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By DONALD KIRK
Ktar Staff Writer
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PIHINOM PENII, . Cambodia —,

\/ The American Central Intelligence |
- -Agency could not claim the credit -

—
!

NE

for overthrowing Prince Norodom !
Sthanouk as Cambodian chief of
state even if it wanled for some .
_reason to publicize its role here.

All the ingredients exist in this{ .

pleasant, intrigue-filled capital, only ’
80 miles from the South Vietnamese ,
border, for high-level international |
spy drama, but no one here has .
found a shred of evidence to indi-
cate the CIA was even remolely
-involved in Sihanouk’s downfall.

The truth of the CIA’s non-role in ;
Cambodian politics strains credibil-
‘ity, particularly in view of Sihan- -

.ouk’s hostility to America’s rolein .

Vietnam and the desire of Ameri- ,
can military leaders and diplomats

for Cambodian cooperation in fight- .
‘ing the Vietnamese Communists’ .

based in “sanctuaries” along the ;
-frontier.

1

:
s

' Yet the American presence in’ ~ Communists from frontier base -

lCambodia, when Sihanouk was -

'overthrown on March 18, was limit-
‘ed officially to only two diplomats
and a small embassy staff, No-
‘American busincssmen lived bere,

I~ American ncwsmen visited the

} country only rarely, and then usual-

= ly on tourist visas, and no Ameri-
! can military advisers, AID officials
or Information officers had been

’
Kl
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‘American presence here before s1-
hanouk’s downfall does mot of
course exclude the possiblility that
CIA-hired operatives could some-

how have enginecred the movement

against him.

The anti-Sihanouk drive among
intellectuals politicians and cabinet
' ministers was so overwhelming,
however, as to contradict any im-

pression it might have been the .
result of a plot among a limited
circle of American-paid operatives.

The pressure against Sihanouk, :
mounting almost unnoticed for the '
past two or three years, already
“had become apparent to analysts
here when the prince appointed his .
* conservative military commander,
Gen. Lon Nol, as prime minister in
" Aupust, :

The reason for discontent,
sides Sihanouk's reluctance to at-
tempt to drive the Vietnamese

areas; was his failure to cope with
mounting economic problems, ;
The national assembly in Decem-
ber approved a bill undoing his
Socialist economic policies. .
Sihanouk clashed openly ~with’
Prince Sisowath Sirik Matak, the |
first deputy prime minister, whom .

he accused of attempting to “yne

I here since Sihanouk cxpelied them . dermine’ Lon Nol.

: all in 1953 and 1964.

Sihanouk’s accusation against

The CIA may well hire operatives Sirik Matak, a member of a rival

w from among the sizable French pranch of the royal family, epito-

s community or among Cambodians,
but the agency’s activities in all
other countries in Southeast Asia
i‘ seem to depend basically on the
- existence of large American em-

bassies and aid missions. '

- r

IRy

countries holds the title of “special
assistant to the ambassador,” and
members of his staff serve as em-
bassy '‘political officers,’” Ameri-

In neighboring Thailand, for in-
stance, the CIA assigns agents un-
der the auspices of the AID mis-
sion's public safety program, osten-
sibly an effort aimed solely at
building up the Thai national police
force. In South Vietnam, CIA
agents in the ficld often advise the
Phoeniix program, the South Viet-
_ namese government's American~
. inspired intelligence gatbering
.. opcratlon,

.. The slmost comblete lack of an

Ly me

ABBroved For Relgastiz Rl . b ol

The CIA “station chicf” in most not directly oppose the prince, was

can AID officials and the like, ‘!

’

isters and

-hostility among a handful of depu- * his magazines,

mized the manner in which he was
accustomed to playing his minis-
ters against each other in order to
maintain his own position.

And yet Lon Nol, although he did '

aiready known to have allied with -
Sirik Matak, the prime mover be- !
hind the opposition to Sihanouk's
economic outlook. .
Sihanouk was also confronted by
increasingly vocal, though subtle, '

i

ties who persisted in posing embar- ¥
rasing questions about the influence .
of his wife, Priricess Monique, and !
his in-laws and personal friends, ;
He attempted to cut down the !
influence of some of these depulies
by police Investigations of their ac- !
tivities, but he was always afraid of |
the reaction he might provoke by l
arresting them or attempting to ex-
pel them {rom the assombly. t

assemblymean

.
J

rebellious deputies, “bul ht.hm

‘Sihanou |
Blame It on CIA;

be-"

STATINTL

threats and intimidation. He wa
strong enough to keep anyone fro
urging him to resign.”

One of the strangest ironles of th
drama of Sihanouk’s decline an

itant campaign against indigenou
Cambodian Communhists, who wer
supported by the North Vietnames
and Viet Cong troops.

1 said-he must have the proof,”
said Rasy, “but he said he had the
right to suspend the constitution it . .o
ho wished_and Jal these- pesple: STATINTL.

The reason Sihanouk’s ant- _ . S
communist critics objected to the‘ R
manner in which he fought the y
Cambodian Communists was their
fear he might employ the same
tactics against them. L

Sihanouk’s opponénts were afraid *
he might finally suspend the con-;
gtitution entirely and turn the:
country into a complete dictator-;

ahip. ". ',-4' ' .

In their campaipn .against the. et
prince, however, none of Sihanouk's. " ..
opponents seemed particularly .
aware of the consequénces in terms -
of the United States, mucli less the -
Central Intelligence Agency. Most - o
of them, including Lon Nol,donot - - - -

speak English, do not seek out the

_company of Americans and do not

scem attuned to “American influ-'

ence” in general, ‘ :
The main Western influence on

Cambodia is France, which ruled

" the country until Sihanouk himself,

led a bloodless campaign for inde-’
Eendence after World War II. Si-
anouk, after obtaining complete

" jndependence in 1953, developed-

close ties with France and permit-

| ted French business interests tore-. . s

main here. . .

The French also maintain a mil-
jtary advisory mission as well as’
advisers in all the ministries.;
Frenchmen helped Sihanouk write,
his speeches apd edited some of

One difference between Sihanouk! -
and his opponents was that most,
of them did not share his anti
athy to the U, 8. Military offi-;
cers, although they fladly accepted ;
Chinese and Russlan arms and-
equipment, did not think he should ;
have expelled the Armerican Mili-.
tary Assistanco and Advisory.
Group in 1063, . . ;

Cambodian ofticers in parucdlar';. :

£13:%20001-6
American eifort, i the opinion of
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~,Cambodia Rally Promotes a

"By a Star Staff Wrlter

. PHNOM PEHN—The Cambo-
dian government appears on the
verge of proclaiming a republic
after 2,000 years of monarchical
rule.

- * Prime Minister Lon Nol yes-
terday revealed the govern-
ment's basic plans before some
60,000 persons massed in the
Sports Palace for a vast pageant

_entitled “The Will of the People

“to Abolish the Monarchy.”

“In the name of the chief of
state, of the two chambers and
of the Government of Salvation
and of the Committee of Nation-
al Salvatlon,” said Gen. Nol,
“We envision by all legal means
the establishment of the republi-

.can regime.”

Lon Nol's words indicated that

‘the government, before pro-
claiming a republic, would re-
vise the constitution and then:
Jpresent it for approval by the
.assembly, which voted unani-
mously on March 18 to depose
Prince Norodom Sihanouk as
|chief of state, -

‘Demand for Change

.~ The general's remarks cli-
maxed a week of government-
inspired editorials and “popular
demands” for changing from a
monarchy to a republic.

. The pageant yesterday drama-
tized the reasons for the change
by portraying recent Cambodian
monarchs as traitors who sold
their lands to the Vietnamese.
“Vive la Republique,” shouted

claim a republic wiffiout first
presenting the idca for approval
by all branches of government.

Lon Nol has carefully pre-
pared for change, however, or-
dering the dissolution of the
symbols of monarchy ranging
from the Council of the Throne
to the use of the word “royal” in
the names of government corpo-
rations.

His concern with legality re-
lates to the government’s second
main concern - the popular ef-
fect of reversing tradition that

|pervaded all phases of national

life until less than a month ago,

‘Comments’ Published

Lon Nol has attempted to in-
volve the entire Cambodian pub-
lic in the government’s anti-
‘monarchical campaign by invit-
ing “comments” and “expres-
sions of opinion” and then publi-
cizing them via the government
!qews agency, radio and televi-
sion. .

The turnout of students at the
sports stadium indicated the in-
fluence of the government in the
capital, but it was still far from
clear how the rural population
weuld respond. : ’

Sihanouk was famed for his
popularity among the peasants,
who often distrusted lesser offi-
cials and politicians.

Student actors yesterday fol-
lowed a pattern set by Sihanouk
himself in attempting to popu-
larize gover nm e nt policles
through political dramas attuned,

ithe audience, mostly students, ;to basic national themes.

.at the end of the presentation.|
The students carried banners
calling for formation of a repub-
lic and demanding the expulsion
of Viet Cong troops from the
country.

Behind the shouting and the
sloganeering, the spectacle re-
vealed the government’s two ba-
sic concerns as it moves swiftly
to complete the anti-
monarchical campaign triggered
by Sihanouk’s downfall.

The first concern, according to
government sources here, focus-
es on the legality of the change.
Officials are highly sensitive to
criticism that they do not have
the right under the constitution
to_alter the basic form of rule,

For this reason, Lon Nol has
resisted demands that he pro-

Approved Fo

The only difference was that
Sihanouk's presentations had!
pictured the ‘“American imperi-
alists’" and the South Vietnam-
ese government ag the villains
while yesterday’'sspectacle
blamed - Sihanouk and the North
Vietnamese for the country’s
problems, i

“These Victnameseutilize
Communist ideology or humani-
tarian activities to camouflage

an announcer while girls in Viet-
rnamese dress were portrayed as
‘seducing a Cambodian king,
, *“Always conscious of their su-
‘periority in numbers and arma-
,ment the Vietnamese attack the
:Cambodians in order to reduce
their ferritory and their
wealth,” the announcer went on.
The pageant emphasized the
weakening and dismemberment
of the ancient Cambodian em-
plre under Inter kings and
princes including Sihanouk,

their expansionist aims,” said|

£

Slhano‘uk'g -role was also.de-|.

nouned In pamphicts cascaded
from low-flying airplanes as the
students marched into the stadi-
um before the pageant began.

Cartoons on the pamphlets
showed Sihanouk inviting North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong|
troops into Cambodian territory.

The pageant dramatized Cam-
bodia’s shifting foreign policy by
ridiculing Sihanouk’s distrust of
the United States, whose aid pro-
grams he rejected in 1963 and
1964. . '

“The Cambodian right-wing is
sold to the Americans and CIA,”
said an overfed student cast in
the role of Sihanouk.

“Drive the invaders out of
Cambodia,” replied a row of stu--
dents playing the ‘“‘Cambodian
people.” :

The “people” then turned on
“Viet Cong soliders” wearing

conical Vietnamese straw hats -

camouflaged by leaves.

The entire pageant reflected
the country’s traditional antipa-.
thy toward the Vietnamese,
whose armies have frequently
overrun Cambodian territory.
The pageant did not, however,.
criticize the Saigon govemmgnH
with which Sihanouk broke ¢

relations in 1063, - . " S I
. PPN . . Ll

Republic

\/‘.

~Retease 2000108116 CIA-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6

e

e



O

ﬁ:noxvrmp- rd'\{ga.For

NEWS--SENTINE

;
] E - 107,137
- APR ¢ 1970

Release 2000/08/16 :

Cabtain Says

‘t, L

\‘Safety First,’
i

LM |
viysiery
) By IAN BRODIE
London Express Stof! Reporter

~ KOMPONG SOM (formerly Si-
hanoukville), Cambodia, April 8
P\—The captain of the hijacked
American mapalm ' ship ex-
 plained the mystery Tuesday:
1 yHow did . two gunmen keep &
Lhold. ovet:.a.ierew of 13 for four

. Columbia Fagle
Explained |

‘Icould ' devise to recapture the

days without somcone making a
bid to overpower them?

Capt. Donald Swann, at last
back on his ship after three
weeks in detention and getting
ready to sail, said:“Most of the
men came to me individually
and told me they were with me
100 per cent and any plan 1

vefsel they were with me 100
per cent no matter what it en-
tailed,

“gut I figured that Cambodia
being a neutral government, it

" Approved For Release 2000/08/16 :

i| guarding the

was better to try to get in there

SIAIINIL

CIA-RDP80-0160

route for Thailand to be dropped:
over Vietnam. But the United|
ates Government bas agreed
ot to send the vesselto Thai-
land or Vietnam “‘to protect
Cambodian neutrality.”

away and raised the alarm-
Morgan, & thickset fellow
from California, also impressed
me when Tass man Artur Blinow
entered one of the holds to in-
spect the napalm bombs. The
new regime in Cambodia had in-
vited Western and Communist] So for the time being the anti-
journalists_aboard the ship, the|war hijackers have got what
Columbia Eagle, to spike once| they wanted—political asylum
and for all the rumor that the|apd the bombs taken out of cir-

cargo was small arms suppli?d 'C)u)ﬁ;ﬁon, .
by the CIA: epns M Capt. Swann, 50, from Port-
Blinov looked scornfully atthe(land, Ore., tall and heavily
bombs and*seid:, “they're all|built, talked frankly about the
empty.” . . 7 = |nightmare that began when
“No, no) Morgan said|McKay marched into his cabin
beside the bridge. and stuck a

'and to keep everything intact,
'the ship, the cargo—and the
crew naturally came first.”

“They're. full of. happy little
Czechoslovaks.” - gun in his belt.

Chief Mate Herrick Morgan
had a go at overpowering the
hijackers. At night he crept up:
with a wrench on hijacker Clyde
McKay who was guarding the:
starboard wing of the bridge.
But Alvin Glatowskl, who was,
port,- spotted him
when: he. was less

e NiA madsian

’

aad

Jan navy
weeks of negotiations it tqok to
. . . i get the ship released. He {finally
T AR got up steam after a formal han-
I B Gover Wednesday and took the
23-year-old Columbia Eagle to
L, N .

L
A

2 Ii_;__l‘ggt“thgmmbs had been enl Swann was held at a Cambodi-

CIA-RDP80-01601 R000400220001-6
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O | Sihanouk Might
“Have Won it

-

Hed R'éturned.f

* home from France when'

.

i

i
g
t

)

i . brushes with rivals.

-

BY JACK FOISIE

. Times Stalf Writer

PHNOM PENH, Cambo-
‘dia — Even Cambodians
who distrusted and feared
_Prince Norodom Sihanouk
believe he might satill be.
-the nation's leader had he
made a dramalic return

.opponents moved openly
‘to oust him. -

Now, three weeks after |

the 47-year-old royal
gtatesman's  sudden dis-
missal,

out. In summary, they.
indicate that Sihanouk-——
‘who had- dominaled his
" country's affairs since the
end of World War 1I—lost’
his political "touch” in the

months before he made his |.

European trip.

He seemed oblivious to}

+, the maneuverings against

(4

.
0
°
.

.

him, continued to flaunt

“his-power and made no -

effort to placate the men

. . who becamn his challen- .

gers — Prince Sisowath
Sirik Matak and Lt. Gen.:

"+ Lon Nol,
Sihannuk was com-|

placent, it is now rea-
¢oned, hecauste of faith
that his popularity with
the peasants would . see
him through pnliticdl

Relied on Populace
Important members ol

the government found

their chief-of-state unpre-
dictable, I{ not unstable, .

" and blamed him for the

»
1

1

+

!, applauded * his

nation's f{loundering eco- |-

nomy and precarious
foreign policy. But the

i f,Feople—"my millions of
N e

tile Buddhas,* Sihanouk
called them — liked his
showy nature and they
"positive,
neutrality,” In- this he
played off East and West

the ‘events .and .
ploys .which led to .his.
"downfall have been sorted-|

. |, . Many observers consider

LOS ANGELES TIMES :

9 APR 1970

and Chinese leaders he
big powers in an effort to | wWas scheduled to see dur-
keep Cambodia from he-i} ing a leisurely return

Vietham and Laotian | theory, the Lon Nol-Matak

wars, faction doublecrossed him,

‘ <
]50 _when anti-Commu-'\ “put this is a minority
nist riots hegan in Phnom opinion. Most observers

Penhi—a protest .against « yoriaved that the mob

the presence of North.!a450k¢ on the North Viet-
Vietnamese and Viet Cong [ oiece and  Viet Cong

: troops on Cambodian soil .o bassies were en-
and indirectly ‘a flap*at’ oipa0red by Lon Nol It
Sthanouk—it was expect-
ed that Sihanouk would
fly home and dramatically’
take ‘the. issue to .tle- L -
people. : Solidifies Opposition
City anthorities were 50 Sihanouk's high-handed-
certain of hig return they ness and egocentrism
began putting up the flags. had ‘been solidifying his
and other trappings custo- opponents. He hurled
marily displayed for every stinging insults at legisla-

which made the takeover
easier than expected.

prince. . - - his rubber stamp. He
But Sihanouk chose {0 blocked measures intend-

l dally. And during his inac-". ed to remedy economic’

. tion there came.the "con: problems. When the mea-
gtitutional - coup d'etat.” gures wer

_The Lon Nol-Matak tan-: way, he sabotagied their
dem had the national as<" opcration. .
gembly dismiss Sthanouk ' " His meddling in govern-
and appoint 'its own as- ment affairs at all levels
sembly president, Cheng . wag stifling progress, his
chg, a3 ac“n.g ‘chlef'of‘ opponents claimed' . .
state. ' * "But it was Sihanouk's

- ' *neutralism," allowing 50,

.. 000 North Vietnamese and

Posilion Acceplod

- nation's ".prime ministet | py border sanctuaries in-
-but assumed real pawer.: gide Cambodia, which
- Prince Matak is his depu- "most concerned Lon Nol
ty. They asserted io thd. and Prince Matak.

world, -that the govern-' They bégan to whip up
ment “had, in fict, mot’ public feeling against the
changed at all. This lega- presence of foreign troops

listic opinion has been on Cambodian soil. There
+ accepted hy most nations, wag a "crisis" over coun-

both Communist and Free * terfeit Cambodian curren-

'\Vorld. 'hnd allowed them cy entering the country"

all, including the United .gcsertedly (maybe true)

States, to retain diploma-. nri
tie ralations with printed in Hanoi to pay
dia, . troop purchases in Cambo-

that Sihanouk's intemper- — q¢ha *Provisional Revo-

ate tebuke to the antl- yytionary Government of

Communist demonstralors ¢ne Republic of Vietnam”

and to the government for, __ihe Jatest name*for- the

:Jlgw;r‘ﬁ yr!%':lpgyih*t‘g- ge':' political arm of the Viet
L 4 . g—

* the Lon Nel-Matak faction yar e and
the needed support for & eqntraband goods from
t.atkeoveri1 And his f?l“ulg‘e“ F. u ropean

. to come home to quell the % ; i M
revo"ic ‘Was Lho cgownin g using diplomatic privile
mistake in misreading the
political situation, N Ca£1 ;) ?ndlzanof u&tg mtz'o ves

Some: persons ' believe | . inst’ Sihanouk were an

Sihanouk himself ap- " gpen testing of strength.

proved of the anti-Vietna- . When he departed for his

coming engulfed in the | yome. Then, so goes the |

was Sihanouk's ineptness

fly-in of the volatile tors not ready to serve as

passede _any-

T.on Nol remained as the  Viet Cong troops to.occus.

ambo- for North Vietnamese

\
dia. 4

sympathizers,

ges to pass them through.

worthy royal kin to act for

llhim. But the Lon N
.accept Cheng Heng as a

ceremonial replacement—

and then, after the coup,

made him the formal re-
. placement,

When the effort tn
'tnpple Sihanouk hecame
-apparent (o his political
allies here, there was a
move to head ofl the

- -

fncipient coup. Col. Oum -

Mammourin, half-brother
of Sihanouk's: wife, Mo-
nique, and head of tha
national police, together

~with Sosthen Fernandez, -

head of the secret police,
tried to enlist army sup-
port for Sihanouk . and
against Lon Nol.

ed under house arrest.

‘no longer was to ask his
hosts to pressure the
-North Vietnamese to keep
their Cambodian presence
modest. now he wanted the
Communist world to rees-
- tablish him in Cambodia.

L} Blames CIA

He was quick to assert
that he had been ousted by
opponents aided by the
U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency — his [favorite

-whipping boy in past'

It did not succced and.
both men are now report- |

Sihanouk went ahead .
with his Moscow and Pek- -
ing visits. But his mission .

P

years. With the reestab- :

lishment of American-
Cambodian diplomatic re-
Jations last year, there
may be a CIA operation in
Phnom Penh. But no’
evidence has been ob-

"ouk's charge.
‘While lcaders in Moscow

“has given Sihanouk tem-
Communist nation seemed

Cambodian regime until it
hag: been assessed.
It is reliably reported

get: Sihanouk back Into
peiver has been delegated

: to the Hanol government.

tained to support Sihan-’

and Peking were reported- ;
Jy sympathetic and Peking '.
porary  residence, neither ,

eager to threaten the new.
- that the problem of how to

«>The stirring up of pro-
;" SiHanouk peasants, parti-

| ‘cularly in the eastern pro-

\.vlitces, by’ North Vietna-

i
"n

. i " L] - N ts ems 10 :b., th
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U.S. Advisers’
Role Reporfed
In Cambedia

By CARL ROBINSON
Associated Press Stalf Writer

ROUTE 1, CAMBODIAN-
SOUTH VIETNAMESE BOR-
DER — South Vietnamese

troops have moved into Cambod-
ia, apparently with their Ameri-
can advisers, to reinforce the
Cambodian frontier garrison on
Route 1 against the North Viet-
namese and Viet Cong.

Visual evidence today indicat-
ed that American advisers were
taking part in the first known

instance of South Vietnamese
military forces establishing
themselves on Cambodian soil
since the overthrow of Prince
Norodom Sihanouk on March 18
created a moro favorable all
mate in Phnom Penh for such

operations.

Two uniformed Americans
were seen at this key crossing
point on the highway between
Saigon and Phnom Penh. One
was an Army officer on the
Cambodian side of the border.
South Vietnamese forces are
in Cambodia at the request of
Cambodian officials, Vietnamese
border police told newsmen,

Barricades Cleared -

The barbed wire barricades
and claymore mines at the bor-
der that long blocked Route 1 to
vehicles have been removed.
South Vietnamese army trucks
and jeeps moved frecly back
and forth with troops and equip-
ment,

(The U.S. Command in Saigon
said yesterday that no U.S.
helicopters ‘had crossed _the
border into Cambodia, Field
reports had sald U.S. copters
ferried paratroops into Cam-

_bodia.)

Vietnamese soldiers could be
seen clearly, building defensive
bunkers around the Cambodian
border station compound 200
yards to the west, A Cambodian

fiag flew above their heads.

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601R00040022000%-6

The U.S. Army officer climbed
into a jeep at the Cambodian
compound. As a Cambodian offi-
cer drove him across the border
into Vietnam, the American sud-
denly realized newsmen’s ¢am-
eras were aimed at him, and he
tried to hide behind the jeep
seat. )

The jeep spun around and
went back into Cambodia. It re-

] after occupying the town of Chi-

pou, 10 miles west of the border.

A Vietnamese police officer
told the newsmen: *“If you had
been here yesterday, you would
have seen air strikes two and
three kilometers away, over

road into Cambodia.
“If you had come here yester-

turned a few minutes later, this
time with the South Vietnamese
commander of the local militia

unit.

This officer, who had been
friendly to an Associated Press
reporter and his photographer
on provious visita to the border,
turned away handshakes and or-
dered the newsmen out of the
Vietnamese, border compound,
adding. an epithet for emphasis.

Wears No Insignia

The other American, wearing
a khaki uniform without insig-
nia, was inside the Vietnamese
compound just east of the bor-
der. A jeep Parked outside car-
ried the “T” license plate used
by Ametican intelligence agents
in Vietnam. He avoided the
newsmen. .

The border stations have not
come under attack recently, but
severe fighting has occurred on
both sides of the frontier this
week, four to five miles to the
north in Vietnam and as closc as
six to ten miles in Cambodia,

Viet Cong troops today were re-|°

ported continuing a slow but

would have still-been closed.
You would not have seen all of
this,” ‘ ;
Gunships Take Toll

South Vietnamese helicopter
ﬁunshlps were reported yester-
ay to have killed an estimatod
150 Viet Cong and North Viet-
namese five miles inside Cam-
bodia during a reconnaissance
mission along Route 1. South Vi-
etnamese Skyraiders also have
been reported operating over
Cambodia in support of Cambo-
dian and - South.- Vietnamese
ground fOFCeB. . ', Nt

there.”” He pointed down the| .

day,” he continued, “The border| .

BRI N
1 2 b 4 10 iy 5. it i Irl;‘..)i.'s'u'""w
.

NI

ST TN

steady adyance:along Route:D . -
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM

[HETA V% v, A
Nlhon Uenpa Newe

Asian tinderbox: Cambodian leaders parade as Red envoy arrives in Laos

Indochina: The Calm Before

. ‘.In a land where he was once slavishly
: adored, Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s
name was suddenly mud. The cabal that
overlthrew the Cambodian Chief of State
two weeks ago diligently set about de-
stroying his reputation in the hope of
heading off any popular outery for his
return. Newspapers ran obscene cartoons
of Sihanouk and his wife, Monique, and
the same radio announcers who had sung
his praises so extravagantly a short time
ago now vied in berating him. Pictures of
Sihanouk and his mother, Queen Siso-
wath Kossamak, were ripped from walls
all over the country, and there was talk
of abolishing the monarchy. As a special
gesture in honor of the coup, Phnom
Penl’s Sihanouk Street was renamed
“March 18, 1970, 1 p.m. Strect.”

To those who had feared that the
Cambodian coup might trigger a wider
war in Indochina, these aclivities scemed
reassuringly parochial, “At’ this point,”
said a junior diplomat in Saigon, “the so-
called ‘Indochina war’ is the greatest
non-event in history,” But later, events
took a more ominous turn. In Cambodia,
pro-Sihanouk rioters forced the govern-
ment to call up reserves, and there were
unconfirmed reports that Viet Cong
troops were moving toward Phnom Penh.
In Laos, the Communists appearcd to be
massing for another attack. And in South
- . Vietnam, the government took advantage
of the Cambodian coup by attacking enc-
my forces across the border. In short, it
secmgdl mu}c;h toodeall;ly to w;\itc ofl; tc;le
possibility that Indochina might explode,

In preveddar Release
"attack on the key government outpost at

.Long Cheng did not materialize, and it

looked as though the North Vietnamese
and their local allies, the Pathet Lao, had
stalled after taking nearby Sam Thong.
But the Laotians were not yet out of the
woods. “The North Vietnamese appar-
ently tried to take both Sam Thong and
Long Cheng in a rush,” said an official
foreign observer. “It only worked half-
way, and now they are regrouping for a
massive, more conventional assault on
Long Cheng.” No one had much faith
that the force of Meo tribesmen defend-

ing Long Cheng could hold out for long,

and there were fresh reports last wee
that transport planes laid on by the CIA
(box) had carried several hundred Thai
soldiers in as reinforcements. (Thailand

4

denied that it had any regulars in Laos, .

but officials conceded that “voluntecrs”
might bave joined the fray.) This trans-
fusion, however, was no sure-fire cure.
“Sending the Thais up there is not like
having a Panzer division defend the
place,” said one U.S. military man. “The
Thais spook as badly as the Laotians,”
Unavailing Efforts: Diplomacy failed
to case the crisis, President Nixon sent a
sttong note to Soviet Premier Aleksei
Kosygin asking Moscow to reconvene the
1962 Geneva Conference on Laos, of
which it is co-chairman, in order to stop
the fighting. But most observers gave that
effort little chance.for success. Another
letter was sent by messenger from the
Pathet Lao’s titular leader, Prince Sou-
phanouvong, to his half-brother, Laotian
Premier Souvanna Phouma. The “peace

00/08/46varod AxRFEG0 %6

If the outlook was disturbing in Laos,

",

er,” however, turncd out to be nothing -
28 1

|

the Storm?

bodia. One of the principal aims of the
new regime is to expel North Vietnam-

ese and Viet Cong troops from their |

sanctuaries along the border with South

Vietnam. But the triumvirs in Phnom .

Penh—the Prime Minister, Lt. Gen. Lon
Nol, Deputy Prime Minister Prince Siso-
wath Sirik Matak and Chief of State
Chen Heng—wisely decided that their

F

best chance for survival was to follow °

the neutralist path that Sihanouk trod

nimbly for many years. Accordingly,
hey asked the Soviet Union and Britain,
the co-chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Con-

ference on Indochina, to do the job for
them by restoring the International Con- |

trol Commission that had been set up by
the conference partly to police Cambo-
dian neutrality (Sihanouk scent the com-
mission packing in 1969 as an cconomy
mcasurcg. The new leaders also tried to
maintain working relations with Commu-
nist diplomats in the hope that the North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops could

be negotiated oft Cambodian soil. And -

Lon Nol's government even held onto the

Columbia Eagle, the hijacked American -

munitions shir, for fear that by releas-
ing the vessel it might appear to favor
the U.S.

But Lon Nol seemed to be having

trouble balancing on the tightrope. It !

was unlikely that the Communists could
be persuaded to lend a hand, for Hanoi,
Moscow and Peking were all convinced

that the new regime in Phnom Penh was .
leaning toward the West. For one thing, °

‘%ﬁ’%ﬁéﬁeﬁb

plies through the Cambodian port of

it was even more disheartening in Cam-" Sihanoukville—continuing a process be-

began to clamp down on
Oéxinsnist military sup-
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gun by Sihanouk himself six months ago ]y«

" —and there were even reports that Com-
munist ships had been completely pro-
Chibited from docking there. From the
Communist point of view, the Cambodi-
ans were also getling uncomfortably
chummy with South Vietnam, whose
Vice President, Nguyen Cao Ky, impetu-
ously cabled his congratulations to the
new team in Phnom Penh. South Viet-
" nam’s planes and artillery supported
Cambodian troops operating against the
Communists—and infantry and armor even
mounted an attack across the border. And
although the U.S. tried to play it cool,
Amcrican jets last week struck against
enemy gunners who had fired on Saigon
troops {rom positions inside Cambodia.

Against this backdrop, North Vietnam
and the Viet Cong abruptly recalled all
their diplomats from Phnom Penh. Al-
‘though this action fell short of a com-
plete diplomatic break, it pretty well -
blighted the chances of negotiating a
Communist troop withdrawal. Peking
and ITanoi also lent their support to Si-
hanouk’s call for an “army of national
liberation” to depose the Lon Nol gov-
ernment, And by late in the weck that
policy scemed to be paying dividends.
For there were reports that pro-Sihanouk
demonstrators had raised havoc in the
provincial town of Kampong Cham.

Menace: Unquestionably Sihanouk still
had many admirers in his native land.
But even so, it was generally believed
that he would find it difficult to spark -
a successful uprising from China or
- Russia, where he plans to maintain his
homes in exile. The reported 40,000
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops
in Cambodia, however, will pose a con-
siderably more serious threat to Phnom
Penh if Ianoi decides that it cannot tol-
erate the existence of an unfriendly
government there. Although Cambodia
has some 35,000 regulars and nearly
100,000 militiamen, they are lightly
armed and almost completely untested.
And while outright war with Cambodia
would pose severe problems for the
Communists, whose supply lines are al-
ready seriously strained, it would pose
an even graver crisis for the U.S.—which,
- with much more advance warning, has
had Tittle success in trying to stem the-
tide in Laos.

Thus, after years of artful cop-outs un-
der Sihanouk, Cambodia had suddenly
emerged as the linchpin of the “Indo-
china problem.” If SiEanoukville is lost
to the Communists, North Vietnam will
have to rely even more heavily on the -
Ho Chi Minh Trail wirding down through
Laos, both to supply its forces in South
Vietnam and, if worse comes to worst, to
mount an attack on Cambodia- as well,
The U.S., for its part, will have an even
greater stake in interdicting the trail in
order to protect the friendly regime in
Phnom Penh. This new factor in the In-
dochinese equation could sharply dimin-.
ish whatever slim prospects remain for a -

negotiated scttlement in Laos—and even -
in SouthApPRE@Wed. For sRerleAase 2
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CONSPIRACY? ' Let'ils assyme that there are those |
The history of the U.S. intervention | who believe this will work no better §
g in Vietnam is filled with unanswered | now than it did before — and that |~ =
questions, the biggest one being how ' what is required js not the Nixon’] "
we got into it in the first place. | ' reversal, instead, of what he scems to -
" Arthur Goldberg, Ambassador to | be doing. How better to countermand .
the United Nations in the Johnson :'the troop withdrawal order of the i’
\ Administration, says that it wasall a | Nixon Administration than by"
mistake, from the beginning on | ereating what can be described as the-
 through, Not a conspiracy, hie says,. necessity not for less U.S. forces but

7 | merely a mistake, a tragic one. for more? . o
AR Maybe. Why, though, would he - The present picture in Laos and’ S o '|
mention “conspiracy” in his remarks | Cambodia.surcly suggests a buildup.{ P i
on a rccent television “Mcet The | toward this kind of emergency. Whois| - - ' S
Press’’ show. Could it be that the | constructing the buildilp? Inchargeini{ = = . - R
o events underway in Laos and‘, Laos, we know from recent news:| - e ]
. Cambodia, raising as they do more | reports obtained with great difficulty,{ . / - E |

. }mystcrious questions, prompt }is the U.S. Central Intelligence: \/ :

b, thoughts coming under the heading of {Agency, the CILA, a super sccret
“conspiracy?” ; service accountable for its funds and -
' There is a clear line extending back | operations to no one but itself, as.
, from at least 1950 — probably before Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy and 1
R — of U.S. intervention in the jpossibly Johnson found out, The | .= .
O o post-world-war-two situation in 4 chances. are “strong that the hand of /.
“* - .} southeast Asia, in the area which used | the CIA will be é)und to have been{ V -
to be called French Indochina. (That ; decisive in Cambodia‘in the right-wing]
t former colonial territory now consists {military ‘coup ‘which" deposed ‘the:!
of Vietnam, Cambodia and Labs.) 'Cambodian’ léader; “Prince’ Sﬁéﬁdﬁlﬁ;‘*
In 1950, with the French embarked | " [ s e u
“upon an ¢ffort to maintain aformof}j .- = o
‘control over their pre-war possession, , R -
U. S. advisors arrived from Koreaand | .©-iv .7 v oo Do
| the Philippines to teach- guerrilla | =~ o IR
“warfare to French officers. At about | = < .
the same time there began'ay - = .
“substantial program of U.S. military
- aid to the French. o
L Four years later the French had had 1
.3t in Vietnam. But not so the U.S, I R
Between 1954 and 1956 the United{ | ~ . "~ . 7
States military presence in Vietnam | "7 - -
rcplaced the previous French’
‘presence. Little by little -— the:
complete story rcmains to be told — | -
 the role of this presence changed from
“training mission to combat suppost to“:!‘ L A
- combat rcplacement, in the numberof =+ [ - o T
i a half million troops. . T C Ty
! The Nixon policy; as far as can be.

D

- i‘dctcrmincd, is’ to attempt to reverse S ST .'
i this process. To change the US.: o T T R S
l military role, that is, back to what it G : CrE T et o o

'was nine or tcn_y,earsfago.-','l'pé '
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ClA’s troops in Laos
caplured

_ﬂ@@fr re

When **Royal Lao™
‘Laos base of Sam

-

“employees” attempting
* {roops.

Sam Thong. 75 miles north of !

the Lao capital of Vienliane. is

a major CIA base for the clan-'
. destine army ol General Vang
. Pao. a 15.000-man force made up -
of Meo tribesmen and led by "
_U.S. and Thal ~advisors.”

