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COSTA RICA

CIA Diplomacy in Action

The US Ambassador {o Costa Rica, Walter
" Ploeser, suddenly put in his resignation last
March. A rich businessman from Missouri, he
held the post of Ambassador in that country
for almost two years. It cannot be said that his
activity ran a smooth course. In December 1970
he was publicly accused of being involved,
together with E. Williamson, CIA chief in Costa
Rica, in plotting against the Jose Figueres
Government.  Williamson  was made the
scapegoat and had to leave the counlry while
Ploeser managed to extricate himself and
continued in his post.

However, very soon another plot of the CIA
and its agents against Costa Rica came to the
. surface and, according to some reports, the US
Ambassador was once again involved. He had
to request permission to return to private life
and commercial activity. :

In its fight against progressive tendencies
in the policy of some Latin American countries,
US imperialism relies on local reactionaries.
President Figueres of Costa Rica told. a press
~conference that subversive elements from the
Free Costa Rica outfit and high-ranking
Guatemalan officials connected with the anti-
communist terroristic Mano Blanca organisation
were weaving a web of conspiracy against the
Costa Rican government. In one speech the
President said that reactionaries connected with
Mario Sandoval Alarcon, Chairman of the Na-
tional Congress of Gualemala, Colonel Raul
Guevara, chief of the army intelligence service,
and Colonel Carlos Lemosa, Director of the
Immigration Service, were planning an invasion
of Costa Rica. Their plan provided for the
landing of units at various points of the Pacific
coast.

A statement issued by the People’s Vanguard
of Costa Rica Party said: “The purpose is to
set up a military-type government in Costa Rica
capable of taking the country into a Central
American political alliance which has long been
in the hatthing. Because the Costa Rican
government respects the feelings and mood of

the people, and refuses to support this _move,
the military have decided to overthrow it.”

The statement stresses that, as the ministers
of foreign affairs and state security decl.arcd.
the plot is being directed by “military circles
of Central American countries with the backing
of the CIA”. .

The plan to set up a Central American al-
liance is another political combination planned
by Washington and the reactionary militarists
of Central America. This plan has long been
advocated by the military leaders of Guatemala
and Salvador, supported by Honduras and
Nicaragua. Its purpose is to set up an aggres-
sive military bloc which would in p
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legalise US control over the Caribbean area and
Central America. Its sponsors make no secret
that it could be used for preparing aggression
against Cuba by its members, and to put pres-
sure on Panama, which has been seeking to
pursue an independent foreign policy and wants
a review of its canal treaty with the United
States.

Costa Rica opposes bloc policy in Central
America. Its President has stressed that he
favours peaceful coexistence of countries with
differing  political and economic systems.
He urged the elimination of the cold war policy
which, he said, was doing harm to the small
countries. Costa Rica has taken a number of
measures to normalise political relations with
the Soviet Union, and this has resulted in an
extension of economic relations between the two
countries. The country’s public has met with
great satisfaction the establishment of normal
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, and
has stressed that Costa Rica is the first to
benefit from them.

The Central American reactionaries and the
US imperialists have also been incensed over
Costa Rica’s domestic policy. The country’s
democratic forces demand radical economic
measures to ensure the national interests and
to ecase the hard material condition of the work-
ing people. Patriotic circles in Costa Rica are
working for the establishment and extension of
ties with all countries, including the Soviet
Union and other socialist countries.

In the last few months, the government of
Costa Rica has taken some important economic
steps. It has put before the country’s legislative
assembly bills to lay taxes on the profits of the
big and middle bourgeoisie. Simultaneously,
consideration is being given to a lifting of taxes
on the incomes of tens of thousands of small
producers. Early this year, the President signed
a Decree nationalising a British railway

company which had been operating in the
country for 82 years.

~ The oricntation of this small Central Amer-
ican republic upon an independent domestic
and foreign policy was seen in the United States
as a challenge to its political and economic
interests, and as a potentially dangerous
development for the existence of US-controlled
military-oligarchic  dictatorships  in other
Central American countries. That is why the
reactionary forces at home and abroad were
mobilised against Costa Rica. The CIA assumed
direction of these forces.

There was an outburst of indignation in
Latin America over the aggressive designs of
the reactionaries and the plans of invading
Costa Rica. Public opinion on the continent
has justly seen them as a blow aimed against
the whole liberation, patriotic movement of the
Latin American peoples.

. V. LUPINOVICH
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Rocking the Boat
Costa Rica’s Figueres

‘Woos Russia, Causing

U.S,, Latin Concern

Don Pepe Says He Let Soviet .'
© Open Embassy to Promote,
* Trade and Ease ‘Cold War’

3

Can a Fox Outsmart a Bear?!

- By JAMES C. TANNER
8taff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
SAN JOSE, Costa Rica—This small republic
has been something of an American dream—at
Jeast from the U.S. Statc Department's point of
view. :
" Itis a true democracy and a nation of peace
that spends its money on schools, not soldiers.
The government of this tropical paradise has
sided with the U.S. on practically every major
issue. Its twice-eiected president is a U.S.-edu-
cated ‘popular hero who led a revolution that
ousted Communists from the country years;
ago. -
.'g Nowadays, however, while this American!
dream hasn't exactly turned into a nightmare,
e it is at least causing
some restless nights
for U.S. diplomats. The
reason for both the
dream and the restless-
ness is one and the
same: President Jose
Figueres, 65, who is the
most influential friend :
the U.S. has in Latin

r

America—or at least
he used to be.
Currently, Don

Pepe, as he is called,
sees himself in a new
role—as a Latin de
Gaulle, the leader of a
third-world force. Mid-
way in his four-year
term, he has set out to (1) settle, single-hand-
edly if necessary, what he considers the cold
war between the U.S. and Russia and (2) solve
the pressing social and economic problems of
Costa Rica and perhaps all Latin America.
‘Such goals can hardly be criticized. But to ex-
pedite them, he has pérmitted the Russians to
open an embassy here in San Jose—their first
in Central America.

This move has brought concern on two
counts. First, the U.$. is worried about this So-
viet presence in the Caribbean area. And it,
frets about the internal dissension that the So-|
viet controversy has brought to a once-peaceful
Costa Rica; some observers fear that this
could lead to a revolution.

With President Nixon scheduled to go to
Moscow next month and with both U.S. and
Latin businessmen being urged to step up trade
with their Communist counterpartsya contro-

versy over one Soviet embassy more or-less

* ‘would seem to be a tempest in a teapot—or,

rathér, a coffee pot, since coffee is a part of
the controversy. . .

“I'm fed up with the £old war, which has
deprived us of half the world’s market,” ex-
plains Don Pepe (pronounced ‘‘peppy’). *I
hope I can give a minor contribution to world
peace by showing that, in Central America at
least, the Russians have no tails.”

But a lot of people, including some Ameri-
cans, believe that Don Pepe isn't dealing with
a tail-less Russian bear; instead, they fear, he
has a tiger by the tail and may end up endan-
gering not only Central America but also the
uU.s. .

Of Coffee & Chicken :

Some Russians have already arrived in this
West Virginia-size nation, which lies between
Nicaragua and Panama. They have taken up
residence on the main street of San Jose, just
a voss Central Avenue from the local Kentucky
Fried Chicken outlet. But the Russians are
here not because of chicken but because of cof-
fee, Don Pepe says.

Coffee growers in Costa Rica have piled up
75 million pounds more than they can sell
under international marketing quotas. While
the Russians don’t drink much coffee, they
have nonctheless promised to siphon off the
surplus. But President Figueres says they
drive a hard bargain, refusing to trade with
any natien that doesn’t give them diplomatic
recognition. Thus, he continues, he permitted
the Russians their first diplomatic foothold in
Central America—and, cynics suggest, their
first subversive one. )

A Soviet subversive foothold? Nonsense,
says Don Pepe as he sips some of that surplus
coffee in his white house on Jose Figueres Ave-
nue in the village of Curridabad. There isn’t
much to spy on in Costa Rica, he declares. And
he adds: ‘I see no possibility of espionage un-
less the Russians buy postcards of the Panama
Canal—we are near the canal and the cards

sell for 10 cents—and mail them to Moscow.” !

More seriously he says, ‘I've made it very
plain to the Russians that they are dealing with
a loyal U.S. ally and that there will be no mon-
key business against the U.S.”
A Question of Quotas

As one precaution, Don Pepe says he set a
limit on the number of Soviet diplomats to be
allowed in Costa Rica; he tells a reporter the
quota is 10. Gonzalo Facio, minister of fot-
eign relations, says it is eight. But some politi-
cal opponents of Don Pepe say they already
have counted 40 Russians living in the rented
mansion on Central Avenue.

Whatever the precise number, many Costa
Ricans figure they have a surplus of both cof-:
fee and Russians. ““This is too nice a country to

OIAIINIL

[racy. Movimiento Costa Rica Libre (the Fre
Costa. ‘Rica Movement) runs full-page ads i
newspapers charging that newly arrived Sovic
Ambassador Vladimir Kazimirov was “‘an a:
_sassin in Hungary.” ‘“No one seems to b
checking on (the Russians),” says Bernal Ui
bina Pinto, secretary-general of the movemen
or MCRL. “But we intend to know every mov
they make,” he vows. E
The Figueres administration, in turn, ac
cuses the MCRL of trying to initiate a revolt
tion, or golpe. And ever since the spearhead ¢
the Sovict diplomatic delegalion arrived las
December, there has been a lot of talk of golp
going around.  Recently Con Pepe called
news conferénce to announce that he had re
ceived fresh assurance from the right-winj
‘government of Guatemala that it wasn’t plan
ning to underwrite a Costa Rican revolution, a
had been rumored. Even the U.S. has beel
mentioned as a power behind clandestine plan
ning to overthrow President Figueres—a breal
in the {radition of good U.S.-Costa Rican rela
tions. ) .
In Washington, however, State Departmen
officials still publicly label Don Pepe as thi
best friend the U.S. has in Latin America. "Wt
are traditionally very high on Figueres,” ont
says. And U.S. diplomats here just as stoutly
insist that Russians in Costa Rica pose no mort
of a threat to the U.S. than a competitive trads
challenge. One U.S. embassy spokesman say:
cautiously: “Our position is that we don’t pub
licly or privately intervene in a domestic
issue.” ]
But the domestic controversy goes on. Dor
Pepe's left-of-center National Liberation Party
officially supports all his moves. Nonetheless
many within the party—called PLN-—have
been frightened by his deals with Russia. The
president has handled this internal oppositior

mu;h as he handled the Catnolic Church, whic
vociferously opposed the Soviet embass)
“Stick to saving souls,”” Don Pepe told tn
Catholic archbishop.

But whether the people wiil stick with th
PLN in the 1974 elections is another question
Don Pepe is forbidden by law to succeed him
self, and the Soviet issue certainly hasn’
helped the party. In 1970 he won with the vot
of the small farmers and farm workers, an
even some of the country’s many rightists sup
ported him. “Figueres has always been a lib
eral,” ore of these explains, ““but he was will
ing to compromise.”

Now, besides the Soviet-embassy issue, a lo
of conservatives are also worried by the recent
successes of Communist unions in organizing
banana workers on both coasts of Costa Rica.
(Tl}c‘ Communists are officially baiined from
political activity in the country but nonetheless
operate through ‘front” parties ang unions.}

be fouled up,” a San Jose banker siaps. Fecl-
ings are also being aroused in neighboring Nic-
aragua, in El Salvador, in Guatemala and—it|
is said-in the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency. : Vv
Costa Rica has a sprinkling of Marxists, but
many of its people appear to be politically to
the right of the John Birch Society. Most of the
country’s 1.8 million residents-are highly liter-
ate and are of “vhite European stock—Spanish,
Duteh and German. Largely landowners, they
produce bananas and beef as well as coffee.
And many of these are clearly upset at Don
Pepe's advances toward the Russians. Mem-
bers of the Women’s Civic League march in

The unions that organized the banana woikers
had the support—at least implied—of Don Pepe
?nd his labor minister, who is also his son-in-
aw. : .

