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To establish an overt propeganda position, based on
exlisting infarmetion, whieh is to bé taken at present ree
gerding the possible succession to Stelin, and in futurs
In the eventuslity of Stslin's desath,

EACK CRUURD:

The scope of this papor is limited to sstaklishment
of an interim position. Sufficient informetion does not
exist In organised form to serve ss bssis for e polioy
which would explolt this subject to the full extent of the
possiltiiities which 1t>conld offer. Pending scquisition eof
such information, guidance is limited to the opinions of
those who have intimate knowledgs of the Sovist systen and
the power position at its apex., Reeognition must be taken
of the inhiblting erfect of the leck of firm knowledge of
the attitudes of tnhe individuals invelved or of the power
mechanisms which they vontrol,

The ;bllowing dlscussion presents the vest avallable
1line of informed ressoning upon which a piopngsndu position

may bo based,
DISCUSSEON3
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DISCUSSIOR:

1. Yhere 18 no conclusive evidence that Stalln has
designated a successor. In spits of some consplcuous abe
aences from loscow for considerable periods in the yoers
singe the war, and in spite of rumors of ill heslth, there o
is 8180 no evidence that illness or age has reduced hig ..~
hold on the supreme powsr. Stelin 12 seventy-ome—yGirs
old, but his constitution is rugged snd the Gsorglen strain
i1s notably long-lived,

2. The neture of the Zoviet system, & personsl dlg=-
tatorship, dlaguised under verious wraps - party rule,
Soviet rule, rule of the proletariat, rule of the messes -
& personsl dietatorship without any "legitimete raling ..o 0/
family® or "legitimete helr,® mekes & constitution Eicces< >
sion extremely difficult. Zven in Lenin's day, before the
Party and the Soviets had been so completely drainsd of all
pelitical eontent snd powsr, it proved impossible to arrsnge
8 suseession by purely pesceful snd "normsl" weans, without
& struggle between potential Leirs.

S« Lenin got three solean wernings of desth, in the
form of pertisl cerebral paralytic strokes. Only sfter the
second dlid Lie begin to try to ereate a "legal™ succession
through his "political testement,.® Kegognizin, that de facto
his personsl suthority snd prestige had become exsessive, he
sought to reverse the prosess of parsonsl power by prepesing
& collective leadership efter his desth., HMis testament was o
knook for esch elose assocclste { to kesp him from bscoming per-
sonslly deminent) and a toost (to keep him frowx belog ol {m-
insted completely), HBut Stslin bagnn to gether the reins of
organizational power, "&isloyelly,® while Lenin was helplessly
paralyzed. Lenin tried to offset thias by & laste-ninute codieil
proposing the removal of Stalin from the key organisational
post of Jeneral Seeretary. 118 was not carrled ocut. A strug-
gls for suceession ensued, involving purges, expulsions, ul-
timate blood purges, and Stelin emerged as the absolute dice
tator in a sense that Lenin had not been., Lenin defeated his
party opponents in srgument, then tried to 8alvage thelr pers
sons end dignity. Stelin besairched his associates, msde them
blacken themselves, then killed them. Lenin possessed more
moral suthority, Stalin possesses more physicel power, The
extravagant cult of Lenin's person was distssteful to him snd
oppesed by him while he lived., It grew up only eround his
embelmed corpse. Stelin, on the other hend, exascts the oult
of his person, demsnds thet 1t besome ever more extravegsnt,
Eilliens involuntarily sdwmired lenin, 7The entire nation is
compelled to pay fantestie tribute to Stalin. The difference
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is enormous, Lenint's prestigze was unable to bind hie
assoclates end hie party sfter his death, The exacted,
humiliatingly exsggorated worship of Stalin 15 even less
likely tov bind his sssoclates and his psrty, mueh less
the mass of his victims and their relsatives,

