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| ! It is reported that c;g, agents posing as AID™
/ men are taking ‘part in military opemtions T

- Laos But no ground troops. mind vou. v J .
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By JAMES MCARTNEY
! Observer Washington Bureau

‘ VIENTIANE, Laos — Presi :-

«dent Nixon's charge that North
JVietnam has cscalated the war
in Laos with a huge military -
“buildup is flatly contradicted ¢
by official inlclligence esti-
.males here. In fact U.S. em-
-bassy olficials here were as-

.tonished at figures cited by -

Nixon in his major policy
statement on Laos in which he
‘claimed growing North Viet-'
‘namcse strength.

' They say it just hasn't hap-
Jpened. But they are rcluctant o -

> publicly dispute the President.’
. frantically been .
« secking an explanation from
t Washington but as yet have not

They have

received even a courtesy reply,
The "buildup” was a key point!
“in Nixon's Laos policy state-.
ment a weck ago. The President,
said that North Victnam has.
poured over 13,000 additional’
¢ troops into Laos during the past’
. few months. He cited ‘this’
* buildup as a justification for;
the hxghly controversial ine
“crease in U.S, bombing,

- o ———y

i Intelligence esumates “hére

are that North Vietnamcse -
‘strength has not changed sub-
stantially In the last six
‘months, An official estimate
;‘givcn to reporters inVientiane
thc day hefore Nixon's statee
'ment made no mention of any
.klnd of buildup fn North Viet.|
"namese sirength, One nfnclal)
‘was asked If he was surprised !
?by the figures Jn Nixon's |
; slalemcnl. "

f “I was damned surpris R
'he said, “and I'm damned
; surprised there haven't been.
_more questions about it.” .,

N ﬂxm '

-total North Vietnamese

strength in Laos now is over : '.'Nxxon ‘may have gotten his

. clal remarked W

leons eshmatcs of ovcrall
North
were also far larger than

anything that makes sense fo .

the embassy here. Nixon said

- 67,000,

He said this was an all-lime

< high.

., ‘The day before he issued the

statement the official estimate
given hicre in Vientiane was |

50,000 and that figure has becn
used repeatedly in Washington

“.for many months.

Officlals here were jolled by
the President's facls and fig-
urcs, One wrole a long memo
saylng that the government's
credibility again was threatl.

cuned in Laos. Ile suggested

that the government furnish an
explanation for the President’s
figures and for the differcnce,
between those figures and of-
flicial estimates made here, He
was told (hat no explanation’
could be given until Washington
‘ provides new instructions,

Officials have considered it
possible that the North. Viet-

namese may have added about . |
2,000 troops to their forces.:

over the last six months, Up

Vietnamese strength .

. seeking  to
. Vietnamese strength,

.Y

24 oo

1O s e ’i

:M - 174,906
’8-204 225 ,

ﬂl

you know “that the embassy,
really would have no interest in 1
downplay North

208

“Asked where he  thought o —

fipures, he replied he must? - STATINTL

have gotlen them from the ak? .

force in Vietnam. : : |
“They'd like to justily the » . . |

bombing .of the o Chi Minh’ ' 1

- rail in every way they could.” |
- Most

intelligence eaumatcs| ' )
are not made by the Air Force ; -

nor cxclusively on the basis of P

acrial reconnalssance. They are i

a product of all - forms. of §

information, Including qucstion-
ing of prisoners captured doc- &
uments and all other pouibLe-.,

couress, .

i b
) lz’L st e ¥

-r-.;-..-.r._ua....~_..:=.a.-.-_._.r—' e e ——— 4 =

.to the time of the President’s 1

statements, however, they had

not added 2,000 to l,hel_r,of[icial
estimate because they consider~

“ed evidence to be inconclusive.

- One North Victnamese division,
: the 312th, was moved from the

‘Hanoi arca into Laos'last fall. -

/

Officials say however it is be-
lieved the division was sent to
Lacs in part to replace losses.

The embassy here. has fits
own intelligence specialists. In
fact 1t s shot through with
representatives of the' Central
Intellige ¢ncy., pna- ofli-,

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 ROO(‘)'7000:50001-2



STATINTL

Approved For Releasé 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-0160

= s ok ————

! DES MOINES, IOWA .
REGISTER '

S TESE YTV
S-= 514,496 P
C WAL 3970

ted States economic aid pro-.”; ‘which" eir
rdm in Laos ¢vidently has been a front -foesrany ‘;'-:;: Y AR AR YA
for'CIA operations. Jack Foisie of the < Buf. that® sott of Apylng s at -least:
Los  Angeles Times ‘Teports from Vien-" understood and ‘aceepted., When:the U,

§

SR _ ‘tiane that CJA agents have been posing: ! uses an 'econom_ic'_assistau"ceﬂagénéy_ for -

O

a3’ members of the ‘U.S. ‘Agency for -+ condueting Hostile’ agts’ againit” an gnes
_ ‘International Development (AID) rural.;my, however, that is’ something else. In -

.development staff in Laos. - . i Laos,- as dn Vietnam, “and prabably: - -

- 'These agents have been recruiting and’‘many-othér countries, AID officials and

training. guerrillas to fight agalnst,the_'";'f.-vempf(,)yespvldent]y must be assumed to;
“'be not just spies but-agents provocateurs: - .

Northi Vietnamese and Laotian Commu
nist forces.! Foisie estimates that th
‘umber ‘of CIA agents posing as civillan'
- jeconomi¢ aid’ workers fotals several ¢
lhundred, . e o r
.- In 'modern diplomacy ‘it ‘is commion caches, el . REERIN IR
{practice -for ‘some- officials in foreign ':; The United States has-failed to Tedeive:
- iembassles to be leading a double - life scredit for -mueh of “the yaluable}econdm-}
_as-clandestind.{ CIA -agents, that : js ¢ assistance it has provided, fai"ﬂinder-j‘
:5pies;: Sometimes the ambassador him. '

who may ‘be aiding - and .abetting’ antis:
Communist guerrillas -or- trying to. fail |
Communist }-'guerrillasl;_:,“engineering s
sassinations, dcstrpy‘ing‘f‘mili’tary L)suppb:__f'

eveloped" countries- just ‘bucause of the!

§ part of the"cold: war. The news abau(sf :
Wwhat s going-on it Indo¢hing: will surely
reinforce 'this opinion of Americart ‘aid. il
It 1s:not passible; of toutse, to divorce”
he: activities: of ‘an’écohomic: assistance :
/agency or of the Peace Corps volunteers |
from the ‘government of: which they sre.".
‘@ part. Bubif the' U.S: tis: going’r to?
‘eonduct these programs: for . péace and:
econdmie. improvement; then it ought-at;
y:least t make a - déterined aftempt o,

+hds working -under him in such jobs as
/Army dttache or commercial attache.
.+ ‘The-"spooks” as. they.are called seem

-~ i:té be an essential part’ of foreign rela-
Horis, Certainly.the United States has to
= gather {itelligence about forelgh powers,
*a¢ 'they "do~about ; the' U:S, " But- sorneés
itimes this cloak pad [dagger stuff scems,
 ridiculously:: overdone..»The . majob eles
-ments of infelligence ‘are_opef,. eéven in:
p#Russia,"and - do. not; call for -any: clabos
‘i Fdte: under-cov¢r<,"f.yprk.‘? Spying. las. bei kbep tlia,,f~,égehciésf;;azxd “thislepersonnel”
,1.;c,.ont;efj',zi.;"psssi,ot_z;.:m{thé}“U.,S.z;;j&;ingﬁe';thei' parate; . eold -

- eoldvwar: began, Tt (182 gnothef: wa

g began ]

=
5=

separate, from: the g’
& \no&t%uerlfwa (S L s T ‘.. " f . 3
ha S i Al
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‘To the Editor:

{ It seems certain that Nixon
‘has adopted the domino theory.
© We are now bombing Laos to
protect South - Vietnam, ‘and
“tomorrow we can bom
Malaysia to protect Laos, and
.the day after that we can bomb
‘Formosa to save Malaysia, and
-then maybe we can lay one on
Hiroshima for old times' sake,

to. protect Japan from itself,|q

and after that we can demolish
China and get it over with once
;and for all.

. Except this time it is not the
‘Communists who are pushing
iover the dominoes—it is us.

© T¢ be an American these
days, you must wake'up in a
state of lunacy or wonder.

Y Nixon has said no more
*Vietnams and there. we are in
|Laos, with all those crewcut
yovergrown boys in the CIA
iplaying James Bond, and’al
‘those brave pilots dropping ex-
plosives from on high, and
‘there doesn't seem to be any-
-thing we can do about it.

{ We now have a Laos-Vietnam
-war and there i5.no way to
'disguise that by ~announcing
that you are bringing  home
50,000 men while you: simul-
1taneously; ggg_e;gd

M T T b S

|
|

ot vyl
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the Plain of Jars. -+

Agnew, I suppose, will start
some sort of counter-offensive.
After all, the CIA and they
Pentagon were having a nice
in Laos until "the
news media started blowing the

election less than half of those
registered to vote do 50 and
when there is a City Council
ceting the members of the
Council and of the news media
far outnumber the audience.

That may be one of the

whistle. o reasons . for the declining
1 suggest that Nixon and Ag- population of ~Elmira, the
new and any congressman who business  district which is

votes. funds for Laos be re-

starting to approach that of a
uired to serve in that country,

ghost toww, and the poorly
lighted and potholed streets.

If we Americans don’t write
our representatives and our
with their hands in a
and that it is late in the

work

slum, a larger war in Asia and a bad

newspapers, we will surely get|.

STATINTL

day for Nixon & Co. to get:a political - system,  for  aj
case of Asian infection. democracy without participa-i
The Laos-Vietnam war is not;tion is meaningiess. '
going away, and if you buy the) ' EDWARD M. LEPKOWSKI|
Nixon-Agnew public relations; 5. -7 - 1013 Davis St.
job you hcan be ti«s‘ur?_ tltmat tge S Class of 1970
son you have in the first gradej 3
this year will eventually end up, 'glnyt«m?'miwo{ New“(_Ygrk
iti the muck of Asia. R
However, you don’t “have to! !
buy that public relations job, In!
a democracy such as ours we,

the people, are the boss and in
the .last analysis we get the
kind of government we demand
and deserve, . - . . ¢
Some Elmirans, don’t deserve
good governmeht because when
re-is a ty Council

Rty
oy

Y A e

.
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"~The COng're‘ss »Shallvl"léve Power--All This Tilﬁé_ |
1 Thought It Was the CJA-to Declare War—" | -
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VIEW U.S. AS SENIOR PARTNER._.,,;. Vi ‘ .
i-..-Yanks Get Along Better With

Than With Viet Ally

y

* America civilian pilots.,
.Air America is a US.”
government chartered air-
i line in Asia.
~ % Vang Pao is accompa-.
‘nied by several non-Asie
ans in clvilian clothing.V
- presumably CIA and U.S.
military men, The f{lights *
.originate’ from Long
. Cheng, Vang Pao's head-~
; quarters just over the hill
et oy " from Buell at Sam Thong.
He's the greatcst ]eadcl" " There never has been any

.+ Laotians
e : ‘ BY JACK FOISIE" * " :* =

ot Times Stall writer L

! | VIENTIANE, Laos—one of the

.
PRI ¥ SRS 1
LRI PRI

Until last year, the

e e e m———— g

. notable differences between the Americans in Laos also

"1 generally thc Americans get along they could do for the La-

.partner, It's the American, Laotian’

- more willing to accept advice, If

* their Vietnamese counterpart.

mportant. Talking out a problem '

wars in Vietnam and Laos i3 that felt pestrained in what

better with their Lao ally than with gjans. With neither press

"nor Congress paying close

In Laos there never has bef:ni attention, it was easler to i
make allowances for Lao

uncertainty over who is the senlor’
inadequacies,

As a major participant
i raising guerrilla forces
to stiffen Lao government
resistance to the Commu-

military commanders tend to be

they sometimes play the American_
for a fool, it is mostly to- gain’
bersonal profit,

1o0ss of ,"face" seems mot as'

gence Agency had secre

n mists, the Central Intel - neeording to "Pop.” Buell

of men and people in the

. explanation as to why -

world,” Buell said, reler-. * there are two air hases 15

ring to Vang Pao's come

mand of an estimated 10,-"

000 Lao army regulars and
" an equal number of guer-
rillas. Most of the guerril-
las are Mco mountain
tribesmen,

Vang Pao is a Mco, and
ncknowledged  leader of
/850,000 hill tribesmen who
live i northern Laos,

I8 probably the most

s

N
|
|

’

miles apart, Possibly the
idca wasg that separation of -
civilian aid and military
assislance was possible |
and desirable, '

The twin bases have
been politically conve-3

.,. nient. Curious congress-"
i men and reporters are,

:'

shown Sam Thong and’
kept away from Long .

" Cheng, Vang Pao tends to ;

bristle al outsiders.

funds to spend. Agencies']

. here doesn't have to be an exercise: which had to keep public

knowledioahie Amerlcan
in obtuse diplomacy Candor is’

X HELIC . Vang DPao's daily trips
on the tribes in the high.*

are ‘dangerous. Only two .

LRI

" possible. At Pakse, southarn Laos, '

- -t forms reflect it: "Request Lag AF--, government troops in

1 and other "hot* places are left to the:

- village level,

books were able to dis-

the other day, a Lao pllot readily + Buise some of the extra-

explained that his T-28 prop plane Jegal expenditures. .
bombed only in areas nat, heavily' Partly because of such

contested, The Ho Chl MEh Trail | comfortable working ar-
rangements, some strong

because of Lao reality. Air strike:

‘ Pao, fiery leader of
i.. or Allied AF-—check -one" g -about; northeast Laos and Edgar,
. how the choice is presented,
.~ Unlike in Vietnam, in' Laog there{farmer and widower who
" hag never been debate over whether{came to Laos as a volun-
: Americans can supervise the distri-|teer.aid worker 10 years
-bution of aid supplies down. to the ago.
C : "t The affection is voiced in
', The Laotians readily- agree 'the’ psuedo-tough language by

Jands after his years of
catering to their needs

U.S. aid supplies,
- Daring anyone to critl

'through distribution - of,;

"There's no other Meo'-i

living who could do the.

job the general's done."

|(Pop) Buell, an In diana’ Such untempered ad-

miration makes Buell the

target of some criticism in *}

.the rear areas, But the
unschooled man from Ha-

“milton, Ind,, is not unset-

tled by it. American am.
bassadors and air directors

* task is beyond their capability; The "Pop." _come and go, but Buell

- evacuate the road junction

.oout a fight during the
. on the Plain of Jars. The

“weeks apo, the doughty .

general, who claims to be s
only 40, survived his ump-
teenth crash, Iis plane's

clze Vang Pao, or suggest’ - €Ngine lost power on

L , attachments between: . ¢takeoff and the pilot
Ffater, more expertly flown Ameri- Americans ‘and  Lapiana. 1ot,70 1938 challenger'. {0 16 10 gl
, aGe:ui.ne TR ... thave developed. . American’ declared heat- - ‘P30 getting only a cut. .
b coordination: in assign-;' One remarkable. friend- tedly: ‘ ;lnose.
-:."ment of air -missions is possible:ghip §s that of Gen, Vang', ; 7+, Vang Pao accepts advice

ut sometimes his deci-

‘slons do not have the

<i*
.

concurrence of his Ameri-

.can advisers. Nor does he

always inform them of his

. plans,

The general decided to
town of Muong Soui with. |~

. enemy's current’ offensive

. Viethamese wanted to tako. charge’ Deprived of B i h ;
o prived of Booze remalns the American . .
. of American aid cargo from the. Asked about his health With the most influcnce on eArm&rn‘f“&i (nga';{’;;l::ic;)‘:

+moment it was unloaded :from ship i . the fighti t 1 ;
! , , ted by corre- the fightingest general on |
St i, resaling largescal, w01 cnts recently 3t his the Royal Luo governmont . 12, PAled ot unil nine,
L 2iversion info black “ox.Z_ .1 mountainous headquar- side. ' © %t Vang Pao's offensive

- ters at Sam Thong, "Pop”.  Less Confidential ~ “ over the same ground late

g0 i i replieds "My last malaria
-attack was a bad one and

“ “é: o~ 'I've had no booze for three

' ‘months. The general

:(Vang Pao) told his people

“: . anyone who gives "Pop" a

.- . three days.”

*Pop® reciprocates with

O’I'_
emed—a-{alreratt flown by

c. [ puperlative praise f
. { Vang Pao, -
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Vang Pao's relations
with his American military
advisers seem less confi-

major units each cay. He

Vang Pao's forces, it is the : forces, would try to gobble
general's habit to visit his * up too much territory.

goes by helicopter or light ' comcback with not too
Alr much resistance by Vang
.. "1 Pao's troops may have,

O7ORRAETR s e

Americans on how far he
dential. During the season~ % should push the retreating
al Communist offensive ; enemy. They feared that

L drink moes I the hole for fO% under way agalnst ¢ Vang Pao,

last summer was his own
idea. He differed with

with his limited

This year's enemy

il
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NIXON PATIENCE STRAINED B
Nousense About Laos Overdone

THIRE, ARE two m
Sen. I. William Fulbright, conld be told force-,

. 1l
7 RIS

ethods through which seeking  Congrossional  connoratio:
. peace efforts. However, surely there muct o

Inlly to lessen his unmecessary mouthings "a. Limit. Last year. the Senate adopted a
about the U.S, Government’s efforts to seitle resolution: saving: the President should ha

Southcast Asia’s bloody conflicts. denied authority to comunit tronps oversess

His latest performance is introduction of a without Congressionsl anpraval. It 3: e
resolution that would put the Senate on re-’ hinding, “and neither would be the new Tl
cord as opposing use of U.S. air or ground bright vesolution, ~ - L.
forces in Laos without prior Congressional ':.'_"_-"I{‘u]bl'{’(ﬂ]t'}]ﬂg"“rnrohe-.f() the: people” i an
anproval. Ie complains illogically “that the Zefort o force. hi§' “poace-at-aiiv-price” nn.,
Central Intelligence Agency and the, AZENcy * tions on the Government. Mr. Nixon could
| or_lntcmat_mnal: Developnient seem- to_have : g0 to_the people,” with.a far hatter crse. .
'cooncrate% m an effort to block r_;onqucst..olf: . There’s-Iittle. chasce for Seriate action:
%ggﬁnlgyhﬁoorth, Vietnam and the Communisi: ~ Yor one thing, Majorité Leader Mike Mane.
C . :

The hest method o
this_sort of arrogance
of the Foreign R
be censure: by 11
herence to the Co

. ciation by Presiden
Mr.

"eema————

1 Sen
mmi
.role in forcigm aflairs, & - . -

Another would 'be a hard-hittin
t Nixon. - - -
Nixon has been most

[ public” deflation of -

from’ the. chairman. -

clations - Committee wonld .-

tlee’s” constitutional

g denun-

hougbfful '.in

- field is far t
dorees,

“Comnumist a

geression in Laos is”*vnrela

00: sympathietic to the “bug-out.

. e did “:s;ly"-'.[_’lexl_'sqq}" that 'he failed ta
ate, calling for ad- ~§re the poini of :Fulbvight's delusion - that!

ted

oo the war In Vietmam.”. However, that's
scarcely. the reprimand peeded,- '
IL might be up to the President, whos-

pat

ience has heen sorely strained, -

I

. E
R % 4
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HAVE you ever. w dc edv why’for’
lgn aid 50 often fails? She
i Well, one good examp 8 Waé the sto-*‘ B
,ry ‘out of Lao§ that CIA’ agents. Weré{ﬁs N4
posing as aid workers i a'rural deyelop-.’t '

e ": The CIA men’ recrmted and-trained?
tguérrillas; ‘scouted , enemy’; movcme.nts?‘
'and helped dlrect ] %
e mund

F:‘ Ly What was the effect- in the ‘Laotiah

i\ : i }-, .
Lo regar
L ald mission as suspeut ’I’hey would. have
ambple reason’'to believe the true purpose‘Q
was not to help Laonans '-'})ut t forward

. %Va

won

» :.',n [
=_;Let us conmder further the, cover‘oﬁ; _
r.these CIA agents: "The Los’ Ahgeles”

. \Times’ dispatch explained ‘that’ digging|
« ywells was one of the ald. QbJectlves On
:hand ‘were : 15 well-digger supervlsorxsti
b g 1
e Even 1f Laotlans dxd not xeahre ‘theyu:,.
kmllitary -activities;-dn ‘unawareness: oty -
Hikely' n'-rtho:;e clrcumstaqces,,mch aa L
isurplus ‘of, well-digger: suparﬂ..ors fashsi
QiOns L "impressmn eitue ‘O *o;mppon.

T T

R Y

1
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~ All Foreign Forees . v

U S. Endorses F rench Call
For Withdawal Fr» m ans

A French call for the with-
drawal of a1l foreign forces
from Laos, ineluding Ameri
can air and North Vietnamese
ground units., was endorsed
yesterday by the. United
States.

The State Departmcnt en-
dorsement came in a state
ment that also urged that all
14 nations which signed the
1962 Geneva accords neutraliz-
ing Laos “live up to their res-
ponsibilities.”

The United States has sup-
ported informal consultations
,among the 14 nations but
progress in this direction has
 not been made because the So.

~viet Union has not responded.
. Further attention on Laos
‘ will focus today on the appear
ance of Richard Helms, direc-
i tor.of the Central Inteluxenee

Agency,. ina closed-door ses
sion of the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee on coverl
CIA activity.

Helms ‘'was summoned as
Committtee Chsirman J. W.
Fulbright (D-Ark.) pursued his}
inquiry into reports that great
numbers of U.S. personnel
listed as employes of the
Agency for International De.
velopment in Laos are actuall
CIA agents,

Published government rev
ords show more than 230
Americans in Laos as AID per-
sonnel, The personnel are
listed in a wide variety of cat-
egories, ranging from “com-
munity development adviser"
and “air traffic. control - ad-
viser” to public utety advis-
ers, engineers. and; “area coor-
dinahr. :

\»u-ud-”-. A b L e
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Juiland into South Vietnam. “I

| don't think anything should be
| done to make it more difficult
land deadly for our 400,000
troops in Vxetnam." said Mans-

A . |and what he called “action in

In‘.another deVelopment in.
the ‘continulng Laos contro-
versy, Senate Democratic

xpressed - “grave reserva-
tions” about one Implication
of a resolution on Laos intro-:
duced by Fulbright on.

;oeder Mtke Mansfield (Mont.).

Wednesday. e
jrhe Fulbright resolutlon‘

ould require action by the.
legislative branch, as well as
by the executive, to justify use
of U.S. armed forces “in com
bat in or over Laos.”

Mansfield told newsmen
that he was concerned that
the resolution, even though
not binding on the President,
might impede U.S. bombing of
North Vietnamese troops and
supplies infiltrated down the
Ho Chi Minh trails across Laos

field.

Fulbright's resolutlon was
fntended to distinguish be-
tween air Interdiction of the
North Vietnamese infiltration,

Laos which is unrelated to the
war in Vietnam, Senate
gsources noted.

In presenting the resolution,
Fulbright said, “An argument
might be made that the Ton-
kin Gulf resolution (of 1964) is:
broad enocugh to authotize the!
President to engage the armed:
forces of the United States ln
stopping North Vietnames
traffic headed for South Viet-
nam over the Ho Chi Mmh
trail.” But there is no pongres-
sional action authorizing U.S.

iself, Fulbright emphasized.

two kinds of combat in Laos i
made ,in the “whercas” secce
tions - ot the Fulbright resoluﬁ

section of it.

' bsi S A . ..x...u huh Ja.w». .ouha.m
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forces to engage in combat in'
the war directed against Laos’

This distinction between the’

tion, but not ln thq opeutivo _
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Terry And

L

. o s —

yomance, we Suppose it had to happen.

ut nonetheless we were shocked to read:

. . /Ahat the realdife equivalent of Terry and

: “f ine Pirates—that is, the 6FA.pilots flying

in the shadowy Laotian war—now have a
*,union. ‘ :

‘.

That's right, a union, just like the
"7 unions for railroad workers and truck -
-. drivers. Known as the Far East Pilots
.. Association, the union has just negotiated
a new and finer contract for the men who ",
..~ fly supplies to the
" some cases, fly the troops to and from
*. battle. The new contract gave the pilots
- etter pay, plus hospitalization, life in-
surance, home leave, sick leave, a senior- -
ity system an
thein children: to private

i

b
t
‘."
t
!
i

hools.
Lot “"..'_'_';‘, [;';' _::‘.:\_l';' s

del 3

The Pirates, AFL-CIO

In a world that Is fast losing its °

.+ streak of Steve Canyon or
- 'Pirates in them or they wouldn’t be out '

Laotian forces and, in -

d even tuition payments:to "

STATINTL-

s e A s Poaeoow
Rl [E—

- e e

" Apparently money—$'24,600 to $30,-
. 000 a year including overtime pay— is a. LA
major attraction for the pilots, many of b

whom are ‘ex-Marines. Though, says one,
.«practically all of these guys have a
Terry and the |

. A

here.” Many of them also have families
with them in the Far East, children in
_school, and, no doubt, membership in 1
" whatever passes for a golf club in that L
, corner of the world. S

v

»and some amenities, for their work is -

;s long on hazard and short on reward. But :

somehow the romance is gone now. After
all, can you imagine John Wayne with a
‘union bug stenciled on his Flying Tiger?

i

'

I
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We don't begrudge the men their pay ' R



‘ean military opeprations now
. ‘being conducted in Laos re-

{ committee and a leading Viet
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Asks Cong

. [Chicsgo Tribune Prass s"vlcof

~ Washington, March 11—Sen.
J. william Fulbright (D., Ark.]
proposed today to advise Presi-
dent Nixon to obtain congres-
sional approval to use United
States troops or airmen in

Laos, . .
Fulbright infroduced a reso-

lution stating that it was the

sense of the Senate that Ameri-

quire , prior .approval of - Con-

" No.Trealy on Effect
. Fulbright, who is chairman
of the Senate foreign relations

Nam dove, declared in a state-
ment: .

“The United States has no
treaty or other national com-

country. The Congress has not
granted authority to the’ Presi-
dent to wage war there,-

“As commander-in-chief, the
President may use the armed
forces of the United States to
defend the United States. He
may have authority to dispatch
American armed forces abroad

gress under the Constitution. ‘|’

mitment to the government of |'
Laos or to any faction in that|:

ress Rule |

o .y .
aos Policy
nor any other affirmative con-’
stitutiont] action by the Con-

gress has authorized the use . e

of any United States armed:
forces in action in Laos which
is unrelated to the war in Viet.
Nam,” he said. =~ . %
Fulbright ¢harged the Nixon'
administration has attempted
to. distinguish between combat
action'.in the air and combat
action on the ground. -
“I submit that such- distinc-"
tion is specious,” the senator:
said. o

Eorller Fulbright ‘said he!

agency for international de-
velopment and the Central in-
telligence agency.

Cites Published Reports

" He cited published reports:
and the testimony, of a reluc-:

thinks it is obvious a relation- | BN _'
ship exists in Laos between the ! e

tant AID official ‘to support®

this thesis.

The AID officlal, Robert H,
Nooter, agreed to supply Ful-
bright's foreign relation com-
mittes with a memorandum od

to protect American citizens.

“The President does not have
authority, however, nor has
Congress_given him - authority,
to engage in combat operations
in Laos, whether on the land,.
in the air, or from the sea.!

Not Authorized

might be that the President
received broad enough author-
ity under the Tonkin gulf reso-
lution to use American forces
to engage North Vietnamese
troops .and supply trains going
down tho Ho Chi Minh trail
thru Laos, '

,

* Fulbright said an argument|’

“Tut neither that resoluuon :

any such relationship,

Y TYC I ST Y
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o
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In view of these other cuts, I cannot
conscientiously and rightfully contend

~ that Portsmouth is being discriminated

' taken by surprise with thesc cuts, Anyone .
- who read in the newspapers about the

agninst as compared to other Govern-
ment shipyards—as I could, and did, in
the case of the 1964 McNamara-Johnson
closure order against Portsmouth and
which discrimination I proved by facts
and statistics.

Nor can any of us contend that we are

onslaughts of the Defense budget in the
Senate last year by the éritics of the De-
partment of Defense and those who were
pressuring to take away from defense to
give to welfare spending and antipollu-
tion spending could sce what was com-
ing.

It was as plain as the nose on your
face that money was going to be taken

. awny from defense and given to the do-

mestic welfare and antipollution pro-
grams.
with the exception of the Safeguatrd

. ABM, which I think is worthless, I op-

posed deep cuts in defense spending and
defended the defense budget against the
Senate attacks on it.

Nor can we of the Maine and New
Hampshire congressional delegations be
surprised, for Portsmouth has been living
under the closure-10-year-phase-oub
McNamara-Johnson order for more than
b years since its announcement on No-

.vember 19, 1964.

In a way, since Portsmouth is under -
the closure order, it could be concluded

_that Portsmouth has fared comparatively

. .well on this cutback in comparison with

- -

Government shipyards that have not
been ordered closed—such as Boston,
Philadelphia, and Mare Island.

It may be recalled that when I warned
in a December 186, 1963, Senate speech a

" year in advance that a decision had been

that the decision would not be announc

_ ed untll after the 1964 November 2lec

_ tion, I was excoriated by s Portsmouth -
newspaper,

denounced by a Senator,

" charging that I was deliberately “calcu-

lating to paenic the employees,” repudi-
ated by another Senator, and contra-
dicted by then Deputy Secretary of
Defense Gilpatric.

Yet, just 16 days after the 1964 No-

.vember election, the McNamara-Johnson

Y

"_decision to close Portsmouth was. an-

nounced by Defense Secretary Mc-
Namara exactly as I had warned.

I have repeatedly talked with Beere-
tary of Defense Laird urging him to

".. rescind the post-clection-1064 Mec-

Namara-Johnson closure order. On the

- basis of those talks, I have repeatedly

stated publicly and privately that I saw’
no indication of any tendency to reseind
that closure order. I have done so be-
cause I wanted to be as truthful and

" realistic with the pcople as possible, just

as I unpopularly was with my December *
1963 warning instead of getting thelr.
hopes up falsely with optimistic talk that
I did not feel was justified, .

As one who has fought against cuts in
defense appropriations, I am in » far
more consistent position to protest-a de-.

e
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I am hot in the politically hypocritical

position of lcading a fight for cutting de- .

fense spending generally but then mili-
tantly protesting any cut on defense
spending in my State,

In all fairness, consistency, and politi-
cal honesty, how can any Benator or
Representative pressure for large cuts in

‘defense spending so that the money can

be diverted to domestic welfare programs
and fighting pollution and on the other

“hand demand special treatment for mili-

tary and naval establishments in his
SBtate or district and oppose any econ-
oniy and defense cut moves with respect
to his State or district?

In all good conscience, how can any
of us support cutting everyone else but
demand special exemption for ourselves?

If there are to be cuts, I expcet Maine
.to take her cquitable share of the cuts
directed toward greater economy, better
domestic welfare and nntipollution pro-
grams, and flghting inflation—and 1
think that the unselfish people of Maine
tecl the same way.

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. President, I
pugrest the anbsence of a quorum,

.The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tems
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, 1

ask unanimous consent that the order.

for the quorum call be rescinded.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is 50 ordered.
Mr. MANSFIELD. I also ask unan-

fmous consent that, pending the arrival”
of the senior Senator from Celifornia,

‘the junior Senator from California (Mr,
_CRmsrou) be recognized briefly.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-_'jn the internal affairs of the 'Kingdom of .

pore. Without objection, it is 50 ordered.
The Senator from California s, recog-

. " nized.
- made by Defense Secretary McNama
. to close the Portsmouth shipyard bu

. HOW WE OBSERVE THE GENEVA

ACCORDS

Mr. CRANSTON, Mr. President, yes-
terday the Senator from Arkansas, the

“distinguished chairman of the Commit-
‘tee on Foreign Relations (Mr, For-
BRIGHT), rendered a very valuable serv- -

jce in discussing Laos, and introducing
a resolution relating to our military ac-
tivities .there, Among other things, he
cited the fact that we are not fulfilling
any treaty obligations in going to the

assistance of Laos, I would like to point -

out that, even worse, we are violating a
treaty signed by our Nation by the mili-
tary actlons we are now taking on the
ground and in the air over Lnos. .

I nsk unanimous consent to have

‘printed In the Recorp at this point the
‘'relevant passages from the Geneva Ac-

cords,

There being no objectlon, the excerpts
were ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as follows: o

Excerrr8 FROM GENEVA ACCORDS

The Governmenta of the Unlon of Burma,
the Kingdom of Cambodia, Canada, the Peo«

ple's Republic of China, the Democratio Re=.
‘public of Viet-Nam, the Republic of France,

the Republic of Indis, the Kingdom of Laos,

the Polish People's Republio, the Republio:
.of Viet-Nam, the Kingdom of Thailand, the
fense cut in my State than some ofihers, Union of ‘Soviss Soclalist Repub!

R ) I
..‘ o ,l.".: - v K ",.\‘:‘-.
'

I

v

United Kingdom of Great Britain and North-

* indirectly impair the sovereignty, independ-

* Mzation of war materials;
“the North Vietnamese were escalating

‘Geneva accords. Any introductlon of - .

.accords were the Communists or North | 2.

lios; the'

AN e b A e
L . g .
P

1970

;.-rn Ircland and the United States of Amer-
fca. ., . .
2, Undertake, in particular, that

(a) they will not commit or participate in
any way in any act which might directly or

ence, neutrality, unity or territorial Integrity " .
of the Kingdom of Laos; [
(b) they will not resort to the use or ' - .-
threat of force or any other measure which
might {mpalr the peace of the Kingdom of
Laos; -,
(e) they will refraln from all direct or In- . - ..
direct interference in the internal affairs of .
the Kingdom of Laos; ) -
(d) they will not attach conditions of & -
political nature to any assistance which they
may offer or which the Kingdom of Laos .
may seek;
(e) they will not bring the Kingdom of
Lnos in any way into any mllitary alllance

_or any other agreement, whether mtlitary or

otherwise, which is inconsistent with her .
neutrality, nor invite or encourage her to
enter into any such alllance or to conclude ’
any such agreement; /
(/) they will respect the wish of the King-

. dom of Lnos not to recognise the protection

of any alllance or military coalition, includ- ,
ing SEATO;
(g) they will not introduce Into the King-

,dom of Lanos forelgn troops or military per- -

gonnel in any form whatsocver, nor will they

in any way facilitate or connive at the intro-

duction of any foreign troops or military

personnel; . -
(h) they will not establish nor will they . .-

in any way facilitate or connive at the estab- T

lishment in the Kingdom of Laos of any -

forelgn military base, forelgn strong point

or other foreign military installation of any

kind; R
() they will not use the territory of the - -

‘Kingdom of Laos for Interference in‘ the

internal affalrs of other countries; L.
(f) they will not use the territory of any ..« .
‘country, including thelr own for interference - ; . )

Laos. . ..
For the purposes of this Protocol
(@) the term “foreign military personnel”

"-shall include members of forelgn military .

missions, forelgn military hdvisers, experts, . e

.instructors, consultants, techniclans, obser-

vers and any other forelgn military persons,
including those serving in any armed forces
in Laos, and foreign civilians connected with
the supply, maintenante, storing and utill--- -

. Mr. CRANSTON. The President stated,
in his report on Laos last Friday, that

the Laos campaign In violation of the

military personnel into Laos is a viola-

tion of those accords. We are escalating,

too, in violation of the accords. Y
I suspect that the first to violate the | -

vietnam. I presume this although I do

ot know it. Concelvably we had military -
personnel In there, or began o recruit
tho Meco mercernaries, before the Com-
_munists moved in from outside. o
This did not happen, I point out inci- * *

dentally, under the Republican admin-
istration of President Nixon. Except for . |
the current escalation, the violations be- .-

gan under & prior, Democratic admin- -
istration, : .

The Communists deny that they are

‘ violating the Geneva accords; so wedeny ..
‘that ‘we are violating the Geneva ac- .-

cords. If we consider that the Geneva’ ~.

“accords are null and vold because-of

Communist viclations of them and what -

'

x

. . ‘




>

— T | . L |
 DETRIT AppRbved ForRelease 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601
% | - 'STATINTL
. E - 592,616
. 8§ - 827,086 ,
— MAR 12 1970 " g — e
PrE-A~THE DETROIT NEWS— Thursday, March 12, 1970 e e R g ) LI

N i

Ha

'

noi--the

i

fred 'E'v @E’@ Gk @?- -

;

R i

o ' - : . .3

- | 1 1 o, e TR e I
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I WASHINGTON — Whother < L : o ‘ Y
e \ . LY VoL R 1

LAOSUS HARE S éommon‘;  “communications zone for both -

i tlig attack of Laos jitters iny ; .
. These provide interior com-,

the Senate and segments of . gides.

tthe press results from hyper-
i sehsitivity to “anather Viet-
!nam” or a desire to score
points on the Nixon adminis-
tration, or hboth, the subject
js one which mceds to be put
into military perspective.

The fact that oue, or five, or
! even 27 American advisers

t may have lost their lives inf.

! this obscure and intermittent
+ conflict (which has gone on
\ since 1949 with U.S. involve-
! ment for at least the past 13
(years) doesn’t ‘make Laos
« “another Vietnam.” .

For that matter, the fact
 that certain U.S. military peo-

» frontiers with almost every!

“ other state in Southeast Asia: e

. with China, the two Vietnams,
+Cambedia, Thailand, and
S Burma, :

I~ As one planner remarked, 'E‘

- “Almost any straight line

. from here to there, as the .
crow flies in Southcast Asia, 'i:

- passes through Laos.”
Laos therefore

. region.

" Laos is therefore a buffer "
+1 state for Thailand and Cam- ‘
.;.bodia against the Communist "y Despite Senator Mike Mans-
" field's statement-. last week |
. that ""We are up to our necks

iz’nggmssors.

i Vietnam.

China and North

i tant North Vietnamese viola-

lies astride .
‘I the interior communications, i=
| such as they are, of the whole '

both is- heightened in that it
affords a direct access for the
Communist powers to Thai-
land. Thailand is the largest-
country and principal Ameri-

- can ally in Southeast Asia.

Even so, there are few mili-

fary or political planners who }

would claim that Laos repre-
sents a vital interest of the
United States. Former Secre-

" tary of State Dean Rusk once

said, “Laos is not worth the

fife of a single Kansas boy.”

in Laos,” the facts hardly

1-""The recason

.gle in Laos are drawing com.': Because, however, of bla-

at pay means nothing more | o - bear out the metaphor.
than that their duties involve -} tions of the 1962 Geneva ac-

! individual hazard on danger- cords, supposedly neutralizing ! . BESIDES O;VERT advisory
{ous business in dangerous i Laos, the country, instead of ! "work with the Royal Laotian
! places. Laos itself is bound ; being a buffer as regards the ; Army and Air Force, our
' to be a dangerous place in a igV:etnamg, is a Communist ; main military involvement is
. war whose guerilla aggres- ' communications zone. . i
- sors proclaim: “The front’ is i- Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail \
! everywhere.”" * . iin epstern Laos, more than {
' . sle. VO L o
. NEITHER FACT ought to'} ‘half a millien North Vietnam- ¢
i be used to try to hang some !"ese soldiers and  countless
. Lkind of credibility gap on Mr. | thousands of tons of supplies .
;4 Nixon, which apparently is . and weapons have marched-
““I'the object of some of the Laos * Fince 1964 through the jungle
{ hand-wringing. There is noth- i to invade South Vietnam. forces put’ together. We sup-
‘,hng in the Constitution which © .Of these, 67,000 Communist | ply and advise the ;
! requires the' President to tell | troops have occupied, and to- | mainly using Special Forces
i all he knows, especially when |'“day are operating, in northern | teams under CIA control, jor
there are good reasons not to. | -and eastern Laos, '

i A thiird cause for alarm —' . ,
the recent Communist recap-  BESIDES ITS strategic lo-
ture of the Plain of Jars from . -eation, Laos, in the cyes of
Hanoi, is part of the old

the Ladlian government—has 'L !
‘to some extent been defused French Indochina which was
Ho Chi Minh's ‘goal to_com-

{ by the :
! munize.

selves, :
i~ Prince Souphanouvong (the " Laos, in other words,  con-
.| Pathet Lao “Red Prince™) - stitutes the hinterland
; has apparently signaled to his *, of North Vietnam. '
i half - brother, Laos Premicr's, Significantly, Dien Bien
: Souvanna Phouma, that the " Phu, the crucial battle of the
recent offcnsive was a “politi-» + French Indochina War, was
“eal” attack intended .to lay‘ fought for control of a route
favorable groundwork for in=: " between Laos and North Viet-
ternal negotiations, rather . nam. .
than a North Victnamese esca-; © For all the foregoing rea- |
* Jation of the war. . ’ {1 sons, Laos, remote, sleepy,

" The main reasons why Laos' | politically unstable, in some

blood enemies of the North

Minh before them.
Under Gen. Vang

than all the 'regular Laotian

the agency. :

In the air, the U.S. Air
‘Force flics cxtensively over
Laos from Thailand bases, as
do Navy pilots from Tonkin

Communists - Gulf .carriers.. -

them-

crewmen are said to have
been missing from flights
-gver Laos since 1964 ‘

North Vietnamese formations
in Laos. < -
The CIA operates two air

i
N

.clandestine but extensive CIA
support of Neo tribestrien,.

| Vietnamese and of the Viet
Pao, the'-,

Meos have a 36-000-man tribal |
-army that does more’ fighting |'

Its potential importanée to \ munications and airlift to sup-

. port

anti-Communist bands ¢
.and agents and tribesmen ind

' remote mountains and jungle. %

TO TAKE CARE of all the |
foregoing U.S.  activities,
President Nixon states that_“?
we have 1,040 Americans in
_the country. Fulbright says
we are paying over $160 mil--
lion a year for what he char- :
acterizes as “a well fleshed-

ut war.” :

why American
ifivolvement  in

)

——

not a desire to deceive the’ -

public, as Senators Mansfiield, ;-
_Fulbright and  McGovemn,

among others, have charged. 4 . -

The Geneva accords, nego-
tiated b{ President Kennedy |
l'and Nikita Khrushchev ini
(1962, provide for complete
{ military  neutralization
but the Communists did not. i -.

Only when we realized that!
they were keeping thousands
of troops in Laos, in violation
of the accords, did we again’

- in American advisers.
Meos.‘ph ein A can ad)

‘As the Communiist presence
/mounted astronomically, ours .

mer Green Berets hired by’

| goldier in Laos. . :

Nearly 200° U.S. pilots and Until it does, we cannot be . -~

rose modestly to present leve ¢
els, .

acknowledge the presence of .
a single North Vietnamese

the fiirst to admit involvement © .

and thus submit ourselves to = .

Ever since the recent Plain
of Jars defeat, B-53 strikes }
have also been flown against |

"lincs in Laos, Continental Air)
| Services and Air Amoerica.:

world flagellation as & treaty
“breaker. o
Hanoi, of course, is und_er;
no internal pressure to con-’
fesé, and has no public opmxonj;
answer to. -3

" In Hanoi they have no Mes!
Governs or Fulbrights to com<,
“ plicate their war effort. .

i 4 R teimie M

ah o aad e S S
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less. an_important, buffer.and §

this' covert®, . - CL
“war has been kept secret is {7

of 4t
“Laos. We complied faithfully,! .

But today, Hanoi will not B
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U S B I d l' 1- " (One of the stopovers, been fortified by the help &;ﬁed:lg}hﬂlrs of soldiers
- ' ! that amuses him Is Dis- - he has obtained for them serted,
e ac (e ao lani neyland.) {rom the Americans. Alr  Yang Pan is trying to

; _estahlish a defensive line
The Americans give drops of rice and other on high ground south and

. : | ~ essentlals to Meos fighting :
enera corne " Vang Pao's army—both his l’_"m'__a,q need be —reireat- ‘,Weﬁ" of the Plain of Jars.
‘ . regulars and guerrillas — ‘,.‘{ln;z fr{;mhthe| C?mmunists :;?;t‘!lch};a;lf ;1:1 00 ’}1 “I?e
' ‘ "' the latest equipment and | have high priority. Bire ome 75 miles
. ‘ " in bou:\tih?l puantlis:q , The doughty chieflain's .through jazzed mountain
er rmy ea er " Most of the re '\‘]h“ now ‘econcern for- his peo le : country. Even by l.aotian
) . have M-163 gthe s, [seems genuine. With hig; War standards, his posi. |-
: BY JACK FOISIE . Army's best rifle. > | guerrillas . supported by; tJons are believed to .be .
o Times $hatt writer' © b ATV S RS - the Central  Intelligence;thinly heid. '
L , H , " Vang Pao, being no dip- - N Despite Amcrican pres-’
i . VIENTIANE—One, of . the many. Jomat, returns the chur- v -Agency and his regulars  gure, no rezinnal comman-
_problems worrying ‘the, American’ Jish attitude of his fellow * " by the U.S. Army and Air {der has yet bren persuad-
_mission in Laos is that It is heavily. generals in full measure.. yoree, Vang Pao fights on ed that he should allow
supporting a general who isde- He sometimes rejccls a ' . % 8 .units to be shifted to Vang
gpiscd and distrusted by other Lao: summons to Vientiane for While "Pop" Buell haras- pao's command
_military Jeaders, .. : general staff strategy. ses the U.S. AID mission ~ Each of the other gener-
C The U.S, Arny, in assotiation with: - meetings. |, for more help for the als can claim, with some
the Central Intelligence Agency, js. - Recently the premict, | pefugees. justification, that his sec-
assisting Gen, Vang Pao in northeast, acting upon the urzing of »  mhe T,aotlan establish- tor is also under attack. In
Laos because: ‘the American amt Anp, o ) . ‘
" , d f "7l ment here i more than id th
—That is where the enemy is most arranged for a nee. om0 4 gepfiated with the Ameri- act, there i3 evidence that
+ active. o i -:our oi»f Vanglé’aods ih({;\;*' ' ran generosity toward the enemy is purposely
—An enémy advance from - its - a?ndgznmw:trh avg:’ral;é,'; Yvang Pan. 113 leaders ‘putting light pressure on
" northeast bases threatens both the' 4 d};)et}) thg visit gvlth . warn that at a crucial time government positions in
i royal capital of Luang Prabang, - tth?ame ex lanation he Jin the Laotian war he will all other areas and rogket-
! where “the king lives, and the . ooc il and “fp area inse-" try to form a "Meo nation” ing several Mekong River
.. Mekong River city of Vientiane," cure ’ . "~ in notthern Laos, towns just to keep troops
' where' almost everyone else - in; : i . They helieve that Vang from being transferred to

In this standoffishness
3 fx.government lives, - - e Is abetted by an irasel- ; Pan will abandon his the northeast.

. =—Over the years Vang Pao has" ble American, Seagaf : American friends and join - If military considera-
_ been the general most eager to fight® (Pop) Buelﬁ ‘who sugper. l:the North Vietnamese tions were patamount.

* the Communist foe.. His admirers: yises the distribution of re=- , eause, providing he thinks however, Vang Pao and
; still call him "another Napoleon" = i niesge ssul;’;ntss rzoutth%t::;;'s i he has Hanol's promise to his American backers

Léader of Mountaln People * | of warisplaced refugees ; BT B ey | hight win out in the high

. fThe generals in the other foug . ==most of them Meo and - "ouncils of strategy and -
military ficld commands in Laos do] gther hill tribes, He has g but almost everything betics, With increased
not like Vang Pao because he is notaj k d with V. Pao for oes in Laos, dose U.S. alr support of
. Lao. He is a Meo—a leader of moun- worked W ang rao The uneasy relationship g.a1 1,20 army troops, all
- |: tain people whom the lowland Lao-| nine years and Is regarded  petween Vang Pao and gmmanders appear to. . ;
g lialx‘las look upon] asan (ilnfeﬁor rac:zi. . hy many as "the one <\mer-, . other I.ao generals has pre- fave added capability to
~Lao generals, and the entire. whom 'Vang\ .Pao | psist the enemy.
: aristocracy of this feudal kingdom, ';-?lt?:::ts " : .g : cipated a minor crisls now, ! I';gwever. there Is an-
* are related {o the royal family or .= °°" \ for to stem further enemy | ., " factor involved In
. belong to families that.have fiefs of .. Vang Pan's strength  advances in his region !he reshuffling of troops.
. their -own and pay _only nominal ‘-stems from his leadership . Vang Pao needs more | No commander likes to
: allegiance. "to the government of _of the majority of the Meo, *troops. None of the other | lurn over men to another [

| Promicr Souvanna Phouma, himéelf *gyhongh some fight for  ‘geneial seems willing to : general because then his .