Not everyone, however, thinks that Don
Pepe is being taken in by the Communists. One
U.S. businessman here, a friend of the presi-
dent, portrays Mr., Figueres as a sly old fox
whose strategy is to make the U.S. perk up and
pay attention. “Don Pepe,” he explains, *‘is
]}Xst plain peeved because you can't get atten-
!.101.1 from the U.S. unless you become a thorn
in its side.”” Some supporters say the president
is toying with both Russia and the U.S. Other
Costa Ricans, however, fear that he isn’t play-
ing any such game; they are convinced that he

Approved For Rglea‘%"‘é"é’dﬁ‘f?d@?ﬁﬂ' 1 EIARDP8Y-61601R000500026801:7: 5




~—

Approved F :
pproved For Release 2004/03/04 - CIA-RDP80-01804RBYD500020001-7
MARCH 1972

pS Envoy
Resignsin
Costa Riea -

Move Unexpected,
‘Linked to Furor

$pecial to The Herald

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica —
U.S. Ambassador Walter C.
Ploeser has submitted his
resignation to Washington.

Ploeser, 65, said “personal
reasons” forced him to ‘make
such a “regrettable decision”
at this time.

“Ploeser’s announcemeént
came little moré than a year
after the St. Louis insurance
executive was embroiled in a
major controversy with the
government of President Jose
Figueres. Lo

THE CONTROVERSY in-
volved reports that the U.S. /
Embassy’s reputed CIA sta- /
tion chief, Earl Williamson,
had become “involved in
Costa Rica’s internal af-
fairs.” These reports came
amidst rumors that an at-
tempt to overthrow the Fi-
gueres government would
soon take place.

williamson, who reported-
ly had made “indiscreet” re-
marks about the alleged coup
attempt, was quickly relieved
from his post and reassigned.

Rumors in San Jose sug-
gest that Ploeser’s unexpect-
ed decision to resign may be
linked to that incident.

_ RUMORS IN Washington,
however, have it that the am-
bassador resigned to join
President Nixon’s forces in
the political campaign. Ploes-
erdenies this.

. A 1970 Nixon appointee,
Ploeser has participated in
Republican campaigns in the
past and has been a steadfast
Nixon supporter. o

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000500020001-7




‘of CIA Intervention
in Sixteen
Foreign Countries

2. To make recommendations Jor the coordination of such intel

N

_ security and disseminate it to other government departnients.

" allowing the agency'to disregard laws that required disclosure

- without regard to laws and regulations governing expenditures
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A Short History R

In July, 1947, Cougress passed one of the most significant
pieces of legislation in the bistory of America in peacetime. The
National Security Act of 1947 created The National Security
Council, the Department of Defers;._the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
United States Air Force and, not icast of all, the CIA. This act
provided the Agency with five principal duties:

1. To advise the National Security Council on matters concern-
ing intelligence.

ligence matters. o
3. To correlate and evaluate intelligence re[atmg to national

4: To perform “such additional services of common concern as .

the National Security Council determines can be more eﬂiaently end

accomplished centrally.”

5. To perjarm “such other functions and duties as the NSC -

would direct.’’ i
In 1949 Congress passed the Central Intelligence Agency Act,

of information concerning the organization, to expend funds

with ng other accounting than the Director’'s vouchers, and to
make contracts and purchases without advertising.

‘With such unprecedented au-
thority, with unlimited access to
money, with liberty to act with- /
out regard to scrutiny or review ‘
by either civilian or governmental
organizations, the C1A has become a self-
contained state. One observer ranks the CIA as
the fourth world power, after. the U.S., Russia, and
China.

Partly because of the CIA’s specml “secret”
status and partly because of the laziness of the press,
the total bistory of CIA intervention in foreign coun-
tries has never been reported. What you read instead
are fragments—an attempted bribe in Mexico last
Jllly, an assassination in Ajrtca last November.

What emerges here is an atlas of intrigue but
not a grand design; on the contrary, the ClA’s
record is as erratic and contradictory as that of
any bureaucracy in the Federal stable. But you
o begin to comprebend the enormous size of the
ClA and jts ruthless behavior. The rules permit
murder, defoliation and drug addiction for
bolitical ends. Look at the record:

A
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CURRENT SCENE

( NE night in January last year the’
7 Costa Rican fishing boat Nayuribe
" chanced upon a ship the fishermen were

unable to identify unloading a suspicious
caigo of crales at an out-of-the-way
spot on the Costa Rican coast under
cover of darkness, ’

The next day the Costa Rican press
shed ligcht on the nocturnal
mystery. The ships Atlantic Guayaquil
and_ Walthao operated by CIA gunrun-
rers had been caught smuggling into
s=e countty o large quantity of weapons
-onsigned to the pro-fascist Free Costa

sSene

Rica organization known to be plotting
the the Jose

Figueres governiment.

forcible  overthrow ol

An iovestipation carried out at the
time by the Costa Ricen authorities
revealed that the threads of the con-
spiracy led to the U.S. Embassy in San
Juse. The contact man between the CIA
and the Free Costa Rica organization,
La Nacion wrote, was nonc other than
Edward Williams, U.S. resident agent in
San Jose, who was ollicially listed as
the First Secretary at the U.S. Embassy.
It also transpired, according o
La Nacion, that Williams was the chief
organizer of the anti-Soviet campaign
unleashed at that time by the Cosla
Rican reactionary press lo prevent the
normalization of diplomatic relations
‘between Costa Rica and the Soviet
Union. Williams and a fellow-agent,
Lawrence Harrison, who operated under
the cover of the local branch of the
Agency for International Development,
bad to leave Costa Rica in great haste.

A little over a year has passed since
then. Speaking at a press conference on
February 235, the Costa Rican Minister
of Forcipn Allairs Gonzalo Facio said
the government had irrefutable proof
that “preparations weére under way for
an invasion of Costa Rica by mercenary
armies .ol the Central Amcrican
counlries” aimed at overthrowing
President Josc Figueres and selting up
a military dictatorship. A special role in
dhe operation, scheduled for March, was
assigned to the Free Costa Rica orga-
pization, whose fascist-tvpe thugs are
preparing for terrorist acts against
members of th_é Costa Rican government
and the country's progressives. ‘

‘Why are the U.S. special services and
their local agents plotting against the
constilutionally elected government of
Figueres? Why the heightened interest
of the cloak-and-dagger men in small
and peaccful Costa Rica?

The wind of change sweeping Latin
America is increasingly making itsell
felt in Central America, which
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Plot Against Costa Rica

Washington has long  regarded as a
particularly reliable sphere of influence,
The US. is seriously worried by the
prospect of losing control over this area
situated so close to its borders, and'up'
to now. a veritable private preserve of
the American monopolies and the
reactionary regimes subservient to them.
It is particularly alarmed by the
developments in Costa Rica, which, for
a number of historical reasons, has
always been more democratic than its
neighbours.

Costa Rica has long had a strong
patriotic movement, which has influenc-
ed government policy; in many respects,
It was due to this influence that Jose
Figueres, following tis election in 1970
to the presidency for a third term,
announced the intention of his govern-
ment to implement a programme of
sweeping socio-economic reforms and
. s eountry of the economic domina-
-5 ¢t fareion monopolies. In the sphere
ol foeinn policy, Figueres declared tor
(waitising normal  relations with all
c..avnes, including the socialist. Late
in 1970 the Costa Rican government
pestorad  diplomatic relations with the
1.S8.S.R. Democratic opinion in Costa
Rira and progressives in Latin America
generally welcomed ‘these sleps.

Not so the U.S. imperialists, who saw
In these actions, taken by a sovereign
state  in  the national interest, a
“dancerous” example to other Central
Amverican countries. And so the CIA set
to work to topple the Figueres govern-
ment.

Washington is now trying to bring
pressure to bear on Costa Rica by
devious means, using the reactionary
brass hats of some Central American
countries whom the Pentagon has under
its thumb through _the agency of the
Central American Defence Council. -
Some time ago Costa Rica, which has
po army of her own, withdrew from that '
organization, arousing the displeasure ol
the United States. The ministers for state
security, foreign aHairs and economics
of the Central American countries are
to meet in Guatemala early next month,
according to the Costa Rican weekly
Libertad, and Washington is counting on
putting through a decision to create
“joint armed forces” of the Central
American countries. The Figueres gov-

ernment is strongly opposed to any
such supra-national army, which could
be used at U.S. bidding to interfere in
the internal affairs of Central American
countries. The Costa Rican people justly
regard the project as a threat to their
country's sovereignty.

These are troubled days for San Jose.
The local La Hora, quoting official soure-
es, repotls that the governments of two
Central  American countries  bhave
already armed and equipped mercena-
ries in addition to allowing some of their
own olficers and men_to join in the
planned invasion of Costa Rica. in view
of this the Figueres government has
called on volunteers to start military
tramning in order to repel a possible
foreign intervention. The -Costa Rican
people are fully determined to delend

their SPATINTE ™"
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“When Britain pulled out of Rhodesia after the 1965 Unila
‘the CIA worked . to ferret out details of the sanction-bust

-In the popular traditions of spying, secret documents disa
were used to convey messages in invisible ink. It was a shock
one of the informers was a prominent lawyer. But it was not
. the CIA had éxpanded-into an area where the British were una
active in Egypt, Iran and Syria. E. H. COOKRIDGE ends his ¢
and looks at the Director, Richard Helms o
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R ANY of the bright young

men Allen Dulles had

recruited to CIA from

law offices and univer-

4 sities had gained their

_ spurs in London, where they were sent
to glean some of the methods of the
British Secret Intelligence Service.

' Dulles enjoyed making wisecracks
about the Victorian and Indian Army
traditions still surviving in the British
secret service, but he had a healthy
respect for its unrivalled experience
and great professionalism. He knew
that CIA could learn a lot from the
British about operations in the Middle
‘East and Africa, where its stations
were rapidly expanding.

After Archibald Roosevelt, one of
CIA’s foremost ‘‘Arabists”, had re-
stored cordial relations with SIS when
station head in London, a plan of co-
operation was devised for Africa, where
most of the former British colonies had
gained independence, and were be-
coming subject to strong Soviet and
Chinese pressure. Roosevelt was still
in London when, in 1965, Rhodesia
made her momentous “Unilateral

. Declaration of Independence” (UDI),
which led to the conflict with the
British Government. .

There is no better instance of the
strengthening of CIA-SIS collabora-
tion than the hitherto undisclosed
story of the services CIA rendered
the British authorities in Rhodesia,
particularly since about 1568.