-~ U.S..planes had bombed Sam
*Thong day and night and the
- CIA had airlifted battalions of -
.Thai mercenaries to retake the

. base. Yoy b, o

Thong earlier
U.S. newsmen described it yesterday as

bas

.t STATINTL
. Dally World Foreign Department : . ,
forces and U.S. CIA mercenaries recaptured the northern
this week. they looted it to such an extent that
\'3 shambles.”” U.S. officials said that '‘local
to stop the looting were forced away at gun-point by the
Edgar M. ~pop”* Bucll. the The mercenaries, who receive
US. agent who allegedly runs $6 a month as Thai soldiers.
rrefugee operations” at Sam were reportedly offered  $2%0
Thong. was described yesterday apicce by the ClA 1o delend the
by U.S. newsmen as “'so mad he “lree world" atSam Thong. - ;
couldn‘t talk. There were almost Rene Andrie. editor-in-chief of , i
‘tears in his eyes.” The merce- «L,'Humanite,”" the French Com- [
naries removed ’ cots, furniture - munist Party newspaper, wrote
and~ mattresses [rom the U.S.- yesterday that the pro-U.S. mili- .-
hospital and swalked off with tary coup in Cambodia on March
anything porlable."" according to- 18 ~forms one link in a chain of
. lel correspondent, Kaylor. * CIA activities.” ’
S e o In the West German weekly
magazine, “'Stern,” the political -
analyst, Sebastian Halfner wrote
today: “The coup in Cambodia -
was staged by the U.S. CIA. The..
.slogans and -methods by means
"of which the government ol
Prince Norodom Sihanouk was
" overthrown in Cambodia coincide
¢ ) ‘in every detail with the notor:
) ‘.,‘.'Ious ClA style.” !
; " in Cambodia, the new military
y . regime proclaimed today that
¢ *'calm has now been reslored.”
= It sald that tourists and foreign .
v visitors are again welcome.
" There. was no jmmediate re-
.. sponsé from Saigon, whose troops
“ had made a heavy armored visit
‘e 1 “inCambodia last week,” . :
o At least 119 Cambodians were .

“known to have been slain by

Cambodian army troops and po-"’
:lice during pro-Sihanouk demon- .
trations in the last two weeks.

' The new. regime of General Lon |

:»Not has issued a demand that™

* all the country's provinces pledge .

v'allegiance to the new government

i
\

t

“but fewer than bail have done 30, °,
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. P artly in consequence of CIA skulduggery, the war in Southeast /
i ' Asia has expanded. It is no longer a Vietnamese conflict with Ameri- -
.*  can intervention, and side effects in adjoining areas. As in 1953, .Laos
~ and Cambodia again are directly involved, and China may be. In a
,, sense, both Indo-China and Mr. Nixon have come full circle in 17
. years. In 1953, the French were becoming hopelessly- trapped in a
.- costly, unwinnable colonial war. The way out that was suggested, -
i . by no less than the French prime minister, Joseph Laniel, was settle--
_** ment through International negotiation, with China as one of the °
& " negotiators. Vice President Richard Nixon was sternly opposed, and
ji- on November 4, 1953 he brashly lectured the French (who were the -
* ones fighting and dying in Indo-China): “It is impossible to lay down
2" arms until victory is completely won.” The finger of duty and destiny
~ pointed to the expulsion of Communists from Southeast Asia. The
.. French, however, were fast losing interest in any such enterprise,
. r';-?' with or without American assistance. Vice President Nixon never. :
{+ theless kept repeating that the United States"could settle for nothing . " *
', lesg than “victory,” could not afford "another retreat” in Asia, In his
. view, the US+had "lost” China to the Communists four years earlier -
| - ‘and now was threatened with the “loss” of Indo-China as well. The *
{"' tide must be stemmed. If the French could not carry on alone, Ameri- "

R APORFT NP

|, can troops ought to get into the fight. Or so it seemed to Nixon in- ..

. 1953, at a time when we had just begun to extricate ourselves from

{" a war in Korea that had cost 33,629 American battle deaths. R

. In the upshat, there was an international conference about Indo- - -

©{i China, and China did participate in the Geneva agreement. But that

-] the US did not, at that stage, become directly engaged militarily in -’

'+ Southeast Asia is not something Mr. Nixon can claim credit for, On *
I' the contrary, he did his utmost to push events the other way. He

" 2| was overruled by President Eisenhower, advised by the Army Chief -
" of Staff, General Matthew B. Ridgway. Ridgway investigated what .

" American intervention would mean, concluded it would entail far: .

I\ greater American lossey than had been incurred in Korea and said - :

730 to the National Security Council, That encouraged Eisenhower to ™

|

t.

- Cer o te el

:
i

{
!

trust his hunch against going to war in Indo-China, a hunch. that ' : ’
became conviction when the French stronghold at Dienbienphu fell

~ on May 7, 1934, Last‘week the government of France appealed fora__

' L]

{
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dictatorships always seem.sta-
ble until they are overthrown.
This came to mind in connec-
tion with the adventures of .
Norodom Sihanouk, formerly of
Cambodia, now shuitling be-

‘ tween Moscow and Peking. At~
.the ouiset of the Cambodian °
~caper, there were many who
" suspected that Sihanouk him- -
the entire
He has played games |

self had writlen

like this before. But even if '
the prince did wrile the first
act, it is now clear that the
~second act got out of control

tho niilitant anti-Vielna-

f/and
tmcse forces, centered in the’

%

¥
4

]

)

y ‘and North Vietnamese, that is, -

|

'.

n
¥

., E -

army, took over the perform-
- ance.

What is interesting is how

little support Sihanouk had in .
suppose the -

the crunch. 1
American anti-war movement
will find some way to deseribe

events in Cambodia as a ‘‘civil.

war.” However, the baitle line
.is obviously between Khmers

between the Cambodians and
50-60,000 armed visitors from -
;the Democratic Republic of

;Vletnam The new government
*in Pnom Penh has, of coursc,
< been designated “‘right wmg.
?w1th the implication that it is

: awaiting a chance to turn the

fthe Chase Manhattan BanR. Bu

t

§

k3

' country over to the CIA and’\

it is, in fact, classically natlon
ahst

Hanoi immedialely welghcd .

-in by alleging that the CIA was

; already in charge. Since this -

. is the first break we have had

 iin Southeast Asia since the In-
-donesian

turn-around in 1965,

.one that presents Hanoi with

i
4

‘that the Vi tnamcse Commu- .

Release 2000/08/16 CIA RDP80 01601R000400220001-6

'real “trouble, the Communists
obvnously nced a scapegoal

iSince it lS well knnwn through-

tout the *‘progressive world"

_nists_are th

nationalist, antl-lmpenalnst splr-
it, a Khmer revolt against their *

mmrmrars nes loimlse anan’t hantom

For some reason or other, .

|
|
{
i

r ._,,.._,:_._.,_,.,.... C e e

a truly ndtlondllst dct

“It has to he a countcr-revou-

tionary plot sponsored by Unit. -
ed States intelligence and di--

‘rected by *‘running dogs of
-American imperialism."

i

I have gone into this in some
detail because I predict that

within the month two or three'

W ',

Jolm P.
' l'tocho ,-

“articles will appcar. in’ Ameri- .
can journals attempting to pro- -
- tect Hanoi’s revolutionary vir- -

- pinily. Precnsely the same thing’,-

happcned in 1065-66 with respect’
‘to Indonesia,

« Tor several years journalists
and scholars had gone into vir.

. tual ecstasies about the bril-"

liance of the Communist party ..
of Indonesia (the P.K.I.).: The -
gist of the message was that °
PKI alone had “won the hearts

.and minds- of the peasants.”
‘Then came October, 1965, and -

“PU,” as the Indonesians term-

the’ bloody failure of “GESTA-

ed. the attempted Communist .
coup. The peasantry. dpmmated

'..

SIAIINIL

,»Slhcmouks overthrow

by nationalists, "

sands of Communists.

Since, according to left-wing .

scpipturcs, Communism in Asia
is ‘the vchicle for nationalism,

. not its'encmy, the eccentric be-
= Havior of the peasants had to’
- be cxplained away. Necdless to :
say, this was accomplished. The

" PKI hecame the victims of a

i right-wing military plot, with

~+ the CIA, of course, hovering in

» . the background. The late Ber-'3

~ trand Russell was wheeled into -
- the fray to announce *the re.:
* sponsibility of the United States -
_for__ this counter-revolutionary
" bloodbath.” Later, unfortunate-'
ly for thore concerncd, disputés -

between the PKI rel'ugees, spht

botween the allegiance to Mos-‘

cow and Peking, blew this"
thesis out of the water.

" the process, of course, they'
have undermined the whole
basis of the anti-war argument !]
that the United States has been’’

fighting against progressive na-

1

“tionalism in .Indochina. It is

~..clear that our enemy is Com-,

"munist imperialism, that is, Ho.
'Chi Minh’s ambition to creale’
..a totalitarian successor-state in’
the whole. .of former French
Indochma. :-

o
e
,“‘» !
"

went herserk
and killed hundreds of thou- <!

Now the Khmers-have engag- "t
ed in the same kind of “coun-’
ter-revolutionary” behavior. In

A

!
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T
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4
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u
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Nixon Ready to Battle Doves
ombine He ChiMinh Trail;
nnay b V1
OnBombing Ho Chi Mimn Lrat,
* THE EXTREME Senate of the United States, this . There are at this moment -
‘doves on Victnam are ex-  presidential duly is going to  in all of Cambodia precisely
plm{tmgdth.et pl{(_zscnt_ toée;lly _be fulfilled, no matter how 11 Americans. Not one of
f'%g?ugsio S&:]?emgcﬁ?mu‘z?a " much clamor may arise and them is armed. Not one of -
e isations that the admin. Do matter from what  themis any sort of agent, di--
istration is “escalating” the BOuICes: réct or indirect, of the Cen-
o pencral, President ¢ . SO mucth then, for Laos: - tral Intelligence Agency..
¢ Nixon, for his part, is stolid- 1t will be, for us, acrial busi- Nothing that has so far
‘ly preparing to take them - ‘ness as usual so long as the happened in all this ball of
on as to their real and cen- Communists keep coming  wax in Southeast Asia, and .
< tral objective, which fs to - 4% the line through Laos. nothing that is scen as likely ¢
W force him o halt American ~ 43 10 Cambodia, this col- ' to happen, has allered Pres-
-~ bombing of the North Viet- - _ummst can report the fol-  jident Nixon's fixed policy .
! namese Communist enemy's “lowing mattcrs of fact: " for a gradual withdrawal of
+ troop and supply trail run- The United States govern- - American ground forces |
N ning down through neigh- ‘“ment h_ad nothing whatever from Vietnam. The sleady?
§ boring Laos. o do with the ouster in Cam- *© “Vjetnamization” of the war
" To hear Mr. Nixon talk in _bodia of the more or less . —mecaning the increasing
s private of these matters is ' neutralist Prince Norodom . combat cffectiveness of the’
" to find a remarkably relaxed Sihanouk in favor of the South Vietnamese—is entlire-,
_ President, in all the circum- anti-Communist SuCcessor re- 1y satisfactory to the admin-:
i "stances. 1f he is not indced  8ME now in power, Siha- {siration, _
" a happy warrior — which nouk has, of course, now The President will con-
" avould be foreign both to his been taken up by the Com- tinue to bring out ground
-temperament and his meth- _munists as their new martyr . .iroops when and as—and:
'{ﬁ\ » od of operation —-he is at to “American imperialism only when and ns_The thinSj
o’ " jeast a warrior with a cer and all Ak it 16 be prudent, He ix net

"tain glcam In the eye who - : TRU 1S that this ‘going to speculate in public:
. does mot shrink from the gorsg}:m?cnt,n\{whischt io -about Jates or numbers’ or .
« political form of unarmed ving everything it . o
 combat that lies ahead. T by ean in honor torget ~  Lndeed onc obseruer o]
, The impression is clear out of the only war now in strong—and possibly wrong;
* that if the far-out peacenik peing in Southcast Asia,” — impression 15 that the:
“ people push him into it, he  wants to see Cambodia-kept -President is not even erly;
_js prepared to go direct to  peytral. Most certainly—and ... to speculate too much abox:,t;
“the country to defend these most demonstrably, if one : this business to his own Ca j
- bombing actions without a - thinks about it for a moment.- inet, For he knows where
_chemical trace of apology. . Washington does mot want ' the buck must and does stop .
‘He is ready, that is, to say " in thisi'sort of decision. On
{ that to hit and interrupt the °

to see.any situation to arise . tyis one, the educated guess
. in which Washington might 2 gu ‘
I-0 Chi Minh supply line is ! 8 ght . {5 that he will really caucus

be asked to take any kind of .
demonstrably to save the . military hand in this affair. onlyinhisownhat L |
- lives of American troops BN | < o e i T e A i b o b
_rough ratio to how many T =
. North Vietnamese soldiers,
- and how much cnemy arma-
ment our pilots can knock,
-down and thus kecp out of
.the action in South Viet- : _ "
., nam. ) o
& HIS POSITION is that’
_anybody who supposes that” .
“an American president has . ) » S -
‘pot got a manifest duty to, ’
;protect the llves of this na- |
tion's own troops to the -7 : .

mit of his ability, in a way .
-carcfully and preecisely cal- ‘

sculated to do.no harm to

anyhody or anything except ;

‘the armed enemy intruders : ;
into Laos, can believe pretty : . )
well anything, .

- In a word, he is-rcsolvcd")
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' Blames Pubhc Gu!hbuhi‘y for
/ °:;;°%zzizzz;?‘:;"‘::;aﬁzfsz“Ji:zEXp ans ion’ O‘f Vle‘i'n 3 m

Southeast™'Asian war into Cambodia, Laosg

3

and Thailand, the American people should

be reminded of the following: o o :
. When Richard Nixon was. vice presi- R N e a r B
‘dent, on April 17, 1954, he addressed news- .~ - oo S R ,l Aj
paper editors at Washmgton in whatwas -~ T 3 L T [

-.k"

supposed to be an “off the record” talk. He -
tried to torpedo the Geneva Peace confer« -~ '
. ence, then about {o begin, by saying: “If,to . - '
“avoid further Communist expansion in Asxa
and Indochina we must take the risk now by,
- putting our boys in, I think the executive
l:ias to take the pohtlcally unpopular step to
o it.”

Word leaked out the following day ot

what Nixon had said. The story was pub-
lished. Americans should note that this is
the same man who, since entering the .
White House, has been assuring the people
+ " "all we are interested in is to see the Viet-
(-_ namese get the right of self-determination.”

. 'That right was thwarted when the late
John Foster Dulles led the drive that pres
vented the free elections in Vietnam speci-
fied at Geneva. The CIA and Pentagon ap-
plauded. Since then, a succession of federal
administrations has convinced our people

. we had fo go there and invade Asia or the

- Vietnamese, with no bombers or Navy,

. would come over and attack us, Some 50,000
of our men have died in combat or of tropi-
cal diseases because of our gullibility. Is
this ‘really -what the "sxlent maJority’

wanted?

" JACK CLOWSER
- 1516 Bidwell Avenue, i\, Y v
o W E‘Vﬂ'.u&w.u,.m an-&uth&ir G S
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By RICHHARD BANGS
Montana Kalmin Staff Writer

The overthrow of Prince Siha-
nouk and the establishment of a
military government in Cambodia
was a calculated conspiracy of the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency,
“E. W. Pfeiffer, professor o! zool-
ogy, said ycsterday

Mr. Pfeiffer recently returned
from Cambodia, where he invesli-
gateds defoliation damage caused

by the U.S. Army. .

He sald the overthrow of the .

Cambodlan government was the

eculmination of Increased U.S, in-
volvement in Cambodia,

Mr. Pleiffer sald the U. S. muni-"

tiong ship, Columbia Eagle, which
'was mutineered in the Cambodian
harbor, may have carried muni-
. tions which were used o put down
. Prince Sihanouk.

. Prlncc Slhnnouk ‘tried tn keep

LEON .'-'."..'a': ¢

o e e e
e
1‘ i

MONTANA KAIMIN
3 April 1970

Cambodia ncutral Mr Pleifler
said. The new government has co-
operated with U.S. and South Viet-
*nam governments in the Vietnam
war, he said. . -
Mr. Pleiffer said he won't be
satisfied (hat the United States was
not fnvolved until a congresslonal

commiltee has investigated U.S..

- Involvement in Southcast Asia and
gotlen some concrete . responses
from Washington. He said the
committce should also look at the
documents of the International
Control Council and see what lu
findings are,

The International Control Coun-

STATINTL

portcd the vh:tims as Viet Cong.

He said he could support his state-

ment with {indings of the Interna-
tional Control Councﬂ of Cambo-

. dia.

“ The council reporled that it .

" found ‘only the bodies of. Cambo-

dians and no Viet Cong In the at- °
tack areas in Cambodia. According \

*to U.S. sources, the attack areas,
near the town of Mimot, were the
cmnsholds of vm Conz. . '.'

. KA "
',’ A% Au."

R J’d‘ - e

cll Is an investigating committee .

established by the United Nations.’

to determine who, if anyone, was
at fault in Cambodia, )

Mr. Pleiffer sald the United
States also has bombed and strafed
_Cambodian civilians and the Cam-
bodiln army and U8, ,omchh n-.

[ hH

.. AN
A ipmemrry LR cadel Lamals s e h-----.
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!Stamford ( Connecticut) "ADVOCATE‘
-3 kerid, 1970 o

‘V‘D.uffcy Asks
South Asian|
Rolc Of CIA

' WEST IH\RTPORD-

: (AP) — Mainlaining that ““the
American disaster, in Vietnam
has shown the dangers of se- .
eret governmental activity in un- . *
stable natnons,’i‘Joscph Duffey
called Thursday 'for -a Senate| . ,
investigation o(‘ the (’fcntral In- :
_ ‘ telligence Ageney’s role in

\ . - Soulhcast Asia.
: o Duffey, national chairman of
Americans for Democralic Ac-
tion, is also a candidate for the
Democratic U.S. Senate nomina-
tion, .
| Duffey said- the investigatior|
Is needed *to confirm or dispel \/
allegations that CIA operatives L
played -a role in a recent coup ST
resulling in the ouster of Cam:
bodia’s Prince Sihanouk. :
e wes " ""The fulure of all Americansi .
is allected by CIA operations in . - e
this and other scnsitive areaz| o
of the world, The American peo-
ple no longer can nermit these] =
activities to proceed in total se-j . '
crecy, free of restraint bv ouh. .
. . {lie or Congressnona] opinion,”
- . Duﬁcv said.

: Duffey also asked that the in-
vestlgation look into the ‘‘veiled) -
activities, both past and present, \/
of the CIA in. Vietnam.” - o
. “The American pcople." he
snid ““need to be told tha full| . : o
o lstory behind our- tragically-:mis- : B

" iguided pollcy in Vietnam and .
lta neighborlnz -countrtea,". ne

\.thﬁ.-.- - S - ] !
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& 'Two cardinal principles, one
of substance and the other
merely a public relations gam-
bit, have marked the conduct
of foreign policy by the Nixon

, administration.

The second holds that an at- -

gmosphene of crisis must be
° avoided if possible, and that

peven the semblance of panic
must be avoided at all cost.

«+ The President and his key
foreign policy advisers have

w-clung to that one pretty well. .

~ Now, even as warfare spreads
yover Laos, Cambodia faces
« greater peril and Thailand be-
;comes more deeply involved in
- the fighting, the Nixon people
, act as though those little beads
o.on their upper lips are icicles
--rather than sweat. ‘
« How long they can cling to
their second prineiple is anoth-
« er thing. They started out with

w.the notion that an administra- - .

n.tion can sit down in a coldly
,sanalytical way and set some

P T B T TR PR
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foreign policy goals. Then it
can resolve to do nothingina
crisis situation that moves the

. United States further away

from that goal.

The *Nixon doctrine” sets
some goals for the United
States in Southeast Asia, and

- there is every reason to be-

lieve that we are about to see
whether a grim challenge
acrogs all of old Indochina will
force the United States to take
actions that constitute a veer-
ing away from those goals.
Despite suspicions here and
there, I am convinced the
United States did not engineer
the overthrow of Prince Noro-

fact, the moment news of the
- coup broke, Central Intelli

dom Sihanouk in Cambodia, In\/programs, execute all the de-

gime, largely out of a high-
level conviction that the new
group was “better for us than
Sihanouk.” .

But suppose the worst oc-
curs and Cambodians loyal to
Sihanouk join up with North

Vietnamese forces and move

with such - devastating force

that the militarily weak Cam- .,
bodian regime asks for outside
help? How will Nixon respond?
So far the “Nixon doctrine”
is that “the United States will
- participate in the defense and
.development .of allies and
- friends, but that America can-
‘not—and will not—conceive
all the plans, design all the

cisions anl undertake all the .

I defense of the free nations of -,
. gence Agency Director Rich- " -the world. We will help where

ard Helms was on the phone to it makes a real difference and’

the White House declaring:.

: “It’s not ours!”
But the United States was
among the first to recognize

B A N T T % L

the, new . anti-Communist re-  than

is considered in our interest.”

When applied to Cambodia
and Laos, - that - statement
seems a,lot more ambiguous
it did Z;‘I},engit‘:. was just

PRI st a

. can halt it. .

T

the Worst Occurs in Cambodia |

part of the President’s “‘state j
of the world"” address.
Nixon has not told us wheth-.{
.er he thinks Laos and Cam- !
. bodia *“make a real differs -

» ence” or whether it is ““in our

interest” to defend them. 4

The Communists seem {o-t
have concluded that Nixon's :
heart says yes, but that his -
pragmatic mind says no. y

The President’s basic incli-
nations surely are to let loose
a real military assault on the;
Communists. He  must be. |
plagued mentally and emotion-
ally by reports telling him that
a gigantic erosion of freedom
is under way in Southeast’
Asia, and that only Uncle Sam

But Nixon looks at the histo-
ry of the last decade and has !
to conclude that a “real mili- -;
tary assault” may not teach’,
the Communists as-big ales-",
son as he would hope. He has ™
to assume that the cost of |
all-out defense of Cambodia,
and-or Laos would be.great. ™

-

" 4 He has to doubt that the Amer- .

‘down with such skill, would -

g.ican public, which he calmed
‘.1‘

. continue in frustrated silence

" if he committed American sol- *

N
%

¥'clear power. .

§ for allies and countries “vital -

i:

diers to Laos or Cambedia.
. Nixon has said the United
. States “will provide a shield”

. to our security” if those coun-
tries are threatened by a nu-
Y “In cases involving other
types of aggression we shall
furnish military and economic
assistance when requested and -

<
o . i A e M b3, 7

4

. as appropriate. But we shall -4
| look to the nation directly,
% threatened to assume the pri-
¥ mary responsibility of prov'd-"
;ﬁ’ing‘ the manpower for its de- !
. fense,” the President said on, i
pNov.3. :
'" Does that rule out U.S. war-""
;hfare in Cambodia and Laos?;
{ Nixon only said the threatened
! country must assume primary -
> pesponsibility for manpower, !
"not total responsibility. :

Assuming that his goal is to ;
‘get U.S. fighting men out of
‘Southeast Asia, the Nixon cre- |
"do would decree that he do ;

P PN

- { nothing in'Laos or Cambodia !

.that takes him further from-
that goal. ‘5

It looks as though the Com-;
‘munists are about to subject?
that credo to a difficult and.
I dangerous test, And the closer }
. the congressional elections:
b come, the more_difficult will!
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- R R e e minly e Cattalit Gladed

C ambodla 3 Impon‘ance

The recent revolution in Cambodia »and ~ What is really happening in this pdﬂ of
\the fighting in Laos are of great import- the world is a change of scene. The war in
“ance to the war in Vietnam. Cambodia’s “South Vietnam is declining in violence ond
‘new government might possibly close down the climax in Laos ond Cambodia is ap-
the port of Sihqnoukv‘nlle to the commu- prgachmg The showdown had to come,
nists, through which about one- -third of the . for South Vietnam'’s security is "affected by
supplies to enemy in Vietnam are thought . events in both countries. (All, three formerly
- fo poss. (it is Cambodia's only deep wmer _comprised French Indochina.) i
" harbor.) . R o . . Nixon Admlmsrrohcm, though hoghed‘

' as far as the use of U.S. troops is concern-
.ed, perhaps rightly so, by Congress and;
public opinion, is doing its best to wage an:
effective war against the .communists in;
laos (and fo some extent. inv: Ccmbodna,\‘

Washington is waiting hopefully for that
“closure and this is probably why the U.S.
: Navy was refused permission to board
" the ammunition-ship Columbia Eagle, with :
“its load of U.S. bombs, recently, after the
* Navy had already issued the orders and
the cruiser Oklohoma City wos. about to
enter Slhonoukvnlle harbor.

"dercover work in Cambodia seents.to have!
paid off recenﬂy and Thai troops ure ﬁghfi
. ing in Laos, with'U.S. Ioglshcul and mtelh-‘
 The fighting in Laos is of grave import- gence support. 1
ance because if the communists take the'  Most experts agree the situation in South!
entire country Thailand will be directly Vietnam is vastly improved. If Cambodia i is;
threatened. The United States is committed made secure and at leost the western half,
10 Thailand’s: defense:. that is why U.S. of Laos (bordering Thailand) is safeguard-i
planes have been ferrying Thai froops to ed or secured, ‘without the vse of U.S.
Laos and the C.LA. has been doing oli-it troops, much wull have been uccomphshed’

\can workmg with Lactian tnbesmem o oy by the Nixon' Admmmrchon. o

e 2

3 .‘
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of Education program officers, special con=
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Further information: Leonard Grindstafl,

date our forces {temporarily, in prepara-

suliants, and State cducational agencles, A Superintendent of Schools, 4018 Lemon tion for disengagement, in well-defended

press release on tho candidates for Bilingual

© Edueation grants will be issucd within the

nexs few days.
Sincerely yours,
B, ALpEN LILLYWIITE,
Acting Associatc Commissioner for Ele=
mentary and Sccondary Education,

—

CALIFORNIA

Auburn.—Aren III County Superintend-
ents Review and Control Board, OE 7-00380.

Language: Spanish,

Purther Informntion: Kenneth L. Lonere
gan, Chalrman, County Superintendents Po-
licy-Muking and Control Board, 1230 High
Street, Auburn, Californin, 05603,

Cucamonga.—Cucamangs School District,

_ OE 7-00449.

Language:Spanish,

Further information; George O, Beott, Dis«
trict Superintendent, 8806 Archibald Avenue,
Cucamonga, California, 81730,

EL MONTE.—Mountain View 8chool Dis-

trict OE 7-00419.

Language: Spanish.
Further information: Charles Kranz, Dis«

trict Superintendent, 2850 No, Mountain -

View Road, El Monte, California, 01733,

Escondido—Escondido Union School Dis-
trict OE 7-00383.

Language: Spanish.

Further information: James Slezak, Super=
intendent of Schools, 5th and Maple Streets
Escondldo, Californla, 92025.

Fountain Valley.—Fountaln Valley School
District OE 7-00431. .

Language: Spanish.

Further Information: Robert A. Sanchils,
Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Foun«
tain Valley School District, Number One
g..;g.;zh thouse Lane, Fountain Valley, California,

08. :

Gilroy.—Gillroy Unified School District, OE
7-00451,

Language: Spanish, -

Further Information: Robert Infelise, Dis«

Gilroy, Californin 95020. '

King City.—King Clty Joint Unlon High
8chool, OE 7-00455.

Language: Spanish.

Further information: E. O. Flscher, Su~
perintendent of Schools, 720 Broadway, King
City, Californla 93930,

Los Angeles.—Los Angeles Unified School
District, OE 7-00222. .

Language: Spanlish,

Further information: Robert E. Kelly, Su-
perintendent, Los Angeles Unifled School
District, 450 North Grand Avenue, Los An-
geles, Callfornia 90012, -

Montebello.—Montebello Unified School
District, OE 7-00441.

Language: Spanish. . -

Further information: A. Roland Walker,
Superintendent of Schools, 123 South
Montcbello Boulevafd, Montebello, California
90640.

Orange.—Orange Unified School District,
OE 7-00504,

Language: Spanlish,

Further information: Harold V. Kibby, Su=
perintendent of Schools, 370 North Giassell
8treet, Orange, California 920666.

Pico Rivera.—ElL Rancho Unified School
District, OE 7-00347. .

Language: Spanish, -

Further information: John P, Jones, Su«
perintendent of Bchools, 9333 Loch Lomond
Drive, Pico Rivera, Callfornia 90600.

Riverside.~Oflice of the Riverside County
Bupoerintendent of Schools, OE 7-00388,

Language: Spanish. /

Purther information: Leonard Grindstafl,
Buperintendent of Schools, 40156 Lemon
Btreot, Riverside, Californis 92602,

Riverside.~—OfMco of the Riverside Oounty
Superintendent of Schools, OE 7-00309, :

Language: Spanish,

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 :

street, Riverside, Callfornin 92502,

Rowinnd Heighis—Rowland 8chool Dis-
trict, OE 7-00420.

Language: Spanish. .

Further information: Forrest F. Dunbar,
Coordinator of Government Projects, 1830
Nognles Strect, Rowland Helghts, Californla
01745,

San DBernardino.—San Bernardino County
Superintendent of Schools Oflce OF 7-00448,

Language: Spanish, '

Further Information: Roy C. Hill, County
Supcrintendent of Schools, 172 Weot Third
&treet, San Dernardino, Cnlifornia 92403, °

San TFrancisco—San Franclsco Unified
8chool Distrlct, OE 7-00380.

Language: Spanish,

Further information: Robert E. Jenkins,
Superintondent of Schools, 138 Van Ness
Avenue, San Franclsco, California 94103,

San Jose: Alum Rock Unlon Elementary
School District OE 7-00466,

Language: Spanish.

TFurther information: William J. Jefferds,

Superintendent of Schools, 2030 Gay Avenue,

8an Jose, Callfbrnia 96137.
Visalia: Allensworth School District, OEE .

"7-00462. :

Language: Spanish,

Further information: Max Cochrane, Tu-
lare County SBuperintendent of Schools, 202
County Civic Center, Visalia, California
032717. .

NIXON VIETNAMIZATION POLICY
JEOPARDIZES AMERICAN TROOPS

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President, in
addition to previously mentioned defi-
clencles, there is, I fear, another danger

. in Mr. Nixon's Vietnamization policy—

that is the very real danger it poses to
American troops. We ncedlcssly jeopar=- -
dize our troops when we give them the
political mission of propping up the

.trict Superintendent, 7663 Church Btreet, -Thicu-Ky regime and pacifying the

Vietnamese countryside while they are
also asked to hold widely dispersed mili-.
tary positions across Vietnam. At the:
same time, the President 15 withdrawing
American manecuver battalions which
are the real muscle of our forces in Viet-
nam, - .
I regard the administrations effort to
continue extensive military operations
while cutting combat troops as exceed-
ingly risky. Do we not by such a policy
make our troops vulnerable to concen-
trated attacks by the enemy? I fear it,
and I see ho reason to subject American
forces to this needless danger. )
The press carries news reports that
General Westmoreland, the Army Chief
of Staff, and other Army leaders fear
that we cannot continue both the pacl-
fication and the present tropop with-

. drawal schedule. They call for a.6-month

delay in further troop reductions. They
may be right. In any event, I am one
longtime crilic of our Vietnam involve-

-ment who docs not want to jeopardize
_American troops ncedlessly. It is my

concern over the senscless slaughter of

young Amerlcans, as well as young Viet--
namese, that hns motivated much of my

opposition to our Vietnam policy from

the beginning, There is a better alterna--
tive to both the Nixon plan and the Army

effort to dolay the Nixon plan. Let me

plead agaln for the kind of disengage-

ment I have recommended previously.

Let us stop our far-flung military op- . understand the Vietnamisation lne won's

erations in Bouth Vietnam and oonsoli~

T

CIA-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6

arcas ncar the sca. Let us cease our tight
embrace of General Thieu and urse the
various political groupings in South Viet-
nam to begin talks leading to a broader,
provisional government and a settlement
of the war to be followed by elections.
We and other friendly countries can offer
asylum to any Victnamese who might fect
threatecned by such a settlement. Let us
call for an exchange of prisoners and
then begin the rapid withdrawal of all
American forces from thelr consolidated
positions along the coast,

Such a poliey of discnzarement is
spelled out in the resolution I intro-
duced a year ago. It is the essential pro-
posal I have made for years. It is, I be-
lieve, a policy which reduccs the military
danger to our forces while confronting
fhe political realities of Southeast Asia.
I strongly urge the President to con-
sider it as an alternative to the risky
and costly policy he is now pursuinz. A
concomitant action might be to recon-
vene the Geneva Conference or reopen
the negotiations in Paris, As I suzgested
on March 18, 1970, the Pathet Lao five-
point settlement plan combined with the
earlier settlement offers of the NLF and
Hanol can provide the beginning basis for

-discussions leading to a Geneva-type set-

tlement of the entire Southeast Asian
conflict.

I have previously warned President
Nixon's Vietnamization policy is not a
proper formula for ending the war since
.it commits us to support the continuance

of the Thicu-Ky regime in Saigon—a re--

gime so little supported by its own citi-
zens that it requires American arms in
order to stand. Our original intervention

“jnto the affairs of the people of South-

east Asia was such an obvious blunder
that we ought to end it quickly rather
than by a long, drawn-out extrication
deslgned to postpone the day of reckon-
ing and reality. ‘Yet, the Nixon policy
pives both Saigon and Hanoi a veto on
American foreign policy by telling Saigon
that our rate of withdrawal depends on
their ability to take over, and by telling
Hanol we will determine our military
strategy depending on what they do.

" The continuing costs of the war in the
form of blood, inflation, and wasted re-
sources are beyond any counterinterest
in Vietnam, Far from ending these costs,
the Nixon Vietnamization policy invites
military pressure on Laos and Cambodia.
It does so because so long as we are sup-
plying our ally in South Vietnam by our
control of the air and sea routes, Hanol
will continue to supply its ally in South
Viatnam by the land routes and staging
areas in Laos and Cambodia. As‘we seek
to close off those routes and Hanol
strupgles to keep them open, we set up
the unstable military and political condl-

tions which explain the recent troubles

in Loos and the tumbling of Prosident
Sihanouk in Cambodia.

As columnist Joseph Kraft puts it:

Vietnamization only creates conditions
that work to widen the war. Wisdom lies not
in holding tight to that pollcy, but in shift«
tng ‘o another before everybody comes to

.

»
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o Peking, -Hanoi Still Cautious . |
(exing,. anol Siul Gautious ;|
' s TR Taenm " .'-;-"d. !

‘On Cambodia’ R

. By Stanley Karnow v : (E
HONG KONG. March 81 ‘T - Washington Post Forelgn Bervice - ’ \
3, March 81—| Though they affirmed their| vewmrem = Relatlo

{,Pcklng and ITanol appear to be} “total support” for his procla- .ml)vl[)c;x;gggg? tou(];chm(;aﬁf,); ‘{}2{3 for 'cxarx‘r?plc‘:mhwc]r:don‘?:\‘;: '
itnking a complicated and cau- matlon, North Vietnam and entin, has remained In Peking pended” rather than broken £
ious diplomatic appreach to the Soyth Vietnamese Na-|even though he has switched following the antl-Communist '
ithe new Cambodian regimel tional Liberation Front point-igilepiance from Sihanouk to drive undertaken by the Dja- I
-d ! edly refrained from extending |the new regime. - o karta government in late 1965. ‘.