O

*" a royal prince, : ' sls, » 40-. !

" None of them accepts Vang Pao as "‘-"-,'l:,‘j'.',?ﬁm‘,';m:n{rzfalmo; give him any of their payroll declines.

an cqual.but as a "Montagnard, a . 450,000 followers scattered forces; " It is a well-established -
Frerich word used dersively In ep.q,0h the mountains of . ! Many Desertions practice in Laos that the

* Southeast Asia for savage. French- 'woihern - )
" educated themselves, the generals --@::;‘ﬁé{ngx‘aiéa‘g:} .:J:BE 1, Military observers esti- j larger the roster on -pay =
_.consider Vang Pao's French a8  (oq helieve the number ls mate that Vang Pao's re- | day, the richer the general {.

vulgar, which it is. Before he came a ', _ , .
Lao army general, he was a French m‘]'m ‘l?i‘::r'to power has gulars, who may have | pecomes. The general gels) .

, army scrgeant and lcarned the . , ~ once numbered 18,000 are " his cut of the Ameriéar.

+ language in the barracks. - ;:;:s &T:ﬁ;ﬁd h‘:&‘;ﬁg\ down 1o 10,000 or fewer. | provided funds for the !
i Furthermore, the' generals aré. gng the accumulation of a! Combat losses were re- | troops. :

.jealous of the Meo's favored BLItUS ~ pymber of wives to form> TPOrled to be relatively |

with the Americans..On Aocca?lon.! {mportant. alliances. | Jight in recent fighting on

Ya"g Pa"t’“i ""a'."i‘,’w':"‘?:"w:l“g cane . Vang Pao's position_as | [the Plain of Jars, but by

, 4232:?;‘% T Ea tite :;.m%' of the. Meos has | all indications, there.were
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This made Mr. Nixon look | * * * . .,i-jackass. Leary ruins bodies t-ord, it agreed to take him on.’
— pretty bad, and his phrase 3 There’s always 'somebody ,f;and minds with his espousal i +Pay? Don't be ridiculous. For;
{ ) (polishers huddled to find a . 4" qrag his profession . or’ of ‘drugs. Wiley' Is doing all | the first six months Geary:.:
“— | way out. They tried to make *.;.c0"%) 4 bottom - spot‘ . he can to make America a | had to pay five dollars a,
. -out a case that when the Viet 'How rung of public opinion, - .. hation of loafers. Work, Pro-.l week for the privilege ofj
:‘Con'g zunned” down the “Judge Julius Hoffman did it" 'lfcssor Wiley would have you"~ working. For the next six’
j Americans they really | ¢, tne judiclary. Rap Brown '*‘believe, is degrading. Maybe “he'd pay nothing and neither'
R weren’t engaged in ground ' ui4 picown people a great 't he could make waiting forl would the company. In the
4wy | oaction. So, what the heck ‘disseryice when he alleged-‘ wthie welfare check more bear-;' second year he would start at
was it, a strawberry festival i/ Ty- incited to riot and arson.” ,able if he could get the gov- Lszs a week. Now, young
_ﬂ“g got out of hand? ‘. He said that Jf blacks didn’t'{ ernment to supply LSD free [ men, still wet behind the
overnment efforts make | uot what they wanted, they'd | to" the su{oo a year recipl- " ears, begin at $12.000 to .
:t seer;lm a ?"a.rinot a war un= | hurn America down. He ad-- ents ", et ‘4" $15,000. Yet, at Wisconsi'n
that therels infantry in it —.} viged his'listeners to get guns | (ke kT 1-all this was protested. It's
at the loss of hundreds of | and kil all the  whites they. - The stupidity of some pro- l “unimaginable, - but that the -
. aircraft and 600 American l.could Now, a former chemis- ; ' testers is beyond imagining. way. tt.wu. i A e i d 4
‘airmen doesn’t make Laos a ¢ try professor has.joined Tim-, - General 'Electric, a3 do other’ s e
real battleground no matter]“ othy Leary. in ‘smudging the’}’ ~large corporations, send to\é - .
what semanticists say. That's |*,  teaching Image. “campus on recruiting mis-" - W
war, and all the public mfor-i P President Nixon's we]fam. sions. They olfer fine start- |
_mation 'ofﬂcers on the pay-| gcheme guarantees a mini-'| ing pay and glittering: poten-}
roll can't change its complex- {. 1um income of $1600 a year | tials. Scouts sent to the Uni- 4
-lon in the slightest degmc.l for a family of four but re- ! " ‘versity  of . Wisconsin were |
_But.the Palace Guard goofed, ' aquires recipients. to accept.! 1= chased away, bec'ausc under-+
' just as it did with Dwight D. | johe or-job training if they/ Braduaies didn’t approve:
. Eiscnhower. ke wasn't told || aro able to do so. George Wi. | - General Electric's posture on‘
_that the CIA had ordered re- .| le, who gave up pedagogy the war. In any age but this, "
. connaissanite flights over’| t5 hecome director of the Na-‘i :the offer of a fine future, ' . KA
Rluss'a When Jone gf our spy f ‘tional Welfare Rights Orga-_“bigylgmwglg y oYeh beford & } SR
D tont - em g:ti it :}:’ | nization, roars like ‘a lion in ; § - ' S
;gounced it wgsn't tru);. be- : :ggt &?lteh;'gswzzz'z?q‘rq:l?::; LT
l::uiiéh;lﬁﬂ‘,’?n Sé‘;ﬁset“i"’; | .is going to force us to work } . - y o
P {space. Next day Ike had the | 1n order to get welfare, Our' : - ’ '
' J reddest face In Washington, Anterest Is in keeping people i "’ ! ;
. and when his ears burn ed' Bl from accepting menial jobs " - 4
fhea ds were lopped of J ‘ _ ‘or’go through thé revolving 4
pped off, : .doprs of utrainlng program.”.; .
‘* ORI -'.hv-u:l uﬂw“n«d .nna’u‘w—l“‘ﬂ Lot Wik gyl J\h.;’;g '

. g'
o '7 E -r"%“%%’
| . ‘ El'

o Sometimes
.Guard, hard as they try to‘ ,himself -
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the

‘keep presidents guarded
* from bad news and wrong ut-

Palace’’

k

Pa?ace @uard F mled
@n F acts Alb@m Eam

e et s

PRESIDENT
somewhat the |‘
.same. boat, hut efforts will be |

tmade to keep the death of. |-

‘ terances foul up the details. -any other Americans on the -
iMr. Nixon tried to smooth { ground a decp secret. Don
gout strong public reaction to i: Sanche, who reported the ca- »

o

‘who once was supposed to
" teach ‘American youth some- '

_chemistry figures ™ it's bcttcr

._.for a healthy guy to sit on\

oA ~.1u:.l.~ve.~

thing about life as well as: '~

his frances with a-pipe and a1~

STATINTL

atudent had even received has
Nixon found‘t\r IN SHORT. the professorz.r

diploma, would have been

1. considered a mlracle

Half ' a century ago the
great industrial complexes
didn’t comb graduating class-|
“‘es for talent. They waited for, -

+ the air war in Laos by saying
.not one American there had-
been killed in ground action -
by the enemy. Then, a free ;
«lance journalist, Don Sanche,
“revealed that not only 26 ci-
i vilians, but an Army officer, |
.-had suffered fatal ~wounds.

3

‘sualtics, was ordered -out of

i the area. If any otlief Ameri- ¢

can “advisors” “get blasted .
gintca eternity, the government

b will have a c¢hance to do a

{1ittle doctoring on.the news.
- Are you listening, Mr. Vice
Presldent? .

can of beer than'to eafn the | . young men to come to them.!
dollars he, gets.” Mr, Wlley _A friend of mine, Geary Lau-'
, suggests that charity is easi- 1 der, graduated from the engi-
er than sweat and calloused| neering school of the Univer-

‘ . sity of Pennsylvania. He ap-‘

{ ‘hands; that anyone ‘who'd ™" plied for a job with the big-
%T work when he can get by gest construction firm in the

"

X

' ‘withqut it is a long eared ' city, After studying his rec-; J
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Capitol H:II

WASHINGTON,D.C.—’I‘he
! North Vietnamese offensive in

i challenge to President Richard
"Nixon and a test of his
announced new policy of
- lessening U.S. participation in
., Asian wars. '
! This couniry has not been
! wholely under the control of
| its government"very much of
i the time since the 1360 Geneva
¢ accord declared it neutral. The
; Communists have held the
i

. eastern part of the country for
- many, uninterrupted years."
: That is the area which includes -
;. tie Ho Chi Min trail.

But last year a TA
7 organized: and equipped army
helped government forces push
the Reds out of the Plaine des
Jarres, where they had been in-
r:ontrol since 1964 The recent

®

.[__ R .. R R L ..,...*....,._. g o s e ——r
N i

‘Laos may or may not be a‘

P ——

STATINTL

A botfomless plﬂ

North Vietnamese ollensive
“-fetook the. plain; if wilityry
operations continue gnd the
enemy seeks to overthrow the
- goverhment and captund
capital and the rest of éhe
country, Mr. Nixon would be
very much on the spot.
For the war in Laos is part .
of the war in Vietnam. The
sisthree: Presidents preceding Mr..
‘Nixon were aware of this-.and
the late President Eisenhower,
“who would not commit U.S.
soldiers to Vietnam, was ready
to fight to keep the
Communists from taking Laos.
But Congress is nervous over
‘any U.S. involvement in Laos,
fearing it might escalate. -
The President knows the
‘American people are in. no

mood for such a turn of events.

but he also feels he can’t all

T e il T e e R N Rt o Py
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the enemy to take the country, -
which would almost surely

place a stamp of failure on the
* Nixon Doctrine. That is why,
- for the first time, U,8. heavy
bombers went into at.[
« the plain recently.
This prompted a warmng

fcomm Moscow, perhaps’

steovming  from a  fear of
.counter U.S.  escalation.”
Washington meanwhile let it be
haown, even ‘though ‘various,

mewbers of Congress were ]

$peshing out against any U.S.
parbmpatlon in the struggle,”

that il considered the sltuatlon

, very serjous.
Ard it would be almost

impossibi¢ for the President to .
do nothing if the enemy sought

to take over . the country
completely. That is because the
next step . would amost surely

i.be . penetraition of Thailand, -
nahosd border adjoins the - )
(vvesrtm Laotisn border now |

governmel t control. The
{ as no treatv obligations

Thailand, and has bases and

tmen stationed in that country.
Flf the enemy offensive, then,

I continues, and Thailand
. appears to be the ultimate goal,
~Mr. Nixon will be under very
yheavy pressure to react. The
. only question is how and when
“because of the lack ‘of
“enthusiasm in both Congresd’
Zand- anmng the public iq

Sy goneul

PR e..J S ;.ﬁu'._‘ edaii e
.
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CCIA-AID Limk~ 1

Tn Laos ‘Obvious,| =
Pulbright Charges,

: \ . . . ;
' WASHMINGTON, March 11| "AS usual with those who
(AP). —Sen J. W. Fulbright | put their trust in a foe who
}said Wednesday he thinks it | has . an unbroken ‘record of <N
t-is obvious 2 relationship ex- | betrayals,” Bellmon  said,s - .
. ists in Laos between the | “the senator seeks to put the, o
CT e | Agency for International De- | onus on the back not of the‘(
I Velopment and the Central In- | enemy but of the American}
i telligence Agency. .} president.” :
The Arkansas Democrat| A new attack on the admin-} . ] )
' and chairman of the Senate |'istration was delivered by $ .. . - . : .
* Foreign Relations Committee | Sen. Stephen M. Young (D"t - S e ' e .-
cited published reports and | 0.), who asserted Mr. Nixon'st = .o © e et S

r— .

e

the testimofty of a reluetant | statement on Laos last Fri- R Lo
-AID official to support this | day ‘represents a massive | ‘ S
_thesis, Then he added: ~ | effort by officials of the de-y = - .
eI gt is true, it is only | fense establishment. of the!
another sign warning that we | United States to deceive thej
t-are in over our heads.”  American people.”’ I

} PROMISES MEMORANDUM | The question of the relation: / L

e g T T

The AID official, Robert I | ghj < :
' Nooter, agreed to’ supply . the ship beétween AID and the

" committee with a memoran- CIA was .ralsed by Fulbright, A . v

‘ dum on any such relationship’ at.a hearing on Nooter’s nom-; =% . 7 e : T

‘ after stating: “Or guidance ; ination to be assistant AID DS : e .
on these matters does pre-' administrator for Vietnam, L ' ‘ '
clude us from affirming or; He has been deputy assistant
| denying” in public reportsi administrator for the rest ofY

that ATD serves as a front for . Southeast = Asia " includin e
4 the CIA in Laos, ! ' g§

‘ - Laos, .
Fulbright said he is sure, if |  Fulbright asked about &
no relationship exists, that' report that some AID person. .

Nooter would denounce the, nel in remote arcas of Laos ! .

reports. ‘ ' sorve also as forward air con-! - s T
On the Senate floor, moan- ; trollers, X o I
while, Sen. Henry Bellmon; +Tg the best of my knowl-"

(R., Okla.) defended Pres-) edge,” Nooter ied. *
{font Nixows handling of thé s ot true,” replied, “that |

s'mgation i_n Lgxos and Vietnam ' Agked then about AI~D’5"' LN T e
_while delivering a sharp al: relations with Air America | J

tack on criticism last week! ‘ ii f ./
ok o ST e e hon o 4]
- | (D Meiv)(' a_potential 1972| 1A fronts, Nooter said the:! B .
: rival of Mr. Nixon. % two lines perform various & IR O S
‘CUT AND RUN’ 1 gervices for AID, including f{ T E . : AN
Bellmon noted Muskie's call’ transportation of rise to Lao- % . - T
for renewed efforts for negoti-, tan refugees. . o
ations, including a firm U. g, He said, in response to a’%
| withdrawal plan linked to an’ further question, that he be-
"informal  arrangement re-i llcves Air Amcrica is owned’}
garding the withdrawal of! "'by A Taiwan-based corporas ¥ . ‘"
‘North Victnamese forces.” - tion.”" THc added would sup- ¥ -

)

The Oklahoman 'then de-; ply: details to the committee,
| clared, *This is just & prefab- Nooter, 43, is a former St

A ;rzc‘:;tédd cﬁ:uso cut and run - Louls businessman, o . ' B
pp: on our gmg",’,'ﬂﬂl@ahbg“ZPMIUEmZ : CIA-RDP8Q-01601R000700050001-2
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T F ulhmght Proposes
Hﬂl Rebukeon Laos

By Murrey Marder’
4 Wsehington Post Statf Writer

s T———T A0 IS i i L e

Sen. J. W, Fulbright (D-Ark.)
! introduced a resolution yester-
ltda*y challenging the u. of
Armerican armed .forces “in
combat in or over Laos” with-
Vout congressional action.

{ 'The chairman of the Senate
‘Fd‘reign Relations Committee'
nnd several other members of

' Congress pursued thelr’ 6ppo-
isition to U.S. policy in Laos
}dcspite recent statements in
which President Nixon denfed
~ any intention to send ground
#4hecombat troops into Laos and
"sajd there are only 1,040
{ Americans. on the ground in

.Laos.
: “Efforts have been made to
" distinguish between combat
4 , action in the air and combat
. action on the ground,” said
Fulbright but “I submit that
, ‘guch a distinction is specious.”
¢  TFulbright was referring to
+ President Nixon’s first officlal.
' acknowledgement that U.S.
aircraft are engaged in “com-
- bat -air operations” in north-
.“ ern Laos at the request of the
*Lao goyernment, as well as
 ugip aperations” to “interdict”

» stipplies sent down the Ho Chi
i"Minh trails to South Vietnam.

i‘ “The President does not
thave authority . . . nor has
1 Congress given him author-
“to en.
‘gage in combat operations in
:Laos whether on the land, in
“the air or from the sea.

. “Two years ago by an over-
! whelming vote,” sald Ful-

‘b)rlght, “the Senate went on bp,"‘_,l ‘(ud ki i uw,“,;m

‘record stating that a national
{fcommitment to a “forelgn
‘powcr arises only from alfirni

iative action taken by the exce-

. . . The Senate must not re-
imain silent now ' while the
President uses the . armed
‘forces of the United States to
"fight an undeclared- and undis-
closed war in Laos.""’

. What Fulbright proposed is
a “sense of the Senate” resolu-
.tlon, in effect rcbuking the
President for fatlure to com-
' ply with the national commit-
ments resolution.

§utive and legislative branches|

Fulbright’ also .¢lashed ;yes.| |

"terday with a nominee for the

Qfency for Internat,ionl Dcvel-
easeo2f h

; discuss reports that about'halt

iwt the memborl ol the Axp.a

stalf in Laos are actually Cen-
tral Intelligenct Agency men.

At a confirmation hearing
for Robert‘H. Nooter of Mis-
souri to be an assistant admin-!
istrator for AID, in charge of
the Vietnam program, Nooter,
reading from a prepared state-
ment, said:

“We prefer that these mat-
ters should not be discussed—
cither confirmed or denied—-
in public session, »

* Fulbright retorted: “I thlnk,

it is obvious from both the ar-

ticle (a newspaper arucle by

Jack Foisie of the Los Angeles
Times) and your reluctance to
speak that . a relationship
exists . . . otherwise the re-
port. would be denounced as a
gross libel on the integrity of
your agency.”

Sen. Stephen M. Young (D-

Ohio) said the disclosures of}

operations “of .our CIA in
Laos and of our air and
ground forces” are “shocking,”
and “in direct violation of the
national commitments
resolution . . "

An attack from the opposite
direction came from Sen.
Henry Bellmon (R-Okla) who
defended U.S. policy in Vijet-
nam and in Laos. Bellmon ac-
cused Séen, Edmund S. Muskie
(D-Maine.) of advocating in a
National Press Club speech
last week a “cut and run pol-
icy”" in Vietnam. Bellmon said
“the senator .seeks to put the
onus on the Dback not of the
enemy . but on. the ‘American

-

1

AYE

Prelldeny. uwhomcm' he may| “
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( REPEAT PERFORMANCE? . ]

President Nixon, in a major policy

division about Victnam is that many

_scem bent on repeating the same

v

.
i

! now, after continual prodding from.
{ Congressional critics and news reports |

@
v

“'what the government has told them
about our policy. The .American |

GAZETTE & DAILY 1
'1
i

M - 37,175

pere 4
velemiy A

21970

speech last November, said, “I believe
that onc of the reasons for the deep

Amecricans have lost confidence in

people cannot and should not be
asked .to support a policy which
involves the overriding issues of war
and peace unless they know the truth
about that policy.” . :

This is the kind of logic which
should, but doesn’t, govern the
Administration’s flow of information,-
not only in regard to Vietnam, but to
neighboring Laos as well where we

pattern of mistakes, operating under |
the same lack of government and

military candor, that led us into the |

Vietnam mecss. o

The President has paid lip service to
full public disclosure, but his practice
has been quite the opposite. It is only

& :
filed from within Laos, that the

Approved For-Release '2001/03/04 :”CIA-RDP80.-01 601
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subject, off limits in military jargon to
. the press, who were also refused
permission to visit the Americantun

1" bases in Laos.

~ Finally, a reporter for.the New
York Times took a fiftcen mile hike
- through the forests of Laos with some.
other newsmen and wrote a first hand
report on an airport operation there:
involving the CIA,.U.S, planes and
.supplies. And there ‘are American’
ground forces in Laos too, most of’
them ex-Green berets, hired on CIA!
~contract to ‘‘advise” and “train”™’
Laotian troops. In truth, they are’
temporary CIA personnel no longer.
connected with their army ‘units, a’

| subterfuge which the U.S. employed

to say it had no soldiers fighting in

Laos. : ' ~

" If there’s any merit to the truism
that those who don’t profit from their:
mistakes are doomed to repeat them,

we have only to look at what’s going
on in Laos, where the same kind of

pattern we saw in Victnam is now.
- being unveiled next-door — where we:
are becoming invelved in the internal’
military affairs of a foreign country,
fraught with the danger that'

STATINTL

| American public is beginning to get-
'_true wind of what has been going on
. in Laos. ) '
.+ Until this weck, for cxample, we
i were not told that American military
| ground forces have been killed during
?.grattles in Laos; we have not yet been |,
: told the full truth as to the number of
. American fliers who might have lost
.. their lives in air missions over Laos;
b we have not been told how much
* money we have poured into Laos,
+ what this money has purchased in
" terms of equipment, manpower and; . o
opcrations; and above all - what for?_§ S ‘ v
Now for the first time, the U.S.% : o ‘
" military command in Saigon indicates,,
- a reluctant willingness to discuss the |
extent of America’s military
~involvement in and over Laos;,
heretofore, it was_an unmentionable s -

Washington will involve the American 1

| people in another illegal, ill-ad‘viscd‘:J

war, ' : T

| Let’s not allow those who would

repeat the. past ntistakes of Vietnam|

o get away with' it a 'secql}d_f;-t'i;mé L | .

laround in Laos.

e e ot e it i i £ 85 e A in e s 2
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N 1X0n s Statement On Laos}\

Does It Reaﬂy Lead m All?

Suddenly, President Nixon sounds like:;
2 president who never heard the sad story
of Lyndon B. Johnson.

Suddenly, ancther: bemghted piece of
Asian real estate seems to be moving him -
“ to utter a familiar kind of double talk: No .
- Americans die in Laotian combat; one or
two or 10 or 20 simply fall “victim to .
hostile action, - -

Then, there are varlatxons on tired
themes about troubles inherited from past -
| administrations, about wanting no wider
war, about the other side doing what it’s

doing ...
And suddenly, there seems good reason
| for the country to get a sick feeling in its
¢ collective stomach. It’s as though someone
' said, “Here we go again.”

‘Nixon, we aren’t going again. The {rip we .
, took in Vietnam was too recent and: too -
| . bitter to be repeated. any time soon. .
. Americans won't- be conned now by -
frank” presidential nppraisals that have .

"to be promptly and embarrassmgly clarx-
fied in hair-splitting explanations by lower-;

‘-.rankmg White House. spokesmen. . i

The sick feeling generated by the le-
on statement on Laos is not a matter of |
fearmg that Presxdeut—leon is leading us:
. into another Vietnam, next dodt in Laos:,
- What the statement generates are doubts
that the President is leading anywhere.

‘Where is the new era? Where "are ‘the

‘new directions proclaimed in' the ' Presi-

dent’s “New Strategy For Peace?” Is there*

_~no Nixonian ‘approach ‘to Laos except
"" shopworn games played by. the CIA —.

games whose danger . is: dxmmxshed""ﬁnly
because a general call to wade in patriotic

- "gore in Laos would be - re]ected by the
+ '~ American - people?
.= Happily for the nation and for Mr. ah

At the moment,. Laos blds to be: a dxf-
ferent order of tragedy from the one that
Lyndon Johnson led us-into. But unless

: President Nixon can come up with some-’

‘thing better than his Key Biscayne state-
- ment:on Laos, it will be tragic nonetheles .-j-d

st Sk e i, w\m....umn P, Sl i ol 5 £ g i e
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I~By Keyes Beech 1

.- Daily News Foreign Service

——

i, ., strike by 160 American “bush
pnlots" that would have para-’

; lyzed the war effort in Laos has "

; vbeen averted.

James A, Cunningham Jr. '
base manager for Air Amer-;.
{"ica, better known as the “CIA ',

: airline,” said Wednesday “the’.

l tompany and the pilots
"reached ugreement on a con-
tract four days ago in Japan.

Last month when the pilots |
threatened to strike, U.S. Am-
- bassador- G. McMurtrie Godley
ewarned that he would hring in
,U.S. Air Force planes, and pi-
,lots if they did.

: The alternative was a “col-

:lapse of U.S. logistics' support’
‘for' Laotian army forces. -

{7 CUNNINGHAM SAID the pi-
‘lots, many of whom average
‘about $25,000 a year, agreed to
continue all “essential’’ oper-
-ations pending aettlpment of
the dispute.

= Air America and its smaller
compentor in Laos, Continen-
tal’ Airlines, operate under a
$6-million-a-year U.S. govern-
ment ‘contract. The lion's share

: or this goes to Air America. -

All but a few Air America pi-
1ots are former Alr Force,
‘Navy and Marine Corps fliers.
A few are World War I pﬂots
now ln their 605. : .

AlR AMERICA ik m off-

e AT an.,.\.n..u&'ua.r »Mrmu‘..'.‘ Inmimr'wtﬁuu'd.'

[EYRYIEY
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¢ VIENTIANE -- A threatened A

| spring of Civil Air- Transport,

.| leans, including tive helicopter

CHINA

NORTH

) lovemd VIET NAM{. A

-1

\ THANAND

founded by the late Gen, Claigy’
Chennault, of Flying Tiger
fame. in China more than 20
years ago.

Air "America pxlots in Laos

fly a “cat-and-dog” operation |-

‘that includes hauling every-
thing from pots and pans to'
refguees, 'guns and ammuni-'
tion,

Last month two C-lSOs evac-
uated more than 15,000 refu-

'gees from the Plain of Jars in
six  days, flying 20-minute
shuttle runs between the plain
and 'Vientiane.” This happened
as North Vletnamese forces re.
captured the plain from Lao-
tian government troops,

None of the pilos - is slgned
up for combat, but this doesn't
mean that they don't get ‘shot

‘ lots is that -they make any- | .
" -where from 20 to 40 landings in’

- ‘and- temperatures, especially |

.| said .the pay ‘Is the major in-.

crashes that had nothmv to do
+ with enemy action, But one’
med-wing aircraft pilot was
" shot through the head wmle in i
his seat, K

“What bugs most of the pi-

the course of a day — and eath
- one is a thrill,” one pilot said..
- “Some of the strips where they

* land are no bigger than a car-] '
_‘rier deck.” .

! Treacherous air cmrent‘,

/m mourtainous rnortheastern
Laos, area bigger hazard than
occasional enemy fire,

A FORMER marine pilot.

.centive for most of the pilots. -
“But practically all of these

Canyon or Terry and the Pi-

%ﬁmke @ﬁ U @ ewﬂmn *, -

H pﬂ@ﬂ;e in Le@e eveﬂed

e

guys have a streak of Steve|

rates ip them or they wouldn't

family men. THei¥ ¢hildren go
to school like kids back in the
States.”

Recoomtlon of their umon.
the Far East Pilots Assn., as]
bargainmg agents was a key
issue in the dispute between!
the fliers and the company..

lots throughout the Far East,
Including South Vietpam, Okl-
nawa and ‘Japan.

"~ ONE PILOT said the pewly
negotiated contract - not only

at. ‘Since October, 1968, . Alr
Amerlca has lost .eight Amer-

.crewmen., Some. died in air |

pay but included such fringe

.surance, - home leave,

be out here. Many’of them are/

Air America employs 451 pi-}.

gave the pilots in Laos better] o

benefits as medical and lif2 in-] -

sick|
- wjeave, a’ senlorny system and’
1school tultion for. their, chil--
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- Laos calmen face of
Red moves

i me gt

P - By Daniel Southerland - 6

Spectal correspondentof ¢ ; to
The Chrwhan Science Monitor :

Vlentlaue, Laol

[

'I'he s]ecpy atmosphere in thns Lao Gove..
ernment capital makes one wonder why the
rest of the world xs makmg such a {uss
i about Laos.: .

It was on a Saturday that the ‘Plain of
Jars fell. The Prime Minister was playing
bridge. The Defense Ministry was closed
for the weekend and no one stirred there
except some iennis p]aye_ra. ce 0

The commander in chief of the Roya! Lao
Army was seen in a sport shirt and slacks
‘relaxing with friends;, . - . .-

Asked about this apparent lack of con-'
cern, an American diplomat remarked that
the Laos have been through so many crises
in the past 20 years they have leamed to
take them in stride, /-, :: - .

There are, however, a number ot :reasonl
for concern:: - TR

® The Commumst forces. mostly North .
Nietnamese regulars much feared by the .
. Lao, have already pushed to the point they .

' reached only by June of last year in. the
- course of their annual offensive.

Although estimates of the number of

North Vietnamese troops in Laos vary

" widely from 45,000 to President Nixon’s

figure of 67,000, most sources, agree there
has been another Communist buildup since
_last fall, with a new North Vietnamese
dmsxon coming into the picture, .-

® The North Vietnamese troops are des
cribed as well-equipped, and Lao (Govern-
ment officials say they have brought heavier
*artillery pieces with them this time.

® The wealher also favors the Com-
munists. Last year the Communists had 1o '
slog through June rain and mud to take
,Muong Soui on the weslern cdge of the
-Plain of Jars. In this yeag's offensive, they
took it toward the end of i‘cbx ‘uary, without
‘a fight — and with more than two months
,of good dry weather yet to go.

® The North Vietnamese troops are des.
-cribed as well-equipped, and Lao Govern-
ment ofﬁclals gay they have brought heavier
_artillery pieces with them this time, N

® The weather also favors the Come
munists. Last year the - Communists had to
slog through June rain and mud to take.
Muong Soui on the western edge of the
Plain of Jars. In this yea;\s offensive, they:
took it toward the end of Fecbruary, without
a fight — and with more than two months

of good dry weather yet to go. ST

The Communist troops move more casily
in dry weather and ! J‘nql is now getting
thicker and rising to g: <.t heights, thus proe’
viding a proteclive cover against American
fighter-bomber strikes.

“We had ne idea they would get that far.;
that fast,” said one United States official *
after -the lightly defended Muong Soui aire
field was abandoned.

If the Communists stop. where they are ,
now. however, there will not be much cause .¢,
‘for concern,

By taking the Plain of Jars, they merely"l

recovered territory they had previously held
for flve .years,
‘The Lao .Government forces never in<

tended.to make a strong stand either on the .

plain or at Muong Soul, and this helps ac-
count for the light casunlues they received
during their recent retreats.

The American B-52 raids near the Plain
of Jars— the first in' Laos oulside the Ho
Chi Minh Trail arca—were intended as a
warning to the Noith Vietnamese, not as
an attempt to stop their advance across the
. plain, according to informed sourcecs in
Sairon.

1" sThe decision to use the B-52's. was taken by

President Nixon after military authorities had write *

{fen off the Plain of Jars,” sald one source.

“The idea was to hit them with the B- 52's as a°

.warning before they committed themselves irre-

‘. ® The Communist forces, mostfy North 'for further attacks,” he said. )
. There are indications, however, that the Commu-

" Vietnamese - regulars .much feared by the
~.Lao, have already pushed to the point they nists might ignore the warning,

"“yocably to using the Plain of Jars as a springboard

reached only by June of last year in the ‘moment is that they are regrouping and moving
|supphes up to the western edge of the Plain of Jars :

" course of their annual offensive.

- Although estimates of the number of'in order to prepare for the s

* North Vietnamese troops in Laos vary offensive.

The evidence at the .

eeond phnse of their .

widely from 45,000 to President Nixon’s " .If the Communists are determlned edvanee,‘
figure of 67,000, most sources agree there American bombing, including further B-53 strikes, .
_has been another Communist buildup since . can slow them, butnot lwp them. Onb trymen ¢
last fall, with a new North Vletnnmeu mdothlt. ’ S e e ;
division coming .into the . s
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Citizen's Housing and Planning Couneclil;
Mr, Carlson is an cconomist for F, W,
Dodge Co. They explain thelr strategy of
cross-commitment in an intriguing essny
in the Public Interest—winter 1068,

Cross-commitment is the policy of de-
siening two proprams which atm at dif-
ferent gonls, but which interact in such
a way that each promotes the achleve-
ment of the other program's goal,

Mr, Starr and Mr. Carlson want to
combine a clean waters progiram with an
attack on poverty. This is how it would
work in a program to eliminate combined
sewer systems tn major cities.

Combined scwer systems are systems
that unite storm and sanitary sewers

Jnto a sinple system. Heavy rains often

cause discharpe of consliderable raw sew-
are In water that Is not processed by a
treatment plant. Thus we could cut down
on water pollution in and around citles
if we could separate combined sewer sys-
tems into scparate storm and sanitary
systems.

This would be a clear environmental
blessing to everyone. It would cost a great
deal and Mr. Starr and Mr. Carlson

‘ argue that this cost could be n blessing

in disguise. They penetrate the disguise

. with an argument I will explain.

‘they are making ix v~

It is common now to separate sani-
tary and storm sewers in new subdivi-

sions. But it might cost $30 billion to:

separate them in older urban areas.
Sample estimates are that it would cost
$160 per resident In Washington, D.C.;
$215 in Milwaukee; and $280 in Concord,
N.H.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Carlson look upon

-this expense as a possible instance of

crosscommitment between the wars
against poverty and potlution. They
speak somewhat jokingly about “the eco-
nomic beauty of sewers" but the point -
“~rinus and what-
they say deserves ui:iin rt length:
Of all the major types of construction

- activity, the one that requires one of the

highest proportions of unskilled labor is the
placement of sewage lines. Labor Department
studies indicate that common laborers ac-

count for over 40 percent of all on-site man- -

hours involved in the construction of sew-
age lines. And on-site wages normally ac-
count for between one-fifth and one-fourth

of the dollar value of a typical sewage-line’
- contract. Adjusting for the fact that wage

rates pald to laborers would be somewhat

modest $30 billlon expense of complete sep-
arntion of sanitary and storm sewers would

below the average for all employees on ti
job, the declsion to undertake only the .

result In direct wage payments of around
$2.5 billlon to unskilled taborers, At an -
sumed annual wage of 86,000, thia could
generate half a milllon man-years of em=
ployment, That's enough to providoe jobs of
one year's duration for three-fourths of ail
males In the nation who are currently un-
employed for five weeks or more,

The point is: Aside from the tremendous
benefits that such an undertaking would
have in improving the nation’s water re-
sources, It could also be a formidable tool
in any program bent on eradicating poverty.

Roughly twenty-five cents of every dollar’

spent on sewer lines or treatment plants
goes for direct wage payments, But, more
important, almost half of these wages o to
unskilled. or semi-skilled employees, If
putting people to work and the value of the
work experience is recognized as a n

fArst step in acquiring job skills, then L

- of airmen and destruction

STATINTL

March 1PPPEPYed For Relesise 2014 r SOrBRP8RPHPR 1R00

penditures for construction In this area,
coupled with nn active recrultment program
of the un«¥!'"~: + .~mployed, 18 & very efll-
olont mrp: C g
work in n rciruivaly short space of time,

Mr, President, I feel compelled to add
that while this material is used for the
sake of illustrating the idea of cross-com=-
mitment, I must say personally that the
one statement that $30 billion would be
a. modest expense somewhat cools me
ofl as o mecmber of thir Committce on
Appropriations, But it ;< - {lustrates one
thing In this entire cnviconmental prob-
lem and that is that we are not. .going
to solve these problems without spendlng
n lot of money.

Mr. President, whether Mr. Stalr and
Mr. Carlson are correct on this particu-
lar matter 1s a question that could only:
be settled by extensive and intensive in-
vestigation., But one thing is clear.

Their idea of cross-commitment is in-
genious and intelligent. It should be
_examined by all of us as we prepare to

embark on large-scale expenditures lor.

_environment improvement,

Our resources are limited. Our taxes
are high, Our neceds are many, Thus, if
we can kill two birds with one stone—by
attacking two problems or even more
than two problems with one appropria-
tion—we should do so.

Further, as wa seek ways to implement
the strategy of ¢ross-commitment we will
be alert to the existence of hidden en-
vironment policies, as well as to hidden
policies in poverty, transportation, and
many otherareas. -

Actually, we are already prepared to
do this. The Cabinet Committee on the
Environment, created in 1969, is coordi=
nating departmental activities affecting
the environment. This group should help

us to be aware of hidden environment -

policies.
This will encoulage clear thjnklng

‘about - environment problems and will

enable us to get maximum mileage trom
our resources..

TRANSACTION OF ROUTINE
MORNING BUSINESS .

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

_bore. Under the previous order the Sen- .

ate. will proceed now to the considera«
tion of routine morning business, .

VIETNAM REPORT

Mr, YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President,
* Americans should know that from Janu-
ary 1961 to March 1, 1090, in North Vict-
nam, South Vieinam, and Lnos approxi-
matcly 3,200 Amcerican warplanes have
becen destroyed and that during this
same Leriod more than 3,500 Am‘erlcan
helicopters have been destroyed. |
Most of these were shot down by enemy
action in and over South Vietnam. Some
were destroyed on the ground by mortar
fire. In the course of the bombing of
North Vietnam many of our planes were
.destroyed by enemy fire before President

Johnson stopped bombing north of the .

17th parallel.
The results of our bombing targets in
" North Vietnam did not justify the losses
of our plmel.

1

s lot of pcople to.

53431

This, particularly in view of meager dam-
age done by our bombing. American tax-
payers should know that the averapge cost
of every alrplane destroyed was $2 million
and the average cost of every helicopter
was $250,000.

This total destruction exceeds $7.275
billion.

Recently in Laos newsmen who eluded
our CIA opcratives and walked nearly 10
miles through jungle tralls observed
American fighting men wearing clvillan

clothes. Even more important, they wit--

nessed our B-52's flying from bases’in
Laos at 1-minute intervals, 8ince 1965
our bombers In Laos have hurled a great-
er tonnage of bombs than were hurled on

. North Vietnam throughout the entire pe-

riod we were bombing north of the 17th
parallel. It is estimated that our gigantic
B-52's have not only homhed the Ho Chli
Minh Trail in Laos which extends from
North Vietnam along the border of Cam-
bodla and Laos, but we have bombed
areas in Laos more than 200 miles dis-
tant from the Ho Chi Minh Trail. On
these bombing missions which are said to

approximate 6,000, our casualties, mostly

in airmen killed and missing in combat,
are more than 400. In addition approxi-
mately 300 have becen wounded in Laos.
In October 1965 when I was in that un-
derdeveloped country for nearly 10 days
our warplanes were disguised. In 1962
and in previous years we had guaranteed
the neutrality of Laos. Regardless of that,
when I was in every area of this under-
developed country for several days in
1968 traveling by helicopter throughout

the entire length and breadth of Laos I -
observed then that our warplanes were ~

“no longer disguised as I had observed in

1965. We had violated an agreement to
‘maintain Laos as a neutral country in
1985, so we disguised our planes at that
time, However, we were openly interven-

ing in a civil war in that unhappy in- -
hospitable land. Furthermore, literally -
-hundreds of CIA operatives were all over -
the place, calling the shots and conduct- .

ing the war that we were waging.

Y ——

ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN N.
MITCHELL'S PROPOSAL OUTRA-
GEOUS AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President, on -
reading the first page of the Washing-

ton Post of March 10, I was astonished
to learn that John N. Mitchell, the At-

torney General of the United States,

stated ‘that he would ask Congress to

permit courts to order finperprints, voice
prints, blood tests, and other ldentifi-
cation checks of suspects even before
they are formally accused of any offense.,

No doubt the Attorney General of the
United States was a very skilled lawyer,
but his specialty as a partner in the law
firm of Nixon, Mudge, Rose, Guthrie,
Alexander, and Mitchell, up until the

time of hils appointment as Attorney °
. General, was passing on the merits of
. municipal bonds and tax-exempt bonds. -

It is evident to me, as former chief
prosecuting attorney of Cuyahoga

" County, Ohio, and as a lawyer who prac-

ticed law for more than 40 years in the
.oourts of Ohio, the US. courts, and the

_oourts ‘of neighboring Btates, that At-
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The Senate met at 9:30 o'clock a.m,
and was called to order by Hon, JAMES
B. ALLEN, f Scnator from the Siate of
Alabama.

The Chaplain, the Rcverend Edward
L. R. Elson, D.D., offered the following
prayer:

O Thou, who hast been our dwelling
place i all generations, hielp us to treat
this world as our Father's house wherein
Thy family dwells, Deliver us from fear
of making this earth our home. 7::ve us

" wisdom this dny and every day to create

" . of the Senate today.

a dwelling where all may come and go
with equity and justice. Help us so to
order our lives that this Nation and the
whole world may be an ghode fit for Thy
children to dwell in safety and in peace.
Let goodness and mercy abide with us
here that we may abide with Thee for-
ever.
In Thy holy name we pray. Amen.

DESIGNATION OF ACTING PRESI-
DENT PRO TEMPORE

" The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clerk
"will read a communication to the Senate, -

The assistant legislative clerkk read
the following letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORYS,
Washington, D.C., March 11, 1970.
To the Senate:
Being temporarily absent from the Senate,
I appoint Hon. JamEs B, ALLEN, a Senator
from the State of Alabama, to perform the
duties of the Chalr during my absence,
Riciarp B, RUSBSELE,
President pro tempore,

Mr. ALLEN thereupon took the chalr

- a8 Acting President pro tempore.

THE JOURNAL .
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask

"unanimous consent that the reading of .

the Journal of the proceedings of Tues-
day, March 10, 1970, be dispensed with,

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is s0 ordered.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS DURING
SENATE SESSION

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all committees
be authorized to meet during the session

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem=

pore. Without objection, it is so ordered,

ORDER FOR ADJOUF,NMENT TO .
TOMORROW AT 10 AM.

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. President, I ask-
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, 1 stand
in adjournment until 10 o'clock tomor«
row moming. .

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro teme

pore. Without objection, it is 8o ordered, -

"‘Approved For Release 2A001IO3I%4|.ACI:|ﬁﬁDP8O-O16
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S L T A
ORDER FOR RECOGNITION OF SBEN-
ATOR SCHWEI] Eg Eb%[dngow
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, President, I ask
unanimoys consent that tomorrow, im-
mediately after the prayer, the distin-
guished Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.

SCHWEIKER) be recognized for not to
exceed 30 minutes.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

.The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- .
pore. In accordance with the previous
order, the Benator from Ohjo (Mr, -
Youna) is recognized for not to exceed

§ minutes,

1.8. BECRET WAR IN LAOS MUST
END

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President,
President Nixon ended a long adminis-
tration silence about Laos last Friday by
announcing that the United States has
1,040 ground forces in Laos, has lost 400
planes there, and has suffered approxi-
mately 300 casualties. That statement is,
at best, a very conservative estimate of
our involvement in Laos, At worst, it rep-
resents a massive effort by officials of
the Defense Establishment of the United
States to deceive the American people.
That deception must not be allowed to
continue, It is most unfortunate that
President Nixon is escalating and ex-
panding our involvement in a civil war in
Vietnam by intensifying our fighting on

“the ground in Laos and bombing arens

in Laos, sometimes 200 miles, and more,
from the Ho Chi Minh trail. The Patheb

Lao, seeking national liberation in Laos, * helicopters shot down over Laos or de- .

.

shifted—as have some of our ground
forces—across the border into Laos.
Much of our recent bombing has been
in the Plain of Jars, in areas more than
200 miles away from the Ho Chi Minh
Trall. Therefore, that hombing could
have nothing to do with Infiltration from
North Vietham. .
In October 1065'T spent approximately

10 days In Laos, and again in 1968 I was

in every area of Laos, traveling to many |
places by helicopter in that landlocked
country. By the way, Laos was the most
underdeveloped country I have bheen in,
and I have been in a great many. Laos is
not worth the life of even one American

* youngster. I had learned from previous

visits in Laos and Vietnam that they
have 8 way of directing so-called VIP's
over certain areas. I learned in a short
tifme to get away from escort officers, say
I was looking for Ohio GI's, and get on
my own, With my eyes open, and with a
lot of energy throughout the day, and
sometimes at night, I tried my best to get

away from the restrictions and from the .
travel programs stipulated by the top

brass in Saigon. Less than 2 weeks ago,

three American newspapermen did the .

same thing as I did, on a much larger
scale. They walked 8 miles through
the jungle without informing anyone of

- their intention and reached an aiifield

staffed by a small army of American sol-
diers dressed as civilians, They observed
U.S. B-52 planes taking off from this

pirfield at the rate of one per minute -

loaded with tons of bombs. :
Mr. President, the United States has
lost more than 400 alrplanes and many

have been fighting for 20 years, first stroyed on the ground by Pathet Lao

against the French seeking to maintain ' fire. Many airmen have been killed or

their lush Indo-Chinese empire and now
against the American CIA and air an

ground forces waging a wat of aggression >

re missing—some, no doubt, being held
as prisoners of war. -
The intervention of this country into

seeking to continue thé policies of the _the civil war in Laos, a civil war which

French in violation of thé Geneva agiee-
ment, which we approved, to neutralize
Laos as a neutral barrier nation.

President Nixon has announced that

“he is withdrawing combat troops from

Vietham on the basis of a secret time-
table, Whatever may be the President's,
plan—and that plan is still his secret—
our withdrawal has clearly been too slow,
Now it is obvious that even our gradual
disengagement is not a reality. What is
really happening is a reengagement in
}..aos with new titles and different uni-
orms.

At present we are waging an air war
on a tremendous scale in Laos, U.S, .
planes, including B-62's, are currently
hurling more than 16,000 tons of bombs
& month onto Laos. Without doubt, our
bombing of North Vietnam, which con=
slderably exceeded the bombing in World -
War I in both the Pacific and Euro-

pean areas, has not ceased as we had

been told, That bombing has simply.been

. S

has continued for more than 20 years,
has been achieved without any congres-
sional authority whatever. The discred-
ited Tonkin Gulf Resolution of 1864 gives
no authority to pursue military adven-
tures not directly related to the war in

Vietnam: our bombing of northern and : '

central Laos clearly has no relation to
the Vietnam conflict.

In fact, U.S. military activity in Laos
is in direct violation of the National
Commitments Resolution which requires

specific congressional approval for every .

new engagement of American troops
abroad. It is also contrary to the recent

amendment to the defense appropria- ~
tion bill prohibiting use of funds for U.S, -
ground combat troops in Laos or Thai- -

land.

" President Nixon attempted to make our
conduct of thie war in Laos as much a
seoret as_his plan for ending the war
in Vietnam, which he told about while

» candidate for President. He tried to ™
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—The North
Vietnamese offensive in Laos may or
may not be a challenge tq President
Richard Nixon and a test of his an-
ounced new  policy of lessening
U.S. participation in Asian.wars.

"'This country has not been wholely
under the control of its govermment
very much of the time since the 1960
Geneva accord declared it meutral.
The Communists have held the east-
ern part of the counltry for many,
uninterrupted years. 'That. is -the
area which mcludes the Ho Chi
Ming trail, - '

But last yem' a CIA ‘srganized and

equipped army hém'eu-govemmem
forces’ pusih the ourt of the

T Ria e ke o s.j..f"‘a .;.».M-.A"&ﬂhuu-td'
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Plaine des Jarres, where they had
been In control since 1964, 'The
recent North Vietnamese. qffensive
vetook dhe plain; if military opera-
tions continue and the enemy secks
to overthrow the -government and
capture the capital and the rest of
the country Mr, Nixon would be
very much on the spot.

For the war in Laos is part of the
war In Vietnam. The three 'Presi-
dents preceding Mr. Nixon were
aware of this and the late President
Eisenhower, who would not com-
mit U.8! soldiers to Vietnam, was
ready to fight to keep the Commun-
ists from: taking Laos. But Congress
is nervous over any U.S.\involve-
ment in Laos, fearing It mdghft es-
calate.

The President knows the Ameri-
can people are in mo mood for such
a turn of events but he also’fecls he
can't allow the enemy to take the
country, which would almost surely
place -a stamp of fallure on the
Nixon Doctrine. That. is why, for
the. first time, U.S, heavy bombers
lwem .‘-nto ac'hion over ﬁhe plain

' NEWS REPORT FROM WASHINGTON

recefntly.

This promp&ed a warning from
Moscow, perhaps stemming from a
fear of counter U.S. escalation.
Washington meanwhile let it be
known, even though various mem-
bers of Congress were speaking out
against any U.S. participation in the

| struggle, 1Jha:t it considered the situa-

tion very' serious,

And it would be almost impossible
for the President to do nothing if
the enemy sought to take over the
country completely. This is because
the next step would almost surely be
penetration of Thailand, whose bor-
der adjoins the western Laotian bor-
der now under government control.

The U.S. has no treaty obligations

with Laos but does with Thailand,
and has bases and men stationed -in

that: country, If the enemy offens- |’

sive, then, condinues, and Thailand
appears to be the ultimate goal, Mr.
Nixon will be under very heavy

pressure to react. The only ques-|

tion iz how and when, begause of
the lack: of enthusiasm in both Con-
gress and among the publie in gen-
m»-;‘::vj ‘.’v,. . g '
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¥ - Credibility on Laos

I;‘ollow;ng an embarrassing slip when !

