrective characteristic' the term ; 

'punishment" (nakazanije) is used,

4nd so, a "community protection measure’ 18¢see.punishment!
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The Soviet criminal code mentions a few types of coﬁmanity Fro=-
tection measures which have & Tjudicisl-corrective cheracter! as:

1, loss of political rights

2, confiscation of property

3, publicution as an enemy of the worker

4, deportztion to the remote resgions of viberia

5, loss of freedom tarough:

a) imprisonment
b) location in a Tcorrective laoor camp'

6. publication as &n enemy of the worker &nd exile froum the USSK

7. death before & firing squad.

It would be right to also mentlon the punishment of 'disuppearsnce’.
It isn't mentioned in the criminal code and it is doubtful that this
punishment is mentioned in the 'special ordurs' regaruing the legulity
of the N<£VD, It is one of the forms of judgement outside the court.
People that are inconvenient to the regime but who enjoy national popu-
larity disappear quietly and without trace from the horizon of woviet
1ife. The USSR ciltizens huve becomns accustomed to this., When &ll
talking and writing about Litvinov stopped in 1939, questions =bout hiw
were answered by the Xussians with = charucteristic gesture frow which
it became clear that this dignitary shared the fute of teeas that nuve
been picked up by the winds. It isn't a secret that ~dmirszl Crlov,
Marshal sBlucher and many others 'vanished' in an unexpluineu way and
from this it seemsd apparent that Litvinov shareda their fate., a8 far
as Litvinov is concerned howesver, the people were mistaken. He was
8till sctive in xussian politics.,

Loss of freedom through sentence té a corrective lebor csmp is mosf
often adapted.

Confiscation of property, loss of political rights and publication
Approved For Release 2002?0’:?/8% CIA-RDP80-00926A003200020005-1
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as an enemy of the worker are applied as punishment in addition to loss

of liberty or death before a #firing soucd.

Death pefore u firing squad is the highest means of community
protection, likewise publication us &an ensny of the worxers &nd exile
froan the USSR, |

ag I have previously méntioned, “nis lust measure of commnunal
protection is not generally adapted and voviet judicial history znows
only a few instances of the applicatiorn of .this pursgraph. One thing
i{s certain - if this punishment were upplied it woula oe recelved by
994 of the convieted not s u punishment out us tne highest rewara.

I’'he criminegl code, #1th strong rules, stipulsted the vboviet boundaries,
and propagaﬁda asgerts that cogplete isolation of the nation from tre
rest of the capitalistic world ié one of the best guarwntees of nationul
defense.

How does the execuﬁion of different types of punishment, nemely
execution, exile, und detentlon in u corrective lepor camp Seem.to
appear in daily 1life?

Art. 9 c.c. states that:

"Communlty protection meusures cannot have &s their goal physical

suffering‘or the lowering of personal dignity, nor do they have the

power to fine or punish”,

Apart from thne fuct that o mewsure for communal protection 1is
oalled 2 penalty, consequently if we tried to apply uniform terminology
we would get such nonsense as - "penalty does not have the power 1o
penalize', -~ we will demonstrute thut the above cited art. 9 c. c. 18

-

only & hollow, althougn pretty, Jingle.

26A003200020005-1
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CHa&L M II

Death Cells

4 prisoner condemned to dezth is bplaced in the deuth cell, In
principle, he has a cell to himself., WJouble-locked doors, solidly
gecured windows, und addition guards preclude dreums of escape. =t
least once a day the'prisoner can expect an inspection by the guaras.
This inspection is to safeguard ageinst escape or suicide. Every two
minutes the 'Judsas' window 1s opened. <Lhe guerd observe watchfully.

Bvery creak of a door, or every tlue & prisoner is removed frouw
his cell to the corridor can be - desth, <he nighte are especially
nerve wracking., Inspections of cells usually takes place during the
night. TIhe condemned never knows but that this time the guards maybe
taking him to the place of execution. I don't kndw if it is & general
practice or only the 'vrivate initiative' of the gusrds, oput freguently
the guards arrange their 'joke! during the night by purposely stopping
near the death cells and raising their voices so all the prisoners ce&n
hear one ask another: "is it this cell or the next one?’,

I had occasion to hear this every night, snd that not only once,
but many times. I spent 8 months in a cell ad joining the death cells,

4an appeal for clemency is handled through Moscow. [fhe ususl length
of time spent in waiting for a reply is not less than 3 months. the
PSychical agony grows with each day of waiting.

Bxocutions take place in a prison cell, usﬁally &n underground one,
A rubber ball is placed in the condemned man's lips and he is shot
through the back of the hecd at close range. Gags were brought into use
after the executions following..the Moscow prosecutions to prevent any
protesting shouts by the condemned. Many boviet.political prisoners
8tate the Tuhaozewski shouted "Down with tyranny? ‘Long live Communism{"

before his execution.
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The author of this work had the opportunity to observe condemned

, persons jomediately after the writ of clemency had been read to them.

These persons were uneble to give their names, their arms and legs

trembled, and their ﬁeeth chattered as though theynwere suffering &n

attack of malaria. These hed been aweiting death or clemency for 95

dayss OUne was my partner in arrest and hed refused to sign & pleé& for

clemency. 4nplea had been sent in his name however, T0O the Soviet High

Command, without his knowledge. He head been & valiant and courageous

in any event and yet he suffered & complete breakdown while marking time

in the death cell.
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CHAPTRR IIT

Deportation
The penalty of deportation is & carry-over from tne times of the

czar, 3y keeping this penalty the roviet government had in mina not

only the separation of oriminal elements, those not giving & pledage of
loyalty, and the scum opposing .the political trend of the country, vut
glso the colonizing of Siberia., Weportation is one way for untangling
& difficult national probiem. oiberiu today presents u highly.colorful
mosale of nutionalities consisting of deportea groups of 'nutioneslists'
from the Ukrain, Polund, Orﬁun, etec. 4Lhere is alco no shortuge of
Chinewe, Xorseans,.and Japanese, oreating a veritable tower of oSupel which
isn’t threatening to the USSR since the NLVD foments uncfficial race
haetred and prejudices which conforms to the 80 unproletarian device:
divide et impera.

Materially speaking, the government benefits in two ways: 1t proteats

itsedf from unwanted classes and it profits through exploitation of these

|
clasges for necessary laubor. Slberis 4s the Soviet wrctic, «nd the '

boundless expanses of woviet ventral asia, hide within themselves & vust
natural wealth and the only way for the governmentato avail itself of
this wesalth is to populate these areuas, It is & well known fzct thét
deportation does solve this problem completely. Bxperience shows that the
natural lnorease of dvportees is lowered to & disasdvantageous degree.

This is due to climatic changes, unusually severe ltving conditions, wnd
the large number of deaths among women &nd childre, so much so that this

1s & deciding disadvantage to the rest of the political population of tine
remote Russian regions. Llhese circumstances do not tend‘to decrease the
number of ieportees since tne first aim of this act is to separute

unwanted classes a8 a coummunity brotection measure, from the rest of ths

comuunity.
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The NKVD handles the deportution problem on & scaele that surpasses
anything done in the time of the czars, Voluntary emigration often takes.

place, Only a formality makes it voluntary. It happens that just Before
|
boarding the train, the deportees receive a declaration of voluntary

emigration for signing which states thaet they are 1eaging 0f their own |
free will., <This brought about & new phrase in Hussia: voluntary depér-
tation. Voluntary' because the deportee 1is leaving of his own free
will and 'deportation’ because he actually must leave. Fundamentslly
no one reslsts the persuasion of the NLVD to this 'voluntary' emigration
fornit is clear thut if theynrefuse to leuve they will oe issued decress |
forcing them into exile. They would rather be voluntery emigrunts than
gompulsory ones for the pdight of the latter is a great deal worse since
&8ll their activities undergo close observation by the NLVD and they elso
lose all political rights,

The remote regionp of nussia ars now inhabited by a large mass of
voluntary and compulsory emigrants, <Lheir material conditions are the
same, 48 ploneers of Russian civilization theynare oblige to build new

colonies in the Liberiah wilderness, to begin everything from scratch

with only the primitive tools given them. Tailors build houses, mechu-
nics cultivate the land, and women dig -ditches for druinage. ©That is the |

picture of the material wealth of the deportees. Lhose who after a few

; ]