Indeed, in assisting the British SIS
in its thankless task of implementing
the policy of economic sanctions
against the Smith regime, CIA put its
relations with the Portuguese in
« jeopardy. It has an enduring under-
“standing with the Portuguese Govern-
ment and its PIDE secret service on
many aspects: NATO security, anti-
communist operations, the use of radio
stations in Portugal and her colonies,
and of bases for the U-2 spy planes

- and Special Forces in Angola, Mozam-

BIEANS Y S
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British sanction policy became, British Other CL
consular. offices and SIS men were Were Cal
supposed to watch the steady flow of former A
Rhodesian pig-iron, tobacco, and other Francis }
products through the Portuguese ports who had
of Lorengo Marques and Beira in East cloak-anc
Africa to Europe and the Far East. Cubaanc
Merchants and shippers there had Yigant,
made fortunes out of the traffic which Congo du
the Portuguese were bound, by United and sever
Nations resolutions and agreements the most.
with Britain, to regard as illegal. Edward

After the closure of British missions Salisburye..c....- . .

in Salisbury all -information about 1957 from the State Department;
Rhodesian exports dried up at source. from 1959 he headed the East and
At this juncture CIA stepped in to Soutp African section and, at the time
assist the British. It was not merely a of his new appointment, was Station
labour of love. American tobacco Head in Pretoria. Among his various

syndicates in Virginia, Georgia, exploits he was reputed to  have
North and South Carolina initiated the first contacts between th

Te:n- South African government and D
nessce and Kentucky greatly in- :
. . . Banda of Malawi.

creased their production and sales to The CIA agents were perpetually
Europe when Rhodesian .tobacco « journeying between Salisbury and the
growers lost most of their trade Mozambique ports, and Murray was
gitr‘on;gh. sart;ctlons. Tra(;ilfglonglly, temporarily posted to Lusaka to main-

c? esian to accorwas used fOr CIZAT  1ain personal contact with British
and cigarette manulacture m.Belgxum, officials resident in Zambia. Mr Ian
Holland, Germany and Switzerland. gy and his cabinet colleague, Mr -
When these supplies dried up, Euro-  y yy tjowman, who looks after foreign
pean manufacturers turned to Ameri- affairs as well as security and the
can grow:;i. But b)éand by Bhodesx:;ln secret service of the Rhodesian regime,
exports began to flow again, by the  yepe ot unaware of the unwelcome
use of ‘false certificates of origin and operations of the Americans. They
smugeling through _the qutuguese suffered them for the sake of avoiding
ports and through Durban in South ., onen clash with Washington. Their
Africa, much’to the displeasure of the patience, however, became frayed
Amencans.. ; . | when it was discovered that secret
. Thus, o.bhgmg tl}e British and help- 3, ments had disappeared from the
ing American business, CIA ordered  p.oqquarters of the ruling Rhodesian

its agents to ferret out the secrets ofthe  National Front Party. Subsequently,
sanction-busting schemes devised by —

Mr lan Smith’s regime. Soon the CIA
station in Salisbury was bustling with
activity. Since 1962 it had been headed
by Richard La Macchia, a senior CIA
official, who had joined it in 1952 from
U.S. Naval Intelligence and had come

STATINTL
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@V@,, CIA I an’s Indiscreiions

' Bv wu.um: r,zowAL.,Ar\o
Hzrl!d Lalin Amerrica Carrespondent
- SAN JOSE, Costa Rica —
'f’i'esident Jose Figucres says
heis willing te “lct bygones
be bygones” in a spat with
the United Stotes over an'in-
discreat Cla staiion caicf.

A private visit from Sccre-
tary of State Williamn P. Ro-
wers last week apparcntly
helped smooth the rufflad
£azthers of the veiatile Costa
ican leader.

]

‘- Figueres said in an inter-
view that ke interpeated the
Rogers visit during the ment-
ing of the Orzanization of
American States hiere as the
U.S. way of apolozizing f{ov
the indiscrctions of {ormar
embassy official Earl J. Wil
liamson.,

"THE FIGUERES Adminis-

tration asked for tic recall af

Williamson, nominally a [irst -

sccretacy at the cmbassy,
after the CIA chicf criticized
Figucrcs at  private gather-
ings and was quoted as hav-
ing predicted his overtirow.
Witliamson left Costa Rica in
February.

. Figueres said he and Ro-
gers did not discuss U.S.-
Costa Rican relations direct-
1y, but he noted that Rogers
was the “only onc-of the 20
foreign ‘ministers here who
visited me.”

" “It was one of these visits
in which it doesn't matter

what you say. The fact of the
vgsxt is what is important,”
Figueres said.

A spokcsman for Rogers
said that the secrctary’s visit
was a courtesy call with no
deeper.intent.

COSTA RICA, tnc most _
‘democratic and peaceful of
all Eatin  American -nations,”
was shaken carlier this year
by rumors that’ an uprising
was ‘being planned azainst
Figueres.

‘Some versions had the
United Stztes jnvolved in the
plotting, which was szid ‘to
have been triggered by con-
servative oppornents of Fi-
gueres’ after he decided to
open diplomatic ties with the
Soviet Union.

The United States emphat-
ically denied any involve-
ment aiter friends of Fi-
gueres. leaed the rumaors-to

The Miami Herald and, later

to other U.S. publications.

The bantam 64-year-old Fi-
gueres, one of the hemi.
sphere’s leadingz democrats,
may te the staurchest friend
the United States has in
.Latm Anierica.

1t is still not dsar w h=th.r

'Figueres believed that an up-

rising was zfoot or whether
he merely wanted people to
think he cblieved it.

IN ANY EVENT, the ru-
mors gzve Figueres an oppor-
tunity to ven: his displeasure
at the operation of the U.S.
Embassy here in gmeral and
of Williamson's activities in
particular. .,

Frorm the beginning, high-
ranking Costa Rican officials,
scaking the support of 2 sym-
pathetic American press, had
toid visiting reperters mere
privately than they had been
willing to 2dmit publicly.

Today, it is an open secret
here that the Costa Rican
government expects an carly
replacement for potitical ap-
pointee Walter C. Ploeser as
U.S. ambassador.

Publicly, Figucres says, *I
have no complaint with the
ambassador. My relations
with -the ambassador are all

right” -

ana:cly, Costa Rican offi-

-cials close to Figueres -say

they exract Pioccer to be re-

.'p.aced as soon as it can be

done with a modicum of diz-
nity.

O IATINTL

PLOESER, A conservative
St. Louis insurance exccutive
who has been in Costa Rica
for a year wititout learning
any Spanish, has made an
unfavorable impression here.

-.Costa Ricans say Ploeser
has appeared aloof, formal
and politically out of touch
with a liberal society in
which the Amcrican ambas-

“sador has traditionally been

more of a family friend than
a foreign envaoy.

. Plocser is held responsible
by sente influential Costa Ri-
cans for the unexpected
trensfer of Larry Harcison,
tha highly popular and cifec-
tive director of the embassy
aid prograrm.

tarrison, who tleft Costa
Rica in January on a sched-
uled trip to Washington and

~did not rcturn, is said to have

been “fired” by Plocser.,

CC3TA RICANS familiar
with Harrison's aid programs
say tiey were both dynamic
and pragmatic, Harrison is
said to have quarrcled with
both Pioecer and VWilliamson
as part of an idcological dis-
pute within the embassy. .

Figucres’ dccision to re-
open-ties with tiic Sovicts is
a major political issue in
Casta Rica, wicre a Cuban
exile colony adds fuel to tra-
ditional anti-Conimunist
fires.

Figuercs himself is one of
the hemisphere’s most vocal
-anti-Communists. His deci-
sion to decal with the Soviets
was bascd on a Costa Rican
desire to sell surplus produc-
tion of colice, its principal
export, at favorable prices,

As part of the deal, Costa
Rica was to have purchascd
Sovict -machinery equal in
value to the coffee it export-
ed. -
The deal ground to a
standstill -after the Soviet
failure to comply with bid-.
ding requirements for the
machncry. .

terview, however, he was de-
termined to press ahead to-
ward greater ties -with the
Communist world.

“We have to find some:
thing to buy from them,” he
said. "Perhaps they will sell
us bridzes, which we need
badly. But they have much to
learn about competxtnve bid-
dingz.”

Flbucres says hhat rela-
tions between Costa Rica and
the Communist world pose
no threat. _

“Let the Sovicts come with
2 100-man embassy for all [
care,” he said. "Alter all
these years, Costa Rican
Communists have managed
to win only two seats in Con-
gress, What can the Sovicts

do that Costa Ricans them-

selves cannot?’
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- Coffee Break in Costa Rica

. “Itis a stroke of good fortunc for
the United States,” the Kansas City
Star has observed editorially, “that
Costa Ricans have a sense of
humor.” '

What provoked that observation
way President Jose Figueres’ com-
ment in requesting the Uniled
States to recall from Costa Rica
‘the State Department’s chief politi-
cal officer there, Missourian Earl
Williamson.

“It so happens,” said Figueres,
“that the Russians drink a lot of
tea, but that Costa Rica would
rather have them drink a lot of
coffee.”

Williamson, it is charged, in
addition to his State Department
duties in Costa Rica, may also have
been moonlighting as the CIA’s
representative there. In any case,
the envoy has succeeded in thor-
oughly disgusting the Figueres
regime which, if not following the
path of right-wing dictators long

tolerated by the U.S., at least

imperative. '

presents ug with a firm and demo- -
cratic ally in Latin America.

Mr. Williamson, who is related
by marriage to weathy ex-Cubans, -
apparently has his own ideas on |
what constitutes Lietin democracy,
and without further guidance from
Washington, he beggan {o create
static over Costa Rican coffee
trade with Russia. fich trade is vi- -
tal to the Costa Rican economy, but
President Figueres: claims that
Williamson tried to stir up a
military coup over the issue. '

No time should belost in clearing
up the Williamson zase and in put-
ting at rest any nisunderstanding :
that exists betwem Washington
and San Jose. H, as President
Figueres charges, there has been
heavy-handed bluidering by an
American official, it is intolerable
to let the situationdrift. If, on the -
other hand, it is aot much more
than a silly misunderstanding, the
need to clear the air is equally

' Apbroved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000500020001-7
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- aware of ‘:ﬂv '-lxons to thc cifecta.xdmﬂ} are not true...

arations  The government fa Cesta Rica has denizd that 1l has de- .
id).  “claved any American official PNG —persona non grata.

paints I have nothisg to add to those s‘atu“ ats w hxch bave

Cuba, " been pubh&."ed -

as, Again on Feb. 11, \IcClos:.ey Was meh qwst.ormd

s- by reporters:

““Iha events in Costa Rica 'stcnacd
tein a liection en (ha way the CLA contin

i Ameiza (as vell as ov nr/-.«!._.
ly belaw t'.f: Rio Grande, da
{ eled tho public cbout CIA plat
. s cepeats in his syn

e, Jack And

,ine consaiadas medude c..c:‘= 1o Gssa

ter i rotod Castro; in Chile, ‘where the nevr g gevernment has . Cuestion: Bob, could §0u cmf:rm repoyt that g}«e
“poused the ire cf the Nizen Administiaticn and the big \z:'.encan [}l)'JL'(ul o.fxcox in Coesta Rica is being with-
JUS. copper corp cratisns; -in. ;.cdo;cr ard cihier ezunlrics ; drawn? . o . T
o - “avhess sovessign dipnity as viell as fishing rig his arein fﬂe HCClOJRC) Eax] W l'!u'm w20 has hoen as-'
T belance. Soil geas u; ,a»,vc,..\..”re h_.\...sv;.ku . signed to the Atnerican [mba:S\ dO\ A there for, I be--
i ’ . - - % lieve, the last two and a half years will be returning
By TiA WIERLER D “ from xhgrecomchmc I believe, next moath.
. iy Question: Le°>).!t Williameon work for the CIA?
WASHINGTON . nleCleskey: Mr. Williamson has teen assigned to

osta Rican mecwspapers ar nd the Miami (Florida)  the American Imba%y in. Costa Rica. Via no! in.the
Herald have reported a possible plot h\ the ClA pn.c'ic» ef identilying persons who werk for the CIA.”
.to overtiirow the government of Costa Rica. The plot is~ (emphasis mine- T.W.) :

said to have involved the dropping of a skipload of arms His Exes :Ik ney hap!'ad Mb"rto Zuniga, Costa Ri-
on a lonely Pacific beach of Costa Rxca froma ship i n- ca’s Ambassador to the U.S,, told World Magazize his
tified as the “Waltham.” . government has'denied “what the 2 :‘:mx Herald re-

‘Imiplicated in the charges is Fa 11 (Ted) Williamson,  ported.” “We emphasize that we have and want to main-

a <tndom figure attached to the U.S. E nbassy in-San tain very co*Jml xcl aticiis with the United States,” Zun-
~ Jose, Costa Rica, but commonly known there as “CIA. iga adc‘m’ The reports of an atiempted coup, he '\r*ded
__— chief of station,” the Miami Herald c’:-:clarc-d inareport, are‘'provably rumorsin SanJose.”
7" Feb. 1, wrilten by.Don Bohninﬂ, the Herald's Latin Amer- -~ Hé defenced Costa Rica’s expandiz; (}lpqu itic ties :
ica emtor. R - © - with the socialist natioas of Eastern E: :

1 &
‘Willilamson is saxd to have predicted the. early de-  lations are going to be established,” ke said, k 'v.,t as o | ) i
mise of the regzime of President Jose Figueres Ferrer,  Colombia and, Mexico have dona. Thzy ml‘. be m:nmy

because it is asserting independence from the U.S. by commercial and trade relations. We a have scll our :
oremmr trade relations with the Soviet Union, Czecho-. coffue tot the Eumptan cot::\(r]t‘s 1!*3 is ";here t};g mar- -
‘slovakia, Poland ard other socialist nations. ‘ ketis.”