“it decided to “‘set forth the record” on
Laos last week, the White House has or-
dered all casualties in the air and on the.
ground in Laos will be listed separately

tain had dxed in ",host.xle action,” net.'
“ground combiat operanons » '
' The thte House further disclosed

‘also in “"hostile action.’ The ring of can-

from Vietnam war casualties, Thats a ~.dor first. sounded by the Nixonreport

step in the right direction.

But does this really prove what Press
Secretary Ronald Ziegler says it proves
—an ‘intention to keep the American
people fully inforrned"?

Last week in his report, President
Nixon gave what he described as “a
precise descriptmn of our current ac-
tivities in Laos." '

It contamed the much discussed

' was swallowed up in, the thud ‘of these

\\\\\

revelations.

The *precise descnpuon,” moreaover,
sheds no light on news dispatches about
Central Intelligence Agency operatives
working under the cover of the Agency
for International Development. (Stories’
like that are not likely to help AID much
~around the world, are they?) -~

Nor, as Senator Symington reminds

statement that *“no American ‘stationed '1'us, has the Government revealed any-
in Laos has ever been killed in:ground wnthing but the barest total of air casuals

combat operations.” A press report of
Captain Joseph Bush’s death in combat
promptly came to light. Mr. Nixon, it
turned out, had not known about that.
“The blunder was compounded by a
White House spokesman, in a semantic

, twist, attempting to show that the cap:

ties, a much larger ﬁgure than for those
on the ground.
It would seem, then. that there is a

- way to go officially in *fully iriforming”

" the American people on Laos under that’

"reservation “consistent with national se-_

L e A..ﬂ_‘,.f_-. et T A
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Vici Omes”gave Hanoi ﬁ'ee Laos hand . i

CANBERRA — With the fall of

i Muong Soui to the North Vietnamese

,forccs in Laos, the only real question

. now is how far Hanoi wants to push its,

- offensive,

i
t

|

L

_ they thought that
* they were capable

" North Vietnamese
- regulars
. price battles.

Gen. Vang Pao's clandestine force of
gucrrillas was at its lowest ebb when,
by a stroke of good fortune and great
daring, the Mco
leader took the ini-
tiative on the Plain
of Jars last year.

That victory Y
there raised the .¢
morale of his men
to the point where

of taking on the

in set-

WARNER

Suddenly, the task

« of the American Green Berets and the
- fClAwas. 0ot to encourage them to

fight but to restrain them from de~

stroying themselves by attempting an .

xmpossmle defense against the advanc-
" ing North Vietnamese divisions.

Vang Pao reluctantly agreed but

" only after extracting promises of
- American air support, which he and .

. other Laotian leaders hoped would’

stop the North Vietnamese in their
tracks when they reached open coun-

try on the Plain of Jars, The Ameri- -

cans knew better, but if they wanted
to keep Vang Pao intact and still with

Vietnamese lincs of communicdtion,
there was nothing else they could do
but try.

Now they have tried. It seems cer-.

sualties on the norﬂwrnerl and equal-

some capability to harass the North

tain that they have inflicted heavy ca- _

. Vientiane roads.

capable of stopping two North Vietna-. .

ly certain that they have delayed their

advance, But they have not succecded
in holding the Plain of Jars, or Muong
‘Soui, where the Royal Lao Air Force

had a close support base, and there is
now nothing to stop a quick advance
to the junction of the Luang Prabang-

- In fact, there is nothing in Laos

“mese divisions from going almost any-

where they want., North Vietnam did
not launch the current offensive until
it ‘had made sure that the land and

‘water: .communications ' within Laos

. were no longer safe for the use of
. government forces or supporters.

The Royal Lao Army, as distinct

. from Gen, Vang Pao's guerrillas, it

“stretched quite thin in the preserva-

"a couple of companics of Lao troops

" freely used by those who want to sup--

- Thai government forces in the north--

tion of security In and immediately
beyond the towns in the Mekong Val-
ley. Its reserves are few and canuot -

. be expanded without adding to the

risks for towns like Pakse which came
under mortar and rocket attack early
in February.

In all the arca west of Luang’
Prabang, for example, there are only

and a guerrilla base. Most of the coun-
try adjoining the Thai border here is

ply the puerrillas engaged with the:

ern provinces of Thailand.

" a return to the conicrence table would”

" uation and the reports.are no doubt '

" United' States, which alone posscsses

BY DENIS WARNER

As things stand now, no effective
‘action is likely, or conceivable, to re- -
verse the situation in Laos, or even to -
"restore assurances of its neutrality.
The 1962 Gencva Agreement was not
worth the paper it was written on and

be as fruitless now as it was then.
The Thai forces are frequently ac- -
‘cused of meddling in the Laotian sit- -

. accurate enough; but the Thais are
also becoming extended by the still
. low-level but now quite widespread in-
surgency in their own country. .

SEATO is a dead duck, and the

the means, is not going to bum its
fingers by intervening in Laos beyond
" the present level of its CIA, Green

Beret and air support.
.This is the reality of the situation !
‘and it is as obvious 1o those in control !
¥

The area south and west of Pakse 1s
also of great concern to Bangkok. A
mixed
Pathet Lao, Thai and Red Khmer has'!
-taken posscssion of the stretch of Lao- |

tian territory to the west of the!
.- Mekong, with -the obvious intention’ of) -
" increasing insurgency action in eust
'm‘n'l‘hailand et 4

force of North Vietnamese,'®@ .

mﬁami as it ;5 to. President Nixon,
r AV "'.i h“ R nhnnM
S
u‘:
"
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; By WILLIAM K. WYANT JR.

i; A Washington Correspondent of
1 tho Post-Dispatch

. WASHINGTON, March 11 —

{1 Senator J. William Fulbright
. (Dem.), ~ Arkansas, questioned
Robert H. Nooter of St. Louis

9' today about reports that the.

. American cconomic assistance
mission in Laos was being uscd
' as a front for the Central In-
i telligence Agency.

Nooter appeared before Ful-
bright's Foreign Relations Com-

R N IR T

Senate confirmation as the
Agency for International Devel-

"“—'—*."E:’-"!" E

“tor for Vietnam,

. He #as asked by Fulbright
.to comment on a news.story

¥ Washington Post.

[ Communist enemy.
1 Nooter would not comment,’
“ He explained that his instrucs
L tions were that -questions re-
. lating to the intelligence com-
N . )mumty were not to be con-
' e firmed or denied in a public
L.sessu:m but ‘could be gone into

! at a closed session of the com-

£ mittee.
“There are enough problems

front” for the CIA, Fulbright
said. 'The 'Arkansas - Senator
. said one of his objectives was
to try to keep Laos from de-

‘J

" “by osmosis.”

TR R

i him in Vietnam but since }968

uhe has been AID's deputy as-

. . ] % sistant administrator for East
' v 'Asia with duties relating to
i economic assistance in Laos,

B
et

st K Indonesia and Thailand.
e t ' Los Angeles Report
e K Persisting, .
' é Nooter whether it was tfue, as
j reported in a news story in the

) ' 1Los Angeles Times, that intelli--

§gence agents posing as foreign

1 trollers for aircraft.

“To the best of my knowl-
edge. that is not true,’" Nootét
replied. He said he had been to’

Approved Fdf%@fe‘&%g 'ﬁba“f?tfﬁfézfo & 4

- On AID, CIA In Laos b

“persons and had cncountcrcd ‘ j S
n

- Jersey, Nooter said the Ameris;

mittece as a preliminary to his -

opment's assistant admlmstra-

that appeared in -yesterday's’
It reported .
gr that the AID mission in Laos-
i was being used as a cover for .

CIA agents engaged in clan-.

Sah ternat .I :
i destine operations. against the ernational effort to help stabil

" tion is inevitable in that kind
& with AID without it being a -

¥ velopmp into another Vietnam |

! Nooter’'s new post involves .

t South Korea, the Philippines, -
i " CIA story had .been untrue

Fulbright, asked.
_other sign that we are in over o

“chief critic of the Vietnam war.
aid personnel in Laos had at .
times served as ground- cons.
- exchange with Fulbright waz In} v

P
N VX TRT TN CR SR

ST .
YTy S YO T (71

nothmg to support the allcga-
tion in the ncws story. AN ] y o : .

Fulbright said that in his ex-‘ Cor T o L
perience with the situation in1 <o S -
Southeast Asia’ he had found
that newspaper men have been: gl
much more accurate than thb
Government.” :

- In response to other qucsuons L )
4fr0m Fulbright , and . Sepatort . .. 777 . : "
Clifford - P, Case (Rep.),- New = - I . :

can economic assistance pro- ' 7

gram for Laos totaled about, . °
$50,000,000 in fiscal ~1970. He
_gaid AID had about 350 em-; .
ployes in Laos, a country of’ C
3,000,000 persons.

The American funds for’ Laos”
the St. Louisan explamed are
.used for economic - develop-
‘ment, agriculture projects,:
health measures and. relief fors - 0
war, refugees, as well as for, <% .0
Amerlcan participation in an in-’

lze the .Laotian economy, .

‘Nooter sald the International’
Fund to which the United
-States contrlbutes 70 per cent!
and Japan, Britain, France and, g
Australia lesser amounts, Tuns:
at a level of about $23,000,000.! . .
It is used to finance the coun-.
try’s import requirements. E

When Fulbright said corrup-

of program, Nooter said the
Agency for International Des’
velopment had tried to cantrol
.«import programs of the type
used in Laos and Vietnam as.
much -as possible, -

- Promises Statement:
T know it is difficult,” Ful-
bright said. Nooter agreed to
supply - the- committee with a
written - statement for private
consumption on the CIA ques-
Jtion. |

Fulbright mslsted that if tho

Nooter would have denounced
it as such.
“If it 1s true, it 1s only an-

our heads,” said Fulbright, a

The. reception given Nooter
at the hearing was friendly. His
8 quiet, convergational tone, )
Fulbright' - indicated . that, hej S . ot
would go into tha CIA-Laos re-}. . o

_R000'700050001 -2
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More Light on Laos

J The public is beginning to learn more -

‘about United States military activities
1and involvements in Laos, and that is a
: most desirable development,
i The more the people know about this
%situation, the less likelihood there will be
'of creeping escalation which might lead
* to another Vietnam quagmire, o
. Despite secrecy by the military, the
State Department and the Cegtral Intel-
ligepea, Agency, American news corre-
spondents in recent weeks -managed to
ireport enough facts. so-thdt the Nixon
{ Administration was persuaded to adopt
"a more candid and forthright attitude on
{ public information.
! The President's statement from his
Key Biscayne headquarters eliminated
;some of the governmental hypocrisy
“which for so long had shielded Laos ma-
neuverings from public scrutiny. His re-

port is subject to differing inlerpreta-

tions, but at least it went part way in
giving Americans information they are
_entitled to have, E :
It also leaves numerous questions un-
‘answered. Nixon said, "We have no
plans for introducing combat forces into
+Laos.!" He said it is his goal ""to reduce
"American involvement in Laos.” But on
i the other hand he stated that "the levels
jof our assistance have risen in Tresponse

ito the growth of North Vietnamese com- -

. bat activities." .

: Does this mean that further expan-
-slon of North Vietnam activities will
.bring on more American escalation?
‘And if so, to what extent? There are no

:“'present plans"” for American combat

iforces (although U.S. war planes are
flying 400 sorties a day into ‘Laos) but
:what about future use of combat and

‘supportive forces? The President has-

. left these matters deliberately vague.

Meanwhile, the Adminisiration has

invited the Soviet Union to cooperate in
seeking to calm down the Laos situation,

something Moscow may or may not he .

inclined to do. The. Communist Pathet

PN NN

/kao, leadesship, has put out a vague pro-

STATINTL
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posal for negotiations with the neutralist
Laos government headed by Souvanna
Phouma. The Pathet Lao is headed by
Phouma's half brother. Possibly some:
results may come from this interchange,;
no one knows, ‘ o
- The fact is that the United Siates is
caught in a bind in Laos; North Vietnam,
has the manpower to take more Laos
territory if it desires, which could lead
to a threat against Thailand. Or Hanoi
could keep up its pressure for the purs .
pose of pushing its demands for a neu-
tralist government in South Vietnam. |
Nixon inherited this situation from
-past American administrations. As far
back as December 31, 1960, then Presi:
dent Eisenhower said, "We cannot let
Laos fall to the Communists even if we
have to fight." President Kennedy in
1961 added: 'Laos is far away from
America, but the world is small . . . The
security of all Southeast Asia will be en-
dangered if Laos loses its.neutral inde,
pendence.'* . i
. The American public's views ahout -
how far the United States can or should
go in trying to decide what Asians do in.
that part of the world and how they set-
tle their quarrels 2mong themselves
have changed since 1960 and 1961, Ideas
of American omnipotence and infallibili-
ty have changed. . :
Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansi
field gave recognition to this in his pro-
posal that the United States now limit its
military activities in Laos to policing the
Ho Chi Minh trail by bomber interdic-
tion of supplies going into South Viety
nam. That would definitely downgrade
/ the Plain of Jars operations. . -
This suggests that what happens in
the rest of Laos, away from the Ho Chj
Minh trail, should no longer be consid-
ered a life and death matter of Ameriy
can policy. A decision on this issue has
not been announced by the Nixon Admin- *
istration.” But it is.a decision which ma
“have to be made, regardless of the politi
t.;gl'idiffigyltigs‘h}.volsy_‘egyi v

we FEaha ke s 1530 2535
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Are the North Vietnamese showing signs
of wanting peace in Vietnam and Laos? .
'I’he:r latest moves in this- direction could -
be just another propaganda effort, but *
;there. is enough substance to suggest that

‘ing S :
e o @ o
: *THE OFFER TO CALL a halt to the

H@m@a $ @ﬁ?@ﬂ"s '5‘@ 5#@@ Frgﬁw"mg
Ew Laos and Vietnam E Em@w@gmg

'a major peace effort could be in the mak-'’

it suggests the North Vietnamese might ", l

. -have allowed DeLuce’s visit so they could
present a true ceasefire plan,
. e »® -]
IT MIGHT BE SAID that such a pro-
posal could have been made at the Paris . '

\

'.". talks, but Hanoi might have felt it would - .

. lose face if it made such an important pro-

}ﬂghtmg in Laos has been given consider- - ' without a. top-level replacement for Henry

.. able publicity, and the Laotian government
appears to be anxious-to do most anythmg

.‘Cabot Lodge. o

.~ ™If the United States will agree to car- ';-
. Ty out such a withdrawal, discussions can ;

.. »be held and a date agreed on for comple- "

tronable, with the (IA offering combat * " tion of the withdrawal,” DeLuce quoted a:

support without congressional approval or *
‘the public's knowledge.
also extended our South Vietnamese forces -
'to provide aid combat assistance. -

:More important, but less publicized, is.;

.the report from Daniel DeLuce, of the As-' © .
%socxated Press, that the North Vretnamese - ; fide, it would suggest that Hanol has rec- .’
, told him they were willing to agree to a

| ceasefire in Vietnam, if we would make
i1public a total troop withdrawal plan. -

Normally, this- might be considered: an- i

;other of ‘many . similar proposals that -alv..
:ways seem to have strings attached. ¢ But .

thw one appears 80, simple hnd dlrect thnr .

“'Hanol spokesmian as saying.
Now we have _.'-'-

“Conditions will be assured that all for- y
« ‘elgn troops will be.able to leave South '

v "-_Vnetnam in perfect safety and wnthout

harm.” - |
Assuming that the two' offers are bona

ognized that we are not giving up easily in -

either country and that they xmght do bet-

J . o'o"‘ X g
'THE OPPORTUNITY appears to.be

L
-

el ot

1

I

Ca
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‘fposal in Paris, after it has refused to talk ‘?

.

5
4
i
W

'( o
1
3

there for us to explolt,; and hopefuuy we'
will.do ' /

_;.-':i "
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- By STAN CARTER
L~ Washington, March 10

- (NEWS Burean)--The State
State Department gave a
".cautlouq blessing today to
:peace talks between Prince
i Souvanna Phouma, the neu-
v tralist premier of Laos, and
- his Communist half- brdther,
".Prince Souphanouvong. -

Rut officials made clear that
the United States would not
agree to any Laojian settlement
that did not include withdrawnal
" of the estimated 67,000 North
Vietnamese troops in the country.

The petagon disclosed these ad-
_ditional bits of information about
{.American activitier in Laos:

@ Although Luos has not been

designated a combat zone, Amer-
‘i_jcan military personnel stationed

--r __‘_\_,W—. RO N,

mguémrou
Approved For Release 2005585 1A-RDP
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'U.S. Blesses Laos Peace Feeler With an [f

5nont|l1 i{\ggt}:oatlle fire pay " since | receive certain - hazandous duty nists in Laos. It is an open ueret
an

) Capt Jiseph K. Bush Jr an |

nssistant army attache who was
killed in n fight with North-Viet-

‘namese soldiers in Laos on Ieb.

10, 1969, was posthumously a-
wmded Uhe Silver Star for gal-'

Inntry in nction but, awarding of* -
_the citation was not made public?
f

at the time,

® On the night of ‘Feb;: 17 18.
there was a <B-b2 -raid agamat

|| concentrations of North Vletnnm-

ege troops and supplies in the
Piain of Jars in Laos, Previously,{
B-52 raids on Lnos have- been:
centered on the Ho Chi Minh
trail, nea rthe Vietnam border

In addition to the “hostile fire”

“for the 228" military perwnnel;

now in Laos, Pentagon represen-,
tative’ Jerry W. Friedheim' said: i
‘{_ eam also informed that, State;

“have n mceivinc $65_a

Depaﬁment personnel. _L._Llon N

benefits.” - {im Laos, that agents posing a
These benefite prenumnbly also | Avembers of the U.S, Civilian Auf
arve pald to several hindred CIA-] Mission's rural development divie;
sgents- engaged -fn clandestine | vion recruit and tea pro-gvv
owrsﬁse.-..emmm sh%mm!... ernment rwrﬂhh it g i

et - L]
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T he i.acs cquaem

President Nixon has been caughtina =~ Mr Nmon is sha 4l n.|e¢ i his
squeeze in Laos, and ‘the squeeze, rath- 1oom for patitical- maneuvel‘ in Luos,
er than easing as a. consegience of hlS - He has pledged po mdomng of the war
Inng statement last week on Laos, may -in Southeast Asia. He faces an aroused
in fact be tightened. ‘ Congl ess which demands to know the

- The Defense Department contributed  whole truth abowt Laos and the evi-
- to the pressure by failing to tell the  dence is thai noi even Mr, Nixon knows
President the -truth about Laos. M. the whole trutly. Furthermore, Mr, Nix-
Nixon said, on Friday, that no member-  on hus usked Russia and Britain to help
of the U.S. military forces had heen * reslore the 1962 Geneva Agreement on
killed in ground fighting in Laos when Laos which hans all forcigp soldiers,

in fact there had been such a dealh from Laotian goil.
more than a year ago. The United States is in viclation of

If Mr. Nixon has been uninformed  that agreement, as is North Viemnani.
ahout Laos it is time he remedied that -~ which has 67,000 troops in Laos. It is
Ismmuon He could begin by matching .- possible that.Russia could respond (o
what responsible reporters have bccn)j; "Mr. Nixon's requesi by- demanding the.
‘/ writing about the U.S. involvement in’ ',*Umtcd States show its good Iaith by

Laos—especially about the military ad-: - getting out of Laos completely, It is not
likely-that Russia would make such a’
demand of North * Vietriam. “Hanal:
might " (um to: - Ru%u ‘xiv,al Red,
-China, 1or suppnrt Lo,

“The Laos arfmr isa al.\’Cf'G and éar Iy~
fest of ML Nx\on s'declared low-profile
forelgn- ‘policy: He'can meet that test by
gettmg alr 1he mfamnatxon that it is his-
right-to" have from the De sfense Depart.
!ment ‘and - pre-empting that depart:’

have unveiled a “peace plan” for’Laos.. 7 ment's- self-assumed . prevog gative for

The plan. ealls for immediate* with~ tcllmg only what it wants tQ (ell—even’
drawal of the United States from Laos. = to a President, ' e
and Thailand, the formation of a coali- “:. So long as. the Defense Depmtmem"

tion government:and the eventual elec- - 'fails to. teil what is going on, so jong as’

tion of a neutralist government, Hanoi """ the CIA can'do the same’ thing, both, \/
has been pushing similar.demands for Card in effect nmkmg U.S. foreign pol-
South Vietnam which the Umted States j 1cy——and thut ls;not the funcuon uf ety
has rcfused to accept in part 2 thcr tLos o . . R

visers on the,scene,. the CIA financing
and operation of a native'a¥iiy and its;
operation of "two, ‘airlines=—with’ wha
the Defense Departmont has to'say
The sight of an‘ American Pxesmcnt..
embarrassed before the world’ bocaus
.0t a’lack of information 1s dcmcamng
- The indigenous Communists. of. L'ws,__
‘the Pathet Lao, have ‘put anothes
‘squeeze on Mr. Nixon. The Bathet-Lao

m,
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and interaction between people in North
and South America, Afterall;! under-
standing comes from « knowing -aboud
problems and attempling to resolvo
them.

One of the Important prosrams in
which Alabamians particivt the
Pariners of the Allance Firo . v Ala-
bama is one of 40 States joincd fix a cltl-
zen-to-citizen program now operating in
17 Latin American countries, It is logi-
cal that people in Alabama are playing
an important role in the partners be-
cnuse of out ncarness to Central and
South America.

Last May, {n 8alt Lake City, Utah, del-
erates to the fourth inter-American
conference of the Partners of the Alll-
ance sclected Guatemala as the site for
their next conference to be held in No-
vember of this year. We are especially
happy with this sclection because of the
fact Alabama is joined in a strong part-
nership program with Guatemala. Nu-
merous small projects have been imple-
mented because of the involvement of
Alabama citizens in the partnership with
Guatemala. Sclf-help is the key to the
partners program snd the people of Ala-

- bama have shown a willingness to re-
spond to self-help on the part of their
partners. Theusands of ties are being
established throughout the hemisphere
under this program, It is therefore one
of the more important efforts in estab-
lishing better relations and understand-
ing among the peoples of the Americas.,
Iast month, two outstanding citizens
from Guatemala visited Alabama, to dis-
cuss plans for the partners conference
to be held later this year in Guatemala.
“The visitors were Sra. Mariflor de Solis
and Hector Sanchez-Latour who spoke to
service organizations in the State.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that an article from the Birming-

_ ham News relating to the visitors and the
plans for the partners conference be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the Rxconp,
as follows:

! PARTNERS ProcrAM Is PEOPLE—BRINGE TO
BeTTER UNDERSTANDING

(By Pat McGuire)

i} “Help your brother across, and you will
- find that your own boat has reached fthe
shore.”

This old Hindu proverb, read by Mrs,
Elizabeth Horne, president of the Quota Club
of Birmingham, exemplified the spirit of the
program president at a Joint mecting of
women's service clubs hosted by the Quota
Club Monday at the Downtown Club.

Alabama’s participation in the Paftners of
the Alllance program was discussed by John

[
i

.. W. Bloomer, managing editor of The Blrm-

ingham News and member of the Alabama
executive committee of the Guatemala-Ala~
bama Partners of the Alllance,

“Alabama is on the doorstep of Central
*and South America,” Bloomer said, “We are
bullding a stronger, more effective bridge
with the Latin American countries through

- the Partners program than through any big
government program, This concept involves
pecple, and the more people involved, the
more understanding there ia."”

About 40 states are involved in the pro-
gram, assoclated in a partner relationship
with 40 Latin republics or sub-divisions,
Committees of individual citizens are cur«
sently carrying out bemeficial projects in
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education, public health, business and coms« .

merco and agriculture,

Bloomer told of vislting a Guatemalan
farmer who hod raiscd and cddeated five
chitdren, and of his pride  hia children,
“This man started out a3 »r literate porter
and ended up a8 presldent of a 100-man farm
cooperative, but the biggest thing was hls

pride in his children and their futures. In

him I saw tho same thing that I would see in
o farmer in Alabama. Rir*™6 there is the story
of Guatemsala and he = - ean help. The
best thing about the propcam 1s that be-
cnuse of people in Alabnma, people in Gunte-
mala can have a better life,”

Introducing Scnora Mariflor Solls, secres
tary genetnl, IPedorntfon of Partners of the
Alliance for Centr. < <rriga and Panpmn,
Bloomer sald, “The Goenoeeotte mudo
an effective organt tyoatavan possis
ble." .

“1 felt from th° heginning there was o
certain aMnity for Alabama In Guatemnla,”
Benora Solls sald, “and now it has developed
into a love aflalr,” ‘

Scnora Solis feels very strongly about the
people to people concept. “This is a pro-
gram which I would call an investment in
human relations. We are extremely fortu-

‘nate in having you as a partner, We hope

sincercly that we can return what you have
invested in us.”

A community development program in
Guatemala was cited by Senora Solls as an
example of the help Alabama has glven In
teaching the people varlous aspeets of pub-
Jie health, agriculture and home economice.

She mentioncd the possibility of a teain °

from Samford University working in Guate-
mala for a six-week period. :

Hector Sanchez-Latour, president of the
Guatemala Partners organization, was intro-
duced by Senora Solis as "one of the finest
minds in our eountry.” - .

Sanchez-Latour Issued «n fnvitation to the
women at the meeting to be present at Fifth
Inter-American Conference of the Partners
of the Alllance to be held in Guatemala
Nov. 9-12, "We would like to have a hundred

Alabamtans there!” he snid, The confcrence

18 being organized by the Guatemala-Ala-

‘hbama Partners of the Alliance.

Five service groups were represonted &
the meeting, including Altrusa, Pllot, Sorop-
timist, Zonta and the sponsoring Quota Club.
A project of the Quota Club has been the
Guatemala Partners’ booth at the Interna-
tlonal Fair.

U.8. INVOLYtMENT IN LAOS

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Jersey. Mr.,
President, the situation in Laos is be-
coming more serious every day. It has
become clear that the United States is

involved in an escalating military oper-"
ation there and, furthermore, that our °

involvement has been concealed from the
American people. To some degree it is still
being concealed, President Nixon, while
proclaiming his desire to disengage
American fighting men from conflicts in
Asia, has increascd our military opera-
tions in Laos. :

I wish I could state with some certainty-

precisely what that involvement . now
consists of. Unfortunately, because of the
President’s policy of secrecy, I cannot

" do 80. Neither the American people nor
the Congress have had sufficient expla--

nation of the extent of this country’s in-
volvement in Laos.

The President’s ' much heralded state-

ment on the subject last Friday did very

lttle to improve that situation, To make

matters worse, the authenticity of what
the Preeident. did say was very quickly

, 1970

thrown Into doubt by revelations re-
garding Amerlcans killed in Laos which
have piven to Mr. Nixon his own credi-
bility rap. The President’s latest release R
of information about U.8. casualtics in .
Laos Is no more than what should have

been done all along.

Most of what we know about what is
happening in Laos comes from reporters
on the scene. They have reported Amer-
ican planes flylng combat missions at
the rate of more than 200 a day in direct
support of Royal Laotian combat troops. -
They hav: rcported American soldiers
who were mustered out of the Army so
they could go on thie CIA payroll ns nd- -
visers to Laotian troops. They have re-
ported an entire army, independent of
the Lao Government, which was recruft-
ed, trained, and equipped by the United
States. And they have reported that
Presidént Nixon himself approved bomb- ,
ing raids by American B-52's on the '
Plain of Jars.

Last July, and again in November, Mr.
Nixon declared his intention to disengage
the United States from the war in Viet-
nam and to keep our fighting men out of

-

P

future confiicts of that nature. His ac-

tions with regard to Laos cast doubt on
just how he is going about avoiding any
new Vietnam-type involvements.

T am afraid that the United States
-1ands today in Laos precisely where we
stood 5 years ago in Vietnam. The rhet- -
oric we hear today bears a frightening
resemblance to the rhetoric which pre- .
ceded the tragic escalation of U.S. in-
volvement it . nuth Vietnam.

Mr. Mixieo iames “previous adminise
trations” for our presence in Laos but
fails to recognize that it is folly to let =
the policies of the past dictate our future,

He says we increased our combat air -
operntions in Laos only when the North .
Vietnamese Increased their aggression. ‘o
But the President forgets that this was -
the saome argument used to justify ine
creasing our role in Vietnam, -

The President justifies our involve-
ment in Laos by saying the Laotian Gov-
ernment asked for our help. This, of B
course, was the same reason we were s
given for escalating American involve-
ment in Vietnam. But at least Vietnam
was 8 signatory to the SEATO agree-
ment, providing some framework for our
response. Laos has specifically avoided
sny such mutual defense pacts. -

The 1962 Geneva agreement on Laotian
independence, which the United States
was a party to, prohibits foreign mili-’
tary intervention in Laos, The President
now says we are justified in violating .

that agreement because North Vietnam
hes done so. That argument falls of its
own weight; it is like saying two wrongs . .-
make a right. ]
»

And President Nixon plays on semantic
niceties to hide the fact that American
military men are fighting and dying in

Laos. N
The similarities to the things our Gov- .
emment said and did in Vietnam are . -
appalling. Already we are reading re- )
ports of bewildered, homecless refugees
pouring into Vientiane as they flee from
bombing raids by U.S. planes. Refugees
have .been pouring ‘into Saigon for §
years, many of them for the zame reason.
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ning. In fact, ns smoke is reduced through
higher temperntures of combustion, the pro-
duction of oxides of nitrogon 18 increased.
The technology must bo developed.

We haven’t even cleaned up normal jet
engines and now we are going to have the
SST. Not only is this multi-billion dollar
alrplane being subsidized by the takpayers
with the profit to go largely Into private
hands, not only are sclentists concerned
about the noise pollution it will cause, but
now it also turns out the scientists fear that
the exhaust pollution it creates will never
dissipate. It wlll fly at a high level where

the atmosphere 15 basically stable. Tho effect,

some think, will be that its exhaust emis-
sions will gencrate great expanses of clouds
which will remain there indefinitely, reduc~

ing markedly the sunlight reaching the sur-.

face of the earth.

And conslder this: The President, for
fiscal 1071, has asked for $276 million for the
SST—and only $106 milllon for the Air
Pollution Control Administration,

Solid Waste Pollution.—We create trash—
cans, bottles, paper, and so forth--faster

than we can dispose of it, and we are run~
"into the kingdom of Laos foreign troops *or

ning out of safe places to put it. We need

- to find innovative ways to recapture our
solid waste. We must also demand that
packagers stop making virtually indestructi-
ble containers and come up with ones that
are easlly and cheaply disposed of.

The Administration position on this prob-
lem last year was interesting, to say the
least. Secretary Robert Finch of HEW testi-
fled about the critical nature of the prob-
lem during hearings on bipartisan legisla-
tion which would move toward recovery,
recycling and reuse of the resources which
today the nation burns, buries or dumps, He
made an eloquent presentation of the scope
of the problem. Then he flatly opposed
spending the money required to implement
the solutlons, :

In his message President Nixon also waxed
eloquent on this problem, but he did not
ask either for the mnecessary funds or
legislation to deal with it. Instead, he sug-
gested further study.

In Great Britain, a much poorer nation
per capita than we, the citizenry decided a

- few years ago that 1t was tired of pollution
and began paying the price of cleaning up
its air. That price has been very dear to the
average Britain, But it is paying dividends.

Now, while thick fog still rolls over London -

from the ocean, 1t no longer combines with
air pollution to become the kind of killer
smog for which that great city had hecome
notorious.

There had been no flsh in the Thames
river for over a century. But the British went
to work here, too, and by 1968 some 40 dif-
ferent specles had come back,

. It has been done in America, as well. Last
year in the qu Jersey Air Quality Region,
where a great’ phalanx of chemlical plants
1s situated, emissions of oxides of sulfur—
the sulfur content of fuel—were down a full
50% from what they were in 1968, before
there were regulations,

We can have clean air and clean water.
This mighty technology of ours can produce

7. pollution abatement in the same way it

produced pollution,

What used to be lacking was the national
will to do it, Now the will Is present, and
the public 1s willing to pay for 1t. And that
means that both government and private
purse strings must be lcosed—now.

THE LAOTIAN SITUATION

Mr. GRIFFIN, Mr. President, recently

. the Senator from Arizona (Mr. (JOoLp=-
’ ‘WATER) delivered a perceptive, illuniinat-

ing speech on the floor of the Senato
concerning the situation in Laos. His

speech was largely overlooked by the

aarci ABPIRYRA For Relegsg 2004493104 RIARRRELAIRAIR00070

-North Vietnam, Britain and France as well.

" have listened to some of my colleagues bérate

"~ Thalland? The Communists, whether they be

STATINTL

And he recalled for the senators tha! ()
1862 13-nation deoclaration on the noutrality
of Lnos was signed by Russia, Red China and
North Vietnam as well a8 by the United
States,

Goldwater’s words were overdue, for it has
appeared from the remarks of some sena-
tors that they thought the United States,

press at the time it was given. However,
on March 5 the Omaha World-Herald
carried a news ‘story and an editorial
and I ask unanimous consent that they
be printed in the Recorb, ‘

There being no objection the items
were ordered to be printed in the Recorbp,

as follows: on its lo«wni v;zs trylng to get another major
; . d, Mar. b ‘war going in Laos,

[From the omah”igg]”d Heral BB Sen. Mathias has warned, for example, that

™ A L “overy American escalation has been met

GOLDWATER T?I[";‘gw':‘gﬂ BOUT LAOS by a North Vietnamese escalation” in Laos.

Thot is the kind of intellectually dishonest
blame-shifting that liberal politiclans have
been practicing for years in regard to the
fighting in Vietnam,

Now Mathias appears to be trying to in-
stitute more of 1t in regard to Laos, talking
about American “escalation” when it is per-
fectly clear that the Communist offensive
across the Plain of Jars and beyond was the
first step In the current intensification of
the fighting.

Sen, Cooper has repeatedly described the
fighting In Laos as “an internal war,” re-
calling the attempts to pass off the conflict
In South Vietnam as a “clvil war” rather
than a war of aggression launched by North
Vietnam.

If it is sirictly a Laotian war, as Cooper
seems to imply, what are those 50,000 North
‘Vietnamese doing there? Or would Sen,
Cooper,” like Hanol, simply deny thelr ex-
istence? -

Sen. Mike Mansfleld has commented criti-
cally on the “dectded enlargement of the
number of sorties flown over Laos" by Ameri~
oan warplanes, He did not comment, how-
ever, on the fact that the number of air
strikes 1s in proportion to the increased ef-
forts by the North Vietnamese and Pathet
Lao guerrillas to take over Laos or signifi- -
.cant parts of it.

Sen. Gore has sald that “our activity in
Laos is in viclation of the Geneva agree-
ments.” He has not bothered to mention who
first violated the agreements, or the magng-
tude of the Communist violations,

Sald Goldwater:

“I would hope that in the future that-
when senators or members of the press de-
clde-to ascribe all the trouble in Laos to the
United States, that they .point the finger
&t Russia, Red China and North Vietnam
and ask the question, what are you doing
upsetting the neutrality of Iaos.'*

We think that statement puts the Laotian
situation in a clearer and much more hon-
est perspective than some of the critical

- essessments made by other senators,

- Lojos seems unlikely to become another
Vietnam militarily, bust it easily could be-
come one politleally aere at home, if the
concerned senators are not more careful to
acknowledge the truth of Communist ag-

Congressional critics of the United States
position in Laos, as well as Bome of the eastern
press, have not been telling “the whole truth’
about the situstion, says Sen. Barry Gold-
water, R—-Ariz, )

Goldwater fs suggesting that thoy read
the 1962 13-nation declaration on the neu-
trallty of Laos, signers of which Included the
United States and Russia, and Red Chins,

Goldwater pointed to & key phrase in the
declaration:
“They (the signatories) will not introduce

military personnel in any form whatsoever,
nor will they in any way facilitate or connive
at the introduction of any foreign troops or
military personnel.”
It was the Comunists who breached that
agreement, the Arizona senator said.
-REDS RESPONSIBLE h

It was the Communists who breached that’
across Laos, using it as a supply route for its
troops in Vietnam, Goldwater pointed out.

No American ground forces are in Laos,
Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird has
said, but U.8, planes have operated there to
try to cut off the supplies going across Laos
bound for Vietnam and Red forces there.

“Lately,” Goldwater told the Senate, “I

the United States for supposed activities in-
Laos and have read similar stories in the
New York Times and Washington Post,

“I have kept wondering when some of that

-group would come out with the whole truth.”
UNITED STATES NOT CULPRIT :

Goldwater said he hadn’t seen that whole
truth “so far.”

He sald both Russla and Red China
“pledged themselves to respect the neutral-
ity of Laos.”

“Now, he asked, “who is causing the trou-
ble in Laos and, as long as we are at it, the
trouble in South Vietham and northwest

Russian, North Vietnamese, or Red Chinese,
The United States is not the culprit . . .
So I would hope that in the future that when
Senators or members of the press decide to
ascribe all the trouble in Laos to the United

States (that they point the finger at Russia, g;gisrié)&g’l and balance their criticisms
Red China and North Vietnam and ask the y.
question, what are you doing upsetting the T ——————.
neutrality of Laos?”’ : OIL
Goldwater introduced in the Congressional IMPOI?'I:II;SRIEXTSECURITY

Record the complete declaration of Laotian
neutrelity as adopted by the 13 po;wers July,

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. Presj
23, 1062, r. President, the

Department of Defense offlcial who is in

charge of making sure that our Armed

Forces have enough oil said yesterday

_tHat ofl imports are no threat to our na-
onal security.

This statement by Barry J. Shillito,

ssistant Secretary of Defense for In-

tallations and Logistics, should put to

rest any doubts about the national secu-

rity justifications for the oil import pro-
.gram—there are none. .

The only justification that the oil in-
dustry seems to be able to put forward is
that what is good for the oil industry is
good for the national security; an idea

WEe DioN't StanT IT

Barry CGoldwater has pointed out some-
thing his colleagues in the Senate and every-
one else should remember as the war in Laos -
continucs: 4 .

The President, the Pentagon and the CIA
did not start the war. The Communists, par-
ticularly the North Vietnamese, are respons-
slble for 1%, just as they are responsible
for the war {n Vietnam and the trou-
bles in. Thailand and other countries of
Southenast Asia,

Goldwater pointed out that North Vietnam,
not the United Btates, put a force of 50,000
o 60,000 soldiers in Laos. -

’Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700050001-2




N ]
GARDTN CITY

nevApproved

E - 427,270
MAR 1 C E70
N2 K DROR| ~ T
ol wr vy [ LeEaYa N I
WNIXOI LUEES L

By Martin Schram
Newsday Washinglon Bureau )
Washington—After teetering on the brink of a
possible credibilily - gap, President Nixon reversed
policics last night and promised to reveal future

American casualties in the once-clandestine war in

- Laos.

Nixon swept away much of the sccrecy that has

cloaked the U.S. operations in Laos with his decision.
The President ordered the State Department last
night to release the names and the circumstiances sur-
rounding the deaths of the six U.S. civilians killed by
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"~ ployes of Air America, a charter airline bcl_ieved to.be
at least partly controlled by the CIA. Air Amecrica
operates officially under contract to the US Agency
for International Development, the government’s

N

——

foreign aid agency. The Air America employes identi-

fied as killed were J. C. Merkel, William J. Gibbs and
Ralph 8. Davis. The State Department could not pro-
vide any home town addresses last night.

The other three fatalitics were men who were
members of the International Voluntary Services, a

Cprivate Peagz Corps-type orga:sization whose mems-

hers help peoplé in underdeveloped countries on agri-

Y

. cultural and other community projects. That organiza-
dent. Included were three employes of the Air «tion received §$1.500,000 a year in grants fFOY_‘ﬂ the
America charter airline, which has been linked by “U.S. international developm.ent ageney, according t?
some sources' to the Central Iniclligence Agency .a 1967 report. The International Voluntary Services”
(CIA). T Lirembers killed were: Arthur Stillman, Chandler Ed-

hostile enemy action in Laos since he became Presi-

Nixon also promised that in the future:

© The secretary of defense will inform the Ameri--i
can public of all U.S. military aircraft losses and”

silitary air personnel casualties in Laos as soon as
the scarch-and-rescue missions have been cornpleted.

o All casualtics suffered by U.S. personnel sta-
tioned in Laos due to hostile enemy actions will also
be reported. -

The President’s reversal of policy came at 6 PM,
hours after White House Press Sccretary Ronald
Ziegler had declined to provide newsmen with the
identities of U.S. civilian personnel casualtios suf-
fered in Laos. Reporlers bad peppered Ziegler earvlicr

in the afternoon with questions aimed at the credi-

bility issue, since the White House was maintaining
-that despite the revelation Sunday of 26 civilian
deaths and one U.S. military casuaity, there had been
-no U.S, deaths in Laos in “ground combat operations.”

Meanwhile, Sen. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) was

charging on Capitol Hill yesterday afternoon that

Nixon’s “partial release of facts does not give an ac-
curate picture” of U.S. involvement in Laos. Sym-
ington said: “If the American people are going to be
taxed to pay for this undisclosed war, they are en-
titled to know more about it than the administration
“has seen fit to disclose in bits and picces.”

In announcing Nixon’s new disclosure policy last

night, Ziegler said: “The purpose o. this admmistra-

tion is to discuss completely the U.S. involvement
"in Laos. These orders and this policy which the
President is stating today clearly shows the intent’
inform the American people .
“of the scope of the U.S. involvement in Laos ang !
people informed of U.S.°

of the President to fully

to keep the American
" activities in Laos *

o Ziegler_ said " at there had been six U.S: civilians
- killed in Laos Ly hostile enemy aciion since Nixon |

~was inaugurated. Three of the dead men were em-

‘wards and Dennis Mummert. The names of the o't.her-
,207U.8, civilians, all presumably killed before Nixon
ok office, were not disclosed.
. in addition to those civilians, one U.S. military
‘man also has been killed in ground action in Laos
during the Nixon administration. He was U.S. A'rmy
‘Cupt. Joseph Bush, a military attache who was killed
-afier returning enemy fire during a North Vietnamese
jcommando attack., His identity was confirmed by the
iVWhite Flouse Sunday only after it was first revealed
by the Los Angeles Times,
T Nixon’s staff had not learned. of Rush’s death
shriore the President’s declaration in Friduy’s odlicial
» « i ioned in Laos
Lags siatoment bt o Ao Sl e
g ever e ‘ ticial White
Nixon also was cmbarrassed by an 0 1 Srmerican
House briefer who said Friday that ail A 1
, i . had been caused by U.S. air operas

fi%ﬁ:;s t;une I\;s’g?te House later c.oncedeil‘zthat perhaps
97 had died in ground action since 1952,
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i Compliled From News Wires
f Washington — *~ Amid con-

gressional charges he is dodg-

ing demands for disclosure of
+US. Laotian involvement,
} President Nixon has ordered
! the public release of American
| casualties and air losses as
they occur in the Southeast
Asian couniry. :

In announcing the policy
lchange Monday night, ‘the
. White House disclosed six
"civilians were .killed in Laog

. last year as the result of hostile

-enemy action. S

' Press secretary Ronald L.-

! Ziegler said the adininistration
jwill immediately “inform the

} American public -~ about al]

‘military aircraft losses ' and

:military air personnel

casualties in Laos ence search-
.and-rescue missions are com-
‘pleted.” . .

Ziegler sald this is the same
' Policy followed on Vietham
;losses. In the past, e¢asualties in
jthose of Southeast Asia as a
g"ole‘. ."5;‘;. - - Lo o -‘ o k

Tt tion.
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'-"‘described as having support known “all’ along where Joe
“rather than active military -

roles, three were killed by am- .
bush, one was shot as he was
piloting a helicopter. And two

,were killed by what the White .,
House called possible hostile . came after a day of Senate

fire. - .
Meanwhile, the Los Angeles

Times reported Tuesday that

~Cenfral—Hitelligence Agency

s in
I'rom Now on to Be Told |

tempt, so far as I know, to keep

-~

STATINTL

was. And when he was killed,
the government made no at.

It quiet that he had been killed
in Laos.”

The White House statement

debate on U.S. involvement in
Laos, !
Sen. Hugh Scott of;
ennsylvania, the Republican

(CIA) agents posing as ' leader, said Democrats are

members of the agency are in.

. volved in military operations. in

" Laos.
The Times" story from Jack .
- Foisie in Vientiane ‘estimated .
© the number of CIA agents at
‘several hundred. The
newspaper said their activities .
include recruiting and training
pro-government guerrillas, de-
tecting enemy troop movements, .

and acting as ground controllers “Mo., whose Senate Foreign
- for aircraft.

; b i tirmed
{Laos have been lumped with The White House confirmed

Sunday that Joseph K. Bush .
Jr., an Army captain, was-
killed in Laos Feb. 10, 1969, in

4, an exchange of fire with North "
i Vietnamese commandos. The -
{ administration said his death

did not occur in combat ac-

i At Temple, Tex., the widow
and parents of Bush said the

| government never fried to keep’
{secret the location of the 25-

:year-old captain’s death, .

ba
KLCarol Bush, 24, said she had:  casualtl

“ducted a week of hearings on

. the transcript.

. asked “why only ground com. |

looking for a political issue in
the debate over Laos.

Sen, Alan Cranston, D-Calif.,}
said two soldiers told him!
American troops were sent into|
Laos “to pick up (U.S.) bodie
‘and bring them back into Viet-
nam so when they were
counted as dead they would be
counted as dead in Vietnam
and not in the Laos theater.”

Sen. Stuart Symington, D-

Relations subcommittee con.)

.Laos in October, said the ad-
ministration’s “partial release
of facts does not give an ac-
curate picture.” )
Symington has been trying to
have the State Dept. agree td
release a censored version of

He told newsmen the
transcript contained ‘“very in-]
teresting disclosures” about
U.S. casualtles in Laos and

£ troops - are  consldered

na pvy ;
e Vs LYy 3
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BY JACK 1FOISIE

:. Vimos Stai! Writer
< VIENTIANE — The U.S. civillani -
AID mission in Laos is being used as
a cover for Central Intellivence
Agency agents engaged in clande-
stine oparations against the Commu-
unist enemy, . K

Agents posing as members of the
Azency  for International Deves:

Jopment  mission's  rural develop- |

ment division are reeruiting and
training  progovernment guerrillus
to fight Communists, detect enemy
movements deep in their own terri-

tory aind to act as ground controllers

~for aircraft.

Tae Americans involved in these
mditary activities are members of
ihe AID mission's Rural Develo
ment Annex to distinguish them
from other rural development work-
ers engazed in the agency's normal
functions—assistance to civilians in
remote areas.

Total Several Iundred .
Based on talks with people
throughout Laos the pasi several
weeks, the number of azents posing =
as  AID  workers totals severa]
Lundred, ‘ , :
In one arca there ave almost 50 :
Americans and about half of them:

. are listed as members of the Rural

Development  Annex. In Military
Region 11 ir northeast Laos, where
inuch of the fighting has occurred,
Aanex members are very numerous. ,
ia the northeast, both regular and

~muerrilla forces are under the com-

Mand ol a Meo tribal general, Vang
Paac Por years the CIA has been
active in supporting Vang Pao's
nmountain people, '

Originally the activity was under -
the code name of "White Star." It
now appeurs that Rural Develop-
ment AnneX i the successor to
White Star,

Although nominally under control

“of the ATD mission director, Charles !

AMlannh, Annex people answer only to:
the CIA chief in Laos.

There is another sceret organiza- -
tion hidden within the AID mission
corapound. Tt is ealled the Special
Lequirements Office. Its personnel
provide the supplies for the clandes-
tine units,

ote e RWEBVe EoF Reed¥¥:2601/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2
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cwells, build schools and

teach sanitation are some-
times called upon to act ay
forward air contvollers, it
was learned.

-1 Within the AID mission

there is some discontent
over the military role that
is being forced upon theni.

"It breeds distrust of the |

people we are trying to
help,” one ficld worker

said. "I won't say that we [
perform humanitarian

work frec of political ime
plications, But now some
people think were an
adjunct of the military."

Jequest Guestipned -

vid

rassing for field
sors when they ask for
more money o more staff
and the request is ques-
tioned by an ‘unknowing
bureaucrat in Washing-
ton.