They labor in cooperatives.iorganized by themselves or, if this happens to
‘v' A

years are still alive vegetate in pitigul farms or in collective houses,

be an industrizl camp, in minew or in fuctories, and when their xrenks are |

thinned out by desth & new party of deportees comes in which is a little #;

more lucky since tney couwe to a place 'all re.dy prepered'! |
" Their wuy of 1life cun best be uttested to by the existance of &

8ystem of trade. lloney has practically no valus. A'Shirt REXRRXRE way

be traded for a suck of potatoes, used or Born underwesr for & lamp wick,
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egsentiecl artloles if speculaivion - even though 1t is unmercifully
hounded - flourishes there on & scale not found in any canitalicetic
couqtry, how can goods be shipped over the trackless Slberian trzcts.
So that there wouldn't be any misunderstunding let me state that the
roiling stock of the Sovietuls very good but it isn't adequate enough to
‘serve the 21 million nilometers of the USGR. Fof this reason the new
colonies are forgotten and their needs usre placed on the bottom of tune
l1ist for sny appropriations. Only one thing comes regularly = propa-
ganda. Protective measures have.the task of euucation. In levor camps
and in dolonies Soviet propagunda strives to convert the deportees into
enthusiastic Bolsheviks aund followers of the feachings of Ltalin.

4 few oomparisons and the dully papers can éttest to the huge number
of political Bolshevik &eportees.

Over a period of 55 yeurs, 1823-1887, the oascrist government ae=
ported about 595,000 persons to biveria. From 1939 to 1941 the Bolshevik
government deported frou occgpied eustern ?oland, which wes tka in the
0urzon line?, 1,692 thousand persons from which 990 thousand were sche-
duled for emigration. (These figures wre from the officisl publicection
of the Polish asuthorities who are opposing Communism)

During the bullding of one port on the Black Ses the NKVD deported
40 thousand persdns with 24 hours for 'strateglc reuson'.

Not too long ago official Soviet sources disclosed the liquidation
of the autonomous Republics of Komi, Ureimean Jlurtary, Kabardynk and
Kslonyk. These republics had & populstion of & few million people. The
ma jority were deported to Siberia.

It is not definitely known where the millidn people of the republic

of Tennu-Tuve hud been deported in the last year. (1948)

25X1A
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. CHa2MmR IV

Bailroad Lransportation

The most common ?Ycommunity protection mesasure' is the corrective
' labor camp (Ispravitielno Trudovo] Lagier). Before I relate the living
conditions in these camps it woukd be better to become acquainted with
the technicuses of transporting the accused from prison to the labor camp.

The most comnon means of transportation is travel by rail., The
prisoners ure brought to the station in prisdn vehicles or, if there 1is
& soarcity’of cars, they are forced to march to the depot. after the
columns have been formed in front of tne prison, the transportatioﬁ
officer (usuaily an NXVD man) warms the prisoners with the following:
fiarch one step backward for every two forward steps., The escorting
éuards have orders to shoot without prejudice?, This means, in effect,

that one false step 1ls reason enough for the escort to use Pfifles. 1In

every instance where ihe marching columns halt, the prlsoners are forced

to 81t on the ground without regard to mud, sand or snow. Under no
circumstances can a prisoner stand up without first b§ing commanded to
rise, Besides guards, military dOgB’WhiGh are dascendahts of alzac
wolves, help watch the prisoners. These measures are always used in

ca8es of marching prisoners. _ ;

Soviet nussia 1s probably the‘only country in the world that uses
special prison cars in railroad transport., These prison cars retain the
neme of (Stolypinke' from the ozarist reign nnd differ frow the ordinary
railroad cars in having barred windows, hazy instesd of clear window
panes, and instead of ordinary wslls & metal grill‘is used. The guards
remaein in narrow corridors which enubles them to watch the activities of
the prisoners. Since the number of these cars is limited, they are
usually attached to passenger or frelght trains. |

The principle means of tronsporting lagge groups of prisoners (800~

25X1A
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2000 persons) sTe govered vans fitted with primitive Leuwsures for human
ase, <Two rows of wooden veds on different levels Serve &S sleeping
places and a cmall hole in the floor fittes with & tin pipe is used for
sanitary purposes. . In the winter months & smell iron stove in the center
of the van provides the prisoners with = 1ittle wermth. On the pletforn
of each van stands a guard, ..8eperate van 1s uced by the steff con-
gisting of tne commandant &an NIVD men, his assistant, & non-~-connissioned
mess officer, & sanitary officer und the rest of tne trahsport crev
including dogs trained to trail humans.

The individual convoy gusrds are linked by telephoue to the ven of
the commandant and with esch other. In the event of dzmige to the tele-
phone equipment the guards use & bell glerm oy pulling the ccrd that is
strung near the ceiling of each van.

During the night the way is lighted by flares firea every few
minutes and while passing through fields or forests the flures cre fired
one after another.

While the convoy halts, the walls and floors wure pounded with wooden
mallets to aucertain whether or not they have been wewkeneua in an effort
by the prisoners to escupe.

In transit %he‘daily rution for the prisoners is ubout one pound of
bread or ¥ poung of biscuits, one herring or other s8llted or sméked
fisﬁ, and esch should receive aoout 2/3 ounce of sugar. Howewer the
gugar is usually «ept by the men in charge of the convoy, «ccording to
orders each prisoner should receive one hot meal &t least every third
day. In general practise however, these orders are not followed. I
traveled as a prisoner & few times. One of these triPSulasted more thun
& month and I didn't heave & single warm.meal during the entire trip.

The greatest agony endured is thirst. The guards issue one or two

buckets o2 water dally to eagh van holding about 50 persons. It doesn't

Approved For Release 2002/8%734': CIA-RDP80-00926A003200020005-1
GONFIDENTIAL/US OFFT(

[ALS QLY

B o




Approved .Release 2002/07/24": C-IA-RDP80-00926.3200020005-1
go very far and is the ocsuse of frequentafights or even death smong the

prisoners, If the transport 1is during the winter months many‘priboners,
tormented by thirst, lick the hoar-frqst formed on the iron fixtures of
the ven. DThere can be no mention of washing or other bourgeois devices,
Pais is the typlcel transportation of prisonerc. There may Dbe some
slight varlations fpom the account given. In the event of & particu-
larly heavy use of transporis, the conditions are much worse since the
vans are loaded with twice us many persons and it often happens that
many persons suffocute due to the lack of ventilation, especiully during

the summer months.
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' Deportation Prisons

The first stage of deportiqtion are the deportation prisons. This 1is
a pointnwhere prisoners &are mnassed together for the purpose of orgenizing
gonvoys for transport to individusl camps. <There are several of these
poiﬁts in Russia. They are centrally located 1o be able to handle &
certain numbér of prisoners. These prisons receive and dischurge & few
thousand persons dally.

Affer the prisoners leave & train they are taken in prisonvans, or
marclg on foot, to the deportation prison. This ususlly takes place &at
night. 2The NKVD gares aboutl appearances and strives to do everything in
gaocret. It isn't &t all unusual for Hussian prison vuns to seem to be
passenger busses. Drapes and curteins (sicd) present a good illusion.
The inside however, is completely darkened and strongly safeguurded.
After alighting from these cars the prisoners are taken to be questioned
after which they bathe and have their clothes disinfected. Depending on
the prisoner's luck he hils quqrtered in a céll, or if the prison is over-
orowdod (and they usually are) he is guartered in the hell, in the loft,
on the stairs, or even in the prison yard. In Nov. of 1940, together
with about 5,000 other prisoners, I spent 3 weeks in the prison ysard.

For the first time since his arrest does & political prisoner mingle
with oriminal convicts.

It is also noted that from the time of sonfinement in a deportation
prisong the prisoner lives by the rules of the jungle, the right of sur-
vivel in an enclosure. From this time on gurvival will be the priaoner's
one &im during trunsport , and in 8lave labor camps.

