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A War of Nerves
Florry of Conferences Indicates
i+ Becision Imminent on Peace

. -

By Murrey Marder

: Washington Post Stal{ Writer

President” Nixon appeared to be on the verge of a the release of [American]

decision yesterday in what one diplomatic source described  FOVVS: Il exchange for ena-

cision yesterday i what one diplomatic s ce desen Ing the bombing and mining

as “‘a war of nerves” between Washington and Saigon over of the north, for U.S. {roap

a cease-fire settlement of the Vietnamese war. ;"’th[‘}'é’“""l .f"‘t’d for an end

. . . : o Us. ‘military and cco-

A :c,e]fos of h)g,v}} level cc»z}fglcn,c_es on Vl‘emgm is under nomic aid fo the south”

‘way inside the Nixon administration, White House press

-seeretary Ronald L. Zieglor reported yesterday. This pat-

and " Concord to supervide
elections for a new govern:
ment in South Vietnam, ..

By withholding agreement
to the ceasedfire, Thieu could
impair the whole package.
On Thursday in Paris, North
Vietnam’s  spokesman  saide
the Saigon regime must sign’
that accord. .

The United States and;
South Vietnam, thereforey
each appears fo have thel
capacity to block the other’s:
intentions, unless one or toe.
other breaks the stalmate®
by a new move, This is the -
decision that is awaited frony:
the White llouse.’ SR

.

A

This possibility of a total
culoff1 of U.8. aid, Thicu,
R o SR conceded, 3s  the major
tern is oitc.n the preiude to a major pmmdenpd d.ecmon, danger that signing a chp-
although Ziegler forecast no.announcement. Ile said there arate U.8.-North Victnamoese
s “no plan ., . at this time” for President Nixon {o speak Boods settlement holds for
on Vietnam before Christmas, . osuati:] \vf\lcltl?am
Kissinger conlerred with the President for the fourtly “If we, the Republie of
time yesterday since Kissinger's return Wednesday from Vietnam, ;‘;d not accept an
~hig Paris negotiations ;vith Le 1?Lic Tho, who also left Paris Eig(;sft’}l'{,gt‘;?:g;égg tqucl)gl‘;,s
.yesterday saying that he and Kissinger agreed not to make ‘to stay in the sounth; in ad-
‘any statement on the negotiations. fition to the  points the
- . That Kissinger-Tho agreement would indicate thai any ‘mi]{,lu;ﬁc Sé;};imml;g ‘f;:,}(\;
- public comment aboul the state of tie prolonged negotia- at ’lcrast demand ‘t‘hat the
" tions belween Washingtqn and J-I{:xloi on taking the United y.g, government end jts
States out-of the war will be limited. : military and economic aid
The critical issue at this stage is South Vietnam's strong 1o the epublic of Vietnam.”
abjection to the nine-point package negotiated between the!  South Vietnam “must son?,
*-United States and North Vielnam. or allernatively, the tinue to fight for its indew
Jpossibility of a’separate peace setilement between Wash-. pendenee, JIreedom, survival
ington and Hanoi, over the head of South Victnamese 2and peace,” said Thiew. “Tiyer
President Nguyeu Van Thieu. ¥
In addition to Kissinger's’
meetings with the President,
Ziegler said, Kissinger talk-
..ed Thursday with Secretary
of State William P. Rogers
and Adm. Thomas IL Moorer.
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
«fStaflf. Kissinger had break-
fast vesterday with Defense
Secretary Melvin R, Laird
and later scheduled mectings
with. Vice 'President Spire
T Agnew and with Nichard
Melms, director of the Cen
fral Intelligence Agency.
"“The purpose of these
meetings,” Ziegler said, “is
for consultations on  the
negoliations,” g ‘
Kissinger, it appeared, was
canvassing senior officials
on the course that President
Nixon will take in dealing
with the Saigon govern-
ment’s  opposition to the
proposed war settlement. )
. There was speeulation in
Paris and Saigon vesterday
that the -United States now
may seck,. or threaten 1o
seck, a separate peace setile-
ment with North Vietnam,

“Chag
s

cept

©new

]

would e 2o exireurery
Glleub ciinive for President
Nizop o awke, many diple
mats noted. To do so would
jettison the Nixon admin-

istration’s plans for a con-

siderable post-cease-fire role
in South Vietnam, and re-
kindle dispute about the
massive  Aimerican investe
ment in the war.

President Thieu discussed
that possibility -himselt in

addressing ihe South Viet.,

namese National Assembly
on Tuesday.

Thicu said “only three
things can happen” South
Vietnam either could ac-
or mnot accept
what Thieu called “this un-
favorable solution” proposed
in the nine-point plan made
public in summary form.on
Oct. 26, and reexplored by
Kissinger and Tho in their
negotiations . between
Nov. 20 and Dee, 6.