4¢ The extravagsnce of the Stalin cult, inceressing-
1y the eult of sn omnipotent, omniscient, omnicompetent
living god, dwarfs the whole of Soviet soclety, the Perty
and the Pollitburo, iverything is presented 2s the work of
"Josif Stslin personelly”, exeept thic errors sm yesterday's
line, ‘These errcrs end sbandoned linea sre the work of
traltors srnd scspegosts, Thus every cther officilsl hes a
feeling of insecurity, even Politburc members: {ef. the
Politburo menbers who disappesred In the blood purges, snd,
more recently, ehief plenner Voznesensky, who not only hes
disappearsd dbutl now apparently hes never existed, has bee
eomé an "unporsen®)., No ona 1s seeure exvcept Insofar as
he enjoys the favor of Stalin personelly. ¥hen a san does
anjoy the poat of arony (the plebilan autograt's squivslent
of the old-time court favorite), he can continue on the sur-
face ma sn spperent big shot even though he be & saall
potato - exmuple, Molotov,

$. Stalin has killed all his suceessors, i.e., rll
the men of the first rank who were e¢ogvsl snd ecequsl 6880~
gintes of his in Lenints day.

6. He has surrounded himself only by secondery =men,
lieutenants, fection sgents, sycophents, cronles, andl yesg-
men. He has exeouted even oronies, for trivisl csuses, e.g.,
Yenukidze.

7« ESome of these, plven space snoush - one-aixth of
the eerth - snd time snough, beecome sble executors of his
will, just ss when he had killed off his sntire génersl
staff, new green offlicers, after three yesrs of retrest snd
ths surrsnder of thlrtye-nine eresa the size of France, be-
osxie sn able genersl steflf,

8+ But his life history shows thet he is Jealous,

envious, suspleious by nature, 4s soon e8 sny one sround
him begins to ahine, however dimly, by the 1i kit of his own
desds, Stelin removes hilm from the stage, shifts hix to a
minor post, sends him to the provinces, iLxemples, Zimkov
Timoshenke., #hen Zhdsnov seemed too populsr as the raau1£
of the defense of Leningred, Stalln unceremoriously removed
hin {rom Leningrad two dnys Lefore thet olty was to be dec-
orated for its herolsm., Thua he mskea 1t ever hsrder for
any one to grow bilg enough or asquire the prestige to i1l
‘hls shoes, or don the mantle of the apostoliec sueecesaion,

Approved For Release 20024%86#: CIA-EDP80-01065A0003000706§'831“ 1a no ‘

SECRE S



Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80-01065A0003000

T0P SECRET

There ia no suthority on anything, military sclence,
linguletics, genetios, music, "the transformetion of
nsture,” airp?anea, or anything else, except the grestest
snd most versstile senius of ell landa snd »ll times,
Josif Stalin,

wfo

: 9« A third of s century of Bolshevik dictatorship,
and s quarter of Stelinist dictatorship heve deatroyed all
the 1llusions thet Stelin end his group may have once had
A8 te the populsrity of their regime, Their reagtion nas
besn ever mors foree, continueus purge, mass cencentration
ssmps, and the extrsvagant Stalin eult, plus the eult of
hatred of all thst diminishes or echallenges it., iils regime
i1s consciously bssed on fesr snd force snd exsgted worship,
Un his desth, his sesoclstes will be torn bstween fear of
the masses, whieh will tend to forcs them to “heng togcther®
and fear of each other, since only one of them cen don tage
mentls of the suceession which is required by a reglzs of
perasonal sutooracy without legitimmey or legel heirs, 1Tne
mantle gan be esssumed by one person and only one. The othar
sgpirants will never thereafter be trusted ner long survive.

10, W%hen Stalin dles, the first sttempt of the Folite
bure will liksly be to establish the 1llusion - or perheps
the resllty - of = collective leadorship to fill the vacuus.

1l. But such & transformetion of the personal reglme,
sven Lenln could not enforce st hias death, in s more fully
orgenlized and mors vitally funetioning perty. flenes, st the
very moment they sre sdopting the mbove attitude, the men in
. the Pelltburo will be eysing emch other end meneuvering for
position. :

i®2, Ghe only men wio have a ghenee in thst ensuing
muted or open struz:le are those who sre in possession of
the resl power levers which constitute the resl organs of
government.,

Moleotov, if he 13 still alive end still in favor, whilch
is not unlikely piven his record for survival, will possibly
beceme pramier, but san not concelivably becoms the boss, le
is an irsemedirbly second-rater, and his sssccistes iknow it,
Stalin was bdoss when he had no state titles, and Holotov
ocould not becoms boss though he were loaded with all the
titles. e is as unfit as Kalinin for the role of boss,
lseking evan Kalinin's personsl popularity,

The real powsr posts and power levers sre three)

&) Control

Approved For Release ZOOZIOJQP CISM]BGSAOO%OOO?OOGSA

x‘/



Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : C|A-RDP80-01065A00@006,0P-‘8ECRE]7

' -5-
&) Control of the Seecret Police - at present Beria
b} Control of the Party #aghine - at present HMalenkov

¢} Control of the Aray, If the Army osn be rallled
around & single person, or 1f the offieers' corps
will close its ranks sufficlently to emergs ®ith a
militery candidate, At present nobody, yet, de-
spits Stalin's careful watching o the Army, not
an imposalbility.