"How can you ask for
more men when you've
already got 15 supervising
well-digging?" is the que-

:He doesn't know that 10

of the well-digging experts ,

are really CIA agents,

The only strong opposi-
tion to the AID mission's
change of its original
peaceful role, however,
comes from a youthful
group of overseas workers,
members of the Interna~
tional Volunteer Servico.
Privately chartered, IVS
preceded the Peace Corps,
Its members have served
with distinction in Viet..
nam and Laos. '

There ‘are 49 IVS mome
bers in Laos, and they

serve under an*AID mige -

sfon contract. Although
they have made no formal

protest, there is deep dis~

content and some are con-
siderlng volcing their dig--

STATINTL

Former Scrvicemen
Many members of the
Annex are former Amerie

eun servicemen who

fought in Victnam. Olten
they come from the Special
Forces and their job in.
Laos is about the same—’
wilhout the green beret.

The men for the Annex
are recruited as their dis-
charge date from scr-
vice comes due. Many
have a desive for further
adventura overseas and
like the high pay, triple or
more .what they ecarned
when in uniform,

There is the possibility -

that some men have
. gained temporary leave

tesipne " from the armed forces ¢ 1d-
1t is particulay] ﬁlm, 317, .,.Ca0 return to the military -
upenvi-y nafter their contract ex-

pires. ‘
In the past several years
the membership in the
Annex has remained eon-
stant, it was learned. Only
the American air support
‘to the Royal Lao govern-
ment forces seems to have
sescalated, L

-~

. STATINTL
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- The Old Road to

_ Before President Nixon’s belated.
statement on the subject, many Ameri-
, .cans were apprehensive about the U, 8. -
v liability in Iaos. They still are—as"
" questions multiply about the- reliability
* of his report.

The President asserted specifically, -
for exampk---t-ha#-ino American sta- .
tioned in Laos has ever been killed in -
-ground combat operations.”-Apparently -
he knew at the time that 25 U. 8. civil-
iang had been slain or were missing as’
“a result of “hostile action” but chose
I to dlstmgmsh these casualties from any.
t sustained in “‘combat "

In any event, he did not mentxm

- them, and it was only after press re-
ports that an American’ Army officer”

- had been killed 13 months ago as ke

vamly sought to dnve off a North Viets; ;,mo}uded in the count"

STATINTL

Credlblli'i'y qu

‘namese _commando attack on a rear
arca that the White House acknowl-
- eged his death and the other casualties;
.even then, lame attempts were made to:

“preserve the pretense that "ground‘,
combat operations” were not responsi-:

ble. The alleged distinction can be ofu
small comfort to the victims.

How many .more -casualties- haVez
_actually been sustained? And if it is:
really U. S. pohcy—as one diplomat:

_claimed yesterday in commenting on;
.the Laotian government’s response to!

a peace-talk proposal from the Pathet
Lao—to be “all for the Laotians set-:
 tling problems among themselves,” why -
 has the U .S. become- steadily more
mvulved'? The White House has now ;

‘belatedly agreed t&'#eolease future casu-

alty figurers in Laos. Will CIA men: be
mm—'

- On a Muddy Track

- “4s long as he’s a reliable horse,” one Amerwan said of Thieu, “we’ll nde b
~ him. But if people think he’s beginning to falter, that could cause dszzculties
—from a Washmgton Post story, datehned Salgon.
. i) %
. That is not too felxcxtous an 1mage of the South Vletnamese President, :
~who behaves each day in.every way like a man on horseback himself—in" the |
#gaddle; gmppinr o tight ré refusmg 2o dismount : anq rxdmg roughshod over
o hls” POlltxcal obponents. I R L o

ool ot adE ahdw VIS L i i ot b v e et i+ el 4

e
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?

Full Laos Data]

America, an alrline also. -n

Arthur  Stillman  and’

WASHINGTON-—The Administration today was under.

'ordcx-s {rom President Nixom to give a full accounting of all
, future casualtics and alreraft losses assoclated with Amcrx-

» can activities in Laos.
,‘ Stung by charges that the
‘public was not being told
“all 1t should be about U. 8.
-involvement in the "~ land-
+ locked Asian nation, Nixon

"late yesterday dirccted that ]

i from now on:

! q All military aireraft .
+.losses and military afr .

.

: personnel casualties in
Laos will be reported pub-
-licly as soon as secarch
" and rescue operations are
. completed. These faets un-

mr e

-~
N

. together with Vietnam

. statistics.

“ q The loss or death from

i - *hostile enemy action” of

. any U, 8. personnel sta-
tioned in Laos will also be

" announced. This will cover -
~there had gone home.

;- advisers, trainers and lo-
i gistical support emjployes.

Casualties stemming from -

action along the South Viet-

. til today had been lumped |

All this was annmmccd late
yesterday by Press Scclctary
Zicgler after a lengthy meet-
ing with top White House of-
ficials at which the directlve

‘was froned out,

Sald Ziegler: "These orders
and this policy cyrarly show
the intent of the President to
inform the American people
of the scope of U. 8. involve. -

. ment in Laos and his inten.
- tion to continue to keep the

- American people informed of
. U. 8. activities in Laos.”

Part of the President’s or--

. der — the immediate release

of the names of the six U. 8.
civilians killed in Laos during -

» the past year — reached the
" State Dept. so late that most ..

of the administrative staff -

As a consequence, State
Dept, spokesmen sald, they -

-were unable to provide the
“~ i.nam-Laotian border will still -

ages or hometowns of the six, '

be carried as Vietnam casyue+Tha. lnformationwtheyw were

altles, however, the Presl-
’dent ruled. Ly

"“‘""""' 2l wm.vuwx

Q)

/¢ ‘deaths as follows:

able to assemble detnled the

v

*f
u'»w/{.nul e ‘“‘Lu 3

Dennis .Mummert, both am-
bushed on Aug. 5, 1969 near,
Ban Nong Kcun.
Chandler Edwards,
bushed on April 4, 1069, at
Ban Soukhouma.
Shot to Death

J. C.. Merkel, fatally

- wounded by a bullet on Feb. "

18, 1970, while piloting a

helicopter over the Plain of -

Jars,
-~ Willlam J. Gibbs, killed
by hostile fire on May 13,
1969, following the crash of
- the helicopter in which he
was riding near Nam Bac,
And Ralph- 8. Davis, also

~alrcraft he was riding in
crashed southwest of the
Plain of Jars.

The first three were mem-
bers of International Volun-

-carrying ou

to the Agency for Inter
. national Development.. .

The: second group of three
men all worked tor Alr

A

am-/

Ing suspicion by delivering a ) .

"area. A claim In his report §

. that no Americans stationed -} -
-fatally shot on Aug. 16, 1969,

after the small fixed- -Wing'' combat was challenged over :

. infantry captain at the hands

. mandos in Laos.
" teer Servlce? a private group"

a Peace Corps-
like function under contract -

tqllowqd.~ et

“under contract tn AID but: 1

rumored to be financed and 7 i
controlled by the CIA. B
The current flap over the
credibility of the Administra- ~
tion's word regarding Amer.
ican participation in the 140 . P
tian war came to a head in -
recent weeks when the White .

‘House repeatedly refused to i

comment on news accounts "
of growing U. 8. involvement

n the tiny kingdom. a0

Nixon sought to allay rls-_!

statement last Friday outlin.
ing American activitics in the..

in Laos had been killed in |

the weekend by a published
report of the death of a U. S.

il dn e

of North Vietnamese com-

While maintaining that the
President’s claim stiil stood, -
the Administration apparent- |
ly felt compelled to demon- -

o ,.uA‘»

~=strate. further .its .committ-
~Worked for Airline s~ o%.cr ymment » to» ~informing - the

public. Yesterday's directive

i -

ipaladiug . ”A.Jk-\‘:.“&:.*
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By RUSSELL BAKER
WASHINGTON, March 9—
- Suddenly there is Laos out on
- Page One, It is a place, judping
~from the ncws rcports, where
" a young man with no pull at
: his draft board could get killed
" unless somebody does some-
* thing clever quickly, which is
. always unlikely. The following
~ pocket guide to Laos is intend-
¢ ed to shed the clear light of
information on this crucial cor-
. ner of the world:
¥ fertile area of opium surround-
\/. ed by the C.LA. It is famous
~ for the historic Plain of Jars,
the stalwart Meo tribesmen and
. a rainy season which, if it were
. to fall into. Communist hands,
might well upset the delicate
. balance of dominoes now pre-
* vailing between the Mekong
.- and the Irrawaddy.

. Sounding Like an Old Hand

' 2. Who is the Irrawaddy?—
. The Irrawaddy is not a who,

_ but a what; or, to be precise, a.

“ river in Burma, a location so

remote from Laos that it has
" absolutely no bearing at all on
_ the Laotian situation, whatever
“ that may be. Use of the phrase,

* Irrawaddy” may, however, make.
) you sound like ‘an-old Laos-

PR PR ES

Approved For Release'2001/03/04 :

1. What is Laos?—Laos is a °

" “between the Mekong and the '

SIA
STW YORK Tines

Observer: Laos . Beginners’

hand in conversation, and is and Laosize the war in Laos?— -

thereforo recommended unless The President’s political ~ad-
there is a pgenuine old Laos visers object to Laosizing the

- hand in the room, which will war. They 'believe most Ameri-

cans would think he was talk-
_ing about! “louse eyes" and
complain that their Pres-
~ught to have weightier

be unlikely since there were
only three genuine .old Laos
hands in’ the world as of last, . would
January, and all of them were °

far gone on opium.

That Old Pagoda Kissinger’s suggestion that the

3. What about the old Moul- = Administration “de-Lags” the :
mein Pagoda?—The old MOUl;;iuation been greeted very.

mein Pagoda is: too far from
Laos to have any obvious con- /House.

nection, though what the CLAN ¢, What will the
'may be up to there cannol, . stqtes do if the capital of Laos
of course, be 'officially dis- falls to the enemy?—That de-
cussed, as the U. S. Govern- ' pends upon who the enemy is,

ment never officially discusses gand upon which capital he cap- -

C.IA. activities, even in old

ias tures, There are’'two capitals;
pagodas.

they are Luang Prabang and

4. Where were we?—we were Vientiane, No one is certain yet’
about to learn “how to pro- how many enemies there are. .

nounce “Laos.” If you can pro- ~ At last count there were Chi-
* pounce the French article “la” . nese Communists building a
and the German preposition - road in the north, North Viet-
“qus” you arc well on the way namese extending a skirmish
to success; say, very quickly, - line through the middle, and

lish, and you can say “louse,” . the south.
you will have it as clearly as 7. Lel's go
most people in the State De-
partment. o :
5. Having' Vietnamized the attention,
war in, Vietnam, will President " - 8.
Nixen l:g;ﬂlggtcauy - consistent . 'come 'I;hrough

" pey LAY RO WO MR L T

the:-good

CIA-RD

e
N

. to talk about on tele- .
, vision, Nor has Prof.  Henry -

nthusiastically at the White

United

“lg” and “aus,” and you have Pathet Lao (rhymes with “pot-’
it. If your only language is Eng+ ' ted cow’) digging a ditch in.

back to the old -

~Moulmein Pagoda—Absolutely :
: ‘not! Now quit whining and pay -

IINIL

f .”)'
v
v b
offices of one Vang Paut
(rhymes with “bang! pow!")!
the C.LA. has railicd freedom-'
loving fierce Mco tribesmen on’,
the Plain of Jars, "y

9. Who is Vang Pau?—That’s .
not the question. The real ques<-!

"tion is, who is Souphanouvong?.

{rhymes with “you run along”).}

A Forgotten Quarrel S

10. Who is Souphanouvong?
—Souphanouvong, leader of the .
Pathet Lao, is the half-brother,’
of Prince Souvanna Phouma,’
(doesn’t thyme with anything),*,
who is the neutralist ruler of, !
‘ Laos and a good guy. Souphan+” "
- ouvong got mad at his half- ;
‘brother a long time ago and:!
went out into the elephant:
" grass beyond the Plain of Jars‘-'J
to form the Pathet-Lao. odl
. 11, What did he get mad
//about?—No one remembers any
“ more. Old Thai hands say there -
‘are- rumors along the klongsy

of Bangkok that they had at
political argument in 1948,
with Souphanouvong supporting™
Thomas E. Dewey and Souvan-o
- na Phouma favoring Harryz
Truman, but it may have been*
the other way around. Tl
12. Is this some kind of joke?"t

T

o

»

. -~ .. «=Not unless you.are one ofd
Where ‘does : the C.LAY!those lucky: people who % .
ARy A P T 1]

4)

die la
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CIA Agents Pose |
As Laos Aid Men,
Report Claims

Los Angeles — (AP) — CIA
'agents poising as members of
the Agency for International De- ]
-velopment are involved in mili-

tary operations against Commu-

nists in Laso, the Los - Angeles
Times reported yesterday,

° © A dispatch from Vientiane es-

timated the number of such
agents at several hundred, It
said they. recruit and train pro-
govehnment  guerillas, detect
Comimunist troop 'movements
.and act as groun controllers for
{aircraft, -
The story said the agents -
pose as miembers of AID's Rural
Development Annex to distin-
! guish them from other rural de-
velopment . workers. doing - the
agency’s normal job of - helping
civilians -in remote areas

. T TPT .. ' )
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/\' ' _Présidenf Nixon's Report on Laos
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\Mdy Not Hint at Depth of Involvement -

Bowing to pressure from the public
and from Congress, President Nixon
_has given the nation a rundown on the -
situation in Laos, our involvement
‘there,. and future prospects for that
‘part of strife-riddled Southeast Asia.
While he stressed that we have no
ground combat troops in Laos—and’

" *“no plans for introducing” them—there
s, overall, little that is reassuring in
:his report, and much that is disquiet-
ing. L

. i = Not that Mr. Nixon sought particu-
tlarly to lull the public by his statement.
:He made quite clear that the situation
+in Laos is precarious for the Lao gov-

cernment, that it is the Communist
vforces, especially from North Vietnam,

:who have brought about the present
“peril by consistent violations of the 1962
‘neutralization agre€ments, and that
Laos matters because it is a part ‘of the
entire muddled picture in Southeast :

at the cost or depthﬂ of our activities
within the country. Various other re-
ports have referred to the presence of

Green Berets and Central Intelligence / :
.Ag. enc% gperatives; Newsweek mag-,

az s said the current cost of our !
operations in Laos. is’ $300 million a.
, year. : S i

and combat support within a country-i
‘without becoming entangled in its po-\

litical and economic structure. But the |

President, by citing a figure of 1,040 i
Americans “‘employed” by us in Laos,|
and stressing that all we do there is:
by government request, seems to imply!
that our involvement is superficial and
-could be quickly ended, It seems’"

‘obvious that it could not.”. i
Mr. Nixon spoke to the point when |
he placed our. Laos activities in the

context .of the Vietham war and the

‘Asia and affects our war—and peace— , defense of the Geneva agreements. Buti
‘efforts in Vietnam, ‘ , there is little rreassurance in this, |

| Still, we think that the President
-glossed over some details in the Lao-
-tian situation that would suggest how
deeply we have already become in-

s

ivolved there. It ‘is all very well to -

‘speak of the Laotians ‘‘settling prob--
lems among themselves,” as did a U.S.
diplomatic spokesman in the wake of a°

.Communist Lao peace feeler Monday; ~

whether we would readily stand aside
for the chance this might happen is.an-,
-other question, I
‘As one illustration of the apparent
gaps between the President's words
and the existing situation, Mr. Nixon:
~acknowledged that we have been and
are furnishing air support to Royal Lao
forces; but he said nothing about gw.
o extent of that support. The gist of wide-"
spread reports is that it is massive;

Sen. Harry F. Byrd Jr. said on the Sen-~. . in respecting Indochina treaties),

.ate floor last week that “It is a fact-
.+’ . that the'U.S. had dropped more
“bombs (in Laos) than it has on North'.
Vietnam.” News sources say that we
-have lost at.least 100 pilots on such"
.missions, = - S
‘ For another illustration, while he, -
- spoke of the logisii
Adpsaved G an Rafhs
‘Royal Laos, the Brggigeng did not hint .

either. Our war efforts have produced |
a stalemate that can last-only as long
-'as we remain in Southeast Asia “in]
+force; we have not managed anything .
in ~Paris toward a peace that-would:
allow our safe, orderly withdrawal.
" “Vietnamization” works to prolong the
war, .not settle it. o B

b

H

ALt i i

Pt

«

Finally, the Geneva - agreements’
cannot be meaningful as' long as the’
~U.S. is the only Western nation inter- i
ested in seeing them kept. The question
is not’whether ‘the Communists are a!
bunch of dirty birds, who -cheat on'
. treaties; of course they are. The ques-
-tion is how far we should go — and{
how much more of our blood and

JEERERE

‘treasure we should invest — in trying]

to keep them honest (especially since
our own hands are not altogether clean_;‘-

The fact is that there no longer is]
,any graceful exit for us from Southeast
Asia’s combat theater, and little hope’:
that we can leave behind anything that |
will endure. If Vietnam has been a |
bitter experience, Laos looks like a-
disaster area., We ‘ought to avoid any,

It beggars belief that we could; . L
carry on extensive counter-insurgency! -

FROO0TI00950001-2

?Qﬁ{”ﬁg’ oﬁleiilpeg!,p‘éﬁp mlmohtical efforts !

.to find means, of extricating ourselves,

s omer U
- ot
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f Presadent S besi weapon
on Laos affair is candor

President Nixon has been put in an aswkward
posnmon by a bit of Pentagon semantics.

; Last Friday, in his statement on Laos, the Pres- ‘.
1dent said flatly that “no American stationed in Laos !
ihas ever been killed in ground combat operations.” i

! It has since become known that 27 American

i —including an Army captain—have died as a result

i

{- 26 were civilians, one a dependent of a civilian. Pre-.
. sumably most of them were CIA men, who have :

 trained the Laotian ar my.

! A White House spokesman said leon did not
know of the captain’s death when he made his state-
ment. The spokesman, however, stuck with the ;

Q
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people are close enough to the Reds to be killed by

" them, they are in combat.

We hope the President is upset with the Penta-_

~ gon word game. This episode leads us to wonder what

else he had not been told before he made his state- -
‘ment on Laos. We assume he is busy finding out all"
e needs rbo know and mm t.ell t.he pub\lzic when he

: “u,_...‘.;--i-«l

oL
i s S B N

;-of “hostile action” on the ground in Laos. The other| /

" “hostile action” definition, saying the captain died ;

in an enemy attack behind the lines and thus was |

not in a “ground combat operations.” He would not’
discuss the other deaths due to “hostile action.”

1 The Army captain apparently presumed he was 5

_ in combat. He shot and killed one Communist at- *

" tacker before he was gunned down. The matter of i

" definition is moot for him and the other 26. ;

The President’s efforts fo olarify the American |

~involvement in Laos have been damaged by these ?

{

!

i

|

[P

- belated disclosures. The attempt to stick by the orig-
inal statement by playing with words only makes |
matters worse. We cannot buy- the distinction bes.

« tween hostile action and combat operatlons., If our-
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"Plug ‘creditability gap" =

Order Laos disclosures
, By TED KNAP _ Vietnamese commando raid on a Laoglan Artil- ‘
. Scripps-Howard Staff Writer - lery command post where he was serving as |
, President Nixon put In effect today a policy  military adviser. '
of fuller disclosures of U. S. air and ground ‘ The state department identified the ambush
casualties in Laos_In an effort to headoff & yjctims as Arthur Stillman and Dennis Mum-~
credibility crisis and convlnge the public that mert, killed Aug. 5, 1969, and Chandier Ed- !
Americans are not engaged in ground combat wards, killed April 24, 1969. All three were -
there. . ' “listed as employed by International Voluntary
In the midst of rising controversy over how  Services, identified by the State Department
;and how many Americans have died in Laos, as a private refugee relief and community de-
|Whitc House Press Sccretary Ronald L. Zieg-  velopment organization under contract to the -
«Ilcr announced last night the President had U.S. Agency for Iaternational Development
'.ordercd that: ' (AID). ‘ ]
. e The secretary of defense inform the  J.C. Merkel was hit Feb. 18, 1970, while
" American public about all losses of military piloting a helicopter; William J. Gibbs-died:
aircraft and their personnel over Laos after May 13, 1969, in the crash of a helicopter hit
the usual search-and-rescue’ operations are by hostile fire, and Ralph S. Davis died Aug.
completed. : 19, 1969, in the crash of a light plane hit by
o Any U.S. civilian_or military casualties ground fire, Mr. Merkel, Mr. Gibbs and Mr.

e W e

‘resulting from hostile enemy ground action in Davis were listed as pilots for Air America, - \/ s

; Laos will be repotted publicly. the charter service employed by AID and the

These have hot been reported In the past Central Intelligence Agency. .
“except as an undisclosed ;:rt of U. s.-cas‘t,lal-' Next of kin were not identified immediately, -
t ties in South Vietnam, It was over those casualties, and about 20
. Mr. Ziegler said the new policy "eledrly‘" others that had occurred between 1962 and .
" ghows the &ntent of the President to inform the - ’1208' thg(tw?"[? Whltg House bﬁedm;‘s ﬂmbrl?ilqg
-American people of the soope of U. S. involve. ‘" & credibility controversy over the weeken

ment in Laos, and his ntention to continue to . Mr. Nixon had said in " his report to the na-

. keep the American le informed of U.§. ‘tion Friday that “no American stationed in |
::‘ac[i‘:rities in Laos.” beop : " Laos has ever been Kkilled in ground combat ;

. operations.” Two days later, after newspapers

RELEASE NAMES . . had reported Capt. Bush's death, the White’

. In line with that, the President ordered the . House said that Capt. Bush and 26 civilians

. State Department to release the names of six had been killed or were missing as a result of

' civilians killed In Laos as a result of hostile “‘hostile action” on the ground in Laos since

action since he became President in January,  -1962. The White House ins.sted they were not
119613!. z .l ' y . kll ib _killed “in ground combat opecrations,” .

‘- Mr. Ziegler sald three were killed by am- o

‘ bush, one by a bullet while-piloting a helicop-’ 400 L INKED TO VlETNAM !

- . ter and two by hostile fire. A seventh Ameri- . White House sources said the controversy

"can killed In Laos in 1069 was® Capt. Joseph B8feW out of 'proportion to the relatw_cly small |

* Bush, .shot while returning tire during a North - number of ground casualties. The White House

PRI IS TR R RN ’ ;

e Gama. . had freely reported that nearly 400 Americans
' had died, were missing or had been captured
'in the air war over Laos, chiefly while bomb-
ing North Vietnamese 'troops and supplies |
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail into South Vict-‘
nam.
Mr. Ziegler ‘said U. S. casualties resultlng?
| from -*“‘protective reaction missions” along the t
| border between:Laos and South Vietnam w-ml
"continue - to be reported as part of the Vietnam
l_war toll because those activities are directly |
rolated (0 At WALy, )\ i b i Rl Uiomen

T e b g 3
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AIXOR aas orderad ihe seerdiaries of siate ang
e At . LT ~ BT - -13% 3 - 3
oW a new pelicy of reporting mablicly all American

codes aad aivernlt Ieases in Dacs,
fot & docizion — announeed Jast vi

ohb =~ parially

W ovell y thatl has shrouded U.S. operations
eashsla Win sinec 1882,

TRV g, :
oo ‘il‘.'rc;‘n‘;;'i ne \'L;xC'I.‘C
30 DS st by (ke i | ol made baova e nov
mmion iy cdlensed on (e Viet- | pokicy after an unusual delay of
nearly 2% kours in the reguiar
I LW po, Wiite iouse news briciing,
Sl S POBCy o0 LS T nne 1 was partially Lited by
of “laildiselosure” s, % oa T pebyen 3 frent
r, as was made cloap ¢ administration itself ever
t2 Fouse Dioss Seere- the weokend when the Whaite
. La Zivglor once House adindiicd that one U.S.
2¢ could 3ive no dol Avmy officer dicd and 26 Ameri-
can civilians weve killed ‘or

a1 how mech tas Unit-
speuding in Laos missing in Loos due to “hostile
ground aciion,”

27 Listed as Lost

o

dam war,

G

TSy

LA | e o
oiaeinl reforrea to il g
~ 0y

i

- oy

$34

[AY

! anticipate any
I

)

o0, s Y . - b i ofd
cpsect. Bug the administration siill
: by Ialsrlght - held to the fine semantic poiat

ey o . Jthal there is a difesonce be-
Yalte Tiousc stateraent

Lt b : Ctvien “hestile ground ac
came ader & day o Sounte de- ani Ameoricen combatb o
bate en TS, invoivoment in Ti:e While House stii insis
L ceu. J. William Fulbrizat,| tiat no Amcerican has ever boor
D, chelrman of tue Foreign killed in Laos Cuming gourd se-
Relztions Conmities, accused tica and that no gromad eambat
_t{;e adminisiretion of “an awiy] forees are staticaed in Laos,
lo. of dueking and dedging in Nixon saié in a stateme

15

e

aos, Ieased Friday thet 1,040 Aneri-
ToesoqhTimme T e Ty oyt o T as L .

Jiepuonizan Laader Hagh Seott] cans were siationed in Las in
- FATSVIVERLD S&iC Democratsi| o noncombat role, Me said no

for a political issue

Americans siationed there had
over Lacs.

ever been killed In ground com-
bat operations.

Ziegler said..last nigat, the
purpose of the administration is
to_discuss complotely the U.S.
role in Laos and told reporters
the President is ordering the fol-
lowing preccdures: )
© “He is dirccting the sceretary
of defense effective imimediately
‘o inform the American public
about all aircraft losses and mil-
itary air personnel casualiics in
Laos once the search and rescue
missions arc complete, In the
past, these losses have been part
of the Southeast Asia report.
¢ “Casualties resulting from
protectiver e a ¢ ti o nn missions
along the South Vielnzma and
Laotian border and involving
U.S. persoanel conducting opera-,
tions in South Vietnara will con-!
tinue to be reported as a part of
the South Vietnam casualtics.

Cransioa, -Calif,,
& of Araericans haod
; seit into

i

Tar e

Y WEE Can
cs.acni's ceeizion to re-

1were  inforration
38 a reaction to a
i ercscendo of press inquir-
ud Sencts atiacks on the
5. inyolveacnt in Loos,
sy information abeul
in Lzos hes heen
. the tizhlcs) possi-
e seeurily, nod al! U.S, casual-
Lee thes have beea lumpod
vall 50 i Southoast Asia as a
wioie.

Y

ap-

-
fea
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“lthe six men, three of whom were

w'lcopter  was struck by hostile
f.ground fire and crashed; and
S1Ralph S, Davis, Air America pi-

1t re- |

STATINTL

o “The President has ordered) ZOVCILieric c 'r.o e
thil any easualties that resultjco far a5 I,knuw, b?”/.c:c:, .
from hostile cnemy actions of | that ke had Leen kil'ed i
U.S. personnel stationed in Lacs | Ziegler sa.c ine L oriess ard
will be reported. This refers o this policy waich ;-15' s“rfz;:";c‘.‘.'.:
advisers, persomnel involved in;is stating tq&a;}‘c;_f;'ar’.,j(_ s
training and logistical support.” {the intent of thg Presics to

Zicgler sald during 1965 — xpform the 1:-.mgnca_n "C.r“f"ﬁf ot
since the Nixon :1mninistrntion,tﬂe 5COpC Gi _D-_S- 17*:"01';’“;=f~‘--~
took office — there were sixin Laos end aisinication tocen
civilians stationed in Laos in a]the people informed of U.S. ac-
‘supporting role who were killed | tivities in Lag;. e o
as a resull of hostile action, e It was disclosca over iov
said the names of the six would| weekend by lie a“?‘*"’;‘-:t-_‘-'i{j_"
be released by the State Depart-f that aireraft losses iz Lizes, i
ment. .

cluding helicopters, have beea
Two hours laler, the State De-

on the order of 400, It is alst
partment discloscd the names of

- CadSD
krown that {he number of Anes-
icanr personnel missing or dead
\in Laos sinee 1662 is about 409,
| zlihough these casuaities zzave
national Voluntary Services, | been dncluded in the Southeast
They were Arthur StillmanjASia  casually- reports, These
and Dennis Mummert, of IVS,.,\""efe alr casualtics.
killed on Aug. 5, 1909, in an
chemy ambush near Ban Nong
Keun: Chandler Ldwards, of
1VS, killed in an enemy ambush
on April 24, 1939, at Ban Souk-
houma; J.. C. Merkel, Air
Amcrica pilet, killed Feb. 18,
whicn a sniper builet struck his,
helicopter over the Plain of
Jars.
William J. Gibbs, Alr Ameri-
can pilot, !illed near Nam Bac
on May 13, 1959, when his heli-

i

idenlificd as Air America pilots
and three as'members of Inter-

ot

lot, killed on Aug. 19, 1969, when
the small fixed-wing plane he:
was Ilying was struck by hostile
ground firc and crasied in the
southwest part of the Plain ofi
Jars. i

Alr America is a contract’
company which often has been:
described as a covert operation-
al arm of the Centiral Intclli-
gence Agency, IVS is a Peace
Corps-type organization general-
ly thought to have no conncetion

{

|
with U.S, intclligence opera-
tions.

Ziegler said that in addition to
these six men, one military coffi-
‘cer, Army Capt. Joseph Bush,
idecribed as a military attache
at the embassy in Laos, was
killed dn Icbruary 1969 in an
exchange of fire with North Viet-
;namese commandoes, His death
had been publicly confirimed by
the White House on Sunday.

In Temple, Tex., the widow
and parcnts of Bush said the
goverament never tried to keep
secret  the Iocation of the
25-year-old captain’s death, the|
Associated Press roporied. -

Carol Bush, 24, said she had
‘known “all along where Joe
was. And when he was killed the

CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001 -2
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~ Curtain Stlll Covers ””%

' The Fighting In Laos :

What worries most Americans . Times—one of three reporters who
‘about Laos, we think, is,that the made an unauthorized trip to Long-
whole operation is so secretive as far cheng recently (and was subsequent-' ‘
as U. S. participation is concerned.  -ly ordered out)—reports U.,S. m111-'
tary men, in civilian clothmg, rxdmg
in open jeeps and carrying M-16 n-
fles and hmndguns :

Newsmen are barred from the bat- 4
+ tle areas, visitors are forbidden at the
>b1g U. S. hase at Longcheng, and the

B e R e ot TP U

imnrformatx-on that is released continues . “The fact thafc they are tempo

‘to insist that mo U. S. gmund troo.ps ramﬂz CIA,” says Allman, “allows the /

I are involved. . > - U. 8. government to say that it has
N [ That may be technically true; the . 10 Soldiers fighting in Laos. But

"Americans supply, finance, direct,
and sometimes even participate in the
fighting against the Pathet Lao and
the North Vietnamese around the:

d * American soldiers-in Laos have been
- detached from the Army’s Special
\/ | Forces and assigned: temporarily to

:the Central- Intelllgence Agency, plain.” 1
’whach runs the base and, we suspect, - ' ' 1
! the war. - The U. 8. ‘activities plamly vmlate;

E e ST

If that is accurate,.it is clearly in
¥ violation of the agreement that estab- ventmn
llshed Laos as a neutral country, - . i

= We are mot “kooks” on lthe sub-}
Presxdent Nixon’s Fmday defense Ject: Laos may turn out fo be a false]

of the policy was timely and welcome ~alarm and the United States may not;

but it was incomplete. What is our . . . -
L 4 . . be inextricably involved. But we don’t:
“purpose, other than the curbing of = Lo\ T Bbion to reach the dan-:

infiltration from North Vietnam; what ger point, and certainly not by Ad-,

]'S our long-range goal? : ministrative decision. If the U. 8. is’
" The truth is, Americans are sick -ever again faced with the prospect of'
. of frustrating wars in Asia. They have war, big or little, let the Congress de-‘
"learned that wars can be started, as - cide the degree of threat and let the ,
© was the one in South Vietnam, by the "Congress make a declarition.
‘ assignment of a handful of advisors. We blundered into Vietnam; we
- They dom’t want 8 repeat pesrform- don’t want to stumble into a worse

~ence in Laos, .. .. situation in Lags, We are sick of kﬂl—
T D. Alﬂman of the New York gng, ‘- N

il g o o A bt u-*»‘-—&:—n_“ )é‘.l’d -u)wqu‘ o "‘"""""

-the 1962 Geneva accords.on Laos,
which forbid foreign military mter-i

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2 -
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| Pull Qut Of S..E Asm E nurely, Sa

4('
"South Vietnam is a coali-

: tion government," he de-
! clared.

' By Darius Jhabvala ,]
+ Globe Staff :
}.

WASHINGTON — Sen-

- tate Majority leader Mike -
* “Manstield urged again yes=
Rerday a complete United
States withdrawal from

; wider interests are not af-
*fected in any way." \

ESoutheast ‘Asia since “our \ .

.'3 The Montana Democrat "
" also claimed that President
‘Nixon did not give a full
“report to the nation on the
* U.S. involvement in Laos, |

! i particularly “the clandes-!
,‘ tine war being waged wnth

the help of the CIA ”

s

.- “I think we should with~
l draw from Southeast Asia;

L]ock stock and barrel, m- .

- cluding our bases. I do not
.See our wider interests
there affected in any way,”
. Mansfield said on CBS-
TV's
program,

he did on the Senate floor .
early last week, “We are
up to our necks + 2« be=
cause we've sent in aid,
we've sent in air power.,
.We haven't sent in foot sol-
diers yet — I don't think

i

we will — whereas in Viet= | ‘

nam, I think we're in over |
our heads.” l
The President’s
ent, issued in Key Bis=
cayne last Friday, he said,

“is frank. But I don't con~ ]'

mder it full by any means,

© “We are following the
'same pattern there as in
Vietnam. First, aid, then
Jogistic support then air
.-power and then Gls —'1
don’t think the Gls will go
,into Laos,

f,“. - ,-a e v»ﬁw-uu '*

- . ]’

K

. yond that by the use of ad-

“Face the Nation” J

state~ |

The intentions of the ad- K
mmlstratmn 5 response, .-
! Mansficld said, are “in

keepmg with the Guam-
" doctrine.” Then he pointed
out that “we have gone be-

visers and of planes.”

At the same time, Sen.
-J. W, Fulbright (D-Ark.),
chairman - of the - Senate
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, on NBC's “Meet The

“The only answer in -

He also urged Presxdentl'
Nixon to appoint "someone’L
with stature” to the peace

.. talks in Paris in wake ot}

the resxgnatxox) of Henry,

. Cabot Lodge:

" “They (the .Communist

S tad e, o

Press” that he fears Viet-

namization will lead to in~ |

definite war 1in Vietnam
and Laos. -
Fulbright said he is con- ~
cerned with “ ..., the
! basic policy of Vietnamiza-
" tion — the prolongation of .
the war in Vietnam and
Laos indefinitely.”

_ Sen, Mansfield expi'essed
doubt that the North Viet- *

forces would advance fur-

’ther south from the Plain J
of Jars which they cap- !
tured late last month from !

/. the government forces.
" On Laos, he msxsted as"

In any case, he said, the
independence of Laos “is
"not worth American!
troops” and therefore “we

—————

i .should get out of Laos.” W
., gested support for the con

i -tinuing "air interdictions e

North Vietnam’s supplies\

, However, Mansfield sugi. ..

to South Vietnam via the t

Ho.Chi Minh trail in Laos.

On the adnunstratxon’s[
|, Vietnamization program

- about it” -

CRTR RO Y] .J.r., -.'.

4
ihamese and the Pathet Lao, j o
P

he said it “hold out’ prom
¢ ise - but I have | my doub i

Y. - LT C Tyt
' ’ . : % -

?. ‘
"d,e) won't deel‘ X‘ﬁh 1&::3' I
vt v S )

'
ae

TS RS

|

b

ays Mansfleld |

‘one \wth a lower rank So
what do we have to lose by -

5..3

putting someone of
ute?" he asked.

Sanbad s 53 Mg

stat- ;}
M:u.'._.ﬁ'.'z..d
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- o it i

I g . 4 B
t.i . ) # Ky
s}leon Laos |
‘paper hints |
C 5
i Py
ag 1 3 v !'
yebcakaﬁlorl “{"which God knows nobody
; : ‘| wants. . :
%.ll;)iill{;)ﬁ:\fse?;‘reign Service “0f course there is a third

VIENTIANE — By going on -

i record with details of U.s. sup-
{ port to Laotian Prime Minister
'Souvanna Phouma's govern-
ment, Pregident Nixon may
;have escalated what was an in-
“yolvement into a commitment.
i'" The President was careful to

O

“and he had ‘‘no plans” to com-
mit them.

-+ i BUT THE thrust of the Pres-
;ident’s statement was that he
*is not going to let Laos go to
, the Communists. And if Hanol
-chooses to accept that chal-
‘lenge, Mr. Nixon may be
; forced to make the agonizing
‘ choice of whether to commit

U.S. troops or let Laos go.

Senators Fulbright, Sym-
ington, McGovern and others

involvement here,”

‘state there were no American
+ground combat troops in Laos |

“Let's grant the sincerity of i

who are concerned about our |
said an j matter. That is why American |
American diplomat, ‘“We don't " alr power Is so vital.
want American ground troops
here any more than they | based American fighter-bomb-
do. “The trouble is that there ; ers have played a major, if not
is an extreme reaction against |
Vietnam. What they suggest is :; war.
‘1'that we drop everything we |
are doing here. The other ex-
‘treme is conventional military
intervention : & . 1a - Vietnam, |

stakes and let the Communists
have Laos. I don't think that's
in our rational h\terest.’\'

~IN THE VIEW: of allied ob-
servers the American in-

)

2 S .’tfv_:;‘s'z PI I e e L Y

- dividends at bargalin basement
prices. .

o Here we have succeeded in
i-organizing a guerrilla force
. that—so far—has more than
Y held its own agalnst the North
i Vietnamese. ' For once the

¥ Communists find themselves in -

1« the uncomfortable position of
. fighting a conventional war
" against unconventional - forces

Lrnm

s e

i

, Vietnam. _
How much longer our guer-
rillas — mainly the Meo moun-
{ tain tribesmen — can hold out
* under the current North Viet-
namese buildup! is another

W
o

"

Unquestionably, Thailand-

| decisive, role in the stepped-up

EVEN HEAVIER US. air
.'; strikes will be required if the
o

I
h

o A S
st Lo mtine by il b ikt o

way out. That is to pull up

volvement has paid reasonable

" the reverse image of South.

North Vietnamese , mount an .

{

,‘ anticipated offensive against‘
I Gen, Vang .Pao’s Meo forces.

" The war is being run mainly
by the CIA — just.as it has’;
been for-the last 10 years — }
.with the assistance of a motley :
_ collection of regular Apmy and
_Afr Force officers and ex-milj-
tary types whb like what they -
are doing. A

Of the slightly more :than |
2,000 Americans here, about

i

on the U.S. payroll. Of this.

per includes fewer than 200 *
CIA men, 75 Army “attaches,” *
150 Alr Force “attaches” and a ”z
30-mdn ' military advisory
group disguised as a “require- .|
ments office.” - !
It also includes pilots and '
crews of the so-called “CIA.
airlines” — Air America and "

Continental Airlines. The pilots -
average about $25,000 a year :
and,. in their view, more than
earn it. . oo A
IN ATTEMPTING to justify -y
|the American ' involvement,
{u.s. officials point out that: ']
only 26 Americans have been 1
killed in Laos since 1962. This ;%
{ figure obviously does not in-- ;
clude American airmen lost ;
over the Ho Chi Minh trail.
. Even'so, is Laos worth' that .
much? Most, Americans, here ¢

Mi"‘ 7 ,.l '-‘ e

STATINTL

1,100 are directly or indirectly |

number about 600 are actively !
engaged in the war. This num-.J *

!
A

v

i

|u.-»

think 50, But the idecisjon Isnot ! -
"f ‘::h;." l L

o Iyhpameratet
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By William J. Eaton
Of Our Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The White'

. House has revived concern
" about a credibility gap over
. the “secret war”’ in Laos by its

*belated confirmation that an

v Army captain was killed in a

. battle with North Vietnamese
. commandos early in 1969.
President Nixon said flatly

I in a Laotian “white paper’ on
*-Friday that ‘no American sta-
. tioned in Laos has ever been

" killed m ground combat oper-

' « ations.”

Deputy press secretary Ger-

*ald L. Warren Insists that the
. death of Capt. Joseph Bush
‘was not a result of ground
".combat,

BUSH, WHO was listed as an

" assistant military - attache in

"the U.S. embassy but served
as a military adviser to the
iRoyal Lao Army near the
'Plam of Jars, fired his M-16
‘rifle at the North Viemamtese
! attackers.

. A copyrighted story in the
Los Angeles Times sald he
_killed one raider before Com-
,mumst bullets nearly cut kim
. in hall.

‘" Yet the White House insisted
this was not *“ground combat
. operations because the Red.
attack occurred about 10 miles
from the main battle area.

tdrina)

L Ot PPl 12 [N ]

but acted to protect other:

Americans in the compound
Warren said.

THE PRESIDENT was not-

aware of Bush's death whenhe

made the statement that no
American stationed in Laos

had been killed in ground com-

bat, Warren said.

A White House official also
acknowledged for the first.
time that 26 American civil-.
lans have been killed or are :
missing as the result of “hos-
tile actions’’ in Laos,

These actions may have in- L
cluded Communist ambushes
and long-range artillery at- "\,;
tacks, he added. Some of these |

: . W ¥
.

“civilians” — most apparently
employed by the Central In-.
telligence Agency (CI —_
also may have been sfain after §

enemy fire downed U.S, heli- |

copters engaged in the Laotian
fighting.

Mr. Nixon’s statement —

background statements by

‘White House officials — may ||
give Democrats in Congress an | |
opportunity to attack the Nixon |-
‘administration’s credibility. r
A White House officlal |/
who declined to ‘be quoted by |:

name — said Friday that no

American military adviser to |
the Laotian armed forces had '

been killed in ground combat.

P AR

BT S LB AR Gk B

‘'were missing, as a resuit ofy
' U.S. bombing "and air-support |’
;| missions of Laotian forces |
+ since the war in Laos resumed

'+ phrases are regarded in Wash-

.|cret 'war” in the‘ landlocked

q
1
{
and the on-therecord and|{ - ..
j R N
i
{
I
[}
!
|
4

.abourt seven years ago.

Less than 50 of this total, the .

-official said, were civilians em-
ployed by the U.S. government
or by companies under contract
to the U.S. government. The

ington &s euphemisms for the

CIA—which is widely acknowi-[!
jedged to be . the American

"'agency responsible for the *se-
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leon admli's Yank died ]

in_hostile action in Laos ; |

By Tom Littlewood
Sun-Times Correspondent

MIAMI—The White House admitted official-- *
ly Sunday that an American Army officer was -
; killed by North Vietnamese commandos last
- year on the Plain of Jars in Laos. RN
But Gerald L. Warren, deputy news secres -
“tary, insisted President Nixon had not been
informed of the incident and was not deceiv-
ing the American people last Friday when He 3

S
o

PR et L I TR
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Story of U, S captam s dedth
Page 4.

ST Y

L Jssued a policy statement reporting that nu
“American stationed in Laos has ever been

:* killed in ground combat operations.

Z Mr. Nixon's spokesman said the mtement, i
& ctill stood. Warren considercd it important {.
that the military attache, or adviser, Capt. -
Joseph Bush, exchanged shots with the enemy
“in a Laotian compound .10 miles behind what' -

r, he described as Ihe "“expected line of .comv...

- bat."”

Guerrilla warfare throughout South Vlel-
“nam and neighboring Laos has not becn char- n
4 ,acterized by normaily defmed lmes of com~
-bar : r
y Capt. Bush's death ‘on’ Feb. 10, 1969, was ]’
;- discloséd Sunday in a story by freg¢ lance
;wmer Don A. Schanche in a.Los ngeles - *

Times story appearing ' on . .Page’ 4 of this .
" edition, ’
A Warren was questioned about the cncdxblllty
£ implications of the Bush story. shortly before | i
I'.the President concluded a restful weekend at ' 4
%, his Key Biscayne (Fla.) home. and ﬂew back” *
1, to Washington Sunday. . .. :.
~.Mter the story nppeared*

34 WA ey

/$

!
i
?
l
Y
I
¥

;'.

k.

ke g

]“
. : records.” According to his version, Capt.:?
C .3 ™ush was In his quarters in a command post . Q

wan;r Wlllq.*‘h;.a..u. R

. l

hite House made n rechicet of *'ageney 3 P

-npound when the North Vletnamose com- 4
«andos attacked. |

{ Defending others in the compmmd Capt

: Bush *“exposed himself to enemy fire and was ;1
thlled " the: doputy news sccretary related. -
’I’he captain did fire back before being hit,
W "ian en. sald. E

‘grs his death was the rcsult of “hostile ac-

2" 18nd bt “‘ground combat operations” In

e scnse that the President used: the term.
rarrett explained,

| Reporters were lnfmmod by White House :

+ dources that 25 Amcncan civili.ms have bccn

K|
\
. Because: the American was. dcfendlng oth- ‘
i
]
%
o3

ykilled or missing ln Lnoq bccnusc of am-'I

buthq, Jopge-range ‘artllery attacks, and oth-:
_ er hostile nction. Most of these are assumed
a um,nts of the Central Inte llnvence JApency act-
~fng in the guise of MIMETY advisers. .
Capt. Push thue becomes the first U.S.
1«mund comhnt soldier whose death in Laog lu
o Aidally recogmized, -
A high administration official, elabmatlng
'on Me. Nixon's Laos statement Friday, ex-’
plnim <l that approximately 400 American air-’
~men had been killed or reported missing in
- Laos operations, but none in ground combat,

_.’ Later, it was xald that the 400 figure lncluded o
+1~something.less than 50 civilians,,

*The administration official who endcavored 1

“.t0 intorpret the meaning of’ the - Prealdont'
Laos umtumcnt Wwould not be identified, %

o g s i A

]
v

i
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By Marilyn Bevger i
"Newsday Diplomatie Correspondent :
- The popular image of the CIA oper-)
“ative usually comes straight from the’
"movies: a slightly soiled trench coat, a
sturned-up collar, sunglasses. But i
Laos, at least, the reality is apt to bo
loss James Bond and more a clean-cut
{ollow in a sport shirt.

For ycars now, the Central Intelli-
) \gence Agency has played a covert Fole

L

+

in the twilight war of Laos. (Some call
it a nonwar in a noncountry.) .I':or
Y. years, the ageney's undercover activity
"fias been known, but its role has
* somewhat changed. ‘
In the more free-wheeling days,
; -,
y men, polarize political forces and even
" fill up money bags to buy votcs. Bl.lt
now, the CIA, through its agents in

. their sport shirts, apparently s train-:| tion’s dependence on the CIA ‘ulti-‘tion of Van
#.:~ing and equipping an army of Meo |-fmatcly lent some truth fo that.

" “{ribesmen. . .
. The f{fact that the “spics” or
“spooks” as they arc semi-affection-
.ately called in government lingo, are
involved in training an army, a job..

that might be expected to fall to the‘i

" Pentagon, is not entirely sinister. Ever

since the signing of the Geneva accords |

i 2 wle h( i ".» . .
in 1962, the U.S. has sought to main 1. ing huge sums from -a foreign power.

tain the fiction that it is abiding by the"
yules, and that means kecping out!
‘Amcrican troops. The last four Proesi- !
dents felt that the accords, which the;
“U.S. accuses Hanoi of being the first tor
violate, could best be rtestored if aps
pearances, at least, were observed,'.; .
Those within the government who;
are sympathetic to that view are
- deeply concerned about the current,
congressional uproar over U8, in-!
Jvolvement in Laos, They say that cond
gressional leaders, as well as tlg
members of the Scnate and House
committees dealing with the CIA::
armed services and appropriations,

have known for ycars what was going,
on in Laos, They say that the activity,
was funneled through the CIA not to!
keep it secret from the American,
people but rather 1o preserve the
- necessary facade - for ' international
diplomacy. - i
Of course, it was not “only for the.
sake of appearances that the CIA did!
*the job in the old days. In the Dulles~
“Twillea ora. when John Foster Dulles,

.
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there was the chance to set up strong- {

“ that he was not. The CIA was forever] .

_-lfennedy because of the Bay of Pigs, ‘ '
:J fiasco. In Laos, where Winthrop Brown ' Lo
ywas ambassador, the CIA was forced *

- STATINTL
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sued.