; desplite  their expressions of ) ; ‘ . S - :
! support for Prince Norodom| actual recognition to Sihan-| In a dispateh transmitted Similarly, the Chinese Em- i
‘Sibanouk, the ousted chicf oit ouk's government-in-exile. here yesterday, the New China bassy in New Delhi continued .
. A g , On the contrary, when the|News Agency went to consid- to function during the Sino-In- ‘
| state. . North Vietnamese and Viet-|erable lengths to deny that|dian border war in 1962, and i
This sugrests to Western an-j cong  diplomatic representa-jthe Chinesc Forelgn Ministry | the mission in Rangoon has re- :
“alysts here that the Chinese, tives were withdrdwn fromihad expressed embarrassment |mained open though China's '
and Vietnamese Communists, ‘Phnom Penh last week, Hanol at having Sihanouk in Peking. ties with Burma are frayed. .

'while opposed to the new. emphasized that diplomatic . ] Among other things, the .
! cambodian government, are! t‘msp with the Cambolc)ﬂan re.lE“ess“"’ Denial ) Chinese may believe that clos- )
*anxious to avoid an irrepara- gime were being “temporarily The strangely excessive tone|ing their legation in Phnom J

ble break with the prince’s| suspended” rather than bro- of the denial has prompted | Penh would provide the Soviet |
". BUCCESSOTS. . ken. conjecture among analysts|Union with the opportunity to

i : |here ‘that the prinee's activi-)strengthen its influence in
These analysts believe that‘ In subsequent commentar ties in Peking may Indeed be |Cambodia.

! { Hanol and the Vietcong may jes, such as a complaint issued! -0 : Ay
“still entertain hopes of Teach- _yesterday against,the alleged’ gg;xtsing the Chinese .discom
‘ing an.arrangement with the| persecution of Vietnamese na-' ’

Russia Cautious . »
Beyond publishing predicta-

: ; . According to the dispatch;a ) "
- Phnom Penh regime that will, tionals in Cambodia, Hanol' alc ble commentaries blam h
' member of bod . ing the
: Phinom Penh resime e oo eforred o' the new MEMber of U Borior Tk ouster of Sihanout on the .3

(L

t sanctuaries in areas of Cam., Phnom Penh rcgime as the; rl\Central Intelligence Agency,"

«Cambodian authorities.” "American Vgo_rrespondent” In| e Russians have displayed
. Inamessagetoa conference{Phnom Penh’that Valentin re- ino hint of moving to rupture
O momaed o gy S| F0r o, to his government that thelt relations o rile. North
hanouk said, “I. admit "with the ‘Chlnese Foreign Ministry « Vietnamese x):estraint, seom: :m-
pride” to having supported the had advised him that China ,1ysts submit, is Hanol's belief !
Vietnamese Communists “be-|was “embarrassed” : by Sihan- that the new Cambedian lead- }

. "bodia adjacent to South Viet-
l: nam. '
% At the same time, the
" Chinese are evidently anxious
ttp preserve their embassy in:
- { the Cambodian capital, which
: sgrves .as an jmportant obser-

vation post in Southeast Asia. | cause we are an antl-imperial-|ouk's presence in Peking,
a 3

i..‘lnes Retained i

| *-One indication that Peking
"and Hanoi are playing a care-
ifﬁl diplomatic game with Cam-{
: ppdia has been reflected in
¥ their efforts to maintain their
! 1inks with the new regime. :
t * Analysts consider it signifis’
i cant, for example, that the

Chinese and Vietnamese Com,
.rpunists responded prudently.
/'to.a specific appeal by Sihan-

! guk to the “friendly powers”:

't cut their tles with the Cum-%'| Nothhi'g Authoritative

'bodian leaders who deposed
\ ‘

“+In a statement issucd on'
i March 24 from Peking, where

. He ‘has -taken asylum, Slhan-|

‘om( asserted that states con-.’

,tinuing to recognize the new:
r¢zime “not only ... stand on .
{the side of imperialism but,
‘aao on the slde of barbarity.”
""The prince thercupon called:
i oh “‘governments and peoples
; friendly” to the Cambodian:
, ptople to “glve thelr suppdrt,
! and diplomatic recognition” to!
! the gﬁvcmment-ln-cxlle whose’

| 16rm e tediihomn Re

LAAY, DELORR wis vt i1 40 Qarabodla last vear..:. ik

‘| ‘people of Indochina and be-

! to.Ycease or avold to cooper-

lcn8e2000¢06/ 14:0| ArRDPE0-016

Ist people, because we are the| vyesterday afternoon, the

cause we have the right to be, dispatch sald, Chinese report-

recognized . by “Socialist Viet,|ers visited Valentin and were |ons, rice and other supplies to
cd b . ;

nam,.." - . . ‘|told-by him that the’tale was,
He also \called upon coun-|an “unfounded” rumor,
ries to do all in their power| mTpe Ppeking dispatch -com-

‘ate” with the new regime in’ mented  that the rumor was
Phnom Penh.. - “obviously aimed at driving a

Mcanwhile, the Chinese wedge” between China and Si-”
have been even more reticent! hanouk to undermine “the

Jdn di .
‘s'}ha',fﬁﬁﬂ?’ vomng‘sum?rf tf.°r| profound: friendship, between.

the Chinese. people and the.
Cambodian pcople.'™

But, like “previous Peking)
statements, the dispatch of-:
fered only mild backing for Si-,
hanouk, saying that the “sol-
jemn stand E.aken by, thej
statement - of their own rcc_.Chinese people”” in his supporgl

ognizing cither. his govern- is “wellknown.? -
ment-in-exile of his "Natlonal Flexible Diplomacy

Liberation Army.”. ' In' part,. Western anal

. y - ysts
A fiurthcr sign of Chinese'here point out, Peking's re-
regtraint has been their decl- Jyectance to burn ltsbridges to
slon to keep thelr ambassador, phnom Penh is consistent
Kang Mao-chao, in

1n spite of the fact that his
.varlous declarations are trans-|
mitted by the official New|
China News Agency, for in-
stance, the Chjnese have not
yet put out an authoritative

sk
ML

) Phnom with Chinese diplomatic style,|
, Penh. A veteran diplomat who' which has remai‘;\ed unulu?ny’,

ate the Communist sanctu-
arles in Cambodia. The Cam-
bodian army has sold weap-

the Communists for years.

In addition, it is thought,
anoi may be convinced that
the anti-Communist posture
adopted by the Phnom Penh
regime was essentially a pre-
text calculated to generate
popular support for Sihan-
ouk's dismissal.

The current Communist
threat to the Phnom Penhre-
gime could be a form of pres-
sure designed to compel the
Cambeodian leaders to come to
terms with Hanoi and the
Vietcong. . N

If this pressure fails to
work, however, both the Viet-
namese and Chinese Commu-.
|nistsi may switch to a tougher]
Nine. Their present prudence.
‘suggests, then, that they stiil
believe an all-out war in Car

|bodia canbe averted, ;%

“served in India, Lebanon and |flexible, over the by,el‘sﬁﬂ‘!“"
‘ROO

i 6
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ers may be persuaded to toler- |
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L Cambocha Another Vletnam?

actlon by Commumst ‘troops in Cam-'.j
,,bodla and a Red-backed counter-revolu-.
' tionary camﬁalgn by Prince Sihanouk., -

"This would. draw Cambodia directly .

{ The fast-moving developments m;".-

-Cambodia could prove .-of - great

5 significance — for cither good or ill — ;
¢in U, 8. efforts to wind down the Viet- ,

|nam war. Military experts’ see obvious
advantages in having Cambodia move
‘from neutrality to involvement on the al-
i lied side, and no doubt the change will
aid us in the short run.

.+ The new regime immediately called
for the withdrawal of Communist troops
“from the border areas near Vietnam'and

.¢o-operated in the -South  Vietnamese™
‘border raid on ~Communist . forces, in".
-the administration has affirmed the
military sanctuaries in Cambodia were._-’,v
wiped out, a large part of the Communist-

Cambodia last- week If - Communist

guerrilia movement would wither and die.

But in the .long run, there are
frightening hazards in these new
developments. Any concerted joint at-

tack ‘on  the Communist sanctuaries by ..

Cambodian and South Vietnamese troops’
could ‘be expected to bring. strong

counter-measures, such as two moves
that one Vnetnam is more than enough. 4

Shat are already developmg aggresswe-

. Approved For Release 2000/08/16
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into the Vietnam war, creating one more

.regime in which we had a vested interest
Wwe didn’t have before. One could easily

imagine more_gA.orgamzed armles,

U, Ss. advxsers. another Vietnam.

At all costs, the U. S. must t;woxdl
Amerxcamzmg any civil strife that’

';.'develops in Cambodia. In spite of the:
‘U. S..air support given the South Viet

namese in.raiding Cambodia last week,’

U. S, policy of employing U. S. forces in’

‘Cambodian border areas only when’
.hecessary for self-defense. Fortunately,
"as the U. S, troop withdrawals continue;"

there will be, fewer and fewer U. S."
forces in the area, and the U. S. in-;
volvement can hopefully be lessened. ..

Whatever the short-run advantages of/
explomng the new situation in Cam-
bodia, we must inevitably remember

el Rl i e O tL._..-:L '
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arcas. Insofar as I know, we have not plven

full consideration to using these assets to and the public

influcnce population distribution, But 1t
secms to me an extremely worthiwhilo sug=
gestion, and I am passing It on to the ap=«
propriate people in the Admintstration.
Certainly, the enormous leverage of federnl
procurement contracts could be put to use int
secking a more evenly distributed population
and full compliance with environmental pro=
toction programs, You will be glad to know
that an inter-ngency task force has been at
work on just this problem since before the

| STATINTL .
March 3'61‘5)959Xed For Re'&éﬁ%ﬁQQ@(Bﬁx’Aﬁ RECAIRPEAGHQAAGH

That Is, whites leave the publle achools,
schools founder for lack of
support. Moreover, when whites fleo the pub-
1le schools in search of predominantly white
schools in the suburbs, the central clty itself
becomes racially isolated.

“Theso aro not theoretical problems, but
actunl problems, They exist not just in the
realm of law, but In the rcalm of human at-
titudes and human behavior. They aro part
of the renl world, nnd we have to take ac-
count of them.”

One of the practical problems in trying

first of the year, and that we expect to have to abolish de facto segregation is that it en-

some initial
month's time,
I hope that this information ls useful,

proposals ready within 8

talls a wasteful diversion of respurces. Thus
a state court recently ordered all but uni-
form racial balance in the Los, Angelos

and that you will be in touch should you schools, and it 1s expected that it will cost

bave any further questions or suggestions,
With best wishes,
Sincerely,
wiLniam E, TIMMONS,
Assistant to the President.

————————

PRESIDENT NIXON COMMENDED

~ FOR DESEGREGATION STATEMENT

Mr. GRIFFIN, Mr.
.Street Journal recently commented on
President Nixon's statcment on school
desegresation. The tone of the editorial

. s set by the first paragraph which de=
scribes the President’s statement as ''s0
gensible that it makes some of the eriti-
cisms sound rather ludicrous.”
~Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the article, appropriately en-
titled “Rule of Reason,” be printed in
the RECORD. -

There being no objection the article
was ordered to be printed in the REcoORD,
as follows: .

RuLt OF REASON
The striking thing about the Presldent's

statement on descgreation ia its tonc—»a

profound concern for the problem coupled American tradition and that the opportunlt.yf

with a wholly realistic approach. So sensible
is it, in fact, that it makes some of the criti-
cisms sound raher ludricrous.

$40 mlliion the first year to lease buses, hire
drivers and pay operating expponges. How
much better if the money wero to be spent
to improve cducation.

In a deeper sense, insistonce on total inte-
gration derives from o mlisconception of tho
source of much of the trouble in the educa-

tion of Negroes. As the Presidential atate-

ment remarks, 1t 15 not primarily a matter
of race at all; rather, it ls & guestion of eco-

President, the Wall nomic ciass and environment. Quite simply,

a child from n very poor home, where there
are no books or magazines or newspapers of

‘parental encouragement to learn—that child |
likely to have difculty in achool

is all too
whether he is black or white.

Finnlly, to demand total intepration (as
distinguished from ending. de Jure segrega-
tion) 1s to overburden the schools. In Mr,
NWixon's words, the schools “have been ex-
pected not only to educate but also to ac-
-complish a soclal transformation. Children
In many Instances have not heen served, but

used—Iin what all too often has proved a -

tragically futile effort to achieve in the
schools the kind of multiracial soclety which
the adult community has tailed to achleve
for itsclf.”

We agree with the President that the call
for equnal educationm opportunity is in the

unquestionably can be extended at the same
time that the quality of the education Is be-
ing upgraded. But the process preeminently

The chlef objection of the critlcs s that requires wisdom, the kind of baslc common

- Mr. Nixon did not demand instant school in<
- tegratlon, But are they jistening to what he
satd? He s not backing away from the goal
of integration; indeed, he is providing con-
glderable sums to assist court-ordered de-

segregation and improve education in raclally -

impacted areas, North and South.
What Mr. Nixon does perceive is that in
distinguishing between de jure and de facto
segregation,
latter are awesome and almoat certainly not
susceptible to a purely Governmental solu-
tion.
Tiere is a Constitutional mandate, he
notes, that dual school systems and other
torms of de jure scgregation be eliminated
totally—and that 1s Administration policy as
*well. Within that requirement, however, s &
degree of flexibility, a “rule of reason’ per=
mitting achool boards to formulate desepre=
gation plans that best sult the needs of tholr
localities,
De facto segregation, stemming from hous=
ing patterns, s another matter altogether.
_The President holds it to be undesirable but
observes that it Is not generaily consldered
to violate the Constitution, Even 80, he seems
to encourage local school ofliclals to tako rea-
sonable steps, if they choose, to diminish
raclal separation, .
Mr. Nixon is especlally reallstic in discuss-
ing the dificulties ot doing away with de
facto segregation: “ ‘Racisl balance’ has been
discovered to be ncither a static nors finlte
condition; in many cases it has turned out
t0 be only s way station on the'
 segregation.” Sl
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the complexities involved in the
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sense the President's statement reflects.
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. "WE ARE NOW WAGING SECOND
INDO-CHINESE WAR

this comes’as no surprise to me. It is
what one would expect from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the leaders of the
alll powerful military-industrial com-
plex.
our Nation into a militarist state, Un-
fortunately, it appears that President
Nixon s yielding subservience to the
militarists in the same degree as did
President Johinson,

Now hendlined in the Washington
- Post we read that CGenecral Westmore-
land and other army leaders:fravor &
6-month delay in U.8, troop withdrawals
from Vietnam, ' '

Pentagon officials, of course, claim
that further withdrawal of ground forces
from Vietnam at this time should be
stopped so that our pacification pro-
.gram, &o-called, and Vietnamization

- program may continue. :
From 1961 to the present time, Ameri- -

can military forces have been occupying
Vietnam. There has been no Vietnamiza-
tion, so-called, of South Vietnam., The
militarists led by General Thieu and Air
Marshal Ky in oonirol ol the Balgon

. . Voot

. . f ’
R H

" hpndreds of
sought to reestablish their cruel but lush

Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. Mr. President, -

It is evident that they seek to move-

Government represettt

tion of the Vietnamese, They have ex-
cluded Buddhists and neutralists, s0-
called, from their militarist government
of Saipon. Theirs 1Is a corrupt regime,
South Vietnamese forces have no wiil to
fight, Its leaders are conlinuing the sup-
pression policies of the French colonial-
i{sts. Eighty percent of the men and
women of South Vietnam know that no
land reform, not even a semblance of
liberty has been offered them by the
Thieu-Ky administration and its prede-
€essors.

The Vietcong representing the Na-
tional Liberation Front have an ideal.
They are fighting for land reform and
for national liberation. While in Viet-
nam in 1065 and 1968 I learned that
B0 percent of the people living in the
Mckong Delta, south of Balgon, sup-
ported the National Liberation Front.
General Westmoreland and others of our
Joint Chiefs of Stafl by their actions
prove that the Baigon regime is in power
only by reason of the presence of the
ground and air forces of the United
States.

Mr. Nixon, as a candidate for the
Presidency, stated repeatedly he had a
secret plan to end our involvement in
Vietnam. That is still his sccret. The
facts are this war is now expanding and
the United States has now become in-
volved in what should be termed the
second Indo-Chinese war. The conflict
has spread beyond South Vietnam now.
Americans are fighting and dying in
Laos and we have invaded Cambodia.
Some Americans have been killed there
and this conflict is even threatening to -
extend into Thafland,

The first Indo-Chinese war was waged
by the French with the aid of John
Foster Dulles and President Eisenhower.

“When the Japanese suddenly left South- .

east Asia in the closing weeks of Wworld
. War 1I, the French immediately landed
thousands of troops and

Indo-Chinese empire. President Eisen-
nhower Instead of enforcing neutrality or
coming to the aid of the Vietnamese peo-
pi& seeking national liberation aided the
French with billions of dollars in war
supplies. He was restrained by action of
leading Senators in 1954 from commit-
ting our air power to relieve Dienbien-
phu. "Those orders secured on advice of
John Foster Dulles and his brother, then
head_of the CIA, were cancelled at al-
most the 1ast moment. Dienbienphu was
overrun on May 7, 1954. More than 12.-
000 French Foreign Legionnaires were
-capturcd.
‘ ‘Following the surrender, the Geneva
Apreement fixed 8 temporary demarca-
Aion line at the 17th parallel providing
this was not a national boundary but
.merely a temporary demarcation line. An
.election was promised for 1956. President
. Eisenhower, in his memoirs, stated that
Ho Chi Minh would have received 80
percent of the vote for President in both'-
sections of Vietnam, Our puppet Presi-
dent Diem cancelled the election. Then
the civil war in Vietnam was renewed.
Now we Americans are continuing the

.uzrudonolthemmh.mtut.tho
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Mansfield Emphasiies Oppositio
to Involverment in Camquia@

STATINTL

r Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01

B L
-

w *

S o e - 4 e ——-—

1

!
4

i

[

i
|

By WILLIAM D. JAMES ’}lwe helped Prince Sihanouk. The '

LS

Tribune Executive Edilor - 7 VY d
The Jines on Mike Mansticld’s | Sihanouk. he said.

#US. didn't send equipment to \

The war, he said, has forced ;'for almost 20 years that the U.S..']
the nation to ncglect critical "'should not allow ilsclf to be | '/

forehead dcepen and a look of
_great concern dominates his
- face as he discusses the dangers
_to the United

‘domestic problems.  Jured into Southeast Asian con-
" “In. other words, we can i Look at the domestic prob- . flicts. 1

! further our own interests bY |lems that have been aggravated  The scnator, a history pro-

- staying clear of the Cambodian |py the war, he commented 4 aw
" problems,” Mansfield added. | “Too much crime. Too much’ fessor at the University of Mon-

States of an ; "yi yhe U.S. gets nvolved in idrug addiction, Too much pol-

‘ tana before going to Congress in

_enlarged war in Indochina.

~ “We can’t afford to get in- |
_volved in a wider war there.”;
the Senate Majority Leader '

%said. -

.

i

Sen. Mansfield, who.left Great

: Washington, D.C., emphasized .
‘that he
involvement in the choatic
Cambodian situation that has

L ——

} Sihanouk.
{: “Prince Sihanouk, regardless |-

i the Cambodian chief of state 9

,who kept that nation together i

.and neutral,” Mansfield ex-

. plained. “It's quite possible that

i:Cambodian neutrality and solid-
; arity will be indangered now.”
. Mansfield pointed out that the
Viet Cong troops of South

_ Vietnam and North Vietnamese
forces already are engaging

.. Cambodian troops. . oA
¢ “Since the Cambodian army "
" I3 ill-trained and ill-cquipped, I
. would anticipate that the new
i: government will turn to the US.
y for help if it gets in trouble,
Mansfield said he does.

)
:
“

]
X

o

|

not l '

i .volved in Cambodia and cer- . .

¢ tainly should mnot send any |:

. s+ military aid to the new gov-:’
5 ernment there any @'nmﬁ

~ L
«J : o
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Falls Monday to return to.: b
i domestic proble
opposes any US. .-

"of one's feelings for him, was Y’

+Victnam: war was a mistake for

. think we should become in-:.

e
e
8¢
{700

“Y'fighting in Cambodia and Laos, {Jution. Too much unemploy-

_we face an enlargement of
- fighting in  Indochina rather

:.than the planned withdrawal of . resources poured into the hope-

" our military forces from Viet-
‘nam, Mansfield warned.

The U.S. has too serious
continue

to pouring

the 67-year-old senator bec

the cost of the Vietnam war.

«1t already has cost this
nation more than $100 billion,”
he said, “And, it has cost us
318,000 casualties of which 42,000
were Americans killed in com-

bat and 7,000 who lost their lives

in non-combat action.” .
“That’s far too high a price
to pay for fighting in an area in
which we have no vital
interest.” :
Mansficld makes no bones:
about the fact that he thinks the

the U.S. from the beginning.
The Senate majority leader,

who is on the rccord as having

advised Presidents Eiscnhower,

about the dangers of being’

the war has been a conﬁnuinz
agedy for, this, natlon il

.

)

!

ms it must face! Mansfield said he was cértai

b ourithat the Clé=~(Central In-
" manpower and resources in

2’ Southeast Asian wars, he added.
-resulted from the recent over- i~

A The calm, scholary voice otl
." throw of Prince Norodom |:

ame
more intense as he discussed his Southeast Asian policies and -He was 14 then and wanted to
2 particularly for his planned. participate in World War L

L A
g

‘| Mansfield was

Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon .

lured into Indochina wars, said :

+1943, knows many of the top
| Southeast Asian leaders per-

I sonally, having met them on his
'less war could have been spent |

Presidential trips or at numer-
ous conferences he attended.
{to much better advantage on |
. domestic problems, S

“tnent. Too much inflation.”
¢ Mansfield said the money and

His interest in Asia goes back to :
'[\ e days he was stationed in |
"\ /Asia as a member of our armed
forces. He served as an enlisted
man in the Navy, Army and
Marines after running away
. from his Great Falls home when
he was an eighth grade student.

1
]
[ IR
*

telligence ‘Agency) did not play |
any part in Prince Shanouk's
overthrow,

He lauded President Nixon for

|
|

.:?.';'1 B

'Edi'i'dm\val of U.S. forces from *
"Vieiram, and for not letting the '
{nation ez} involved in the fight-
# ., s and Cambodia. 0]
“Tre Scrate majority leader, '
lavhiowledged as the top Con- !

i gronsional ‘authority on the Far .

East and Southeast Asia, is a
frequent visitor to the White
{House to confer with President ;
Nixon just as he was during the
administrations of Presidents ;
Johnson and Kennedy. 5
asked by
'President Nixon to visit'
Southeast Asia last.August. He
had made similar trips at the
request of Presidents Roosevelt, .
‘Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy
and Johnson, ' LI
_ Mansfield has warned the na-:% . -

s
. ) v R

.
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The Deepening Quagmire

It would e ironic (though not ton
surprising) if there were any {ruth

¢ to the rwnors that the coup which

ousted Prince Sihanouk from power
in Cambodia was engincered with the
aid of the CIA. Ironic hecause it
looks more and more as though the
change of command in that mixed-up

country is bad news for the United

States.

hupelﬁcia]ly, to be sure; this might
not scem fo be the case. The leaders
of the Cambodian coup profess to he
considerably more anti-Communist
than the deposed prince and much
more inclined toward cooperation with

. Saigon and Washington, Indeed they

are already soliciting more military
aid from the United States.

But this is precisely what the Nix-
on administration shouldn't want at
this juncture if it is really serious
about trying to disengage in Vietham
and reduce its commitments clse-
where in Southeast Asia. Prince Si-
hanouk, a determined neutralist, was

i serving our purposes relatively well
© by trying to curb through diplomatic

rather than military means the in-

; cursions on-his territory by North

R PSR

Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces, He
wasn't enjoying enormous success in
this undertaking, hut he was at lcast
managing to keep the situation from
hoiling over. '

His sucecessors aren’t able to do even
that. They are no betier eguipped
than the prince was to drive out the
Communist forces by military means,
and they ohviously aren’t able or in-
clined to try to do so by dlplomallc

{
|
!

means. Morecover, in the process of
chasing out the prince, they have add- ;
ed greatly to their internal insecurity, l
because Sihanouk was a popular mon- |
arch whose cfforts to return to power-:
seem hkoly to .trigger a full- scale

“eivil war in’ which his own supporters

will BE allies of the Commumst in-:
truders. i

To complicate matters further ‘
there is abundant cvidence that thxs{
situation is not at all displeasing to‘
the Thieu-Ky regime in Saigon, which |
hds no'real inter est whatever in seeing '
the United Statcg reduce its military
commitments in -Southeast Asia. Al-} i
ready the South Vietnamese are tak- l
ing advantage of the changed picture
by conducting raids across the border
against Viet Cong forces which are
holed up in Cambodia—a praclice
which Prince Sihanouk, in accordance
with his neutrality policy, did not per-
mit. If this tends to cnmesh the
United States more deeply in the
Southeast Asia guagmire, one can be

sure that it hothers the Saigon gen- |

crals not one whit.

The big question is whether Presi-
dent Nixon can resist the pressure
to get sucked in. It will be an acid
test of his professed “low-profile” !
policy—and an acid test of his com-
mon sense. For if there is one thing
which the current mess in Cambodia
reaffirms heyond contradiction, it is
the absolute folly of supposing that
Ameritan military power can effec-}
tively shape for our own purposes the 4
course of cvents in that chaotlc corner |
of the earth. : }

—_— : o
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{f Our Fwends Ignore Souﬂneas# Asia,
‘We Can' Be Expecied fo Enlarge War

3

considerable headway in their new moves :
in Southeast Asia. In' Laos, despite our .
.token efforts, the North Vietnamese and
l Laotlan ‘Reds are advancing without much

that was started with the ouster of Prince |

4 ' Sihanouk is not going as well as the new |

govemment had expected, and the prmce

support ;
. v e [ ] o |

PRESIDENT NIXON has indicate d
' through his top aides that this country will -

't is not known how much, if at all.. the

f CIA has been operating.

Ry

It seems obvious now that the North
' Viethamese have felt stalemated in South

| Vietnam, or they might even have felt

PR

‘a convenient refuge just over’ tho. South ;
, Vietnamese bordery v\ it i it

_they were losing ground. To change the :

- focus, they decided to activate their some- -

\ what dormant Laos invasion. Then the *,
. . Cambodian ouster sprang into being, with ¥
ﬁthe new government there ordering the *

- removal of North Viefnamese' and . Vlet"-
Cong troops, ‘which had found Cambod:a

v \dﬂdﬂn;u} Mﬁsﬁ.&u
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The Communists seem to be makmg .

" difficulty. In Cambodia, the neutralization

' is operating from Peking with Red Chinese : g

not expand its participation in Laos, whem =

\/ l{;the CIA has been conducting its own , _Asla. i likely to bring a pohte rejection..'
: ~civlhan Wir, and into Cambodia, where
<-',,, That would leave us with a clear cone ;

e mu thp prlncipal
! l ¥, e o)

STATINTL

)

OF COURSE, we would like to see the
Communists stopped in all three of those’
- countries. But do we want to give further
.-‘'support to the weak Laotian and Cam-
». bodian forces, which is apparently part
" of the Commurist strategy to re-lgnite
- gHe internal strife m this country?

s‘-

The answer is certamly no, we will not
allow our involvement to spread unilateral-
"1y to bolster regimes that seem unable to

\'"- muster enough domestic support to hold :

~back the Communist advances. What we
” can do is call on other leading powers to
- join in the effort with us. Such a move,

considering the recent history of Southeast

, science in refusing to extend ourselves.
% The move also would worsen the North'
| Vietnamese position, ‘because, after being”
. badly ~weakened in the South Vietnam
* struggle, they would "&ve new debnhtat.mg

’ . fronts on whnch to ‘aight.

’

[

. ' 1
).', NO ONE WANTS -to see Cambodia or .
'Laos fall to the Communists, but the Reds® {

- move toward that end, whether or not’;

- successful,- could improve our chances of ) -
/ withdrawal from South Vietnam, which is

aim_of our peopiqd
M Jt——n-l“*"f'&'-uﬁm-.n
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 Patsy for a Plot

If the _gﬁ,had been or was inclined to sid
with those Cambodians who depased Prince
Sihanouk, we imagine it would have been" _

* * rather more discreet than to chioose a cafgo‘_\ : ;
" of heavy aerial bombs as its contribution to - ‘ !
the insurrectionists. LT
But as it happened the hijacked Columbia |
Eagle was letting down anchor in the sanc-.
tuary of Cambodian waters while the ouster ,
of Sihanouk was taking place. The opportunity |
o was not missed by Communist propagandists. -

. Immediately there were claims. that the hi- { \/

PEPRPEDNE N W

)

jacking of the Columbia Eagle was an elab-
orate plot by the CIA to divert a 'bomb-laden-J\
American merchantman to the new govern- ;
ment in Phnom Penh. ‘ S ¢
The two young revolutionaries who coma,}
-mandeered the vessel at gunpoint were furious ‘
when a British journalist suggested this theory 3

- to them. They were anti-Vietnam war, anti-
f U.S., anti-CIA and pro-SDS, they protested, 3
arguing that their deed should speak for it~ |

self. Of course it should. And it has been more

successful than the naive hijackers realize/

r-i : .
“The 500- and 750-pound bombs (which fche h
- jackers mistook for napalm) have bet?n denied
U.S. war planes operating out of Thﬁxland and
the hijacking itself has made much, 1f.clum§y, i
' propaganda against the foes of Sihanouk.
And Phnom Penh hasn't helped matters by !
.refusing to release the ship. '

— v - e canbmam ne e rpaierana il G e e v b
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el Now lIs the Time: "

The U.S. and its allies in South--
cast Asia today have the opportunity
of smashing the communists operat-
.ng from their base country, North
y Vietnam, if they will but face up to -

{the realities of the situation. This is

|

!

mam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand
|'as well as the United States.

| " Nonetheless, by aggressive strate-

|gv and employing & relative minimum -
'¢f forces, they have the capability of
|winning startling new victories in
tLaos, Cambodia and possibly Thai-
:1and unless something is done to de--
feat this design.

)
from the northern part of South Vietd
nam in the vicinity of the DMZ, alsa
west into Laos to cut off the Ho C'hj

‘Minh trail, plus immediate resumption
"of concentrated bombing of North
Vietnam including Hanoi and Haip,
\partioularly true of the United States. --

The North Vietnamese are in pre-

learious position; they are over-extend- ed 40,000 American lives to the prin-

'ed and over-committed and facing a .ciple of containing communism ip

"host of actual enemies: South Viet- - Sgutheast Asia, now cannot afford ta

hong.’

This country, since it has commit

-gtand around idly .and merely de

in Laos and Cambodia while, today's -

-reports indicate, seeking to bluff South™
.Vietnam and the U. 8. by feints in the

.South Vietnam. _ ‘
» " But counterstrikes coordinated by

‘other allied countries can thwart the

‘communist’s plans if they will be used.

{These include attacks from the south-
‘east, in the southern portion of South
'Vietnam, west into Cambodia against

| ‘if it does not, we may see
{the. Noxth . Vietnamese forces there; - '

. fend its own situation in South Vieti
~ nam; for the North Vietnamese hav

seized upon the reluctance of Washy
ington to intrude militarily into Laod

“and Cambodia, and has embarked o '
“an ambitious plan to outflank ouj

position in South Vietnam and tak¢

.-these countries by force, now that the

S . ~_~*peutralist”  Cambodian premier,
" They are pushing to new conquests

Prince Sihanouk, has shown his true
colors (which were visible all along),
The Joint Chiefs of Staff — and

+ not the CIA — should at once proceed

*long-standing main theater of War, ‘o impIeWent a coordinated strategiq

plan for employing all the military

. _torces of these little nations seeking
‘the U. S. with South Vietnam and the

to preserve their independence as well
28 the military power of the United
States. R
If ‘America will but act now, the
long Vietnam war may soon be over;
more years
'Of.itahe_ad, bf M '«';‘:'—-"u""}-; L *»
AR e SR K e S SR SR, AR - .
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The London Times reported that -
Cambodia had'changed its mind and
decided to release the American ! -

. - munitions ship Columbia Eagle, /

hijacked into Cambadian waters two

. weeks ago. The paper veported from

* Phnom Penh that Communist dllalo-
mats. there charged that the arrlval - /
of. the ship was part of a Central
Intelligence Agency plot to give the -
new Cambodian government small,
ayms and ammunition. | "~ - ¢

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000400220001-6

e T g, AW Ry g T 7



Approved For Release 2000/08/16 :

Approved For éeleaée 2000/08/16 - CIA-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6

! MIAMI, FLA.
| NEWS

i E - 93,538
',;_. MAR3 0 1970

bl

l‘, - In wutheasi; Asia - B

[
i Events in Cambodia and Laos "
: tend to confirm' the fear that the

! Vietnam war is spreading across

| the entire Southeast Asxan s thet I'os had seemed content to

- hang on to the Plain of Jars until

penmsula

“  Prince Norodom Sihanouk of
+ Cambodia was considéred some-

: thing of a liability to the Ameri- .

¢ f can side because he tolerated the

. use of his country as a sanctuary

\by the Viet Cong and North

| Vietnamese. His overthrow by a -
"band of generals might have -
"been considered a development - -

.in our favor,

;'_ It might have been, except -
!that the prince apparently has a - +.
rwide following among the Cam-
.bodian public, which is rallying -

‘to support him and getting all-

'th s help it needs, of course, from -

the LCommunists, -

Many knowledgeable Wash- - -

ington commentators believe the

‘State Department was generally

surpnsed when the " generals

"not involved i in the ed

‘American public, and Congress 3
as well, 'have been deceived for -
food long about our, lnvolvement in ‘-

e

We re oettmb deeper

- in Cambodia and Laos cannot be
o ascribed entirely to outside in-
- fluences. In each country there
.. is a strong element of internal

- STATINTL
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Laos, Cambodia and Thalland
that an objective judgment js

In.Laos, the Commumst Pa-

f

k

. !
 difficult. 1

l

A

U.S. forces helped the loyalists ‘

" drive them out, Now North Viet. !

nam troops are poised at the’
border and the Laos government '

.- fears an invasion.on top of lts
-internal difficulties.

As in Vietnam, the dlsorders

discontent and civil warfare."
-U.S. prospects for imposing a |

. Western style government in

any of those countries are slim i

- indeed and would prove costly i m l

the extreme,
The question is whether the

'Nixon administration, obsessed

with protecting our position in

" Vietnam, will stumble into two,
took over and that the CIA was :

more quagmires as sticky as the1

-first. We earnestly. hope' Presi-:
_dent Nixon has learned some-'

thing from the experiences ot his:
immedia redeces ors. S
te p: et

NS et * ol bl

aors Do b
)
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“HE WAR IN VIETNAM 'STATiN"fL.

. Aumlat;l l'nu'.
Running out of cards: Amid riots at home, Sihanouk meets Chou .

20N VIETNAM TO INDOCHINA

The War Spills Over as Sihanouk Falls and the Communists Advance in Laos

. lone among the nations of Indochina, major military engagements were ‘taking - from Laos, it looked, for once, as though

Cambodia had escaped engulfment-. place across the length and breadth of ~the Royal Laotian Army had chosen to”

., by war, surviving from one crisis to the . the Indochinese peninsula. With the aid “putupa real fight. And even if the Com-
Z:pext in a precarious state of neutrality - of South Vietnamese artillery called in by - munists should eventually take over the
-nursed along by the nimble diplomacy of  U.S. spotter plancs, several Cambodian . country, Secretary of Defense Melvin

“a voyal ruler. “I'll keep mancuvering as  battalions Jaunched an offensive against  Laird vowed to continue U.S. bombings.
long as I have cards in my hand,” Prince . Vict Cong and North Victnamese units Nor was the shift to the right in Cam-
Norodom Sihanouk once said. “First a lit-  holed up along the border with South  bodia necessarily a plus for Washington.
tle to the left, then a little to the right,  Victnam, ‘In Lnos, Communist forces Just before the peripatetic Sihanouk left
" And when I have no more cards lo play, ~ smashcd across the Plain of Jars and = Moscow for Peking last week, Soviet
T'll stop.” Last week, Sihanouk’s cards were battering at the two key U.S.- Premier Aleksci Kosygin warncd that the ..
were called by his own hand-picked Par- - supported strongholds of Sam Thong and  bloodless coup in Phnom Penh “could

. fiament, which unanimously ousted the Long Cheng (map, page 32). And by spark a war between Cambodia and .