The administrators of these prisons keep anlindex of camps needing
laborers and as soon &8 & large enough group is assembled they are orgéan-

ized into a convoy for further transport. For this reasson & prisoner may
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be in a deportation prison & few hours or & few moﬁ%ﬁs. 0%%35 depends on
Whether transportation isaresdy for a certgin group Or whether & definite

quo ta hasn't been filled and they have to weit for another shipment of

prisoners. Frequentlj a long period of waiting in a deportation prison 1
is due to faulty sduministration. In short, a prisoner may De forgottien, \
his papers lost, or the papers may have been included through error with |
those of another transport. Lhere is a sealed envelope for each prisoner
containing the records of the trial and the characteristics of the pri-
goner. The outside of‘the envelope curries a photograph of the prisoner,
personal data, the c.c. art. number, and the length of the sentence. The
envelops 1s oPéned only at tae labor csampe. If it happens that i: enve-
iope i{s erronseously sent with the wrong transport, the prisoner remains
at the deportation prison until the suthorities uncover the error.
Deportation prisons are the beginning of the real torture of & pri-
goner. Sleeping on bare floors, stone steps, OT in the rain or snow unde®
the skies, stench and lack of spsace, the complete ignoring oy the autho-
rities of even the most primitive hygienic installutions, the constant
threat of being stripped to the skin b& degenerute juvenile criminals and
the brutallity of the prison guards - a1l ®ividly oppose the nicely worded

CC art. 9: "Community pretection measures cannot hage &s 1t's goal the

physical discomfort or the degredation of human dignity......"
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CHAPTEA VI

Separation Camps

From deportation prisons the prisoner is sent by rail to & seperution |
camp, The conditions of travel are the same &S those previously mentioned,
In the =g event that tne separction center is too distant fro. & reilroad, -
jransportation by berge, ship, auto or marching is vprought into used
Usually hkowever, these separsation centers are in ‘the vicinity of & rell-
roed right of way or &t it's terminals. I had the 'lueck to become acqu=
einted with all modes of truvels

Separation centers ure, just as deportetion prisons, points of or-
ganizing prisoners sentenced to concentration ocumps in specific regions.
Labor camps are orgsnized in suseis according to ‘systems'. <These systems
are usuedly within the vboundaries of tuo individusl countries or reglonsi
& Separation center serves one Or more of thece systems.

fhe lsmoor camps send their employee requirements to & separution
center and, depending on the numoer of perwons in the camp, the separation
center orgunizes a convoy for transport to the labor cap. lhese sepa-
ration camps are nothing.more than = type of slave marxet. I use the neme
appropriately for it is the mos?t guitable &nd the..closest to the truth.
How else can you call the general practices of camps that send speclal
delegates whose sole &im is to pick out the healthiest and most gfficient
workers. 4s an example I can cite my own cuee. I wak assigned to & camp
and was reudy for dcparture when an engineer of another cump found out
‘that I had stated that I was & drilling specialist. He therefore had
erranged with my 'poss' for & trude, giving him another prisoner, & few
packages of cigurettes plus my coat.

Sepa:ation camps therefore, function &as labor exchanges and regﬁlaﬁe
the flow of labor.

The number of prisoners in a separation caup usually is in the tens
X
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of thousands, This necessitates separating the camp into zones, each
zone beingnisolated from the others by barbed wire. This type of wire
encircles the entire camp. 4t 100 yard dlstances stand high towers 2%
from military guards called 'Wochry' (wojennoja Ochrena - subject to
the NLVD) stand & 24 hour watch. The entire camp it bathed in strong
reflected light ull night. Dogs also help in guarding the prisonerc.
Prisoners are forbldden to loiter near the fences, and anyone found too
close to ths fence is immediutely shot.

Prisoners are quartered in barrucks, tents, or even under the
g8kies, Due to the overcrowded condition of the cump it is impossible to
house all the prisonefs in covered buildings. ¥ven during the winter
months many prisoners live outdoors, sleeping on the snow covered ground
around campfires. 4all types of prisoners are found in these camps so
that there is no differentiation between political and criminsal offenders.

The theory of uight over right reigns in these camps. Guards thst
enter the compound arm themselves with long poles used to disperse &
ecrowd of criminal offenders that sre robbing or even murdering politicsl
prisoners and those lfrom the west'. In many instances however, these
incidents are overloéked.

Body lice becoms inseperuble companions of the prisoners. It isn't
at all unusual then for epldemics to occur and the death rate is unu-
sually high. The prisoners dream.of a quick release from these camps to
& definite labor camp whgere organlization and discipline, together with
geizure of disquieting persons, presents & small gusrantee of personsal

gafety and the housing problem is a little more bearable.

25X1A
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CH.PBL VII '
WATE [RaS20nD

Further transportation for the prisoner, aepending on the cir-
cumstances, excluding the railways are: trucks, barges, ships or more
marching.

The routes that are especially dirficult for the prisoners to
withstand are: a) Kotlas-Vprguta, b) Krasnoyarsk-Dudinka, (c) Kharkov=-
Vliadivostok, and d) Bukhta Nekhodka-£olyma.,

Kotlas 1lies at the point where the Vychegde and Uvina rivers meet,
This is an enormous segregation center that supplies several camp
system that exist between the Dvina river and the Ursls. The most
easterly system is Vorkutstro) with‘it’s mining operations. JLhe route
Kotlas-Vorkuta is either by land following the cburse of the Vychegda
river, crossingathe Pechora river, following.the g;;i river to it's
gource or by water transport using bsrges over the Dvine river to arch-
angel, then oy ship across the white and Barents'seas to the Naryan-Mar
port which lies gt/the mouth .of the Pechoré river and then by barges up
the Pechora and ﬂ;;; rivers.

In the case of travel by land the prisoners are shipped in closed
freight cars or open flat-cars over the newly ouilt railrozd lexdin to
Vorkuta, fhis line was completed in april of 1943, JSefore it's com-
pletion transportation of prisoners was accomplished by combining land
marches and water systems, idurching was resorted to all year round
Which accountved for innumersble cases of intense frostbite and eventual
death. 4lmost every year severe blizzards caused the deaths of meany
transports consisting of thousands of prisoners with convoy. «ccording
%o orders camp authorities are obliged to supply the prisoners that

cross Into the polar regions with specisl uniforms but in general prec-

tice the prisoners are usually clothed in their own outfits. You can
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May and June of 1941. The white death Teaps & good harvest and 1s &

constant companion of every transport.

The river route'of fotlas-Vorkuta is a great deal worse then the
landed route. <« barge holds about 2,000 prisoners jommed into it's hold.
They are allowed on deck only during the day and that only with permission‘
of the escort. 2Zhis permission is granted only for physical cdnveniences.1
The lsck of adequate fecilities results in ldng cueues of people standing
in narrow halls for mahy hours. Bven during the night many stand in line
walting.their turn. Muny that are unnable to deny nature use & conven-
ient corner which further pollutes the air and creates breathing diffi-
culties. During tne night bands of thieves rob their more peaceful com=~
panions, imurdering those that give them opposition, &and practice sex |
perversions. ZLhe guards do not tuke any noiice of these practices gince
they share in some of the loot &nd barter with bread and cigarettes for
the rest of 1t.

I know that what I huve written may seem unbclievable, but we must
| realize the severe shortuge of mzterizl in Soviet Russia. Every scrap
has a blg price on it. & well dressed foreigner cannot count on mercy
from thieves »r aven administrative personnel who themselves organize or
provoxe atpacks on better dressed westerners. Sometimes po”iticazl pri-
goners are capable of banding together and moredr less successfully,
defend themselves. In these instaunces real battles ensue among groups of
prisoners and the mortality rate on both sides 1is high. I had particl-
pated in just such a battle on this route which rebulted in zbout 20
desths and about 100 badly injured persons., Unfortunately the majgrity'of

. |
the victims were politicel prisoners who normslly &re unsrmed while the

bandits have some sort of weepon, usually & hand made knife,

Besides the plugue of bandits, the prisoners are tortured by hunger,
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thiret, sickness, end heat, It seems paradoxical but it's nevertheless

true that in the wuters of the North seu, north of the polar circle,
prisoners die en masse from heat prostration.