-
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arv of state and his brother, .
Allen headed the CIA, the agency h;.fl.
a relatively free hand, and in Laos, it

PUICTY IS TR

was seeret The U.S. started arming and train-

ing the Mco trihesmen as carly a3
“10960.. Yet it was the recent disclosure
did a lob more than gather intelligence that the U.S, was arming the Mceos,
and recruit local agents. tough -tnbszsmcn with a .pamculqr

It was in 10567 that the agency grudge against the North Vietnamese,
started exerting noticeable influence on that helped trigger 'the current uproar
ihe political affairs of that perennially‘t‘anamst U.s. achvghes in Le_aos. Many .
unscliled country. In an effort to dis- ' of tho_:z 1,Q40 Americans admitted to be
pel the apathy, dissension and lack of \‘«’prkmg in Laos scene reportedly are -
organization among the non- . with the tnhal_army. ) .
Communist Lao, the CIA apparently:  The army 18 headed by Mal. Cen.'..
‘helped organize the Committee forb Ehe Vang Pao, a Laotian military com~ .
Defense of National Intercsts. Ihe. . nder. 5o northeastern Laos who’

‘committee described itelf a5 a mass keeps his people in line by force of
ol wife .
ipo

'patrioti izati rather than a : .
"pmiltli(::t::f ?):\%‘t];'\:w\:‘}?:::'h favored  civil  Jeadership and also by having one ;
.gervice reforms and a “hard” line® for each of the four tribal areas. Th.e
iagainst. the Communist Pathot Lao. Mecos -have been successful in their
i The Communistis considered jts'have. become a significant thom in the.,
| members “lackeys” to American inter-side of Hanoi. It is believed that the.:
ests, and it appeared that the organiza-; North Vietnamese have made elimina-
g Pao and his trib&men'-'
‘one of the goals in their current I.ao—'_t
' tian offensive. LE
he CIA and how it grew in Laos is,.,
I an ironic way, almost-a- success.
tory which runs from the error of -

P

_The commitiee became the step-
ladder for a future Laotian leader who '
- was so closely tied to the CIA that he
“was known to its agents as “our boy.”"!5 .
\"That leader was Phoumi Nosavan. | trying lo set up a western-lype army -
*:. Phoumi was, by all reports, a patrio, With a military strong man in Phoumi :
who genuinely sought to develop the ,Nosavan to thg arming of a hxgh,ly abl.e
" country, but he was not above actept« guerrilla warrior,. Vang Po. What is:
' happening in Laos now, one informed
‘gource said, is what. should have .tcen'
done in Vietoam. .5 ... R i 3

B

I Phoumi was so valuable that the CIA |

. rigred the 1960 clection in his fnvor.‘l
. If Laotian politics were. confuscd,:
:'-'t‘hcre was something of a match within® e
! the American diplomati¢ ' community’ . - -
lin Laos. The ambassador was never, - ..
b sure that he was in charge of his éwn ' ">, i’
 mission, and in many cases. 'was sure |

. pushing for greater activism. Its agenis . '

f “free-wheeled it,” in the words of onoy,

informed  source, - and” engincered a! - ' o
coup. And then another one six .. - '
months later, o m

{ : Phoumi had begun to count on the l

CIA, which had chosen him over Sou-! '
vanna Phouma. But just when Phoumi ... .5 v 3
-really needed help, the CIA began feels .
ing a clampdown ordered by President / b

.h.n\; '
40 argue its cases thirough' chanmels,’ .
‘Qlficials say that.the' reins have beea: .

tizht ever since, . ..., . et ¢

. : g
[P T TR O N T N

. .
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battles beyond any expectation and . . .
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" Credibility ‘and Laos.

" Almost from the beginning of our involvement in South| ] ) B
' Vietnam, the J ohnson administration suffered from a'cred-| about 400 over the six years,-ncluding 193 individuals pre-.
" ibility gap. Partly it could not be helped; the military com-i sumed captured or listed as missing. E
" ynanders of a nation at war do not telegraph their punches.! Furthermore, said Mr. Nixon, and these are his words,
. But it resulted also in large part because of President: he has “no plans for introducing ground comnbat forces into
- Johnson’s penchant for secrecy and because he did not Laos.” - e _ :
take Congress into his confidence. *  This resort fo technicalities of language in an effort to

" 'This latter lack was perhaps most productive of all in' stay within the framework of fact may in the end set the,

* stretching the gap so far as the general public was con- Same kind of trap for Mr. Nixon as his predecessor set for

" cerned. Even some members of Congress who voted for himself. 1f what we are doing in Laos is the concern of the

‘the 1964 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, preeminently among, American people — and of course it is — why are Ameri-

them Sen. J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, chairman of - can newsmen barred from entering the combat zones?

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, claimed they had: - The Arnerican involvement, the ClAs. army of merce-

“been duped. : : . naries hired to fight the Communist Pathet Liao and now,

Since leaving office Johnson has claimed that the reason ‘presumably, the invading North Vietnamese, who are sup-
he asked for the Resolution, which authorized him to take posed to have 67,000 troops in the country, has been going

— , all steps necessary to prevent “aggression,” was that he, on for a long time. But under the terms of the Geneva

feared a declaration of war might project Red China into agreement we were not supposed to be there, so it was not

" the conflict. He has pointed out that certain treaties be-| admitted in Washington that we were.

_ tween China and North Vietnham might have'auto'matic,allyi In his message Mr. Nixon appealed to the Soviet Union
made China a combatant, whether it wished to be or not.; to use its good offices with Hanoi to refrain from aggravat-

i But, taking the former President at his word, the fact re- ing the situation. The record of such appeals with respect

' mains that the country as a whole did not realize the ex-. 10 South Vietnam is such that we can hardly rely on the
tent to which it had been comraitted until it had become an/ Russians to help us now. "Are we or are we not going to
accomplished fact. Then the din of protést rose louder and: fight to save Laos from the Communists, as we did in
louder -until finally Johnson was forced from office and his\ South’ Vietnam? That is the question that the President,
party lost the presidential election. B N{OOB??Z_Q{ later, must answer... ... '

¢ It would seem that, with his predecessor’s disaster so’| - k T

" freshly before him, and because of his own undisputed sa-

. gacity, President Nixon would take all steps necessary to-
avoid a credibility gap of his own with respect to Laos. Yet |
in some respects the Laos situation is worse than Vietnam |

- was in the beginning, some five years ago. . ]

~ lna 3,000-word statement issued Friday, Mr. Nixon said
reports that Americans are engaged in ground fighting 'and-{

that increased U.S. air combat in Laos is escalating that | ‘
conflict are ‘‘grossly inaccurate.” Yet the fact is that, re- | !
gardless of the degree of fighting or escalation, the Presi- | '

dent was officially confirming for the first time what has|

been an open secret for months — that Americans are|

fighting in Laos. - |
In a further obvious contradiction, Mr. Nixon declared! .
that, as evidence that Americans are not “‘directly” in-!

volved in combat operations, ‘‘no American stationed in!

Laos has ever been killed” in six years, by the enerny.
But at the same time the White House confirmed that|

. American. casyalties in the air over, Laos:have risen to
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" WAR IN THE LAND OF UNANGRY MEN :
~ 4_ T o AU SR
' aining Independence in 1933, Laos ’ States continued within the framework of
haf‘z%eught otﬁy-‘nb}‘)cul‘it}’- A writer once’ the Geneva Agreement to supply military *
“called the gentle, [riendly Laotians "the - equipr?le_natan'd supplies . . . and reconnais- -
¢ world's last unangry men." . "sance flights." . . :
'w%nfgrtunately, 'é"t.he country was given a  But there was more. U.S. advisers were . )\/
“front-row, center seat in Southeast Asia: .sent Into Laos. The Central Intelligence ‘
‘1.aos borders China, North and South .Agency financed the esta})llshment of a - 1 .
i Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Burma. .mercchary army of Meo tribesmen apd set 4
Despite international agreements signed in ;up headquarters in Long Cheng. 1
‘@eneva in 1954 and in 1962 which pro- i The Pentagon claims there are only 1,040 1
: elaimed its neutrality, Laos Is now the site of ' U.S. government employes living in Laos,
{ 2 war involving the United States and North | and asserts that none are military personnel.
'YVietnam, But many others commute (from Thailand) | \/
! 'Who s violating the Geneva accords, | and CIA men and former Green Berets have 1.
' North Vietnam or the United States? The  'been seen in action advising Laotian | ~
'answer, most observers agree, is both— ! commanders. Sen. Robert C. Byrd (P-W. ,
‘although hoth deny it. * i Va) recently said he had heard reports "that .
" The Geneva accord of 1962 was signed'by T American advisers are all but running the
{14 countries, including the United States |y, tian forces." ° R . .,
{and North Victnam. (The United States did Newspapermen swho slipped in unnoticed |
ot sign the 1954 agreement.) ler /| to the CIA_base at Long Cheng reported. v/
i ):I-‘hﬁ t%reattly sup:::éz% Im:rri:tt.irg;a# g(ogr 1. geelng armed Americans in civilian clothes..
i whic e three-m - : _ L
<N | trol Commission (Canada, India and Poland) . Even if ﬂ}j Ulllt‘t!g Staz‘esse}:'liz ngfcomgsa: .
-~ 'would enforce and observe the withdrawal |- troops ini ?055 I t? hp :ince e accord!
{ of "foreign military personnel" {rom Laos. . advisers is a violation, s s
"% The United Staies pulled out its advisers (. Specifies that the ban on foreign military
' bef ° the October p1962 deadline. More |©  personnel" includes "membeis of foreign!
: ﬂ? ore onth 1ater' the 1CC reported that. ' military missions, foreign military advisers, !
gonalljrrl Aiaonlllorth Vietnamese troops had filed -} .t(iacblt.\icia'r‘ls, ob;ervers e.. and ‘foreisn.
- past its checkpoint. Others slipped out; eivilians. o : i |
!.Is’::retlv. But in g]l, an estimated 10,000 were |- . The U.S. hombmg_ raids are ,__-als.o 1a o
¢ left behind, a clear violation. violation. They have two functions: in:
The Genéva Agreement also established a | southeaslern Laps, to hmder_lnfiltration by
tripartite government, representing factions { North Vietnam into South Vietnam, And in
of tha right, left and center. Neutralist | -northeastern Laos, to ald ILaotian=ttoops.
Prince Sou vanna Phouma headed the! North Vietnarr(\1 nm\; htals 6’17).00? gnop; ni(? lt;};z
"\ . o * eountry, according to the Pentagon,
v m\‘?‘k”‘i!&lir:etr}»\t-o years, it fell apart when the | taken over most of the fighting from the
four left-wing Pathet Lao representatives | -Fathet Laos. : s .
withdrew. Soon, the Pathet Lao guerrillas, | = For years, the United States, would not,
backed hy North Vietnamese troops, at--i “admit that it was bombing inside Lags. In
‘tackerd government-held positions. . "' December, President Nixon admitted, -that‘
The Pathet Laos were experienced fight- '{ the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos was being hit, } .
ers, having hattled right-wing Laotian forces | but only, he said, to strengthen the position
(financed hy the United States) throughout .| -of U.S. troops in South Vietnam. A
.the late 1930s. The Geneva Agreement of |". The United States justifies its aid ¢n the-
(11962& &3ernard Fall ng’t:r "Eg tlﬁapskal -_grouﬁxdls tls1at Premiei};i _So'.}\frannizé\l eqtusvségﬁ;
ivided as ever . ., but ‘wi ¢ key the help. Souvanna, self, sa as ek
difference. that the pro-Communist Laotian |:. that Ul.)S. assistance ;pas not a violation']
forces were 20 times Jarger and much better-: *' because the North Vietnamese troops en-]”
trained and equipped than in 1959." 1+ tered the country first. = . STy
The rebris soon captured the Plain of Jars [ Two wrongs have not made a right In Laos.;g
and threalened to cut off the administrative But they have helped make a war. 3
o~ apkal of Vientlans from the royal capital of | 3. L vt duati s TEFEVE BABVEY )

i+ In the spring of 1964, a State De art.menttv E .
ulletin says, Souvanna requested "addition- | ' L

Al U.S. military assistance,” and."the United
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. 616 Amemcans in Laos'?
Shades Of ‘ thnam.

©« STATINTL

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP8_Q-101601R00070(- ' -

NIANI, FLA. |
NEWS |

i
E

E - 93,538

Presxdent Nixon's™ weekend

nation’s growing concern that =

we are headed for another

Vietnam.

Even his appeal
leading nations of the 1962

Geneva conference, Britain and - -
the Soviet Union, for assistance . .
in settling the Laotian problem'.

did not go the whole route. A

number of concerned U.S.:
" including. Majority 5
- Leader Mike Mansfield, had ™
14-nation * '

Senators,

urged that the
conference be re-convened, but

the President’s request fell shOrt.-' '

of that proposal.
The fact is that the 1962

accords have-been broken freely '
by both North Vietnam and the

United States. Still, our bombing - - -
Minh'’ trail, -
through which North Vietham'

of the Ho Chi

infiltrates troops, and .about "

i

to the
.. involvement in the Plain of Jars -~
operation, for example, and in7

1,

~— }mxch Mr leon made S0 much ‘
.. -‘w&‘aﬁ iii “-‘

J;__have no plans for intfoducing |

‘for years, for good military |

. >, .government. There seems little
doubt, from eyewitness reports):‘»/‘lilxon thxs weekend e T
", .that ' -

,‘ military presence. He said there

:.-ment is 616,

“1959

-. increase ‘that ‘number to 4,000,
t> he replied that although .we were
i: increasing our assistance,. “we
 :have not sent combat troops in | .

“in h1s statement is not really at‘ .
statement on Laos went only a3 )
short way toward answering the -

~issue in the current debate. . -
- The trail has been bombed

reason, and without serious
complaint from the Senate,
- The issue is the extent of our.

protecting the existing Laotian ;

rather heavil

involved and that our airplanes i

. are being used extensively,
Nor did the President address

- himself to - ‘another challenge -

posed in the Senate, which was.

to state his. authority for'| ;
conductmg military operatxons

in Laos.

Mr. Nixon sounded less tham
‘candid in the carefully worded.
sentences he used to sum up our”

‘are no “American ground com-
“bat troops” in Laos, and that we.

“‘ground combat troops.” He said
* the number of Americans “direct-
ly employed” by ‘the U.S Gov--

It is chilling to recall that in '
there -were only 692
Amencan “military advisers” in
- South Vlctnam In 1962, when
President’ " Kennedy ' was
questnoned about his ‘plans to:

i the generally understood - sense;‘
% Of that word,”

. ! iﬁr &X.p}w

a'_

What the publnc ‘wants 0 >
- know today is our overall policy |
regarding Laos. Aside from our | .
“obvious interest. in the Ho Chi ;
Minh trall why are we operating
‘there and how deeply are wef
~committed to assist the Laotian
\ ‘government?

We had hoped for a better
explanatlon of ‘those larger
questions than we got from Mr.
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The Laos Scenario

Edgar Buell slept in his dust-soiled
clothes every night last week in Sam
Thong. Up there on the southwestern
rim of the Plain of Jars in Laos, Buell
cannot go to bed sure that war won't
suddenly land on his doorstep. “I've
been run out ninetecn times before,” he
explained. A stoic 57-year-old U.§. AID
worker, “Pop” Bucll has devoted the
past ten years to getting American relief
shipments to a region that switches own-
ership between the Communist Pathet
Lao and the U.S.-backed Royal Laotian
Government with the coming of just
about every dry season and the begin-
ning of each monsoon.

For the moment, the tumbledown out-
post at Sam Thong and its dirt airstrip
were still a score of miles away from the
vanguard of a Communist strike force of
some 6,000 North Vietnamese regulars.
But the Plain of Jars itself had already
fallen. And despite a heavy pounding
by the U.S. Air Force, including B-52
strategic bombers, the swiftness of the
determined Communist advance had
thrown the Laotian Government’s forces
into a rout.

What was even more unsettling was
that the North Vietnamese -who seized
the plain kept right on rolling. Muong
Soui, 25 miles west of the plain, was
quickly overrun, giving the Communists
control of Ilighway 7, the country’s main
east-west artery. Probing forces also cap-
tured the saw-toothed ridge of Phou
Kout, which has been dubbed Steel
Mountain by the Pathet Lao because
it has been bombed and shelled so often.
And Pathet Lao skirmishers in front of
the main North Vietnamese force were
spotted preparing for an altack on Long
Chieng, the not-so-sceret, CIA-financed

clandestindppiovetidForsRelease.
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM

-
Wounded Meco soldie

Yet not cven a flood of reports of seri-
ous government defeats succecded in
arousing Vientiane, the torpid little ad-

_ ministrative capital of Laos. And al- .

though Laotian Premier Souvanna Phou-
ma held a Cabinet meeting last week, the
commander in chief of the Royal Army,
Gen. Ouan Ratikhoun, disported him-
self on a tennis court. “The only time the
war comes to Vientiane,” yawned an In-
dian trader, “is when the Bangkok news-
papers come in on the afternoon plane.”

Rules: Drowsy Vientiane may bhe

right. This is because warfare in Laos
has always been conducted in accord- -

ance with rigid rules. Thus, if the Com-
munists follow their well-thumbed sce-
nario for dry-season offensives, they will
soon call a halt to regroup and resupply
their men. Then, by the customary
shooting script, the government should
counterattack soon after the monsoon
rains fall in June. Customarily, North
Vielnamese capture only the territory
they fecl they need to protect the Ho

Chi Minh Trail to South Vietnam. It is’
conceded that Hanoi, with 48,000 men *
in Laos, could quickly take over the en-
‘tire country—but does not do so to avoid

provoking a U.S. military response.
To the Nixon Administration, such an

r (left) and leveled Plain

Assoclated Press

iles change?

lation of the 1962 Gencva agreements on
Laos which bar the presence of foreign
fighting men. But then, U.S. denials are
not intended to fool the other side, be-
cause the Communists, who violate the
same agreements on a massive scale, are
not going to complain. -

The Administration’s refusal to come
clean is, however, stirring up trouble in
the U.S., where an angry Senate last
week protested that the President was
exceeding his constitutional authority by
double-talking the U.S. into another war
in Asia. “Laos has become an arena
for the repetition of the mistakes of our

" Vietnamese involvement,” charged Mary-
land’s GOP freshman Sen. Charles McC. -
Mathias Jr. And another Republican,
Sen. John Sherman Cooper of Kentucky,
may have set the Senate on a collision’
course with the White House by promising
amendments blocking all funds for Laos
—a measure that the majority of senators

+ may very well approve.

equalion of forces can only prompt wor-

ries that the Communists might have de-
veloped a new scenario that does not in-

clude halting their offensive. “If the |
Communists try to keep going, it be- -

comes another ball game,” a high official

in Washington warned. “And they are .

about at that point right now.”

That the U.S. is already deeply in-
volved militarily in Laos is, by now, no -
secret. Despite official protestations re- -
peated last weck by Defense Secretary -

Melvin Laird, the U.S, lost still more
credibility when newsmen managed to

netrate Long Chien d spotted at .
B0 4908404 AGIARBRB®OM601R000700050001-2
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|Nixon & That
Peath in Laos

ks

By WARREN HOGE .
N. Y.‘Posc Correspondent

\WASHINGTON ~ The
credibility of President
Nixon's word and . the

vaunted efficiency of his
staff have been shaken by
the disclosures of facts at
odds with his weckend
explanation of U.S. in-
volvement in Laos,

The White House said .
today the . President's
claim that no Americans
stationed in Laos had ever

been killed in ground
combat operations still"
stood, but Administration
spokesmen were obliged’
. to turn semantic tricks to
keep it on its feet,
Confirming a story in
the Los Angeles Times
. yesterday, press spokes-.
man Gerald Warren said a
U.S. military adviscr,
Capt. Joscph Bush, had
ybeen killed in Laos by
North Viethamese com-
;mandos in an assault on n,

command post in Febru-
-ary, 1969,
~ But, Warren said, his
; death did not constitute a
. combat fatality because it
‘occurred 10 miles behind -
*a line of combat.”
Bush, he continued, died

from “hostile action,” as .

- opposed to combat. Bush had
.grabbed a weapon and was
defending the compound
.command center against in-
vaders at the time he was
killed, a defensive act that
the White House argued
differed from the kind of.
aggressive act the word
“combat” connotes.

Warren, the deputy White
House press secretary, was
. standing in for Ronald Zieg-
,ler, who was {n the DBaha-
mas for Approvedcror.
Ziegler had spent most of
Thursday on the Whi_te

" terday

I:Ef.
wi
House telephone cncouraging -

reporters 't6 come to Key |progigent’s aides have

Biscayne to cover the Presi- i
dent's Laos statement, issued
by the Winter White House !
Friday. 'I

A large number of report-
ers responded to the bid and -

flew down to Florida with -

the I'resident  Thursday
night. They were on hand !
Friday for the statement. But .
they were also on hand yes-
for
aftermath. .
Warren made no effort to .
conceal the White House dis-
tress. The news story detail-
ing the circumstances of
Bush's death was brought to
the Administration’s atten-
tion In the early hours yes-
terday, and Ya number of

1
i
1

people” were contacted, he
sald.

A thorough check of all
records of Amerlcan person-
nel in Laos was ordered, It

turned up the account of -

Capt. Bush's death and docu-
mentation of the deaths
“from hostile action” of 24
civilian American officlals
and one American dependent
since July, 1962, Warren said.
He listed ambushes, hell-

copter crashes and long-range

artillery fire as among the
hostile actions that might
have accounted for thelr
deaths. He would not say if

ciated with the CIA, the U,

STATINTL

back. In earlier eplsodes, the
failed
to: ) . _
@ Discover the extenslve
financial dealings of Judge
Clement Haynsworth be-
fore sending his name -up
to the Oval Office asacan-
didate for the Supreme
Court.

upport a war that was
::;: ?uﬁ;mc_\'plulncd to them,
There is cvidence, howdver,
that the Administration has
been humbled by the latest
experience. Asked If the
White House was satisficd
now that it had rescarched
i and revealed all, Warren re-
+ plicd wearily, “I cannot stand’

the fumbling i

- time

gWarn him that the 1an-'{.yp here and flatly say thero
guage of his orignal r¢-'t are no more cases.”
nunclation of germ Ward [ ol ’
fare did ‘not clearly cover '
agents called toxins, which .
which ' make up a large
part of the U. 8. bacterls
ologieal warfare arsenal,

GTell him that the newly

. 'vocal consumer constitue

ency would not stand for
a part-time represeniotive
like Good Houskeeplng's
Willie Mae Rogers, Nixon's
first choice for the now
post now occupicd [lls
by Mrs. Virlginia
Knauer, *
g Uncover in advance the .
white supremacy speech.
and her raclally motiva
ated actions of his current
Supreme Court nomince,
Judge G. Harrold Carswell,
Sound out Capitol Hill *
critics of the Administra«
. tion's designated draft di. '
rector, Charles DiBona who
was dropped from conside '
ation after several key'
scnators objected to him,”

The latest oversight has

any of the 25 had been assVrcdibillty Damaged

governmental arm reporte
to be deeply Involved in the
Laotian conflict.

Nixon knew of the 26 cases
at the time he made his Laos
statement, Warren sald, But
the Chief Xxccntlve appar-
ently did not consider their
deaths the result of “ground |
comhat operations.””

Nixon, however, did not’
know of .Capt. Bush's death
until yesterday’s newspaper
account, Warren sald, The

highly

staff procedure 0
touted by Administration

spokesmen foundercd on thaté

one.

RUIRASR200M0RP 4 CIAROPBO-01

caught the President square
on his credibility, a particu-
larly vulnerable spot
Throughout the campaign,
Nixon scored former Presi-
dent Johnson for not leveling

‘with the people and in his

most recent statement on.
Vietnam, Nixon declared that
the American people..should
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N THE SUMMER OF 1968 the candldate Rich-

 cause which had already ruined a Presu:lent and
..began cautiously to talk about ending it.

iR

Ty He said he had a plan, but- ‘he 'prudently dxdn’tﬂ

vexpound it. He was versed in the endless verdicts ot’
- history that wars are easier to’
i start than to end. The American
people were also getting thlS idea,.”
i and they were willing to give Mr.”"
"Nixon a chance, since his oppo-_-f;.‘
“nent was (0o little and too late .
. with a like promise. "
.“ On taking office, Mr. leon dis-
‘ covered the war contajined unfore-
: seen problems, but he rode a wave.

S of suspended ]udgment while he probed the optlon,j

-as we like 10 say.
The national demand for a solutlon and the)

"

: ’Presxdent’s only partly disclosed solution, almost:

: CIA-RDP80-01601

o
" The War Chan ,if

5
1
4
i

Remame the Same

~:' o "
’Gk.

i3 [in the Mideast today.

sl ‘One of the problems now bedevxlmg Mr. leon‘
7y ;| dies in Laos, a feudal kingdom adjacent to the Vlet-‘
linames, The North Vietnamese are taking advantagé, S
i | of geography to-infiltrate Laos as a-hedge against|
‘whatever mdy occur duung contmued Amencang )

STATINTL

I
’ t
ard Nixon sensed the Vietnam war was a lost_. THL QUALXFICAT{ON iy impor ant ber'ause,

though the word ‘‘peace” is still. curtent, neither’
\ the President nor anyone else can eetaolhh that;
‘| American disengagement would brmg "peace" to
southeast Asia. -

t For wars,. as they proceed whelp pr oblems in,

down. The problems emerge at war's end, or in a
[“year or two, and we have all seenit, and are secing 1t

.withdrawals. 7
The Centrz}éptelllgence Agency follows lts

'bent in fomenta 7, and in'committing Americant

forces in Laos, thus making “policy” which Mr. Nix-

_collided during the demonstrations last fall, but hkeﬂ on was scheduled to discuss over the week-end. Buti-

za highway sideswipe which misses, the Presmlent

s .righted the machine with some token mthdrawals
{His phrase-makers hit on two rather limp concepts;
. in .extenuation’ of delay, called the silent majonty
and Vxetnamxzatlon .

* % %

THE FIRST PRESUMED a .mass support ‘of the!

Nixon Vietnam plan which was 1op shy to talk
labout it, and the ‘second was ‘a self-dlssolvmg cones
 cept; that i is, it offered no solid promise of a solutlon,
n ‘and time was bound to erode it. - . - '

'r Yet during the winter Washm;,ton observel‘;
{ thought the President bore 8 charmed life — the

)

[Whatever plans the President had went their routine
way, and congressional critics were unable {0 mar-
"shal & united front. Senator Muskie might complain !
/that at the Nixon rate of withdrawa] the war would

no ‘matter what “policy” the President has enunciat-|
\ed the Laos problem remains for him and for all of,
jus immense, since the. CIA, and not he, controls lt
‘ Mr. Nixon cannot treat it w1th candor,

Candor is not a byproduct of faraway wars oﬂ‘
'adventure, in which a Nation with-a bad conscience;
idoesn’t know what it's doing, or how what it does:
|mzaly involve it further. In the aggregate, such blind
'dabblings’in history are at least-as perniclous to the‘

‘human condition as naked aggression, ;*, .

| Ll Pl.‘ﬁh IR d
bt ?ﬁu: ‘ﬁlf-‘ }\ld.n s o .9!‘. ];,,939,. MJJ:M i wu&f MA“"

B0 on for years, but both’ the President and' thel

'.doubters managed to juggle unresolved ideas which
‘had little. bearing-on the’ physical lssue 'of “wan - o,
, peace (for the Amerlczms)

‘3 PPTRRVE™ NI )*{-\-M ry. *
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RELF.NTLESSI.Y. almost  at  will,
Communist North Victnamese and
Pathet Lao troops advanced last week
against Laotian government forces. As
they swept forward, concern mounted
among U.S. oflicials. On Capitol Hill,
critics of the U.S. involvement in South-
cast Asia protested  that Washington
seemed to be plunging deeper into Lios
just as it was pulling back from Vict
Nani—though of course the U.S. com-
mitment in Viet Nam is incomparably
larger. The Administration denied the
charges. but the evidence appeared (o
confirm them (see hox following page).
Fomilior Pattern. U.S. support, how-

from their easy victorics on the Plain’
of Jars, the Communists took Xicng’

Khouang, then moved south and cast to--

ward the government position at Muong
Soui. When Communist guns neutral-
ized Muong Soui’s airstrip, making re-
inforcement impossible, the 100-man
government garrison pulled out under
cover of darkness.

Few observers in the slecpy little gov-
ernment —capital of Vientiane had ex-
pected, the Plain, which has changed
hands (rcpéatcdly for years, to be held
in the'face of a determined Communist
~ttack. There was good reason for their
Hanoi has 50,000 troops in
Laos, some 16,000 around the Plain,

o, f
1.4 A,%‘ff, X
:v‘? ‘L‘JD" ) “’v

SN R
A L e
“ ;‘?.\!.“4: b

- Long Cheng,

ﬁTHET ACi TROOPS WITH BAZOOKAS
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Laos: Deeper Into the Other

and the Pathet Lao have another 50,0005
the government, by contrast, has a to-
tal of 63,000 regulars and another 10,000
Mco guerrillas under General Vang Pao.

What alarmed U.S. oflicials was the
possibility that this time the Communist
forces might not be satisficd with the
usual gains, 1n the past, the war has
had a special, almost ritualistic quality,
with Communist and government forces
swapping occupancy of the Plain of
Jars and refraining from probing deep-
cr into territory generally conceded to
the foe. Now, however, there is con-

secrn that the Communists might change
. the naturc of the war by changing the
cver, proved inadequate Jast week. Fresh .

old secsaw pattern. They could do so
by moving west and culting the road
link between Vicntiane and the royal

“capital of Luangprabang, or by driving

south against a pair of other targets.

A Look at Long Cheng. These were
Sam Thong, headquarters for the uU.s.
aid operation in northern Laos, and
a top-secret, ClA-supporte
base for guerrilla opcrations against the
Communists. Sam Thong, which serves
as a center for refugee assistance as
well as standard aid programs, has oc.
casionally been opencd to  mews-
men. Long Cheng, however, remained
sealed until last week, when TIME

Stringer Timothy Allman, a LIFE corres
pondent, and a French reporter paid -

AR Ry e <
AR P T 3
by «*‘m'ﬂ:gﬁﬁ‘.‘ﬂﬁ( i

ar

an unauthorized visit, Allman’s report:
After strolling 15 kilometers along
the U.S.-built dirt road that links Sam
‘Thong and Long Cheng, the three of
us were picked up by a Jeepload
of Mco troopers and driven the rest of
the way to CiA-land. They assumed, of
course, that we were agency men-—no
one ¢lse is allowed in, The first sight in
. Long Cheng was cncouraging: a bar-
‘bershop with a sign reading “Welcome.”

Five years ago, the valley was de-
serted; now American money and of-
ficials have created a town of 40,000
people dedicated to war. We saw Amer-
‘icans in civilian clothes working on air-
craft cngines, taxiing unmarked T-28
fighter-bombers up .and down the run-
way and teaching Asians the art of en-
gine maintcnance. Although Asians
—presumably Laotians and Thais—fly
thc T-28s, Americans fly rescuc hel-
jcopters bearing U.S. markings, one of

Jwhich always has its rotors turning in
readiness for a rescuc mission. As we
watched, U.S. aircraft took off and land-
‘ed at 60-sccond intervals.

At last we were discovered. An an-
gry Laotian coloncl ordered us into his
Jeep. Soon afterward a khaki-clad CIA
man appeared, scized the Frcnch cor-
respondent’s notcbooks, then left to
“make arrangements for our departure.

Finally, a light aircraft arrived bearing
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. ! Committes = on NBC's Meet the Press pro-- -

. g subcommittes - Chairman~ Stuart Symi)
“LD:Mo.; charges it would be misleading.;
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- PrsipENT NIXON'S state- . Sen, Manslleld and Sen, Fulbright share the
ment on Laos has fucled new -~ view that peace never will return to Southeast
debato about American Ine " Asia until American military forces leave.
volvement in the wars in Viets " Sen. Mansficld argues -the entire area ‘-’
nam and Laos. ‘ " Vietham, Lnos, Cambodia and Thailand — |
It has provided Admidistra- ..should he ncutralized. He contends it must he,”
tion critics with another open- . done thru the Parls conference to which he™
Ing to question its credibility - thinks President Nixon ‘should send & high-)
and to demand that the United - ranking representative, : o
States should “withdraw from .
-all of Southeast Asia lock, .y

N e, e e Mgy vl

m}ﬂ%«m- s

tock and barrel, Including bases."

; nited States: '

3
. ‘ § _ “I think the presence of the United States in 4
¥ te{?\]/zil:io:t:g:pne]s?:nxagcggg%‘;gé%hrﬁeaﬁig?g - (Southeast Asia) is the greatest Incitement to}
e by Senate Democratic Leader Mike Mansfield » ‘t,}‘ o mdlff-lcult;gsthth% aff(llio;tt}t\at pﬁ;t]: { the
: , : Joworld L . . e Unite ates should ever
3-of Montanaﬁ w;ho has ipl-ayc';l(_)at X‘aj‘;‘; m,le‘.i“v.:,..-remove its presence, I think these people could s
i recent weeks in warning about America's in~ "‘-‘SON qut thelr difficulties. - ] i

1 illa army of Mao trihesimen in Laos. 3
" Sen. Mansfield sald *we are wp to our’

./ necks™ n Laos and “over our heads™ in Viet- - ‘gcona’ And when we intruded Into that area -

,nam. ' - @s8°the French were getting out in 1954 — I
.. -He was jolned In his concern about Southeast " think we simply prolonged the war which
* Asia by another long-standing critic of the - started out as a colonlal war and then a civil "

e

efore the United States ever appeared on the,

I bright, D-Ark., of the Sénato Forelgn Relations . an International war." ' .

4 , Both senators were skeptical about Mr, Nix-,?
. gram, - ' » on’s Vietnamization program. Sen. Fulbright?
~_ Sen. Fulbright sald the President did not ' argues it {s “a basic policy . . . (for) the pro-:

glve all the facts'on Lags, especially about the ! “longation of the war in Vietnam and Laos In<}
-heavy Involvement of the CIA which organs-. definitely.”. : 4

ywith “an enormous outlay of funds that do not - pects American troops to be withdrawn over~"

~appeat in any appropriation bill” — the guer-, ‘night, but both think they should come home’
; Filla army of Meo tcibesmen in Laos. “ faster than now planned. A questioner remind- :
- : ‘-ed Sen. Fulbright that President Johnson-had-
;‘LBOTH senators made It clear that they, and' " offered to get out within six months after the
2others of the same view, would continue to : War stopped and asked the senator: “Can you,

“They did it for a couple of thousand years ,

Sen, Fulbright's version of extr-'icatlin'g the-)

"-. -'\ ke '

- Vietnam War .— Chairman J, Willlam Ful-;“ war and ‘now we are Involved and it s really* -

¢

;lzed, trained, equipped and commanded —" Neithor Sens, Mansfield not Fulbright ex-

“insist upon the public release of testimony se. . offer them (the communists) anything be@'telf-j _

geretly given the Senate Foreign Relations sub-. *¢han that?"

ycommittees on Laos. Secretary of State Wil- <. Sen. Fulbright, whom Mr..Johnsm': has blt-—i,

iliam P. Rogers thus far has refused to release. . terly . criticized. in his recent TV appearances,’
janything except a version so censored that . responded: “I, don’tthink President Johnson's!
gton,:: “statement -had’' much credibility, either abroad:

)
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=™ : By TEDKNAP . © 1 have mo response for you on that,” he
Beripps-Howard Statl Writer = “yeplied. . . ,‘
- President. Nixon was embroiled in his first ** Mr. Nixon had said Friday there: are no
;.OI‘;OUS credibility problem today by insisting :“".‘America“ ground combat troops in Laos and,

O

jthet 27 Americans killed or missing “in hostile " he had “'no plans” to introduce any. - Sy ._
acion” ,onthe ground in Laos were not killed ... 1o had reported that there were 1,040 Amer-i .
3 zp/grﬁund combat operations.”™ - .- feans in Laos, 320 of whom are engaged in|

¢+ 't was something Mr. Nixon had tried hard = military advisory or military training of Lao-;
10 avoid, contending as he had that a credibili- .‘tian povernment forces. The White House said}
<y gap had led to tho political downfall of for- 228 of the 320 are military personnel, . .0 )
“mer President Lyndon B, Johason. .~/ " A White House spokesman - also told news-|

‘White House confirmation -yesterday that : men Friday that nearly 400 Amerlcans werel

. i . i d " killed or missing .in the air war over. Laos,
ﬁct:}f):c?x?su?ead\;/ai: di?dliag:exsletﬁ%g l?o”’{me : Chiefly” interdicting North Vietnamese move-|

doubts about other parts of Mr. Nixon’s .‘Er‘gday“l,'f. ment of ‘troops and supples on the Ho Chi:

_report to the nation on Laos,. * * 7 1“?1‘Minh‘ trail into South' Vietnam. The spokesman’

bé"NomAlrr:ierican sta‘tiionedbh: Laosuhas g\{ﬁr {.'had said no American adviser had been kitled.:;

¢n killed in ground combat operations,”’ the |. ) Y

- Presdencsatodn atrepart. e The e Ko B ot hos]

.inBythth:: Sesxtur:tngm; neg:pta %c::ewﬁrg“gﬁ’\pg:s.mile action had been former U.S. military per«

) been f:illed.b.y enemyymacr?ir;e gunrfjire Feb. 11, |;: fonnel employed by the CIA in what for six |

. 1669, during a North Vietnamese raid on a I YCArs had been a clandestine operation, . - . ]
~ Laotian command post at the edge of the plain

;. *Mr: Warren said he could not state positivelyy . .
e L B 0 O e v M6 on e
e 1 : cbate over. on [.-er. than: Capt. Bush had been . on - the’
¢ growing debate over:Ldos On | vyind_ in, Laos, but that & thoro check indicat:

i

L .g U . Laos, bt atl
| ied e was e ohlyione i i A
o o E .

“Report on th
- Page 19, )

e e

" of Jars. Capt. Bush had been an adviser to the v
. Royal Lao art”.ery which had been sghelling¥
, communist troup concentrations in that com—fi :

‘bat area in northern Laos. .

! Deputy White Housc Press Secretary Ger-ald.ﬁi
*L, Warren described the action yesterday: -

;  *Capt. Bush was in his quarters inacom—‘.
i pound 10 miles to the rear of the expected line-
‘of contact with' the engmy when North Viet<
'pamese commandos attacked the compound..
: He took action immediately to attempt tog
“protect other persons in the compaund, and by-,
; taking such action he exposed himslel to ene-+
. my fire and was killed.” o g
¢ Mr. Warien confirmed that Capt. Bush’s:

- . Loe
' T

T :
-quarters were in the Laotian command post- YR e
.and that he fired his own weapon during the R Lt
attack. Mr. Warren said Capt. Bush was- h ¥ m\-‘v’ S

; killed in “'hostile action.” A
.~ In answer to newsmen"s questions, the-
“White House said 26 other Americans had :
* been killed or are missing in hostile action in Mo
. Laos. A spokesman said 25 were civilians and 7
. ¢ne was a dependent, . Rl
*" The spokesman, who cannot be Identified un-y -
‘der the ground rules imposed by the White}
" House, said they were the victims of such ac-
1 tions as enemy ambushes, artillery fire and
-Jand mines. . . .- . "o
. The spokesman insisted, however, they were:!
. not victims of “ground combat operations,™4 .
.according to the White House definition, He

o

did not explain the distinction. . -
S : Mr, Warren said the President had notd -
" . known of Capt. Bush's death when he issued !
his extensive report on Laos, but he sald the
-President had been informed about the 26'3 ,
civilians killed or missing in hostile actlon,. .14 - i
“Is the. president disturbed that this has’ -

‘raised & credibility. " Mg g R
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An Accountmg Falls to Choke Off Laos Criticism_

‘FrROM WASHING'I‘ON, DC

No American -.combat - troops -are -in- -
Laos and there’s no intention of sending
any in.

That's the essence of Presideht Mixon’s

. declaration last week of U.S, policy in

Laos. The unusual 3,000-word statement
was prompted by rising congressional

criticism, questions, fears, and politicking'

over the course of U.S. actlons in the Com-
munist-threatened Kkingdom in Southeast

" Asia.
The Chief Executive acknowledged that '

American air attacks in Laos hacd been..

expanded to help counter the Communists. -

It was official confirmation of well-pub-
licized fact.

The President’s statement sald parts -
of Laos were now occupied by 67,000 North

Vietnamese, compared with 1040 Ameri-.
cans In the whole country. It sald 646 of =
these Americans were engaged in military -

or logistics activities.
No Americans have been killed in Laos

In combat operations on the ground, Mr.
Nixon sald. A high White House official

followed the statement with an explana-.
- tion that about 400 Americans had been

killed or were missing in the air war. Pre-
vious officlal statements about Laos had

-reported that 193 airmen were missing,

and conceded a military role inside the

' country only to the 70 Americans on the .
staff of the U.8. military attache in Vien-
P

Ay ooy il i

LHAAAL PP P

Mr. Nzxon s Explanation

tlane the Laotlan admlnistrative capital, .

“The President said American alr at- -
tacks were primarily aimed at keeping.
tNorth Vietnamese war. material- from’
reaching South Vietnam over the Ho Cht
Minh Trail through Laos. He said addi-
tional missions were being flown to assist-
the Laotlan army against Laotian-Com-
munist and North Vietnamese troops.

These missions were flown at the re-
_quest of the Laotian government, and the
. level of the alr attacks ‘‘has been in-
creased only as the number of North Viet-

‘namese In Laos and the level of thelr ag-

gression has increased,” Mr. Nixon said.
The number of North Vietnamese in Laos
~has grown by 13,000 In the past year, he
-vhoted.

*  Mr. Nixon said he hoped Britain and

"Russia might be able to help restore peace *
‘in Laos by rounding up assistance from
the other 12 countries that signed a 1962 -

- agreement that was supposed to ensure

the neutrality and independence of Laos. '

-

B T L

]
1

i' ;

[
. Laos at the request of the Laotian govern-‘
- ment.

Vletnam started with just that kind of air{
wSupport,” he sald. Sen. John Sherman

Cooper called for the immediate wtth-!

drawal of all American civilian and mili- ;
tary personnel ‘‘engaged in air strikes or‘
any other combat activity”’ in Laos. The
- Kentucky Republican said he feared their‘
. presence in Laos would lead to greater,
American involvement. }

Senate critics of the Laotian involve-
ment were almost as upset at the secrecy.
|, which hitherto surrounded it as they were:
“over the fightlng itself. They have been
campaigning since autumn for the Admin-
i{stration to make public the contents of.
" briefings on Laos it had given privately
to senators.

The secret briefings contained little
that had not been reported from other:
.sources in the press: accounts of Amer-
ican air raids in support of Laotian forces’
that are paid, armed, transported, and:

But he sald settling the war would mostly - sometimes controlled by American mili-,

“‘require realism and reasonableness Irom
Hanol.”

The President’s statement issued from
Key Biscayne, Fla., where he was stay-
ing over the week end, falled to tamp
down congressional crlticlsm of his Lao-’
.tian policy. Ben. Jacob Javits, New York’
Republican, said he was concerned about
the United States supplylng air cover. to

.

/ Communist’’

- tary advisers assigned to the Central In-
“telligence Agency (CIA). This involv
-ment was common Medge for a long"
time, and the secrecy surrounding it was
apparently meant to spare Laotian Prime-
Minister Souvanna Phouma from embar-’
rassment over these violations of the
1962 agreement.

Souvanna Phouma seemed unembar-'
rassed however. He told newsmen last
‘Week that “the entire country will become’
without the American air
raids. “I think the United States should.
agree to increase the ald we have re-!
celved and which we need,” he said. !

The outcry over Laos began last month’
when Communist forces chased Laotian
troops and thelr American advisers from'
I-the Plain of Jars in northern Laos, No!
significant fighting was reported in the:
kingdom last week, though the war in.
" words “continued unabated here half the

worldiaway, . |
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’ CIA Role in Mws ﬁs Cwed

began with a few American there is little President Nixon"
could do about it, . "

Sen. J. W, Fulbright (D-Ark)

.sald yesterday that he was sur-

prised to learn from sccrot

estimony of large unbudgeted.
‘American spending and the

extent of Central Intelligence
Agency involvement in Laos,
The chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
appeared ‘on the NBC televi-
slon program, “Meet ‘the

headed by Sen. Stuart Syming-
ton (D-Mo.), which several gen-
ﬁto" have urged be mnde pub
()
Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont:) said
on the CBS program, “Face
the Nation,” he helleved there
was .a ‘good possibility of
reaching agreement with the
Nixon . administration to, re-
lease part of the 1ranscript
President Nixon has said the
United States has 1,040 per-
sonnel on the ground in Laos
assisting Laotian forces in'the
fight against North Vietnam-
ese troops."’A number of sena:
tors fear Laos could. become)]
unother Vietnam war. whlch‘

Press.” He referred to testi-|’
-{mony given .a subcommittee

“1ground forces into Laos.

*over Laos if ,l_t wiphed and

advisers present,

 Approved For Release 2001403 04a76|1A-RDP80-01601R0007580500F4-2
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Mathias said in a television.

Both Mansfleld and Ful interview on WMAL-TV that®

bright, longtime eritics of the

personnel: should be with-
drawn from Laos, but that the
United States should continue

the North Vietnamese have 50,2
Vietnam war, said American 000 troops in Laos. He sal d~‘

“They have the options in, |
Laos, That's a variable -over-,

to try ‘to block Ho, Chi Minh which we have no control, and

trail supply routes in Laes

to South Vietnam.

Mansfleld sald he did not
believe the independence of
Laos was worth loss of Ameri-
can lives. He said he belleved
the President would not send

Both Mansfield and- Ful:
bright said the Vietnamization
potley of turning the war over
to South Vietnam would not
end the fighting. This can’ be
done.only’ by a diplomatic set-
tiement, they said. Mansfield
urged that-a high ranking ne.
gotiator: be sent’ to the Paris
peace talks on Vietnam to re-
place Henry Cabot Lodge, who
resigned three months ago.

Meanwhile, Sen, Charles
McC. Mathias (R-Md.), said the
enemy . ‘probably could - take

with ,an army ‘of -that size,if it

i were' released, I suspect.that ...
leading from North Vletnam they could m'. the country.
SRR BUNRUUUNIEL Sh- IO SO RIS LS L
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A F'istéﬂbﬁgﬁWhem the War BeginsinLaos |
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g o7 Uy Jack Foiste Ut saf Tmay be the base camp ifl?r ‘are described by authorities
";:,‘ Co Los Angeles Times . = l"‘q se‘;?n.?r]\mt‘ 'osgﬁcif,}\ 'rz;:eg aa. as volunteers, but it wa’s
** KALONG, Laos, March 8 —, This s "« :;llpls? toa h%‘deouts fgom %JhFeh learned that the unit includes’ i
™! - where the war In central Laos begtns. - ";;rth%y can visually observe enc-] both impressed villagers and [ :
;- Here in barren scrubland there is a ,/| my movements on the Ho Chi! Communist "Pathet Lao d?" o
* rustle fort the size of a football field, In- &1 e o B ooy _ | serters. . R ] ;
?.“‘sido. its defenses llve 150 government S nes lite units . " The troops arve armed wilh ; ;
¥ militia men, 10 wives, 28 children, one .7, itpde t: te units are ct the hest U8, sifle, but at the .‘
‘¥ \water buffalo, 13 chickens, four pigs and -, ! (él:iuhs r,ncnaoxflc“waa L s(qgrr:?:ni/ oment their favorite weap: ) ) .
* a caged dwarf deer ~ “ntelligence Agchey .who, In {00 Was a slingshot, They were ; ‘
' Three miles to the east is the nearest ; gence ! iyL 'dls |Jaunching ‘rocks. to stun liz- )
*outpost of the North Vielnamese army, .. g‘:‘l's‘g dc;;zesbasre AID mission |ards in the trees. - A
i‘.’rwcnty miles to the east is a main trail ;¢ Sivilian empl'os;ees. | Marricd men -with families .