LeUIQIatOAb newspaper cditors and other Sll"‘pOF‘.Cl'g But A% Tile the Flmc.es ry(\\*(\rr_:ﬂ:n{ }0‘ ltg own

f“‘l"L"rC< are so outraged at revelation of the plot and  rogsens, is denying the attc'an:d coun. press and radio
“Williamsen's involvement that State Department hrief-  cominentary in San Josa coittinuas 1o categonc‘h' da-
ing officer Robert McCloskey quietly announced last clare that an armed attack on the government was
week W nhamfon s "“k endng mthlra wal f;om CfNa ploited, and that Williamson was directly invelved, A

fea. Coroec e L _broadcast by San Jose Radio Reloj, Feb. 10, monitored

v#lna tdm hone. 0111 to t‘tc CH here we as.—:ed Joseph by the U.S. State Department and transcribed in 4 jour-
Gocdwin, A\xlstmt to CIA Director Ric ‘ard I!e“m}s, i nal titled “Foreign Broadeast Information Service™
indced, Williamson is en the ClA p;.;..bl Goodwin re- goiareqd. “The case of the Central Intelligence Agerey
plicd “We don't make public statements.” C :

N about the (CIA) and Figuercsis a case which has chn handlet ; hest .
- o McCloskey was borubarded with quastions & O:’r f.'“ * by the State Dcpartxmnt Itis evident that. thes ¢ wus in-
phot t\m days ruaning last \\ee <M umtc: f the b“: mg -tervention and it is em’ewt that c\cnthmg wis P itched :
F«.b adeclare: - upathome. .

CQuestien: Eob, have any of our diz? Jmats begn re-

th these chavges “Nothing remains for exportation except a a cloud of
alted frow Costa Rica i connection winhese ¢ g smoke w mch no one will bt able to fijure out.

°‘ CI A activity down there?. of . -“There is evidenct which cannot be obliterated — °
McCloskey: Well, let me <ﬂ) first trv{‘nol:.u_,,fucs o] thc affirmation by several Liberation deputics (mem- .
the United States Covernment has been iavolved In ac- s of Figueres Nutional Liberation Party (PLN), that i
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COSTA RICA
Freelance Diplomacy

In Costa Rica’s admirable if not en-

tirely unblemished history of democratic
government, no figure stands taller than
diminutive (5 ft. 3 in.), scrappy José
Figuyeres Ferrer, 64. At the hcad of a rag;
tag band of rebels in 1943, “Don Pepe”
routed a Communist military coalition
that had tried to seize power illegally.
He banned the Communist party, abol-
ished the army (Costa Rica has not
had one since), instituted many social re-
forms and, after 18 months, restored
power to the elected President. Figueres
was clected to the presidency in his
own right in 1953 and again last year.
Educated at M.I.T. and married to an
American, he became an outspoken sup-
. porter of the U.S. Opponents frequently
charged, in fact, that he was too pro-
Yankee. .
With that sort of rccord, Pepe
Figueres seems a most unlikely target
for a Guatemala-style plot engineered
by CIA agents and aimed at his over-
throw. Yet that is precisely what Costa
Rican officials claim has happened in
the tiny (pop. 1,700,000) Central Amer-
ican republic. They do not accuse Wash-
ington of sponsoring the scheme, but
they make no secret of their
suspicions about some officials
who happened to be working
for the U.S..

Astonishing Question. The
plot began to take shape in
1968, when one Earl J. Wil-
liamson was assigned to the
American embassy in San José
as a political officer. William-
son, 55, also served as CIA sta-
tion chief. While he was at-
tached to the U.S. embassy in
Havana during the Batista era,
he had married the vivacious
niece of a wealthy Cuban sug-
ar baron. The Williamsons
moved in wealthy San José cir-
cles, where Pcpe Figueres was
considered a “Communist” by
some because of his social re-
forms. Williamson and his wife
made no effort to hide their dis-
like for the President—particularly after
Don Pepe, having already established re-
lations with Rumania, Bulgaria and Hun-
gary, moved to exchange ambassadors

- 'with the Soviet Union as well. (Costa
Rica has been selling its surplus coffee
to the Russians for U.S. dollars for
two years.) .

Last October the Costa Rican gov-
ernment’ received intelligence reports
that Williamson was actively abetting a
right-wing antigovernment plot. The

. State Department was asked to quictly
arrange his transfer. Nothing was done.

- Shortly after New Year’s, Costa Ri-
can Ambassador to Washington Rafael
A. Ziniga visited Assistant Secretary

. of State Charles Meyer and bluntly

. asked: “Is the U.S. plotting the over-
throw of Don Pepe?’ Meyer expressed
astonishment, and a few days later, State

: CFRDP80-01601R!
T 8 MAR 1971

Department Troubleshooter C. Allan
Stewart was dispatched to San José.
Still Williamson was not recalled.

Fully expecting a coup in early Jan-
uary, Figueres’ government put the
3,000-man civil guard on full alert. Con-
tingency plans called for Figueres to be
whisked to the hills to- protect him
from assassination. . The coup did not
come off, but the following week San
José once again requested Williamson’s

recall. Last week the CIA man and his
wife finally departed. At the same time, ‘\/

Ambassador Walter C. Ploeser, a con-
servative former insurance executive,
began cutting the AID program’s per-
sonnel and trimming the Peace Corps
(though Costa Ricans wanted it expand-
ed). He also says he plans to boost se-
curity personnel to maintain surveillance
of the Russjans when they come.

Overzealous Actions. Washington
sources suggest that Figueres enginecred
the whole plot story to get rid of Wil-
liamson and Ploescr, a Nixon appointee.
Don Pepe is, after all, an emotional
man; only two weeks ago, he slapped a
student for razzing him.

In Washington, Williamson was or-
dered to make no comment on the sit-
uation. Ploeser may indeed be recalled
before long—but at Foggy Bottom’s

BERNARD DIEDERICH

FIGUERES AFTER 1970 VICTORY
A most unlikely target.

pleasure, not Don Pepe’s. And a House
Foreign Affairs sibcommittee, after a
closed hearing, found no evidence that
the U.S. Government had “attempted
to overthrow” th= Figueres government,

although it did cite “overzealous ac-

tions” by unnamed officials.

Onc U.S. embassy official in San
Jos¢ blamed the Administration’s ex-
ceptionally tow profile in Latin America

for the diplomatic debacle. “We are float- -

ing in the policy of no policy,” he said,

"“and a lof of guys start to freelance.”

To raise the profile a bit, Secretary of
State William Rogers will be going to
San José next month to attend the

Latin American Foreign Ministers con- .

ference. For his part, Don Pepe has
asked the Russians, who were scheduled
to open their embassy this week, to put
it off for a while.

STATINTL
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Loose Tai Cr eates

_ When 1t was dxscloscd hat the CIA's
"man in Costa Rica was being accused of

comphcxty in a plot to overthrow the
'govemment of that country, most of us fi-

gured the man was the wctxm ‘of a
frameup ' N . '
- After all, Costa Rica is one of the West—
ern Hemisphere's most democmuc coun-
tries, Its president, Jose quel es, a long-

“time friend of the United States, is so anti- -

Communist that his foreign mm.stcx called

last June for collective action "to promote

an internal uprising" in Cuba.

““Incredibly, though, it seems that Earl
{Ted) Williamson—an Amcrican embassy
official reputed to-be the CIA chief in
Costa Rica—left himself and the United

Statcs open to the accusation.

- As Times corr espond ent Francis B. Kent
reported in a weekend dispatch, William-
son had been critical of Costa Rica's deci-
" sion.to establish diplomatic relations with
the Soviet Union. Just before Christmas,

quroved For Release 2001/03/04 :;CIA-RDE’80-01601 R000500020001-7
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a Tight Spot

he was heard prediciing that the Fiﬂdeles“

-government would not last another t\vo
" weeks.

When rumors of a plot to overthrow I‘x-
gueres thereupon grew, the Costa Rican .

- government remembercd the diplomat's
. prediction—and, undelstandably, was not

amused.

- Only after 1cpeated 1equcsts howcvcr :
did Washington finally get around to or-
dering Williamson out of Costa Rxca a few :
days ago. : . - ’

We do not believe fm a minute that tlm
United States (or Wl]hamson for that

‘matter) was actually en"arfcd ina pAot to

overthrow I’lguex‘ea

It is astounding, however, that a U.S. re-
presentative abroa d——whethm wearing his
diplomatic or CIA hat—would mdulore in
loose talk- imperiling relations thh a
friendly government. It is even more as-
tounding that once the flap arose, Wash-
ington was so laclxadalslcal about sctun" :
things right. o
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CHOUSTON T HEX,

By W.D. BEDELL

Aside from the chronic bad

wealher to the south, the

-“United Staies has run inlo a
series of vegional squalis.

They involve Costa Rica,
Panama, _and -
» Ecuador.

The Costa
Rica sguall is
now officially
eover, but it
threw a cloud

- over the presi-
dency of Jose -
. Figueres.
l«iouexcs tra-
d itionally
“known as 2 friend of the U.S,,
‘came into office last \Id)
cas the result of an over-
whelming. election victory. He
went to work quickly to find
markets for Costa Rican
. products. One of his hig far-
- géts was Russia. Trade has
already beozun. Exchange of
- ambassadors is near.

As a result Figueres, who

.was a hero of the Costa Rican
War of Liberation in the 40s
and a celebrated president in
the S0s, has become con-
troversinal. There is fear in

- Costa Rica and elsewhere
that recegnition of Russia will

; lead to recognition of Cuba
and Conununist China,

. lsn't 'so. They cite the long-
\ standing feud botweca Fig-
sueres and TFidel Castro. C:’q-

. tro openly accuses Costa Rica
ol' harboring secret bases

% from which ‘an invasion of
‘ Cuba is planned.
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Yigueres  had apparently ’
ridden out thz Cuba scare,
hewever, and only a litle tur-
bulence remained. Then the
U. 8. Embassy in San Josz,
the capital of Costa Rica,
made some news. Possibly it
was pure coincidence. '

CIA-RDP§

The Embassy’s political of- J

ficer, Earl Williamson, was :
withdrawn,. Thore were
charges that he had heen the
Central Intelligence Agency
boss in Costa Rica. There
were reports that the U, S
was 1rying to discredit or .
overthraw the F¥igueres gov-
ernment.