The womplate water trip of Xotlus-Vorxutag includéing estope in transit
camps at archangel und Neryan-Mar luste months, Jhis ie in cddition to
the delays met in the event the Pechora river is frozen over. In these
cas98 the escort cannot contuct supply points, therefore, in order to
Sstretch their food supply, they further decreuse the already inadequate
food rutions, In.these instences the wmarauding of the pandite rewches
unhesrd of heights, fhey steul the food of tineir companions wnlech cuuses
the death by sturvation of tnese unfortunste peouple., Corpees wre thrown
into the water, |

The route vetween ..rchungel =znd Naryan-Mur hus still anotner hezard.
Ships frequently sink as & resull of storms or icebergs.

The route ZLrusnoyursk-bDudinka presents the scme picture uf the burges
or ships on the Yenisiy river. It is sbout 1,500 miles long. |

Bukhta Nakhodkua, near Vladivostok, is siwiler to Kotlas ss = Begre-
gation center and serves all systems lying beyond the & smur river, Jolyma,
Kamchatks peninsule, Sakhalin Islend, the district of Ysxutck, ana
Virkhoyansk, and the Chukotke Peninsuls, kegpa Specially eguipped ships
ply these many sea lanes, mex<ing continuous trips.to the many points
gerved. Two routes ure never to be forgotten oy the prisoners. Theee are
Bukhta Naknodiz-Magaden (on the CUzhotesk sea) end Suxhte Nachodke~- Bering
Strait - arctic Qceun - and Lower Kolymsk.

Mo gadan is«%he gecond segregation point on the far Bast, It is the
gate to thne enormously big territory of slave caups which «re densely
gltuated on poth sides of the solyma rivér.‘ bue to the climstic conai-‘
tions, (Verxhoyansk is the coldest region in tne world), only the hardest
criminals are sent there., In the Soviet mind a sentence tc that point is
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equivalent to a duath sentence., The route leads through the Japanese
and Okhotsk seus, During passage éhroughﬁ the la Perouse Strait meny
prisoners perish from suffocetion. This Struit lies between the Sakha-
lin and Yezo Islunds and tue Japanese had the opportunity to photograph
Russian prison ships, They were probaubly quite well infofmed on thne
number and destinution of these ships. It was the dutly of the NIVD to
keep secret the politics of tue biologicel exterminetion of counter-
revolutionury elements, for this re.son all compsaionways lesding to
the decxs und all portholes were hermeticully seuled before reaching
this strait to prevent escepes. It hud previously huppened thut pri-
soners pbeing rele.sed ﬁpon deck to use tolilet fucilities had noted the
nearness of the 1lslands and had jumped overboard. Japanese fishermen
willingly helped them and obtaineu informuation from them which circum=~
stances didn't enter into NJ{VD plans, therefore stringent methods were
put into use which cost & number of lives but which made impossible the
divulging of Soviet informatvion beyond it's oorders,

Further transportaion from Magudan to £olyma is.by trucks for &
distance of 300 to 750 miles. Prisoners are forced to sit in cramped
positions one ugainst the other. Da;xing and movementnis prohibited.
The slightest infractions of the rules ie met by death at the hunds of
the guards, This territory is ruled by the harsh "Kolyme laws" which
permit immediate reuction of the gusrds who understand only one way to
obtaln submission: aimedushots, I% is natural to assume that frostbite
and death sre normsal occurances under the climatic conditions. Upon |
reaching the Lolyma river the prisoners are transferred 1o barges during
the summer time, but during the winter (which lasts sbout nine months),
the Jjourney is completed on foot,

Transportation frow Bukhta Nakhodka to the Ghichddka Peninsulea

and to Lower Xolyms uses a longer sea lane since the ships have to sail
25X1A
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through the Beriig Stralt and contend with ice floes in e arctic

Ocean. Ihere is no transportation by truck. The Journeys from the
ports to the interior, in many cases geveral hundred miles, it made on

foot and the trail as usual, is strewn with corpses.
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Living Conditions and Labor in Prison Camps

aggording to Soviet assumption, & correctionsl labor csmp should
gerve as an educatioﬁal institution., The educational measures are labor
and propaganda., Ilabor is the topmost duty of every citizen and carries
with 1t ennobling qualitles so that every prisoner is obliged to perform
elther physical or mental labor, depending on his qualifications and
physical capabilities. |

On entering & labbr gamp, each prisoner undergoes & physical exam-
ination to dewvermine his degree of fitness for labor, There are five
official cl&sées of adaptability: u

l. it for all labor

2, Fi¢ for 'moderate labor?,

3., Fit for light labor,

4, Invalid lst degree.

6. Invalid 2nd degree.

Special ofders gpeclfy the types of work to be performed by each
class, ‘

A different commission studies tne prisoners' records to determine
what type of work the prisoner did in civilian 1ife and to separate
the specialisgts, ‘

In practics howéver, any recommendations placed in the prisoner's
flles by eithe commissions 1s disregarded and no difference is shown
to the‘different classes, and specialistawork with others on 'general

Jobs? (obszczije ruboty)e The true standard for placing prisoners 1is

the type of offense they are committed for, and the action of the pommO‘
isgions is only a formality. & political prisoner is seldom allowed to

work inaothe administration offices of the camp which is usuallyaninmthe

hands of professional coriminals, The only exoception to this rule is
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made whgnvno other prisoner can be found to be capable to handle this
function. In this case even a political prisoner may handle affalrs
dealing with cawp administretion.

An invalid lst degree is ooliged to do work inside the compound,
Invelids 2nd degree are not obliged to work. These rules are fluld snd
can be changed by the administrators 8o that un invelid 1lst degree 1s
obliged to perform 25% of the normal daily output while @ Znd degree
invalid is expected to préduce 104 of woat = heslthy prisoner putsout.

This d4sregard of orders and the difference between theory &nd
practice is brought about byk &) the specific atmosphere of Zoviet life
whose argument 'everytning fér the socialistic country of the leborer
end peasant? nullifies the law of personal dignity giving the edmini-
straitors the authority to practice &aouses, b) the requirements of the
Soviet party plens which must be completed without regerd to choice of
measures used by the manager, Caup authorities, on every rung of the
organizetion, have pluns forced on them whicn have to be completed if
they do not want to share the fate of the prisoners they control, &nd
gince the plan can make this possible, they toleruate the maximum exploi-
tation of the prisoners without regard to murderous conseruences, with-
out regard to cost.

A gtandard is set by the economic plan. In order to complete thils
enlarged plan 1t is necessary.to set & standard s to what one prisoner
or & brigade of prisoners should do to guarantee completion, or even 10
exceed the plan. No one seems to be concerned with the fuct that the
get standard is oeyond the limit of humen capabilities, that the human
organism holds & limited amount of energy, that the standard is murder-
ous, ' | '

The press and all propaganda stresses the completion of the eco~

nomic plaa throughout the entire nation. DFectory and business directors
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of the state adopt by means of professional zlllances the resolution to

take the obligations upon themselves to see that the plen is completed
beyond the expected gtandard. The same thing happens in labor ocamps.

A practice has arisen to acocept these resolutions, 80 that after the
given time 1limit, wideapread Jusﬁifications for the unfulfilled pro-
misaes could be pﬁbliéhed. Snch justifications could be sent by a dir-
eotor of & business that hires it's employees but never by & director of
g oamp using prisoner labor, &8 such plans must be completed. If, in
spite of the killing paoé set Por the prisoners, the plan is not com-

pleted, the director fulsifies the report in order to awvold responsi-

bility for sabotage (drtl 68, par. 14 c.C.)s He turns to this measure
only when the fatalities are 80 greut that he may in turn be under |
suspicion of ’consacious counter-ravolutionary sabotage'. The position
of a director of & labor camp is extremely difficult, it is always
between the hammer and anvil, and is held for as long a8 he is able to
sarry on an intrigue. .A scommission from'Mbsoow vefy rarely visits a
camp., The director usually hears of an impending vislt from trustful
friends employed in the highest echelons of the organization, which

enables him to put the ocamp into some gsemblance of order in ordér to

gatisfy the demands of the dignitar{es who do not observe many things,
and who choose to ignore a whole lot more.

The weight of the plan falls on the prisoners. Human materiesd in
Ruasia'is gaquandered lavishly, in labor campa = prodigally.