<of the infiltration route the enemy .uses }?i:]‘ 1y llive in straw hootches on two ';
— ;._."-‘lo-reach South Vietnam.: | "These government pguerril- )

""" Despite the proximity of ‘the foe and "]las, as a sign of pride, wear sides of the perimeter, with

#+-the constant patrolling by .both sides, - 8 distinctive insignia when in {their fighting positions out-

s . 3 ’ single’ .
e e e conact Toceny | he rar ares, One uen i e I G LGt
o lavatt adﬁ?fnt}:‘se av(:)rtwﬁ?::n;ne of * 1soldier here, The presence of'|The lack of a woman’s touc-'.li o .
":“sa.nd, was] woas ambushed. There were-, {elaborate radio ‘equipment in-|is apparent. , o Ty
X Jis patro St was alties, but the officer.  -1side the fort also strengthens:| The perimeter defense is a, B
b ﬁg\c'lelx;.nergctr:) sgy Ll‘mow many. SN thie 'iposslbility_l of its secret'l mix of m(;)dern ‘Algwricaar} ewo:;: , ST
L Sp this is not like the -war farther‘f;:-" mission, ‘ ‘pons an a%'ﬁ-o‘ imeb:rbed' B
kY is making headlines, Here the .’ — S _uprote_ctlon, ere .is \ T :
1\ gg;tol:ugl;tmi‘ces 'api;’ea" o be like 4wo 4T The U.S. presence is hcre‘ﬂWire’ but also ro»:ls( _ot.s'zltlﬁrp‘;; S
¥'poxers circling and feinting, waiting™or “h other ways. An army.offi-"’“ed pamb_oo ;; ess.l A EB IR ;
3" an-opening. And perhaps the rival com;_ .| cor visits the camp- periodl-']a"e it;ltP w';’ist a(l,:() 215 hangl v
. manders have a taclt undgx_‘standing “Ot;‘-,.\-zl"cally “to hear our problems,”: umination, . s ,
£ %o gight for a while. Such arrangements” % {ho’ Lao staif ofticer said;jthat Will rattle if the enemyj R
£~ 2re not unknown in Laos. . . .. ‘:"iAnd the ammunition. comesibreaches the wire, There arel . . - "
5:‘:1 There -is. the 'possibu“'y that, Kalqng directly' from the Un ite d‘mines to .be detonated elec- L o R
;»despite its languid -appearance, fexves &, . States, Mortar shells in cases!, | .yv byt -also homemade] el
’ E‘W:.mgm.amw»{mwwf%ww bear markings indicating they! ' on ook
h , - % - lwere produced.last year,  jbooby traps, _ ' P
"o . et T L For most‘droops here, t'o-ﬂ The unit in the camp is/, SR §
cx' ot w7 lday was a day for sleep, atheadquarters company of ;
.00 .7 ibath at a stream two ' miles{Volunteer 'Battallon. 33. ‘Four'i: .
4. tiw, - [away, and scrounging foriother companies of the same,’ P
Gl =" - |food to supplement their-rice pattalion are in similar com-|- -
diet. Lot 7 Cpounds mearby.. . . i ..,
- | One young trooper ‘had a| fThere is supporting artillery’ =~ .. ool
_|snare attached to a long pole'at another location and allied’ ‘ Lok
, . |and was trying to catch crick-igirpower can be = overhead |
g =% |ets. Another soldier was feed-iwithin' 30 minutes, according; . . . C
" |ing the deer he had trapped,ito the staff officer. If under ‘ ST
v fattening it for a feast. - |night attack, thé troops have T
‘Most of the militia men’ are|filled beer cans with oil and] = . s
- Iboyish-looking and:several -ad’iwill .light them to point the

ted to being only 13, Th

heyiway to the helicopter landing!. o _:' o -,‘.i[
“itapea, if .reinforcements be-| © - L

T i’»"’-"" ,I:'M .l,‘m LRI
L come necessary. ' .

" As we left by helicopter in . R
mid-afternoon, a bamboo gong| - . o b
as belng beaten in the camp. A
fIt was-time for the men of R ;
" Kalong to’forego, their homey . .- ‘

-  Jaking tasks' and get back tof” S
., sollepingig Sl R
» ..: 1 ":"“ ‘-v , i !
r :». ) " l‘
7 . ' . l
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?A . BY Laurence Storn .+, 2 'The only visible scars here
3 Washtnrton rour‘nnlanenlre .mf the war are the pathetic

y VIENTIANE, Laos, March 8—The war
sthat has caused a new pitch af political
-concern in Washington is being shrugged
‘at here with a languor that befits the
capuals Asian-Gallic tradition. ‘ito the bombs, shrapnel and
A banner beside the swimming pool +dire,

lat the Lang Xuan Hotel, chief encamp- i President’ Nixonsstatement
'ment of the journalistic logxon that has: -on Laos did liftle to alter the
‘landed here { ese past two weeks, pro- ]sense of deja vu.in Vientiane
‘claims a “grand soiree de gala for the.i'or to raise .any new expecta-
profit of the Laotian chlldren and -vie-,: tions for settlement of the war
'Ums of the war.” ST ““that .has ground a see-saw
! The event is “undci the high patron..''course through this primitive
age of his excellency Prince Souvanna jcountry for more than two
{Phouma,” and two International Rotary ‘decades.

iCludb flags dangle from each side of thek, Forgetting the ethnie, tribal
.+ and personalistic -nuances,
| Beside the shaded outdoor bar where’ 't which could #ill books, the is-
‘Lowenbrau and citron presse are served,: lsues as seen from Vientiane
fthere is another sign warning children: .’can be stated in stark form.
not to play violently around the pool. North Vietnamese and Pa-
|. The war, which Is centered about 50'%thet Lao objectives in the cur-
. rent offensive seem to be
'boost to the bar and carhire businesses :.threefold:
‘as well as the taxi girls and other forms' |' ® A halt In the Amerlcan
jof nlght ‘life, such as they are. - . 'fbnmbmgs along -the Ho Chi
{ It is not far-fetched, as one resident ‘Minh Trail and its Communist

“jrefugees of the hombing in the
jcombat zones who have heen

1rcseltled in Vientiane after
. losing homes and loved ones

philosopher put it, to assert that the. two staglng arcas in the northeast. |

Jprincipal sourcesof national income at: !
ithe moment ara»opium and ‘press.. rl'.elc-‘1
graph tol ‘;' 1L 8y -vz.qi;,,.:.“ ".."gm' 1.

‘¢ Establishment of a coali-
tion government in Vientiane:
that the Communists consider
friendlier .to their jnterests
both in Laos and. South Viet—
nam,

|boundaries of control that cor-
respond roughly to the 1961
battle lines, toward which the
Communists are now driving.

Nothing in the President’s
Imessage on Laos intimated
that the Nixon administration
1is prepared to make conces-
l«ions in any of these direc-
tions.

Similarly, Prince Sou\anna
jThouma’s statement Friday
4that he has no objections to.
- INorth Vietnamese .use of the

{Ho Chi Minh' Trail : through
.. |'Laos, is viewed as‘more concil:
iatory on the ,aumc i it

T

\%emmne Is Stirred Little "
B y. Incr eused Pam of War

¥

|ever in the past six years, The’

¢ Restoration ' of terrltorial )

voIt 1'5 the American mmtary
command in Saigon and not
Souvanna. who controls the
massive bombing runs over
the trall that the North Viet-
namese want stopped.

In asking the North Viet-
namese to desist from their
dry-scason offensive in ocx-
change " for his. averting his
eyes from the infiltration, the
Laotian premier would seem
to be asking.for something in
‘exchange for nothing, as expe-
rienced observers here see it.

And so-the prospect, at least
as it looks from here, is for
more of the same within the
limited framework in which
the Laotian war has ebbed

Last summer the CIA-organ-
ized government army of Gen,|
Vang Pao surged further into?
Communist territory, both in;
the Plain of Jars and toward.
the infiltration corridor, than|

tempo of American bombing
in Laos also cscalated beyond
any previous level,

. Now_ the North Vletnamese
counter offensive s expected
to .go beyond any point
that the Communists
have reached in Laos since

halt'well short of the capital. |

And so, in‘the privately ex-
pressed view of American offi-
cials and'veteran diplomatic
observers from other coun-
tries that joined in the 1962

immediate prospect for dimi-
nution of the U.S. role in'the
long-festering. Laotian war. - .
Curiously, President Nixon's
figures for the number of
Americans ‘either in the direct
employ - of the U.S, govern-
ment or working under con-
tract"here ~- 1,040 — is about;
23 “per cent’ higher ‘than * the}

‘number: of 830 given by U:S.{

LK)
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i8 [officials in Vlentlane until’ the ‘

and flowed through the years.}”

1961, though it will probably

‘Geneva accords, there 'is no|-

STATINTL

.-;
, vy
Another numbrr in the'
President’s  statement  that

caused some puzzlement here
was the 67,000 troops that he.
sald Hanol has introduced into”
Laos, Until then the highest
number given by any Ameri-
can spokesman in Vientiane
for the North Victnamese
presence was 50,000,

Perhaps the most arrestinz
symhol of at least the short<
range ' American. posture in:
Laos can be found in an AID,
compound four miles from the
center of town. .

There a $50,000 Olympic-,
sized swimming pool is
being - built for U.S. govern-
ment families. It is expecied;

) 'l ‘
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Iio Waqlmwton Merry-Gn-Rouml‘

By Jack Anderson

A Soviet Intelligence agent,
eaught in a serfous act of espl-
onage, has been permitted to
remain in the United States,

He is Oleg D. Kalugin, for-
merly a Tass news correspond-
ent, now second secretary at
the Soviet Embassy, who be-
came entangled in a web of es-
pionage and romance,
~ His undercover actlvities in
this country are known to the
FBI. But only the State De-
partment knows the reason he
is still here. Other spies
cauglit in the act have been
declared persona non grata
and have b on given 48 hours
to leave the country. .
handsome, lotharxan
Kalugin took over from a fel-
low spy, Nikolai Kapsov, who
had been cultlvating a Greek
for undercover
work in the United States.

The immigrant, John Mak-

" {rls, had worked for a time as a
{United Nations intern and,
Jeventually, had ventured into
{business,
1rough time keeping out of the
Jred.

He was having a

To the Russians, Makris
scemed a good prospect for re-
cruitment as an agent, and Ka-

‘tor | Kraknikovich,”

L B

lugin moved in to closethe:
ideal, Assuming the name *Vie-
he ._cop-'

Kalugln €X-~

Cloak and Dagger

Over the next two years, Ka-
Jugin paid Makris $12,000, Fol-
lowing elaborate rendezvous
plans and ever on the lookout
for I'BI agents, the pair met in
hotel lobbies, restaurants, a
Greenwich Village bookstore
and at various spots in the
Bronx.*

They discussed a number of
plans. First, Makris was to In-
filtrate anti-Castro groups in
New York "~ and-‘ Nicaragua.
Later he was to move to Wash-
ington and set up a business
as a front, then travel around
the country -as a - "bagman,”
distributing money to Soviet
agents, '

But one by one, each new
conspiracy fell apart out of
confuslon nnd exaggerated
caution, -

At one point, Kalugin {n.
structed Makris to cultivate a
secretary in the FBI's Manhat-
tan office. Kalugin wanted in-
formation on FBI surveillance
procedures. Specitically,
wanted to know what cars the
FBI agents drove and where
they were garaged, . : -

he/|

When Makris bad, won tho_

girl's * confidence, the plan
called for Kalugin'to appéar.
He would romance the lady
while his wife tended thg
‘Thome {ireg in their apartment.

Katugin also offered Makris
$15,000 to plant his own Amer-
ican girlfriend Inside the State
Department, The girl agreed,
applied for a job and was in-
terviewed, '

Russian Romeo

There was only one hitch in
Kalugin's quasi-bigamous op-
erations: - Makris and both
girls were working under FBI
direction.

When the aﬂair_had gone
far enough, the U.S. told the
Soviets to keep their Russian
Romeo on a tighter leash.
Strangely, however, he was
not asked to leave the country.

He resldes today in a non-
deseript apartment building
Just four blocks inside the Dis.
triet of Columbia line. It is an
unnoticeable location, a thor:
oughly middle-class habitat in
a thoroughly middle-class
neighborhood. :

Kalugin. comes and- goes
without hindrance, swallowed
up in the bustle of big-city
life. He and his wife, said one
neighbor, “keep very much to
themselves." <" Residents and

visitora .. to. .

"{President Nixon's desk, claims

Smywi Spy Allowed to Remain in U.S.

tacted Makris,
plained he was a friend of Ni-
kolai's and wanted to help
Makris with his buslness ven-
tures.

building go about thelr busl-
ness -in a routine manner, .
They know nothing of the spy
who residea within,

But for those fow who know
the truth about Oleg Kalugin, -

PRYNNPE N PRI

there is a vagug feeling of ..

heing watched.

Intelligenee Notes.
A secrct staf{f study, now on ’

that Israel can hold her own
against the Arab threat with. -
out more planes from the
United States . .

time, intelligence -

fighters; fighter-bombers, antls
aircraft artillery and missiles, !
and the latest electronic-detec- .
tion equipment . P
The B-52 strlke agalnst the .
North Vietnamese on the-
Plain of Jars was urged by G.

. At the same -
reports »7,
warn that Russia is preparing =}
to send ‘Egypt advanced jet 3

N
Ve ta

Kk T

e

McMurtrie Godley, the Amerl.
can Ambassador to Laos. Be-y
cause this was an escalation of |

cision after consulting with

the Laotian war, President) - ;
Nixon personally made the de- 3\/

the National Security Council.’;
The big B-52s were ordered to? i
blast' the North Vietnamese "
field headquarters.” But bher
bombing, apparently, didn't:
even slow the assault upon thc
qtrategic plain. : E

A

the '/ PP“"P“’P‘ .1970, Ball-MoGjury gradiseter 3

,ﬁd

.....
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U.S. Admits' E
:Death, Denies

‘Combat Role

? .

> By Don Irwin !
! Los Angcles Times . 1
{ KEY BISCAYNE, Tla,

“.March 8—The White House

THE WASHTNGTON POST

STATINT

4 The 26 persons in 'addition_’“;
Warren sald officlal records+it, Push listed as !kmed'-"i
report that: “Capt. Bush, on'lthrough enemy actions Welky

. - i ficure of 200 persons
in his quarters in a compound:i_ug‘,:ose deaths officials said Fri-

the night of the.incldent, was | said to have been included in.

! confirmed today that a U.5.110 miles to the rear of the e"‘-“ﬁday had occurred in Laos but’

. Army captain was killed b¥inected line of contact” with ot iy

“hostile action on the ground In;
- L.aos in February, 1969, but de-
' pied that the death resulted

the enemy. ' LA
When North . Vietnamese' 1

"combat ot

ground combat. The iy
dication at that time was thalt*
all had-died as the result ofs
accidents in aird

“from “ground combat opera- commandos attacked the com- [ planes or helicopters. i

' tions.” pound, Warren said, Bushl |

No occasion arose to put di!

Gerald 1. Warren, deputyittook . action immediately to.,..rect questions about’the Bush,

3,\-\’hite House press Secretary,
“snid a thorough check of
? agency records verificd a Los
“Angeles Times story that action,
* Capt. Joseph K. Bush Jr, had enemy fire and was killed.”
“heen killed by encmy fire at 8 “He was engaged in military’;
¢ f.omm;m: q?\‘.’;t Bl:xill‘)mw?msﬁggti operations; he was a military.]
jines _but salc LU ‘attache,” Warren said. “Did he»*

' then in a “combat operation.” .,/ , |
7 At the same timep an admin. fire 8 gun?” asked a newsmari;'

 istration source discloscd that referring to a statement i“uthe"f

26 other Americans—25 civil- Times account that Bush hag':" y
jans and one dependent of a'killed a’ North Vietnamesg«?

try to protect the others in the.s
compound and, by taking such®,
exposed himself to '

) noon and. fl

\dent ended a threeday workd

case to Mr. “Nixon. The Pres‘i‘-j
'ing weekend here. this'after

ew
Rt A

;.‘civilian—-had died in Laos
"from what was described as
!hestile action. Warren said he
‘did not know whether there
-are more cascs like Bush's but
ithat “there may be.” :

i A newsman askcd whethet
;President Nixon did not feat
';-that he had created a credibil-
Mty gap with his assertion Iri-
" day in his statement'on Laos
vthat “no Amecrican slationed

iin Laos has ever been killed in|"

{ground combat operations.”
{  “I have no response for you
»on that,” Warren replied.

7. Warren said that Mr. Nixon
rhad not known when he issued
} his statement that an Army of-
ificer was included with 26 ci-
« vilians
t whose deaths were ascribed by
¢ the Pentagon to hostile action

{ but not to combat. The Presi-:

.dent - did ‘know that - such

ANy
; deaths had occurred, Warren Wwere civilians, the sources:;

s said. )
On whether Bush’s case was
{ known to officials who helped
i prepare Mr. Nixon's state.
ment, Warren noted that he
+had said that “the records
+were thoroughly checked” but
went no further. -
Warren sald it-was assumed
[from available records that
Bush, whom he described as a
military atiache, was stationed
in lLaos. Iven so0, he main:
tained, the President's state-
ment on casualties in Laos
‘was correet hecause Bush was
s“not killed in ground combat
toper, rove ckaiore

H

{been xeceiving combat, pays. iz

{took action,” Warren repliéd-?"*

among - Americans' sources, narrowing down an

was killed by automatic weap-.';f)
-ons fire, - S
“When he was attacked, he '

~
EER LY

“He fired a gun to protect thexy ~ - o oot
others in the compound. .. In L .
our definition of combat, he -
was protecting persons under
attack.” - X 2w S
Warren refused to” discuss ¢
on the record the number of !
other Americans who‘-had died
through -“'enemy 'action” that |
was not “combat.” -
The figure of 26 was pro-i -
'-_duced by White Houé_,e-:"

ws!

‘estimate of fewer than 50 that | .
was supplied to newsmen Fris~
day. While all except Bush's
vsaid, some may have died inm' : EIET
| Hostile action is construe‘cl"f‘%.
to cover casualties in circums ! SRR
stances other than direct comweri " e
bat, including ambushes, lonjg'-';-é ‘ [
range artillery fire and mines., y .
Twenty-five of these victims»? P
were described as US. clviliany -~ 00
officlals or civillan employecs.a S
of . government contractorss . e
' Sources were unable ‘to state.’ '
whether any were military,

personnel who . had ,resmm_ed_‘.-‘q , . oo

{in ground incidents.. . i@ Coe ;:_." e

o

iCentral Intelligence Agencyy i

.with his' M6 rifle before he-j .o T

pack.to Way o

1

1 coppmi orye gl L
inot ﬁo“? whether Bushm;éggﬂmbmm;'w 'Rp ' 80-01601R000’70005®01-2
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hBy Matthew V., Storin
Glebe Staff

; .
} KEY BISCAYNE, Fla, —
A book written last year by
\/Joqeph C. Goulden on the
11964 Gulf of Tonkin inci-
ident made the case that the
¢ Johnson administration
stated a phony attack by
North Vietnamese

‘for increased U.S. combat

. Vietnam.
Goulden called the book {.
"Truth Is the First Casual-
)ty ”

Richard M. Nixon indi- i
.tcated here this weekend !
;the extent of his concern:
that such a book not be
i written about his adminis-
, tration.
. In Laos there has been’
'fno question about the role';
of the North Vnetnamese.
{They have been'sweeping

ipowerfully across the ‘

no rthern Plalneu deu

NEWS ANALYSIS

gun=,
'boats to provide a vehicle .

0STON, Amp,ve IE Release 2001/03/04 CBSI'RUNS'O. 0160

.
1

| Preendem strives to avoid .y

“credibility gap

not be involved in a fur~ |tary Ronald L. Ziegler was |
ther discussion of these, 1 Lencountering a barrage of '
daily questions concerning
Last week, under the in= . l
ten:; preszure of news re- reports that U.S. civilians, '
ports from Laos and ques- ’apparently Centha_lntelh-
tioning speeches from Con=- gence Agency. people, were
gress, the President decid=- nvolved in ground combat
ed more information would "‘0peratzons.
be in the public interest —
and no doubt in his own,

i

On Wednesday Ziegler |
‘was indicating that there

1 statement giving a *precise . 'dential statement on Laos,
i description of our -current at least through the week- ..
. actxvmes in Laos.” It in- '! end, but Thursday morning -
i cluded a concession that air | the press secretary called.
| strikes have been made by | White. House correspon-~. '
the U.S. in defense of Lao- "dents, urging that if they

most direct admission to|cormpany the, President:
date that the US. violates' here they should reconsid-
'the 1962 Geneva Accords; er. -

i in response to the viola=’ When the statement
tions by the North Viet- came, it was a comprehpn.

namese. 'sive one. And a briefing'

‘ that followed was respon-‘
1 sive to virtually all ques~'
tions from newsmen. The'

‘briefing was conducted by 3

',
i

The Presldent made' a
1 somewhat self-conscious’
pomt of saying he could .
have revealed these facts

Jarres, threatening the ex-
‘istence of the neutralist
government of Prime Min=

"ister Souvanna Phouma,

v

The question in Laos has

* been: What is the U.S.
‘doing? President Nixon,
‘had never denied that

‘Americans might be in-:

‘volved beyond the degree
which he publicly admitted’
‘— bombing of the Ho Chi
._M.inh Trail, air reconnaise.
.‘sance in the north and log-.
istical support for Laotmn,
ground troops.

e
£

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

[ -
r

The President alluded in 1

the past to “some other ac-
tivities"” |

% season in Laos produced a

___presidential aides wunder'

earher without causing a ground rules that they not.
| political problem for him- be quoted directly and be !
self. He said that the mili- 'referred to only as “Whlte‘
tary sctivities in Laos had House officials.”
been initiated by the Ken=; ‘This is standard proce=’,
, nedy and Johnson admin='dure for - briefings which !
istrations and only contin= provide background !or'
ued by his administration. . prcmdentml statements,

But of course any Presi-, Among the items cove’
‘dent would prefer not to. "ercd in the briefing were:
detail a military involve-!! ® A tacit admission that |
ment when it could remain”'the air strikes in the north’
‘out of the public eye. That Violate the Geneva accords.
would apply no matter ® Relatively precise fig-.
‘who initiated the involve-
ment. ' '

But once the cur'rent dry|

U.S. airmen in Laos, about *
‘200 killed over six yearu
and an equal number eap-

tured or mxsaing. v

o v u..ut. ,..hanMT ‘Cm.am

, renewed Communist offen- . “
| sive, the’ public — 'by:
means of a Vietnam-shy,

Cong: ess ~= began: rnisinz*

the public. interent would_l

He issued a 1300-word.l ,were no plans for a presi- |

* military men and civilians,

tian forces in the north, the “were not planning to ac- ‘K

4

urgs on casualties 'among ‘. .

WR%SOQOMMIG4' CIA RDP80-01601

over Laos!

UN POPULAR THOUGHT .

L

® A tacit admission that:
the U.S. has increased its-
combat in Laos in response
to the North Vietnamese.

All of these statements,’
even in the paraphrasing:
required by the ground-:
.rules, were potentially!
troublesome politically for.
the administration.

So was the Presxdent‘n
_statement that 320 US.:

.are serving as military ad-!
‘visers (and the more pre-f
cise disclosure at the brief«
ing that the civilians total 1,_
92 men).
|- The impression is left A
“that virtually all the civil- j i
iians are CIA. personnel, not :
:partlcularly a popular i
'thought in domestic. politie
cal circles. 4
Much of this resemblea
the early days of U.S. in-;
volvement in Vietnam, But,
iadministration officials, -
‘even while admitting that
ithe Communists probably
can overrun Laos, tell
‘newsmen it is not likely "

% Uthat the President would

“change his announced ine"
.tention not ' to introduce
. ground combat troops into
“ that country. '

This :is a mlhtary and ”,4
i diplomatic problem that,
* still faces President Nixon ;.
- with  potential polmcal
danger. .

But what he nppeam to.
“have attempted in Florida’
. this weekend is to avoid

n‘

1% making truth the first cass/ ‘: -
M L" ‘L"tyu -.'h u&o’-ﬁ _w‘w .\.»-me

R000700050001 2
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By lan Wright
Special from the Manchester Guardian -

VIENTIANE, Laos — As wheeling buzzards
{ traditionally signify the coming demise of al
| traveler, so the descent of the world's press.
l on Vientiane invariably precedes new reports:
! that Laos is on its last legs. i
*  But it has been happening at least annually!
+ for 12 years and happily Laos is still with us.
This year it was the inevitable fall of the
! Plain of Jars 10 days ago that caused the
‘ furor, Word pictures were painted of thou-

-

|
?
|

CHIC O DAILY
SUIl-TINES
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Fortunately Vientlané ifSelf, more village , )
than capital city, Is the 1a=t.place to encour- || It is far from proved that last June, when -
age hysteria, On the i “smmunists at- { Vang Pao'’s fortunes were at a low ebb, the |
tacked Xieng Khou-' <rip the prime ; Communists were going to break the rules of *
minister played bric;: usual and few hwhat passes for warfare in Laos and were |
people slept less secure in their beds. ! planning to take over the country, .

In spite of the diplomatic moves Prince. Happily. the Americans scemed to have
Souvanna Phouma has promised — he 'speaks}. managed to extract Vang Pao from his ad- /
. : ' ‘ venture without too serious losses. The evac- :

sands of Communists in tanks and lorries: © S
[ dragging heavy artillery pouring toward the about a reconvening of the Geneva conference
strategic plain. But the truth is less dramat- on Laos — there Is a basic pessimism that

Xieng Khouang airfield no more than four settled. RN

hundred North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao' The Laotians would dearly like to-detach
troops were involved, their civil war from: thn: greater ¢onflict and
'lk It looks as if the Americans and the Royal | they believe, rightly i :iink, that it could be
¢ Lao government have certainly withdrawn soon settled. But unfortunately, thanks to U.S,

; Gen. Vang Pao's men as the Communists ap-  policy during the last nine months, they have -

- proached. .

: “They are much more valuable than ter-
| ritory” remarked an American official.

] When Muong Soui fell late last month, part-

I3

| ly through an error of timing, hardly a shot

was fired.
l As things stand militarily, this clvil war is
{ back where it was last June. The main differ-
, ence is that the North Vietnamese have three
"months of dry weather ahead of them and no’

F one knows what they intend to do,
" bilities of attack. The most attractive would
[ be to harass Vang Pao in his headquarters at
" Long Gheng and even try to take it; they

| could move. south toward Paksane on the Me-

:kong River cutting their country in two, or
I they may choose to march west to occupy old
* positions at Vang Vieng on the road between
} Vientiane and the royal capital Luang Pra-
i bang.

¢ MOVES IN ANY of these directions would
- begin to confirm the worst American fears,
- But most diplomats here, nurtured on the
; Jong-held theory that there must always be a
! balance in Laos, doubt that the North Viet-
# namese will take any big risks. They may.
. simply stay guarding the approaches to the
‘Plain and restock with supplies they lost to
1 Vang Pao last September, .
! Of course, Pathet Lao and North Vietnam.
i ese activity will’go on in other parts of the
+ country, most of which s In their hands any-
i way. The pgovernment controls the towns
- along the Mekong and often even the roads

!} cal Maoist situation with the Pathet Lao pros-

They appear to have three main possi- -

which link them. In many ways it is a classi-

become more seriously embroiled than ever
- before. .
It seems to have begun -scon after the

;bombing of North Vietnam ended. The U.S.-
Air Force and Navy had spare capacity and, .
as plans for an American troop pullout from .

South Vietnam proceeded, the bombing of
North Vietnamese supply routes — the Ho Chi
Minh trails —
-increased,

‘namese were also *‘going for broke' in the

" Laotian clvil war the Americans also greatly

stepped up bombing in northern Laos.
They now argue that these fears were real
and that last June it looked as if Vang Pao

and his so-called secret army — CJA-train
*and always the main shield against the Nort

- Vietnamese -~ was on the point of being de-

.stroyed. The Americans reacted with more
- bombing and an unprecedented series of ‘at-
tacks by Vang Pao across the Plain of Jars in
September followed by probing of the tralls in
the southeast with elements of the Royal Lao
Army. -

is now represented as very much a military

right, admit “any time you want to stir up
- the North Vietnamese, start advancing on the
trail or across the Plain of Jars.” .

The net result now seems to be an escala-
Ition that has infuriated the North Vietnamese

ISR FATELVEIN PR
- ,fmg‘.‘.’.‘.ﬁﬁ'l%%éum;:;'-m.-&.‘.-;.-.« }a‘u

%ﬁh?é wmwggm

running through Eastg:,m Laos’

This offensive, which has led {o the, present.
Lao withdrawals and excitement in the press, |
affair thought up by Vang Pao. American offi--
cials privately claim that it was “to buy time '
with territory’ but others, perhaps more forthe,

uations of the last month culminating In the’

and well planned. Some diplomatic sources |
‘here suggest that Washington had as much to ,

namese hordes,

The Nixon administration Is facing increas- 4
Ing embarrassment over its Laos policy. The ‘
Vang ‘Pao adventure together with the une- !
difying- spectacle of the hundreds of tons of t
Americaw bombs which fall on unwarlike '

stalemate in .Vietnam than of the realities
here. ‘ : H
. Certainly ‘the United States has a com-

{mitment (45 have the other signatories) to

! prop up Laos, but these sorts of actions are
! tearing the country apart.

REACTING TO FEARS that the North Viet-:

IN A-WAY Laos is the Achilles heel of both
the Americans and the North Vietnamese.

‘While the battle in the South goes on, nel-
tther is going to agree to ncutralization and'

here always will-be the wemptation to deal a

" to reduce its options, and American action in-
. the last nine months suggests the Nixon ad-;

1 niinistration has heen using them to the full

! == perhaps unwisely,

i* Vietnamization offers no letup to Laos ele
‘ther: As more Americans pull out of the
r South the bombing will have to continue.

. The Laotians, one of the most gentle people’
{on Earth, will remain hopelessly caught in
‘ the middle. Unlike the Vietnamese they have
no ideological stake in the war and both Lao-.
tian sides contend that without the North Viet-

|.
presence:

‘namese or without the American
“they could settle their differences.
* The Laotians will continue to suffer as they

. have for centuries because of their geograph-

. fcal position locked between Chinese, Viets

| namese, and the rest of Indochina.

| Prince Souvanna Phouma will no doubt con-
f tinue to call on the Great Powers, becoming

D L PR Y 57 com neves cnte

L At e S
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Jdc: In the final stages of the taking of the jnothing can be done until the Vietnam war Is . ; Pull-out from the Plain of Jars were orderly !

. stealthy blow. Neither cide is willingly going:. -

do with them as did the advancing North Viet- { |

Laos every day is more a reflection of the | |

%

!

{
\
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VIENTIANE Laos — Everyone in Vien-

i g

 tiane, from the Russian ambassador to the

mama-san of the legendary White Rose,
knows what the Americans are doing here—
arming, training, supplying, transporting and
directing approximately 70,000 Laotian troops
in a war which threatens to get out of hand.

Neveriheless, U.S. officials here do things
like allowing Gen. Vang Pao to declare
recently, before a sizable contingent of vis-
;. iting journalists, that his Meo forces fight.-
with antiquated weapons, inadequate commu- -
nications and inconscquential Amencan sup-
port.

As he was speakm;{, American F-4 Phan-
tom jets roared overhead, several American
observation planes were parked nearby and
three cargo-inden American transporf planes .
landed in quick successian at his official Sam -
Thong basc.

After denying he even received indirect
-U.S. military .support,

ter, guarded by Laotian "troops carrying
American-made M-16 automatic rifles, and
was flown back to his secret Long Cheng
¢ headquarters by a three-man American crew.

} Vang Pao and official verbiage notwith- "
standing, American involvement in the Lao-
“tian conflict takes the following principal
rms: in addition to 75 military advisers list-

e e

employed in a varlety of ‘clandestine military

" telligence Agency. Although tcchuically civil-

" fans, many CIA agents,in Laos arc former

: Specxal Forces soldiars recruited because of
% military expertise and Vietnam expe! rience

M

THESE EX-GREEN BERETS train govern- .
ment troops, assist ‘wide-range reconnais-
i sance teams and plan guerrilla and psys-
“-chological warfore operations, They wear
combat fatigues and work out of thres main -
camps, where they administer rigorous traln-ig
. ing In jungle warfare, guerrilla tactlcs. com- it
. mumications handling and' weaponry

g

Approved For Release 2%@%
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: Vang Pao calmly |
climbed into an unmarked American helicop- .

i ed as embassy “attaches,” about 300 men are -.

,lactwmes supervised by ‘the Central In- |

o PR e ] 5

DAILY

;time troops.

Official instructions to the contrary, CIA
personnel occaslonally accompany these
forces on combat forays. More than 20 agents

' { have been killed in Laos.

“These guys are tigers,” says an American
personally acquainted with many CIA agents
in Laos. “They’re tough, intelligent guys who

STATINTL

"“The CIA also maintains and largely coutmls !
:.Vang Pao’s army of approximately 15,000 full

\Perhaps but whdt happens whei” a ‘litife
war threatens to escalate into a huge ngl} one
like Vietnam?

{ A top embassy official in Vzentmne Arguns: -
\I*“There is no chance of turning this inty aireth-
1er Vistnam. We know the mistakes made in
~iVictnam and we have no intention of 1epant-
ling- them. Hanoi understands our  positien
Ihere. We seek no wider war.”,'

know how to handle themselves. They're not
afraid to mix it up out’in the jungle.”.

"The American s a civilian engineer who

'Dggg it sound familiar? _,

Ad Lt A

.»h"fucnded many agénts while helping to build

| “wirstrips on several of thelr remote outposts,
“fhey came to Laos because they were fed
.tys-with having their hands tled.in Victnam," ';

be says, “Here they’re doing things the way
they want to and getting hetter pay for it aﬂ

w JL"

«'The CIA mission chief in Laos is Lawrence
vDevlm listed as a “political ofticer” in the?
U.S. Embassy. Unlike most political officers, ,
however, Devltn flatly refuses to seo 1epmt-

y

Mﬂéw-&

ers, 4

, CARGO AND MILITARY supplies — ag? :
" well as personiel £ are ferried thmughout .
Laos by Air Aracrica rnd Contineatal Air Ser-
vices, private charter fivms uader contract to"
“ th¢ U.8. government, 'they arc hetter lnown -
ag the “‘CIA Alriines,” and most of thelr pilo*q
ave ex-Air Force officers. "
.. Another form of American alr SGIViLe int
Laos constitutes the most | direct U.S. in-,-

volvement In the fighting, Under the -euphe-~
, ll'libﬂl of "armcd rccomlalssunce flights." ;

]
'Ihalland pased American jets and bonsbels
have mounted aerial bombardments equal to.
the pounding taken by North Vietnam prior to
the hombing halt in 1968

U.S. DFI‘IFIALS hele stress that Amer 1cqn
meney and manpower expenditures in LdO‘i{
‘are minuscule compared.fo those in Vietnam,

Washington -3 spending about $30 hillion ink
Vietnam and has lost almost 40,000 service:

jmen theee, Less than 200 U.S, penmmel -
;mostly alrmen — have been killed in Laos,

A small contlict’ fought by volunteery may}

EF{’D‘F’%!f)"6“?!5&?)‘i‘fgooo7ooosooo1 -2
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Nixon’s appeal to Britain and the Soviet
Union for help in dealing with the situation
in Laos. ~

The two nations arc cochairmen of the 1962
Geneva accord, guaranteeing Laotian neutrality.
But that accord has been repeatedly abridged
by a number of parties, including the United
States; and it does not stir any deep reverence
- In Southeast Asia. -

Britain has no appreciable influcnce either in
Vientiane or Hanoi; and though the Soviet
Union has influence in Hanoi, it is unlikely to

“exercise it in a way that will be helpful to {he

American position.

The best hope for a stabilization of the situa-
tion in Laos lies, not in Anglo-Soviet interven-
tion, but in the restraint which Hanoi might
consider it in its own interests to exercise,

There is little doubt that Communist troops
could push on, if Banoi wanted them to, beyond
the Plaine des Jarres to the royal capital of
Luang Prabang or the administrative capital
of Vientiane. )

But there would be no advantage for the
Communists in seizing those cities and toppling
the neutralist government of Souvanna Phou.
ma; and the disadvantages would L numerous,
Apart from the lengthened supply and com-
munication lines and the danger of attack from
Thailand, the move into western Laos would
be unpopular in Southeast Asia and would
lose Hanoi some friends.

The Communists, in any case, have never
pushed much beyond the Plaine des Jarres
before, and they may decide to stay put now.
Their course of action, in_any case, is not

: ET IS difficult to be optimistic about President

country.

e

lrnler 2en B oo i
_izely in Laos

likely to be altered by action from London or”

Moscow. .

President Nixon's statement on the Laotian
situation was, on the whole, unsatisfying. It
contained a number of assertions which were
correct in themselves but which gave a mis-
leading rather than an accurate picture of the
situation, _

The President acknowledged for the first
time that the Urited States has been flying

combat support missions in Laos. But he made .

no mention of the special army of Meo tribes-
men, which has been organized, paid, supplied,
guided and masterminded by the United States,
through its Central ;m]ligencc Agency,

It was that army, with {ransportation and
combat support from U. §. planes, which seized
the Plaine des Jares from the Communists late
last summer, at a time when the United States
was saying very little about the Geneva agree-
ment and the principle of neutrality.

™70 report on Laos without describing the

costly and extensive efforts of the CIA in
that country is to leave out the largest part of
the story, »

It is also small comfort for the President’
to report that “no American stationed in Laos
has ever heen killed in ground combat opera-
tions” wien there have been nearly 400 casual-
ties In the air war and 400 planes have been
lost.

that he is not planning any escalation of the?

- war in Laos. We would be even more pleased !

if he would announce a deescalation, hoth m’
our official and unofficial activities in thati

We are pleased to have the President say'\f

/
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Communist stronghoid on

the plain, Another Ameri i-,
o Can army  captain  was

. -u

= So‘-'

TOP SECRET CASUALTY

: 48
Ul .I

5. O

BY DON.

Capt. Joseph Bush, an American
. Army adviser to the Royal Army of
‘Laos, was Kkilled by North Vietna- -
_~.mese soldiers in ground combat at
© Muong Soui, on the western edge of -
the Plain of Jars, on Ieb. 11, 1969:
Before he was almost cut in hall by
enemy automatic weapons fire¢,i,
'Bush. a light-haired, crew-cut infan-
ttry officer, killed one Communist
“soldier.
-1 was spending the mght in a Lao"
refugee village about 30 miles south -
*of Muong Soui on the night Bush
‘died. Had I not been on hand early
the next morning when Bush's
‘assistant, a Negro sergeant who was
mllcd "bmnkcs was evacuated for
“treatment of a hullet wound in the -
“right shoulder, I would never have "

learned of the incident. The U.S,. .Cnptnin Bush, . . .. .

‘Embassy in Vientiane immediately «
-declared the captain's brave’ doath 2
* top secret and has not confirmed 1t
'to this day.
¢+ President Nixon's statement that
+*no American stationed in Laos has - :
tever been killed in ground combat. ?
-operations,” therefore, is incorrect.’
Bush's death was not the only, -
.ground combat fatality’ in. Laos. A
. half-dozen young Americans, work- '
.. ing for the U.S. Agency {or Interna- |
. tional Development (USALID) and
_iInternational Voluntary vawes,.?
- have been killed . in' ambushes by =
. Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese:!
“goldiers since the Goneva accords of
-,1962, One of them, Don Sjustrons of

" Seattle, Wash,, was shot in the head
during a \’orth Vietnameseraidona -
Lao Army base called Nha Khang, "
‘north of the Plain of Jars, m
" January, 1968.

Sjustrom, cm‘ying a loaded s! mt-

" zun for protection, was cut down a3’

he tricd to dash from the huf in _'

*which *he had been sleeping toa !
. ncarby radio shack to call for help. .
* As a refugee rvelief ‘worker for
«USAID, he was not ‘technlcally a

combatant, but he. did 'die in come

‘-batontheground. Pofr A g
. r

le With Reds m L

A SCHANCUL
. .. ) 1970, Los Angeles Timas
H

hon whose presence in
Laos also was lop secret.

icer Wa "(EH i

. Ing Thai arvtillery, Ameri-’
Dean air power and Lao
: JnfqntLymnn against{ a.

, (ommum st fou.e that was
s dug in on a road a fewf
mllos cast of Muong Soui, .

- attached to the Thai hatta-"

‘ On Feh, 11, Bush and hig” E
sergeant hdpcd coordine"
7 ate ground action involv~":

f.' Don A. Schanche, a frec-lance
wnlm who visits Laos {requently,
_was living among the embattled Meo

' tribesmen there last winter, prepars
. ing his beok, "Mister Pop: The Ade

{:vonturcs of a Peaceful Man in a

:Small War" which will be published

Afler the day's ac uon the

two retired to their O\V"l K

barbed-wire ‘compound at..
the Muong Soui military
hea(.quartnrs The Thai
artillerymen-and theix. ;8=
viser were hlvouacked on

O8aturday Evening Post, editor-in.

a hill about 20, minutes”,
walk away.

Lightly Gumdcd .
As the story was recon<:

.by David MecKay Co. on April 13, He
»was formerly managing editor of the

.rchief of Ioliday, military editor of
" Life, and an ln(crn.ntmm\l News,
* Service war correspondent in Korca. !

Sgt. "Smokes”. .und . other

oA few. days afler the fatal military ! feurvivers who. ineluded 12

‘aclion recounted heee, hie was ore 'US, Air Force rad; o
~ dered by the U.S. Embassy in '\’xcn-lmc,dn., anrl, a 1,;.:;\”)";'311_
rtiane to leave the battle area, vnd'ply specialist: named Bob

,‘embassy officials refused on grounds Iarshail, the feitced corne- ;

of secrecy to discuss the affair or to pound was only IMmY i
acknowledge’ ofhcmlly the death of!guarded hy fourLao sols
jdiers, 1t contained a long

'structed the'next day by -

‘v‘. Y (L Y

Bush and the 80 to 100
! o«hor U.S. Army men whe

Cworked under the diplo- i!7

Imatic cover of "assistant
mnhtmy attaches" as unit
' advigers to-the Lao army,

v A
; were definitely engaged "l\ | crected only the ddy he-

it

A

ﬁgmund combat when
Swas in novtheast Taes
' ' dm ing much of the mmm

i Royal Lao Army and the
| CIA - supported  clandes
‘tine army of Meo tribes-
{ men under Maj. Gen. Vang
IPa0, had suficved severe
setbachs  throughout the
1 noriheast povinees of Sam
. Neua and Xieng Khovang,
PThey  were  engaged: in
licht holding actions, with-
“the support of U.S. Air
" Worco and Navy fighter-
*bombela, al nountain ha-
Jses surrounding the
.stx ategic plain.

Thai Airlift

At Muong Soui, where
‘Bush was altached to a
‘{,a0 army unit made up of

Yof 1960. At the time, the \/rut\lde of the t‘ompound

" a battalion of Royal Thai'y
- artillery had heen an‘hfted

muminum and wood !m

used by Bush and Smokes

adio center, hcalby was

mnother, smaller. aliwmnine

iwm hut oculp\od hy Par-
sshall, and

near that an
ny squad tent had heen

fore 1o housc Lie
ioree men. Iminediately ;

Avas  the thatch-covered
native house of the local i
military conmandex‘,
Lao colonel.’

The midnight attack was
I'a smoothly ‘exceuted com-
‘mando raid by a force of
from 30 to 40 North Viet-

namesec soldiors avimed *
with Soviet-made B-wv

rockets and AK-17 aulo-

. matic rifles. The first tar-

get was the Lao colonci's

houae. which collapsed in |

. flames after a North Viet-
namesc tossed a- hand

[ grenade into an open;wine {

| dow,
Infant Wounded
The explosion le(t the

. former neutralist soldiers;: .mlonel and his wifle with

JAlesh wounds and 1lpt)cd

.as ther lving quarlers and ¢

i

'

a |

i
t
'
'
{

away the entire leit bui- .
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-belore the October, 1962, deadline. Mora

rpast its checkpoint. Others slipped out

.j'o{ tha right, left’ and center, Neutralist
Prince Souvanna Phouma headed the

Los Angeles Times
Approved For Release 2005504 7% 1A-RDP80-01601R000

‘WAR IN THE LAND. OF UNANGRY 1

" “The Pentagon claims there are only 1,040 vor *

Rince zaining independence in 1053, Laos
has sought only obscurity. A writer once
called the gentle, friendly ILaotians "the
world's Tast unangry men,"

, Unfortunately, the country was given a
Tont-row, center «eat in Southeast Asia:

Laos borders China, North and South L .

-Victnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Burma. .
Geneva in 1954 and in 1962 which pro- ! ‘
claimed ite neutrality, Laos {3 now the site of 7 .
a war involving the United States and North !
Vietnam, ‘ R
_Who is violating the Geneva accords, . ;
North Vietnam or the United States? The . | .
answer, most observers agree, is both— | !
aithough both deny it. {
The Geneva accord of 1962 was signed by ©
14 countries, including the United States .
and Notth Vietnam. (The United States did © .
not sign the 1954 agreement.) ‘
The treaty stipulated the terms under -
which the three-member International Con- -
trol Commission (Canada, India and Poland) i :
wo'uld enforce and observe the withdrawal
of "foreign military personnel” from Laos.
The United States pulled out its advisers

than a month later, the ICC reported that -
ionly 40 North Vietnamese troops had filed

secretly. But in all, an estimated 10,000 were -
left behind, a clear violation. '

The Geneva Agreement also established a
triparlite government, representing factions

government.

Within two years, it fell apart when the
four left-wing Pathet Lao representatives
withdrew. Soon, the Pathet Lao guerrillas,
backed by North Vietnamese troops, ate
tacked government-held positions. !

The Pathet Laos were experienced fight-.,
ers, having battled right-wing Laotian forces -}

Despite international agreements signed in 0y N . o '
Americgn adviserg are all but running the’
7 Newsphpermen who slipped in unnoticed *
. *. to the |CIA 'base at Long Cheng reported '
" secing drmed Americans in civilian clothes,

STATINTL

U.S. government employcs living in Laos
a‘nd asserts that none are military pcrsonncl'
But many others commute (from Thailan(-l)‘ '
awd CIA men and former Green Berets have
heen scen in  action advising Laotian
commanders. Sen. Robert C. ‘Byrd (D-W, «
V3a.) recently said he had heard reports "that"

Laotianiforces.”

Tven if the United States has no combat

troops in Laos, the presence of these’
- advisers iy a violation, since the. accord -

‘specifies that the ban on "foreign military .

", personnel,” includes "members of foreign :

military missions, foreign military advisers,

" technicians, observers ,.,. and foreign'-
. civilians.," : :

The U.S. bombing raids are also a-

. vielation. They have two functions: in-

: ~»-tern Laos, to hinder infiltration by
-+ ot Vietnam into South Vietnam, and in:
northeastern Laos, to aid Laotian troops..
North Vietnam now has 67,000 troops in the’
country, according io the Pentagon, and has:
taken over most of the fighting from the.
Pathet Laos, : e

. For years, the United States would not’

" admit that it was bombing inside Laos. In
" December, President Nixon admitted that:

the o Chi Minh trail in Laos was being hit,!

but only, he said, to strengthen the position!

of U.S. troops in South Vietnam. -
The United States justifies its aid on the

" grounds that Premier Souvanna requested’

the help. Souvanna, himself, said last weck'
that U.S. assistance was not a violation
because the North Vietnamese troops en-i

tered the country {irst. . !
Two wrongs have not made a right in Laos, -

. (financed by the United States) throughout - \ ﬁ?t they have helped make a war.«
SO T v

tha late 1950s. The Geneva Agreement of
1962, Bernard Fall wrote, "left J.aos as
divided as ever .. . but with the key -
difference that the pro-Communist Laotian
forces were-20 times larger and wuch better
trained and equipped than in 1959." -

The rebels soon captured the Plain of Jars
and threatened {o cut off the administrative
capital of Vientiane from the royal capital of l
Lubang Prabang. -

~In the spring of 1064, a State Department .,
bulletin says, Souvanna requested "addition- -
al U.S. military assistance,” and "the United . -
States continued within the framework of
the Geneva Agreement to supply military -1
equipment and supplies . . , and reconnajs-
sance [lights,* . : ;

‘But there was more, U.S, advisers were
sent into Laos. The Central Intelligence
Agency financed the establishment of a
mercenary army of Meo tribesmen and. set
up headquarters in Long Cheng. | .

»
'

‘
4
I

Y
bre T fou gL Y —=BTEVE n.mvmr]

' 1 -
e
X -

—Tha g
S

-

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-Q1601 R000700050001-2

v

{
i

e S



N\

O

«

|Nixon
‘Tries '
D1plomacy”
: :On Laos :

NEY YOuK F1453
Approved For Release 200%/03043(CIA-RDP80-

Victnamese . promised -little. The”
. Soviet Union, while not cncour-
aging Hanoi in Laos, has been
reluctant to oppose opcrations

“._ there because Hanol would turn

jto the Chinese for help. The
Russians are anxious not to sce
an expansion of Chinese influ-

-\ ente, cither in North Vletnam or

in Laos.
“The President’s statement was;
ran effort to divert the steady

ﬁ . 'criticism that has peppere, thel|;
¥,

1] R ! A

H Administration from Capitol Hill.