State Department front

“man Robert J. McCloskey de-

nied the overthrow stovy.
. Asked about Williamson, he
said, “I am not in the prac-
tice of ideatifving persons
who work for the QI;(."

Charles A. Meyer, “assistant
secretary of state for Latin
American affairs, went belore -
a congressional subcom-’
mittee. The subcommittze lat-
er reported that it found “no
foundation for the charge that
the United Stales has been in-
volved in any attempt to
overthrow the gove arnment of
Presidant Jose Figueres. ”

.

LU THEACLQL'D had- al-
ready settied over Figueres.
The other day, when a stu- |
dent booed him, TFisueres .
slappad the student, Figueres
is 64 now and he has changed :
since the earlier years when .
he would have handled the in-
cident another, way. Latin i¢
America has changed too, hut f
ot to the point that a pullic {
slap can be forgotien. 4
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It is kmg\\ n, noncthel ess,
that

o~ r

i L) .
" —The queLes- gox ern- .

ment cenoudy Teared an
uprising inearly Januaiy’

—The G\laldn Civil, Co-
sta Rica's only arined
force, ‘was alerted at that

S“\V J OS‘L Costa Rica—-
Fowwn ageits, smuggled .
guns and_the hgh.mn'{
coup are as conuncnplace
as bananas in this part of

the. world.” . ut hot I
Costa Rica. This peaceful
little -repu ha; Ion

been Lnown as the Swi t/-
erland of Céntral America; .

Yet all these elements—.
and more-—have sutfaced
here in the Tast fow weeks,
to the acute embarrass-
ment of heth the Costa Ri-
can ahd U.S, govermnents.

The. fallout to date in-
cludes tha rccall of ‘2 U.S.
Lmbas» official generally
identified as Smthﬂ chief
for the Central Intel--
hgence Agency here and
the "dismissal of the US.
aid missien duectol.

- Plot Cl.a rged
Eaxl (Ted) Williamaaou,
‘No. 2 man in the emhas-
sy's political scction and,
npnledlv the CIX's top
official here, left San J(Jee
last Sunday for Washing-
ton amid widespread_char—
ges of complicity in a plot
to overthrow the govern-
ment of President Jose Ii-
gueres. His withdrawal
‘had been sought repeated-
ly by the Costa Rlcan
government, :
Although U.S. Anﬂ>assa~
dor Walter C. Pleeser and
State Department officials
in Washington vigorously
deny the charges of U.S.
inyolvement, there. is
"much evidence to the con-
‘trary. Moreover, sources
well up in the Figueres
governraent expect to see
Ploeacr himself depart
soon for ano»h»r atw*n
ment . '
'lo I‘;c u\c Txos :
FlgllEI'Ca, too, in an ef-
fort to preserve his long-
standing fricndship with
the - Lmu.d States, -has
gone out of his aJA

ronstraie publicly tn all
iz well Jhetween  (he two

. uc left,

the capital to a hiding
place in the mounlam».

I all Pwmctcd

—-Williamson, a fre-
quent critic “of Figueres,
had’ publicly forecast not
long before that the Ii-
gueres government would

" not swrvive another two

wéeks. :
.U.S, and Costa Rican of-

ficials alike have ex- ' I

pressed  astonishment  at
the very idea of a U.S! in-
-tellizence agent conspir-
ing To over throw the
government of.a man who,
over the years, has b.,ul
among the warmest of .
\'\’ashington's friends in
Latin An:e 1'iua Even so, m
the light of circumstances

nig h ly reliable sourees -

. Jiave suggested that such a
development is not al-
together unlikely. .
Start of Trouble

"Difficulties between the”
cmbassy heve and the Fi--
gueres government date” 3
vackt to the president's in-.
aug 'ration last spring, fol- |
lowing an overwhelming
electoral victory over op-
position on the far lelt and
far vight. :

A chatler member of
Latin Am;ucab damecra-

an ql'h.l_-COl wmunist rebel-
JYion hmé in 1848, served as
1;1c°1ucx Jrom 1951 to
1938 and had lived and
taught in the- United

Stafes, He is kriown as-an
ohtq,oken ctitic. of Corms
mum st CUde quel Lc‘ ]
tro. 8 . 1.

Still, theré was fnctlon
from the start with the
émbassy. Williamgon, who °
had served in pre-Castro
Havana and married the
niece;of a wealthy sugar

) by the gov crnment of  Ploeser contends that
ba“’“ openly criticized Fi- Gen. Olmu' Torrijos Williamson's devarture
CBlEdaFQﬂlR&lMW@OQ’He RD. 80v&153ﬂ131&0059@920001 7

('xpxoxmtlc relations with

~hda L 4 ) 2 41

time and plans wete made -
to remove Figueres from

lease. 2001/;03/04 CIA-RDP80-
g8 FEE art

crilicism' was echoed by -
-his wife in social circles, -2

Figueres, for his part,

i said he was only following
i'the lead of President Nix-
on, who had said it was
time to end the era of con-
and begin an-

{rontation
era of negotiation,
No Eifort to Curdb
Plocger, a St. Louds. ban-.
ker and insurance man,.a
Republican.: -bongresyiiian
from:i1941 - tord9: 0 TR Sad

igueres had Iodu

iccfnc GOP fund-nn:er
.mned honc in April. He

is said Lo ha\e made no ef:
< Tort o curh Williamson's
public” eutbursts d"‘dl!bt
“igueres,

T he situation canh, {loa
head just before Chivist-
mas, when Williamson ob-
served at a cocktail party
that Figueres' govern-

ment \xoukl not last be- -

yond {wo nwre weeks. In
it :elf, the remark might
]uxe been  over- look cd
© but there was more. -

Arms Movement’

‘Snnull'meouth a rlunor
swept through San Jose

- that arms had heen landed

cldnde\tmcly on the re-
note Peninsula de Osa in
the southwest. Other
pons were reported to he
eoving across the bovder
with \'mr'wua ’

Plocser told 1‘epovtet=
tnol there weire "certainly
ro_ships owned by any
“agéncy of the Upited
}--at s? in Uie Pem'xmh
de Osa grea, iic > seld-he v
Lfmate[\ ofLued to p.o-
vide “surface vesséls and'

-~

atrcialt from U.S. bases in

"Panama to investigate the’

reportm It has Dbeen sug-.
sted officially that w hat'

\\ aa landed {here Tight ;

Have heen contraband:

av hhky :

No s ustmn

=

hawever, that arms did in:

fact cross: the: bor<l-e1"

from \‘wdmoud These are
. desceribed h" sources close
to Iwuexee as 104 -semy-
..utom'\tlc weapons: deliv-
cred at Figueres' Tequest

’l‘hc Gua xmci Civ 'I was
aleprted plang epres

NI AATIIND

vl (5'1- .

There is no question,

“worked out
gteres away
‘scene of cxpected
and. I? 1guu s a\,cd a
“friend in the State I)tl} wl-
ment to pull W 1111:{111\011
“out of the countiy, & move
that reportedl) lllflllldt(.d
Plocser.

Harrizon, chief. of the aid
mission hm' and architect
‘of a $22 million program
wimed pmmdul) at im-
qproving Costa Rican agri-
culfure, had gonc o \V ash-
ington for w h at woere de-
seribed asetoutine consul
fations. Harrison had not
gattﬂn alongz with the am-

< pagsador, who is described-

by embassy sources as
fcclmrf that Harrison was
too cIo~e,to an sdministra-
;ton that was drifting dan.
'gerously to the 1ft.
Harvison .ha.-,
turned and will not re-
turn. Ploeser has assumed
his responsibilities as
chief of the aid-mission. *
" "Against this back-
c ground, former Ambassa-
dor Allen Stewart, an old
“friend of Figueres, was
sent heré to investi cate.
- He is reported on the be~t
of authority to have told
Figueres that official cab-
les” reaching Washington
had dcccubed the ~1tua~
tion ds dangerous. Fi-
gueres ° was ‘accused | of
ahandoning the West and
. facing Eaxt of havi ing ac-
ceptcd undnmal assi Lancc
from the Communists for
his canmipaign, of penmit-
ting Communists to infil-
trate his government.
Figueves, who has Dbeen
called "disgustingly pro-

United States,” told Stew- -

art-that he u.m:u.u.d solid-
Iy anti-Commmunist.” Stew-

art reportedly left Costa’

, Rica convinced that the
‘(hdl“"eb wete w 1thout
fouudatxon. .-

Shoutly alterwavd, fol-
“lowing  another Tlgumea
request for the recall of
Williamson, this time sub-
mitted for mll» by Costa
Rica's. ambassador in
Washington, Williamgon

was withdrawn. P

any plot existed, he has
cafd Sit aap Lig nfhmnfml

Meanwhile, La\"rcnu.l .

not re:-
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Why was the plot haiched?.

Dip‘smat plotters '_ | Presidont Jose Figueres Fem;r, whom

the plotiers were planning fo-overthrow,
L has been steering a course eimed at
T i strenglhening the counlry’s economic' - ’ L
A bng scandal has broken out in Cosia and political independence. 1t is to this !
Rica. Whal is more, & diplomatic | end fthat he set out fo develop the |
scandal, inasmuch as three of the four | country’s d'P'°""°"‘: and frade fies with
persons involved are members of the . foreign countries. Since his election,
stslf of the US. Embassy in San Jose. Costa Rica has established or extended
i xould also with equal justification be trada. and dtp-lot'nuhc rel?hons with a
called “an esplonaga scandal bocause number of socialist couniries. Last sum-

. mer she signed a trade agreement with
the - d|pIOmais in question combine their the Soviet Union, and diplomatic rela-

official ‘functions with the dandeshnev fions betweon these fwo cauniries were
achivities of CIA agenls. And these acliv- | flly . normalized af the begmning of
ifies were directed towards overthrow- | nis year.

ing:the Cosla Rican government:
These diplomat plotters are not small The policy. pursued by tho Costa Rican
ry. Edward Williamson, for instance, is -Président sroused the displaasure of
lnm Secretary of the Embassy. John W. Washington, ‘where if was folt that Costa.
! Bligh* is #ts economic counsellor. James | Rica wes slipping from its grip. Hence
{E.Kerr is a consul. And the only member | the CIA's coliusion with lh{ Cosla Rican
« of this company of plotiers who operat- .reaction: Tee e
ed under a dilferent guise Is Lawrence . .=.l .
_Marcison. * He heads the locel branch ' = '~
,of ““the Agency for Infarnaﬂonal De- :

' velopment.
. Yhe miaslermind of | the' plo’ - Wa3
dward Williamson, ﬂn CIA bo:: ln SM

| Joss. e e |
Reports in La leerfad and o!her !

Costa Rican newspapers reveal some in- '

feresting details of tha planned coup

d'étal. The role of the striking force was.

assigned to & local fascist group known

as the Free Costa Rica Organization. lis ,

members were supplied wilth arms by o :

the Central Infelligence Agency and : . !

were faught 10 handle them af 2 secret

camp. The activity of this fifth column of

Washingion's was directed by the CIA

agents entrenched in the US, Embassy. ¢

When the plot wes uncovered, the o
first name fo crop up was that of Edward
Williamson. Subsequant . Investigations’
showed that Bligh, Kerr and Harrison

“f V., Ryazanisev .

