: .:,;.fWa.shington, May 11—We are -

*‘now committed as a nation to seek-

‘ing an end to the Victnam war by
‘halting the flow of supplies to

‘North Vietnam from Soviet Russia
snd Red China. Whatever the risks
4in ‘this enterprise, the American
people must accept them, for the
gamble has been taken by an ad-
ministration they elected and - en-
.trusted their security to.
It follows that on this one issuc, now
“that it has been joined, there is no, prull-
ing back. We have a fait _acc:omplz. The
‘harbors have live mines. What responses
come from Peking and Moscow must be
“based on the fact that the deed is done.
i Qo it is futile to raise voices, cither
in protest or in support, for there are
“going’ to be no changes made in this
Nixon effort “to end the war” in t_h]s
fashion. Having said that, in connection
with the all-out naval and air attion to
-deprive Hanol of military )
there are two aspeets of Nixen Vietnam
" policy, both tangential to the decizion to
- expand the war, that cannot come under
the national unity, motif no matter how
niuch the administration tries {o include
them.
. What is past is prologue. Aud there
“§s no question, despite Nixon's obluse
evasivencss on the issue, that Viet-
- pamization as hé had planndd it failed
. significantly to come up to expeclations.
¥f it had the South Vietnamese would
have been able “to hack ity” as_ Gen.
. Abrams put it, and beaten oif North
. Vielnamese ground onslaughts, .
And neither is there any. question,
I despite the fuzzy denial by Defense
Secretary Laird, that our intelligence
" apparatus . misread all s;gnals from
» North Vietnam. The offcnsive power of
Hanoi was totally underestimated, in-
" cluding its- tank, artillery and antiair-
eraft. strength. . .
Nixon's Offer fo Hanoi -

Sute, this is all. waler over the dam,
. but it is relevant. Had the Communist
. jnvasion been checked, there obviously
would have bcen mo nccessity for the
U.5. to carry the war by sea and air
to the north, with the attendant .risk
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to Nixon'’s Aegoneration  of peace”
gostures to Peking and Moscow.
' "But there is another tangential as-
- pect to the carrying of the war to North
Vietnam that is far more pertinent and
n more perplexing.
eveThis c(?ncé)ms “ih, that

Nixon pplfoll

carrot”

- anti-invasion

supplies,
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night announcement of: his’ harbor min-
ing and rail interdiction decision, e of-
fered a “ceaseflire throughout Indochina”
to accompany American military disen-
gagement from the war on release of
American PWs. .

This ceasefire proposal was sup-
posed to be a most generous offer. But
to this date, its terms have been shroud-
ed in deliberate ambiguity. Clearly it
was unacceptable to Ianoi if it required
the withdrawal of all North Vielnamese
troops from South Vietnam. For that
reason thcre have been hints here that
the offer could be a ceasefire based on

‘the present ground positions of the bulk -

of the invading forces. :
What goes on in this juggling of

semaniics is almost beyond comprehen-

sion. But something is in the wind and

it definitely does not jibe with the tough™’
delivered by -
Nixon and Laird among others previ- -

language

ously. :

Any negotiations with Hanol were

supposed to be out until North Vietnam
withdrew all the forces that launched
the “massive invasion”
across the demilitarized zone.

Currency for a Rumor

A ceasefire leaving the Ianoi Reds
in strategic positions they now hold
within South Vietnam could scarcely

contribute to the cause of an honorable -
peace as envisioned by Nixon. Yet for .

some unfathomable reason the adminis-
tration—including presidential adviser
Henry Kissinger——have allowed this pos-
sibility-to be bandied abont by de-empha-
sizing as a must the withdrawal of all

_ Communist troops from South Vietnam.

We bring up -these points of contro-

‘versy because they involve issues of

policy separate from the military effort
to halt the flow of war materiel into-
North Vietnam. There is a strained
effort in the administration to silence

critics of these aspects as well as crities

of the- expanded U.S. air and nava
involvement, -

Bragged of Vieftnamization

We have, for example, Treasury
Sceretary. Connally accusing  Senate
Democrats of “placing parlisan politics
above the interests of this nation.” And
Defense Scerctary Laird saying, “This
is no time for quitters or for a lot of
talk about instant surrender.”’ e said

he was convineced the American people
“gupport Gen. Abrams and our men

! . ur
" opposing Communist aggression.”

Abrams is the general who time aqd
again, with an echo from Nixon, sal
Vietnamization was a success and ﬁ ¢
troops of South Vietnam were capa le,
on the ground, of keeping their country
safe from Red aggression.
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Nixon’s 1968 pledge to end the war, for
he “had a plan” that would do just that
nor the horrific mess in our intelligence
setup, including the CIA with its ignor-
ance of the vast Soviet-supplicd, arsenal
of offensive weapons available for the -
invasion. .
Whether this war will be won, lost
or compromised is still up in the air de-
spite all the flamboyant rhetoric. Which -
way it is going 1o go for the next few
months will not depend on how bellicose
the Soviet statements are to the U.S.
crackdown on Red shipping, but on what
the North Vielnam, invading divisions
do before Iue, An Loc and Kontum. .-

%ssue' in itself cannot be delin}i~
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