The standard of lebor is strictly prescribed. The table of stan-
dards takes into acocount even the minutest details. These tables'are
scontinuously changed to the detriment of the laborer, growing to un-
atteinable heights, to the recorded heights of 'gtachonites’. These
records are fraudulently determined. Physically strong laborers,

prepared for the test by the oamp director fhaving the best tools, the

X1
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of labor in & few days, which is enough to set a precedent to increase
the general binding standard.

In order to for the prisoner to work, the quality and quantity of
food served 1is in accordance to the persentage of work performed acc-
or&ing to the standard.

The food in different camps ié not the same. It depends on the
place and time. In the past, there.were instances when the menu'was '
inadequate and hundreds perished from starvation. & reform took place
in 1938-9, Prisoners that were in camps at that time tell that during
this period no one’had died of starvation. Bvenmthose that were on
penalizing rations existed from soraps off the tables of the stachonites,
The year 1940 however, saw & change for the worse end conditions became
80 bad that from 1941 deaths due to starvation and emaciation becam a
common and everyday affair.

A general rule governing the policy of nourishment 1s to keep the
people half starved so that yhey would exert more energy when promises of
better nourishment are given., Hunger, in these cases, is & very effect-
ive measure,

There are different degrees of rations., During 1941-43, Northern

Buropean RKussia had the following list:

Prisoner category Duily Rations
black

I9RuTx4Fxatxy Eandkxxd xankra LR kxE about 13 ounces of bread and twice
Less than 99% of mdandard and

2nd degree invalids daily 1% pts. thin soup (400 grams)

n)

100~114% of standard and office 1% 1lbs breed, morning - thin soup.
olerks ‘ noon - 2 oz white breed, evening-

thin soup, bowl of barley.

115'125%'0f standard opsrations Same as zbove plus % 1b0;;;;¢;§3£§7

[
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bread, occassionally some meadl,

and vegeteble oil.

less than 337 of standard 9 0z, of bread and twice daily
and disciplinary cases cabbage or oat soup, nractically

nothing more than weier.

In 1942, probaoly due to the war, the food ratlons, particularly bresd,
suffered an abrupt 40% decrease.with the result that au large percentigs
of prisoners began to dle at & rapid pace. Certain cumps that vere
doing war work (extruction of naptha oil, gold mining, bullding of
underground and above ground hangars, etc.) felt only & smell decrease
of rations, but the scale of labor end houars increused. Bvidently this
increase was fvoluantary' a8 a result of & spontuneous resolution by
gome prisoners who wanted to contribute thelr efforts for their beloved
Stalin and party. Those prisdners in the polar regions were fed &
1ittle better than those farther to the bodth. In this recpect the &ll-
powerful authorities creuted unusuul pictures. eg. two cumps, lying
about 2 klms. (1 1/3 wmiles) from eucn other, doing the ssme work, and
having the same scale of labor receive different r.tions becuuse one 1is
in the polar circle and the other is outside the circle.

Practically speaking, the increase in physical fitness brougkt sbout
by & better diet does not compare with the increase of effort and the
calories expended in labor completely cancels the caloric incregce of the
daily rations. Tﬁts causes the hum&an orgenism to weuken, and finally
emaciation. For this reason the more sensible prisonera do not attempt
to increase their sfforts at such a heavy price and if they cannot gain
better welfare conditions thfough various subterfugee, they only expend

enough energy 8o as not to be accused of szpotage. They huve & valid
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reagon for this for they <now thut whether %;uy aréxgggg Anites or not,

the same fate awalts them - slow death oy starvation.

Workers that completed more than 125, of the scale had The right to
buy between two snd three hundred grams of bread and 2 oz. of lard. They'
hed the right, but not zlways the possibility. The luck of fnts was felt
by all strata of socisty and the fuards, just as the prisoners, were
limited to a certein amount of fat.

Prisonsrs that refuse to work (otxaz) ére sent to the lock-up.
Bysteﬁatic refusal to work results in an ac:usation of sabotage and the
punishment is death, aftaer three refusals this paragreph is applied
(for the prisbner shows no hope of odrrection - the verdict usually booms |
out).

Under these circumutances the prisoners rapidly =~pproach & complefe
physical breakdown. Jesides hunger, they are plugued by verious diseeses
peculiar to the extreme North asg : scurvy, nyctalopla, aaa otherw which

ate caused oy the lacxk of vituains and the extremely cold climete.

In genaral, among the prisoners exists a conviction that the only

means »f anduring 2 sentence to 1obor camn is to be cent to one 100ated;
in tae interisr zone whers, through orgunized 'blats?, living conditions
are more beurable. = 'blat' 1s a specifically Soviet institution. Tt is
& chain »f contucts that guarantees nutual help and support at the ex-
pense of misusing =nd eluding prescribed laws. The boviet adage TBlut

wysze Sownurkxome! {blat is higher thun the Peoples Cfficlul Council)
1

gives the best churucteristic of this institution.

Others that are unable to orgunize a '"blat? usually come to the same

{

end - death oy emnclution. This occurs sooner or later, depending on the
individual prisoner’s state of health on entering & camp. When exhaustibﬁ
i

|

remains in the camp snd is completely indifferent to the fact thet he may

il

18 80 great that the prlsoner doesn't have the strength to work, he
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be sent to the lock-up. Hic onlyndream is to lie uietliy in 2 werm
nook where he wouldn't feel his slowly ebblng ctrength «nd the flicrer-
ing of the flume of 1life, In cump Jargon such perscns zre czlled
'approacher's from the word 'upprouching' or neuring one's end.

The issue of clothing is particulurly iaportant in the Northern
reglons, . frisonere receive cotton Jackels, und underclothes thet wre
gener2lly suit.ble ugainst the cold. <The gloves thel wre occzelonally
issued are entirely inadeqaate znd are no protection aseinst the citter
gcold., ILeather shoes are scarce and the prisoners do not «t may time
receive them, 7The NAVD and adminictr.tive personnel receive porous
plgskin shoes and high boots huaveing miieu sneep-wool .nd camrel or

cow halr which keep the feet warwm. <Lhe prisoners norutlly recelve

- awkward clogs nade from tire coverings, <rhese injure the feet und do

not give any warmth, ©Sometiies they recelve bast-shoes woven from
linden. Normally the prisoner winds old rags around his feet as & sort
of vrotection. These get soasked however, and s crust of ice forms over
them. It isn't &t all ocdd.then that many hundreds of prisoners huve
their feet or fingers uampututed &s arresumt of severe frost-bite,

The housing of prisoners depends on the degree of Tcolonization?
of the camp that the prisoner is sent for lavor. Generully the pri-
soners are housed in wooden barrucks or in caves that are frequently
unheated gparadoxioal becuuse the forest is 21l around), and those
working in mooile unite, i.e. laying tracxk, obuilailng roads, etc.,
bivouac under the stars or in tents. On their own they often ouild
themselves huts from .branches,

The manner of estaolishing a cuzmp is very simple. a‘group of
prisoners 1s taken into th~ deep forest. =at the beginning there is only'
& slab with the name and number of the cazup. "Strojtie ziza" (build

your future), orders the convoy comaunder, and the prisoners fell trees
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for bullding barracks in the meantime sleeping under the skies or in

huts.,

The lot of the mobile workers is particuwlarly difficult. Constant
traveling makes it impossivle to orgunize a cump, conveysznces very often
' |

pog down (snow drifts in winter, mud in summer), the field xit@hen isn't

in any condition to properly prepare hot meals, and the prisoner is de-

prived of a warm abode where he would be able to rest even for & little
whille after & hard day's worx. Under such conditions you can't even
dream about hygiene or any type of sanitation. Ihe prisoners sleep
around ocamp fires and frequently many contract pneumonis which their
weakened bodles osnnot fight. Normally, wuvout 90% of those have
pneumonia die of the diseuse.

During the summer months, besldes scurvy and pellagrol hemocolitis,
the prisoners suffer from stomach disorders brought on by the greedy and
indisoriminate use of mushrooms and wild berrys.

