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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. ca.nal
routé along the pr-eh:.storlc course of the Am: Darya River to the Caspian Sea. ig
old coutrse runs in a wutlmesbwly direction from the present river. At that time,
the project was named the Kara-Kumski (Rlack Sands) Canal. During the next ten ar
Pifteen years, the idea was expanded into a project for a great canal syst.em through
the USSR's Qentral Asian Republiss (Turkmen, Uzkek, and Tadzhik), which would complete
the water transpor’eat: on route from Moscow to the bwders of India. The overall pro-
ject came o be called the Turkmenski Canal.

| ‘ | Articles
and books appeared on the new canal, which reported preparations for its gongtvmatsam
occurred in 1949. Actual work began in 1950. gg))g ESM

3. The Turkmenski Canal is one of the main conghrusticn projects at present in the USSR.
In size, it is as large as the Stalin White Sea-Baltic Canal. From the viewpeoint of
earthworks required, it will be even larger. Workers (both free and slave) from all
over the USSR will be used. Follcmng shardard Scviet practise, ccxmentratlon camps

will probably be set up along the route to pmv:Lde slave lab ians from all
K over the country will be utilized t¢ supsrviss the wark. it will take
a minimum of 10 years to complete the czanal, providing that from 200,000 to 300,000

laborers are used. the climate in the area, and as a result >f its severity

‘ ‘ many workers will die on the proge«‘t There are no rains from May to_
m:’Ld.~:3epte:mberé Temperabure in the sun reaches 76° Centigrade, while in the shade it
goes up to 46 Centigrade. The human body dries out from the heat and the sand is
too hot to touch. In winter, the region is zold -- temperatures go down to-15° or
«20° Centigrade -- sand windy. 50X1-HUM
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L. The Turkmenski Canal will begin at Krasnovodski Zaliv, run in % o single channel
built for both transport and irrigabtion in an easterly direction to the ancient
junction of the now dry Uzboi and Upgus Rivers. The canal will divide at this
location. One branch will run north along the dry Uzboi River to Kunya Urgench,
near the Amy Darya River, which flows into the Aral Sea. This branch will he p
marily an irrigation canal, although it will also be used for Lrangper ‘Ihs SOuihern
branch will roughly fo]low the old course of the dry Ungus Eiymr :
Am Darys River. That part of the cansl, then, which runs fron the Gasplan” ch
dzhui and beyond, will take vessels up to three mebers d:l.splaaemam as fav, a‘b }.eza.ﬁb,
as 40 kilometers south of Chardzhui.

5. The Amu Darya, River at Ghardzlm: pa*ssas through sands , is shallow a.nd sh:.f”b:mg s
although.it is from one Lo 13 kilometers wide at this' po:l.nt. The river there takes
only vessels of 50 to 75 centimehber displacement. THe canal, therefare, will have
to be built parallel to the river, about 20 to 25 kilometers south of it. The canal
will be used far bobth irrigation and transporta’c.:.on and will run southeast to Kelif
on the Afghanistan bepder. This stretch on the river was called Kelifski Zbros
(rapids). A canal branch will exbend from the Amu Darya to Bukhara, thereby making
the Zaravshan River suitable for transport.

6. Rumning due west from Kelif is an old dry river route to Merv. The gab River flows
north from Afghanishan to Merv, where it ends in the desert. A brangh of tle new
canal system will connect x{elif with the Murgab River at Merv. The ca.nal will end at
Kelif, where the desert, in general, stops. The Amu Darya theres#bsr assumes bhe
characf.er of a moun td.:m river, espe«,:;ﬁruly afber Termez. N

7. Tt is plamed to build four dams at Termez in order to provide electricity and to
regulate the flow of the river. The dams are expected to provide a total of approx-
imately 150,000 KW. The dams will also serve to improve the transport possibilities

of the Amu Darya.. . The river's name, incidentally, changes to Pyandzh, and it begins
in the Pamir Plateau, which has an averages elevabion of about 3500 msters. The
river's transport potentialities end a.b'au’r 100 kilometers east of Stalinabad.

8. The priority of congstruction will be to build first the siretch from Krasnovodski
Zaliv to Kunya Urgench, as it will, by means of irrigation, greatly increase the
cotton crop in that area. The second step will be to construet the branch southerly
beyond the junction of the dry Uzbeld and Ungus Rivers, Pricrity will also be given
to the link between Kelif axd Merv, as this is a very good cotton region.
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a) Economic -~ The irrigation benefils derived from the canal will double the
c¢otton production of the Soviet Central Asian Republics. In 193
[ |the Turkmen Uzbek, and Tadzhik SSRs produced 3,000,000 tons of50X1-HUM
raw cobton yearly. This will permit the USSR to better meet the great de-
nand for textiles of its civilian economy, its armed farces, and its satel-
lite countries. It may also be able to throw large quantities of cotton on
the world markeb;.

9. There were three main reasons for building the Turkmenski Canal:

b) Transportation — The cangl network will improve the facilities available
. for moving cotton.. The few railrvads in that area were "overloaded® with
cotton, The Central Asisn transpertation network would be improved.in
general and the canal route wuld be safer, in event of hostilities, than
the railroad bordering Iran; amd

¢) Political Prestige — The reputation of the USSR would be enhanced in such
. #trategic countries as. Afghanistan, India, and China, by its ability to
carry out a construction project of such scope.

-end -
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