. Prince from his job as Cambodia’s Chicf  the weekend, Thailand had léapt into  North Victnam.” Once in China, where
fof State. And, in the wake of this stun-  the fray by disputching, aboard U.S, air- ‘he was g’reeted effusively by . Premier |
ning devclopment, diplomats were won-. craft, hundreds of rcgular troops to shore . Chou Ern-lai, Sihanouk charged that his
dering whether a nzw game might not  up the beleaguered Laotian base at Long .- ouster had been engincercd by lhew
“be shaping up for Cambodia’s warring  Cheng. Suddenly, as in the days of the C.LA. and hinted that he might try to?
- neighbors as well. French, the war in Vietnam_had spilled  stage a counter-coup. But whether the
Sthanouk’s downfall came amidst a be- ‘over all boundary lines and had become Communists would like to see Sihanouk
 wildering rush of events that poszd astill " a naked struggle to achieve predomi back in power was open to question. For .

imponderable threat to the Nixon Ad- nanceover all of Indochina (page 34). _with the Prince out, the way mi ht now
pondetan, h ¢ & : & .
ministration's carefully nurtured plans for. - But if the dominoes were teetering, : be open for the North Vietnamese Army
a gradual withdrawal from South Viet- no one . could predict which way they to impose its will on Cambodia.
nam. For the first time in recent memory, might fall, Despite the discouraging news, For the moment, in short, nothing
T T Ao e Yy I TN TR e
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.No Esc lai'uon

The cltwen is plettv much in 'c’he

dark so far as war in Cambodia is’
(concemed because few. persons. know;l

‘what is going on hchind the scenes.
That has been true of the war in V.d ‘
nam and the war in Laos. ' "

"The citizen knows what the W1111
Houqe is saying and knows what tha
*.various competing pohtlclans ‘and gen-

. erals are saying in, Gambodia, In short,
. the public knows w]mt's on the surface.-
" But what is not known is what is going’

' on in secrecy — what'is being done,

‘for example,. by the CIA. -Are we,
- petting into deeper ‘trouble” w1thout
- realizing it? No one knows but the
few who ~are directly. involved. The' ‘

: _ ! President himself could be decelved ,

L e i~ The one thing that is certain is; = /... o

- % 7. [ that our people will not be happy sboutt{ - - o e LN

o L ‘any escalation of war in Cambodia, If{ -~ .. .. .00

s . our citizens were enthusiastic about

: the war in Vietnam it. could easily be) -

7 1-avgued that we should he waging an{ =

" §i-all-out war in Cambodia (as: well as} "

..l Laos) because, for example, 40,000 to!

+| 60,000 North Vietnamese troops héve

“heen using the border jungles of Cama!

-t bodia for years ag. sanctuaries .from:
« .. | Which, to . strike : agamst Amerlcan -
VL Imces in” South. Vletnam 0

U ke The situation js, in asense, s1m1’lar

T P'ta -that. during. the Korean. war ‘when

NIRRAN *the UN fortes were fighting with: one

A vie 7y ¥ hands tied: behmd their’ back. because] -

P -‘they refmmed from sending: ‘bombers | : -
i across the line: intp. Chma,iwhere thel.
‘Chmese “were: enJoymg . sanctuary.q

5 . (One’ dif ffevence is that. had :we gone|

," ‘mto China we would ‘have: taken -on|

. Lione”of* the biggest 'and:perhaps the| ' .

2 .mast istubborn nation in ‘the world.)| ..
<ot e JTheronly ‘people’ who' want-us tof -

e - ¢ escalate war in Cambodia and Laos are|

;2 lk thoserwho believe that no matter how | -
‘L-We go. about it we must, at all costs,] ..
" p,'decisively . defeat ('ommumstc' where-

e - avor- they xear, their. heuds in .South-;

’. east Asia;If what 'is imperative is'
“ American, military - victory .in- South<
‘east  Asia. then we :should:. ‘be ‘wagingl °

ot Bgfullscale way in Cambodm, Laos and{
cee ) every other country in which,  there
C are Communist factions .. that mlght-

k‘ ‘constitute a threat,: .

- But. _very- few. American citizens : s
want to" pull out. of war in Vietnami * .3
lonly ‘to..get deeper” and- deeper into} ‘. .07
+war fn-Cambodia or: Lnos. It is hoped] % .-
“that President Nixon is '‘making 't by o
{-point. ‘cléat to any and all: persons in’

%‘#?@ﬁo{dﬁl “;&tﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ&mhomooomozzoom &

ol and Laoss s Ll o
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.Cambodia Slips
‘Toward Ldge !

i
'Ot Civil War
|

By Wesley Pruden, Jr.
: FroM PHNOM PENI ¢

f You would never guess it from the‘

slothful pace of this sleepy little capital, |
© But, last week, the risk of a Communist- !
« abetted, Laos-style civil war in Cambodia ;
I was growing—and growing fast. ;
. __What happens here depends in large |
; measure on the decisions being made by "

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, ousted in a:

bloodless coup, by his shaky successors, ..
' and by the Communist leaders of Hanol, ',

'Developments inside and outside Cam-
. bodia last week seemed to be pushing
;- this Buddhist kingdom into the same kind i
| of internal warfare that has long plagued '
* neighboring Laos and South Vietnam.
i

Along the Cambodian border with South |
_ Vietnam, Communist Viet Cong troops re- :
: portedly attacked Cambodian unlts, and.
. as close a5 35 miles from the Cambodian i
‘capital Viet Cong agents organized an '
"antigovernment demonstration in apro-|
-vincial capital., South Vietnamese andl
Cambodian forces in -the border areas '
: were collaborating in assaults upon Viet ,
‘Cong and North Vietnamese troops using
I Cambodia as a sanctuary from the Viet~
inam fighting. ‘ )

The North Vietnamese and Viet Cong '
-withdrew thelr diplomats from Phnom;
: Penh, scotching hopes of the new Cam- i
tbodian rulers that they could negotiate :
iwith the Communists for the removal of
-the 40,000 to 60,000 Communist troops en- :
fcamped in the nation’s eastern border- !
. lands,
| And in Peking, Prince Sihanouk an- !

1

2

inounced that he was forming a “nation- i"and co-operation between the two coun-

ial liberation army” in Cambodia. He !
-urged the Cambcdian people to Initiate
‘'guerrilla  warfare’’
‘Cambodian government. Though Russla b
‘,and Red China refrained from openly en. i
jdorsing the prince’s war cry, North Viet- P
inam and the Viet Cong pledged *'full sup- .
;port’ to the prince. {
| Despite all the shouting and shooting, |
this city seemed unperturbed. An anec- |
:dote illustrates this city’s attitudes,

i One morning last week, a guest at Le {
.Royal Hotel leaned across the reception .
‘desk, winked at the dark and slender girl

nearby tahle. The clerk had just taken!
sthe portralt down from a place of honor \|

. cashler’s cage.

;&nd appropriate prominence behind thei£

i and out for

against the new i

- Jeopardize the new

} i
1behind it, and pointed toward a portrait'j‘..';amz""“on (SEATO).

of Prince Slhanouk lying forlornly on a;; -

STATINTL

a flne souvenir of your country.
look great in my bathroom.”

The girl nodded at the portralt, and '
furned to gaze through a chill morning '
rain falling on the streets. She was think- - )
Ing about it. Finaily- she shook her head. . K

““Your offer is'kind and generous,” she .
sald. “But I think not. We might need the -
portrait again.” . - S

Although the clerk, like all good Cams- N
bodians last week, went through the mo- ;
tlons of switching loyalty and vowing
eternal fealty to a new government, she,
like all ‘prudent Cambodians, kept her;l?

fingers crossed. And her options open. ]

In fact, no one in all of the volatile"
Indochinese peninsula was willing to count !
the erratic and flamboyant prince down :
good, Nelther the Thals nor
the Vietnamese, Cambodia’s closest and -
most natural rivals and those who would~
seem to have the most to gain from a’ ,
rightist government here, were quite® - !
ready to celebrate, or even to crow, . i

‘Didn’t Say By Whom' ]

Vietnamese Vice President Nguyen o
Cao Ky, an old hand at the business of .
crafting coups, professed no surprise that
Sihanouk had fallen. Soberly he added the
obvious: “It could lead to civil war, and
if that happens the Cambodians are vule'
nerable to being taken over.” He didn't'
say by whom. . ’ :

The next day Ky sent formal greetings.
to the new chief of the Cambodian state,”
Cheng Heng, and such care was taken to.
say the right thing that his cablegram'
was released, then called back for more.
editing. The message that finally got to.
Phnom Penh (which Is pronounced as' if-
it were spelled Nom Pen) was warm, but' -
without so much as a hint of glee. r.

““Recent events In Cambodia show the.
determination of the Khmer people “in-
safeguarding independence and natidnal
soverelgnty,” Ky said, adding that “This.
is also the will of the Vietnamese -people

It will i
{

© In the struggle against Communists in the;

bast few years. Therefore I hope this com.:
non sense Is basic in uniting friendship

tries.” .
Bangkok's Position v !
A few hours later Bangkok (which like '
Saigon does not maintain diplomatic res
lations with Cambodia) all but ruled ouf
any sort of military help to the new “re--
gime. A spokesman for the Thai govern- -
ment agreed that Sihanouk’s threat to.!
return to organize a guerrilla war might , -
government, but even '
s0 Phnom Penh should seek help from a.
“third country” (the United States) or.,
through the Southeast Asia Treaty Or-; . .
- y
The betting here 1s that the new re- :
glme has a fair chance to survive if the
Cambodians—or Khmers, as they pre..
fer to call themselves—tail to heed Sthane -

oOuk’s pileas. .

o L = : ' 1000400220001-6
or éﬁgmg}mﬁyggﬁﬁkﬁgnommﬁ : Gl A-RP RSO AMBAIR 00e.

Biirred far more concern elsewhere than '

. y
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NEW TRIAL ASKED
*FOR GREEN BERET

L S ——

Defonse Says Vital Witness
- Was Ordered Away

-

Speclal to The New York Times,

/ Lawyers for Capt, John J. Mc-
Carthy, convicted of murder in

Vietnam in 1968, have appealed -

for a new trial, charging that
the Army deliberately ordered
a-vital defense witness away
from the briginal trial because
his testimony might reveal the
extent of secret American. oper-
ations in Cambodia. :

Papers filed with the Army
. Court of Military Review stated’

‘that the witness, Lieut, Col.
"Sully H. Fontaine, then a major,
was. well acquainted with Cap-
tain McCarthy, his Green Beret
-operations and his dealings
with a Cambodian sect dedi-
t cated to the overthrow of the

-legitimate government of Cam-|

- bodia, the Khmer Serai.

- The paper also said that
Colonel  Fontaine, *“possessed
unique evidence about the al-
leged victim and knowledge of
how to obtain certain evidence”

Although Colonel Fontaine's

classified, information from
Pentagon sources and an earljer
unclassified statement disclosed
some dectails surrounding the
case,

Colonel Fontaine app
arrived at his Longbi
South Vietn
Christmas and attempted to

arently.
nh post in

! 1 reach Captain McCarthy, whom
WASHINGTON, March 28—{

he had known since 1960 when
the "captain scived under him
.in the 10th Special Forces in
:Germany, ! .

He was questioned by mili-
tary authorities about the na-
ture of the testimony he would
£ive but was denied perinission
to .get in touch with Captain
McCarthy, Although e was at-
tached to the 18th Brigade of
the military police Corps in
Saigon, Colonel Fontaine was
carrying out a classified mission
of his own, and “it was decided
that due to the nature of my
own mission, the time frame
and the emergency situation
created by the Tet offensive,
I should pursue my own mission
and because “of that would not
be available for the trial.”

/* Not Aware of Offer

The trial of Captain McCar-
thy was held in late January
although defense counsel was
not.aware of Coloncl Fontaine's
offer to help or his existence
as a possible witness,

“and testimony from the Khmer|

During the trial, counsel at-
tempted to subpoena two Cam-

.detailed sworn statement is|,

am shortly after.

STATINTL

" % Not Well Publicized

They also question whether
~the Army would have prosecut-
“ed Captain McCaxthy if his case
“had become as well publicized
as one involving the commander
of the 5th Special Forces. In
that case, the Army dismissed
the charges on Sept. 29 for lack
of available C.IA. witnesses.

The court found Captain Mc-
‘Carthy guilty and sentenced
him to hard labor for life. But,
in a move that Pentagon and
- Army officlals agree: was rare,
- he was not discharged or strip-
ped of his rank,

After he returned to the
United States to begin serving
his - sentence, he tecelved an
award and.a medal from the
Khtier Scrai, appareatly for
. some-service they, feit he had

done ‘for, them, .

Since the trial, a succession
of reviews has reduced the cap-
itain’s sentence to 20 years. He
has. been relcased from the
Leavenworth Disciplinary bar~
racks under a process similar
“to personal bail,’and he is now )
serving ‘at.an Army post.near

hjs home'in AriZona, "’

——ar i ;\'.\-'\’AM

Serai, i bodians who had worked for
. Captain McCarthy's lawyers: the- Green Berets along - with

asserted that when Colonel Fon- i
: taine told his superior that he!
ihad this evidence and could

testify for the defense, he ‘'way,

.advised by a superior officer,
* Lieut. Col, Solley, not to make

his presence known to the ap-

.pellant and was thus rendered
-unavailable to the defense at
“trial.” oo

Suppression Charged :
The appeal for a new trial:
talso charged that a report by,

- the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation had been kept hidden]

'from the defense and that aj

; prosecution expert witness had!
changed parts of his testimony;

‘crucial to the prosecution’s::

case.

An Army spokesman refused
to comment on the charges, He
said that the law forbade the
Army to comment on a case un-

_der'l judicial review., A formal
‘Teply in coyrt is expected i
dved For Rel

calAppifoved F

the alleged victim.

~The Army denied that it had
the .power 1o force these men
‘to testify since they were not
. United States citizens. How-
Jever, it was not denled that
.the two Cambodians were then
working for. a secret Amcrican
agency. :

Defense Department sources
‘Indicated that it was possible
. that Coloncl Fontaine was more
deeply involved than Captain
McCarthy in the intelligence
work in which the Green Berets
‘and: the CGentral Intelligence
‘Agency used Cambodians for
s missions in their own country.
' These sources believe that
;the- Army would have preferred
[to drop the charges against
1Captain ‘McCarthy rather than
Jet -Colonel Fontaine, who has
‘a long and colorful history with
the Special Forces, testify about
American. involvement in Cam-
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° Eyewitness insi

The Ifand In Between: The Cam-
bo.dlan Dilemma, by Maslyn
Williams  (William Morrow,
N.Y., 1970, 241 pp. $795)

By TOM FOLEY !

Maslyn Williams' book on Cam- ,
quxa, “The Land In Between,”
will probably have its success
assured by the recent pro-U.S.
. militaty coup in that small
Southeast Asian kingdom, which
" ousted Pince Norodom Sihanouk,
the legal chief of state.

- Williams, an Australian writer
on Asian politics, is no Wilfred
Burchett. But he did spend part
of 1969 in Cambodia, and his
book contains many insights into
the situation which has erupted -
into the headlines.

Cambodia has for long been
the envy of its neighbors, who
would like to seize and annex
R parts or all of it. The country
. 1s one of Asia’s ‘rice-bowl”

areas, and is probably unique
in that it produces enough food

-to feed its own seven million
people, 80 percent of them small
independent peasants (there is
no feudal landlord class in Cam-
bodia), , .
" As Williams points out, Cam-
bodia is thinly populated for an

Asian country. It least half its

area is forest, and a good part.

of the remainder is grazing
* land.
" Not only Thailand and’ the

- Saigon regime would like to -

take over this rich land, but
_ Williams notes that U.S. and
" Australian interests are eager
to ‘‘develop” the country's tim-
ber and grazing land. The great-
er part of this *‘undeveloped’
land lies along the Thai border
: to the west and in the north-
east, where Cambodia, Laos and
South Vietpam come together.
Williams visited the latter re-
gion, where the U.S. and Saigon
claim that a so-called “Sihanouk
trail” runs, where thousands of
*Vietcong' are supposed to be
hiding, and where the *North
Vietnamese' are alleged to have

‘an airfield to fly a supply air-

lift into South Vietnam. Since

* Williams shows an open pro-

~

U.S. bias throughout the book,
his remarks are worth noting
here:

“On the question of the air- :
strip . . . . at the time of my ' willlams found it a sleepy little
visit it was overgrown with port with one Japanese frieghter
head-high grass. As for the road ; unloading its cargo in one of the
that ‘takes five-ton trucks,’ I six docks. More important, how-
talked to three men who drove ever, for understanding the eco-
along it in a Landdrover and nomic basis of some of the re-

had to walk the last two miles cent political events is the fact
to the border with their heads that the Cambodians were just

ght'info ™" -
‘Cambodia

bent to avoid overhanging jungle
growth. o g

1 walked a short way into
the forest, on some of the small-
er tracks and found them over-
grown to an extent that prevent-
ed the passage of a car, and
noted (with some disquiet) that
they were marked with elephant
and other animal tracks ‘that
had not been overprinted by any .
wheeled vehicle, other than' a
bicycle, for several weeks at’
least.” -

This is the **Sihanouk trial’* of
legend and story, through which

. hundreds of trucks are supposeq

to roar daily down from Hanoi
into South Vietnam bearing tons
of supplies—according to the

. U.8.-Saigon Psychological War-

fare Operations Center in down-
town Saigon!
There is a minor rebellion of

finishing the last 60 miles of,
railroad to tie in Sihanoukville:
with the capital of Phnom Penh.
"Nearly all of Cambodia’s ex-
port trade has to go along the
Mekong River. Williams wriles:
At present it is the Americans

who, dominating the politics of

-Saigon, hold the -strings that

could strangle Cambodia’s trade."

The new port of Sihanoukville

and the railroad, when complet-!
-ed, would have ended that U.S.""
threat forever and would have*
given Cambodia an economic in-"
dependence it had never known"
previously. As in Ghana in 1966,

the U.S. struck before this “take
olf point” was reached.

There is much more in this
book worth reading, particularly
.about the Cambodian past and
the ancient civilization of Ang-
kor. Neither Sihanouk nor the

sorts going on in this corner of Cambodian people can . under
Cambodia, inhabited by simple stood without refercnce to the
tribal people. Reports from terrible history which saw the!
U.S.-Saigon sources claim it is 8 Cambodian empire destroyed, its !
*Communist” led revolt headed People sold into slavery, and its
by Vietnamese Communists and temples and palaces (like Ang-’
is a bent on overthrowing Siha- Kkor) left to revert back to jun-
nouk. Williams' comment on this 8le. : A

I think, is devastating: *But , Many people, including their
how isiit that so many of the Afellow Asians, find the Cambo-
rebels are armed with American { dians a difficult people to get to
weapons supplied by the CIA.?7'\ know—enigmati¢, like the smile

Williams’ chapter on Sihanouk- - carved on the faces of the sta.

ville, Cambodia’s new port city tues found at Angkor after cen-
on the G?,of Thailand, is par- turies of being hidden. This book
ticularly 4hteresting in view of should help to clear up some of
the U.S.-Saigon charge that the themysteryof Cambodia, . ;
"Vietcong’ reccive 85 percent of T e
their supplies through it, tons"
and tons every day. '
First of all, Sihanoukville has

*no cranes and all supplies must

be laboriously unloaded by hand.

STATINTL
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Cambedia I'r

By Stanley Kamow

Washington Post Forelgn Service
A HONG KONG, March 27
- The Chinese Communists

. are striving to implicate the

MUnited States in the ouster

}-of Prince Norodom Sihan-
‘ouk as Cambodia's chief of
}state in an apparcnt effort .
“to ‘discrcdit, the new Phnom
- Penh regime’s proclaimed
+ allegiance to neutrality.
Referring to alleged cov-
ert Amecrican operations in '
Cambodia in the past, an of-
'.-ﬁcial New' China News
Agency commentary trans-
~ mitted here today accused:
the United States of having,
' “glways” regarded Sihan- i
E‘ bling block” to Its policy of .,
| “aggression and .war !
i “Asia
Consequently, the agency

SI

-

e

; tactics” aimed at subverting
i the prince’s authority.
. Among these tactics, the
. Chinese statement claimed,
, were U.S, plots to overthrow
# Sihanouk and American-sup-’
ported military intrusions:
i into Cambodia by South Vi-
i* etnamese and Thai troops. '
i When the prince was in
Paris carlier this month,
-tht; Peking . commentary
_said, “U.S. imperialism even
. took the opportunity - to:
instigate the rightist group'
of Cambodia to stage thei
coup d'etat” that deposed
him on March 18. Y
~_ Sen. Mike Mansfield (D-}
~Mont.) who has been one of |
_ Sihanouk’s leading Ameri-'
can admirers, affirmed fol-:
. lowing the coup that the
. United  States was not in-;
volved in the Prince's re-,
;. moval, *Il glve you my,

e

13

© ————

11
¢

Approved For-Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP86-01601R0004002£0001—6

| . Judging from
dence available here, there cambodlan parentage,

ouk’s neutrality “as a stum-' "

m:
1
' commentary said, successive |
' Washington administrations .
i+ “resorted to many sinister |

THB WASHINGTON POST
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o Intrigue Collows Irtri

{ word for it Ma~  cld said.

is reason to belicve that Si-
hanouk's ouster was engl-
;neered by his domestic ad-
, versaries in a move that was.
apparently
-the last minute rather that
‘»planned long in advance. \
" Qver the ycars, however,
. Cambodia has been & cock-
pit of conspiracies by a wide

{

!

" ¢ yariety of Chincse, Vietnam-.

ese, dissident Cambodian .
and American agents.. !
. And Sihanouk, who tried
“to maintain his equilibrium
.by balancing the assorted .
rpressures working on him,
often used the intrigue to
_his own advantage. :

As far back as 1067, while |
vchemently denying in pub-'
‘lic that there were North Vi-
etnamese and  Vielcong
troops in Cambodia, Sihan-
ouk relied on U.S. intelil-
genca reports from ‘Salgon
for informatlon on Commu-

ki
nist  deployments in” his;
. country. Co
The intclligence recports,
many of which consisted of
aerial photographs of Com-
.munist bases taken by U.S.
‘reconnaissance aircraft
were relayed to the Prince
through the Australian Em-
bassy in Phnom Penh and
accepted by him as reliable.

~ But’in earlier ycars, as
ithe Chinese Communists,
currently claim with some|
‘measure of validity, Sihan-:
;ouk was indeed the target of
iplots organized by his Cam-
bodian opponents in cooper-
ation with the South Vie

t-
namese, Thais and the U.S);/mJ e presence on. the scene
Central Intelligence Agenc. ;ualssoxzﬂys o ;

‘or Speclal Forces. ;
i The main Cambodian dis-!
sident movcment employed
against Sihanouk in those!
days was the Khmer Serel !

improvised at the Communists a

wards that the CIA was be

s IIZITISUC @
ies to Lo-Lixist

Born in South Vietnam's But i
other evi- Mckong D e 1t a of part

n 1067, according to (3 .
{ormation rcvealed in WagTATlNTL
Son ', ington in January, members. '
of Son's movement were Icei
Ngoc Thanh was a veteran oruited by the U.S. Special
nationalist who originally © porces as guides and Inter- "
advocated a coalition with: preters in forays apainst Vi
gainst the | etnamese Communist bases
French and paradoxically inside Cambodia. .
regarded Sihanouk as too . That Cambodian dissi-
moderate. : ~ dents were used by the Spe-
His ambitions frustrated, i cial Forces came out at the
Son later sought refuge in ‘trial of Capt. John 3. Me-
Thailand, where he Was: Carthy Jr, a Green Beret of-
joined by Sam Sary, a high-’ ficer convicted of killing a
ranking Cambodiar®: official * Khmer Serel interpreter.
who had broken with Siban:; guspected of Communist af-:
ouk. They called their resist- | filiations. '
ance movement the “Khmer | 1In its catalogue of allega-
Serel.” ) _tions today, Peking also
In July 1958, disappointed charged the United States
by a U.S. refusal to help him ' with having shipped “high
in a border dispute With' explosives” from Saigon to
South Vietnam's President ; Phnom Penh in May 1963 in
Ngo Dinh: Diem, Sihanouk | prder to murder Sihanouk.
abruptly ~recognized Red:  Actually, the “plot” uncov-
China. {ered by Sihanouk at that
an act of hostility, the Thal ' acy to assassinate Liu Shao-
‘and Salgon regimes con- ! Chi, the Chinese former
T with v ohief of state, who was then
&pnred with o Cambodia® {; on a state visit to Cambodia.

v

‘provineial * governor named / é ]
Dap Chhuon to rebel against | Today's New China Ne‘:{s
Sihanouk. The aim of the re- ‘Agency dispatch apparent’y

: . i detail, since
bellion was.to turn the gov- omitted that '
ernor’s province . of Siem- | Liu Shaochi has been

i purged by Chinese Commu-
mg. lnto & Khmer S?Fdf nist leader Mao Tse-tung

Sihanouk claimed after- uring the Cultural Revolu: -
ion : i

hind the abortive coup,.’ Informed sources have:
since an American commu-| gince indicated that the pur-
‘nications specialist, Victo%ortcd plot against Liu was
Matsui, was discovered in really'invented by Sihanouk,
the rebel headquarters. ! ) t to crack down
South Vietnamese under- . 00 Chines

e Nationalist ele-,
cover agents who had di-s? ments in Phnom Penh that:
rected- the uprising subse--

" he had been seeking to elim-.

i . - inate. )

cntly explained that Mat e nuary }9(?8, fol}ow;)ng

wpocidental”. They ’ a period of friction with Pe-

disclosed, however, that the, ;.ljm& the Prince unc(:l\_'erezle:
CIA had financed the oper-' - bomb plot irec

- pgainst Yugoslav President
i Tito, who was then sched-

{ uled to visit Cambodia. But

ation. ]
In the years following
that - failure, Son Ngoc

(Fros Khmere), led by Bon miann llved in Saigon, com | hat Lme according to Sk
‘Ngoe , Thanh. The word '.planmmg Yo rare vlslgtor's ! '.hanouk, the plot had beca
7 Khmer is the .anclent ¢ 'jsente his clandestine lale laid by Chinese CoOmmu-
"name for Cambodian, ., ., ' e e Bty L oo

,that he was being ne
- L)

.
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These Days
P By John Chamberlain'. R ,

-

C . . Tips teally tdo bad that the United States, the®
Domino Can Fa” TWO Ways ' impotent giant, is in absolutely no position to:

, tapitalize on the fact that dominos can fall two,

. of Prince Norodom , Sihanouk in Cambodia has ' Fulbrights and the Mansfields at home, we could be

. proved, for one shining moment, that a domino can! jumping in at this point to put the fear of the Lord,
~ fall the other way. . _ C jnto the hearts of Communists everywhere. We*
: Since the Cambodians have a reputation for | could have publicly proclaimed that we -vere cor:
being an unusually docile people, and since the sup- ‘ sidering not only the Vietnamization but also the
porters of the coup in the capital city of Pnompenh “Asiaticizing” of the war in Southeast Asia. o
" were part of Sihanouk’s own establishment in the . - Cg
_past, it could be surmised romantically that the . * General Albert Wedenmeyer and former Am- - -
. provocation that'caused the domino to topple in an' - bassador Williain D. Pawley, neither of whom
| anti-North Vietnam direction must have been too, _thinks we should fight a-ground war with Ameri-
; much to take for anyone who calls himself a man.; - can conscripts on (he Asian mainland, have both 1.
' Ome is floctingly reminded of an old title; “The|.’ argued that it would be a‘winting strategy to.”,
i Mouse that Roared.” I replace American (roops In South Vietnam with ~

' ] < soldiers from willing Asian nations. Pawley’s
Realistically, however, it must be admitted | suggestion is that some portions of Chiang Kal-
that the provocation has buen there all along. s shok’s army of 600,000 might be landed, not in

_ Sihanouk talked a neulralist line, but he ‘had .South Vietnam itself, but in the “demilitarized,”
tolerated the presence of North Vietnamese and - = Of DMZ, zone that is now being exploited llie-
Viet Cong troops in the jungles of northeastern gally by the North Vietnamese, The mere dis-
“Cambodia for years. 'The Cambodians‘eccasion- patch of lend-lease landing craft from the U.S.

. ally grumbled, but they went along wilh their | 'to Taiwan would surely have a sobering cffect
_ruling Prince in his decision not to annoy the | OR Peking and Moscow, to say nothing of Hanoi.

Communists of Hanoi, Moscow, and Peking. :

Foec SRR

o e s

[

;o Alas! We can’t utilize the.symbols of power 46

v . ]
“Yion just because the Communists were using north-! where else. The New Mobe dissenters, the doves in

, springboard.  The overall situation must have and ‘the anti-historical teachers of history such as:
" changed sufficiently to make it seem that the North; Professor Staughton Lynd, have made us even more |
i Vietnamese and the Viet Cong were 'not ‘going to' feeble than Prince Sihanouk when it comes to taking !
"be sure-fire winners after all in a war for the whole frontal” stands against the Communists. but the
: Indochinese peninsula, - ' Nixon Administration, in its willingness- to give ‘the |
i1t could be that the mew Cambodian chief of | Thieu government in Saigon the time to get set, for,
| state, Cheng Heng, and the new premier, Lieutenant | & victory against the Viet Cong on its own, may.
| General Lon Nol, had become convineed that the| have saved the day. The fall of the Cambodian
| «Vietnamization” of the war in South Vietnam was| domino in an anti-Communist direction was totallf:
. going to succecd. How else is one to explain the unexpected, 'Even though it may not pay big dj lj
“sudden decision that the presence of North. Vietna- dends it argues that successful “Vietnamizatiop/’ is
mese and Viet Cong forces on-Cambodian- soil was )lpln‘cOnsndereﬁ'a. posgibility-in. Asia- itself. . :
sufficiently objectionable to merit a coup that would] /54 T I L T DALV LR
be . interpreted, however falsely, as a- CIA ploti: 5 m“fi‘?l‘&”ﬁﬁi?ﬁl‘!ﬂi’:‘i‘ﬂm
“hatched in Washington, D. C.? Y
) The coup seems all the more astounding when:
one considers the recent North Vietnamese  suc-
cesses in overrunning the Plain of Jars in Laos-and
‘reaching out beyond that for areas that grow usefuli
.crops of rice and opium, If the men who are
ruling, at least for the moment, in Cambaodia ]
thought the 50,000 North Vietnamese soldiers in Laos: |
were really so fearsome, wouldn't they have been .
worried lest Communist strategy should order .'a 4 ' :
.eontinuing march _to.the South? .~ RIS S

i eastern Cambodia as a sanctuary and a military: the Senate, the Berkeley and Santa Barbara riOterS,/i
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. Whatever may come of it in the end, the ouster ways. If we had not been so weakened by thei

"» So it can’t be that the mouse became a roaring | bring hopes to anti-Communists in Cambodia or.any-} -
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‘Vietnamizing’ Cambodia )

World opinion will hold the United "States directly -’
responsible for any future strife involving Cambodia, !
~where a pro-U.S. rightist military group has seized po- !

.wer and proclaimed the ouster of Prince Norodom Si- !
hanouk. . - : . _
The Cambodian coup comes at a time when the ! \/

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency is active all over the V*
.. world: the attempt on the life of President Makarios™
.. of Cyprus, the abortive coup against the new People'ss =
Republic of the Congo-Brazzaville the intensification of /
the CIA *‘dirty war” in Laos, invelving the use of U.S, . :
and Thai ground troops and a U.S. terrorist air boms
bardment. .
. Cambodia, under Sihanouk, stood up to Washington's -
empire builders and defied them. This is why the U.S, -
. for years tried to overthrow Sihanouk. -
+  Sihanouk immediately recognized the ‘new Provi-:
sional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam last . .
-year as the real representative of the South Vietna-. .
mese people, developed -close and friendly ties with the!*
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. and worked to end",- .
‘the war in Laos on the basis of the 1962 Geneva Agree-
ment.
.' This policy cost Cambodia heavily, in daily U.S.- :
. Saigon air raids which killed and wounded hundreds; f :
of peaceful Cambodian villagers, in CIA-led armed re-J' o
- bellions inside Cambodia, in U.S. threats to invade! =
- Cambodia and to crush Sihanouk with force. S
‘ Both the DRV and PRG have branded the Cambo-: '
. dian coup a CIA operation, and there are few who: '~ .
-, will doubt it considering the background of the coup.;: ' . T.:f: "
. Sihanouk, according to U.S. news reports, is still im-] .= "* 00 0
' mensely popular in Cambodia and the new regime is; oo
. nervous about any attempted return he might make. AR
g The Nixon administration’s pious humbug .about; . - .
- “'Vietnamization” in the light of developments in Labs,! '
Cambodia and Thailand can now be pinned down for: ., . o
what it is—*‘Vietnamization' means spreading the Viet-| - v
- nam war all over Southeast Asia. . _ "l
If a Cambodian revolt against the millionaire pro- ;
- U.S. General Lon Nol produces a second Vietnam in). -
this hitherto neutral country, Nixon and the CIA will : ~
- have to be given the full credit for that kind of ."Viet- R
| namization,” » GOSN U

- L
Ve e ettt a1 T e
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Data to Sihanouk:
| Secret Accord to Inform Prince
. "About Red Infiltration Disclosed” %'

- .. DY GEORGE McARTIUR . s+ ..

R
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. . ) Times $1
- SATGON—DPrince Norodom Sihan-*
ouk, now ironically exiled in Red)
China, was so fearful of growing
Communist infiltration into Cambo- .
dia last year that he accepted a:
secret intelligence arrangement withi
"the Americans to get more precise '
" information about what was hap-"
pening in his own country, o
As far as can be determined, that,
- secret arrangement, code-named Ve- -
suvius, was still in operation at the
time Sihanouk was ousted by a.
" military coup March 18, .
" _The operation, which channeled to ..
‘ the suspicious prince a wealth of)

precise information on the numbers): :

. and location of Communist forces in *
, Cambodia, was regarded in :

27 MAR 1970
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ventional and Infrare
aerial photographs, radio
monitoring, readings from
electronic sensors along
the border, agent reports,
.prisoner Interrogatlions
and other sources.

-

- "It is not known when
“Cambodia agreed to the
secret arrangement, It was -

cerlainly flowing freely’
-after Washington and
.Phnom Penh resumed dip-:

. 1 lomatic relations in July,

1069, and may have begun

| before then through pri--
4 vate channels. :

Sihanouk may. have
timed the Ybeginning. of.
Vesuvius to coincide with

‘the renegotiations for a
‘trade agreement he

ol Weller :

‘opened {n July with the

o4
.

pronouncements, Sthannuk had
bluntly expressed the hope " that,
American withdrawal from Southe
east Asia would not be too hasty.
The contacts leading to Operation,
Vesuvius were. arranged through~
diplomatiec channels of a friendly."

country and d¢id not -involve thaw /

Central Intelligence "Agency,. for.
which Sihanouk has a particular -
.dislike. However, the CIA was keptn
informed, L
The South Victnamese governes.
ment was also not a part of, ihe .