The medioal welfare of the prisoners is in the heands of 80 called
‘sanczast! which 1s & division of tne sanitary Gept. having it's bureaus
in every camp. The orgunization of & division of health for e camp has
been well planned. However, the prisoner's health and life in the damp
as compered to the completion of the.economio plun is of no importance ;
80 the .NXVD 1imits the usefulness of doctors and force the luborere into::
one plan after another, und 1limit the amounts of medicstion., Doctors |
usually are prisoners. They try to alleviate their comrades' suffering

but are hindered by.the limitations. ~according to specific orders, &

doctor has the right to designate not more than Bﬁ'of the prisoners as

i
[

111 when in reality ot least 804 need medical attention. The medication;

on hand isn't tooumuch help since it consists of aspirin and iodine with
an occasional shipment of cod-liver oil and Vitamin C. gamp doctor
can suggest that 2 prisoner be sent to & special ocamp ocalle 'eangorodok"‘
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{senitary town) where the conditions ure better thun in the camp infirm-
ary. These hospitals are usuelly clean &nd warm. ‘'he food 1is prevared
with enough fats and the doctors are ugually learned men whose fate &nd
Stalin's order had placed them in prison.

The theoretical ailm of the oamps, as I have slreedy stated, is to
educate through work and propaganda.

Bverybody is obliged to labor but only the elect benefit from pro-
paganda. In this case there is a sharp line drawn between politlecsl and
eriminal offenders. From the fact that camp asuthorities hold propagenda
gpeeches only ®xax for the common prisoners, the conclusion oen be drswn
that the Soviet authorities do not believe a political prisoner can be
induced to mend his ways, and from the beginning they feel thet he is
lost completely and as such, it is only right that he die in a cempe.
Because of this, it never happens that a Tkintrikd (in camp jargon, &
politiecal prisoner) is free to leave a ocamp after serving his sentence.
Just a few days before he is to leave, he regeives notification thet the
0SS0 has reached a new decision and the pfisoner receives another 5 or 8
year sentence. The whole setup for 'counter-revolutioniste', the system
of chiocanery, and the limited rights generally guarantees death before
the first term is finished and only individuals of unusuel health and
strength or those exceptionally clever can have the personal satisfaction
of receiving the information of & new verdlot,

The preparation of propagande in the camps is haddled through the
cultursl educatérs (Kulturno Wospitatielnajs Czast). The work of thie
group 1s broken down into the following classes:

a) agitation for more effort.in labor

b) educational propaeganda influencing 6riminal offenders, and

o) organizing theatriocal and recreationsl pageants,

Bvery camp is plastered with huge propagandsa posters carrying mottos
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and the golden thoughts of Engel, Lenin, and above all, Stalin. These

posters call for greater efforts of labor: for fasocislistic professional
cooperation’, the davelopement of stachonite activities, ets., and with
extolling.the happiﬁess and freedom of the Soviet citizen (even Hered)
large bulletin boards list the percentage of the set scals performed by
different briguzdes and varioﬁs Ystachonites', From the camp gazette
(posted on the .wall) the prisoner has the opportunity to read the names
of all prisoners refusing to work and at thé seme time he can learn of
the dismal conditions of the life of the iBnglish =2nd american luborers
who are exploited by the Capitalists, Phis type of propagands is acc-
egssible to all,

The education of crim.nal offenders hinges on acquainting him with
the peculariaties of his actions which, when compared to 'counter-revd-
lutionary acts’ of the political effenders, are attempted to be shown by
the £WC as temporary forgetfulness. Similarl&, a corrupted picture is
painted of the caluminous crime of the Tkontriks' and it appears gene-
rally dark for this group of prisoners, Lhe KWC which stands ready to
serve the NKVD 'gsekretnoj czasti’ récruits from the ranks of the cri-
minal offenders a host of confidantes by deluding them with plectures of
better 1living conditions and promises of shorteningutheir sentences.
Since in the compreshension of the NKVD & éitizeh is a loyal and useful
member of society When he knows how to worship Stalin, it is blind to the
faults of the Structure, and what is more imp®rtant, to informers. It ié
seldom that a criminal offender leaves a labor camp before his sentence
is served and becomes a'really valuable' Soviet &1t1zen, having received
& previous 'educ.iion' which guarantees him the above mentioned virtues,

The last duty of the KWC o organlzing theatrical and recreational
pageants - stands at the lowest level., The essence of the theatrical
presentatlions are shallow and are written by worthless agitatora as 80
AC

Approved For Release 2002/%?51 : IA-RDP80-00926A003200020'005-1




Approvi@For Release 2002707134 ~c1A-RDP80-004h003200020005-1
much propaganda., If the play is presented in & clubroom - usuelly

housing prisoners - tha only benefit thet the offender cun guein from the

performance is, when under cover of darkness, he cun stezl some clothlng

from a fellow prisoner. From time to time woviet films which commend the

Soviet 1life are shown in these clubrooms. It is claimed thal camps
having women inmates also arrunge dances, I was unsble to confirm this
information.

Sinco I made mention of women, I think it's just ss well to mention
sex 1ife in the ocamps. It exists xaxxkaxpmax to the polnt of degenerccy
in all-male or all-female camps, It doesn't mean that in coeducational
camps the sex life was sound, it was only & little more normel.

The favours of women were guined muinly by the adminlstrutors of the
camp since they were aole to psy for such services. Normally, the women
became mistresses of the more prominent criminals, but this dian't pre-
vent them from accepting money from the other criminal offenders. Poli-
tical prisoners rarely met the camp prostltutes for the simple reason
that they were too weakened and emaciated to take much interest in such
things. If that weren't reuson enough, then the Soviet prostitute feels
it to be her duty not to cater to an 'cnemy of the people'. In camp
jargon women are known a8 the oriminals 'dclirium’,

The picture of camp life wouldn't be complete 1f we had omitted the
role played by the Turks'. rthis name 18 applied to thieves and bundits
that have..been waifs of the streets and have been'associated witn crime
from childhood.

TUrks' are the plague of every prison and camp. In camps .they are
6rganized in gpecial labor brigades, they act with & great deal of li=-
berty and steal and plunder from the more peaceful prisoners. ZIhe wholé
administration of the camp is in their hands. «ll officials, frou labor

leaders tuv the chief administrator, foster the 'Urks', «dequately edu=-
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cated by the XWC and indebted to 1% for their luorative functions, they

terrorize the other prisoners. This is especlally rough on the political
prisoners. Urks allow only their colleagues 0 enlist in a 'blat' and
for that reason only a very few political prisoners ocan aveil themselves
of the benefits of & 'blat'. Lhose who are not in & blatAor those who
do not know how to get into the good graces of the Urks will seek justice
in vain from the camp authoritises. Such is the roie of the 'Ukre' on the
gside of the NALVD that they constitute a grave menace to the millions of
Taounter-revolutionists' that in every instance of rebellion, they &re
eliminateda by the 'Urks' without the slightest goruples.

"Urks Yare the eloﬁgated arm of the NLVD in the oamps which presents

this ocurious paradox: oriminals stand as guards of Soviet Justice.
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USSR ‘= JBOPIES PRISON
CHaPXk I
It Is Only a Change in Name'

Lenin's words, "Russia - people's prison", didn't lose any of their rea-

11ty today after more than 30 years of rule by the "labor-peesant council’,

Czarist sfussia, expanding it's empire, encountered opposition from
the nations stunding in the way of eXpansion., Lhis opposition was broken
bynthe Russian armies and authority over the occupied territory was texken
over by czarist edministrators. Using the unfailing threat of prison s&nd
deportation, they held the conquered peoples under ruthless submission,

Lenin, speaking of the "peoples' prison', had in mind the oppression
of the minority groups by the xussian empire, axpressing himself from a
deportation prison.

If there is any change today, then it is only in the scale of terror
and rankness in the smouldering class war of the Penitentiury system,
Where the czarist regime was ruthless agaiﬂst tens of thousands who were
political adversaries of the 'autocracy’, Stalin's regime destroys
millions, |

This sssertion isn't an ostentatious phrase. By politiesal edver-~
gsarles we mean not only opponents of the sociasl structure but 21s0 the
representatives of the individual nations resisting sussian rule. I had
already mentioned in.athe preceding chapters zovout the ruthless fight
against national ideals of the people living in territories ruled by the
Bolshevik regiuwe. I had also'mentioned the wosaic medeup of mnany
netionalities in pfisons and camps, .These clues £ive some picture of the
true "brotherhood of man' that i8 praised and goirifiea by “oviet Propa-
ganda,

It 18 difficult for me to give an accurate proportionzl bercentage
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of the nationalities making up the prison popdlétion. One thing is

|

certain, the greatest number of prisoners is recruited from the so-called
minority nations. « phrase thet is most unnususl in the state is
"aguulity of nations"”,

I made the statement that the woviet reglme destroys millions of
it's political opponents. This statement isn't an exaggeration and can
be verifled to & relative figure from direct comparisons. -

Russia remained trus to it's tradivions. +Lhis observation was made
in 1920 by Joseph Conrad when writing the prefascd to his novel 'In the
Eyes of the West'.