WASHINGTON — The North
! Vietnamese and their Pathet Lao
» allies produced the first impor-
-*ant dndicdtion last weck that of the American involvement |
thelr,offensxve in Laos is intend- there, the President disclosed’}’
-;d/to force the United States- little that had not been known

-present tension in Laos on the
North Vietnamese.

In a largely historical review

: P 'nto political concessions there— ' before, - The American objective

{and perhaps in Vietnam. From iin the landlocked country, the
Hanoi, the Pathet Lao informa- : President said, was- to “save

i/tion bureau’ issued a five-point  American and allied lives in-

*statement Friday demanding, in |North Vietnam which are threat-

_ i essence, that the United States ' ened by the continual infiltration

{ ‘withdraw from Laos completely of North Vietnamese troops and

y and that a new coalition govern- ‘supplies along the Ho Chi Mmh'

: ment be established under Pathet - 4rail*
rl..ao dormination, !

. | 'The Pathet Lao proposal was | place throughout Indochina but ;
| similar to those that have been | nowhere did he contend that.

fmade by Hanol and ths Vietcong '
in the conflict in Vietnam——and
ithat the United States has found

‘It tried to put the onus for the .

01601 R6Ue

. present offensive was made}}

“many months ago. .
Sources with access to intelli- 3

. gence estimates now believe that, ’
" the North' Vioctnamese thought
. they could move with impunity.”

A

fing to disengage in Vietnam.'{
| [ Moreover, they were lulled byo
| 'five years of desultory resistance.
from Laotian Government forces.

' ! No Negotiations ’ ‘3

R el

" glans here said that the Adminis-4

tration could see no possibility of ;
{ negotiating with Hanol on Vlet--
i nam if the North Vietnamese to-_}
. tally broke the Geneva accordsin '

jThey saw the United States try='}

Sources aware of policy dccl-! ‘

‘Laos, The United States, they)

said, could also not permit Laos )
to become a safe haven for Northq
' Vietnamese . operations in Viets'

.-

-nam or infiltration into Thailand,? - -

‘Hence, the clandestine army of '
General Vang Pao, which is fi-

1

lunacceptable. But In Laos, Washs |
Jdngton’s bargaining position is-
markedly weaker. Congressional
opposition to deeper American
‘involvement in Laos, and pledges.-

by the Administration that the |t

United States will not commit
itseif to a wi'ler war in Souths
‘east Asia, lim.t President Nixon's
room for maneuver.

Y At almost the same time 'thal
the Pathet Lao spoke up In Ha- !
noi, President Nixon issued a
3,000 word statement on Laos i
‘from Key Biscayne, Fla, That
statement, in the view of Washe |

ington observers, was primarily
an effort hy the Administration
ito retrieve something from the !
Jmhtary and polmcal reverses

| their forces in Laos to 67,0001
it bas suffered In Laos—and ther} lmen, far larger than ever before. ;

yThose soldiers, mostly in main«";
i forca divisions,

‘political losses it has sustalned
‘at home—over the last few
‘weeks,

f Mr. Nixon revealed a new dip«-
;Jomatic effort to stabllize the
‘situation through appeals to the
Soviet Union and Britain, co-l

. Lchairmen of the Geneva Confer- "

:ence of 1962 that agreed to tho‘
aocords providing for peace, ngu-
trahty, and independenca for-,
LIOS. )

On past experlence, asking the

4

ey
’

{waive been backed by more bel-

'previous offensives, leading au-<!

,.Ruuhn,“to,‘ m;g,ln the um.ﬂm,‘.m&.ﬂu..ﬂecmm m.*ﬂ.'s..s S ‘-,".;f'

i Vietnamese in a dominent posi-}

! tion to overrun ‘all of Laos at}
have been better o will, The  official newspaper in;
equipped and better armed with 3 ! Hanot called the swecp of the,

—and + Plaine of Jarres a “brilliant vice} .
tanks and hcavy artillery ?): tory” and called for a march to &

" ~—than in’ ,uniﬁed Laos. and the overthrow: -
2;522?‘“,?.22?%2“"“ 4t % Jbof the clique of traitors” meant
ting the Government of Premie
Last spring, the North Viet A Ph s
* namese pushed ' farther across, ) Sowm- ouma. ;|
the Plaine des Jarres than in'¢ i

.manced by the CLA., was in< R L
structed to blunt the North Viet-’i R 1
.namese offensive, but not to go 1
beyond the fwe-yea.r pattern of ] 1
{ seasonal offensives. e !
He stressed the search fcr ! General Van Pao, the formers = .
I‘ret:ﬁhv:;rmy sergeant, caught the* e ;
:|"Nor etnamese off guard. See-); e '
o L
‘Among the notable o;n!sslons ; .35311:3?; 'é';%’&“l-f"f‘if".:&‘f'sé'}ji S
| from- the President’s statement’' he struck out westward across ez T
' was'a full .explanation ofrhow, #he Plaine of Jarres with the sup~ PRI
the present confrontation with'! gott of American air transport ST I
‘the North' Vietnamese came| gad bombing. ok
a];%“twgglrh;; :FeitA?oTxl::ilSt{I?e‘ . The general, an aggressive Meo R
diplomatic channel . to resolve| i'nourgameeé and not a passive1 g
the conflict closed. i %ao a;l_an er, ogere:;ltended his y o
There was evidence here last’ horces ut wa:te t? ang 0:’t,°.ﬁ o
" week that the tension was pro- | is conquered ferritory. That'sy - i
* voked throu h. miscalculations| ‘4 where he miscalculated. The’ ..
FVo 8 N rth'. Vietnamese, however,! i
“by the North Vietnamese on ona * |-massed their forces to retake the? ' )
;side and, on the other by the. { plain and- route the clandestmel s
!clandestine army of Maj. Gen, . army. That brought the decision,:
\Vang Pao and'his American, ad-- ‘{ safter some delay, to bring in the. o
| yisers from the Central Intelli- | ‘American B-52 bombers in an at-% £
gence Agency. "tempt to slow .the North Viet.’
|~ The President noted that the ;namese ground advance. g o |
| North Vietnamese had built pp ! 47 The'result, authoritative sources }
1 |here said, was to put the North” . i

‘thoritiative sources here to eon-”‘ BRI i 3
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STATINTL

Laos Raids Feed Flames of War,

,‘4\, Moscow—-(UPl)-—The Soviet

préss warned yesterday that
U. 8, air ralds in Laos “are
feeding the flames of war in
Southeast Asia.”
. There was no Moscow re-
sponse to President Nixon'’s
plea for Russian help in scal-
ing down the fighting.

An article in the weekly news-

‘paper of the Soviet Journalists

Union, Life ' Abroad, derided
Defense Secretary Melvin R.
Laird for reportedly saying that
U. S. air operations in Laos
were necessary because of
Laos' proximity to North and
South Vietnam,

It said Laird “thus wants one
crime directed against peace
and security to justify others.”
Expansion Charged

YFacts show that Washing-
to 's present course in south-

. east Asia as well as in the Far

East and the Pacific is aimed
at extending U.'S. expansion in
key. locations of this wide re-
gion,” the M09cow newspaper
said,

It charged that the Umted
States was “seekmg to stran-
gle the patriotic forces in

Laos” and said American pol-
icy “keeps a whole army of
Pentagon and CIA adviser
there in violation of the Ge-
neva agreements.”

“Since there is no end in
sight to the Vietnam war,
American military may turn the
entire Southeast Asia region
into an area of aggressnon,
the newspaper said.

Pravda Plays Up Dissent

Pravda, the official “news-
paper of the Soviet Communist
Party, gave prominent display
to Washington reports citing
criticism of U, 5, moves in Laos
by Sens. George McGavern (D-

SD) and J. William Fulbright -

{D-Ark), \

The Sovet-Union has spec1a1
diplomatic responsxbxhty and
authority in Lags in its capacity
as co-chairman, with Britain,
of the 1962 Geneva Conference
which sought'to establish Laos
as a neutral state, |

In his policy statement Frlday:
President Nixon said he had|
asked both British Prime Min-
ister Harold Wilson and Soviet
Premier Alexei N, Kosygm to
open diplomatic channels aim-
ed at ending the war in Laos.

anlomahc sources in London

};ﬁid yesterday that Wilson was

studying the- letter over ~the
weskend.

‘ e

A T
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| The statement on Lanq Preqldont Nixon was
forced hy congressional pressure to Jssue was
Paimed ai Calmmﬂ fears that while ostensibly
winding..down the war in Vietnam we may he
sliding into an equally evil war in Laos. Re-
gardless of Mr. Nixon's assurance that no

. question is why we should be in Laos at allh

sent in. Buf why should they tolerate a policy;
which alipws the CIA 1o run a secret war thh
mercenary troops, which calls upon U.S. hnmh-

er from Navy carricrs, which depends upon-
[ American i« ilitary “advisers” (just like the '1d-

Clearly Americans, don’t want ground traops..

: CIA-RDP80-016

e —— e S

.on ¢ ay.7 ealistic termr.
"mround {roops. will be sent into ‘Laos—some-"
. thing that was said about Vietnam, too, at one

" tine—the real issue is broader than that. Tha, "',L\ receplive to Ln'u';'am which'set-'up a tem-:

crs to fly as many missions as were once r]own o
against North Vietnam, which enlists air pow- -

A

"f[ ’ “” .'X
L M,\

_'L.AL l .ll.&)@’ wl ()1 1

. [N M . L. t

achmve a ¢ct‘lcment ‘of ’mo war in "Jntnam 1

And 1t ha f'ulod to ‘achicve. a ettlnmr-nt nnt .
nga a§ wa are con- -

'becauvse of Hanoi. mtrﬂm
stantly being told;’ Uhutt bwc 111 Ve ‘herausa tlin
Admmsyratmn has' 'ne. iried for a sr“‘cmnnt

I‘m many menths nov the rJ;f,mlq hnva bnm
£lying to indicate that Hanoi and the NLY Would

pmar;" cmhtl,on gnvcmmmu ‘not contrnlled by -
tlm Commt.‘u”.,.i and w hieh’ “maintained the

f 5C? )aJ atmn bety ..,cn ou*h and. I\m‘m ats mtnt.n, :

oy at lcav.t den years, until the pecpie Abom- d

3 fc-lve, ny oIcc.ma dC[‘ld(‘f] W'Ha., o do n mxt A

Thl'-} would nc A Ie easonahle comprorm 53 and
A.

dmcnnmaﬁon, hvt the “ITixon" Atint

' will not ‘ovendiseuss it. Instead, ‘e Patls ¢ é‘d;i;'

. visers who preceded combat troops into Vist- " hava bocn cobdlsiontly: aeprr»matnd .nd sola.|

mistake to commit combat troops to Ldds, it:

military resources, and it should be the goala

nient as rapidly as possible. .
The reason this has not been done is, that
the war in Laos is indissolubly linked fp thc

: nam) whether in or out of uniform? If it is a. ‘rnhanc""for mrdm" down the v’"r }m been |

1
A

¥

1

i

}

Qnr- whxcm a amc‘d OUT ANKOUNCEd 20al oft sr~lf-fl.
]

!

1

!

!

iV

s ropo.n,d dna Vietnamization prepram'w mch +ig

is also a mistake to commit all thesa otharsy; houtd to meai maimmm.w ihd Am

of American policy to lignidate the commits, .

ence: for'.years te .come, it not - fore\e
n. the 1992, Geneva ‘agrooménts on.
P+co1dent Is.cnnody pmpﬂlly pfmntefi J.'“Itr" i- i

} 7atmn aq a, ;,erm- 7oAl of “American policy |

thr-ro The, 106 arrwomentfs dm not - stick be-

else. To end our involvement in- Laos it 15 nec. * tral a*atmn a5 thﬂ p) opeE qumvo m Vioctnam;
essary to end our involvement in Vietnara, nnd‘ mstdad \w e=;r ﬂa.,ed tha w*xr, and: made the

the simple truth is that .a decision to do. ﬂ115 ,‘,. ¢0ntmuod inv, tyoment “of Laos in'the war m-'

war in Vietnam, by gcography if by nntnm;;n s cause we - did: ncrb fio: fm"t}mr, nnd ac< P neu- :

" has never been made by the Nixon Admlm.;.-
tration.

On the contrary, the Admmmtmtmn s policy
“of Vietnamization is intendnd to achieve the-

Vlet Cong and the Jmpo.,ltlon of the T)ueu-Ky

! government on the peoplo -of South Vle‘mamm ‘f. mdav ‘rhcro can hg no doubt that the A weri-

~that we sought {0 achieve by direct engages

‘ment in warfare. Not until our policy- -makers o obwctnre in. Vietnam.If the .Nixon Adminis- |
"ﬂ‘trauonwvomd' ,uppmn it, instead of dmandmr
rv_"‘zfcontinucd U.p. ‘milit ary presonce in South.’

" adopt different goals can a genume disengage
“ment he expected, and not untii the Viecnam
“war is onded can thc Lao'; war he endcd

" What is going on in Laoa,,x 1ep, is a d1rect} Ay
tmficctum of the" Admxmstr‘@ tion's fatlurg” to - *ply< dlsappear.m SEa ey Ty
eeam temnns e+ ,.J‘).-'.\...‘»L.;LL_{;_ Loadal A “,... -%L et L

[o— e b e -

| same goals—that is, the military defeat of the

_ia Britain to help- rostore peace - in Loos is rather”

..‘4_ PR )

ovitable. Mr. Nixon’s: appeal: 49" Russia anc

~ fatuous;. neu}wr the Russians mor the Drmsh
* have rtroop., fightidg " in - uou{nmat Asia, Tha
Americ'mo rhould fqut ‘get mxt of ‘Vu,tnam to,
m'ﬂw surh an appt‘al crcdxhlo

£an, pcqplf‘ would support neiitralization as the |

fgt, Afm e Vél‘tmm war - could ha ‘entiled,
nrl at, fnat mg;nen\t the Laos \"ar A ould Sxm--
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B) RICIHTARD DUDMAN 'f 78top, he said, “those who support a truly " the line is that Laos is important bccause

. Chief Washington Correspondent " e neutral L:Os will have to consider the"'What's gomg on there is integrally related °
- of the Post-Dispatch i response. ito the war in Vietnam,

‘1-«:‘,-.

WASHINGTON, March 7 .."

AFTER YEARS of explaining'’
that .Laos is unimportant, the‘J‘

'

Ll Sl T g

‘Umted States Government has’

I"gone back to the line that what' ‘,t

‘happens there is vital to U.S. in- »
i terests.

. Ever since the Geneva Agreement of
. 1962, which was intended to neutralize the
tiny landlocked country and put it under al

into the relative obscurity of a third-class :
trouble spot. ’
. Every year since then, the Communist ,
.side in the. endemic civil war has pressed *
forward toward the Mekong River, which
- divides Laos and Thailand, in a dry-sca-{
son offensive that always could have tnk-\
en over the whole country but never did. -
Every year, in the wet summer months,
‘the Royal Lao Army and an auxiliary :
i army of mercenariesoperated by the !
A Central Intelligence Agency have pushed
- the Commupist=ferces back toward China .
* and North Vietnam. These government of-.:
% [ tfensives, likewise, usually could have’; 1
, ’gone farther than they did. )
- Casualties have been few in this: per-l
7" ennial tidal movement across the jungles
. and plains of the Laotian Piedmont, Each,
* side faded back before the other’s offen- "
" sives. Neither waited for the other side's’
« troops  to ‘get close enough to see the
» whites of their eyes.
$ A nineteenth century gag about Vienna
+was reapplied to Laos: "The situation L'.$
- hopeless, but it's not serious.’ .'

‘# THE LAST TIME Laos was elevated to
,, a first-class trouble spot was in 196} when |
( it was the first international crisis to con- )
. front the late President John F. Kennedy. -
. Gen Dwight D. Eisenhower had dlscussed!
¥ Laos at length and in grave terms in their
, preinaugural talk, . ‘

1 Barely a month after taking office, Mr."
Kennedy stoad before three maps at a
. press conference on March 23, 1961, and |

o

L

n

i. across much of the country,

¢ President Kennedy called for an end of

; “the'present armed attacks by extorn
iy supponed Comnwaists.” I [ they did’ not’

LRV YPAPRETY Wy }

{
#
i coalition government, Laos has lapse d ‘-;-‘
{
f
|
I
:

F‘pointed out how the Red tide had ﬂooded v

'w;.» In'the standard mix of deference to al- *
lies, prudence about American involve.

; ment and assertion of American power,
“he said:

"Our response wall be made in close
co-operation with our allies and the wish-
.es of the Laotian government. We will not_
be prnvokcd trapped or drawn into this-
"or ‘any other situation; but I know that’
f ‘every American will want his country to

* honor its obligations to ‘the point that
* freedom and security of the free world.
.“‘and ourselves may be achieved.”

This time around, Government officials
all over town are busy briefing members’

& of Congress and reporters once more on

- the importance of Laos.

"some of their interpretation on the public
- record In a statement yesterday from the
Florida White House and admitted for the
. first time that U.S. support forces have
" been flying combat support missions in,
¢ northern Laos. '
l‘ He added a note of diplomatic drama |
i by appealing publicly to the British and"
. Soviet cochairmen of the 1962 Geneva .
- Conference to help restore the agreement
" on Laotian neutrality. |,

" Privately, the official word already had
| been that the enemy advance in Laos pre-
sented *“‘a very tough situation,” And a
- high Administration official had told Sen-
ator J. William Fulbright (Dem.), Arkan-.
sas, chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela- |
tions Committee, that the situation in
Laos now was more serious than that in
Vietnam, ‘

The consistent key of this orchestration -
was one of prudent concern, with empha->;
-sis on prudence.

Concern over the importance of the cri-
sis was expressed in a peculiarly round- -
: about way. Government officials no longer
want to talk about Vietnam as being im- ,
portant, because the nnnounced planis to '
\wlthdnw gradually.- Certainly, no one

wants to call Laos important in itseif, But
-‘&M.‘Lx;&: L&Mfd&u;&'.ﬁ‘»~

* 1

PRESIDENT Richard M. Nixon put ;

AS FOR prudence, the Admmnstration‘
line is that the U.S. involvement is a mod-;
est one and that it has been increased.
only in response to escalation by the’
Communist side. The use of B-52 heavy.z
bombers in the fighting for the Plain of :
‘Jars is described as very limited and?
symbolic, as contrasted with the satura-:
tion bombing of the Ho Chi Minh trail m .
gouthern Laos,

i A notable omission in what amounted to?
a presidential white paper on Laos was |
’any mention of the number of American ;
'military men assigned to the war there,
but based across the Mekong in Thailand.”

News dispatches from Laos suggest that*
there is an element of subterfuge in the®
'repeated denials by the President that!
there are no 1.5. combat ground troops :
in the country, Threcereporters who
walked about 10 miles to the secret U.S.

—tbase at Long Cheng last week reported’

that American military advisers and train-:
ers there were mostly former Green Berets:
jwho had been transferred temporarily to
!the CIA as civilian contract employes. ;

Mr. Nixon’s assertjon’that he has no in-;

.!tentxon of putting U.S. ground forces in-:
- iLaos echoéd what other officials. had been-
wsaying for @ week fo reassure anxious

.Senators. Actually, the sending of U.S.,
|ground combat troops, to either Laos or’
{Thailand is prohibited by an amendment’
ito the Military Appropnatlons Act, which-

was adopted overwhelmingly and whichj "

' Mr. Nixon said later he approved. .
!

,ues, the Administration’s view is that the.
“enemy objective niay be to open a new'

_»: froht because of its supposcd dlfflculhes:

iin carrying on the war in Vietnam. i
An additional possibility, officials say,:
!s that Hanoi seeks to blackjack the Lao-
' tian government ‘into - halting U.S. bomb-
R ing attacks on the Ho Chi Minh trail. The
. Pentagon insists that these raids are ex:
tremely effective, although the infnltratiom

” on men and supplies continues,
;. Still another possible enemy objectwe
lcknowledged by Administration officials
Jaito lﬂt NP A new surge of antiwar uml-'

i w e et

l

«
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= IF THE Communist offensive has run: . -
its course, the crisis is over. If it contin-;

e -
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: BECAUSE OF VOLUME OF MAMN RECEIVED, PARADE NEGRETS IT CANNOT ANGWER ouam.as ABOUT THIS mm. i _ s : ’
b A s - R —orpm '
AR t:2. Laos. The U.S. is spending w4 A RN
_ t;‘ NN ,p@“ il Few men * : countless millions year after i
. SRR \‘.bi) daukd BUlL UaWe In gov- | ! year to prevent the Pathet I-ao,;‘,'“‘!
t . ernment, however high or ex- i i the Communist guerrilla move- % -{
:‘%Fﬁﬂalted their positions, have the' ;s ment, from winning in Laos. The ‘
' E “‘gtr-ngth of character to admit [ involvement of our CIA in Laosy, ;
- {% pubiicly, "I goofed." © 7 1s deep, wide, and intense. .
: && The result is almost always ~ In 1960 the late President ’ i
}.” a coverup of thelr wrong deoi- {=''. Kennedy said of Laos that we . ’f

Y .

<. gions and a denial of access to - ghould stay out, that it is

3% information revealing the - 1 ..".,-j_"‘.-.f._"the wrong war at the ~wron.g'mi

T

} i |
, -t Their refusal %o tell the - jliwiplace and at the wrong time."7 . .. - o
‘ . k7 truth is generally rationalized: " Times have changed, and per;i R !

- {% on the grounds of *national- - ‘: . haps our intervention in Laos L a

- iy security." ‘ ' :*1g necessary to protect our ' 71 e

. L7051t is possible that the : ' western flank in Vietmam. - 3 % - :

' E}-":;_,American public has learned - If that is the case, cer- - o . .
U.. more about the war in Southeas “tainly the war-paying publie, A om0
%/ Agia from the press and v o despite the protests of the I BT o
4" than from all the agencies of “'U.S8. State Department, should 1" ST IR R

‘ ; : government combined. L be told at least some truth of.' el R

- e, For example, what has the . the American fighting ‘role O S i
v Government told the people . laos. What it is, how much it = it L
- .about the war in Laos? Very costs, 'What'is-happaning'_.thara" T
{77 1ittle, except that we have {7 “put us’ in;Laos," why, and N 4
..+ committed no. ground troops 190 Por. how dong,: i ea s i B

. b there. : Fn’ : ;
.. From the press, however, we V. :
£, learn that U.S. advisers are . g ' !

. p-*, 'running the Laotian army. U.8s0 -4
- helicopters are ferrying La.o-;-"-:.';'f, ' b
t”." tian troops. U.S. planes are — e
- providing air support for the

. Royal laotian army which is

' fighting the Communists. U.S.
" . bombers from Thailand and )
2. Okinawa are bombing the Ho Chi
~ #") Minh Trail in Laos day after
. - day. The U.S. Air Force has ¢

FuAA e

¢ 108t more than 100 flyers ave
?  Leos. The U.S. is paying the: . A .-
. salaries of thousends of mers: o ‘ T
. .. .conaries fighting for.us: ine g S . N
... .. Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDF’_!QO-01601R000700050001-2
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By Stanley Karnoto

Warhington Post Forelm Bervice

ONG KONG—Hisiorians striving ;.
to understand America centuries !

"hence may well be baffled by a nation -

ithat was able to land men on the moon
'wnh pinpoint precision yet could stum-

{'ble myopically into a sltuation as ob-
’scure as the latest crisis in Laos,

The untidy tale of U.S. involvement’

‘ln Laos over the past 15 years has been

:a .story of illusory objectives and -

:topsy-turvy tactics that should really

#be described in novel form to be be- :

Jvas the attempt by the Eisenhower .

mdministration to transform a delight- -
wully primitive country 'into an “antl- "

t‘ommunist bastion.”
*The purpose was to set up a buffer
'between Red China and Thailand, the
eystone of the U.S. defense system .
ih Southeast Asia, but it failed to ree

LIE WASHINGTON POST
Approved For Rel_ease 2001DWM19EIA RDP80- 01601R00

that It equips and finances Thal troops,

" who handle artillery, communications

and other assignments for which Lao-

‘. tian soldiers lack the skill, as well an

" Philippine and Chinese Nationallst

., techuiclans,

STATINT

Shrouded in scerecy as well for a .
" long time were the U.S. bombings of

.,Communist Infiltration routes along -

“the. Ho Chi Minh Trail in the Laotlan .

. panhandle, even though these "armed '

“* reconnaissance flights,” as they were .
{evable. The origin of this commitment .

-, euphemistically termed, exceeded in in-
"tensity the American air raids.on.

North V o
o 1etnam that were halted n ‘ ”external pressures to bring it into the’

‘late 1968,
Within recent weeks, a
sion in dissimulation has been reached

a new dimen.

“in the Nixon administration’s insist- =
.ence, In the face of reliable evidence, .

that B-52s are not being employed to’.

:mmize that Laos, still slumbering ln, support the Mcos, who are fighting .

mmedieval happliness, was unprepared
50 participate in the Cold War. As a .
%onsequence, its pnstlne society was:

-d}srupted oot ."

.Moreover, with the escalation of the'-’

-:onfllct in neighboring Vietnam, Laos -

came an adjacent battlefield—with
bne significant diference, The differ. -

.was openly engaged in Vietnam, suc-.
essive administrations in Washington ..
sfrenuously sought to camouflage US
miutary activities in Laos.

A Mutual Fiction

HE IDEA BEHIND this fiction has '

L been to conceal the fact that the
WAmericans have been as gullty as the’
Communists of violating the 1962 Gen-.

eva agreement which guaranteed Lao- !

kian neutrality. That Hanol never with-

wirew its legions from Laos after sign- -
:Ing the Geneva accord is common-
Sknowledge. An estimated 50,000 North ”
Wietnamese troops comprise the main -
{Communist force in the country, and ,

unnuccessfully to defend the Plain of "
‘Jars north of ‘Vlentlane, the Laotian
- capital.

‘they

" charter from Alr America and Cont\/

< nental Alr Services.
The United States has also denied |

over the entire country 1is that thcy'
have refraincd from moving against;
. Thakhek, Paksane and Attopeu, muth-‘
"ern towns they could capture wﬂh
pase.

In a statement on Friday, morever,
{ssucd a five-point prnpmnl
. clearly indicating that thelr objective ;
.48 a political rather than a military !
solution to the Laotlan problem —
based of course, on their own terms.

A Medieval Anachronism

HE TEMPTATION to believe al-:
most anything about Laos s
comprehensible. since the little king-
".dom has remained a fairyland despite

T —

' 20th century. Its population of about

- three million is composed of valley;

. Laotians ethnically akin to the Thais.
and a crazy quilt of mountain tribes:
like the Meos, Yaos and Lolos. Until:

' a generation ago, when a French

Though the chances are probably .

. remote that Laos will .turn into -

~bright and other administration critics

\

- predict, President Nixon {s now con- *
ghce was that while the United States 4" fronted by two challenges that have

arisen out of the Laotian mess. First, " i

"If he determines that Prince Souvanna

- Phouma’s government is threatened -
+ by the present Communist offénsive,
i the President may feel obliged to un- -

dertake some kind of action to pre.
serve the status gquo, His options ap- -
“pear to be lmited, however.

On the one hand, he cannot easily -

- oftlelal penciled In its national bor-
. ders, the country was divided into”
,. separate, virtually feudal kingdoms,

The art of politics in Laos, there«
Eore, is essentially a matter of deals’

“another Vietnam,” as Sen. J. W. Ful. - ~‘ "and accommodations between regional’

clans and Interlocking families, and,
- the notion of ideology is as alien as a°
_rallroad train. The Prime Ministcr..
" Souvanna Phouma, is the half- brothcr

- of the Communist Pathet Lao lcader,

)

. Prince Souphanouvong, and both are.

-, cousins of King Savang Vatthana. The.
[« mother of a former prime minister,

Prince Somsanith, is Souvanna Phou-.
ma’s half-sister. Somsanith is mamed\ -

to another of Souvanna's sisters— : . :

. tihus making him his own motheu:

enlist Soviet assistance in persuading
Hanol to exercise restraint, since the -

- North Vietnamese regularly blackmail -

. the Kremlin by leaning toward Peking
~ whenever Russian advice displeases

- them, Nor can Mr. Nixon strike a-

. menacing pose—as President Kennedy " L
- did when he sent U.S. Marines into

. northern ‘Thailand (n early 1961—’—wl|th-‘1:‘,!l few nationalist-minded Laotians

u)here are three or four Red Chinese \ oyt appearing to contradict his own

.battahons in northern Laos to protect
'coolies building roads.

"‘And since the Communists adam-

by ntly refuse to admit their presence, -
ne United States has felt compelled .-

(q deny that Central: Intelllgence
Mﬂency speclalists train, advise 'and

Eoiea DPTRENAGERFIscrom I ae.

R ReCWaR

. doctrine of adopting a lower sllhouette )

. in world affears.
His

wait and hope that the Communists
Intend to push no further than to

occupy areas of Laos that they pres |

gﬂgiﬂﬁ»ﬁ%ﬁ%boso‘oo‘r- o]

. )
e D e aas iR

" brotherdnlaw. | :
So it is that any govcrn.mcnt in
Laos Is a collection of brothers, uncles, .’

'cousms and relations by marriage, -

.'and thelr primary function is less to :
_'govern than to preserve the imernal .
' balance of power,

In the late 1940s, rebuffed in their .

“appeals for U.S. help against France,

like Souphanouvong gained the as-,

" gistance of Ho Chi Minh's Vietminh'

best move for the ‘moment, f'
thercfore, may be simply to watch and -

In organizing the Pathet Lao. And in: ~
1954, the North Vietnamese managed:

“nt the Geneva conference to acquire .

- effectlve control. of - the northern-
moat Laotian -pmvincel “of Phonxuly

nontinued
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.. WHATS HAPPENING IN LAOS’?

Yet, “surely, the issue is not $0
Imuch American 'air power in Laos,.

i and its operational techmques, but -
1 h
:trary, it would appear that the United ‘American personnel power, in the.

E-
S -

Despite the protestations of the!
"Amemcan Government {o the con-’

R
—«:2.‘_- P W

STATINTL
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whlch is not Communist-controlled 1n
‘a highly-splintered political condition.
t  Even so, Laos, like Vietnam, may
.not prove ultlmately to be a question.
rxghts Rather, it may hinge.

‘inextricably, involved in- the fighting covertly-employed Green Beret forces /eventually on what the American peo-

in Laos. President Nixon, who once or even Central Intelligence Agenc

earher in his Administration declared professmnal soldiers or adventurers
‘he did not think “the public interest for hire. According to growmg re-
‘would be served by any further dis- ports filtering back from the fast-

‘ I‘cussxon" of Laos, now has found it nesses of Jungtlet a;‘eds %:;nig:r?;eszzg
»more crew-cut ty
necessary to issue a lengthy position leverywhere among the Laos ‘and. the

‘States is becoming deeply, perhaps. form of “advisers” or whatever, 0:/(-

ple will support in the way of a for-|
‘-elgn policy that continues to stick’
fingers into the leaking dikes of
boubheast Asia. They do not, clearly,
hke the war in Vietnam. They voted|
jfor Richard M. Nixon chiefly because!

paper denying the presence of U, S.'

i*“ground combat” forces there.

~ Secretary of Defense Melvin Lalrd'l
has pledged solemnly that the Presi-
tient of course will go to the Congress
for authority if he contemplates any.

.change in the military involvernent- of

‘the United States in Laos, although'
that in itself is strictly limited. As
‘Secretary Laird spelled it out just the !
other day, “The President has sald}
that we are using United States aur|
.power as far as the interdiction of -
supplies and material coming m’col
Vietnam are concerned.

. “The mission of air power, as far‘
as Laos is concerned, on the Ho Chi

Minh trail, has been handled by the'
President of the United States and we !
‘have used it in connection with the -
‘war in Vietnam. We have of course
‘flown reconnaissance missions over
Laos on a continuing basis. - These re-
connaissance missions have been ac-
_complished - by armed escort. The .
'President has made it clear the mis-

‘sion of our air power as. far as the .
war in Vietnam, and that is all. that

I care fo say on it a this time.”
}f );'oved

" ‘he proposed to end that war, and to%
'do so on some honorable terms that’
‘he did not specify.

We are now withdrawing — slow-:
|Iy - from Vietnam. Are we: now‘

‘escalating swiftly in Laos? " The Pres-j
"ident surely was well adviseq to deny,
iancﬁul but others doubtless have a isuch reports in speaking to his coun-;
measure of validity. And what the ‘trymen. Otherwise, he might soon’

. Maos who in turn must be distin-
guished from the North Vietnamecse
who are, beyond any disputation, run-
ning roughshod over much of the|
geoglaphy of Laos.

Perhaps some of the reports are!

situation sums to is something straxghtqhave been peering across Lyndon~ -

out ot Terry and the Pirates, although :Johnson’s credibility gap. that cost the
we have not as yet detected the machi- (Texan the. Presxdency L LA
natlons of a-slinky Dragon Lady" who ' '
-is" wowing the boys back at the can-!
teen (provided this concept has sur-i
vived the old Conrad novels ) ' ,
Yet Laos, like Vxetnam, may not
be an entxty unto itself, It is all of a,
piece. The Geneva Agreements have
! been abrogated quite cynically by the

' Communists, and while that.cxrcum;
',' stance does not justify a compensating
* abrogation by ‘the United States, at’

.least it makes the American effort
‘|more understandable. With the en-:
“emy using Laos as a sanctuary and as.
a 1ogistlcal lifeline, this country has
every ‘right to attack him, and most
‘{particularly since he attacks that ele-

orReléase ZBBﬂtI‘O&YOZhG cmnnnee:emw1 R000700050001 -2
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This s the second of two
articles exnminlng the
growth of United States ine
volvement in Laos,

BY JAMES YULNGER
AND FRED FARRAR
1CMcage Trnbune Pross Servicrl

Washinglon, March 6—By
some eostimates, the United
States is 250 million dollars a-
yu r, or more, in Laos. Only a
few men in the government
know the exact figure, and
they're not telling,

But a look at a few statistics
that have cmerged helps to
clarify the extent of American
involvement in the landlocked
southeast Asian nation,

For instance, the TUnited
States spent 50 mxllxon dollars
in* qus.lawt “year in economic
aid. A portion of this amount—7
or s-rhillion—went for ‘“‘refugee

Means Population Moves

This meant moving the popu-
lation out of areas threatened

Pathet Lao troops, providing
themn with food, clothing, and
medicine, and rcsemmg them
in areas considered safe.

More specifically, #t mesnt
Taoving them {rom the stra-
tegic Plain of Jars, which the
Communists recently recap-
turcd. They had lost it last fall
in a surprise offensive, heavily
backed by American plancs,
that marked a sharp upsurge in
United States military aclivity,

On the question of military |
aid, which constitutes by far:
the largest amount of Amcn-‘
can he:p, an army spokesman'
said it's gettir', more sophisti-
cated all the ti.ae.

Ships M-16 Rilles

Once it went mainly {or
trucks, commurications cquip-
ment, and support materials.
Now the Nixon administration
§s shinping M-16 rifles there,

*And you can bet the first to
get them will he Vang Pao's
people,’ said the army source.

Pao is the doughty, charis-

matic leader of the 15,600 Mc
e who, RV 1O

royal Laolian gover nmcnt'
best fighting ferce, The way the
United States is helping him

"illustrates the basic change in

the nature of the Laotion!
conflict,

For many years the Mcos‘.
fourht a guerrilla con(lict with |

conimunist troops in northeast-
ern Laos. It was a sce-saw war,
with rainy-scason military in-
activity followed by dry-season
offensives by Communists in-|
tent on expanding their network
of supply lines along the Ho Chi
Minh trail into South Viet Nam, |
250 Sortics Daily

The guerrilla aspects remain,
but for the last year or so, the
Laotians have been assisted by
American air sorties—oesti-

mated at around 270 a day now
in the Plain of Jars alone—that
have drawn outeries from

congressmen who are worried
about the prospects of “anothcr
Viet Nam."”

The tactical strikes in north-
east Laos were an open secret
even before Nixon's admission
in Florida today that *“‘combat
support missions” to aid Lao.
tian forecs were being flown,
However, the President re-

frained from listing their full
extent—an omission which may
bring renewed congressional
charges that the administration
should reveal more details.
The Pentagon says that In
October of 1968, the Jast month
hefore bombing of North Viet
Nam was haltod, American
(planea deopped 122, 0 tons of

t southea: Asia. ' PN
bombs in soulheast ' maintaining pressure on South

Bombs ¥all on Laos

The hombing figuro for Janu-
ary of this year was 117,000
tons. The asswaption is that
horabs once dropped on, North
Viet Nam, are now _falling on
Laos.

What this adds up to is that
the grim rezality of super-nower
politics no longer permils the
romantic refercnce {6 Laos as
“the land of the miilion cle-
phants and the white parasol." '

Rather, it has beea put into a
strategic ;ncrspccuvo as a buf-

FoniRelcase@004/03(
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North Viet Nom and Kead

China, blocking communist, ac-
cess to Thailand on the south,
Burraa to the west, and tho
' remainder of southcast Asia. .

An Annual Xvent

Tvery spring in recent years
the Communists have regained
| control over the Plain of Jars,
with its command of the routes
to Luang Prabang, the royal
-eapital, and Vie iliane, the
i Laolian administrative capitad
{ An administration officisl
 3y8 the unknown factor today
is whether the Communms,
having lost the Plain of Jars’
once, will be content with
regaining it, or if they will scel
to push far ther into Laos, -

Amecrican officials guess that
the North Vietnamese = and |

Pathet Lao forces will romain'
where they are, with the
possible ‘exception of a few!
forays beyond their lines for
propaganda purposes. l

See Nothing to Gain

“Ior nine years they've been
jcoming up to the spot where
they are now,” the official said,

“Thay haven't gone farthor yet,
and they don't have anything to
gain by taking all of Laos."
Informed sources say the
Communists are reestablishing
tho supply lines to North Viet
Nam that were broken last fall.
It is believed they would find
Laos a nuisance to administer®
because of its lack of national
identity, and that a take-over
there would divert communist
enerprics from the main goal of

Vicet Nam,

In any event, Sen, J, W.
Fulbright [D., Ark.], who is
among the most vociferous
critics of United States involve-
ment in Viet Nam, quotes “high
administration  officials” as
having said that *Laos is even
more important than Viet:
Nam.”

Fulbright would not identify | qave cleatly violated the ac-

the officials, but his comment|cords, and that the aid is in
came xhu.uv after tesumo:‘{'(?g:ponse to requests by the

by Richard Helms, director
ihe central intelligence agency,

(o CEA

tions commxttec.

| neek.* Sen. George -McGovern

“tho total ameunt the United

=
(.aw-rnmfnt ()”l(')d]“ maine
tain steenuously that no paral-
Jel can be drawn between
involvement in Laos today and
American  aclivities in Vie!
Nam bhefore the war in that
arca heeame a hot one,
" Yhey insist that the advlsers,

reputedly paid by the CIA, are \/

simply advising, The advisers
[new called attaches by the
American govcrnmcnt] in the
carly days in Viet Nam, they
cxplain, weré in on the actual
fighting.

A Partisan Target .

The -Laos involvement is
being made a partisan target
by the same senators who were
in - the vanpuard.-of congres-
sional doves who opposed the
Viet Naza war, it'is said.

TFulbright said he is “scared

o death.” Sen. Mike Mansficld |

[D., Mont.] said the United
; States is in Laos. “up to its

[D., S. D.] called for a'special

clos..d Senate session to evalu-

ate tho Laotian involvement,
Matler of Credibvility

The growing criticism  on!
Capitel kill sug”csts that’
i Democrats want to make Laos
thc basis for a credibility gap
‘jn the Republican administra-
tion,

But McGovern has said that
Congross—for fallure to kecpi
an eye on Laos—'"docsn't have.
clonn hands," either.

" Congressmen report that so'
far they have not received a!
significant amount of mail’
from constituents who are!
worried about Laos, °

YViolation of Accords .

Government officials do con-
cede privately that to disclose

States spends in Laos would be
tantamount {0 an admission

.that this country—for whatever

850:‘4011 804

reason~-has, ' like Ilanoi, vio.
lated the 1962 accords establish-,
ing Laotian neutrality.
Statements about Americau
aid by Nixon, Defense Secre-
tary AMelvin Laird, and othert
high officials always are care-
fuxly accompaniedbyre-
minders that the Coramuaists

neulralist prime minister,

Souvanna Phouma.

R000700050001-2
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—Nixon’s handb tied pohucaﬂy

".;,"_ o "By Joseph C. Harsch
'_‘/ * §pecial correspondent of
. The Chrlstian Science Monuor

T, r" !
M

N Thls capxtal was braced for a second “et

cult to manage. /'

R

:S. pw,

ol
Washmgton b

“offcnsive” .in Victnam 'in February, but in. -
- slead it got an offensive in Laos in March—"
"and. the altcrnative’ is provmg fully as
troublesome and perhaps even more dxm- E

Indecd, Hanoi's shategy is providing an-.

Vother cxample of how a small country can
~mancuver around the bulk of a much larger
, country.

., The gencral situation is as follows:

" There was_still ample American ground .
strength in Vietnam in Febluary to cope

-with another Tet oﬁensxve, in spite of troop .
And there still is’

“ample strength to handle any ground effort :
_ *which Hanoi -, liable to launch at any time ’
durmg the’ sp.mg tin: Vietnam itself.

There also may be enough strength in the -

i .-" strength,

Army of South. Vietnam to deal with what :

Y iPaion

< L

may come- after. ‘True, this is a debatable '
\proposilmn However, oflicial Washmgton,

Ancreasingly - bélicves that the armies of
Saigon may make the grade after all.

. But the capacity of Washington, and x'ts'

‘tians-all along have exhibited a rema.rkable
disinterest .in fighting. And Washnngton is

blocked by the existing political situation in .

‘the United States from doing very much to. "
counter any new Hanoi initiative in Laos.

.Last Nov. 3 in his nationwide address on
Vietnam, President Nixon won the consent’

- ‘of his countrymen to pursue dnsengagement i
from the Vietnam war by gradual stages...:

‘
I3
V. -
sy

on gp@

Jdhis’ fact. Some Remblicans we;e alao
., “involved. Sl

.y P

:‘ %l . 'a.n-g
;"“-‘"Reds back Laos f ﬂht LET
P R ! Pnge 4‘

, ,,subslantial forece capable not only of tAkmg
,{ Ahe Plain of Jars but also of pushing weu
beyond if it chooses, they were moving *

- against Mr. leon s weakness, not hu

;-' He is hobbled by the pohlical sntuatxon at

'uhome from answering the new threat with'
: 3} anything more than bombs; and bombing in ._.~;
Southeast Asia hasg never yet proved to‘??.
x".- be very effective. - Sy
- The strategy of the Hanoi operahon is ob- R

tand .

R

the main task of defending itself.

proved, the need for a compromise’ settle.:

r'nam without paying a prlee at the Psrxs

bargaining. table, . o
What Mr. Nixon wants ‘in Vxetnam is the,

« survival of a non-Communist regime in V:et-v..

N “and jast week the, Deniocrats’ in the Scn- "
( q! ,ate were industrious at' reminding hx}n of

" This when the.North 'V:etnamese ﬁelded a't

{ vxous, and markedly effective, It il a clear .

impressive . answer to the Nxxonf
. strategy. . o
Mr. Nixon' has been ‘withdrawing from,f‘:
«+ Vietnam at a_pace which he hoped would = .. .
‘give Saigon time to get ready to take over.: . i

ment at the Paris peace talks has declined." };
- The fact is' that Washmgton is not now -

‘clients, 'to gope with a-new Hanoi initiative #/ 3 secking a compromise settiement, because .

in Laos is quilc another matter. The Lao- ! i it now thinks it can get what it wants in Viet.©

“'The chances that this strategy may work‘,\f‘ s
have been improving. "As ‘they have im.'”

© . nam at least through November of 1972.. And o

<'€' i "of course if the, Thieu regime can survive..’

" that long it has a respectable chance qf sur-,;
vivmg longer. .

But’ the' tacit compact between President .} have grown more confident he has been

and 3eople requires (é\) that he deescalate e s iy iy compromise
“the jetnam war, and (B evoid any new . '\ aris. e only com
‘ (B) v *.. interest Hanoi would be one which provided-

‘wars like Vietnam,
" It is a clear part of this tacit eompact.
*well understood by everyone in politics ‘in..

this city, that Mr. Nixon must not get him.':
" self caught in another war deep in the jun

‘gles of Asla if he wants to enjoy the com
,pnrahve freedom ‘of' /maneuyer- ‘which  has
beeh his since Nov, 3, ', "'

i i

,-I,- " %51 dnswer. they luve worked’ out.' ‘i 1-4

éed to seek a compromise in* -
Under e h which would
:‘5 'for a coalition g0vemment in Saigon.
(! .Washington is- not now interested in a

'{Here is nothing to talk about in Paris. -~
__But this was a situation which was getting .
. steadily worse. for Hanol. Now, we see tht

(AR

PR
K, .'.u *

v So as reports frofn Salgon to the Presldent -

:coahuon government in Saigon. Hence.

m&vee

v‘:-"q-* _,.‘g !/o

| continue?
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: CL‘?I\.“‘.,:.\[\ OHTO
" PLAIN D:AMMR

chsxd et ’\1\on '2‘>;A3dl to the Soviet
lmm aed Grest Britain to kelp restore
peace in Laos under terms of the 1969 Gene-
\a aceords is umubtauaable.

The Vietnam conflict is spilling over,
Laos provides a convenient corridor (the Ho
Cini Minh Trail) for North Vietnam to send
men and supplies southward. Laos itself ig
Strife-torn, American _intervention in Laos,

planned  or nut, may be fomed as, scu-pro-

zeﬂtmp \
oI acw nee of that evont Mr. Nixon
Yesterday “asked for other nations to in-
texcnde' to remove the appoai ance of uni-
iateral action w hich has marked the United
Stat L€ presence in Southeast Asia;
. - But “there were Ciler reasons, more
pressing, for the PTCSLJL’h s mcssa< e from
Key I sea ne. e |

« Congress muvi he al"rt to’ tle possibility

'11 will "’n [t80) d"tmmme soon iis position on

Laz0s. here have been inc lcations of this.
D etense Secrelar Y Melvin L izdand Secre-.
lary of Seate William Rogers have appeared
befcre . szl lect: comn.uf“es of Congress to.
bried iZem on Laos, ] Perhaps E:gmfzcamly
even ey’

Presentations if not: uze cntxrc LO\.W.'IL..

whooneurity, hag net hoen asle to “lovs
i The Arperien :’:o;».o then pos
Ln GUi §9 m h U]c reeple’s vem

T I A i

S euta-
wt e lmf of ”)c h
ir‘ mm :J con the cremm!

A dag e E

,,

v

o ” 0001-2
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an afx Ted pacifist ‘as Semu, P
7 Leader Michza] . J. Mangield ex-
presied pleasure. ab the manner of th ecej',‘

',}}y .

ches In Wesh.,
N "‘");'}IU’ W

' L to. ﬂuu“mme ihe ne ‘uau y ofL 0S..

A L e R, )
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years, a ﬁ‘p beiween the i
the public, '

It was mb o} t x(] Ja“m v by Mr. Nixon
flom the zg _‘:.mcuo z Las‘dun SN
son, In Mr, Jo me’s vy

ublic dev eloned & great s
g words flom piot o
Cexperls why pregs, fzctm; "d
Swift hy.’ﬁczg.,:i u’ Amarioay troops from.
 Vietnam, Insieaq, therc were - esgalmion"
and ma:o Cz‘sumJe‘ ‘

ISt to requr-
and mii

- - Mr. I\z\m tmnff 10 buck hu mLu L!SL ;
hiz2s sot in f';mu bles far Bradual withdraw. Ve,
al of TRCCHIC  numbers of LIaoDs Cconsistent:
Wwith the safely of AMericsy forces, has
piedged ‘H'“fmn‘:/"ilon 0f the'war as woll
a8 keeping Congress informe: and secking |
COII“‘I’CSJIOJ al bc, nin fuaurc decisions, o

Tde eng 1'm imom'h Luo by the mcn of i
Iianoj now comniicates ihe picture, It haos

- been. revenled that' American interveniion i

— “af the recuest of the Royal Laotizn gov- |
rmnezu,' ,acwrmzﬂ 10 Mr 1\1‘{0*’ - et’
ast has begun, .7

Whether the Ameucans nvolved thf}re"'

-&8re  civilians, sodiers ox Creen Beretg

VO kn‘; for tha Ceniral Inte: aence Ageney
(U:—.), the point is plam uw nited Stateg

Wik Bave to make a deeision « \cc,n Cengy ess
- better he bdrepared, to. get furti oy invoived

I the adminisiy dt‘on vﬂlven*tf’rcﬂoflf

in L W08 1o arolect thc, phased "'nndmv fai
tom Vietn: anor to ub\”]d(}” w bat (.0..1(1 bc.-a
come g lou g gamer - ‘o

B N

‘ts oulv a long chauce lh“’any oliher

m.t iens i h'ﬂn rml this naticn’s wes“‘uh

oul ol ‘the fire bv greeing with Iur Nixon .