. .operation although President Nguy-’

‘en Van Thicu may have been-
indirectly inforined of some aspeets, -
Began as One-Way Flow -

“The opcration began with the hope-

“» American diplomatic community as. - idi 3ih: :
"a major success, ommunily as; age by secretly providing Sihanouk

Accepts Information as Accurate ' ,ate information concerning the

the: ot improving U.S. diplomatic lever’

- with detailed and absolutely accur-,

""" Despite his many and vocal reser-,+ movement of North Vietnamese and,

. vations about the United States,’
. Sihanouk evidently accepted the'
- Anformation coming to him through:
o Vesuylus as accurate, and he used it
. in his diplomatic efforts to curb.
© Hanol's intruslons, - '
i Al'though U.S. authorities will not
* officially confirm such an arrange- .
~ment with Cambodia, responsible
_members of the American establish-' .
““ment adndit privately that Vesuvius:
" did exist, The detalls of this account!
-were obtained in confidence early:’
~.'lhia year hut could not be written':
‘until now because of the -conditions®
.under which they weve lcarned,
** The existence of Operation: Vesu-,
vius was one of the very genuine’

reasons why Washington had mixed-
feclings about the downfall of .
Sibanouk, despite his diplomatie -

juzgling act with Moscow, ' Peking

and Hanol, ’}q hix [ more’, fecent,
. . '1' ¥ ,’,',”". l"'!‘ 01;

-

Viet Cong troops within his borders,
It began as a one-way flow and may .
have remained so although there are
indications that in due course the
Cambodian authorities began lo.
reciprocate with some information
obtained from their own sources.
‘The .information passed on to
Phnom Penh from Saigon was
mainly’ from the U.S. Military
-Assistance Cornmand Vietnam., = -~
It twas coordinated at the U.S,
Embassy {n Saigon, presumably also
in coordination with instructions
from Washington. It Is not known
“how the -information was passed .
directly to Sihanouk but the flow
"was kept aparl from normal diploe-
matic dispatches, o
* The information had been gathe-
ered from sources far beyond the
resources of.the Cambodians them-..

“:lier to the Americans than

« .An getting the operation

¢ when -he began to use

Viet Cong. This agreement l

' permitted the Provisional |

Revolutionary Govern-.

‘ment of the Viet Cong to

move supplies over Cam-
bodian territory., i -
It was speculated at the ..
time that Sihanouk -re-
newed the agreement pri- "
marily to nsure at- least
some Information from the .
Viet Cong about an opéra-
.tien he had little power to’s.
control. -
i Although the knowledge *
.of Vesuvius was obviously " :
extremely restricted on |
- both sides of the border, it

- must have been available -
‘to’ the top officers of the
«Cambodian army and to.
sthe premier, Lt. Gen. Lon

"“Nol. It may well have

" beéen, although this is not
~known, that the premier, |
“always regarded as friend-

iSihanouk, was an element

agtarted. o

" At any rate, {t was Lon
. Not and the army com-
~mander, Lt. Gen. Nhiek
. Tlulong, who were cited
i by Sthanouk as his sources

. figures early last year in
i Joudly objecting to the
‘presence of some 40,000
. gl'orth Viétnamese and
i Viet Cong troopa in Cam-
. bodia, That was in March, ,
11969, and Sihanouk-
_‘seamed unusually sure of !
* the accuracy of his figures "
' and the map locations. he
 cited at the same time.. -
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Sihanoa

'By GEORGE McARTIIUR

K SAIGON (LAT)-Prince Norodom Sihanouk, now ironi-~
xt':ally exiled in China, was so fearful of communist infiltra- ;
',tlon Into Cambodia last year that he accepted a sceret @
!intelligence decal with the Americans to get more precise !
“jinformation about what was happening in his country.

STATINTL

CIA-RDP80-01601
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. 5. Spy Add |

o mhmaim el e

So far as can be determined, that secret arrangenient, 1
: code-named Vesuvius, was still in operation when SIhdl’lO“k 4

"was ousted by a military coup March 18,

:  The operation, which chan-
_neled to the susplclous prince
-a weallh of. information on
the numbers and location of
'Communist forces In Cam-
bodia, wag regarded In the
-‘,Amcrlcan diplomatie com-
;' munity as a major success.

| Despite his many resctva-

' ‘hons about the U. 8., Stha-

i noulk evidently acceptcd the
“iinformation coming to him
“through “Vesuvius” a3 ac-
' eurate and used it in his dip-
‘lomatic offorts to curb
. Hanoi’s ‘inctrusions,

©  Although U. 8. authorities
;will not officially acknowl-
‘edge such an arrangzment
1with Cambodia, responsible
;members of the American
estabhshmenot admit private-
‘ly that Vesuvius did exist.

‘Details were obtained in eon- |

ﬁdencc early this year but
could not be written until
now because of the condi-
;tions under which they were”
“Jlearned, -
? The existence of Vesuvius !
“was one of the main reasons 1
Washington had mixcd feel- .
ings about the downfall of ;
-Sihanouk dcspite his diplo- ;
‘matic juggling acd with Mos. |
cow, Peking and Hanol. In
.more récani pronouncements,
Sihanouk nad hoped that!
Amcrican withdrawal from®
southeast Asia would not be
hasty.

The contacts leading to,
Operation Vesuvlug were ar- |
ranged through diplomatie |
channels of a friendly coun-*
try and 1id not invoive the
U. 8. Cenlral Intelligence

; formed of some aspects,
U. S. Hones

‘Washington. It is not known.
-how the information Ws ,

A
The South Vietnamese prov-"
crnment was not a pat of
ihe operation, although Pres- |,
ldent Nguyen Van Thieu .
may have been indirectly in- -

The operation began with |
the hope of improving U, SJ
diplomatis leverage by se-
cretly préviding Sihanouk \
with detailed and acourate
information on North Viet-’ !
namese and Viet Cong tr: oops
within his boarders, - *
It was coordinated at‘ the
U. 8. Embassy in Salgon, |
presumably also in coordina-
tion with instructions *rom

RN -

passed-to Sihanouk but the
flow was kept apart from
normal diplomatlc Alis-
patches. B Ly

o -r\-;\i.‘-'./n MJ.....

v/
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By HENRY GINIGER -

o Epecial to The New York Times

*. PARIS, March 26 ~— South
¢ Vietnam offered today to repa-
Itriate 343 sick and wounded
"North Vietnamese prisoners of

fwar but Hanof's delegation
'turned a deaf ear and instead
; accused the allied side of “cam-

\j ouflaging” its efforts to spread

the war throughout Indochina.

* The Communist delegations
iformally accused the United
tStates of being responsible for
; the overthrow of Prince Noro-
,dom Sihanouk as Cambodian
i Chief of State last week in an
i‘effort to promote enmity be-
tween the Cambodian and Viet-
! namese peoples and to set As.
ians against Asians.

The South Vietnamese offer
‘mnade in_tho 60th plonary Koss
* glon of the Vietnam peace talks,
was the same in nature as onc
- made last November concerning
.62 North Victnamese prisoners.

The Saigon delegation asked
only that Hanoi make some ar-
| rangement to receive the pris-
oners, either directly or
through intermediaries.. But
| Hanoi’'s persistent refusal- to
'-acknowledge openly that it has
‘troops in South Vietnam and
to deal with the Saigon Gov-
" ernment, which it regards as a
“puppet” of the United States,
-was reflected in its rejection
of what a spokesman called “a
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Hanoi Ignores Saigon Offer to Free 343 P.O.W.’s|

maneuver,” Each side accused
the other of avoiding the basic
issues, '

Le Quang Hiep, the Hanol
press spokesman, spoke of “pa-
triots” who had been arrested
in South Vietnam and who, he
sald, should be released where
they happened to be. The Sai-
gon spokesman, Nguyen Trieu
Dan, said.his delegation was
acting for humanitarian reasons
in conformity with the Geneva
convention of 1948 on war pris-
oners.'He and Stephen Ledogar,
the American spokesman, said
they also hoped to "unblock”,
an issuc in the hope that “may-
be others will get unblocked.”

But both North Vietham and
the delegation representing the
Vietcong preferred to focus at-
tention on what the churied
wero efforta hy tha Nixon Ads
ministration to prolong the war
in Vietnam and to extend it to
Laos and Cambodia,

Cambodia,” sald Ly Van San,
the Vietcong press officer. He
and Mr, Hiep referred to Prince
Sihanbuk as_still the Chlef of
State but refused comment
when reporters pointed out that
the Prince himself had referred
to the presence of North Viet-
namese-and Vietcong troops in
his country, + - "+

W,

‘-

They also made more direct,

their suggestions last week that . /% - . .- .
it was the United States, P

through the Cent:? Intelligence C

Agency, that #lad brought
down the Sihanouk regime in
Cambodia “with a view to
bringing Cambodia Into its ors
bit and oblige her to leave the
path of independence and neu-
trality.” .

“Everyons knows we respect

the sovereignty, integrity, ine
dependenco?a;{i neutgr:llf,{;y o

——

hd

.- U -
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a ) I.strikes pushed aside, an-| 3 ‘or two: T ow
# " ‘This counlry scems lo be: “archy is from coast to coast. u%vzrﬁge&r'tﬁo C:xgbgdia
|, .producing more revolution .. {nicss we have some of our| gbat ey will ‘hot return
- minded  citizens than ever.'.much vaunted scrvices wel ?,l : esh ; 'tg G USA. as the|
1t thought possible. . can depend on, this country): aci 5 mI;fvht be wmisunder
S\ Until Jately it was thought  is nat going to endure very ' irod. Again @ very minor]
+* the polico, teachers, and | long. With every young M‘ﬁatio.n tweaks our nose and|
* mailmen were the backbone % man with a faint heart run-| co" far has gotten away
i* of our civilization — now ! ning around declaring the ‘ with- TRV, o
“they have put themselves in |'\.Jaws illegal and refusing in-| S
1™ the class of undependables.]:duction ~into the ~Army,| :
“Of course there are many in|'there is no necd of a cen-| L »
. {'% each class who are still de-| " tral representative govern-| ' g
% pendable, but the actions of| - ment. Perhaps all thesej - N .
. |% many of them have made| .“anli” people would ratherj -
i= nearly everyone doubtful > have a Communist' govern-| v
[ regavding their dependabil- .. ment where they would be o :
ity . banished to Siberia or shot{ . '
"4 have a grievance, but to {ake ;i_",'.‘,’ers' - ! S
i jt out upon all cilizens isf-ro Already a number ofj )
;f : outrageous, Perhaps \ their ! thousands of young menf Gant
Ly pay has been low, but itpxhave fled to Canada to ERIRI
- M has been sure and steady. . escape the draft and re-
4 During times of full employ- > fiounced  their  citizenship.
‘" ment they could have found|+: Some have tried to undo
Jother employment. o their acts, but cannot get
# The federal government “hack into this country to
through the postmaster gen-| - 5\ay. The young deserters
' { -eral promises to get action|- who fled to Sweden are try-
-1* on a raise if the people keep|[.; g to -undo_their aols —
on the job. I don't know| Without success.
“ what the hol heads hope to|: - 1f the postal workers keep
¥ gain by walking off the job.|” up their strike, the sympa-
It the President puts the|: thy of the enlire. countiry, .
:Arny into the post office,| ~ Will change from support '
+ it may degenerie Into a for them to hatred. The
*game of freeze out, It is " disruption of our civiliza-
" doubtful if many of the post| lion is very bad and mil
| offices employees are in a lions -of innocent peoplc are. .
: ‘position to do without pay being penalized through no . . _
“checks very long. In the ex-| fault of their own. S ."
! citement of a general meet-) * — : :
“Ing it may scem to be the|  When this is written . - LT :
" right thing to do to vote a| - nothing has been done to e e e S AL NP
£ walkout, but to get back in / get the freighter back which e T R
« somelimes it is not so casy. Qﬂzibees“ intex;ne(%) in Cam- Tt T R e e e S
~ The laws forbid postal|: D003, Seems 1o be a case, I
- 'strikes. The courls haec tl);:’l .of North Korea all over TN
b dered the strikers back tof? again. Not a very pretty .
 work. If the orders of the| . picture for the Dalance of R . |
o équ aﬁ’rﬁ%ﬁ d. ;;_'}heéwgld. Turn the _m(-;lttc;!” A Do co
5 the ) IE% eas n - - 1RO . -
g et Qdin e as s A0 S e ®DP80-01601R000400220001-6
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The Cambodian government has advised Western diplomats that it is closing
down the port of Sihanoukville to what it says are ships bearing arms to the “Viet-"
cong” in South Vietnam. The move was announced yesterday to the diplomats in a}
special briefing by the Cambodian Foreign Office in the capital of Phnom Penh. -
A Forcign Office spokesman ! encourage a 'U.S.-backed war " northeast of the capital of Vien-"
also disclosed that the Embassy 7’ over all of Indochina. It said the . tiane. R :
of the Polish People's Republic Lon Nol government was sup- 1. Lao - Patriotic Front [ ¢
was being closed down, but. - ported by the U.S. Central” In-{ nhave ca'pm,eg a Thaio::'lerc:r:acﬁ;'.‘
denied knowing why or whether - telligence Agency. ' /" flown into besieged Long Cheng™,
his meant a break in Polish-, Neither the new -Cambodian | py the ClA-operated airline “Airi
Cambedian relations, Poland; to- i regime nor the U.S. has offered { aAmerica.” Angnet, admitted that"5
gether with Canada and lndia,'} any evidence of ‘their charges | pe had 'Served ur'\der the com-";
is a member of the International | that Sihanoukville was heing |* ‘ o s

o ) mand of the U.S. military mis-
Control Commission (ICC) set | used for arms shipments to the | gion in .Vientiane. He said in}
.up by the 1954 Geneva Agree- National ‘Liberation _Front in | . January "1968 he' was sent to{:'

ment to watch over Cambodia’s | South Vietnam. \ :
neutrality. ™ uthVietnam, Gt of | e U b et ase Cheng and

~ General Lon Nol, the armed |, Thailand, was built in 1960 as a | ..

" forces commander and new anti- ' new port city for Cambodia. = o : -

Communist’ premier of Cambedia-’, Previously, all traffic had to use | -He said there were 600 Thai =
was reported to be on the verge :*'the Mekong River (through South | troops at Long Cheng under joint .

O . of remaming Sihanoukville and ' Vietnam) to reach Phnom Penh. U.S.-Thai command, and that 40,

proclaiming a republic. **The main port facilities at Siha-, Thai paratroop officers serve as’y

The reports, from official Cam--: noukville today are a 900 foot | La0 General Vang Pao's 5‘3""._'.,-

bodian sources, said that in a’,”wharf reached by a 600 fool Whl‘!e 30 more "(of!}cnally listed
few weeks Cambodia’s constitu- -cayseway. Ships of up to 15,000 _as “interpreters ) directly super- .

_tional monarchy would be de- i"tons can discharge cargoes on-} Yise combat operations. He also ]

" clared abolished. The monarch— % : both sides of-the wharf, but this "-sald at Long Cheng the CIA had
Queen Kossamak—is under heavy .is a rather slow process since ' set up a communications center
guard in Phnom Penh. Prince "o cranes have been instailed in * for direct contact with Washing- -
Norodom Sihanouk, the Cambo- i the dock area as yet. Sihanbuk-;r-“’“- e - D

- dian chief of state, remains in ‘ ville still remains to be linked | - The. Interview with this Thai
Peking, where he has announced to the interior by railroad. mercenary. was published by :
he will form a liberation army ' - Battles in northern Laos con- ! Vietnamese News Agency of the
to overthrow the Lon Nol gov- +, tinued yesterday around the main * Democratic Republic of Viet- "

«crnment. _ + CIA base of Long Cheng, 75 miles , mam. " ' p—

* Lon Nol has already suspend- .

ed all civil rights provisions of .

the Cambodian constitution, un-.

der the "full powers” granted

. him by the National Assembly

last week. He has accused Siha-

nouk of being a ‘‘dictator” and. L ‘

of secretly signing an agreement ' o . ’

with the ‘‘Vietcong' to transship . ) C : ’

arms from China across Cambo-, R o

dian territory into South Viet- R . S . L !

“Warning by Pravda .
 Pravda, the Soviet Communist
Party newspaper, yesterday : ‘
praised Sihanouk's policy of neu- ‘ ‘ ' R .
tralism and said any changes by . : S '
the Lon Nol government would

‘-
.

*
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Sh'p Hi

By IAN BRODIE

’ { PHNOM PENH, Cambodia

— The two young seamen
‘who hijacked an American

\_
|
|
|

e g 2

jackers

Tell Their Tale

point and held control of the
ship, the Columbia Eagle, for
four days. before they were

granted political asylum in |

~

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000

we intended to go to Cam-
bodia,

“We told them they would
" pooperate or we would sink
. the ship right there.”

- called his moment of power:
““Naturally they cooperated.”
“We held the ship util Sun-
v day. It took quite a whKile
- We were further from the
-toast than we thought,
“I thought we had only

l nist assertions that the ni-

Mckay laughed as he re-'|

| the militant student organi-’
.| zation in the U. 8. which has |
-led many of the campus riots.
1:Neither of the hijackers is a

STATINTL

- Both laughed at Commu-]

jacking was a CIA plot to
supply arms todthalew gov-
ernment.’

“More like an SDS plot,*
sald Glatkowskl. [Students
for a Democratic Society is

niember. but they zre in sym-

" 200 miles to go but we ac-|j'pathy with SDS aims.]

‘tually had 700. This ship|t “We are sympathetic with
makes at best only about 171 the movement in Asia against
.or 18 knots so we had to nthe colonialists,” McKay sa‘d

| munitions ship say they did - Cambodia. .

it to keep 10,000 tons of na- _ A ‘political storm has |
palm bombs from -being broken about the ship. Wash-
* dropped on Vietnam " Ington wants it back but the

One-of them, Clyde McKay, Dew leader in Cambodia, Gen. ,hOld' “for & considerable(’ ; “1 felt myself in the posi-
{25 said cockily: «president TLon Nol, says he has no |- amount of time.” . { tion of a German sailor on a

} Nixon says he wants to'de-. plans to return it. I‘ills to Stay Awake ~ 1:German ship during World
f escalate the war, so we The Leader © Thé two said they stayed ‘War II and from the examplq

| thought we'd help him a
bit.”
The other man is- Alvin

lGlatkowski 20. Both are'

from Callfornia.

Betweon them thw kept,

Capt. Donald swmn[ :

From talking to the hi-
jackers it was obvlous that }
McKay was the leader and
"eonvinced Glatkowski to goif
along with it,

Both men have wispy
beards. MoKay Is tall and'®
{ powerful looking, Glatkow- :

- ‘McKay c¢almly told the

: story of the takeover yester- |
day:
* 4Tt was.on Friday after-
' noon right after lunch about
1 o'clock when Glatkowski
and I went. to the chief
mates office. We took him
"to the captain’s office. and
we told the captain what
.the situation was. We had
guns polnting at both of
them.

“1 had the captain phone
from his office to the bridge
ordering an abandon ship.

“T told him who to leave
on board and who had to
go and I told him to tell
éF the mate on the bridge there

was a bomb aboard and this |.

{ was the reason for the aban-
don ship.

“Twenty-flve members of |
| the créw were -n life boats

and then we informed everys
Yone.on the ship—1i8 t
the situation, was and that

A R R

|

[l

1 “pill - popping,
ski Is slightsand very pallld. §

~awake by taking ampheta-
. mine piils they got from the
P ship's tores and from uther
. geamen. .
X Both resented the sugges-|.
_tlon made by other: erew
- members  that they were
marljauna-
‘smoking hippiies.”

Glatkowski said: "No,-thls
-Is absolutely false. We just
took amphetamines to stay!
awake because we had only
two of us and we had to cov-
er each other's backs. We
couldn't afford to make fool-
ish mistakes.”

McKay said: “We ‘couldn’t
“become intoxicated In any

|’ way because there were two

of us with a pistol each.

. "“There were 12 or 13 others;
"“on the ship. People like the
i chicf mate on the ship kept
looking for an opportunity
-to grab one of our guns, 8o
we had t keep on our toes’
i all this time.”

In Control

Asked if they had held a
gun at the captaln’s head
all the time, McKay sald:
| “No, we controlled the bridge

of course, that.if there was:
_any trouble. or siowddéwn in’

o B ";‘?»d

' all ‘the time. We told him,.

; ‘the ship we wmud. come, [ -
) find him.”. ‘P‘u

of what the Nuremberg trials;

{ showed I felt myself guilty

“if 1 were just to comply and
“be a part of threatening the
:people of Asia.

I thought it much better
1to threaten by force the few

b people who were around the

iship and prevent myself from
‘being part of a much larger-

;scale threat against the peo-
iple of Asia by' delivering these

sands of na alm bo

H ﬂﬂld." VihE YL f,“'Ht
m

ri.\ .
"-
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‘of newspapers around the world ';{‘;t-,‘gﬁhif rf,lontalz)s,lgrl- S;v:mé)an Iari.i
1

* “took a look during the past week . - B .
s Bene e Dreaking bown

' 8 ~ 41,003 3 - o :
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§
|
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~

~;and came up with some not sojers a slowdown. But no matter:.

:‘°°ﬁ{’r¥;};m;"‘1tgﬁr3$e3’:&10&51; ’ri how you call it, it is a slump.” which is accepted by the vast
‘can efficiency is bFeak‘mg d:w:' Communist China’s New Chi- majority.” 1t said this “has the

.everywhere—transportation, Ina News Agency said the postal|merit of. disarming the poten-
telephone service, hotels, shops, strike was “dealing heavy blows|yially very violent extreme
‘offices, the home,” wrote John"k;amq,l,{:}?" 8;\?“"?015' capltall§ctl right.” i
Sampson, New York corre-| (t:h ss.tr_k_ . mtesena%ilicyt' S?,:,_ . London’s Sunday Telegraph
spondent of the London Sun. - erio?m: ‘l‘l;%l ﬁgr?d?gf obstru(::tion said the reasons behind the
“Commuting in New York has{',;q sabotage by the reactionar ouster of Prince Norodom Si-
 become so hopeless that firms A thoriti g t}), unions.” y hanouk as chief of state in Cam-| -
are losing millions of dollars be- ;au orities scab unions. ‘bodia “‘are veiled in Oriental

cause employes arrive late in Madrid's Nuevo Diario- said mystery,” but “it is ossible :
the morning or have t IMihhe next military base agree- ’ . P 1
town overnigght,”' : to stay injt o ot between the United States that the American Intel-| ‘

: ‘unofficially’ In-
A -correspond ,.|land Spain should exclude ther s Yy une .
- Somiuri S%im!;l;rtl fg;‘sig%kv?h: big Torrejon Air Force Base 16 i};\nreg ttt:te c.\‘:l“p mﬂt_{ue hope that
.IElectric Circus, the psychedelic miles from the Spanish capital. e rightwing mittary oE

L . which has taken over from the
rock establishment -on New Such proximity, said the pa- . i i
York’s East Side? “Ur?less you per,” carries with it a risk that gﬁ;ncfnwﬂl open Cambodia up to

1 1 ”
are young, you can not earnest- cannot be compenstated in any ti-Communist, crusades, j
* {ly stay there for more than five form.” ‘
minutes,” he reported. - ° The Guardian, a liberal Brit-
" The correspondent said heliish newspaper, called President
was told the young people there Nixon’s racial policy “cynical
L“were living the hippie way of and disastrous.’” R
%ie To escape from inhuman and “If there was one basic princl-
‘mnechanized civilization, But it ple that motivated Dr. Martin
'was ironical that the - place Luther King Jr. and others who
ahere they came after their es- took the race issue 10 the
: gcape was precisely the p]ace streets, it was that raCIal.ISI}_l
here modern machinery such|can only be tackled when-it is _ .
as lighting and amplifying EXPOSEd," the guardian said. _ .
'equipment was put to use in Confront America with the is- ' :

‘arotesque effect.” - sue and she may do something A oo ‘ o
La Stampa of Turin, Ttaly, 1o exorcise it. Pretend it isn't :
- . - there, or that general economic o

and social development will so-
mehow eliminate discrimina-
tion, and you end up with mere-
ly the status quo. That is why
‘Mr. Nixon’s race policy is cyni-
cal and disastrous. It aims to let
white America get away with
things for another untold num-
ber of years.” T
The Times of London said it
believed the Nixon administra-
tion had succeeded in finding
“an approach to the balance be-
{tween refom and public_order
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Cambodia’s new rightist military reg
Peking broadcast in which Prince Noro
“Cambodian national-liberation army

STATINTL
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Camooelia
cl continuing

Daily World Foreign Department

ime reacted swiftly yesterday to a Radio
dom Sihanouk called for formation of a
" to carry on the ‘“‘struggle against the Ameri-

can imperialists'’ and their puppets in Cambodia.

General Lon Nol, the Cambo-

dian armed forces commander,
who headed the coup which pro-
claimed Sihanouk’s ouster, last
Wednesday, pushed ahead with
a purge of Sihanouk’s supporters
from the government, the army
and the Sangkum party.
. Sihanouk will be tried  for
high treason if he tries to re-
turn to Cambodia, the new re-
gime has indicated. Lon Nol's
government has tried to remove
every possible trace of Sihanouk,
but U.S. reporters found that the
prince is still popular with ordi-
nary Cambodlan paople.

The Hanoi newspaper, ‘‘Nhan.

Dan,” organ of the Vietnamese
Workers' Party, said on Tues-
day: “U.S. intrigues in Cambeo-
dia show the extremely reaction-
ary nature of the Nixon admini-
stration, which despite heavy de-
feats, is still looking for ways
of expanding and protracting the

:war in Indochina.” The news-:

paper called the Cambodian peo-

.ple “our comrades-in-arms in
the struggle against our common
. enemy—American imperialism.”
"~ Gial Phong (*“Liberation”)
News Agency, the official press
service of the Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government of South
Vietnam, . said yesterday: ‘‘The
danger of aggression against
Cambodia, and against Vietnam
and Laos as well, comes from
the U.S. and its puppets. The
way to eradicate this danger is
to unite in the struggle against
American aggressors.”’

CIA role stressed

On Menday, ‘‘Quan Doi Nhan
.Dan,”" a Hanoi newspaper, blunt-
ly stated that ‘‘the coup in Cam-
bodia was staged with the par-
ticipation of the U.S. CIA.

The Paris daily, “Combat,”
wrote: “There is no doubt that -
the White House was informed
in advance of the Cambodian
coup and approved it.”

In interview printed yesterday
by the Times of London, the

" ngew Cambodian ruler, Gen. Lon

. the “Royal Lao” government's
genuine interest in a peaceful
settlement.

The LPF accused Presidcat
Nixon directly of “escalating the
war in Laos fo an unprecedent-
ed degree,” and warned Pre-
mier Souvanna Phouma that he
must bear full responsibility
personally for the dangerous sit-
-uation in the country.”’ _

The only basis for peace, the -
LPF said, is the five-point LPF
peace plan calling for a cease-

Nol, denied working with theyf fire, an end to U.S. involvement,
CIA. and a provisional coalition gav-

“We, ag tha government of Bal-  ernment prlor to national alags
‘vation,” he sald, “had to re- ' tlons, as foreseen by the 1962

iquest full powers in order to .
protect all those demonstrators.”

He was referring to the thou- -
sands of people who sacked the
DRV and PRG embassies in
Phnom Phnh two wecks ago

New York Times reporter
Henry Kamm wrote on March
14 that the mobs “‘were believ-
ed to have been instigated by
- the military.”

The Lao Patriotic Front radio
late Monday broadcast the peace -
proposals sent by LPF leader
Prince Souphanouvong to ‘‘Royal
Lao” Premier Souvanna Phouma.
The broadcast said the LPF
asked Souvanna to call an “‘im-

- mediate, complete and uncondi-
_tional halt” to U.S. bombings in’
Laos, in prder to demonstrate

Geneval Agreements on Laos.

v
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| FROM ALL' INDICATIONS.- the coup that

y.ousted - Cambodia’s ' Premier Norodom Si e N
v hanouk was’ entirely ‘the result of a right-

rwing movement within the country, though
N rumors of CIA -involvement are inevitably
"making the rofinds. In any event, we trust that

it will provo that the CIA did not have a hand-"-|." .
in the affair, for it begins to appear that the H =

results could be disastrous.

With all his maneuvering to' maintain some nfs 7
semblance of neutrality in the Vietnam con- g

flict, Sihanouk had avoided both. opposition
to or complicity. with the United States in the
jockeying for position along his nation’s east-
.ern border. The purpose of his trip to Mos-

<ow’ and Peking,  during ;which-he was de-3.
posed, was to get help -in persuading the

North Vietnamese .4and- Viet  Cong to quit
using .Cambodia’ térritory' 85 a refuge and

staging -area. for -operations in South Viet,-f{{ Y I 5 ,gq-z'-.:,»j.p&?;
nam.-And he made it plain many times that' would not only create

he objected ta Hanoi' tréops in Cambodia not'
only " because- it violated . his - national SOV
ereignty, but because itincreased the likel
hood, .that’ ‘counter'measures. by . U.S. and.
Saigon forces ‘would: make hig porder ‘lands
a hattle’ area, :and ‘' compljcate: hig* 'S5, b
keep out, of the fighting, .+
AR e R
‘Caution

s Neutralist

b L - ARRSSUPLE Mo, B

_Nosuch_neutralist " caution’ { apparent 'in”
the right-wing trio’ who have. seized  power.;:
In his-first public statement, General ‘Lon Noj:

reforred.to Hanol and the' Viet Cong as “our: .

Vietnamese - enemics,”:'and ."he /' has : élnce “ition, its power to*

hinted - that . he..would " not, object. _either .to.’

closer ties with Salgon.or more U.S.‘pressire +.actual “areaof hostilities - would be' greatly:

stance invitcs ' fougher 1iné’ by Jlanol, and,’ necossity—to _ex

agalnst - enemy ; troops..in’", Cambodia, "

it has'several cards it can play;, One of these, . great, at, the very time"
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' create new préssites on Cam:|
bodia’s flank, butiwould pose grave problems}

<Al even  more'.serious:. possibility Hiow
.arises with Sihanouk's threat to fight his way!

. back to'power, with the help of “anti-imperial-i

15t forces of brother countries”. if necessary.|
ranslated . into ithe. realities; of \.the ' Camy:

nbodian ‘power “struggle,. this, . means thaty -

(Sihanouk ',is ‘prepared ‘t6 use -North - Viet-

" namcsé help fo regain leadership of ‘his_coun.!

try. Should this happen, the whole' complexion
:of the war in.Vietnam cbuld be changed over-}
night. With Hanol-in confrol of Cambodia, or.;
‘enjoying Jhe: advantage of : official - c'o;Operas,{

_ _to* attack South .:Vietnam, |
would .be enormously strengthened, ‘and the |

and the war would be very;
when‘rwei-a.r,eltrying.fl
VN
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~—r’ that” his Government had d
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New Cambodian Leader Em'p_hdsizes !
- Neutrality_‘_Th'rough Troop Removal

Dispatch of The Times, London Other Leaders Present w

PNOMPENH, Cambodia, The general was flanked by

—Li {prince Sisowath Sirik Matak,
g, 2a—tior G om0 Bty ramir
! ier, | nterior Minister, and by Yem

said today that his Govern- gSambour, Second Deputy Pre-
ment was detcrmined to recov- |mier and Foreign Minister.

er the nation’s “active neutral-| Gen- Lon Nol said ‘we did : e T
jty” ‘through the removal of 'not force the hand” of Parlia- ‘

\ \ , adding later: “Remember,
North Vietnamese and Viet- &:nhgvel geen surprised our-

cong troops. ~ selves by thesc events”
Speaking in an interview, he’ Asked  about charges that
disclosed that the delegation of

the Vicicong’s provisional rev- s A p
olutionary government of South; gggou?g:n ox]x):t};lrnd thle:m;’i%misé;
Vietnam admitted in talks with!|shrugged and sa'id' '
“his Government last week that | “Qur position is the Geneva
Vietcong_troops werc in Cam-||{agreement, and It specifies that
_bodia, which has been uscd as |we are simply ncutral. At this
a haven in the Vietnam war. {{crucial moment for our coun-

The talks Vylth the Vietham- try we are again asking for the
ese 'Communists will be con-llGeneva agreement. But if you

tinued, he said, with the aiMjiwant to be precise, I tell you| ‘
il we have never had any contacts

the Central Intelligence Agency

og | settling the disputt}*,] pcace; )
ably. Since the overthrow 0Ly ; 4 : : .,
‘Prince Norodom Sihanouk as’ w}m igz g’;‘ig“%fsé not only \/ O
Chict of State last Wednesday, |other foreigne . ‘L with noj . :
there have been scattered re- foreigners either.
t’qrts of clashes between the! Appeal to Two Countries
ietcong and Cambodian forces. : :
N Viet d Cambodian force He said he appealed B
C) " General Lon Nol asserted that' 4,44 Britain‘ggdaShe yseg‘t/?;i . R Sl

e- f
th " Union, the co-chairmen of the
_‘cided not to return the Amer-i 1g=4 'Geneva Conference on

{can’ munitions ship diverted tol ; . . : :
i ndochina, because the new| =~ .niags e s
- Cambodian  waters | bY T Government wanted, the Inter. LT e
The United States he said,|national Control Commission
..had asked that its ships be al- -back.biln Cambodia_as soon_as
lowed to recover the vessel, 5055‘ le t(; help with the with-
_the Columbia Eagle. “But there tll;zwily it%ladlr{asw:;]dwt:s ss,t; ritf?:‘g
i{s a risk of misunderstandiﬁg."\, and controlled. Prince Sihanouk
General Non Nol said and hc% suspended the commission—
had decided not to permit theafc;i?ag:' &%‘aggo::g It'k‘g't“‘zl“t .
recovery. “We are just going podia - © am-
to leave it there” he said, the 2053‘11(1“0 longer afford
chuckling loudly. ... . General Lon Nol added that
The general was interviewéd his Government had decided to
at his spacious but modestlylinform United Nations members
furnished  suburban  villa..about: the situation here and
Guarded by two armored cars about Cambodia’s desire to
and by soldiers, the house hassettle the issue of Vietnamese

\/ been the Government's com-forces through negotiations.

mand post since the ouster.
General Lon Nol chatted jo-
vially in somewhat slangy:
French for almost an hour and
a half, continually . smoking
English cigarettes. ‘A tall gray-
ing man, the 57-year-old gen- . .
eral appeared relaxed and in- ‘ : ) . ' .
tensely confident "of popular ‘ :
approval for the actions against
prince Sihanouk. These had
been taken, he insisted repeat-
edly, by the two houses of
Parliament in accordance with
the Constitution and the Jaws,

.
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" CAMBODIAN LEADERS: Premier Lon Nol, right, walking to cerenionies Saturday at which
' Cheng Heng, left, was made Chief of State. Prince Sisowath Sirik Matak, second from left, -
Is First- Deputy - Premier. The Pgemier .sald he was determined to recover neutrality.
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Cambodia
| Won’t Free

~U.S. Ship

LONDON, March 24 (UPD)—
, Cambodian Premier' Lon Nol
- said today he would not return
. the U.S. munitions ship that
~mutineers hijacked to Cambo-
, dia on March 14.

Fred Emery, The Times of

London correspondent in .

. Phnom Penh, quoted Lon Nol

-85 saying that although the’
- Americans had asked to be al-
lowed to recover the ship, the,
- Columbia Eagle, there was “a]

i-risk of misunderstanding.”

i “We are just golng to leave
¢ it there,” he said, chuckling.
“"'It was the first interview
f with the general since Prince
- Norodom' Sihanouk was de-

‘posed as head of state last|.
""week :

. . Lon Nol said the new reglme
" had “lost sight” of the captain
. and American crew of the ves-

. sel, but added that “it seems

th ey are somewhere here-
i abouts, We have been more:
‘ concerned with other events. "
He denied that the ouster of

.| Sihanouk had been helped by

the CIA.

