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AD/80 8 March 1951

Chief, Communications Division

President's Communications Policy Board Final Report

1.  Attached proposed letter to the Bureau of the Budget
is in response to that Agency's request for comment on the
Final Report of the President's Communicetions Policy Board,

The major resommendation in the report is the establishment

of a President's Telecommunications Advisory Board as essential
to provide forceful direction in the field of telecommunications
polioy,

2. The proposed letter contains general comments on
this major recommendation of the Board with respect to the
requirement for the establishment of a top-level Telecommunica-
tions Poliocy Board, its funotions, composition and status
within the executive framework of the Government.

S+ The President's Communications Policy Board was
active for 15 months, finishing its work on 17 February 1961.
During that period representatives of the CIA worked with the
Board staff in the formulation of the final report now being
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The Uenorsble Frederick J, Lawton
Director, Duwrenu of the Uudgeb
daghingbony, Ue Ce

Deaxr “re Legvton:

I wish to aclkuowledgo recelipt of ihe roport of the iPresident's
Commmications Policy Board snd subnmit my camenis as you have re-
guagtad,

The need for a top-lavel toleconmunications agoncy, with powers
as recomended, is clearly indicatod if the four major problems
nresented by the Board sre to bo resclved. Ths proposed solution
is consistent with my menorandum to the Executive Secretary, Nationw
8l Security Council of 25 Janmary 1051, relative to the Soviet
preperation for electromsgnetic warfare.

The functions of the proposed Telecormmmications Advisary
Board appear adequats as outlined and, properly implemented, should
rosult in a dlstinet improvemont to the national telecormuniocations
structure.

The location of the proposed bosrd within the Executive Office
of the President is Woth logical snd desirable in order that the
board may have the stature and digmity which is ossentiel to the
accorplisbment of its objectives,

The relationship of the proposed board with other telecommauni-
cations agencies as exprossed in the iresident's Cowumicsations
Yolicy Doexd report sppears to be both lopical and sound.

It is believed that the coposition of the board as proposed
will provide tho orranizational flexibility esgsential to the mo-
conplighment of the board's mission in the broad field of telotcome
mmicatlions,

Very "t;x'u.ly yours,

N
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e Honorable Frederick J, Lawton 8y L b0 LN 3
Director, Bureau of the Budget
Washington, D, C.
Dear Mr, Lawton:
T wish to acknowledge receipt of the report of the President's
Communications Policy Board and submit my comments as you have requested. .
. . . Mca WJdgi
The need for a top-level telegommunlcatlons ageng;w1th B
pouers is clearly indicated if the four major problems presented by the
Board are to be resolved. The proposed solution is consisten£ with my
memorandum of 25 January 1951, relative to the Soviet preparation for
electromagnetic warfare, as—uell_as_uixh—émpiementgtion—cf-prujept—$ﬁeY.
The functions of the proposed Telecommunications Advisory Board
appear adequate as outlined and, properly implemgnted, should result in a
distinct improvement to the nétional telecommunications stfgqture.

. The location of the proposed board within the Executive Office of
the President is both logical and desirable in order that the board may
have the stature and dignity which islessential to the accomplishment of
its objectives. |

The relationship of the proposedbboard with other telecommunications
agencies as expressed in the P.C.P.B. report appears to be both logical
and sound. |

It is believed that the composition of the board as proposed will

L :

provide the organizatioﬁ:flexibility essential to the accomplishment of

the board's miscion in the broad field of telecommunications.
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