.were also Implnecled. .. ) ) ] _
“'Costa,, " Ricsn’ ' government ) ' :
lhonu_pon osked thlngion fo- rota!t .
| rme T R AR B
.
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Am ng a]l tl.e nat\ons of Latm Arkma the
Umtcd States has no better friend than Costa
Rica, For various reasons the U. §. has been
popular there. Costa Rica is highly regarded by
its neighbors in the hemlsphexe because it is
ﬂrcsp;roas and has a long, democratic tradition,
When San Jose has gone along with U. 8. policy
on certain ovcasmns o‘her mtmns have

) fo!lov 2d. v

'I'hus the recrnt fuss over 2 State department
political officer, Earl Williamson, is most unfor-
tunate, Williamson is leaving Costa Rica at the
request-of President Jose Figueres. It has been
said that Williavason is the chief Central Intelli-
geace Agency officer there and that he has been
working against the president. Figueres wants
to recegnize the Soviet Unicn which has bought
& lot of coffee lalely. .- S

“Thers is considerable reason to believe that
Williarason is innecent in this case regardless of
whethar he is a C. 1. A. representative. As a

palitical efficer it is his duty to know peliticians

of all parsuasions. Many Costa Ricans are upset

ovar the move toward Russian recognition, and
Williarasen undoubiedly knows some of these
people. But Figveres- himself said the other day
that the charges against Williamson V'ern made.
by people who couldn’t prove (nem Y

In tﬁe ‘midst of all ths snnds \ er C Ploﬂs-

cr, thu Amencan ambassador; He'is a St Louis -

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000500020001-7

“‘{N@ ﬂ @ May io Win E’ﬂ@nda m ,
- Latin America

insurance executive; a former member of Con-
gress from St. Lmus, ambassador to Paraguay
two years in the Eisenhower administration, and
a_ former Republican, national cemmitteeman
from Missouri. He is known as an outstanding

‘fund raiser for the party.

Presxdent I‘lgueres inisists that he gets along

+finé ‘with Ploeser and has.sent out a telegram.
“saying so. The ambassador reciprocated with a

dinner for the president, But there are Costa Ri-
cans who helieve the ambassador doesn't spend
enough time at his job and others who say he is
too conservative. Of course any ambassacm is
certain to have detractors,

The fact remains that one of thz friendliest
nations to the United States has had to ask for’
“the recall of an important embagsy cfficial. The
president:of the country has felt obtged to re-:

state the basis of that fnendshlp and point out
politely that the Russians drink a lot of tea and
that he would rather have them drink toffee.

- The Uniled States has plenty of enemies,
Enough nations already are suspicious of our
motives. International difficulties erupt without
any bidding from this country. 1t is intolerable
if heavy-handed blundering leads to unnecessary

i strain with one:of our true friends. This has

been a silly encounter. Fortunately, the.Costa
Ricans have a sense of humor.
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;Ce.ntr‘al Intell igence
Agency

Notes

Costa Rica controversy: Earl Wil-
liamso_n, the agency's station chief in
Costa Rica, is returning to the United
States for another assignment, the
State Department confirmed Feb. 17.
-A subcommittee of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee said Feb. 10 there
is “no foundation for the charge,”
which appeared in press accounts in
Miami and Latin America, “that the |
United States government had been |
involved in any attempt to overthrow
the government of (Costa Rica’s)
President (Jose) Figueres.”

.
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' " The U.S. was forced to pull out its top CIA man in *
Costa Rica, Earl Williamson, following press charges that
the CIA was involved in “an attempt to overthrow™
‘President Jose Figueres. A U.S. House Foreign Affairs -
st subcommittce spokesman ‘attributed the rumors to,
(Fo “gersonality conflicts” between U.S. ambassador Walter
‘Ploeser and his embassy staff and to “overzealous
actions” by some U.S. officials whom he did not name.
Some sources told the New York Times, “Willizmson
‘had expressed disapproval of the government’s plans to,
renew diplomatic_relations with the Soviet Union.” A
‘Soviet mission in Costa Rica would bé the first in
Central America. C e e o

T e

S

‘
.
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Costa Rica Plog
Was Fas#icated

Your weli-touted Losta Kica “'ex-
bose” leaves you with a nice gob of
egg on your face. Evil perpetrators
and piteous victims alike flatly deny
any sign of a plot by the United

Y : States to oust President Figueres.
. If Uncle Sam does indeed have a
black eye (which I doubt) then The
Herald gave it to him. As a recent
visitor to tranquil Costa Rica, I find
your effort to stir up trouble only
slightly less nauseating than your
hypacritical efforts to cover it up. .
) JETTISON SMITH
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WASHINGTON: -~ (CST) —
The Centrgl I*yglhgence
. Agency’s station (,hlcf in Cos-
ta Rica has been ordered
honre on the demand of Pres-
ident Jose Figueres.

State Depaitment spokes-
man Robert J. McCloskey
confirmed yesterday that
Earl Williamson, who is list-
ed as “political officer” at
the U.S. Embassy in San
Jose, will be returning hele
next month.

McCloskey refused to give
the reasonfor the recall but
it was learined that Figueres

. demanded it on the basis of
reports that Williamson was
maneuvering against him.

Latin Liberal

Figueres, hero of Latin
American liberals, has suspi-
cions of the CIA dating back
to the mid-185Cs when .CIA
agents supported his pohtxcal
‘opponents.

Both the U.S. and Costa Ri-
can .governments officially
have denied that the CIA has
been pletiing Figuares’ over-
throw, but the charges have
gained wide circulation
throughout Central and Latin
America, where the CIA, de-
spite vigorous denials, is still
assumed to be engaged in
major clandestine -activity,

as it was in the 1950s and,
T - 1960s. » - %

0AS Meet - -

| Williamson’s recall is evi-|
idently designed to clear the
air for Secretary of State

William P. Rogers’ scheduled]

trip to Costa Rica for the for-
eign ministers’ meeting of
the Organization of Ameri~
can States on April 14.

: Williamson was accused of

developing close ties with Fi- §

Approvgd FOI‘ Release é‘mﬁéﬁxﬁmca 2onents
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relations with, the Soviet Un-
ion and the Eastern Europe-
an countries.

Costa Rica,
most democratic country in
Latin America and one of the
most prosperous, is heavily
dependent upon the export of
coffee and the
bloc is afertile market.

The Soviet Union, for. ex-
has purchased $10;

ample,
million worth of coffee from

Costa Rica in the last twoi;

years. »
‘Social Democral’
Figueres, who considers
himself a E
eial democrat, had friendly

‘| links with leading members

of the Kennedy Adwministra-
tlon but U.S. conservatives

ave long been suschxoL.s of
hlm

During queles first term

in office in the mid-1950s,
CIA agents reportedly lent
their support to opposition ef-

forts to discredit, and possi- |

bly' unseat him, ‘as a fellow
traveler of the Communists,
At that time, Sen.
Mansfield (D-Mont.), now
majority leader, citedre-

perts that “‘a CIA man was|
_ . tap- |
ping the phone of Jose Fi-

caught red-handed . .

o

gueres.
T

Tl e

e e o e

perhaps the

Communist ;-

uropean-type so- -

Mike |
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ving as a CiA oi-

[ eredit or overthrow tha Costa | fieial, McCloskey rapliad;

spartment | Rican government, I am not in the practics of -
paTument| The disclosure of tha with: ?i 3 persens witd work

Washington
© The State D :
Wyesterday announced the| . VS DR A
ol ; ves g e by § Sor the CIA.
“Withdrawal of its political) drawal was made by State ! for th
p‘mhavs"; Department spokesman Rob- !
v A DAY

dentify
. a1 r 53
" officer at the 1°.§ \ , posesman Rob-1 Asociated Press.
- ‘in Costa Rica, Earl wil.: ert J. McCloskey who veiter- *-
liamson.- ‘;.axed‘ that phese .allegahons,;
i published in United States !
. Published Teports have; and Costa Rican newspapers.i
{identified Williamson as head | are baseless. L
v/ [of the Central Intelligence | He said Williamson has[
{Agency station in Costa Rica.|spent the past 212 years in
j His ‘withdrawal is reported to | Cgsta Rica, indicating tigatll'
{be related to aliegations df}the diplomat was due for at

| American  attempts to dis-' transfer, * s
D e e T TR e e UL

v ' = : 00020001-7 .
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COS TA RICA'S Presidont
Joee Figueres, In au exclusive
-statement, Inforias ma, there ;
is no truth to wide spread ru- ;
-ors of a serious break in re- |
lations” between his country

and oul governme nt.

- Ona <v>ccxf.c rumor 15 thaf
0“1 CIA was cauglit plotting -
“.to ¢verthrow him b"CullSC—,‘ hc
“allegedly has gone “soft” oil
communism, *Don Peps” -

- as many call him ~ happens to be tse 011y

of

. Leatin Americam president who has actually
“led liberal forees to victory over cozm‘wwats
.in a military fest

. -President Twunrcs told me In a message
phoml from San Jose st my request that
" there is “nofhmv to' reports of a U.S.-Cosia
-Rican estrangement, He said ha and his for-
cign r’nmstel, ‘Gonzalo Facio, had dinner this
week “most cordxnlh” with our Ambassador
Walter Ploeser, v
rumored to have rcquested.

President Figueres sajd he Is planning &
- well-publicizzd trip with Anbassador Plocser
"o visit'the Turtielba Agricultural Institufe, to
contradict rurors. His ambassador to ¥ a:h-
mgton, Rafacl A, Zumfvcr, was intermedi '\15 in
the phope exchenge :

LUu'_'C"::b IN S '.n’ JCEE

. The Costa Kican president ad mutLd that
“funpleasant rumers’ have been rife in San
© Jose sinca Docomber. Rep. Dante Fascell, D-
Fla., heard them oa his visit there two weeks
-8go ~~ and heard them downgraded. But when
Cthey burst into thz Latin Amearicen press this
“week, both he aud Sen, Frank Church, chalr-
raan of our Senate Foreign Rcl; tions Subconie
mitiea on the Hemisphere, dzplored any possi-
bility that o ur go',ommant raight bring streng
pressure against President Figueres. - :

ep. Fascc.l, nowe unfortunately hospiializad
with a broken arm, very properly asked the
-Housg Foreign Affairs Subcommitizz on
Inter-American Affairs,” of which he is chair-
‘man, to invite Assistant Secretary of State
Charles A. Meyer and his deputy, Robert Hur-
witch, to brief it in a closed session on Feb. 11,

What transpires is that there was no plot,
but some overzealons pressy ire by two mem-
+bors of ‘Ambessader Plosser’s Can’ Tcsu slaff

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-'RDP80-01601 R000500020001-7
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" egainst Don Pepe’s new commarclal relations
with commmunist countries, There apparently is
& division of vie wpoint within the U.S, cmbas-

“sy staff, e - :

Cia GETS INTO IT -

By the time behind-scenes msagae'ﬂwentu in
(hxo area went t}xru the rumor mills, First

Secretary Earle Williamson of our San Jose
embassy was zccused of being a CIA agent
{ plotting to overthrow Don Pepn Mr. VWilliam-
ont has received md;ra to move to another
pos .

This rumor 2: so damaging to both the CIA
and to the U.S. that it could not be conlained.
It has been prepagated by Don Pepe'’s foes as
v'c:l as his friends. -

Thn situation is loaded with frony. Brazil,
Columbia and other Latin Amevican governs
ments hav

Russia wi movt such incidents, Don Pepe’s con-

v/

ade barter end othor ueals with

servative predecessor in the presidency &c- .
tually begen tM new cowamercial deals with -

Russia,

Also, President Figue'rcs and his Foreign
r2lo Casro &s the {ather of politi-
cal terrorism now shaking many couatries, And
rarely a woek goes by witlout a verbal assault
over the air—.,gv es from Tidel Castro against
Don Peps, charging him of plotting to invade

_Cuba -— with help from the CIA..

y -
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ISy I \Z!ﬁ WHN WELLLS
Special to The New Yerk Thnes

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10 -
The “United States s quietly
withdrawing -from Costa Rica,
Eart Williamons, its Ceniral In-
telligence Agency station chiel
there, ite a compromise move to
‘placate President Jose l"nnuerm
Ferrer. )

Mr. Willizmson's "I .;pen‘dm
tr?mfet after 1wo and a haif
‘years — a relatively brisf tour
of duly for Central Intelligence
Agency personnel overseas —
follows press charges with the

C.LA., was involved in “rumorsy

‘of an attempt to overthrow”
‘President ¥Fizueres. i

day- by Charles Applcion ieyer,
Assistent Sccretary of State
for Inter-American “Affairs, a
House Toreign Affzirs subcom-
_fmittee declared that there was
“no foundation for thz charge
) t%a' the: United States Govert-

12t had bzen involved in any
attc,np«t {o overthrow the Gow
ernment of President Fizucres
1t - noted that “Mir. Yi: unxes,
himself, ,denied the evidence
of any coup or involvament.”