' 13. 7Tnere ere sirong ressons why a foralgn government
should net give any support to any of these tures candidstes
who emerge becmuss they ere in control of and therefore syme
bolize three huge instruments of oppression, Inaside the
party hisrerchy, spparent support would be the kise of death
for anyoné on whom it could be pinned., Jutside tas rarty
hierarchy, saon; the rank and file end the nAsses, we would
dlsgrage ourselves by siding with these hsted men and hated
machinea, symbols of tyrsnny. Lven worse, end deservedly so,
would be the compromise of our reputstion in the ranks of op=
pressed natlonalitlcs, the millions in concentrstion caups,
and thelr relstlves and friends, snc all the populstions of
the reative subject satellite countries. If the mesacs
thought thet we were supporting somebody for "good reasen”
that would srcuse fslse hopes Iin the mesaes - our one depend-
able ally. In the prrty hiserarchy, ths one we supportsd would
have to become most vielently entieAmerican snd most ardently
warlike to prove thet we were "slendering™ bim. uven at
Lenin's death, one of the mothods of sttacking s csndidate for
" the succession was to imply thet he wss & foreign agent or un-
sonsclously expresscd foreign intorests.

14, Protocol wo:1d normslly regulre our expressing,
however, coldly, condolances at the death of the hesd of a
state, But In thls csae there 1s too much st stake, and proto-
cel should be quietly but openly ignored. Josif Stelin has
bean sin snemy of his own people {they srs his chief viotins,
day after day, In an unending psychologzical wer, speedup, ab-
stinence, driving Ilnto war on thelr neighbors, unending purce,
congentration esmp, setiing of esch szainst all), He has been
an enemy of all neighboring peoples, personslly directing the
purges of thelr leaders. 'e hes been the snemy of pescs, main-
talning the world in a state of unending pertial (cold, some-
times not so cold) war., Our president cen not openly rejoice.
Sut 1t would be a grievous offenss sgsinst the fealin;ys eand the
eonsclienge of mankind 1f he should hypoeritieally expreas sor-
row, his own personal sorcow, or sorrew on behalf of our people,
er the Russisn people, or Soviet end nelghboring reoples, or the
world., Our ailsnee would be noted, md would contribute to the
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feeling that the rogime 1s hated and should not be continued,
If we are friends of the Russian people, we ¢an not simultan-
eously grieve st the desth of thelr greatsat oppressor, and
one of the greateat tyrants in their entire history.

15 The three powsr levers enumerated above are not
mechanical Instruments but astual organizations involving eaeh
of them hundreds of thousanda, even milliions of men, And with
familles and friunds, yot more millions, Such power lovers
cen not be moved bahind the scenes, silently end surreptitious~
ly. whoever apreals to the Party ¥aghine must appesl to some
traditions, some program, somsthing in the past and present
and something proposed for the future. vhosver sppeals to the
Army, likewise, And to the fesret Pollics, likewlse, "This
woild be even more the cess inscfar =8 eech candidate would
have to sppesl to broesder nmumbers, the entire perty, the trade
unions, the workers, the pessants, the astionelities, the
masses, Thus the vents of public life, which have been plugged
up with coneretu, will be unstopped. After thei, anything can
happen.