_ “We have not had any coh-
tacts with the CIA or with any
other foreigners., We are sim-

ply neutral under the Geneva
agreement,” he ‘sald.

As for the presence of Viet-
vcong and North Vietnamese
“troops in Cambodia, Lon Nol
" said that direct talks and ap-

|peals to international organs| =

izatlons would be made before
- any thoughts of settling mat-

.ters by militapy means, .. |
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Hanoi, Peking
-Join Sihanouk
Call for War

By Stanley Karnow .
Washington Post Forelgn Service .
March 23—Prince Norodom Sihanouk,
evidently supported by North Vietnam and Communist
:China, has declared war on the conservative Cambodian
‘military and civilian leaders who ousted him last week.

—y-—
b

.
.

e

-~

* In a five-point statement issued today in Peking,
"'Sihanogl;l‘,gqnquy{ceq the formation of a “National Lib-

PO S P e

eration Army" to restore his

" authority in Cambodia, .
_ - . L The struggle "for the libera-
. ' . .. ttion of the homeland,” he

sald, would - be waged with

_ .. Ithe assistance of the "“anti-im-

.- . perialist forces of the brother
Ty _ .. .- .coyntries.”

‘ ' © .« Sihanouk's declaration coin-

s - , ;cided with a statement from

. .~ .. . {Hanol that the Vietnamese
} Communists will back him in
“Ihis effort. to regain power,

An estimated 60,000 North
Vietnamese and Vietcong
troops are deployed in areas
of ecastern Cambodia adjacent
to South Vietnam, The Cambo-
dian army comprises about

. . . lequipped and poorly trained.
S : - ) "1 The timing of Sihanouk's
declaration and the Hanol
statement appeared to indi-
cate that the Prince has been
‘Yassured by North Vietnam
that its armed force would
move in his behalf against his
.|successors, ;
Such a move, observers here
submit, would ignite a war in
Cambodid, perhaps prompling
its new leaders to appeal to
the United States for help.
, ' Other observers believe,
. however, that Sihanouk may
have taken his extreme step in
. order fo gain leverage for a
< . political settlement of his dis-

e e A ——————

35,000 meén, most of them ill=j

P80-01601
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It added that “the over-
‘throw of the rcaclionary
right-wing henchmen of the
U.S. imperialists”. would be

ture.

The fact that Sihanouk’s
stntement was jssued from Pe-
king Indicated he was acting
with Chinese cncouragement.

Affirming his right as Cam-
bodia’s “legal chief of state,”
Sihanouk . also announccd the
establishment of a "Govern-
‘ment of Natlonal Union” in
exile.

In his capacity as chigf of

solves for the crime of high
treason” the new Cambodian
government headed by Lt.
Gen. Lon Nol as well as the

-parliament.

" The Prince said a “Consulta-
'tive Assembly” composed of
peasants, workers, youths,
soldicrs and other “anti-impe-
rialist” elements loyal to him

Cambodia's return to a normal
gituation” - I

The assembly, the liberation
army and his government in
exile, Sihanouk &aid, would
join with the “masses of the
people” to form “National
United Front” for Cambodia.

The dual objective of the
vunited front,” he went on, is
the “liberation of the country
and its reconstruction after
victory over the imperialists
and our.enemies and their
lackeys.”  /

Referring to the new re-
pime, Slhanouk singled. out
Premier Lon Nol, Deputy Pre-
imier Sirik Matak and the re-
cently appointed chief of
state, Cheng Heng, calling
them “masters” of a “clique of
traitorous and pro-imperialist
reactionaries.”

In their first direct acknowl-
edpement of the change of
goyvernment in Phnom Penh,
the Chinese today published a

lrounding Sihanouk’s ouster.
'An official New China News
Agency dispatch; mainly sum-
ming up Western press re-
ports, said that U.S. warships
were patrolling near Cambo-

llz‘ute- with those who deposed
m. i ° -t
The North Vietnamese state-
ment, broadcast by Radio.
Hanoi and monitored here to-
night, said that “we are deter-
o mined to support the just
: - ~ |struggle that the chicf of state
A-- dF Prince Norodom Sihanouk and!
rove Y or
PP or Rl av e 2N OREIS o
gime in Phnom Penh. . .

dian waters and that Sen, Wil-
liam Fulbright (D-Ark) hinted

volved.”

The dispatch exuded a cau-
tious tone, howcver, stating
that “people are watching the

clomly '.’.' 5

achleved in the very near fu-{'

state, Sihanouk said, he “dis-}

would be established “pending’

colored account of events sur-

that the CIA “might be imy

o a i A AT e R

.The Hanol statcmen -
{port of Sihanouk was {ssued in
a Vietnamese-language com-
mentary on the lengthy decla.
‘ratfon put out in Pcking this
'past weekend by the Prince.

Among other points, Sihan
'ouk had asserted that his
ouster by the Cambadian par.
liament on March 18 was “ab-
solutely lllegal” 4 L.

‘He called for a referendum| -~ =07
under the supervision of the o
tripartite International Con-
trol Commission — composed
of India, Canada and Poland
— but pledged that he would
not retain power if voted back
into office.

Linking the Cambodian situ-
ation to events elsewhere' in} .27
the former French possession
of Indochina, tonight's Hanoi
ibroadcast said that “though the
JU.S. imperialists are very cun-
Ining and cruel, they will be de-
feated in Cambodia as they
have becen defeated in Viet-
nam and Laos.”

The = broadcast repeated!
Hanoi's charges that the coup B
{that overthrew Sihanouk was.
+4“perpetrated by the U.S. impe-

rialists” as part of their “plan
of aggression” against Vietnam,|
Laos and Cambodia, the three S
states that made up Indochina.} * .

Entitled “Horrible Faces of
{the U.S. Imperialists and the
Group that Organized the O
Coup D'etat in Cambodia,” the \)/ .

STATIN

1, -~

‘broadcast alleged that Sihan-
ouk’s ouster was staged by-the
American Central Intelligence
Agency. '

. While quoting lavishly {from!"
the Prince's weckend declara-
tion, the Hanoi broadcast con-
spicuously omitted a passage’ -

in which Sihanouk referred to

|North Vietnamese and Viet- L
cong infiltration into Came; :
bodia. ) )
| The broadeast also failed to
"mention Sihanouk's proposal
ltor a referendum under the
{control commission’'s supervi-
slon.

The commission, created by
the 1954 Geneva conference
1that ended the Indochina war,
|was invited to leave Cambodia
by Sihanouk last fall.

The new regime in Phnom
Penh yesterday asked the com-,
mission, whose theorctical
function has been to report vi-
ﬁations of the peace in the
states of Indochina, to return,
to Cambodia. .

The Radio Hanoi commen- .
tary on Cambodia tonight was
matched by another official

velopments and changes of | Nowth  Vietnamese statement:
RBRE6-04664R000 48020000+ -Eowing inter,

I P ? Y
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“Sihanouk )
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-Herald Press Services,
;'Frﬁi\;‘xt:gdlggrodom Sihanouk, de--
{posed Cambodian chief of state,
bcalled for a “‘sacred struggle”
% Sunday to topple the regime that
{yreplaced him but said he has no
}; ntention of attempting to regain
ryower: himsetf.

His statement in Peking was
it roadcast by Communist China’s
g dficial news agency, NCNA, and,
‘yionitored in Tokyo. Sihanouk
‘h:as been in Peking sihce last’
{1hursday, the day after the
. Cambodian legislature voted to
toust him and turned over gov-
| exning power to an army gen-
* eral, Lon Nel, who had served as
. Sihanouk’s premler.

~ OfPeople:

" “'In’a speech reported by radio |

ed that other nations observe :
internatlonal law. This was an .
obvious reference to the Viet:
Cong and North Vietnamese |
forces who use Cambodian bor- |
* der provinces as sanctuaries for |
the war in Vietnam, ‘
- Two Fired

safeguard its independence, how-
ever, Gen, Nol also appeared to ;

ciated Press said, For at an-
- other point he warned the ousted -
chief of state not to interfere |

ment,”

n i
! "My duty is to participate in
i the sacred struggle our people;
“ will wage inside and outside the |
¢ country to obliterate this coup !
‘‘d’etat and restore legality and ;

“Any act or plot of the prince
detrimental to Cambodia will be !
condemned as treason,” he de- .
clared. .

. .-Meanwhile, Gen, Nol fired two -

b democracy,” he said in the ; pro-Sthanouk members of the

" statement. : " Cabinet. At the same time, Nol ‘
i. Sihanouk, saying the United ' promised to maintain Cambo-
ts-tates supperted the move to ! -dia’s neutralist policies. - !

* oust him, said he would fortally |
~resign from his position but not ;
" ‘while the current regime holds :
(power in Cambodia. ‘
‘.- Take Office / .
} 'In an earller statement, Sih-,
o anouklcharged that the U.S.|
i Central Ingellipence Agency Wies

behind m‘é"ﬁﬁ&mm Cambodia !
‘that led to his ouster, He said |

-~ the sacking of the North Viet: !

~namese and Viet Cong embas-}
» sles March 11 had been organ-
" ized by his opponents out of per-:
r-sonal ambition and to meet the’
/ needs of the CIA. !
t Cambodla’s new. leaders for-:
_mally took office Saturday,:
warning Sthanouk to kecp hands ]
olf the nation and pledging to*
use all means in backing up de-
mands for withdrawal 6f North |
. Vietnamese and Viet Cong |
* trooos from Cambodian soil. |

i

- About 225 American tourists,
including playwright Arthur:
Miller, have. been caught in

- Cambodia by the political crisis .
» and ‘are trying to get to Thal-,

- land, U.S. newspaper publisher
: Martin* Wolman sald Saturday '

‘ ; Bmﬂkok- CELas g8 u':;,v;.-(fémd

: CIA-RDP80-01601R

Phom Penh, Gen. Nol demand- |’

n saying that Cambodia would ‘ '

be talking to Sihanouk, the Asso- §

with the new “salvation govern- i
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- Stampen hed all
| .,,

‘tha hamarles of the
| . ]
L] 4. ot its best

FTER several years of wait-

, ing in the shadows, Ameri-.
ca’s Central Intelligence Agency’

may be tully operational agam.

This week's incredible coup in Came

bodia. which will have such fac-reaching con-

] sequences through the entire Asian thealr®,
“ had the stamp of the C.LA. at its most pro-
fessional. :

OF course. there will be no ofli-
eial Jdetail on the C.LA, tole, but it

e Wouly he nalve in today's world to

s aatimie that Prince Norodom Sihas

‘e pouk's overthrow was just a lucky
adeldenl 1o the' Unlted States,

Wav huck in 1966, the ngency
was accused by some watchdog
Amarican Sensiors of supporting
“ Camtiodian rebeis who opposed the

:  Prince — an accusation that was
~widely trumpeted ahowt South-East

-~ *Awa. where the C.LA, is credited
with having spics in cvery town an
< jn crery Government,

It probably docs.

While the super-spy agency has
“made zrolesque mistakes over the

past 10 vears, it has also scored

some hrilliant successes and, under

/' the enthusiastic support of Presie

BN dent Nixon, C.LA. director Rich-

ard Helms and his world-wide net-

work of spics arc doubtless more
powerful than cver.

~ Charges that they had meddicd

far too much in Asian polilics

cavsed the C.LA. men to lic low

, for same time, bul it was obvious

° even to a reporter on a bricl visit

] l:’-w-_) .,rgf:n-ﬁ,':r" f @’;&:m 0‘ -
Jiew ~«ew&;uwg o ﬁﬂbﬂ&v .

-STATINTL

0 ' ¢

Bt DTN At s

hief Richard Helms . ., mor; poﬁ;rM
. than ever _

—p——
b p g o, o Y .

- 2 *
et W v R L e T b s W S e W

" to South-East Asia this month that @ R R AR ) S
+ . | the C.LLA. was “gung-ho” again. From PETER SN T e T T

V4 et e e MICHELMORE

which 1s run as a CLA, stube

L0 fond, bans and south Victnam,
atud it s common knowledge that
fhiese aircraft are used to move
aents and weapons for secvet

 prejecte
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| B The Big 4 Lie In Asia‘ "

Sen. Fulbright, in his usual broad-
\ nded approach to such questions,
/sald right away that he was willing
to assume “on gencral principles”
that the American
in the Cambodian developments.

Others in the American peacé bloa
made it sound as if, because an anti-
Communist government secms to
have taken over, the cause of peace
has suffered a setback, for which
.U. S. militants are to blame (or at
.least will applaud).

- Similarly, in Laos, they view with
~alarm the U. S. involvement there and
try to make it seem that we have
.launched an aggressive campaign to
control the country—while they

rarely acknowledge the long-standing

presence of thousands of North Viet-

namese soldiers in Laos in violation

‘of the Geneva accords, and never
point out that our involvement in

. Laos is, directly in response to re-
‘quests by the legitimate ‘Laotian
,lgicf)vernment, which is fighting for its
e. ‘ :

" We are most reluctant to tag critics
of U. S. policy as un-Americah—but

some go beyond the bounds of honest:

" eriticism. It is impossible to conclude
- anything but that their activities are
. anti-U. S. national interest,” and to

- assume that since they know better, -

their distortion of the facts underly-
ing U. S. involvement and activities
in Southeast Asia is deliberate.

Moreover, thex accuse the U. 8. of
refusing to , negotiate seriously at
Paris, when the truth is ... well,
listen to this from this week’s session
of the peace talks. ‘The North Viet-
eso delegate is speaking: .. -
“Fop & long. time-now, the United

e S b L

had a hand

- around 180 degrees and swear by it7

. “imperialism’”. are.

. empa T

" States has continually acted. to in-
timidate and vlolate (Cambodia’s) .

govereignty and its territory in the "
" hope of sapping its independence and !

neutrality.”

The truth is that the Viet Cong and -
North Vietnam have literally occupied -

portions of Cambodia for years, using

‘the areas as sanctuaries for their
aggression in
the very issue Cambodians rioted
about last week, sacking the North
Vietnamese and V. C. embassies and
eventually bringing about the ouster
of Sihanouk. :

South Vietnam—this is -

R

“The United States is thus aiming !

.o make Cambodia into a second Laos
or South Vietnam.

It is perfectly

clear that the Nixon administration, '

in order to save the defeat in Viet-

nam, is not only escalating in Laos, -

but is seeking moreover to expand

the war- to the entire Indochinese.

peninsula, thus gravely threatening

peace in all Southeast Agia.”
Get that,

The U. S. is escalating

the war in Laos. The fighting there
is the result—the whole. world knows -
this, and it is inconceivable that mem- *

vers of the United States Senate don't -

'know it—of North Vietnamese armed

-

-invasion of Laos, which the legitimate K

government of Laos Is resisting.
" How can you talk, much less nego-

~ tiate with people who brazeily, withs

out batting an eyelash, turn the truth

The bitterest pill of all:is that some
influential people in our own country,
wittingly or unwittingly, encourage
‘them by leading people to believ
'that their bare-faced lies about th
United States of Amgrlp’s"_qﬂeg

‘. -:,J;.-"':'.‘ -
\"urllf’:i .M.‘g_! .
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If you haven’t subscribed . .

We're not a crystal bowl, but often you will
get pre-views of history before anybody else gets
a hunch or even an educated guess. That’s because
our analysts are men like 'Tom Foley who use the
science of Marxism-Leninism to guage history.
Take what's happening in Cambodia. -
Foley’s piece in the November 1, 1969 issue
titled ““U.S.-Saigon Aggression in Cambodia,” said
~ "The country remains a thorn in the side of the
U.S. aggressors. Sihounek cancelled the U.S. aid VO
program in 1963 and broke off diplomatic relations \/
with the U.S. in 1965, charging that the CIA was
trying to oust him.” o
So you get a pretty good idea who's in there
behind the fog of State Department words. -
For these reasons we urge you to become sub-
scriber to this paper. Help us reach the goal of
(2,000 new readers by April. :
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.iCambodia’s chief of state.

{“can only turn the kingdom of: 1

A‘ |8 second South Vietnam.” .

BALTIMORE SUN - STATINTL . .
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Cambodian 'Coupi' '

- Is Lald To U.S.

1

§

L my THOMAS T. FENTON‘ 1 RN o
., UParis Bureau of The Sun] R 3 o
t Paris, March 19—Viet Cong4 ~ ~ % . ol
negotxators charged today that“ SR SR
the United States had- engl-; A
neered the coup d’etat that ousl- Lt T e !
ed Prince Norodom Sihanouk as? / B

Ly Van Sau, the Viet Cong's . R
* official spokesman, said that the,» - - <. 0 .
United States intended to-sabo-4 = = 7.oo 00 o o
tage Cambodia’s “independence,; . LTI
and neutrality."” I IR
- Mr. Sau, answering news- oL " L

men’s questions after the 59th } i
session of the Paris. talks, de-'; i
scribed yesterday's coup d’ etat n
as a “‘classic CIA maneuver.”
Nguyen Minh Vy, North Viet-3
nam'’s negotiator, charged dur- %
ing today's session that the Nix-= .- -
on admlmstratlon s efforts to ' ; o
foment trouble in Cambodia.f

Cambeodia into a second Laos or.‘

American officials . said that'ﬂ“
the U.S, negotiator, "Philip Ha-y}
bib, had rejected the Communist ;

l ‘ menun..%!\b?@%m.ﬂ Sl

charges, of -American; lnvolve-y@ L

.. b g e ey YTy W Y3y

PETET L : et Fandl el & p—
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It's quite difficult for the average
American citizen to evaluate the rela-
tive merits and demerits of Cambodian
politicians on the far side of the world, -
But it ought not to be difficult to

- understand that deposed Prince Noro-

dom Sihanouk of Cambodia, who hag
been replaced by a regime now recog-
nized by the United States, wag cer-
tainly no friend of America or free-

- dom.

If anyone neceded a éauge of Siha-
nouk’s friendship to us, an unfortu-

" nately negative one was available in the

PRSO —_

support and sympathy heaped on him
by some leading American political

» figures. If they like him, :it's a good
- sign he's bad for America. And this

should prompt recognition that they
are bad for American interests, too.
The removal of Moscow - visiting
Sihanouk had just been announced
when Democratic Senate Majority

t Leader Mike Mansfield rose up to

praise Sihanouk as “the one man in
all of his kingdom who can keep it to-
gether.” ’ ,

But even if Sen. Mansfield were
right, and there is no assurancs he is,
take a look at what Sihanouk had been
“keeping together.” It was a land that
was harboring 40,000 to 60,000 North
Vietnamese Communist troops that

* used Cambodia as a privileged sanctu- -
. ary from which to attack the southern

portion of South Vietnam and kill
Americans. This favor to the Reds has
been absolutely necessary to their-

‘presence in the south, ald to the enemy

without which the South Vietnamesa

-tive ease and speed,

STATINTL

. ; FOC——
L T K e o LT T g T )

riends’

. ;

and American froops could clear the
Communist menace from the southern
portion of South Vietnam with rola- -

Sen, George S. McGovern, the Demo-
cratic “dove™ from South Dakota, was -
also heard from, fearing that the CIAL
or some other U.S, agency had been‘
involved against Sihanouk. h

And then, if-these indicationa were |
not enough, up popped that old reliable i
surrender - prone opponent of sovnd:
foreign policy, Sen. J. William Ful--
bright, D-Ark., to declare his concern
about possible CIA involvement: “on
general principles.” . :

While these men and others similar
to them were apparently upset over .
the upset that Sihanouk had experi-
enced, other Americans with clearer
eyes, keener ears and better judgment:
could still hear ringing in the air the:
statement of Sihanouk from, Moscow .
calling Americans aggressive imperial-
ists and criticizing our defense of frees:
dom in his apparent effort to ingrati.’
ate himself with the Russians, who
furnish 80 per cent -of''the Red arms’

, and supplies that have made and cone )

tinue to make the Vietnam aggression-
possible. : . )

It will take time to toli' more about,
s0me of the new names in governmen-
tal positions in Cambodia., But Sihae
nouk already has exposed himself:
And the concern of the likés of Mans-:
field, McGovern and Fulbright should
give: perspective, too, for-they long'
ago have exposed .their dangerogn;

Py
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BEDS ACOUSE
1.8, OF TRYING
TOWIEN VAR

: BY EDWARD ROHRBACHM
[Chief of Paris Bureau]
[Chicaso Trivune Press Sorvice]
" PARIS, March 19—The Com-
{munists at the Viet Nam peace
;talks charged today that “ma-
" ‘nauvers and deeds” of the
‘United States pulled off the
:eoup in Cambodia that ousted
.Prince Sihanouk as head of
“gtate, o
- The North Vietnamese “and
the communist provisional rey-
olutionary  “government” of
South Viet Nam linked the “se-
rious situation” in Cambodia
with the accusation that the
United States js generally in-
tensifying the war in South Viet
'Nam and Laos, )

i BlamesC.L A.

K

—— e

Reporters askedwhd was re-

. ‘sponsible for the expulsion of
‘the neutralist Sihanouk, The
'/:“g overnment delegation’s
;spokesman, Ly Van Sau, re-.

. blied: . U
¢ “Youw're not unaware.of the
iclassic maneuvers of the.

{€. I A.-[Central Intelligenc§
iagencyl for sidetracking the

e g e g
neutral countries from their le
gitimate course.” . .

Nguyen Minh Vy, North Viet
Nam’'s negotiator at today’s
deadlocked session._ charged
that American poliéy in south-
east Asia is aimed at turning
Cambodia “into a second Viet
Nam or a second Laos.” He
said the history of American in-
volvement In Cambodia has
been one of “intimidation,
threats, and sabotage.”’ S

Vy claimed the “consistent
policy” of the North Viet Nam
government is “to respect the
independence, neutrality, and
territorial integrity of the king-

present boundaries.” - .

"U. 8. Ignores Issue

The United States did not
bring up the Cambodian events

Viet Nam delegate made only a
passing reference to it, natingr
that it was “an internal Cam-:
bodian affair.” o

Communists on the ,war pris-
oner issue but. said after«the
«conference. that -, he. -had,.re-
ceived noresponse. ... 5 . iy

St v 5l

Jgovernments . of . independent:
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dom of Cambodia within its ) S

in its statements. The South) S

_ American_Ambassa‘g'ioxl- iPhﬂip! ‘
C. Habib coptinued to, press the| -
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- Cambedia’s military
- rulers shift treeps

Daily World Forcign Department

Cambodian troops were reported yesterday to be pulling out of positions along
the country’s western frontier with Thailand and to be moving to the northeast
part of the country where Laos, South Vietnam and Cambodia come together.

The Cambodian National As- (D-Ark), chairman of the Sen- jerday in Peking from Moscow
sembly yesterday voted what it ate Foreign Relations Commit- /fand was met by Chinese Premier

“called “full power"—which may tee, said yesterday he belicved f Chou En-lai. Reports from both

mean dictatorial power—to arm- . the U.S. Central IntelligenceN Moscow and Peking continued

‘ed forces commander General ‘Agency was involved in the to.refer to Sihanouk as “chiel of
iLon Nol, and suspended the events in Cambodia, although he state” of Cambodia. A dispatch

icivil rights guarantees In the added he had no definite infor- ‘from Peking by Tanjug, the Yu-

! Cambodian constitution, _ mation. , goslav news agency, said Siha-
The Asseribly, under rightist - Sen. Mike Mansfield (D-Mont), nouk appeared *‘deeply anxious'
strong-man Lon Nol's direction, Senate majority leader called and was moved to tears in a’

had earlier voted to oust Prince,  ‘the change of power in Cambo- visit to the Cambodian Embassy.

Norodom Sihanouk as chief of dia a ‘‘disaster’ and said that , At the Paris peace talks yes-

state and to replace him with Sihanouk was the only man who terday, the Vietnamese side ac-

“pro-U.S. millionaire Cheng Heng, could hold the country together.” cused the'U.S. of being behind -
O the Assembly president. Saigon President Nguyen Van {he events in Cambodia. {
' An official dispatch from the * Thiou sald ho hoped his regime  The charges were made by
Cambodian news agency, Agence could re-establish diplomatic tie$ Democratic Republic of Vietnam

Khmer Presse, outlined the . withCambodia now. . .. representative, Nguyen Ming Vy.
charges made against Sihanouk - <-The U.S. yesterday recognized He said: “*We are going to show.
by those now in power in thé the new government of Gen. today that the U.S. not only con- | : :
Cambodian capital of Phnom Lon Nol and President Cheng tinues its ‘war of aggression in IR
“Penh. Sihanouk was charged Heng in Cambodia and said it  Vietnam and extend the war to ’
“with “helping the Vietcong” by had received a Cambodian note Laos, but that it also creates
providing them with weapons pledging “strict neutrality.” The tension in Cambodia, thus rais-
" ‘and refuges along the border  U.S. move became known in a ing a_ grave threat to peace in

! with South Vietnam. He was ac- . State Department news conlfer-- the whole of Southeast Asia.

* cused of corruption, demagoguery ... ence in Washington in which “The U.S. must assume f{ull

© " nepotism, and “ruining the pco-: press officer Carl Bartch said  responsibility for the consequ-

C ple.” The charges weré similar that “the question of ‘recogni- . ence,” he said.

S to those made against Ghana's tion’ docs not arise” for the new U.S. rcpresentative Philip Ha-
PR President Kwame Nkrumah and . regime. This means that the bib had “nothing to say™ about
Lo Indonesia’s leader Sukarno after U.S. considers the Lon Nol gov-  Cambodia, but in the session it-
they were ousted by pro-impe- ernment the legitimate succes- self he charged that the DRV
rialist military leaders, sor to Sihanouk.. ‘ " had brought about the whole
|_Senator J. Willlam Fulbright __ Sihanouk himsell ariived yes- . situation by its “invasiont.

-

N\

Lo

..' ™
N
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That Cambodian Coup
ge

IT WOULD BE encouraging, but
- much too optimistic, to belicve that
_the men in Cambodia who have oust-
“ed Prince Norodom Sihanouk from
.power — presumably because he was
*too friendly with the Communists

. and permitted the North Vietnamese .

»and the Viet Cong to make a doormat.
“of Cambodia — would now forcibly

expel all Viet Cong and North Viet- .
“namese forces from Cambodiansoil. ;

i They probably will not do so for
“several reasons. One is that they

“don’t have the military might to ac-

- complish such an aim.
', The Cambodlan army is estimat-

fed at between 30,000 and 33,000 men
""" his country neutral.

“‘and U.S..correspondents.in the area

.army and the Viet Cong irregulars

‘already in Cambodia.* .

a3 i ot A
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" resentful of the North Vietnamese

‘say it would be no match for the
' elements of the North Vietnamese

sems to be in the !

clear on this one — although that's ¢
just the first assessment of the situa- |

. tion. The Cambodian army, accord- }
_ing to these same sources, is partial {
L to the French (who once controlled }
Jall of French Indo-China) and -ac- !
“‘cepts advice from a rather large {
contingent of French officers and 1
military specialists. ' .
; The Cambodian army has been ;

S g

.. presence principally because it de-:
Juted the army’s control over some
 parts of the country and led to clash- ;

es with the Communists, Still, Sihan- 3

_ouk’s constant boast was that he kept i

—

One theory therefore is that Si- |
~hanouk himself engineered the coup ¢
* and will return to the frenzied cheers
“ of the Cambodian people when they

i

T N DU . demand an end to.the chaos which
G ‘AS FAR AS THE coup-itself is " the new governors of the country are _ﬁ
~Jysoncerned, the U.S, CentralIptelll- - Jikely 0. generate, |t Lk !
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Where Was the CLA?®Y
i T d 1op|;nent5 in Cambodia ing without ever fulfilling tha P :
he deve O ’ . }
‘ raise that ques- 1s€. . e - ! -
o e el i The 0 580 20 el
‘ . : i of pa _ Ja
l//ﬁgencg Agency, fgh‘cé‘ogaésglénghat tion involved in the bat,tlt()s1 a_ga:xg:t
men In e e ’did it PRODUCE the Vietcong.'The only trouble 1is it
might happen Of o the scheme is more apt to misfire. .
the happenings? In the manner in whlghcﬂ}: ClA- |
" “invasion” of Cuba mis- -
tha 1 it did the latter, hop-  sponsored “invasion B2 =" % =
mQ\::,tegil‘l,};eg}.lNixon a hand in the fired. Apd S0 we wxll. be fighting n E
" ' stxguggle in Vietnam for which he Cambodia too. el : o
T promised a solution while campalgn- What a catastrop |
’ ! o ° oWl cmdinaar o oTmed S e R 1 ‘.n_cl\"
___,/}
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‘CAMBODIA, Laos, Thailand and
:Vxetnam are largely unnatural countries
rﬂu'us»t on the world In the last iwo
decades. They have been pushed far
{beyond their rightful positions of Im-
Eporiance

i Vielnam has been a major headliner
¥ for almost 10 years. A scattering of news
}' about Thailand reaches front pages only
! because of the sirategle role it plays as a
lmajor U.S. base in the Vietnam war.

‘ } ! Normally, it would be heard from only in :

! travel articles about its unique hedges
.-and royal aviaries, Laos Is like a pot of
'gumbo, heated and cooled periodically {0
 suit appetites.

 used to make the news because its ruling
“prince for 20 years possessed an advanc-
"ed talent for pomposity, incongruity and
' plain lying, which he falthfully exposed to,
;‘the worid with a perverse sense of
¢ timing.

" Since Prince Sihanouk has apparently

A

“was dispatched. But it isn't s0 easy.
From a rice paddy foundation,
- Sihanouk somehow managed to insinuate
 himself and Cambodia into larger affairs -
b during the last decade. It is a sad com-
| mentary that this Indo-Chlinese
t princeling, otherwise a laughable buffoon,
I has an effect on {he East-West balance of
-power and world peace.
* Here are some of the- possibllities of
. the Cambodlan coup:
. Sihanouk was on a trip 1o Moscow and
'Pcklng when he was deposed. It was
. thought in Washington he was using the
 threat of a right-wing challenge to his
b rule to reinforce demands that Hanol be .

‘Cambodia, @ sanctuary from American
 firepower in Vietnam. Such a removal, -
+although doublful, would have eased the
msmn‘es in Vietmm Thax's mposedly
sbot now. -

© Now it's Cambedxa agam “Cambodia

«Jost his job, it would be comforting to-™
+ write him off, in much the same way that -
,hxs sister-under-the-skin Madame Nhu '

. persuaded to withdraw its troops from -

..»....WWM-J ‘ral. for peace, -

Approved For Release. 2000/08/16.: CIA RDP80-01601 R000400220001 -6
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8/' A Deserved But Untlmely Coup \

In the past, Sihanouk hop-scotched |
botween the communist and non<om-d
munist camps. As an unequalled egolist, .

he would stoop to anything to l'egain1 v

power, including enlisting the aid of .
Hanoi. His challengers preside over an
ill4rained and poorly equipped army of
35,000. Hanol has at least 40,000 troops on ;
Cambodian soil. It would be no contest if :
" the communist guns were aimed at;‘g
. Cambodia rather than Vietnam. .
The coup could provoke new en-,
croachments in Cambodia by Hanol. Thei
"danger is that the Vielnam war-could be’
extended into Cambodia. It i already |
- threatening in Laos. '
There is the possibility of help from the '
-pew Cambodian leaders. They could exert ‘
pressure on North Vietnamese troops |
.camped on their land, which thanouk‘
porsiglently refused to do, But there s |
danger there, ‘100. If the Cambodlans
! wanted 1o peck at the North Vietnamese, ,
" they would need addltional equipmentl
and assistance. 1

The Central Intemggns.e_Agsnsy and |’

other secret agencies would probably be|

dehghrted 1o get into the act in Cambodxa, -

as they are in Laos -A North Vaet.namese
reaction would' spread the war over|
almost the entire Southeast Asia pehin-
sula, sucking the U.S. decper into ﬁxe
mire. Actually, the CIA could already be'
‘active Iin Cambodia, It could be the force,
_behind the Sihanouk coup.

~ If it were not for the dangers impncit
in the Sihanouk toppling, #t would be pure
- pleasure to see the clown prince get bis'
due. But there is no comfort in a sltua-i
tion that could bring new conflict and
disorder at a time when this nation is ato'
templing to reduce iis mvolvemem in
the wvegion. }

It is a part.of the enigma of the. area*
and its inflated importance that the fall,
-of Sthanouk, ' whose: ‘corruption and‘

- capriclousness ‘wera travesties of leaders|

ship, ahould bear such ﬁm'ebodingsl

o uhl. PP,

it
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they professed ignorance about' ,
what was happening in Phnom '
Penh. .o D :

Talking with newsmen about
the Phnom Penh proclamation,
Senator Mansfield said: L

“I am concerned and dis-
turbed, but I don't think we! o - o
ought to swallow the story . - . . _ .t
whole. . , i ' ' ' o
T oy e “Prince Sihanouk js one man
Mansfield Expects in all of Asia 1 wouldn't seil

: ’ short,” the senator continued,
Sihanouk’s Return S0h oo \ouk and Cambod.
By PAUL W. WARD . |ia are synonymous.” J

[Washington Bureau of The Sun] | Referring to recent broadcasts,

Washington, March 18—Sena-|from Moscow, Hanoi and Peking!
tor Mike Mansfield (D.; Mont.), | alleging that the U.S,has beens . -
who for more than seven years|promoting. opposition ~ within St

. Approved For Release 2000/08/16: CIA-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6 = '

had championed Prince Noro-|Cambodia to Prince Sihanouk’s |
dom Sihanouk's brand of South-|“neutralist” regime, newsmen
east Asian “neutrality,” voiced|asked about " possible United
doubts today that the Cambodi- | States involvement in the
an’s ouster would prove, perma-| Prince’s ouster. " - S
nent. “I give you my word that we| ~ . ' .
Nixon administration officials,|are not involved in Cambodiain| " - ; -

on the other hand, would not{any way, shape.or form,” he
venture any judgments aboul )said.
the future course of events in| . - o Lo
[Cambodia. Besides, confessing Coup Laid To CIA et
that.they had been surprised by By THOMAS T. FENTON | B
me‘w@m;.og ﬂlﬁ,.qo.!l?.. [Paris. Bureatt of The Sunl i

I S Paris, March 18—North Viet-

. .~ |namese sources in Paris charged =
e {tonight that the Cambodian
@ - {government’s ouster of Princc T T
Norodom Sihanouk 'as'‘chief ob el s

state' had been ' engineered by,
the United States. _ S
" The sources, who said that -
they’ were speaking unofficially,’ -
described the coup detat as
“the work of the CIA.”

They pointed to press reports| - ' .. ..
R T AP of recent joint actions by the: .~ "
7o |Cambodian Army and the South. L o : .
B Vietnamese Army along the, ~ - . . R SIS PR
Cambodian - South Vietnamese| . " -~ RERTRE Rt
border as evidence of collusion:
between the United States and. -
the - Cambodian generals - who . °
S o s have apparently seized power.
Gl e e The sources, who had no direct;
: e |reports on the coup d'etat other :
T than press accounts reaching.- - - ‘-
* lhere, said that they would not,

St lyet rule out the ‘possibility that )
I VA ‘Prince Sihanouk might :still re-
YL turndo power, o v o

P Lo . B . o e et
vi . ! d o :

.
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(Sa“mmuk Ouﬂ
- CiA P@M———Hench

' By MILT FREUDENHEIM
; Chicago Daily News Service

PARIS — The ouster of neu-

§tra)ist Cambodian leader
Prince Norodom Sihanouk was '

‘arranged by the American

V :’Cenhal "Intelligence  Agency

’ {CIAL, acecording to some
Trench military officials,

They see it as a moYe lo

_strengthen the position of Thai-

‘land in case Laos falls to’

"Communist North Vietnamese
and Pathel Lao forces.
_— The takeover by Cambodian
!Premier Gen. Lon Nol and
ISihanouk's rightist  relalive,
. Prince Sisowath Sidik Matak, is
: compared here with the 1965
\/ .ouster from powecr of Indone-
{sian president Sukarno, which
Ithe French .also credit to the

..see a CIA rofe whether it exits !

duces caution. Some experts
think he may yet stage another
dramatic comeback.