"fhese revolutionists aren't able to percelve that all they can
attain ic only a change in name. nusslans are oppressors end oppressed;
the world again sees the truth that & tiger cannot change it's stripes
or a leopard it's spots,”

In his extensive work entitled ’Corporal.Punishment in Hussisan
Judicature and administration’, the nussian martisliet N. Jewreinov

ftates:

A dussian~is too conservative to rid himself of deep-rooted spiri-
tual convictions only because public opinion created a bresak in punish-
ment estimates”. |

Immsediately after the revolution, the government cbuncil solemnly
renounced the czarist method of imprisonment. Convictions were cancelled
and houses of correction took the place of prisons. This 1dyll didn't
lest very long. It took only one attempt on Lenin to answer the *White
Terror' through the 'Red Ierror' on a much greater scale. Czeka, GPU,
and then the NKVD developed to the point of absurdity and when there was
8 lack of true enzmies of the ravolution, since ﬁhey had been utterly
destroyed in the first 10 years of the existence of the USSR, the heavy

bureaucratic machine of Stalin’s 'autocracy' seized apparent "leftist’

25X1A
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and 'rightist' enemies wna aven communistic enthusiwstis whose only crime

was the fact that they coula perceive tne werped 1ldeal for which they
gsuffered,

Pgychology of 'ecapitalistic environument', continuul rewr of wn srmed
bourgeols crusade sagainst the USSR, the rmunis of espionwge rerwecution,
impetuous rebuilding »f an ~rgunizatvion una the impassive recistunce of
a farmet to lezve his land commanded = searcn for, «nd exteruination of,
sver new 'enemles »f the people’, wuves oFf pmecs =rrests £wept toe
country with ths force of 2 hurriciane, prisons vecune overcrowded, and

labor cumps were developed, wovoviet suthority wian't crects —ny new

v

[}
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o+
¢
v
'
o
-

methods in the psnitentiury system. It took the line 02 lemcet T
Y » > '] 3 : “ . T ’ . .

It wddew on to the institution:s inherited frow czurict ..issia, only im-

proving the orgunization, and sbove wll, chunged the nawme, Hoerd 1-oor

' homes of compulsory

was nomed 'correctional lubor cwap' und prisons
lepor’. In some c.ses however, there igs & return to the old nomencli-
ture, and today, just w8 during the reign of the czers, inere exists
Tdungecons' ana 'deportation', <rhe term 'correctional luwuor cemp' vas
xept max without change ana the fiuact is thet the contents wnd scope
remain the same, that is, e.termination. Lxterminaiion on the encrirous
Soviet scalse. |

For "eruelty, spiritual destruction, und the state of morel collapse
of a particular netion can be explained through the mezsures that helped
to keep it on « leash through the past century of it's historical exist-

ence which, through habit, became for it & second nature." (N.Jewrsinow.)
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CH-.PTERr IX

Camp Organization

Correctional 1abor cumps take up more than 1. of the land in the GSSRe

Thesr cemps perform an importent role in the economia plan, they bulld
roeds, railrosads, dlg canals, mine coel and other types of ore, extract

neptha oil, build fuctories, etoc.

It's & well known fuct that there aren't meny phuses in the economic

1ife of the country in whicn prisoners did not 1abor. Huge enterprises
sare bullt on slave labor just as the irrigation system of ancient Bgypt
was bullt by s1.ve lubor. On the other hund these fucts emanste from,
and sre tled in with penitentiary polities which puts & great number of
persons 2t the disvosal of the various gtate orgunizations. The violent
rehuilding of the USSR community structure, forecast and realized in the
framework of esch 5 year plan, results in overcrowded prisons &nd laboT
camps, From the point df view of Soviet politics, the benefit of this is
thet doubtful elements are denied contact with the rest of the community;
1t is separuted, but for state sconomic effects it seems rather dis-
adsantageous for it denies & great number of Puctories many laborers
which oauses critical delays in gompleting a plun, In reality however,
this handling of personnel helps golve tﬁe unemployment problem (event=
ually, all unsemployed become prisoners), pot the transfer of labor
personnel from all over the country to the newly created capps in the
North creates a grave transportation problem. Under these ci:cumstances
the weight of making up the deficit in the economic plen falls on the
prisoners. It ic beyond a shadow of a doubt that these camps are & nega-=

tive phenomenon in Soviet economics but 1t doesn't slter the fact that

their main tasik is to help rebuild the USSR structure,. hence the ruthless

biological extermination of undesirable elements.

Observing the growth of Yoviet state slave labor Dby prisoners, we
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come to the conclusion, that in spite of adapting such rudical measures
of correction, the numbef of prisoners in xussia doesn’t lessen dut
grows greater and penal politics doean't disclose tendencies to restrain
mass arrestg,

It is charccteristic that as camps in mussia grow, they should be-
come more decentralized, but the opposite is trues they tend to sprezd
inward to the center of the USSR, 'The process of separating ‘counter-
revolutionists® began from the Northern Islands =nd the New Land. In
proportion to the ever growing ranks of prisoners, new camps have been
founded, beginning from the far North to the South, and tightening the
circle around the center of the USSR, Lheme are labor camps in the
viocinity of Moscow and Leningrad, and powerful systems were bullt in
Kujbysz and 3ak.

This centralization of camps is also caused by economlc reasons.
Shortage of labor in the center of the country created the necessity of
replacing voluntary employees with the slave labor of prisoners. al-
ready today the economic pldn welghs heavily on the policy of cemp
establishment and Just as in prisdﬁs, deportation, and 'camps' the
atmosphere 1s heavy on the gentral 1ife of the free citizens for 1t is
& rare Russian fumily that Hasn't at least one ofuit's members sacri-
ficed to the Toorrective' messures of Soviet justice.
| The highest institution in the Loviet system of prison cemps is the
TGuleg'. It is the contraction from 'Glawnoje Uprawlenije Lagiere)' =
Chief Camp Administration. It officiates in Moscow,

Gulag is an institution arising frou.the Peoples Commission on
Internal Affairs and is subject to it. It is divided in groups for
speclfic tasks such as: planning} personnel handling (oddiel xadrow),
geourity, administration, sanitation, culture, education, etc. These

divisions sre maintained in every degree of camp organizuations.
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The entire system of camps 1is divided into spec o camp systems

which handle a certain phase of the economic plan. e.g. the camp

system of 13gzymienlug' (an unnamed camp) in the Kujoysz region has Been

assigned the task of creating & large war production center.

Camp systems zre divided into regions = {otdlelenije). Those

connected with raillroads encompass from a few to about Z0 camps ("lag-

punktow’) excepting the mobile cumpé of working columns. & T agpunkt’

has from & few hundred to a few thousand prisoners - & column from 800

to £,000. e.g. Lagpunkt No. 4 in Uchtimlag had about 6,000 persons at

the time Nr. 11 Prommgrup hed apbout 700.

The larger camps have severdl tprenches called ‘podkomendirowka’

{sub-committee).
Prisoners are divided into labor brigades of sbout 26 pecple or
gometimes more {40-60). 4t the head of each brigade is the brigsdier-

ppisoner who directs the work to be done, together with the counter who

calculates the percentuge of work completed. The brigade works under

the supervision of an armed guard (strielok), who has the power of life

or death over tﬁe prisoners.
It is proper to mention, thaet just aa all Soviet life, camps suffer

fProm excessive bureaucracy. Beginning from camp points down to

'otdielenije' and the system managément, & multifude of different types

of 'planners®, tgtatistioians!, 'bookkeepers', 'work accountants’, etc,

work 1n.the various offices. The chart gives & typical pictur of the

organization of camp administration.