“Personslily Conllicts’

-The head of the subcoramit;
tec, Representative John S, Mon-
zgzan, Damoccrat of Comizcticud,
aitributed the *‘m.,,pu. adl pub-
Qicity _in _the Ldtl': Arerican
press w'l in the Miami ch-
ald o p"scmlu conlticts”
between United St?aes Ambas-
sador Wealls z
litical appoin
bassy slaff a
ous acnxom’. bty some United
States cfficizis, wiom he did
not name. - - S

Presidant lwu‘*xc~ savi ina
telephong m terview yesterday
that  the accusations against
Mr. \Vl”l.’.’.;l‘<3"’ and his C.LA.
station had come from_pzople
in Costa R!M “v/ho aever could
prove it.” He denled allegations
of Unitzd Strues cou.smvny in
2 plot and sald that he and
. Plosser 'm oi ".y ﬂoau
terins.” ol .

) -

A|dproved For Release 2601/03/04 :

After a private brlcfmc' to-|

Presmenc Figueres said ﬂvt
Mr. Williamson end his Cubzan
wife held political views “dis-}"
tinct from» that of the Gov-
ernment, bui that’s their priv-
ilege.” Othsr sources said that
Mr..Williamson had expressed
disapproval of the Figueres
Government's plans to renew
diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union. A Sowet maission
t0 Costa Rica would be the first
in Central America, )
“This diplomatic recognition
in n0 way shakes our loya]Ly
to the United States or to the
democreatic cavse,” Wi, Figusres
said. “People every wvhere are

tired of the cold war, Russm:
controls half of Kuropz, and we’

want to mzks the I\uasians
drink coffce instead of .tea.”

In the: past two years the
Soviet Union has bought $10-
million worth of cot‘fce from
Costa Rica, 2 countly of 1.6
million peoplp mm an average
annual income of $600. 'Ihxs
¢conomic offens we has created
widzspread divisions in Costa
Rica and has also disturbed

fUnited States officials,

Secretary of State ™ William
P. Rogers is due 1o attend a
hemisphere mieeting of foreign
ministers at San Josc, C0~La
Rica, on Aprjl 14, ;

CIA-RDP80-01601R000500020001-7 -
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At any scason, but especially inothe

iced-up confusion of a Washington win-
-ter, my heart goes out to Dante Fascell as
he tries to fly on one wing.

The gallant congressman from Dade-
‘Monrce, with a new sessicn offering al-

- most liriitless opportunities for arm w av-
ing and desk pounding, had\ the misfor-

_ tune to take a header, busting an arm
- upon landing . . . surely an ov erwhelming

" penalty to a lively statesmun of Italian

-~y

eutract:cn

.+ ldon! know the circumstances in
which the header was taken but this is of
o coisequence. The result is the tragedy.

commitice on inter-American affairs hold
& 2roper h23ring — or even make a tele-
rhoue el — w:thout waving both arms
o al onc°"

; Surely if there is a way Dante
“will find it, for he has managed to ex-
press himself when overweight, when
““be: et by humcneas Republicans and even
wben in the presence of his estxmable col-
league, Claude Pepper, which you have to

. admit schools him for just about any

2 e g g T ———— g v

tlon - -—

For the i-noment howeverfa'scell is
. recovering his aplomb and mending his

. bones at a place away from his usual

* hdunts. At least the ladies in h_xs office
- did.not know his whereabouts yesterday,

* his labors in the middle of next week. .

s Presumab!y, this might delay the in-
 quiry Congressman Fascell p’an:. into the
. somewhat mysterious carrying-on in

Costa Rica, a nalion, tradntmnally fnendly

N ;-..;‘.' ‘

Approved For Rélease 2001/03/04 : CIA-‘R.DP8V0-01601 R000500020001-7
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“How can the chairman of the House Sub- .

- emergency possxb]e in the art of" elocu- '

i assuring callers their boss will return to.

B et S S N S U AL VTN

(I A

,u- i

= : : e /

toward the United States but now ap-
. parently miffed at certain of our pmple

~

) Detalls are lacking, to say the least
but the Central Intelligence Agencys
name, naturally came up - — it always

[t DV N

seems to figure when there’s a foul up —_

and an American Embassy ofﬂcer appar- |

ently is departing San Jose rather sooner

than he thought he might.. The fellow,

Earl Williamson, is accused of at least
talking too much about Costa Rica’s in-
.ternal affairs and maybe gomg beyond
talk, ' - -

Williamson and other partiéé to  the

jumble of rumors are unknown to me and _

— ever since the Bay of Pigs —T've been
suspicious of the CIA’s basic grasp of
"how to piay the game they’re “in . . .

i
[
i

“
3

et hal L seetat s o Wt e e o+ - s

N

‘More often than not, I get the feeling ' |

we’re sending Boy Scouts to do work
only professxonals should undeértake. If
this is a cryel statement, consider the re-
sults if 1t turns out to be truth'

In this world we're hvm" in, there
certainly is a place for the CIA although
Costa Rica hardly seems the place for 1t
to prove xtseh . :

We do have enemies, they are trymg
“to claw us down, we must work for our
own interests and all the rest of it. This
. would seem obvious to the U.S. press, the
Congress and all citizens. But sometime’
you.can’t see even such a large and obvi-

' .ous fact ‘of U.S. life.late in the 20th cen-

tury because of the unskilled p.ay of
bumble*s in the foreground.

~ Congressman Fascell and hlS plO]eCt-

. ed investigation of. the Costa Rican em-
barrassment doubtless will keep the larg-
er target in view ... no matter how
many arms he can wave ‘at the time.

P SR PP PRY VP I I ¥ SR
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l;U.S. Denies Involvement in Coup Atiempt
¢ . ~The U.S. State Department has denied reports that J
. the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was involved in
" a recent attempted coup against Y%  Costa Rican gov--
ernment and that the Costa Rican government had sub-
- sequently asked an American diplomat to leave the
. country. Earl J. Williamson, political officer at the U.S.
‘Embassy in San Jose, is scheduled to be assigned to a :-
{new post Feb. 22, but a State Department spokesman

: said the move had been planned before the question of |
: ClA mvolvement arose. o J

-
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rhe House inter-American affairs
{subcommittee said it will investi-
‘mate a report hy IFlorida's Miami
Herald that the Central Tnlelligence |
sAgency plotted-to overthrow Pres-
fident Jose Figueres of Cosla Rif:_a.é

~

"5‘3'

sadiih

y e
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Faseell Aware of ‘Tension
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| House, Will ]

_BYPETERLAINE < [ T RS
-+ . Herald Washington Burcau Escpa'rated 'from his post im-
WASHINGTON — ' The Tediately.”

4
3

1/03/04 : CIA-RDP,

“House_Subcommittee on Fascell sald that the ten-

gueres. Williamson 13 duo to
be reassigned Feb, 22.

One San Joss ncwspaper.
Plozser's .

TATINTL

- L } B

- Fascell sald :'-ﬁl;t’i\;hiia he
was in San Jose he was

_ shown a zartoon In a local

- Inter-American  Affairs will ions “seemed to attend the said Ambassador ot Hanst,
 investigate reports bflg_s_’}’g_l’administration of some of recall had also been demand- . S;TT’:YJ:Ili;f n’;j&’:" O;tn agie%ﬁde
terference in the ifiternal af:'OUf programs in that coun-'ed by Cost Rica, but Fi- s ) officers at the emn-
“fairs of Costa Rica, Chairman try" and that he discussed guercs and his Foreign Min- bassy, and Larry Harrison
“Daiite Fascell (D., Fla,) said them last week with two istry vigorously denied this.. “gip.cior of the AID mission,
. Monday, - ... : . State Department officials — Y were being expelled from .
DT ) - ‘Undersccretary John Inwin

ONE THEORY here s ths

ascell said he asked the thilnf:‘aonﬂ as CIA agents.”-
: o ¥ s ‘assured, however,
that there was no substancs’
to that story,” Fascell said.
“As a matter of fact, Presi-
dent Figusres in one or more
appearances praised the AID
director as an imaginative,
devotéd young -man who
worked hard with Costa
Rican authorities in develop-
- ing important self-help and;
cooperative programs, - .
YET HARRISON abrupily
left Costa Rica Jan, 9 as the’
.apparent result of a clash
‘with the ambassador. Ploes-
. e, 64, is a former Republican’
i national committeeman from -
| Missouri with a reputation as”
: @ hard-line conservvative. .
' “‘Figueres, also 64, is re-
guarded as a reformist intel: !
Jectual, He was once given ~
honorary membership in -
Ataericans for Democratic

-1~ State -Department. to bring
= Walter Ploeser,_the U.S. am-
_bassador -to : Costa :Rica; to,
_Washington -for’ |‘consulta-.

. ‘tions. He said hearings’ will’

ibe'held “within the next'few:

L days.” o ;

. FiFASCELY, - said - he - wa

‘yepoits of ~Central Intelli-~
igence Agency inyolvernent in:
i the politics " of the Central

J{‘;ﬁrqfqﬁr_xclly distressed” by . On

- ] 1'in
“;ald Sunday. -

[ “There are veiy few hings

¥that could do-more damags.’

“to the relations between the
"UnitedStates ‘and the rest of

our ‘hemisphere, particulany . ports. He said he would have

‘at “this juncture of our his-’
.tory,” the Miami *Democrat
said. o T T
iz In""addition, , Fasc [
‘closed that “he became
.“aware of certain tensions”.

A

k<]

{in the U.S. Embassy when he |
tvisited’ San Jose two week
. ,880." k

: Sen.

rank - Chureh, head:

FAmerican ‘Affairs; said “Con-

F gress has the duty of fully in-
tvestigating ‘these charges. If.

. Ythe:Unijted -States ambassa- -

idor in Costa Rica is implicat--
;‘é{l, directly or indirectly,in-a’
“plot to . overthrow the gov-

zernment, he would have to be -

:American nation, The'reports ; ports that the U.S. Embassy, ernment, he should be . dis-
ppearéd ‘in The Miami Her-; in San Jose had been in- missed forthwith. ‘

| . MICANWHILE in San Jo
- there was no immediate COm-  gercover era of political in-

' N [} -
€3S | was carried in the morning

“of the "Senate foreign refa- -
;tions subcommittee on Inters:: pent has asked the Nixon

‘and Assistant Sccretary for democratic  Costa:  Rica,
Inter-American . .
.Charles Meyer. " friend the U.S. has Ia th}
- - themisphere. has sought ft-
| *YTIE COSTA Rican ambas- avoid openly embarrassin®
!sador here had discussed the United States. .
U.S. activities "in San Josz  Sen. Frank Chmurch (D,
with Meyer “in Jannary. Idaho), chairman of the Sen
Meyer was reported to be as- ate Vestern Hemisphera Al
 tonished at what he heard.  fairs Subcommiites, said: “It
Monday, however, the U.S. embassador in Coste
State Department Spokes- Rica is i
. man Robert McCloskey said or indirectly in any plot to
" he knew nothing about ~re- overthrow the Figueres gov-

volved in activities against “Congress has a duty to
! the local government. ~ fnvestigate fully theso charg-
* White House press secra- es. If true, the fmplications
tary Ronald Ziegler also de-‘,' are shocking = to contem-
nled knowledze of such re- plate.” L
The general reaction In
no comment even if he had Washington™ to the report’
“was one of amazement thai
;- "the"United  Statés appeared
S€ to have returned to the un-

heard ‘them. ’

<t

ment from the Costa Rican terference in Latin America

i version of The Herald story abandoned. 7. . .
Republica: THE EVENTS ‘in Costa
t “. Rica followed moves by Fl-
The Costa Rican govern- guyeres, after his inauguration
: I - Jast May, to establish rela-
i Administration to recall the' tions with tho Soviet Union,
. reputed CIA chief ' in Costa Qther Latin matiens. have
. Rica — Embassy First Secre-_gimilar ; ties, though Costa
tary Earl Williamson — amid ;
rumors of an attempt to ov- make the approach in Ceh-
erthrow President Jose Fi- tral America, an area domi-

nated by military dictator-
ships. = . ...

i government. A condensed that it professed to have

-

newspaper La

, without comment.)