According to French an
lysts, who are always quick fo

or nol, other American motives !
in Cambodia include: ;

—Hoping for permission to!
bomb the Ho Chi Minh trail in:
Cambodia for Viet Cong and :
Laos in order to cut North:
Vietnamese supply lines to their ;
forces in South Victnam. . ‘

—Denial of sanctuary in’
Cambodia for Viet Cong and ;
North Vietnamese [orces raid-

_ing across the border into ..

South Vielnam, .
—Removal of an erratic and .

. frequently pro-Pcking ncutralist

;\/_

o

i CIA, leader, ‘Sihanouk;”:blamed by .
However Sihanouk’s long and the Pentégon*fot prolonging the - * %
'spectacular history of resigning, Vietnam war by* tolerating . R
‘and threatenlng to resign pro- Hanoi penetration ol Cambodia, |
/
. a
. !
A
) -
v L .
M ¥ .‘ .
-



- [Wa 1w counld @mﬂ-nm' @@W@Eﬂﬁ
_,;LEG} QL Je S
.;mal«g ﬁorc us ?

A

Approved For Release 2%%%9‘(8'61 hCI%DP80'—O1601 R0OO
19 Mar 1.970

N
!

a4 ey

By James NMcCartney
.Chicago Daily News Service '

4qn Cambodia—if it is success-
ful—has the potential of chang- |
ing the pround rules of the
Vietnam War.

© It could be the biggest break ‘
that President Nixon has got-
,ten in trying to end the war.

% Or it could lead to a North
Vletnamese attempt to " take
"over Cambodia by force, and’
. thus cause a new and different
: kind of crisis in Vietnam.

i

" The right-wing military coup\
|

~ U.S. officials do not pretend |
; to know what precisely is hap---
penmg in Cambodia — or who

_ may wind up in charge. 1t's too :

_early for that.

.‘ . But they are certain that the
‘ events of the last few days in
‘_Cambodia will a¥fect all of,

{ Southeast Asia. And they are:
: geeking to weigh alternatives.

Camtbodia is important be- |

; cause it has sought, essential-

- ly, to remain neutral in strug-.

* gle tor Southeast Asia.
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, :

" the chief of state who has been

ousted, has walked a narrow -
path — often leaning one way, '
then the other.

DAILY 'NEWS Washington '
Bureau chief Peter Lisagor re-
ports that suspicion that the
| coup deposing him might be-
- another ruse faded quickly as

- -Southeast Asian experts stud-

led the scant reports moni-
tored on Phnom Penh Radio.
" THE JUDGMENT in Wash-
"ington Is that Gen. Lon Nol.
as premier and his accomphces
have entrenched themselves in
power, and that the neutrahst
Sihanouk has been per-!
manently bounced.

This prospect raised appre-'

of the unknown" by one
source, that the rightist anti-

Communist successors of Siha-

nouk might get In over their'
heads in their defiance of the '

North VRB?S’?%" ed For' Re‘lféw2d&0‘m§m meqs),

' a dilemma on our hands,” sald

! U.s. and South Vietnamese;

1

b v mesv

- «]f they did that and hol-
lered for help, we might have

one U.S. official.

© SIHANOUK has permitted
“the North Vietnamese to usc
his country as a sanctuary in

mounting attacks on southern |

. ¥
South Vietnam. If that ground | gain control in

i and invite the United States to

rule were to be removed, the
1 Communists would be severely
crlppled

That would aid President
| Nioxn in de-escalating the war.*

Approximtely 40,000 main-
“force North Vietmamese troops
are believed to be based in
ICambodia, poised to threaten,
' the capital city of Saigon and'| .
the rich Mekong Deita to the
[ south. : ;

\ DAILY NEWS correspondent)
! Milt Freudenheim reports that’
» Paris observers were quick to!
stress the dangers of a shift to.
uthe right in Cambodia. If the

~weak Cambodian army falls to\ na

‘control the Communist Viet
namese forces, United States,
| forces could be sucked in, as
.happened in Vietnam and
| Laos, they warned,

; Cambodia also has provided
ithe supply route for Commu- |
inist forces In southern South'
{ Vietnam. ' 5

touch the supply routes — or
4 attack Communist bases =

- This course of..action, no:

| forces have ot been able to] |

| without violating Cambodia's|’

ostensible neutrality.

U.S. MILITARY officials say;
flatly that the United States,

. jco wi . i
‘hensions, described as a “fear: could win a “quick military .

victosy” in Vietnam if ground.
‘troops werc permitted to in-]

tuaries in Cambodia and Laos.

. And officlals have not been |
reluctant to discuss the possi-

vade . the Communist sanc-\

...—-.-...

' STATINTL
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troops mlght try to do the job
No I¢sé ‘an -officlal than De-
fense’ Sec. Melvin R. Laird has
openly discussed  this _possi-'l
bility.

That's where the importance
‘of a successful right-wing coup
' comes into the picture.

It right-wing generals were
Cambodia

“The take-over in Cambodia
by Gen. Lon Nol and Sihan-
ouk's righthist relative, Prince
Sisowath Sirik Matak, is com-
pared in Paris with the ouster
of Indonesian President Su-
kamo, which the French also
credit to the ClA_

The Communists have the
‘military power {o respond.
They are already in 'a strong
position in Laos, north of Cam-'
bodia. They probably could"
‘take over all of Cambodia if

clean out North Vietnamese
forces, the temptation to take
them up on the offer would be
great. -

‘tack. 1

doubt, would cause a political | .
uproar in the United States.

BUT LESS drastic possl
bilitles also are being - dis-
cussed in officlal circles here.
For example, a right-wing re-
gime in Cambodia might. make
it possible to freeze supply
routes to the Communist forces'
in Cambodia and SOutp Viet-;

AT THE PARIS, \xetnamJ
‘talks Thursday, Freudenheim
reports. North Vietnam -ac-
»cused the United States of try-
ing to spread the Vietnam War,
\lnto Ca™bodia and Laos. But
‘Hanoi carefully avoided recog-
nition that Sihanouk has been .
ousted. .

m. ' ' “It is perfectly clear that the -
Supplies [or Communlst ar- |Nixon administration, in order
mies in the Mekong Delta have '
been permitted to flosw. freely
through Cambodian ports.. . -

The United States also might
be invited to bomb Commumst

ing to extend the war to the

placmg a grave threat to peace

Im Southeast Asia,” Hanoi deie-

lsanctuarles i in Cambodx‘a
Bombmg has not been per-

clared.
imltted in Cambodia

“The United States must as-

| THE OTHER side of the coin | sume full responsibility for the

ipresents a different picture. i consequences,” Vy said as he

| There is widespread specula-! ‘went into Lhe session.

“tion in Saigon and Paris that -,

, the United States — probablyl b:i ta?izs%i?g:s 1::’};2 eﬁ.

through the Central Intelligcnc ifered the sesgmn “I have no

Agency—has played a’role inVynention of having an om-.

the Cambodian coup.” - 8 any com.
ment on Cambodia.”

Freudenheim reports thatl
;French ‘military officials see it: South Vietnamese delegate )
as a move to strengthen the! Pham Dang Lam replied that|.
8 Ilong-standmg North. Vietnam-
position of Thailand in c8Se| oco genials that its troops are'
Laos {alls to North Viemamese in Laos and Cambodia have:
and Pathet Lao forces. .

6‘1‘661

.been disproved by recent state-:

0 G
4 tralist govemments of both,
tcountrles.

[ Y ; reitd T --vl

|they wished in a counter at-;. o

to save itself from defeat in
Vietnam, not only is escalating 7"
‘the war in Laos but also is try- =~ -~

| whole IndoChinese Peninsula, = '

gate Nguyen Minh Vy- de- _‘ '

09iigs of the neu-, . ’
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BAR SEANOUNK

AS CAVBODIAN
STATE CHIER

Assembly Orders
| His 0»ve‘rth‘r0w

{From Tribune Wire Services]

BANGKOK, Thailand, March
18 — Right-wing opponents
deposed Prince Nordom Sihan-
ouk, Cambodia’s neutralist
chief of state, today while he
was in Moscow. Sihanouk
warned that the action coulg

Two Behind Ouster

The key figures behind the
take-over were believed to be
Gen. Lon Nol, premier and
military forces commander,
who has led the recent drive to
get North Viet Nam and the
Viet Cong to withdraw their
troops from Cambodia, and
Sirik Matak, a high government
minister. Both he and Lon Nol
frowned on Sihanouk's evasive

times was .pro-American but
more frequently was pro-
Communist, - ‘
Lon Nol tried ‘to shift the
government to the right in 1967
while Sihanouk was in France,
but the prince quickly returned
and effected a government
shakeup that foiled the gen-

power.
Today's take-over came only
two days after Viet Cong and

result in war between Cam-

North Vietnamese negotiators

neutrality policy, which some-!

eral’s apparent attempt to seize|.

bodia and North Viet Nam and ' ignored a Cambodian demand
'vowed to réturn, even if ‘it that their troops leave the
meant his arrest. _country and demanded that
" fThe official Phnom Penh Cambodia pay reparations for
radio announced that the damage done to their ¥em-
pational assembly ousted bassies in Phnom Penh:"

Sthanouk, 47, blaming him for an ti-communist Cambodian "

the “political crisis” created by mobs during three days o
at least 40,000 communist North rjots, . -
Vietnamese and Viet Cong: No U, S, Comment
troops in Cambodia.
. Troops Called Out House had no comm.ent on the
: travel and communica.| situation in Cambodia. “We're
tions 'with the Cambodian capl- Watching the situation very
tal were cut off shortly before closely and have, no .comment

the anmouncement. A corres- on it,” Rondld Ziegiér," White

§ N d
ondent for the Japanese House press secretary,’ saic.
11>{y odo news agency reported’ {Observers said the Nixon
that tanks and troops were administration presu;nablyuwas

’ ' - adopting an extremely cautious
23::&;";;;?::{; g:;:)l:et&i: attitude because of the possibil-
1]
-~ ouster action, to guard impor-
tant government buildings,
The broadeast said Sihanouk
-was provisionally replaced by
l(iheng Heng, 50, milﬂonaire{ cast declared the absent Sihan-
_' wz;" andh national assembly g wag ousted from leadership
spealker, who had been &cting| opier the national assemoly and
|88 e:tm:l: of state since Sihanouk | 4o council of ‘the . kingdom
| went abroad. -~ Pssynanimously a'greed; to with-
' draw confidence?’ in him. -~ °

‘to power and because of:the
generally delicate nature of
Cambodia’s polities.] . - - " . .

A Phnom Penh ragdio broad-

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : C
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jty that Sihanouk might return.
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“As of 1 p.m. March 18, |was trying to stir up -Cambo-
Prince Sihanouk shall cease his| dians against his regime.
function as chief of state of| Relations were restored with
Cambodia,”” the broadcast said. | the United States last June, but
“Mr. Cheng Heng, choirman o1on" 3 low level. Meanwhile,
the national assembly, i en- Sihanouk had * turned from

chief of state until the next ¢, caying that the Chinese and
election of a true chief of state pysejans’ were friends who

in conformity with the national yechected Cambodia’s, neutral-
constitution.” VMR ity
Once was King ., * - 4. The coup came at a time
Sihanouk ruled as king from .when _the United States was
1941 to 1955, guiding his country ncggtiating in Pl}nom ngh for
thru World War II and to the’ return of 7the hijacked
independence from France. He munitions freighter Columbia
abdicated in 1955 in favor of his Eagle. The freighter was towed
father, King Norodom Sura- _into the Cambodian port of
marit, who died in 1960.. . Sihanoukville on Tuesday.
Sihanouk declined to-become The government obviously
Kl 0 e e e e s
wide powers, | ention \
chi:afo[ state ?"“!‘ P In the past, Sihanouk has held
2 American naval vessels that
15 ' ... |strayed, into Cambodian waters
e %% | from South Viet Nam for some

in the Gulf  of ' Siam last
week-end were believed to be in

have hijacked the freighter,
bound' . for = Thailand, as a

trusted with the function of gepouncing Red China in 1965

time before releasing the
crews.. The two seamen who
seized the freighter at gunpoint -

Phnom Penh, They were said to.-

‘protest against thp war in Viet
. AP Wirephotos) ‘ﬁzum. They have been granted
. . Sirlk ‘Matak. [lei(]l, a. Cam-" £ tical asylum. .~

bodian -rightwing leader, and " -
Gen, Lon Nol, They reportedly
are the powers behind the new
government, ' -

with his mother, Queen Siso-
‘wath Kossama, as monarch. By
performing a’delicate balancing.
act betwecn the communist
bloc and the ~west, Sihanouk|’
managed for years to keep his
country from becoming another
Viet Nam or Laos,
Dreaks with U, 8. .-
But in 1965 Sihanouk broke
relations ‘with the , Uhited! -
‘States, charginp ‘that: American
forces in South''Viet Nam
constantly  viclated Cambodia’s a
‘border.. He also charged that
{he.Central, Intelligence agency] |/ *

|A-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6
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Pro-U.S. millionaire chief —Lsrar
replaces Prince Sihanoulk

Dail-y World Foreign Department
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Cambodia’s chief of state, said Tuesday he would re-

.turn to Cambodia even if he risked arrest there, informed diplomatic sources said in
. Moscow on Wednesday. .

* The Cambodian leader made

his remark before the govern—\_‘
ment of Cambodia announced over
Radio Phnom Penh on Wednesday
-that it had deposed him as chief of .
state and was appointing million- '
aire Chen Heng to replace him.
Sthanouk left Moscow on Wed-
“nesday bound for Peking, but had
_no additional statements to offer-.

i as he boarded the large, four-jet

: Sihanouk’s ouster was heard from :

. Soviet airliner at Moscow's Sher- .

; emetyevo airport.

' The Cambodian government,

theaded by armed forces comman-

der, General Lon Nol, closed

‘down all transportation and com-
munications links with the outside

world on Wednesday: An uncon- -

firmed report from Saigon said
Cambodian officials ‘were expel-.

the country. .
* Only the broadcast announcing

Cambodia's radio stations Wed-
nesday. -
The government'staternent said:

“In view of the political crisis
“created in recent days by the chief

of state, Prince Sihanouk, and in

- conformity with the conslitution '

of Cambodia, the National Assem-
“bly and the Council of the King~
dom during a plenary session held
. on 18 March at 1300 hours (1 p.m.)
‘have unanimously agreed to with-
draw confidence in Prince Sihan-
* ouk.” .

Sihanouk charged earlier that’
the right-wing Cambodian mili-
tary, headed by Gen. ‘Lon Nol,:
were Lrying to oust him with the
help of the US., in order to end
Cambodian neutrality and to re-
turn the country to a pro-U.S.
stance.

In Moscow on Wednesday, Si--
hanouk stated that the right-wing
coup in Cambodia could make war
between his country and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam inevi-
table.

Referring to his conversalions
with Soviet leaders, Sihanouk said:

menace to the balance.of forces

“The sqgiali m siders t ' ‘
e BB VUL G Refease 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6
, between the U.S. and themselves.’ . ‘ R ' . _

Sihanouk also said Premier
Chou En-lai of the People’s Repub--

" tic of China had sent him a person-
“ al telegram as ‘‘an expression of «

the worry of China, which at the .

“moment is.keeping calm in the:-~

face of provocations directed at‘“

_ Its ambassador in Phnom Penh.”’ *
According to Sihanouk, the’’

USSR “offered me many-sided aid -

to reestablish order and neutral- -

ity” in Cambodia. He said he had
declinéd the offer. .
The 47-year-old Cambodian "
prince Is a former king of his
country who voluntarily abdicated

in 1955, shortly after the country -
*gained its independence from?’

France. Sihanouk stepped down to
organize a political movement '

S umireds of Vietnamese xpet . which would elect him to office.

What was established was the

' +*Sangkum Reastr Niyum,"" or Peo-

ple’s Soclalist Community, which

‘Sihafiouk regarded as a broad, na- N
tionalist coalition movement and
which he headed. The figurehead

“ruler was his father, King Noro-
‘dom Suramarit, who died in 1960.

That was the year in which Sihan--
ouk adopted the “chief of state”:
title.

Up until 1963, Cambodia and Si-
hanouk were under strong U.S.
influence. The U.S. influence was
especially strong in the Cambod
jan armed forces, headed since,
'1955 by Gen. Lon Nol. !

But Sihanouk’s policy of non-
"alignment and careful neutrality
brought Cambodia into increas-

~ ingly sharp-conflict with the US..
.which was escalating its war ol - -

aggression in neighboring South
Vietnam. "
In 1963, Sihanouk ordered the '
U.S. aid mission out of the coun-
try, charging it was a front for a
CIA plot to overthrow him. In 1965

_he broke all ties with the U.s.

after repeated US. air and
ground attacks on Cambodia. Re-
lations were only resumed in mid- l
1969. , .



O

Approved For Release éoBﬂgg@ﬁﬁgﬂ‘A‘-Ropao-o1eo1 — |

19 March 1970 | - STATINTL

Asian Crucible: (1) Cambodia and Laos

South-cast Asia is morc of an idcological crucible this week than ever; Mr Galbraith's '
notion that the countrics of the arca may relapse into the obscurity ‘which they descrve’
looks singularly unrealistic. The irony is that the fate of the arca may be determined
more in Laos and Cambodia than in Victnam itsclf. : :
The overthrow of Prince Sihanouk bears all the impress of a brilliant intelligencé - o
coup. The CIA may be in retreat in Laos; in Cambodia it could well have had a \/ '
hand in preciscly the kind of job which it belicves it is mcant to do, One domino looks
like falling; but another is being shored up. - ‘ _
' The net results of the events of the past weck are unpredictable but certain lincs of
speculation are admissible:
) Cambodia. 1f the new Cambodian regime cracks down hard on the communists
and deprives the North Victnamese forces (and the Vietcong) of their sanctuarics and
supplies, the effect in South Victnam will be considerable. North Vietnam'’s use of
Cambodian bases,-and supplies, has been a factor of enormous importance throughout
the war. : ' : - :
(ii) Laos. In Laos, the position is very different. North Vietnam is aiming to secure
the establishment of a communist-dominated neutralist ¢oalition; it also wants to .
extract an American pledge not to bomb the Ho Chi Minh trail., If it wins these two
"points, it would have scored a notable triumph; The ‘cteation of a tiew coalition in
Vicntiane would be adduced as an adequate precedent for ‘the formation of.a coalition
in Saigon, . ’
The situation in Laos is now so grave that Mr Rogers, the American Sccretary of
Statc, has dropped hints this week that American ground forces may, after all, have to
, ' beintroduced ~ but only with the consent of Congress (which will be difficult to sccure)s
It is arguable that, if the Amcricans were prepared to make a firm stand in Laos,
they might catry the day in the whole of south-cast Asia. This thesis will doubtless be
'derided in many quarters; the mere idea of ‘another. Victnam' frightens a large
“sector of American public opinion. .
But, while exaggerated importance should not be given to the reported ascendancy
"of the doves in the Hanoi politburo, it is clear that North Victnam could not simul-
tancously (a) continuc a losing war in the south, where Vietnamisation has proved
‘more cffective than many people forccast, (b) face the sustaincd hostility of the’
Cambodian regime, which would harass the Vietcong in various ways, and (c) face in
Laos the full brunt of American military might and air power, backed by the Mco = -
- tribcsmen. A : ‘ _ _
North Victnam’s aim has always been the eventual control of all of former French =
* Indochina, not merely the acquisition of South Vietnam. But it would find it hard to -~
fight in thrce countrics simultancously. g o
(i) Russia and China. From the calculations outlined above, it might scem that
there is the chance of some kind of dcal; but deals in south-cast Asia are notoriously
difficult to secure. Much will depend on the way Russia and China rcact to the current
crises. As they arc in grim competition with each other, as well as with the Americans,
their mood is likely to be tough and unyielding; certainly China’s. The odds are there-
. fore that (a) if the Cambodian challenge to the communists fails, south-cast asia will
become a more intractable, crisis-ridden region than ever, and the communists will
step up their cfforts to give the Americans a bloody nose in Laos; but (b) if it succeeds,
the undermining of North Vietnam's whole strategy may have begun. © N
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. Southeast Asia= As Always = Changes

" “Yowll, never plumb the Oriental

. mind, and if you did it st worth
- “uthe toil.” | e .

.~ The lines are Rudyard Kipling's, [S

‘rand the theme is as immortal as

-Asia’s inscrutability. The case in

'Y point now is Cambodia, and the ques-

i ton is whether any amount of toil now

*.can keep the Vietnam war from spill-

,i ‘Ang across the whole Southeast Asian-

v peninsula. A O E
¢» . In the span of a few hours yester-
[ -day, the political and military picture ‘
- In Southeast Asia changed radically.
“Prince Norodom ' Sihanouk,” Cambo- 1 :
«dia’s neutralist ruler, was deposed

h ) . : . ‘

. i o - p'may be helping Cambodian troops in
‘[’.-'I(V? b least 201; now) while visiting tl.“ ;:r'a drive to rout the Communist gueril-1
i 0SCOW. NMio power came an anti-}} . “mp.c would widen the war. Even
, Communist military clique—a fact if ‘they succeed in sealing off Cam-'

" that led inevitably to the' suspleion .. o qia a0 sanctuary, Hanoi’s roving,.

¢ . .- already entrenched) all the more’ im-4
" quuestlonab!y_a strong, anti-Com-" portant as a springboard into South’
-munist Cambodia—bordered by Wést-‘ R Vietnam__ It’s hard to be sure now

:ern-allied Thailand, neutral Laos, and ' pgy the newly fluid situation will:
; ‘Red - besieged South - Vietnam (see  help contain the war, o g
r.map)—would shift Southeast Asia’s’ , Cambodia - itself . i factionalized.. ’
! ;power balance and serve as a gener- . ‘Sihanouk may - yet prove the only

e | R
RS 0 e .
¢ ‘

;ous spur to Saigon’s forces in their: ‘national figure who can hold it to-]

‘battle against Communist Insurgents gether, Meantime, Washington must

i and invaders from North Vietnam, . |decide between wholeheartedly back-
3" But the issue that seems to have led 'ing an anti-Red Cambodian regime, |
© to Sihanouk’s removal is the use of . as it did in South Vietnam 15 years’,
f Cambodia’s soil as “Sanctuary” by 'ago, and “lowering its profile” ac-.
( Hanoi’s and the Viet Cong's raiders cording to the Nixon Guam Doctrine.
- :who strike in South Vieinam, then re- ‘The temptation to grasp opportunity
i“treat beyond the Cambodian bordet. . and support “our side” will be' gréat |
i Sihanouk tolerated this for years. Re- “~—but only justified if it leads us .
. gently anti-Red Cambodian factions .. out of the Asian swamp' and not )
g e

{ protested. Now the South Vietnamese 'deeper Inoe ey s S

il

Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000400220001-6

. LA e ——— s ot e ko L e

4%y

N e e

S e




Approved For Release 2000/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601

TOLEDO, OHIO
TIUES

MAR 19 1970
M - 31,347

VERTHROW of the often contradictory |.:
: Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia came '
s suddenly and seemingly without warning, but '
1it has been in the works for some time. Gen.
*Lon Nol, who apparently is the real man in?
« charge now, almost took over the government i
‘;'.'two years ago—and the issue then, as NOW, 7]
' was the presence of Viet Cong and North Viet-
*namese iroops in the country. Thus it may.
i« be assumed that the general and his backers i
1 object to the Vietnamese infiltration and would '
*be willing to extend to the United States or
-4 South Vietnam the right of hot pursuit of their %

»
.}
X}

[ .
s enemy’s forces across the borders into Cam-

:bodia. N + .
'+ However, the coup d’etat also could inc'ite\,i
i-the North Vietnamese to intensify their cam-

'y paign in Laos, Cambodia’s neighbor to'the:
?: north, Laos becomés even more important to
@ the North Vietnamese if there is a prospect {
‘e that the Cambodian sanctuary will be denied
1y them. ' .
it ' The poorly-defined 763-mile frontier between
i* Cambodia and South Vietnam has been a con--
it stant source of friction. In 1963 Prince Si-
is hanouk broke relations” with South "Vietnam
% over military violations of his border, which™
i»the South Vietnamese denied. On the other §
¢ hand, while he often protested it, the prince ]
it did nothing about the obvious infiltration into
i#.Cambodia of North Vietnamese and Viet Cong.
i Undoubtedly Prince Sihanouk will contend
jwhis -ouster resulted from American «‘CIA'E)

eplotting, but he was almost overthrown 8
=because his generals tired of his. unpredict- ;
imable and inconsistent policies—denouncing the %
>Communists one day and embracing them the

*next. He warnéd the Communists back then '
«that if they continued their infiliration he |
iwcouldn’t last, and “‘General Nol and company ;
Zwill hold power instead.” Then, he predicted, .
*Cambodia would become “a fortified base for
rthe Americans.” '

'+ There isn’t much anyone can do now but

'wwait and see what happens. The coup d’etat ap-
sparently was predicated upon popular an-
~tagonism to the continued presence of North

! ZVietnamese and Viet Cong in the country, |
.+and it would be logical to assume some sort,.
;+of action will be taken on that score. Whether

"fhe small Cambodian army is capable of en- §
“Yorcing demands that the Viet Cong and the ¢
*North Vietnamese leave the country is. another 4
wquestion. The situation raises a variety of int- i
sleresting possibilities for new crises in South- ;
prast Asia. e et i it gl

» 1 -
e ———e

iy

(After Sihanouk, What? o

s
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Lo Against Red Troops’ IHavens |

'
N

e Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
=it \WWASHINGTON — A foreign ambassador in

| fied with his small nation’s fragile independ-

"l Or it could lead to more effective American

R

[Riddle in Cambodia:
U.S. Ponders Impact
Of Sihanouk’s Quster

e e T

WAL BTRICET JOUINAL
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. American generals in Salgon clalm they4
cotild shorten the war by a year or so it Com-
munists were deprived of their Cambodisn ref-
uges.. They chafe under political curbs from,

in border reglons.
Lolcly these Hanol troops haveé grown mors
high-handed in their use of Cambodian bases

Allies Could Benefit in Vietnam
‘ If New Rulers Press Moves

i
By RORERT KEATLEY

-

Canibodia once met Princess Monique, wife of
that neutral country's Prince Norodom 8ihan:
ouk, resting before a lavish state dinner at an
official residence near Angkor Wat—the mag-
nificent stone ruins of an ancient kingdom that
form Southeast Asia's architectural master-
]piece. o
The beautiful princess was fatigued. “The
Prince and I have teen up since four o'clock,”
she explained, “checking guest rooms to be
sure they all have soap and towels.”

Such attentlon to detail has been & hallmark
lof Prince Sihanouk's 15-year rule., But things
‘have gone terribly wrong this week for the en-

ergetic prince who has beén so closely identi-

and Imve attacked Cambodian outposts nearly.
200 times in recent months by Phnom Penh's
count. These actions have aroused much public
opposition to their presence, especially as
Cambodlans view all Vietnamese as their his:

STATINTL

Washinglon that sharply restrict—but don’t en- )
tircty forbid—them from striking against Reds! -

toric enemies, Rising tensions In recent months
have also been aggravated by ‘American raids
against Gled forces fleeing to safety in Cam-
bodia; same of these cause Cambodian_casu-.
alties. ’

An Ultimmtum Is Ignored

self, maintdined close political ties to Hanof and’
the Vietcong, hoping to curtail. their iliegal use
of his country by quiet means. He frequently
made anti-Aynerican statements that pleased’
the Reds, though the prince’s true views are’
considered much less antagonistic toward
Washington, Qne additional Sihancuk goal was
to.get North Viictnamese leaders to stop aiding
a small Red Ciambodian insurgency group that
opposed the prince. B . i

But results of such politeness were negligl-;
ble, and tensioms mounted. Last week events’

.ence and neutrality; yesterday, while he was
in Moscow, the ruling council deposed him
as head of government. .

What happens next is unpredictable. Even’|
diplomatic communications with Cambodia
have been cut off, and Washington remains un-:
certain about the plans of those who now claim
power. It's not even clear if the overthrow of
the 47-year-old Sthanouk will remain' perma-
nent in a rural land where the prince has been
g0 long revered as a combination chief philos-
opher, top executive and Buddhist god.

But the U.S. has a deep interest in events
there, for Cambodian politics bear heavily on
what happens in the adjacent war zone of
South Vietnam. The Sihanouk ouster could
bring more instability in former French Indo-
china (according to the prince, it could mean
war between his country and North Vietnam).

took an unexpectied turn when some 20,000 stu-:
dents and workexs sacked the North Vietnam-:
ese.and Vietcong' embassies in Phnom Penh,,
apparently with gavernment help. This led to'
an official demand that all Red troops depart;
by -last Sunday, an ultiniatum ignored by
Hanol, which doesn’t admit having any soldlerai
in Cambodia. !

But the demand id bring diplomatic talks

Communists beginning last Monday. However,
Hanoi and its southern allles apparently have
refused to remove their men. And on Sunday
and Monday, in an unprecedented action, Cam-
bodian troops battling. a Vietcong unit asked
for—and got—ﬁrtlllery -support from a South
Vietnamese force located just across the bor-
der. ,

_ This chain of events began while Prince Si-
hanouk was in France, resting and fighting an

efforts to defeat the Communist enemy. Lo

Tales of Corruption

Power has been assumed by men who are
comparative right-wingers on the Cambodianl
scene. They are Gen, Lon Nol, premier and
chief of the 35,000-man army, and cabinet
minister (and Prince) Sisowath Sinik Matak, a:
relative of the deposed ruler. A sluggish econ-

and tales of rising bureaucratic corruption
were all factors in prompting these meh to.
engineer Prince Sihanouk's dismissal. :

But the real causes were some 40,000 to 60,
000 North Vietnamese and Vietcong troops who
| yse Cambodian territory as safe havens, sup-
|ply bases and staging areas while fighting
\across the border against the Americans and
Gouth Vietnamese. Officlala in the capital of
P'hnom Penh want these troops to leave but
they refuse to go, and the poorly equipped

obesity problem. At first analysts thought the_
'nti-Communist outbreaks were part of a care-;
fully orchestrated plot, enabling the prince to}
seck Communist concessions as the price of'
peace within his borders., But now this appears
unlikely; the prince has beén thrown out even,
before exhausting diplomatié moves that mlght3G

"have reduced Red incursions.
omy, &n increase in educated but jobless youth, |

apparently- without success, he asked the Bus-
slans to get Hanol to take its troops out of.
Cambodia. Late yesterday he was reported en’

route to Peking, where he had originally been?

expected to scek ‘Red China's intercession‘
againat North Vietnam. As soon a3 it hocame

cvident that his mission to Moscow had failed, . -

however, the ‘prince was.ousted by his critics,
‘t!hom.l..“.l‘-"ﬁﬁum e ARk . Nare deatyinb wie

| ChmsostsareN B EBP RElcase 200

(.

Prince Sthanouk, though no Marxist him-' .

between Phnom Penh and the Vietnamese: =

Prince Sihanouk’s initlal response after thel :
embassy attacks was to jet to Moscow, where,

00/08/16 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R'ooo'40022'ooo1'1‘-<3¢,,,;g1,,‘,““l |
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} These unofficial viewpoints

" North Vietnamese and Pathet
~ Lao troops do in Laos, where

&
*

Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler

. By Murrey Marder
. Washington Post Staf{ Writer

——grze

“quested to help oust North:
“Wictnamese and Vietcong]
oforces there, informed sources
forecast yesterday.

4<If the men who deposed
+ Prince Sihanouk seck it, there
4s, greater possibility of indi-}

rect U.S. assistance, in mill-
tary aid or in support sup-
pled through South Vietnam,
sources here estimated.

South Vietnamese President
Nguyen Van Thieu yesterday
promptly registercd Saigon's
interest in joint action with
Phnom Penh against Commu-
nist troops on their border,

\ The tide of alarm in Con-
gress against an increased U.S.

. communications with the U.S.|
~The United States will avold Embassy in Phnom Penh were
‘any direct physical Involve. hroken carly Wednesday and
“ment in Cambodia even if re- remalined out all day. ‘

some specialists think, that,
recent developments in Cam-’
bodia and in Laos might ‘jar'

“lin 1954, Vietnam, Laos and

'in Cambodia appears as a sur-

TIIE WASHINGION PQST"
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o Physical U.S. Involy

-2 ' ‘
in Cambodia Ts Forec
bodia Ta 7

L. LOGIE 15 FOoree
Department’s : il

atest Cambodian developments”

while he has not discussed

“I'll glve you my word for it"

that the Unitced States was not
involved. . '

The State

There Is an outside chance,’

the Southeast Asian situation
enoygh to cast up new op-
portunity for settling the over-
lapping conflicts there.

Tor the first time since the
French Indochina’ war- ended

Cambodia are now in simul-
tancous ferment. -
Initially, what has occurred

prising setback to the Northi
Vietnamese -and  Vietcong
cause. This could offset Com-
munist gains in Laos in thelr

‘combat role in Laos is seen as
applying equally, or doubly, to
t’n new Ametican involvement
.in Cambodia.

‘came in reaction to speculation
|that Cambodia’s new . openly
ranti-Communist rulers are;
likely to seek American mili-
tary support to counter the
estimated 40,000 Communist:

troops in that country. These,
nam) allies”.at a critical time

itroops, however, now make up
‘the  predominant military
.power in Cambodia, as the

President Nixon has estimated
‘'thelr strength at 67,000. )
For the present, the Nixon

current offensive there, for
both Cambodla and Laos pro-
vlde North Vietnam, involun-
tarily, with Infiltration routes
into South Vietnam,

But there is also’ some risk
of a widened war,

Before leaving Moscow
yesterday, = Prince Sihanouk
quoted Soviet leaders as hav-!
ing told him that if Cambodia’s|

“extreme right wing continucs
to deal low blows to our (Viet-

from Cambodia would be
uragie,” said Mansfield and
«could well mean the end of
Cambodia and its neutrality.”;

bodia are synonymous.! Mans-l .

in “their struggle against
American imperialism,” then
+that will inevitably mean war
between Cambodia and Viet.
nam.” . ' ’ :

" The removal of Siharouk|

He sald "Sihanouk and Cam- °

ficld said, “I don’t think we
ought to swallow the story (of|
his ouster) whole . . . He is the
one man in all of Asia-whom Ii
wouldn’t scll short.” S
-Sen. George S. McGovern:
(D-8.D.) sald there have been
disturbing Indications and re-,
ports . . . from time to time;
that the United States has;
Keen carrying on operations inj{.
Cambodia that are related pri:
marily to right-wing groups !n‘\
the country.” But it would be!
spremature at this point “tor
say that we had anything to.
do” with Sihanouk's’ ouster.-
said McGovern. -

Sen.. J. William Fulbright
(D-Ark.), . chairman of the.
Senate Foreign Relations Com-:
mittee, told newsmen he has!

the Central
Agency might be involved, al-

though “there is-that suspicion‘!' L

on peneral’ principlés.” - A

Sihanouk in 1963 renounced’
U.S. aid to'his country ($87.1 }

Even stronger talk may come

miliion in military aid since,}

from Peking, Sihanouk’s next

administration is avoiding any

|comment whatever about the

unexpected Cambodian devel-
opments. “The situation is

fmuch too fluid and unpredict-
able for :any planning,” said
one U.S. source, and Sihanouk
may try to return” '

«North Vietnam is probably
{having the same trouble try-

ing to sort this one out as we
are” said another source. °
At the White House, Press

.stop. : o
. Senate Democratic Leader
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) who,

1946), claiming CIA .machina-_,g,{
tions agalnst him,

diplomatic relations. with

often has visited. Cambodian isumed:the

and has a special friendship)
with Prince Sihanouk, told

think we should become in-
volved in Cambodla in " any,
way, shape or form.” o

- Mansfield told newsmen that
that while he has not discussed

sald only that “we are watch-
ing the situation very closely
land I bave no comment.”:. ..