Administrative functions in the camps are hendled by the prisoners.
Only'the head of the camp and the.direotor of education aré free.. A4s 1
previously mentioned, criminals have priority fof thess positions,

Begides the management, there 18 the large personnel of the NXVD
which has charge of guards and who.preslde at trials in the event &

25X1A
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prisoner commits & new offence.

On the mep of camp systems in the USSR, which is udded to this
publication, are 1isted only the systems whose names have been verified
end sbont which I have been able to give meny detalls. (Inhave bemn in
gome of them).

I emphasize that these are 'systems' and not individuel csmps.

Bach system numbers a few hundred cump points. <[Lhe territory encom-
passed in & system is not inhaobited by prisoners exclusively. The
farther South the systém lies, the more.c&mps &are mixed with settlements
in which live the free people; Free in the boviet system of freedom.

The map is based on original boviet documents &nd supplemented by
statements of nrisoners who had been in 1labor camps frowm 1939 to p4L 3
1942,

It isn’t complet; it is based only on accessible documents. Labor
oamps'that are not included in the the cump systems, but which are found
all through western and Southwestern sussia, Ceucasia, and the republics
of Central nsais are not listed on the m&p, Moscow, which has & number
of camps, is not listed, neither are the railrosad construction cemps
which range from the Western town of Tajszek to Vliadivostok listed on
the map. [he map doesn’t show many camps because there isn't 100 proof
of their existance.

Besides the ocaunp systems mentioned, there are meny camps - &8 I
already mentioned ~ numbered in the hundreds, which are under direct
administration of the NLVD and do not enter the gener&l camp sSysStems.
e.g. in theasterritory of Donbas, every busliness venture, every mine,
employs prisoners from cump Points. This same plcture 1is observed in
all of HKussia; in .quarriass, alrports, road, &nd fortification building;
8tc.

Factories which are built near the prisons, utilize prison labor
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(e,g. the wrought iron furniture company in Odcssa)}. Moreover, there
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exist a number of work colonies which are designaied for youthful
offenders, who after receiving sentence, are subject to speciel edu-
cational measures according to established rules in '"labor ocolonies of

correotion for juvenliles'.
In the central prisons of Odessa and vharkov, I have seen hundreds
of youths between the uges of 7 (seven) and 16, grouped in seperate

cells, <rhe degensracy of these poor creutures is beyond hum&n compre-

hension. Bach group is under the care 6f_a leader pickea from tho group

of criminal offenders, many of which are professional buandits. Whan
miénors regeive sentende they are placed in labor colonies where they &are
obliged to work and study under NKV¥D instructors. In most cases, they
leave these colonies as the most tyrannlcsl exponents of the bolshevik
system. Many soldlers in the internal detachments of the NEKVD are
graduates of child labor colonles. ‘They are extremely proud of this.
I must add that former inmates of.these colonies are the most cruel and
ruthless in regard to political prisoners.

From the 1&st of camp systems, it 1s interesting to note the
groupdng of more than 30 ocamp points.in the.region of Potma .(in
Marijan Uﬁgg), which are for women. «nother known group of camps for
women is in the akmo in region. There are about 25 czmp points which
are organized ezclusively for 'wives.' IThe term 'wife' in this case
doesn't refer to the marital status of the women, but is & type of
offense, The women in these camps belong to the families (mainly wives
and daughter) of the Protskyltes that have been sentenced on the
strength of art, 58, par. 1 (dealing with collective responsibility)
and Art., 16 (snulogies)., Conditions in these camps are a little more
bearable since the majority of the prisoners are inteiligent and do not

tend to harass one another, and try to make the best of their community

life,  Approved For Reléadh 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00926A003200020005-1
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The system of camps near Magaden rates gpeclal attention. It holds

a few thousand - oripples. These are prisoners who have lost an arm or
a leg as a result of the severe cold in Northern Kolyme and other campe.

In the narration, I mentioned only the main ecomomic tasks of the
camps . Bvery camp also handles other tasks which are tied in with.self-
dependence such us: farming, livestock breeding, building of. barrecks,
administration, etc,

The 1isting of camp systems inmthe territories of Uentrual asla, =nd
in particular, Northern tiberia, isn't an easy task. It is know, 28 an
example, that Northern Siberia 1s considered off limits, and even
native hunters, living in this area, have specifically fixed boundaries
beyond which they dare not enter. I am far from being =ble to dream of
the fantastic conjectures on what is being done thare. fhis region is
marked with a question mark on the map., I tried to uaravel this riddle
through questioning hundreds of prisoners, elther xusslan or Polish.,

I know that this region isn't as deserted a&s it would seem to be. It is
known,tht that during 1940-3, .a railroad w@s built there which wes to
link Murmansk (through archengel und Vorkute) with the Bering ctruite
This is only a presumption, but since trials to organize a sailing route
over the aretic Ogean failed, the Loviet authority may huve decided to
build a railroad for strateglic purposes. This would also indicate the
building of a railroad branch linking £ Jakuck-Magadan-Czukczow
peninsula-3ering otralt.

One other thing: these territorlies are the closest - by &ir - to

America, and the aviation sctivities in these areas is unusuaslly grest.
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CHAPTRR III

Number of Prisoners
The question is: how many of the USSR oltizens thet live in csmps
are prisoners? Publicstions of &ll types list these numbers variously
and very inaccurautely. Generally the numbers given are from 10 to 30
million.
Accurate figures oan only be given by the 'Gulag’., we cen only
avail ourselves of aritbmefic&l rossipilities, Soviet prisoners inti-
mate that during the period of intenss arrest (1936-57) there were more
than 40 million prisoners in nﬁssia. {his figure is undountedly greatly
exaggerated, but 1t ien’t lesy ochsrecteristic thet Polish Prisoners who
were deported to sussis in 1939-42 were confronted witn the stutement of
guards who were proud of'the greatness and might of the USSB to the
. affect: "Poland has a bpopulation of about 35 million while here in the
Soviet alliance we have that many prisoners™.
Let’s try to establish, through the use of round figures, the besis
of arriving at & sound figure. =~ camp pointwhas an average of 1,800%
prisoners (my figure is small)., « ione (otdielenije) averages about 10
eamp points, and a camp system is made up of at least 20 zoneé (again I
use conservetive numbersd) 1,200 X 10 X 20 = 240,000,

‘This estimate is wore than conservative. I know for certasin that
the system of 'Bezymianlag' had about 300,000 prisoners in 194Z, and
there were at least 2,000,000 in Zblyma. 48 a precautlon however, let's
8ay that the average system hes a population of 250,000. 0On the map I
have indloated 38 systéms. fhe round figure for the camps listed
emounts to 9,500,000 persons!? |

I emphasize: this is only inumthe systems that I know agout and tnaf
I have proof of.itheir existence. One of the reliable publications tells

of 136 systems giving their names and locations. If we add to these the
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hundreds of camps not encompassed in & system =und the number of pri-

soners under investigation, it won't be an exaggeration to state thet tngw
figure of 15,000,000 is a really conservative estimste,
Compared to democratioc netions, this number in unproportionally

high.

Let's look at the figures of the 'bourgeois'’ democretic nations,

COUNIRY 20P. Lalbulsab »
' M P U LaL

UsBesds 1948 147,000,000 146,976 6,588 152,564 .11
Italy 1938 43,980,000 52,018 5,665 67,671 .13
Switzerland 1938 4,186,000 1,965 382 2,335 406
Frence 1931 40,855,000 17,699 2,708 20,406 .08 -
Poland 1938 34, 6009000 62,367 b5,641 68,008 ;j: .1§ | :%
USSR 194,000,000 - - 15,000,000 7,75 B

Bvery 13th oitizen of the USSR is & prisoner?

And that is the truthl?!
~92
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2ART VI

CONCLUGLIUN

The gosl of the communists is to cause a revolution &nd to cre&te a 
world organizavion based on communistic ldeology. communists under the
banner of Trotsky, as well as those under Ltalin, are striving for that
goal., They belisve that the end result of the war oetween gommunism
and democraéy will be the reign of communism over the world.,

Dogether with this communistic ideology, the communisti laws will be
enforced.

I have shown you what these laws arc; a&s they &re on peper, and &t
they are in practice.

If they appeal to anyone let them support communiem, let them fight

for the reslization of 8 paradise on earth,

\K/ ;XX wMe 25X1A
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