Affairs which is perhaps the -best-

mplicated - directly+

ica was the first nation to-

tion.

‘.
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No Reason And No Excuse

STATINTL

F or Meddhng ln Costa Rma

Yet, desplte all thlo,v the Umted

COSTA RICA is the jewel of Central
America. Indeed, there may be no more
attractive country in all of Latin Ameri--

: army, flexible class lines, relatively high ,

’ eéonomic levels and enlightened leaders.

As-an operating democracy, it has

_,.few peers. In the last five presidential

elections, for example, the party in.

_power was defeated each time.

. Costa Rica’s president, Jose Fi-

"gueres, has earned himself a distin-
- guished place in his- nation's ‘“— and

Latin America’s — history.

He was a leader of the 1948 revolu-

tion that resulted in the country’ s pres-

- ent constitutional system. As one ‘of the

“founders of the “democratic left” ap- .

shared democratic traditions.” X

proach to Latin America’s problems,

. along with Romulo Bentancourt of Ven-

ezuela and Luis Munoz Marin of Puerto
Rico, he was in effect one of the archi- |
fects of President Kennedys Alhance
for Progress. : l

- President Fxgueres and Costa Rlca
have been outstanding friends of the"
United States. Their contributions to de-'
mocracy ‘in this hemlsphere have be-!
come legend. .,

Just last October, when the U.S.
State Department published its routine’

J—

Background Notes ‘on Costa Rica, it.
commented: - i
“Relatioris betWeen the Umted '

States and Costa Rica have been partic- .
ularly warm and cordial, owing in large
art to a sincere mutual respect for

s
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It has strong democratlc tradltlons a -
hlghly developed educational system, no

States Embassy in Costa Rica has be-
come linked to a disgraceful effort to
dxsc1ed1‘r President Figueres and pe1 haps
over throw him. :

. The Herald’s Latm Amerlca editor,
Don Bohning, has disclosed that reput-:

“'ed GA station chief Earl “Ted” William--

son was so involved and that Ambassa-'
dor Walter C. Ploeser was. apparently’

T s NER
-aware of Mr. Williamson’s activities.- * |

. - : . t
Mr. Williamson already has been re--
called at the request of Costa Rica. - !

We suggest that President Nnxon
bring home the ambassador. . _,s

These actions constltufe meddlmg of
the worst sort. We can’find no excuse
for them. Mr. Ploeser appears to have"
been a poor choice for the job m the

e it oot o o i  a

y

fxrst place. : } :

The United States owes it. to Costa
Rica, and to itself, to send an ambassa-~
dor to Costa Rica who has greater sensi<
tivity and appreciation for const1tut1.onal
democracy. R

1

What the CIA does is another mat- .
ter. That secret organization has often.
complained of public malignment and
misunderstanding. It repeatedly has de-'
nied charges that it makes its own for-
eign policy when it goes into the field.
The current case in Costa Rica raises a.
question about those denials.

The whole affair deserves an investi-
gation by Congress, and we recommend
it to Rep. Dante Fascell's House sub-:
committee on Inter-American Affairs,

v




By DON BOENING

Haerald Laiin America Gditer.
171 Ton Mizmi Haeald Publishing Ce
SAN JOSF, Costa Rica —
he Costa Rican governnment’
as asked the Nixon Admin-"
st;ation to recall the reputed
“JA chief in Costa Rica amid
u.nors ef an altempt to ov:
rihrow President Jose Fi-
ucres. ' ‘
One San  Jose now &pap'r'
zid the recall of US Am-‘
yassador Walter C. I‘.m-\,r
:1u0 has been demanced, but
he foreign mmistry  and
president Figueres vigorously

pve denicd it o
Apparently to “avoid em-
yarrassment to  the United
States, Costa Rica also offi-’
ially denics that it has eb-
ained -the recall of -Earl
(Ted) Wiliiammson. Put it is
krown Ahat fie is expecied (o
eave the country by Feb. 22
for anothaer assignment. Wil
liamson, first secretary of the-
U.5. embassy, is widely ré
garded in San Jose @5 2 CI’\

rcp*c;tmat.v d

. 'I‘HE situalion so daterin-
rated last month that C.
Allen” Stewart, a longlivie
friend - f - }:gx ez who s
now a State Decpartmaent
trouble-shooter  fer - Latin
America, was quistly rushed
to San Jose In an effort to
straighten cut the mess.

“The St2te Department re-
portedly was astonishcd at’
the suggestion that the Unit-
ed States mignt be invilved
in any plot zgainst the demo-
cratically elzcted government
of Costa Rica, long consi
ered one of the hemisphere's
most democratic znd pm-
American nations.

The entire problem was
further egg.a\ ated by the de-
pailurs or Jam ary & of Lar-
ry Marrison, popular young
director of the U.S. aid pro-
gram in Costa Rica, He 121t
on a scheduled trip to \”a:‘l
ington and did nct relurn.

I"SO"“"‘ departurs
cfflcmlly was dcm.'lbm 2s a
“routine” traisfer but it is
widely accepted  in Costa
}_:ica that he was, in ¢ffect
ticed -bytheambassador, par:
haps after becoming teo in-.
dignant over the cowrse of
cvents within the embassy,

. blamed for the
+ burning of some Marxist lit-
in througit

" Harrison is Row “pecial 2s-
sistant to Herman Kleine,

deputy cnordinator of the Al

liance for Progress progran:
inWa ~hn‘¢ton :

O'\’LX " fragments of the
ston' have :urfdced in tho
Costa Rican press. All of it

nay never be known. Bul it

15 possible, fxom relnb!“
sources both here and in the
United States, to picce to-
gether somic of the events.
- The episode is believed to
have had its genesis with the
election, and subsequent in-
auguration in Mey 1970, of
Figueres —- a charter mem-
ber. of Latin America’s so-
called “democratic left,” to 2
four-year term as president.

Almost  immediately  Fi-
gueres becgan “building
bridoes” to lzf: Communist
bice, with Costa Rica bacom-

. ing the first Central Ameri-

ican nation to eslablish diplo-
matic and commercial tics
with the Sovict Union and
Eastern Durope.

The move crcated conster-
nation within some of the
military-run governments of
Central America.

Aud it "also apparently
aroused concern within the
American Embassy -— said to
be deeply divided between
liberals and conservatives,

BY LAST
were reaching
officials  of  Williarazon's
close ties with moembers of
the political opposition and
of indiscreet remarks made
by his Cuban wife regarding
the country’s allcged march
oward communism.

Williamson, who  had
served in Cuba just befors.
tiie Castro takoover, also was
seizure and

fall, reports
Costa Rican

erature coming
the airport, The blame arose
through his involvement in a
technical assistanc
on security.

In late October or carly
Nevember, the Costa Rican
government made an infor-
mial suggestion through the

L thOUUﬂ

-southern part of the
‘on the Pacific side.

e program .

w45 v I RN T =

" Costa
Vashington
he removed.

State Department’s
Rican Desk in
that Williamson
No action was . taken; al-
Ploeser is said to
have co.nplan.eca to Figueres
ahout going over his head
and lm‘_m” complaints with
an “office bey” or “errand-
boy” in Washinglon.
Fizucres, in turg, is said to
have replicd that it wasn't
his concern if the State De-
partment rau its Costa Rican
Desk through an office boy;

‘that hls interest was in hav-

ing Willlzmson recalled 10
avert a major scandal.

THEN, on Dec. 17, a {ish-
erman reported sighting a

"mysterious ship which had
‘vnjoaded

“long, wooden
‘2 rermiote beach
near Punta- Salsipuedes on
the Osz Peninsuls, in the
country

boxes” on

The ship was identified as
the Waltham, and the ‘Costa
Rican governmeiit later re-

‘ceived information that the

vessel was registered to the
“commmercial section of the
State Department.”” That ap-
parently was inaccurate.

In - fact, neither nn's
¥ighting Ships nor Iloy
Registry lists any alth"nn

The clasest to it is the Walt- .

ham Victory, a 435-foot ves-

sel owned by the U.S. Com-

merce Department and regis

teved at the port of San I~‘mn-
- cisco, There ‘is-

nothing to
suggest that it was the same
shm sichted off Costa Rica.

I WAS first reportec that
the *“long, wooden ‘boxes”
contzinad vicapons, although
Ly the time a Costa. Rican

Civil Guard patrol got to the
rugged region all lh;u was
fornd was a few Coke bot-
{les and somhe collap.m'\c
wrappers

A story. was Ietm put “out

that it appavently was whis-
Ky contre aband that had Leen

“put ashore, althongh it +is be-y
lieved the Costa Rica govern-,

ment still does not know for

surc, The contraband story.
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pxeqmmbly ‘was put out to
dispel rumors of .a coup
against the government,

If the boxes did contain
weapons, their ultimale pur-
pose can only be guessed.

But in this atmosphmc of
coup talk, Williamson al-
legedly remarked that the Fi-
gucres  goveipment would .
not last much longet. “The re-
‘mark  got back to. Costa,
‘Rican ofhcmls

EARLY in the wwk of Jan
4, the Costa Rican ambassa-’
dor in Washington reguested
and was granted an urgent
‘meeting with Chmwa Meyer,
assistant secretary of state
for inter-American affairs.

Meyer reportedly was as<
{onished at the suggestion .

{th“ United States mwht he

“involved in an alleged plot to
“overthrow . Tigueres; he as-
swed the ambdq*ac’or ol

‘Washinzton’s continucrd,
+goodwill, toward Casta Rica,
and pxo.mv:d immediate ac-
tion, ) O
Y RN S-S

. 911 Tharsday, Jan. 7, Stew-
artatvived in Costa Rica and
rcrra‘wa through the week- .
end, His visit mduded a long

_convers: tion with }xgueres,
during which the alleged
Costa Rican move toward the
Comumunist camp pre sumably
was discussed,

© On Sunday, Jan, m,-while

- Stewart was still in town, a
brief article appeared - on-
Page 13 of La Nacion, a

morning tabloid and San-
Jo§c's largest  circulation
daily. T .
It speculated that fhe.

Costa Rican government was
considering ~declaring W 1l—.
*liamson pmsoha non grata. '

The next day, Jan. 11, on
Page 61 of La Nacion, an ar-
ticle appeared under a two-
column. headline in which
Costa Rican Foreign Minister
Gonzaln Facio denied the re-
port.

“THE GOVERNHIENC of-t
Costa Rica,” Facio said, “has
not considered  declaring
{persona) non grata Mr. Wil-
liamson, dnector of special.
affairs at the Amecrican Em-

. STATINTL
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