Third, the United States
could come under pressure,
said  Thicu, “forcing the
U.S. government to unilater-
ally sign an agreement on

RVN does not hestitate fo,

continue the struggle,” Rig,
said, “but it needs assistanco:

to fight alone, because thig
s the only way it can save

itself.” v
Having posed the dilemmd,

‘of adversc choices for. the

Saigon regime, Thieu avolds
ed stating which road- it
would take. Instead, Wi
counter-proposed an experis
mental ceasefire starting ak
Christmas with an exchangg
of prisoners and divect talkg
between Saigon and tha
Communist parties. The
White House on Thursday
explicitly spurned that forjni
ula, e

Thieu, in turn, holds' thd
card for blocking, or at least,
seriously impeding, the inters
nationally supervised sland;
still - cease-fire in the U.8:

North Vietnamese seitlos
ment plan. : e

That cease-fire is the starf-
ing point for a total Vs
{roop withdrawal from South
Vietnam in 60 days, the re:
lease of Amcrican prisoners
of war, and the creminn of
a . threesegment  Notjopal

Council of Reconciiiation-
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Rem noving |

posed Iast summer to Soviet Ambassa-
dor Anatolly Dobrynin that he make

‘himself available ag a replacement for. -

Sen. Thomas Xagleton on the Demo-
cratic ticket. “Mr. Dobrymin,” he said
in mock seriousness, “you would not
be fooled by briefings from the De-
{fense Department about the strength
of U.S. weapons. You would know.,”

. I'would not argue—cven in the same
"vein—that Richard Helins, whom Alr,
Nixon recently deposcd as director
of {he Central Intelligence Agency,
knows ‘more about Soviet weapons

- than leaders in the Kremlin, But itis a

. demonstrable fact that he knows moro.
" about them than the Defense Depart-
.ment does, Helms was right, a couple
of years ago, when the question of
whether or not to build an ABM sys-

. tem was-being argued in the Senate—

and Melvin Laird, and his vesearch
" chief, John Foster, were wrong.

Laird told the President that the So-
_viets were going for a first-strike capa-
Inllty with “the development of the
huge SSUs. Ie predicted they would
build them at the rate of 50 or G0 a
year. By 1074, he suggested, the Soviet
Union, possesscd of 500 S$S-Us, would
be readyto call the tunc.

I WAS A FRIGHTENING predlc-
tion but it happened—perhaps by coin.
|c1dence~—to come at the time when;
President Nison was {rying 1o cone
vince the U.S. Senate to embark upon
‘an ABA system, Laird’s predictions fige’
: ted neatly with the arguments Mr, Nix«
on’s men were making on Capitol il
No doubt, the President was pleased to
have them. :

In {his confext, the word {rom
‘Helms cannot have been pleasing.
Helms said the Soviet Union was not
going for a first strilke; it would not
build £8-9s.at the rate of 50 or 60 per
“year; it would not reach the level of
500,

As it turned out, Helins was right and
“Laird and Foster were wrong. The So-

- yiet Union built 34 more $5-0s and then .
stopped at 318; the balance of terror”

preserves the peace; nothing suggests
that it can be disrupted by 1974

" I HAVE SINCE thought {hat Helnis
displascd courage in sticking io his

view i the face of formidable opposi-
tion and his superior's obvious predis

Helms I

Had to B@ a ‘Perso

THIS CI‘I‘Y’S BES’I‘ wisecracker pro-.

*

r@m the CTA
wal D@@‘%Mﬂi

B gy

oo lle lawws niore
about Soviet weapons
than the Defense _
Pepartment does,”” . sx

[14

g

chief of CIA and more disturbed when'
I consider the IJOS‘:lble reasons fox his'—'
dismissal.

. Perhaps an admicsion i‘or the lccom*
5110111(1 be entered at this point: I-
served for some years 4s an associate'
of Helms' in the agency. I learned to
respeet his quiet pragmatism, to ads
mire his ability and his human decency,

“and to stand in absolute awe of his un«

canny ability to avold having anything:
to 'do with those programs of the cra:
which in . retrospect should clearly
Lave ‘been handled by the army, the
navy or Ringling Brothers Circus, )

Nevertheless, I find mysclf hoping
that Mr. Nixon doesn’t like Helms at
all. For it is ecasier {o live with {his
thought than with the suspicion that
Alr. Nixon doesn't like the intelligence
which Ilelms has been giving bim.
Consider, Tor example, the foilowing:

e That thousands of Norih Vietname
ese agents hold-jobs inthe South Viet-.
namese government,” .

¢ That the Cambodian inv aszon Wln:"

"ot halt infiltration. e

o That the cnemy hcadqua;tet,s o’
COSVN is not where the Department -
of Defense thinks itis. .

o That the South \'1etnamese almy.
m]l not perform well in Laos, :

e That the bombing will not cause:
Norih Vietnam to sue for peace. o

¢ That mining Haiphong llarbor wﬂl .
not cut off supplies.

These cannot have been wolcome

_views at the White House, But the im.

portant thing is that they were aceu-

"rate views, 5o I hope the decision to

dismiss Helms was not ideological: The’
CIA is one of the places in government-

. which ought not to he asked to come:

up with something better. e
' ©1972, Los Angeles Timés = i

. lection for it. So I was distur bed when. .

I learned Hclms was {0 be dlSmlSSCd as.
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