18, 1If we hsve not mede eny oardinal miatake such as
thet of alivnating the victims by backing one of their zullty
oppressora, or by expressing regret st the passing of the
shief tyrant, wo ean soon bezin to play e constructlve role
in the encourageament of these who sre once more called into
public sctlon., But to do this we must have ssted previously
net ss conspirators backing one saspirant to tyremmy s.ainst
another, btut we must have acted as democrsts who balievs in
the right of the people to control their own dsstinies, 4And
we must have scted as friends of the Soviet peoples azalnst
the men In the Kremlin,

17. Tisre ia & bilg difference between tle Lenin sult
and the Stalin cult which will redound to our advantsgs, -
vided we do not fall into the trasp of protosol "sympatihy.
Lenin opposed the cult of his person snd found 1t distasteful,
There wss no Leningrad until efter he died, nor any sutomobile
nened after him. The sdbirstion for hix at his death was mueh
wider than the party, a:d & spontsneocus nsss phencmenon, Stalin
hess exscted the oult of his person., %he first incsnse was burned
to hiz on his birthday in 1920 (when Lenin was still slive, and
himself rejecting such incensel). 5ut the cult becamme a larger
and lsrger instrument of state after Stalin herded the peasants
into the astate collctives, bound the workers to their Jjobs, mmd
killed the leaders of the party, state, and army. The bloodler
his deeds, the more he compelled his viectims to prelse his
nsuse A typlesl example im his exscution of the geneticlat,

1
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Vavilov, and thsn the exsction from hie brother of & le tter
praising "the personal care You give to seviet selentlsts,"®
This phenomenon is multiplied by tens of millions, singe
every one who has a son, or fsther, or friend, or Intluste,
in a conecentrstion canp is obliged, daily, to praise thne
nsme of Stalin. Just es the oult of the "rittle Fathor Tsap"
proved artificlel after ths Tsars troops fied on & pesceaful
progcession on Bloody Sunday, 1905, sc the oult of Stells bee
ceme odious after the bloed puryes and concentrstion CRLDE =
hated on & scale on whieh no Tssr wes cvor hetied, Thsrefore,
evan 1f Stallin should finally come to Gelileve in his own
desth and try to prepers s succession, it 1s doubtful if he
could swing shet tho more populer ané more widely loved lLenin
eo1ld not scomplish in a time thet wes erusl and Lloody
enough, but mlld in comperison with the tlood-purge, police
and eoncentrstion cemp, snd forced-praise regime that suge
seaded, ' '

CORCLUSINE,

The reasoning sbove suggeste the follow ing propeganda
positions

le For the present, references in general torms to the
reality of the struggle for power, but avoldance of (a) singling
out specific individusls as participants in or victims of this
Btrucgle unleas the facts sre ébnalutoly established, mnd
(b) any hint that we faver any indivioual, clique, or power
Instrument,

£e ''he moat Important step we cén take on the day 1t
is known thst Stelin is desd is that of vielating proiccol
&nd remeining ostentatiocusly silent, »5ecause this 1s &n un-
usual soct it will heve great resonsnce and will be interpreted
&8 cncouragomeni to Jdemooratie forces and ebsence of rogret at
the pessing of & tyrsat, it would be highly deslirable to get

agreement
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agreament with the other governmente of the free world to

afe

do the seme,

Se The Voles of fmerica can then step up the inten-
8lty of the broadcasts 1t lina been meking ageinst the
Stalin repime, areinst Stalinist sgoressive imperialisn,
and sgalnst the 3talinist intornal reasction and counture
revolution, Perts of our Nirective which are at present
regarded as premature, will then be, or will rapldly becons
ripe for Implementation, mr firat shearp tou:enta c¢en come
in the guise of simple reporting of newapapsr edltorisls on
Stalin's sinister significencs In the 1ifs of his peorla,
his party, sné his psriod,

4s Gsven before & Jovernmental Azeney such as the
Voloe cen saysnything, such organizations as the FREER
RUSSIARS IR EXILE, with snormously lnareased help and fegile
itiesg, and our obvious if carefully cestralned sywpathy and
auppért, can begin appeals to aut.sn end to Stalin's eliqus of
lleutsnants and to establish a free damaeratia Russia. Only
demoeratic Russiens can be uszed for this purpose lest we be
maneuvered inte the sappoarsnge of supporti: i 8 restoration
of the Honarchy or a new perasonal didetor snd totelitarian
state, {(In this connection, ths only salutery and c¢onstruce
tive rumors thst we can ciroul:te are those of defections of
parts of the elite to the cause of s free snd dumooratic

Rusals,
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Russia. We c¢an not support or give people the 1dsa that

we mey support a ¥alenkov azainst a Reria any more than

8 iiimmler agalnst a Goeringle

Pi1dBPsagp
21 iay 1u8l
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