“A }r"ove‘d‘Fo-rR.‘ e SAAAINRME S CIA BB S )
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newsmen yesterday, “I don't{*"

Washington: ;in - 1965 -but. re:] o
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ho information to indicate that'
Intelligence? .
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He s,evered_;‘.‘ L
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Washington Post Forsign Ssrvice
HONG KONG, March 18
—Today’s events in Phnom

one of the most colorful
.characters in Southeast

hanouk, who single-handed-

1y ruled Cambodia as a com-

bination of modern leader

and traditional devaraja, or
god-king.

.. And besides serving as po-

- litical ruler, Sihanouk also

ried or*a voluminous cor-

T

" | respondence with newspap-

“posed music and directed
films that, by no coincl-
| dence, regularly - won the".
. top awards at Phnom Penhs

annual film festivals.
At the core of Sihanouk’s,

avior was a sole motive—
he survial of Cambodia as .
a nation amid the power
rivalries of Southeast Asia.
Underlying this obsession
with survival was Sihan-

| bodia was threatened with
[ -extinction at the hands of

i its more dynamic neighbors, .
the Vietnamese and .the,

' Thals.
To meet the challenge, Si-
hanouk was constantly shift-

‘ess, perplexing observers,
who could not appreciate
that, if his tactics were

Now forty-eight, Sihanouk
‘was a minor prince who was
‘selected by the French as

king in 1941, when he was a
- high school student in Sai-

- weak and tractable. Under

admitted, he was: encour-
aged to be a playboy,

Soon afterward, however,
he displayed his natlonalistic
.passion and diplomatic '
.skills. He proclaimed Cam-

Penh spélled the downfall of .

-Asla, Prince Norodom Si-.

- 'Communist
edited tyo magazines, car- -

ers around the world, com-’

- often opportunistic, unpre- -
dictable and volatile be-;

ouk’s conviction that Cam-'

ing ground and, in the proe-

mercurial, his strategy was .
:-|.-consistent.

gon and considered to be "

French guidance, as he later - ” _
v , ~ it jons “security . depended on/'S : o
South Vietnamese govern I, what he-called N “b nlmce o £ ) | E

it Fha s 33 M 2

"bodia's independence under

THE WASHINGTON POST
Approved For Release:2Q00/8#1675CIA-RDP80-01601R

the Japanese occupation and
later, when the French re-
turned, began negotiating -
with them for fré¢edom. He
won. compléete Cambodian
independence in November
1953, before the Geneva
agreements ended the Indo-
china war.

But then, Sihanouk had to

_contend with the Communist-

led Vietminh's claim that its
partisans - de-
served a voice in the Cam-
bodian government, .

Oddly énough, Sihanouk’s
strongest . defender against
the Vietminh was Chinese
premier Chou- En-lai, who -
was apparently anxious to
‘reduce Vietnamese authori- -

.ty in Southeast Asia, Sihan--

ouk has remained one of
- Chou's firmest - admirers -
since then. '

In March, 1955, seeking to"
“enter the political arena,
. Sihanouk abdicated his

throne in favor of his fath-,

er, Prince Norodom Sura- -
- marit, who lated died. Since -
‘ then Cambodia has been a -

kingless kingdom. : -
* Sihanouk sought admis-..

-sion into the Southeast Asia

Treaty Organization, being|

‘created in the mid-50s as
an Ameriean-supported reg- {F‘ terest was Oambodias self-

ional defense system.

But his request waS‘re-‘E,;::'
: jected with the argument .

that it contravened the Ge--

{neva accords. However, Si- ,

hanouk was told, Cambodia. -,

would be sheltered under -

the SEATO “umbrella.”
Sihanouk’s alternative was

. a policy of neutrality. How--'.
ever, during the Eisenhower - :

administration, neutralityi

‘was reparded as “immoral.”
:Moreover,
‘States increasingly concen-

as the United .

. ognized Communist China.

-, dignatlon against the United {

--Chinese , Communists

‘situation In Asia,

f Sihanouk’s

“troops violated . his border:

-

and, he later alleged, he was -

'advised that he could not'!
. expect American help in the

matter.

Convinced that he needed
a countervailing force to the
United States, Sihanouk ree- l

His ties with the United .

‘Nationalism Drove Sihanouk on a g 1gzag

Course

threats" by the major powers
. against one another, This in-
cluded, he said, a continued’
Amencan presence in Sout.h.-

: east Asia.

. Last summer, -

in 1959 when South Vietna- i lations with the United:

mese operatives financed by

neer a coup against him.

As the Vietnam war esca-
lated and border incidents
proliferated, Sihanouk’s in- -‘

States mounted. In 1963 he
suspended American aid and
two years later broke dlplo-.
matic relations.

V/States at the charge 'd ail-
the CIA attempted to engi\/| faires level, He also hinte
: P 7 later that he might bid for1

US aid. .

- After sklllfully gulding an,
lndependent Cambodia for:
" 'more . than 18 years, ~how-,
“ever, his wily maneuvers;
failed, him and ' the move.’
‘ment , of. evenu 1«1 to hw

It was in 1965 that Siha- =

nouk’s association with the
was i
most intimate. He wasij
guest of honor at China'si
national day in Peking. -

In the later half of the :
19605, Sihanouk started. to.:

» dilute his former notlons to’;

conform with the changing::
always’
keeping in mind that his’ in-’

- ‘preservation.

He began- to ‘feel his way
_back towards a rapproche-*
ment with the Unlted States. ;

Y (switch was mainly actuated
by his rising apprehensions °

‘ at the sight of an expanding: i

> Vietnamese Communist pres-:;

.ence in Cambodia. .~ . {

By the end of 1968, he no-
thesis that a neutralized

,.ﬁ.,..

-pro- Western% :

longer: believed in hls fomer 1

" Southeast Asia was feasible.

trated its attention on the- i Now, hé affirmed, :the reg: *

ment under. President Ngo -

. Dinh Diem, Cambodia wns 4

neglected.
Sihanouk began to sour '
on the United States in 1958,

‘when South Ydatnnme;o_x_;

o8 "‘1 PG
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Slhanouk'
States were frayed further ' . Te-established. diplomatic re-.
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By‘RlCH:\Rh DUDMAN
Washington Correspendent of
The Post-Dispateh

nouk, Cambhadia’s (hiefl of state.

Authorities in the Cambadian
capital city. cut off evternal
communications

when - the Raval  Cambodian

government.
Moscow

There was ro evr"rt'nmn here!
that the coup would veanls in o
definite  shift of Cambhoimn
policy. Radio Phnom Peul: was
crated as saying that the coun-
try would continue to follow its
policies of independence, nen-t
trality and territorial integrity
_and respeet  all lmcrn.monal

- I'treaties it ‘has' signed.”™
Ttk > Little Mcnuon of CIA <

There " was little or none of
the usual specualation that the
Central Intellizgrnce Agency was
i invilved in the coup. since di-
iplc)mauc relaticns weer restored |

last July between Washington

[and Phnom Penh, tie 'nitedl

States deliberately has ‘rept a
Jow profile in an effort to pet
i along with Sihanouk, wio [re-
! quently had accured “the CTA
| of plotting against him,

The entire stafl of the U.S.
- mission comprises only H
Americans, headed hy a charze
d'alfaires rather than an am-
bassador. He is one of only
three prefessionals, the other
two being a lower-ranking ca-
reer Foreign Service offu:er and |!
t a single defense attache.

One mrmher of the embassy
sta{f is a boxinz coach, a r2-
minder of the time in the carly
15608 when the U.S officers in
the Military Assistance Advis-
ory Group used to play volley-
ball regularly with Sihanouk
and his team of Cambodian of-
ficers.,

Tha United Staies cut off its
military assistapa program in
November
request. ﬂA@«HxQWchE

! tinued to accept - -military aid{-

Sihanoul, was m

—

e

e v s mme P

\cn)urmq comment on the ever- |
L throw of Prince Noradom Siha- cans at the U.S. embasty, there

this  morning

Counicl and the National As-

try's 49,000-man armed forces.
He is described as somewhat to.
are only four or five other, the right in his politics.

Americans living in the coun-; - Qfficials said that the military
try, aside from such temporary’ co-operation between Cambn-.
residents as the 15 members «{* dian  and  South Vietnamese
the crew of the American forces this. week in attacking

In addition to the 1l Ameri-

sembly seized contral of th(-n—--'

, - Sihanoukville over thé weckend.

Cong use of Camor‘rhan trezie
tory..

Thay said that Sthanouk fwsd
cxprcssod dismav last [aii wiwie
1ie toured the irontier regitm
and * found that Com'nur..uc
forces had gained a- fontiiold

-on Cambodian - soil.

which two hijackers diverted to

The other perminent Amen
can residents of -Camnbodia are
sald to be the wives’ ol’ C1m-
hndian citizens.

Some officials belicved th nt
the oustet of Sihanouk dis-
proved speculation that he h'\d\
been behind the recent demon-
, strations _against the ., presence |

Jof North Vietnamese and V;?
: Cong troops on Cambodian soil.
\ They noted, however, that the
“disturbances occurred just as
Sihanouk was planning visits to

_.L_‘.

freighter, CUIumbm Eaple, Viet Cong tr00ps nlong the

e e -+ et . -}

‘Moscow and Peking. The er-
|rahc prince sometimes has
‘made oral attacks on_other na-
'tions a3 part of a-negoliating
;st1nce apparently t, enoha-
‘size his country's indeoer % nrb

Officials expected thanouk5
to return tn Phnom Penh dvs—f‘
pite the coup. They said thcy|
thought that the men who de-!
posedd him would permit hime
to return wthout restricting hm i
movements there,

Cheng Heng, president.of the
, National Assembly, named in-
terimy chief of slate’ pendmo P
P elections, had been. acting chlef

Lok state sinde Sinanouk went t’)l
(Pans last Javvary on his un-
nual trip. °

l Cheng came out of an oba r'me i
'civil service backgromd. Hej L .
_was clected fo the Nativam As-: o
- semwdly in 1955, re-eid~ied m.- .
- 1962 and defeated in 1966, He|
- was secretary of state for agri- |

v ﬁ‘é’f tyy o&uﬁb’fems

CIA RDP80 01601R000400220001 -6 *
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WASHINGTON, March |.°—
Department of Stat officials ; —en i, g
awaited word todav from the [from the Soviet Union amd Cum- the new Lovcrnmcnt is thought borcler bctwcen the tww 6oune
Urited States diplomatic mis- imumist China, to be Gen. Lon Noei, Printe. tries rPflectcdna,,,,r,c.-nr “un-| .
sion in Phaom  Danh hefore | Wew Other Americans Munister and chiel of the coun- cera by Cambidis ver Viet .
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Senator and the Prince

SEN. J. WILLIAM Fulbright of Ar-
i kansas- and Prince Norodom Si-
hanouk suddenly begin to sound alike.

{The Democratic chairman of the Sen- -

ate Foreign Relations Committee re-

jects the assurances of President Nix--

on" that the United States will not
“become hopelessly entangled in Laos.

The Central Intelligence Agency,
says Sen. Fulbright, is subily ;and
[irreversibly creating a new Vietham
*in Laos. In Paris, meanwhile, Cam-

#bodia’s chief of state warns Hanoi and

‘the Viet Cong that unless they respect
his nation's neutrality, the

his own army will depose -him in a
coup d’etat. N

Time was when Prince Sihanouk
found it much less difficult to be
‘neutral on the side of the North
‘Vietnamese and the Viet Cong and in
-opposition to the American presence
across the border in South Vietnam.
‘That was before Hanoi's forces and
the V.C. so blatantly used Cambodian

territory as a haven for hit-and-run -

~assaults into South Vietnam that
' Prince Sihanouk could no longer ig-
nore it.
This week, Cambodians, unresisted
by police, sacked and burned the
 North Vietnamese and National Liber-
. ation Front embassies in Phnom Penh
and the traveling prince’s position
became even more difficult. His re-
tention as chief of state may be in
. question but one suspects that his
allusion to the CIA was a convenient
device with which to dignify his warn-
ing to Hanol and the NLF. -

: CIA-RDP80-01601R0

.

The intelligence agency is a con-;
venience in the case of Mr. Fulbright,
as well. He is one of a group of
senators, most of them Démocrats,
who were in the vanguard complain-
ing that the American people were not .
being told ahout Laos. Now that’
President Nixon has ended his long-.
acknowledged reluctance to reveal
the “extent of “U.S. involvement in
Laos, Sen. Fulbright and his friends’
are left with a bit less of an issue. ;

The senator, however, does not give,
up easily. There is enough U.S. activi-}
"ty in Laos, both in aerial bombing and
reconnaissance and in military advi-
sory- groups, with which to irritate the
nerves of a war-weary public.

There is no question . that the
American people must be alert to.
avoid new embroilments of the type
the nation is now seeking to endin; .
Vietnam. Insofar as the pressures in'
_Congress and from fhe news media’
forced the President to report the,
extent.of U.S. involvement in Laos,
public interest has been’served. .

One wonders now, however, wheth-
er Ser. Fulbright’s persistence on the
issue is still purely a matter of
serving public interest. One cannot
forget amid this new_stridency on
Laos that the senator still deplores his
own successful campaign for approval
of the Tonkin Gulf resolution from

4

" which active U.S. invélvement in Viet-

nam really sprang. ' :
Is Sen: Fulbright Feally fearful that

" Laos will become a new Vietnam or .

is he still doing penance for the

original? = . - : /
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SIRANOUK ISSUES
WARHING 10 REDS

Cambodia or Rightist Coupi

- ‘ |

. ) By JOHN L. HESS

. Special 10 The New York Times

PARIS, March 12 — Prince
Norodom Sihanouk sald today
that the Communists had aj
choice between respecting Cam-
bodia’s neutrality or secing
pro-American  rightists. take
over his Government.

The Cambodian chief of state
posed this alternative in a tele-
vision interview on the eve of
his departure for home by way
pf Moscow and Peking, to face
the crisis posed by the sacking
yesterday of the North Viet-
- namese and Vietcong embassies
Ce in the Cambodian capital,
‘| Pnompenh.

Speakinf in a calm tone, the
Prince said: .

“1¢ 1 do not obtain satisfac-
tion that the Communists will
respect Cambodia’s neutrality,
then 1 will resign. A show-
down “between the extreme
right wing and myself is most
probable.’

.%A coup d’état is possible, un-
less 1 step down before thef
depose me. Everything is possi-
ble. I may be beaten. I do not
like civil war. I do not want
to see bloodshed among my

compatriots.”

-1 Prince Sihanouk specifically
raised the possibility that Gen.
.|Lon Nol, commander of the
armed forces, might lead a
coup.

Many of his army officers,
Prince Sihanouk said, not only
are naturally right wing but
'also “are nostalgic about Amerl.
ican aid, which would enable
them to lead an easy life.”

_“The Americans are inside
the castle walls — that ls, in-
.gide our homes,” he said, He

tablished contact with the
. United States, “whether through

know, ! Do
" He declared ‘that if"‘:-‘,;..he
1k, WIDR,, 00K, . PRWEFLLIAS

n

' the session, demanding that thg

-mail.

STATINTL

Says Their Choice is Neutral -

best Cambodia would be & sec- ’
ond Thailand and at worst it|
would be a second Laos Or SR
South Vietnam.” .
“] do not want to see that
happen,” he said. !

‘Imperialists’ Are Blamed |°

Earler, at the Paris peace
talks, a spokesman for the Viet-'
cong agreed with Prince Siha-!
nouk'’s _ declaration yesterday .
that the Pnompenh events were,
a plot “to throw Cambodia into;
the arms of an imperialist capl-,
talist power.” o

The spokesman asserted that
it was American and Thal
agents, not the Vietcong, that
had “attacked the neutrality
and sovereignty of Cambodia
for more tlﬁn }1‘5 Jears." il = .

Nguyen Minh Vy, represent- Sy
ing gll\llorth Vietnam, told the T
meeting that the Nixon Admin-
{stration was developing “an-
other Vietnam"” in Laos. _ °

The Chief of the United
States delegation, Philip C.
Habib, spoke six times during

Vietcong, give their prisoners) '
the right to send and receive o
other side replied that
tryinl\tndownzﬂde
. :’k'.-*- , PO

aedi Vi

he was
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~ Cambodian B~~ime Frobably -
Backed Anti-Communist Attack |

were v'iolatlnfz Camhodian®

! e frontier zones unpro-'
tng the { P territory. Sonn afterwards,

By Stanley Karnow - Estimate of 60,000

!
:‘ Washington Post Forelgn Service
F--The major assault hy
Iyouths against the North Vi
etnamese and National Lib-
eration Front embassies in
Phnom Penh today appears
to reflect a radical change
from. Cambodia's formerly,
<lose links with the Viet-
namese Communists.
- The demonstrations, un.
‘doubtedly organized with
-government sanction, repre-
. 'sent growing Cambodian in-
- dignation against the virtual
“occupation of parts of the
country by North Vietnam-
ese and Vietcong troops.
~ That the attacks against
the Communist tegations oc-
¢urred during Prince oro-
dom Sihanouk's absence
from Cambodia may also in-
dicate open opposition to

;the chief of state, who has.

consistently favored friendly
tles with Hanoi
ietcong,

Sihanouk {s now in Paris.

following medical treatment
in southern France for obes-
ity and high blood
pressure. A relative, Siso-

iwath Sirik Matak, has been"
Pn charge of the government'
Isince Sihanouk's departure:
{in January. R
' According to an official
'government statement, the'
‘Phnom Penh demonstration :
tfollowed recent rallies  in
ISvay Rieng Province which
quit Cambodian territory,
The Council of Ministers

"

e

o
considers their actions
“worthy of praise,”
statement said, “The destiny .

-of the country is at stake,” , :goquently abandon their hor- !

it added,
The extent of Vietnamese

Speaking at a National As-

HONG KONG, March 11 'sembly session, Traluch esti-

mated that as many @A
60,000 North Vietnamese
and Viatcong troops wers -
i side Cambodia.

In Paris yesterday, Sihan-
ouk said the number had de-
creased from a November

i F(‘Cted .

Cambodian Foreign Minis-:

Describing their _activltlcs
in Phnom Penh, the deputy
gald that Communists were

ter Norodom Phurissara!
called in the North Victnam-|
‘ese and Vietcong envoys in,

training Vietnamese stu. the capital and accused,
« their troops of both cccupy-
dents and taxing Vietnam- Cambodian soil an d;

-ese merchants in the capital. | packing left-wing elements’
‘About a half million Viet- | opposed to the government.

and the}

- namese live in Cambodia.
also alleged that®

estimate of 40,000. He said
that despite - occasional |, He-
clashes between Cambodian ‘pretty  Vietnamese girls
and Communist troops hl"'were being recruited as
country maintained “harmo-»
nious diplomatic relations”, '8pics to gain intelligence
‘with North Vietnam and the form high-ranking Cambo-
“Vietcong. , dian army officers. -
Traluch said the Commu-' Though the Cambodian
nists occupied two-thirds.of ' 'government sells -rice and
northeastern Ratanakiri| other foodstuffs to the Na-
- Province, adjacent to the. tjonal
South Vietnamese high-, under a formal trade agroe-
"Jands, and operated as well ment, Traluch and other As-
in Svay Rieng, Prey Veng,)sembly members have con-
.Kampot and Kandal prov-:tended thidt sumggling to
the Communists has reached
large proportions,
Much of the smuggling 18

i

|

1
‘ s. . N
“Despite their professions!
_of sincere support,” Traluch
ssald, “our foreign friends

'.
' .
| re
- have deliverately nibbled -
/' away at our national terrl-
_ tory.” ‘
{  The Cambodian deputy :

further alleged that the.
Communists in Ratanakirl
Province had buiit "houses:

dian officlals and army offi-
cers stationed in the fron.
tier provinces.

In air, unusual move last
month, the Phnom Penh au-

Liberation - Front

portqgl‘. _t_o pe g_omg on with
the ‘connivance of Cambo’f

The diplomats denied the;
' charges and reasserted theiri
’respect for Cambodian sov-}
- ereignty, adding that the Vi-{
etnamese seen inside Cam-{
"bodia were actually Saigon,
1 troops functioning under!
| CIA orders “to destroy Cam-}

{ibodiaq-Vietnamese friend-:'
-ship.” ’ ‘

Unconvinced by this ex-
planation, Premier Lon Nol -’
told a ‘press conference in’
October that some 40,000
iCommunist soldiers were ,
‘then’ “implanted” inside
,Cambodia.

‘ Accordingt ot Lon Nol,.,
J'who is also the highest-rank-
ing Cambodian army gen-.
leral, about 17,000 Commu-
,nists were in the sparsely -
‘ populated northeastern
(provinces of Ratanakiri and
Mondulkiri and roughly

|

v

and planted crops “as If this
were their own country.” He
also accused them of mobi-

- lizing the Khmer Leu, lotal

mountain tribesmen, to ﬂght-:
the Cambodian army. g

A

“

common Communist '

7} tactie, Traluch went on, is to . ¢

open fire across the border
at allied forces in South

demanded that the Vietcong" Vietnam and then fice, leav- |

ing Cambodian frontier vil-
lages exposed to retallatory..
shellings. .

thorities began examining 19,000 were in the densely’
diplomatic pouches in an ap- ipopulated frontier zone ad-.
parent effort to block coun-  Joining South Vietnam's Me. .
terfeit Cambodian currency |kong Delta.
from being introduced in-! The premier asserted
to the country. 'ilater that the Vietnamese
Cambodian . officlals ‘pri~| Communists had also set up
vately expressed the beljef|0Ur camps to train so-called
that fake banknotes. were'Red Khmers, left-wing Cam-
being brought in by the.DPodian insurgents. These
North Vietnamese, Vietcong‘-"’bels have been especlaliy .
and Communist Chinese le-: 2ctive in western Battam-
gations to finance local: bang Province adjacent to
.Communist activities.  Thailand.

has taken note of the wishes’

"Therefore,'; he said, “The
lcans to bomb, our Cambo-

ways sirong enough Lo resist
* such attacks and must con-
~ der posts, which the Com-
: munists then occupy.”

1
f the demonstrators and : vietcong provoke the Amer- !

While he consistently af-
firms his support for the:
Communist cause in Viet

the' dlan troops, who are not al- nam, Sihanouk has become’

7-incrcaslngly alarmed at the-
| pervasive North Vietnamese!
i;and Vietcong presence “ini
; Cambodia. g

‘Communist infiltration was i Traluch * Implied that The First Stone

disclosed last month by. ‘weapons distributed to Came-

Ocur Traluch, 8 memher of
Camhndia‘s Natlonal Ansems. -

bly, who claimed 10 have ine |

rstiied bty

‘bodian self-defense and mills | the northeastern provincesi ily involved in corruption in !
‘| adjaining  Vielnam, he re< order to subsisl,

|

tia forcos were nold to the

AT

1

Last spring, after a trlp to:

fwlth the Victnamese Com.

Small Army "~

"Most sources agree that
the Cambodian army, num-'
bering only about 35,000
men, Is incapable of coping

munists inside the country.

Poorly equipped, ' espe-
‘clally since Sihanouk's’

rejection of U.S. economic ],
and military aid in 1963, the, '
‘army {is rcported to be heav-

o

turned to Phiom Penh and|, . In the estimation of some '}

Sl RORENR000499220007 -6
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By Murrey Marder
' Whashington Post 8talf Wriler
| GeEY7E WERE JUST sitting, talking
... 'The next ihing I knew, the,

i
i -

‘ear swerved, the windshicld was shat- .

tered, glass fell out; Jimmy was lean-
ling forward, he had blood coming out’
‘of his nose and mouth, and he looked
llkke he was dead” L
! Inchin Hia Lam, whose code name,’
~ iwag “Jimmy,” was indeced killed, a fact: -
i that effectively terminated his service,
‘as interpreter for a sceret operation
lof the U.S. Special Forces (Green Be-.
‘rets). An official “termination” order .
:had been lissued shortly before his’
death, but the Intended method of
‘separation was dlsmissal, not execu-
“tion. o \
¢ Sitting beside Lam when he dled on:
ithe front seat of an automobile travel-.
- iing along a South Vietnamese highway |
iwas Green Beret Capt. John 'J. Me-|
iCarthy Jr,, who had been assigned to-
_“carry out the dismissal. His pistol, a.
‘snub-nosed .38-caliber Smith and Wes.:
:gon, discharged at about the time that|
‘“3 projectile enlered - the back of the:
,head of the vietim just wilhin the
" .halrline , . . and exlted {rom between
his lips . . . " ‘ s
. Capt. McCarthy sald his firing was
‘accidental and only coincidental with;
Lam’s death. An Army medical ex-’
aminer testified at McCarthy's court-!
martial that the projectile which killed,
the victim was a .22-caliber bullet, not-
8 .38. McCarthy nevertheless was con-
victed of premeditated murder. g
" The incldent could have come from'
, the imagination of & Graham Greene’
or a John Le Carre. But it really took
place—on Nov. 24, 1867-—and it could,
produce international travall for the’
5.S. government {f McCarthy's defense!
attorneys succeed in convineing the
Army's Court of Military Review that;
their client should have had an open
trial before a civilian court. i
_ Capt, McCarthy, 27 and the' father
of three, i3 free pending appeal froni..
*'what originally was a lile seatence at
! hard labor but since has been reduced

-« ¥to 20 years. -

While comparative]y obscure, the’
McCarthy case carries a larger polen-.

‘tial for Internalional complications. .

; tham the celebrated Green Beret case:
“1ast year, in which Special Forces Col.
" Robert B. Rheault and seven co-
““defendants were accused ol murdering
“ 4 South Vietnamese who was a sus-

ected double agent.

@m T S e cm T
lerminated

* of natinnal seeurity, the Nixon admin. i

X I ’T“t;"‘

Istration * cropped  prosecution of {' .F.
! Rheault and his subordlnates, Me- ﬂ}}_ @‘3 .Q-Fg ':,?] £
' Carthy's attorneys have proposed the ~— =l sia'SA LA W

. performed also is blanked out on that

‘quarters maintained by Intelligence’;

. swung over to support Prince Sihan.

THE WASHINGTON POST

same remedy as an alternative to the - The Khmer Serai i3 charactcrlze(l as
publie retrial they seck. _ ; usually having operated from an op-
But the Rheault case never reached, portunistic position to the right of Si- ;
court, and the McCarthy case already i hanouk, although its leader is sald to-
has. Despite censorship’of the record, * have cooperated with the Communlst-
it provides a rare public g]lmp'se ofi lcd Vietminh before 1954, when Cam- p
clandestine U.S, operations in South- | bodla was still part of French Indo-°
east Asia. ehina, The more important opposition
What makes the McCarthy caso’ to Prince Sihanouk in Cambodia is the.
more prickly from -an intelligence. . Xbmer Rouge (Cambodian Reds), who-
diplomatle standpeint for the United cooperate with Communist Vietnam- |
States is the fact that Lam was a Cam- ; ¢5¢ forces. ™ '
bodian, not a South Vietnamese, Lam

also was a member of the Khmqr Serai.‘i
(Free Cambodia), a small, now-disor-| " )
ganized sccret society that aspired fo mented, Prince Sihanouk repeat-’
overthrow the Cambodian government | edly charged that the American CIA 7
of Prince Norodom Sihanouk. |was colluding with the Khmer Seral, "

" Lam had worked for the Green Be. | Thailand, South Vietnam and other !

rets from about 1965. When he was “enemies” of his regime. .
slain, he was working for a clandestine’] A typlcal Sihanouk charge came in !
misslon code-named "Project Cherry,” . 1967, the year of Lam’s “terminatlon™: -
headed by Capt. McCarthy. The cap-| “The Khmer Seral, Americans, Viet-
taln’s public assignment was- Detach- | namese, Thal and South Koreans have
ment B-57, Fifth Special Forces Group. ' Joined forces in attacking us...” An-,
(The same detichment was involved In ;other: “The Central Intelligence
the Rheault case) : | Agency has been able to bribe ... two
Whether T.am was hired just because ; Dighrauking officers of the Khmer
he- was a Cambodian or whether the '(Cambodian) Armed Forces who have
fact that he was a Khmer Seral had'a . considerable deposits In a Swiss bank”
bearing is not ascertainable from the !i‘)" “startmg"a coup d’etat against Si-
heavily censored version of the trial ihanouk s
record which, after considerable prod-|* A State Department spokesman ls- -
ding, the press can inspect. Co sued a denial last month that was pref-
Exactly what mission Project Cherry { aced by the I-am-told formulation often
‘employed in refuting allegations con-.
ed “ge. | cerning CIA activities: “I'm informed
iptical ’ that the U.S. Government has never as-.
veferences to such cloak-and-dagger ac. ; Sisted or cooperated with the Khmer
i Serai movement.” ’

coutrements as “safe houses”-—secret’ . .
In the early 1060s, Prince Sihanouk’s..

Sihanouk’s Charges E
EFORE THE Xhmer Secral frag- .

record, with empty pages mark
cret” or “confidential,” -and.ell

agencles as presumably free from sur- .re
veillance. . ‘ : strained to near-breaking point over -

It is common knowledge in South ' his allegations against the CIA. He in- .
Vietnam, however, that members of - voked those charges as justification -
{he Cambodian minority (estimated at for rejecting U.S. aid, Then, in 1865, :
three‘quartérs of a million to a million . Cambodia broke diplomatic relations, :
people) are employed by the Ameri-’ primarily on grounds that U.S. forces
cans and the South Vietnamese for:iwere violating the Cambodian-South
open and sccret work in the war, ' Vietnamese border. B

The work includes obtaining infor-! 1In that period, Sihanouk, who bal-
tmation about Vietcong and North Viet-  ances precariously between East and. .
namese forces who operate from a “sanc- West to preserve. his neuiral natlon, °
tuary" across the border in Cambodia. +expected the Vietnamese Communists

The Khmer Serai has loin experl-ito win the war in-South Vietnam —
ence in penetrating that border. This :which they were doing. When the tide °
secret organization has disintegrated | of war shifted, so did Sihanouk, openly
considerably in the last two years,.es- | declaring he was “caught between the
pecially since some of its forces openly | hammer and the anvil." Last summer,
| the United - States succeeded in re-:
| establishing diplomatic relations with
| Cambodia, . '

ouk's government. Dut according (o
Khmer Seral leader,

“u-2

lations with the United States were . -

-

f To avoid exposure of Central Intelll-; US. :
[ gence AupPEaUEtEoF Release, AUDEN 10 £601R0094808200014 cor
*..; dial terms with both North 'Vietm‘"&'onﬁ'mmi{

*! and the Vietcong. But he now concedes

, 5 bAsREOB3G
hiding In South Vietnam. = - -



- others, Radio Hanoi reported.

U.S. sources in the Saigon mil- .
itary ccmmand reported that on
MIG jet fighters -
shot down a U.S. rescue helicop-

\‘I)l
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Waves of U.S. bombers attacked the Democratlc Repubhé of Vietnam on Wednes- =

DAILY WORLD

Daily World Foreign Dcpartment

.day, the DRV charged, and three U S, planes« were. shot down over Ha Tmh

-, and Quang Binh provinces.

. Colonel Ha Vam Lau, deputy ", T " . o Lot
"DRV ncgotiator, just before en--. [, o

‘tering Thursday's scssion of thc‘

“Paris peace talks, said he would .-

deliver a stiff protest to the U.S. .
wside “‘against this very serious
; act of war."”

In a Thursday broadcast. the ‘,‘" |
“The Eh

"DRV's Radio Hanoi said:
- Americans .blatantly scat numer- |
-‘ous aircraft to violate the air .
ispace of the DRV, droppmg

"bombs and machine-gunning pop-";
‘‘ulated arcas west of lla Tinh and

*.Quang Binh provinces."”

“*, DRV anti-aircraft fire knocked !"4'

- down three planes and damaged

Wednesday,

- ter which was trying to pick up..

 two American pilots *'near the '

Laos-North Vietnamese border.":"
.~ ‘The U.S. airmen's plane, an F-105 "
i ,Thunderchlef based in Thailand, "
. ‘earlier had been shot down by
“what the U.S. command called .
«**Communist gunfire.”

L + In Saigon, meanwhile, the U 8.

1 Embassy and the Saigon govern-
; ment disclaimed any involvement
in the U.S. military command’s
attempt to infiltrate the Smgon
_press ‘corps with mihtary Intel-
" ligence agents.

The two agents, Howard Heth—
4cox and William T. Tucker, pos- :
: f—'cd as newsmen and were issued
- press cards by the U.S. command,
»,”The agents were identified by
! the Defense Dcpartment as memi-

~bers of the army’s Criminal ln-

% vestigation Division (CID).

*.- The CID generally handles ac-

“ tual criminal ‘cases (theft, mur-
- der, etc.) involving army per-."
* sonnel, But the two agents’ mis-
-gion was (o uncover American
newsmen's sources of information -

in South Vielnam, This would

" appear to place the mission with-
', in the province of the army Coun- ' .

 iiter-Inteliyporotoeal W)Roleaﬁe

,j§, Later, the U.S. command in .

“ called “Free Cambodia" (Khmer

. -‘- »
t

4

\

S VIETNAM
S VIEThA TkENDiNG
C -Q\\.‘,‘\

AN,

'YOTAL DEAD

the Central Intelligence Agency ™’ McCarthy, Jr.

(cm) McCarthy was convxcted at the
' "This is an amazing thmg for - 1968 court-martial of killing a
me to learn about,” a Saigon re- ‘ Cambodian "agent who was a
gime spokesman insisted, adding > member of the “Khmer Serei”,

)-he knew nothing about any such “and also a member of Detach-
'case. ““We have mutual under--- :ment B-57, Fifth.Special Forces
standmg and cooperation with the © “Group, based in Nhatrang. South
*,U.8. Command,'’ he said, " Vietnam.

The .- McCarthy ‘case’ recalled

“the arrest last year of eight

" .the press credentials of two Sai-. - ‘'Green Beret” officers, includ-

_gon government agents who snm— b mg the commander of the Fifth

- larly had tried to: infiltrate the"i3Special Forces Group, on charges

S

- Saigon announced it had revoked

B “corps of U.S, and foreign news- Wof having murdered one of: their

‘,men, on the same mission as -South Vietnamese agents.
‘their U.S. counterparts. These: "‘ Trial vecords disclose
~events follow on. the heels of .-

thatlg
- when Capt, McCarthy was asked

“sweeping repression  unleashed” < what (he *Khmer Serei” was, he . 4
"by the Thicu-Ky clique agamst ‘rcphed that it “is an organiza-] ' . .

Salgon opposition forces,
CIA front in Cambodia

" This week, motions filed by de-""
fense lawyers before the Military A
. Court of Review in Washington
‘revealed that the CIA and U,
+"Special Forces” used the so-

U.S. government intelligence

- as the Speclal Forces. - .

' Serei) movement for sccret op-", So far as is known, thc Daily
“crations in Cambodia, Laos and . .World was the first U.S. news-
‘South Vietnam The sworn testi- = v-papcr to charge, ncarly a year

MPMTW c

“.tion which plans the political® -
‘s, overthrow of the Cambedian gov- '
ernment.” McCarthy said that a

gency, whose name he did not
< reveal, was engaged in the same-
.-'5typc of operations in Cambodla :

45'6"226’6?)1
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