R e i, RN
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The Laotian -tar-,haby )

The American people, as has become
routine in Asian matters, are being
soothed with weasel words about Laos,
the tiny country next door to' Vietnam.

Secretary Laird assures us that there
are no U. S, “ground combat troops”
there, and no plans to. send them without

congressional consultation. It only remains .

for Mr. Nixon to tell us, as Lyndon John-

" son told us in 1964, “I am not going to
; send American boys to do what Asian

boys ought to do for themselves.”

But these familiar reassurances -are
themselves frightening. They smack of the
reassurances that heralded Vietnam, and it

. is no wonder that Senator Fulbright is

“scared to death” when he hears them. So .
are we. S
They always begin, these unconstitu-

- tional wars, when the brain trusters at State

. or Defense get it into their heads that -

-
>

even in the age of ICBM an inconsequen-
tial little Asian country is, as they say,
“vital to American security.” (“High offi- -
cials,” according to Mr, Fulbright, have
confided "to his committee that Laos is-

“even more important than Vietnam,” .

» which assumes that Vietnam was impor-
/tant in the first place.) , /

v

In Laos, a war that comes and goes with -

. the seasons, it is the CJA’s puppet army
': against the Pathet Lao, who are in turn
" backed by the North Vietnamese. Last
* year, the CIA’s minions captured the Plain
_of Jars, but turn about is fair play, it
seems, and this year the Pathet Lao has

captured it — so that this year, for the

¢ first time in the history of the Laotian

¢ ‘war, American B-525 are bombing supply -

. lines in northern Laos as well as the Ho
* Chi Minh trail, which they have pounded

to small effect for years. »
It is neither confirmed nor denied in.

' Washington, but the U, S. is suspected of
. paying for a 30,000 man “secret army”,..
- fighting for the Laotian government, and
¢ Is it to be supposed that they are not well’
- attended by U. S. “advisers”?

As far as world-wide military and diplo-
matic policy go, there may be plausible

" reasons for being thus involved in Laos,

although as was the case in the early

. stages in Vietnam the government knows )

best and refuses to consult the people of
which it is theoretically the servant.
For our part, we suggest that Laos Is

* not worth the bones of a single American,

We suggest that Laos is leading us unwill-
ingly into another Vietnam. And we sug-
gest, moreover, that an administration that

ble to contemplate if there were any sign

" . and 40,000 American lives in Vietnam had

‘the other night, this country does not

.years ago; it utterly destroyed Lyndon
-Johnson and a Laotian facsimile will de-

" needs only the added touch of a similar

" two months., He asked the war's critics to-

" support the Johnson-Nixon-Agnew theory.

. the Asian mainland but dreading what a..

.warmaking can do to this country. Ameri--

STATINTL

- . NN < e s

e eyt L3
\ . ‘

f

scenario. First come the “advisers"; then .
come the bombings to protect the “advis-

ers” and their advisees; then, as at Pleiku

barracks, comes a terroristic provocation,
The President and his advisers respond, as
Johnson and Bundy and McNamara re-
sponded to the Pleiku incident, by step-
ping up the bombing. Then you get a big
incident like the Gulf of Tonkin which is

" seized as an excuse for. sending the Mar-
_ines. And then our fists are stuck in the
tar baby. for good; or as James Reston

once put it, the fly has caught the flypa-
per. ) ' .
This fateful spiral could be more beara-

that our expenditure of over $100 billion

bolstered a decent, demacratic regime

' there (as opposed to Thieu and Ky, who }
‘{ail théir critics without trial and shut

down critical newspapers), or had even
stabilized the military-political situation
so that the U. S. could withdraw with the :
sense of a job well done, . , ,
But the key point just now is the-
smiling evasions of Mr, Laird.- We are ;
being taken for a ride and have no way of -
getting to the brake. As Rep. Allard Low-
enstein told a Guilford College audience

JES)

relish’ wars about which it is fot consulted
and to. which it does not consent. The
Vietnam war, for that very reason, came
close to tearing this country apart two !

stroy Richard Nixon in the same way. k.
Mr. Nixon’s failure thus far to “eénd” the !
Vietnam war, as he solemnly. pledged,

new war on the Asian mainland to touch
off a major domestic explosion. Mr. Nix-
on asked for time; he has had a year and

-~

be patient and the patience is remarkable, ,
although it has produced no evidence to

that it is the critics, and not the war- |
makers, who prolong the war. ) :

So we fully share the fears of Senator :
Fulbright about the secret maneuvers in |
Laos, not only dreading a second war on

UINRRIT §

second go-round of deceitful executive °

can paticnce with this kind. of sly leader-
ship is not inexhaustible, and the-present
silence should not be interpreted by Mr. |
Nixon as consent. When the regkoning :

PSRNV S

e
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_Everybody _remembers _the Vietnam': deceived. - - -
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Political Editor

|, s and of civilian pllots;
Sen.” hired by. the CIA_and Al

TRESNO — US
Alan  Cranston chm ged |
here Friday night Americal

escalating war in Laos aml

" that Iresident Nixon

“copying the (,ommunisu"n weather conditions”
An violation of t.he Geneva ' Whether {riendly vxllagcs .
" acecords.

Keynoting & three day{
candxda'ue ‘andorsing con-
vention of the California

. Democratic Council, Cran-
" ston said there are clear
“ signs the Laos escalation
. parallels the Vietnam es- ..

calation of 1964, thus’ ﬂlus-'*

.trating a Nixon Adminis- !
* tration “double risk policy.;
that could keep American'

O'

\

g
o e
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{EYNOTES CDC LVENT

E"%ﬂ”@@ W@zr Eswz l@emm

L g
I{e sald Nnxons gradunl
withdrawal plan -and the|
i i#unprecedented attack on, '
/tne mass media” are. two
‘to fly mercenaries <and’ ldevices the President is
“supplies around Laos s jusing to dampen critlcism!'
-easily covered up, the sen- lof the Vletnam war
ator sald. Plancs  shot” '
- down .are lost in ‘bnd

The “difty | wark” o'
Amencan-paxd mexccnar-‘

%NATOR Cranston
! urped getting all American
troops .out of Vietnam as
are hit “or whether wom- | rapidly as can be accoms-. i/
en and children in un-' plished with their safety in .
friendly villages are. mind, and by an an-
burned to death, nobody | nounced txmetable, not a,
who counts will ever see (secret one. : ;
the resulis—and since no-
body knows. nobody need

"‘Laos is short. ? <«on
) “the things it does, and to
venient place for owr Mi- yig0 " from the public all

nor leagua Mctternichs to '
defend thelr oo seif-de« s;aaoigés?agtgg:ﬁg_or could\

“A secrei umcuhu i';,
not a timetabie as ail. (eh
-a device for un adwm\b-\

tration to eclaim credit for

troops in Southeaqt Asxa tory . , )
for r))'e.ars. ' ] tp;:;:é;? 'ncf:c:fﬁ-',&crgx The scenario, said Cran-
: < ston said. - ston, “is alarming. The {

1 THE AIR war over Laosl

¢
!

.

1

~American
month during the time we \
were bombing North Viet-
nam to between 12,500 to

“has jumped from 4.500
sorlies

15.000 per month now, -
! Cranston said. He did not ;

reveal the source of the 5.en Ambassador Godley the

figures.

4 Mercenaries equipped, |

‘v IR EVY. | ')'\F!_ nald hv Amer-

fcans are Meo~ tnbe':mcn. :like Pontius Pilate than-an!
» comamanded by Lao offii ‘American official. That is
according to Cran{*'tho Iind of montality that
ston. “The Administration goat us into the. Southeast

: 13,050 .mdt ‘Astan  quagmire  ia. the
. 40,000 of them on the pav- - prqt place.”

cors,
has helween

- roll,” he said.
“Oddly. we are copying

fai~ . They are violating'

" the ‘Geneva accords but .

they won't admit it. So we !

ther. The last thing 1 ex-

* pected to ‘catch Richard .
- ‘Nixon doing was copying’

: the Communists "

said

: f-,ur

+ Cranston.:.,.

the Communists in this af-l “still mistakenly secks vice

. won't admit that we are.'
violating the accords ei«

Approved ForR g&%‘é“’idé‘lﬁ?fM l&ﬂ"ﬁﬁ?’

de ¥
por E' Ambassader G, MeMurtria pinqn o which caused it in:

fwar goes on in Vietnam

CRANSTON iand in Laos. The kind of

hit  Lags

Gogiey for stiling ard ac- one adminisitation (Presi=
rosting newsmen who re-f "dent Johnson’s) now per-r
“.ported - on American altl paaies the. new adminis-
operations out of L9S."} yration and.the end’is not

‘The secrecy of thisdirty: w1
l little war has probably. gn-‘l sight..

ministration ‘'is not telling .
: #llusion that he is a Roman- it the way It is when it

L 13 9,
; fgggmtjh:: hI: qsx::;k‘:olﬁg:: says ho American military
gaged in combat on the "
ground in Laes.”
CDC ' ' President
Burton,. a San Francisco {.
, -assemblyman, ; who made-
‘Nivon A dmin&&a‘ the colivention an open oue;!

- The .,

tum. (‘ramton charged, delegatns whether or not +;

they are CDC affiliated, !

Aory in: Vietnam. My

*
fear™ he said, “is thal” ,wiped out any intimation !«Monterey Park, is favored "

. ‘that the group might be
_ Vietnanyzation”  has™ be-; moderatmg ini its posture.”.

‘come just an_othor‘ way ol
paying foreifn troops t¢'. IN ‘A NEWS confercnce.1

fight a: war we wanl .y, gaid CDC is not self-

He said the Nixon Ad-f'

J. slrota

- .inviting . Democratic. ;

Burton said “We've got
to start thinking about the

distribution of wealth, You
won't solve violence until -

you solve economic inequi-
ties. We should take a
hard look at possible na-

- tionalization of the eil in-

dustry. Oil is taken from,

the ground and the ground -
‘belongs to all of:us, not tOJ
Just afew.””

.. He_ 30id . the route to'
Democratxc Party success
“includes registration of the -
poor, the elderly and the;

\ dlsadvantaged plus con-‘

pvineing the middle class of '
,the hoodwmkmg Gov. Ron-~
,ald Reagan is gwmg them.

(. CONGRESSMAN  John~

V Tunrsy of Riverside, a -
xn »

his liberal den. told newss -
»men he seeks the CDC en- ',‘ )

telf-styiei  moderate

-— .

“dorsement for his  U.S.
" Senate candidacy’ because '
+a candidate ‘for statewide
office must make ap ap-.
;peal to all fartions of the -
Democt‘ e - Porty “and 1
“feel my cu;or'lacv repre-
sents ke rain stream.’

T»nncy acknowledged
that e CDC, over the past.
“feov " uears,
thyt it is more lib-.
+erai than the party as aj

persounel " have * been en-l, yigle.. He said that win-’
.ning-

cne - cndorsemcnt
& would Indicate ‘the organi-

"John [3zation is fnterested in his,

, program and platform and -
"in having a winner against
Republican’ incumbent’
.George Murphy. His more,
¢ liberal - primary opponent, .

"has demon

l

Rep: -George” Brown,  of |

ig o win ‘CDC... support- at ;
‘.Sunday's ﬂnal sessiom.. ;. o,

fought . . Ki“ﬁ 'Gearsi eonseclous.over being

wsed Hessians. . v+ Rich ‘galied, * controversial - be- |
ald Nixon will- use ﬂ‘!ﬁ "cause . “CDC normany has}
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THE GREAT SOUTH ASIAN WAR

MICHAEL KLARE

Mr.. Klare, a staff member of the North American Congress At the end of World War II, the United States and
on Latin America, is completing a book on counterinsurgency its allies in Western Europe agreed to sanction the ;
i planning in the United States. ) ~ re-establishment of one another’s spheres of influence ;

- . in Asia. The United States, having conquered Japan,
< To gain a world-historical perspective on the war in -~ was to be dominant in the western Pacific (China,
t Vietnam, one must see it as but one episode in a . Japan, the Philipg'mes, etc.); France would remain

1 Great South Asian War that began almost immedi- . in Indo-China, and Britain in the Indian Ocean area
. ately after World War II, and can be expected to (India, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, etc.). The Allies ,
" continue into the 1970s, if not well beyond them. The also apportioned responsibility for the maintenance

~ Great War has already encompassed the Indo-Chi-" of a defense perimeter, corresponding to their colo- u

. nese War of Independence (1946-54), the guerrilla . nial holdings, which encircled the eastern half of Asia |
“war in Malaya (1948-60), intermittent warfare in . from Korea to Kashmir, and pledged to assist one .
Laos (continuing), guerrilla skirmishes in Thailand’ . -another if any point on the perimeter came under
(continuing), and other armed struggles in Burma, " - heavy attack. This ‘“‘gentleman’s agreement” was’
Malaysia and Indonesia. Combatants in these con- .» soon put to the test, for the restoration of colonial

flicts have included, in addition to troops of the coun- - regimes in South Asia (revoking wartime promises
‘tries named, the armies of Great Britain, France, - of independence) produced guerrilla warfare
. Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Nationalist .- throughout - the region. Several countries won their.
.China and, of course, the United States. . independence this way, where continued occupation
N These episodes constitute a common war not only  would have been unprofitable (Burma) or beyond
N\ ‘because they occupy overlapping zones in a single . the capacity of the home economy (Indonesia). But

thoatre of war but also because they spring from a . " in Southeast Asia proper, the colonialists were pre-
common cause: the determination of the advanced = pared to engage in protracted counterguerrilia strug-
industrial nations of the West (led by the United ... Elesto maintain their control of the area’s resources.

States) to intensify their control over the destinies of . In Malaya it took Britain (with the aid of Australia

the underdeveloped lands of Asia. The Western pres- ~ and Gurkha tribesmen) twelve years to force the last
ence in South Asia is naturally a military and eco- - * remnants of the Malayan Races Liberation Army
- nomic challenge to Communist China, whose real or - across the border info Thailand. In Indo-China, ~
imagined influence has been a factor in each of - France faced an even more formidable foe. In. 1950,
these struggles. But it is not the threat of Chinese - confronted with a deteriorating military situation in

bellicosity that lends unity to ail these episodes; it ° Vietnam:and growing discontent. at home, France,

' is rather the determination of the region’s indigenous -’ appealed to the United States to honor its commit-, .
; peoples to secure a future that will be free of foreign “ ment and help prevent a breach of the Asian defense;
‘control. Because the nations of South Asia are frozen = perimeter. Although the United States had already:

in a state of underdevelopment, and because nation- - deployed its troops in South Korea to protect the’
al houndaries (which, more often than not, were . ~ -northern flank of the perimeter, it mnevertheless
established by European powers) do not always con- . 'agreed to supply France with arms and badly needed

form to ethnic distribution, these conflicts often take . funds (the total U.S. contributions to the French’
the form of “insurgencies’—i.e., local struggles . military struggle in Indo-China amounted to $2.6 bil-.
against centralized authority—and the response to - lion, or 80 per cent of the cost of the tvar). :
“them has been a succession of *“‘counterinsurgen- - Despite this help, the Viet Minh wor at Dienbien-
cies.” Although the doctrine of counterinsurgency .~ phu, and the French army withdrew from Southeast,
was originally formulated to substitute a strategy - Asia, leaving a substantial militarvevacuum at the
of “limited warfare” for the obsolete strategies of - mid-point of the Asian defense perime'tnr. The United
““all-out” (i.e., nuclear) warfare, in South Asia coune ..’ States—which until this. time had considered South-,
terinsurgency threatens to become unlimited in.its " east Asia to be of secondary importance to its Pacific:
- ,duration. et e v iy territories—quickly raoved in. The French.colonial.

VoA it BT SN SR
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“ to blame. It is wrong to suggest that
:“the Air Force operates independently

!

An Unresponsive "Clarification’

| According to President Nixon, it I8
! false to charge that the U, 8. is escala- .
i ting the war in Laos; North Vietnam is .

. over Laos; the bombers fly missions °

' only on request of the Royal Laotian
i government. S

These. are among the assertions:

s ¥ made by Mr. Nixon in his statement..

on Laos yesterday. They echo most of

-that the interests of the Royal Laotian

‘ous South Vietnamese government are

truth, The families of the U. 8. air =«
crewmen lost in the war, for example, 4
will hardly be solaced by the report:

‘that “no American stationed in Laos

has ever been killed in ground combat.”

But perhaps more fundamentally, |
the President continues to maintain
government and the still more imperi-

also. those of the U. S. government.

§
A A : : And in that context, as American
his public declarations on Vietnam. But . : g vt
g‘ the}l') do not constitute, or even begin to pilots and CIA “advisers” support the
t h ! - . ‘Laotian army, as the Thieu regime in
} describe, a practical policy for peace In " Saigon ruthlessly jails its political foes, |
either nation. ' " the President’s expressed hope that “a
| 'In some of its sections, the Pres« ~genuine quest'for”pedce in JIndoching
. ldent’s “explanation” relies more on le-. " can now begin’* hds g futile, reminiscent.
: gaﬁs?p:;-_~la§guagq.;t{1§gHgn.-_the;,whqlgm:- e R T \md

! ”P.nd'ﬂw—,_ S T

FAWRR s X

G

T
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“Text of Statement Issued by President Nixon
ron US. Policy and Activityin Laos:
*. - KEY BISCAYNE, Fla,, March 6 (UPI)—Following is the tewt of |
a statement by President Nizon today on the history and present natureli :
\of United States involvement in Laos:. C S :

e
¥

'

In light of the increasingly massive {™ ' B . T
presence of North Vietnamese tmope‘.‘}r K What W&‘F(bund : ’
and their recent offensiv e inLaos, Iy A. The 1962 Accords - "..","poscd by the Communists, In approving® .%

have written letters today to Britishg |'"the 1962 arrangements, the Kennedy-! -

: ; - ; -%  When we came into office, this Ad-' - ini ion in effect accepted the.
finister Wilson and Soviet Pre-# , ] ' Administration in effec p
: fn?::exzs;;ne;skixl);o&eir helping in re- § Ministration found ahighly precarious’ basic formulation which had been ad- .
storing the 1962 Geneva agreements for j Situation in Laos. Its basic legal frame-1. vanced by North z“’t{}am armlgti:l;ﬂe _it Lo
" that country o "% work had been established by the 1962! Viet Union for a Laotian po 3

U ) . A | “tlement. ‘
As co-chairmen of that conference, yaccords entered into by the Iﬁennedy - Before the in was dry on the 1962- o

the United ‘Kingdom and the Soviet' Administration. — = . | geneva documents, and despite the fact
Union have particular responsibilitieis i Laos has been a battleground for most  that they embodied most of its own
for seeing that its provisions arc hon- { of the past 20 years. In 1949 it be-| proposals, North Vietnam sta_rted violat- *
ored, My letters note the persistent | came a semi-independent state within ing them. IN “compliance with the ac- .
.North Vietnamese violations of the ac* | tha French Union, The Pathet Lao Com-'l cords, the 666 American who had been °
cords and thoir current offensives; sup- | . t ] assisting the Royal Lao Gm(emment i
port the Laotian Prime Minister’s own « Mmunists rebelled against the Government * .yithdrew hnder LC.C. supervision. In
current appeal to-the’ co-chairmen for - in the early Ninteen-fiftics, and fight | contrast, the North Vietnamese passed
consultations; urge the co-chairmen to . ing continued until the 1954 Geneva set- | .only a token 40 men through 1.C.C. « .
work with other signatpﬁes of the Gen:; tlements ended the Indochina war, Laos | - checkpoints and left over 6,000 troops ! :

;
!
|

.eva accords; and pledge full United 'at that time became an independent t in the country.,

——

I

B R PETY  e T P A o o e g S e e

0

Cede

i e i ber of North :

eration. neutral state, The indigenous Commun- A steadily growing number, -. .

Sttﬁi::ﬁ: x;nost recent military build-up ists, the Pthet Lao, nevertheless retained | - Vietnamese trofc}ps haze feg;g‘:do;hf;: PR
.in Laos has been particularly escalatory, control of. the two northern provinces. ;= €ver Since, md ag;aq \lf_lO o O ot et
They have poured over 13,000 addition-, Since then, this small country has been’| Geneva accords, E’SI; eZGCO gg \ e 1
al troops into Laos during the past fewl_ the victim of persistent subversion and | 33,000 in mid-1967, 46,000 in m ,

PR TR

< months, raising their total in Laos to’ finally invasion by the North Vietnames and 55.909 in Irfld-1969. Today they are_‘- S
vIover 67,000, Thirty North Vietnamese., In May, 1961, negotiations for a Lao- 4, at an all-time high of some 67,000 men.
‘. pattalions from regular division units: tian settlement opened in Geneva, with .- These are not advisors or techniclans
4 participated in the current campaign in! Governor Harriman as the chief Ameri--" or attaches. They are line units of the

“sthe Plain of Jars with tanks, armored, can negootiator, During the course of " North Vietnamese Army conductinn ope
¥ cars and long-range artillery. The in-s tl}ose long ncogitatxons.ﬂghtmg con- + aggression againsta neighborthat poses
" dignous Laotian Communists, the Pathet. tinued and the Communists made fur-"/'-.no threat to Hanoi,

' Lao, are playing an insignificant role. ther advances. Faced ith a potentlal ©° ,In addition, since 1964, over a half--
!, North Victnam's military escalation in threat to Thailand; President Kennedy.' ' million North Vietnamese troops have:
¥ 1.a0s has intensified public discussion in. ordered 5,000 marines to ‘that country" © erossed the “Ho Chi Minh Trail” in
- this country. The purpose of this state. inMay, 1962, ‘  i'mLaos to invade South Vietnam. This ine’
" ment is to set forth the record of what' ~ FINally, in July, 1962, after 14'months ‘" filtration route provides the great bulk:
we found in January, 1969, and the .of ncgotiations, 14 nations signed the '’ of men and supplies for the war in:
. policy of this Administration sinca that,; SC?_CV% acc‘;"gs proovti]din‘g for tth? ﬂ%u- .* South Victnam. S
Cutme e m S it o sff]l clsz.a tII:): ({Jnit"::(:ls' S ta\t%‘; SI#\T:?u?lgc‘i:s tl?c 1% The political arrangements for a three-.
: ‘ . A i : \ A d.ay government survived only until Ap-
- Soviet Union, Communist China, North !/ X
 Vietnam, the United Kingdom, France, . Fiv 1963, when the Pathet Lao Com-.

- ’ AdeS o 4 * . munist leaders departed fr th -

. the Southeast Asian nations most di- ‘i 1o P om the cap

.

RTINS g _su ital and left their cabinet posts v t.
T . "rectly invalved and the members of the | o & posis vacant,
© o+ .~ s International Control Commission, Can- " Figliting soon resumed and since then —
. . . ada, India and Poland. ii thera have been cycles of Communist. :

These accords came on month after - offensives and Royal Laotian Governe
“ the three contending forces within Laos ; | g;‘fi?gvc;ogggﬁr]c)f;e:s;vgs. The tefc‘lef?‘y for;‘:-
announced agrecment on' the details of « . 0 B I?lo x:tl}: v‘?"t“"a‘e through.
. a coalition government composed of the'{ ! oo }e’ars Hanoi h ie “‘}g‘e‘f’e-h In re-
three major political factions and head- ) ; TPV T o O as provided the preat,

‘ed by the ncutra}xst,- Prince Souvanna ' |- N ﬂl{ Vi tpmmun st troops In Laps.
.~ ~Phouma. North Vitnam claimed that it i alm:rir Lac "Er“;: 3PIP93T]S to have two
-... . favored a coalition' government. Both<1; { adllity to u?s% Lagsf ;sst as t: irllsure its
: '{f’ oréthxegnam and the Soviet Unionly g, North Vietnamese for:es?pi: §§§§§-
‘backe: Px‘-mce Souvanna for his new.. { Vietnam. Tho se dis t n N
.'post. The present Government of Laos’ : g second Is towe aken and-

| i o N bvert the Royal Lao G —
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WASHINGTON, March 6 —
Authoritative sources in. the
Administration  report” ' that
President - Nixon intends 'to
name ‘David M, Abshire as As-
sistant Secretary of State for
Congressional relations.

Mr. Abshire, 43 years old, Is
now executive director of the
Cenler for Strategic and Inter-
national Studics at - George-
town University here.  ~ '

The Congressional rclations
post is among the most sensi-
tive in Washington. The Assis-
tant secretary is among the key
officials charged with obtaining
Congressional support for the
Administration’s foreign policy.

At the Georgetown Center,
Mr. Abshire has directed a
wide - range of research pro-
jects in foreign ' affairs over
the last nine years. Earlier, he

House Fepublican Policy Com-
mittee. He also was a.consul-
tant on foreign policy at the
last three Republican national
conventions. : C

Rightist Label is Denied

Sources close to Mr, Abshire,
whose. appointment has been
rumored for several weeks,
took pains to describe him as
a moderate conscrvatime, IHe
hag been portrayed in some re-
ports as a right-wing extremist.

The sources pointed to Mr.
Abshire’s specches and writing
as evidence of his political
views. He has urged a gradual
but not precipitate withdrawal
from Victnam and a reduction
of American forces' abroad in
an orderly manner.

" State Department Post

" .. By RICHARD HALLORAN

Special to The New York Times ‘

served on th af f tho|,
o e staif o oin Chattanooga, was graduated:

MAR 1970
STATINTL
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|Nixon Expected to il |

v

Rejects a Prophet: The Life off

Tennecssee Scnator who fought!
against racial politics in the:
South in the 1870's, ‘The pref-|
ace of the book was by the late

Atlanta Constitution and widely,
regarded as a Southern liberal,.

william B. Macomer Jr, who
was promoted to Deput Under,

ministration in October.

Harlow Called Sponsor

Mr.. Abshire, who met Mr.
Nixon when Mr. Nixon was in

|

fave heen recommended for.

post by Bryce Harlow, Coun-
selor to the President and gen-!
erally considered the top man{J

Mr, Abshire, who was borri

from the Military Academy at
West Point in' 1951, He served:
in the Korean war but resigned:
from the Army to take grad-
uate work at Georgetown in

11955, He received his doctors .
ate in history and government\ o

in 1959. = .
From 1958 to . 1960, he:

strength under Representative

ity leader. _
. During 1961 and 1962, Mr.§
Abshire was dircctor of ‘special
terprise Institute, He then went,

chairman of which is -Adm,

A h. Abshire has also written

Arleigh A, Burke, former

a’ book, "entitled- “The ;South

PETRESREESSEES A

Senator D. M. Key," about a

Ralph McGill, cditor of The .

Mr. - Abshire will succeed!

Sccretary of Statc. for Ad+ .

Congress, - wag, reported to:

the Congressional - relations; i

on the White House staff, = !~

was staff director of a studyl.
on American strategy andi .

Gerald Ford, the Michigan Re-!
publican who is now the minor-' -

projccts at the American Ene -t
to the Georgetown center, the; -

Chiof} -
lof- Naval Operations,i cilindl ;-
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By LAWRENCE M. O'ROURKE
O} The Bulletin Staff

Miami~The picture of Amer-
ican presence in Laos sketched
by President Nixon ycsterday
left unanswered a basic ques-
tion: Where do we go’ from
here? . - S

Or put another way: Is Laos

_ N_i;xon'Text_'on Page 2

going to turn into another.Viet-
nam? e .
Neither the President nor
White House officials who met
with newsmen here would deal
directly with those questions.

Small Involvement .

The 4,000-word statement on
Laos issued by Mr. Nixoa from
his winter White House at Key
Biscayne will not likely quiet
the critics of the Administra-
tion’s policy toward Laos.

La-tdZment was largely a

.. ) : “Y\

k;u (Re'wd

‘review. of_the last six years of
U. §. involvemenf. Mr. Nixon
stressed throughout that he is
continuing policles first estab-
lished. by the Kennedy and
Johnson Administrations, .
Overall, as portrayed by Mr.
Nixon, the extent of U. S, in-
volvement now in Laos is small.
There are only 616 Americans
directly employed by the U. S.
Government in Laos, Some 320
Amecricans are military advisers
or instructors to Royal Laotian
units. Of the 320, there are 228
military personnel and 92 civil-
ians, probably employes of the
Central Intelligenca Agéncy..
There are no' U, S ground
combat troops in Laos, he said;
there have been -none there
since the 1962 Geneva accords
declaring’ Laos neutral, and
there have been fewer than 300
Americans, all airmen, killed as
part of the Laotian fighting in
the past six years..
" The statistics cover a period

= e

s

" iiniLaos. 0.

Isions joined in the current cam-
paign, in the Plain of Jars re-

|
1

: _ leva ‘accords, “to, wotk for, the

was very little Comununist ac-
tivity In Laos, It was only in
the past few months, as Mr.
Nixon pointad out, that thé
North Vietramese government
began sending combat troops
into battle ‘.n"single numbers

Some 30 North Vietnamese
pattations from regular divi-

gion, the critical military area
of ‘Laos. It was the fighting
over the Plain of Jars' which
largely instigated the’ criticism
and questioning .in' Congress
which led to yesterday's prfsl-

ole

bcéce -and neutralify‘ of . Laos]

'in which for the most part there;

was an, effort to broaden the!
participants and open the dia-
'log beyond Laos, the United.
States and North Vietnam,
But the! question remains: What
it Hanoi continues to pump
men and supplies into Laos, .if
the Comnunists continue to ad-
vance militarily, if Russia and

not—bring about progress to-
ward pcace and neutrality
Laos, what then? ‘.. . 7.
A White House official said
that under 'no circumstances
would the United States use

ULt T T

Sl Unclear

Great Britain cannot—or will!

. . L ., '
N [ . TP
s e LTINS LA

LT
1 , - . ‘.".'
3

The President, avoiding pre-
dictions or threats of U. S. es-
calation to match Communist
activities, nevertheless tied in

lithis country's policies to those

of the Communists.
He said that he authorized
U, S§. air combat missions
against the North Viemamese
and Laotian Communists in Laos
only after they stepped. up their
military offensive and” at the
request of Prince Souvanna
Phouma, the Laotian prime min-
ister, ,
. U. S. air operations current-
1y consist, the President said, of
pombing the Ho Chi Minh Trail

combat, forces in Laos without
Masking first for Senate -ap-
proval. ‘
Open-Ended Commitment
“The official was asked what
the United States will dp if
Hanol continues to,escalate the
i| war, '
1 He replied that the Nixon Ad-
ministration is very much
aware ot the. concern that the

a Vietnam-like situation,

The official said that the Unit-
ed States is not golng to slide
into an open-ended commitment,
like the one in Vietnam, without
carefully controlling and asses-
sing each step along the way.

But it would not serve the na-
tional interest, the official said,
for the Administration to give a
flat description of what it would
not do in circumstances that
have not yet arisen,

The Administration belleves it
has been careful up to now and
will continue to be- so, the of-
ficial said. ' But he also main-

dential statement. -, ./
Effort to Widen Scope -
Mr. Nixof's statement was

still by the Communists, - His
appeal . to Russia * and Great

- unequivocally a call for a stand- | Ajgl_«_i_l_l'rsricnou L

Britain, signatories to the Gens

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2

taincd that peace in Vietnam
and Sotuhcast Asia will be al-
fected by developments. - - -

United States might slide  into|

Royal Laotian troops, and fly-
ing reconnaissance over north-
ern Laos. .

ations has been increased only
:mcs'e in Laos and the level of
“their apgression has increased,”
Mr. Nixon said.

Appeal to Communists

A White House official, asked
it the Administration is not put-
ting itsell at the mercy of the
‘Communists by allowing the
Communists to set the extent of
U. 5. involvement, said that the
fashionable answer is no.

But that is nonsense, the - of-
ficial went on, Of course, he

affected by what the Commu-
nists do, and to that extent, this

as it runs through Laps; bomb-| '
ing and strafing in support of}

“The level of our alr oper. '

' as the number of North Vietna-| .

said, the United States will bey

country is at their mercy,
e T .

oo
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-leon on Laos:

Room for Doubts

President Nixon finally made a

)

+" public statement on America’s involve- -

" ment in Laos. His words contained -

PR TNV a

The good news:
. @ We have no ground troops
' ¢ there and will not send any. "

" @ He is asking Russia and Great |
. Britain, the nations responsible for |

" maintaining the 1962 accords on Laos,
_to help restore peace.

. We are not escalaJtmg the war
- there.
. .The bad news:

: © North Vietnam has sent 13 000
. more ground combat troops into Laos,
. bringing the total to 67, 000.

g © Americans are flying combat -
. ‘support missions. for Laotian forces.

© These missions are flown “only

- ernment.
* @ This means that Amemcans are’

e A Y, W g

. The President did not say if we have
| reserved the right to refuse suoh mis-
. shonis.
~ President Nixon said only 616 U.S.
government employes are in Laos. A
White House official added that only -
4 228 of these are military men. Pre- -
 sumably most of the others are CIA
I men who train, direct and pay the
| Laotian army, but the Pres1dent did
' not touch on that.
. It is good that the President fmal-
1y spoke up on Laos, even if it did,
¢ take months of prodding by various -
:F-?isenators It is good to know that he

*has no intention of expanding our in- -

volvemenrt But he did say the level

v“"of U.S. air operamlon had increased in
£~ response . to increased North Viet-"]
~namese aggression. That is'one way to -

.escalation if the Reds step up the
-pressure.
The President will have to make -
certain the line stays drawn. His be- .
latod candor is welcome, but we would
e to hear more details, especially
Approved For Remmw@uwmy ﬁlmamaan
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" when requested by the Laotian gov-'

in combat, and on orders of Laotians,
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President Nixon's explicit description
csterday of the nature and scope of
american involvement in Lads will do

But that is because Fulbright, Mec-
- Govern, Symington & Co. seemingly are

0
/

0

‘more interested in the reassertion of
Senate prerogatives in the field of for-'

eign affairs than they ave with the reali-

ties of the situation in Southeast Asla.

]

SIAITINIL

STk

T The Truth About Laos

they propose that we do nothing at all in .

- Laos, thus endangering the lives of
" thousands of Americans in Vietnam. -
hittle to quiet his congressional critics. .

In short, we find no fault with pres- -

. ent American policy in Laos, which the

Presidel‘{t rightly describes as request-.
ed, limited, supportive and defensive. We

“only wish he had made his statement -

The extent of the American involve- .

ment in Laos has been one of the

worst-kept “secrets” in the histories of
war or diplomacy. On September 28 in : p

/than a couple of thousand U.S. govern-
‘ment personnel—military, paramilitary

_strategic mountain kingdom. Yesterday,

. number—including ail contract person-

hese columns we noted that not “more *

" sooner; and we awalt with extreme in-

terest—although we are not holding our
breath—a similarly detailed statement

. from Hanoi describing the extent of ils ;

" or CIA—are involved” in that small but -

involvement and goals in Laos. ’ )
Where do we go from here? The Pres-

“.ident said yesterday that he has “no’
“plans for introducing ground combat ’

troops into Laos,” despite the deteriora-~
tion of the situation there in recent days. ;

" That is sensible and right.
-the President said the precise

‘niel—1is 1,040. In contrast, according to

~the President, the North Vietnamese
_ now have 67,000 regular troops in Laos.

o

Yet it is clear that the North Viet- -
namese. and their Pathet Lao auxillaries

must be Kept clear of the Mekong Valley .

" to preserve the remnants of Lao inde-

We stated on September 28 that

‘,.“some 97 U.8. airmen have been lost -

~over Laos,” adding that it is doubtfulif . .
" 'prevent a clash between the North Viet- '

:“more than 200 American llves have
:been lost” there “over the past decade.”

~Yesterday, the President sald that no ..

"';"Amerlcan has been killed in . ground

; combat operations in Laos.

. The President’s critics cannot have 1§
both ways. They cannot protest bitterly

pendence and territorial integrity (guar=-.
anteed by the U.S. In the Geneva accords
of 1962), to prevent a serious deteriora-
tion in the situation in Vietnam, and to

nhamese and the Thals, to whom we have
treaty commitments,
If that means more air and logistical

‘. support—even more advisers—we sup~'

. because American ground troops are .’
committed in large numbers in Vietnam
-and complain equally stridently when -

vLaotion regulars and iregulars must re-

“+ this 18 not so in Laos, which means that

scelve alr and logistical support, Unless

MCTRS

- port such temporary measures, If all our

wars cost as little American blood, we

. would be fortunate. And if the Presi~ .

dent’s critics are concerned about the :

‘- escalation of the “secret” war, they-
_ought to “tell it to Hanoi": It is the:

North .Vietnamese, ultimately, who will-
decide how much of & war it s to be. .
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CROSBY S. NOYES

- Nixon Facing 'Basic and D

The current congrcssional'
uproar gbout our “'secret war"

. In Laos is largely a reflection

of the improved siluation in
our non-secret war in Viet- -
pam.

In Victnam, things are grad-
ually comiing under control,
President Nixon's program of
“Vietnamization” scems to be
working better than even its
architects dared hope. The

“fact that almost all of the

~news out of Saigon in recent

)

+days has centered on the trial -
of an accused Communist
sympathizer is a promising in-
dicator that the fighting is
: winding down. )
In Laos, on the other hand,
it is winding up, though ona
far smaller scale. And so it is
only natural that critics of our
commitments in Asia who pro-
fess to belicve that the Presi-
dent is anxious to get us in-
volved in another war there
should suddenly rediscover .
Laos as a cause of primary
concern.

Still, with all due respect to -

. Sepate Majority Leader Mike

N
i

*.

Mansfield, it is not really trua ' control of the whole country,  most problems, Neither are ;-
‘North Vietnam and the United,,

_that we
necks” Lin _thg_lar il'l I.-aos.

are already *'up to our -

Comapared to Vietn o
more likeup toour o
And that alsods tie ~ '3
likely to stay. Despe. e
cries of alarm, it is almost
unthinkable that there ever
will be a massive American
presence in Laos. '
We shall continue, no doubt,

BRI\

to supply arms and cquipment.

to the Royal Lao forces as
long as there are any lelt. The
CIA will continue to support
and advise the dwindling nuin-
ber of Meo tribesmen who
have been (lighting a delaying

guerrilla action against the .

advancing Communists,

Bombing missions from Thai-.
JJard and South Vietnam:

against North Vietnamese reg-
ulars in Laos may go on, Nix-
on in his policy talk yesterday
said Hanoi had 67,000 combat
troops in Laos.
There is some danger, how-
ever, that these efforts will not
* be enough. The possibility of a

general collapse of resistance . -

y forces loyal to the govern-

ment Vientiane certainly

« cannot be ruled out, If that

should happen, the Commus~
nists might find themselves in

even if that is not
ent intention.

e e e e——ne i bt
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their prea--
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in fact, some legal basis for
coveting Laoss 1ronically

cnough, the French, in the late
19th century,: revived an old

claim that all of the'land cast .

of the Mekong River belonged

to Viclnam. The claim con-

ccivably could be revived
now to justify what would be,

reality the military con-.

uest of the country.
Diplomatic moves to save

the situation are unlikely to be -

. of much help. Souvanna Phou-
ma, the Laotian premier, has
. been calling for a revival of -

the 1962 conference of 14 na--

tions which “guaranteed” the

neutrality of Laos and setup a |

coalition government of right
. ists, neutralists and Coramu-
' nists in Vientiane, Mansfield
has suggested that the scope

of the conference could he ex-

panded to include all of South-
. east Asia. '

" however, 'seems imprebable
. today. Among the 14 nations

. that met in Geneva that year:

. were Russia and China, who.

- bo longer sce eye to eye on,

States : ikely. to find the

[
'

i

What was possible in 1962, '

Q4070QP50001-2

ture of Laos,
Even if resistance in Laoy

+should eollapse, It is most im= ©

probable that Nixon would
throw U.S. forces into the vac-
uum,

in 1962. The far stronger possi-
bility is that Thailand would
see a Communist takeover

ithere as a direct threat to it
-security and take military ac-

tion on its own.

+would be an international war
;between Thailand and North
yVietnam, with -the unhappy
; Laos in the position of the ham
‘in the sandwich. This, needless
‘to say, hardly would represent
"an improvement in the situa-
.tion from anyone's point of
view.

-cate” choices that he spoke of
in his recent foreign policy
-statement, *“If, we limit our
- own involvement in the inter~

Nixon, in short, is up against
_one of those “basic and deli-

selves in agreement on the fu-

as President John F. .
‘ Kennedy came close to doing .

y What could then résult

est of encouraging local self- |
“reliance,” he wrote, “and the !

" threat turns out to have been

judged, we will only have cre-

“ated still more dangerous.
¢ choices.” '

' And indeed, in the case of
. Laos, that's about the size of
’it. Tne United States has an
interest in preventing a new

international war in Southeast -

:Asia that should be clear

-enough to all members of the

Congress. If we can do this

' within the scope of the limited .
i effort being made in Laos to- -
day, wo can consider our

eelves very fortunate indeed.
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lieate’ Choice in Laos

The North Victnamese have, .




ixon Qutlines

.{a precise description of our cur-

Role iin Laos,
Defends Policy

e By a Star Stafl ertor: )
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla—

Public pressure spurred by Sen-

ate crities has forced from Pres-
ident Nixon the first official de-
seription of what the United
iStates has been doing for six
years to help neutral Laos com-
bat Communist aggression from
North Vietnam. o
A “precise description” in a
presidential  statement  yester-
iday afternoon of what he lermed
limited, requested,
and defensive aid acknowledged
that American warplanes “fly
combat support. missions for
Laotion forces.” ' _
It also listed military advisory
and training aid and logistics
,support, by a total of 643 Ameri-

.can military and civilian person-

:nel on the ground in Laos. Offi-
‘cials put the total of U.S, mili-
‘tary personnel in Laos at 228.

1 Nixon said he had not consid-
-ered it in the national interest to’
disclose details of the American:
!role because it might hinder ef-:
forts to get North Vietnam to

‘honor its pledge in the 1962 Ge-'the government or to govern-

neva accords to respect the neu-
‘trality of Laos. . 7

' Change of Mind

| He changed his mind because
{of intense public speculation and
‘“grossly inaccurate” reports “to
! the effect that the United States

i

‘involvement in Laos has sub-:

istantially increased in violation
‘of the Geneva accords, @ that
sAmerican ground forces are'en-
‘gaged in combat in Laos and
ithal our air activity bas had
{ the'effect of escalating the con-
flict,” he said. .

Things got to the point, a key
presidential aide said, * where
Nixon had to judpge hetween the
impact of continued official sc-
crecy on the confidence of
Americans in their government,
tand the international impact of
telling more about what is going

Things ~got to the point, a key.
presidential aide said, " where
Ni“on héd .to"judge belween the
impact  of“eontinucd official sc-
cre on the confidence of
4. “ericans in their government,
and the international impact of
‘telling more about what is going
fon in Laos,

!

supportive ;

" " 'fon said the total number, mili-

Approved Fdlapgel%giasgce
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The President sald he conclud-
ed that “our national, interest
will be served by putting the
subject into perspective through

“|rent activities in Laos.” ,
He emphasized that all the
(United States has done and is
doing in Laos is in response to
“flagrant violations” of the Ge-
neva accords by North Vietnam
ithat began ‘“‘before the ink was
dry” on the 1962 neutrality
agreements. e

North Viet Troops -

Instead of withdrawing all its
armed forces {rom Laos in keep-
ing with the accords, the North
Vietnamese left more than 6,000

said, while all the 666 Americans
who had been assisting the royal
Lato government were pulled
out, : _—

Steadily growing over the,
years, the number of North Viet-
namese armed forces in Laos
climbed to about 33,000 in
mid-1967, 46,000 in mid-1968 and
55,000 in mid-1969, More came in
during the last months of 1969.

part in combat operations, he| Peace “Highest Priority”
said “no Amcrican stationed in} Dcclaring  that ‘“‘peace re-
Laos has ever been killed in{mains the highest priority of this

jtroops in the country, Nixon|

‘ground combat operations,”

His aide said that during the
some six years of American air
;operations over Laos, a total of

killed or reported missing in ac-
tion, : '

Use of Bombers

This aide said presidential au~
tlmr_ity 13 necessary for the use
of big B-52 American bombers in
support of Laotian forces fight-

the vicinity of the Plain of Jars
— and has been granted only
once. Other support missions are
flown by fighter-bombers,

He emphasized that there has
been just one B-52 raid in north-;
rern Laos — as distinet from
bombing of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail to interdiet the flow of
North Vietnamese men and sup-
plies into South Vietnam.

During the Communist buildup
for the recent offensive that
swept over the Plain of Jars, he
said, the President constantly
rejected proposals to use the

and in January this year to
- bring the total now to an all-
time high of some 67,000 men,
the President related.

' By contrast, he said, the total

‘number of Americans directly |:

employed by the U.S. govern-
.ment in Laos stands now at 616.
‘In addition, there are 424 Ameri-
‘cans employed on contract to

"ment contractors,
Of these 1,040 Americans, Nix-

Itary and civilian, engaged in a
<military advisory or military
i training capacity is 320, Logistic

said these 323 are almost entire-
Iy civilian contract personnel.

CIA Personnel

Neither the President nor his
aide, who provided some addi-
tional facts'in briefing nows-
men, broke down the figures to
. show how many of the Ameri-
cans helping the Laotian forces

Intelligence Agency.

The implication is that at leakt
the difference between the total
of 320 Americans engaged in
military advising and training,
and the total of 228 military poer-
sonnel—or some 92—are CIA
personnel,

The President reaffirmed that
“there are no American ground
combat troops in Laos,”’ and
‘there are no plans for sending
.any. -
! ‘Indicating that the Americans
engaged in -advisory, trainin

personnel number 323. Officials!-

are employed by the Centx\‘zX

B-52s against tempting targets
because he did not want to pro-
vide possible provocation for the
‘ottack on the Laotian defenders
;that came anyway.
Despite the “flagrant viola-
:tions” of the Gencva accords cit-
.ed by the President, he risked
¢Communist charges that the
:United States is violating thosc
accords by disclosing as much
-detail as he did in his statement
“yesterday. North Vietnam, with
67,000 troops in Laos, never has
admitted having anybody there.
But he was not admitting vio-
lation, =

. U.S. Attitude o
The presidential briefing ald‘e
was asked specifically if Nixon's
statement was an admission
that the United States also had
violated the Geneva agrecments

tions. . .
The aide replied to this effect:
There is no judicial proces::

fhat determines what you a:

entitled to do- after violation by

the other side. Our position is

_that the Laotian government is

entitled to ask help in self-

defense. Our view is that the

Geneva agreements are still val-

id. We want them restored. All

our activities are at the request

of the government headed hy

Prince Souvanna Phouma

was installed by North Vietnam

and the Soviet Union. They have
been in response to North Viet-

S
ae

less than 400 airmen have been |

in response to Communist viola- |y

namese  violations, and at the

administration,” the President
said be hepes a “genuine quest
for peace” in both Laos and
South Vietnam ean now begin.
© Tor Laos, he said, the quest
will require the efforts of the
cochairman of the 1962 Geneva
Conference — the Soviet Union
and Great Britain — and the
-other signatory countries.

He said he sent leiters yester-
day to British Prime Minister
Harold Wilson and Soviet Pre-'

ing the Communist invaders in* i¢r Alexei Kosygin ‘“asking

their help in restoring the 1962
Geneva agreements” for Laos’
neutrality, independence and in-
tegrity. .
The Genevd accords on Laos
grew out of a concerfed-effort to
resolve a 1961 crisis brought on
by what Nixon called “open ag-
gression’ against Laos by North
Vietnam.
Nixon recalled that the late
President John F. Kennedy said
in March 1961 that “the security
of Southeast Asia will be endan-
gered if Laos loses its independ-
ence.”
Negotiations for a Laotian set-’
tlement opened in Geneva in
May 1961. Fourteen months lat-
er, in July 1962, the agreements
for the neutralization' of Laos,
under a copalition government
headed by Souvanna Phouma,
were reached. Both North Viet-
nam and the Soviet Union
backed Souvanna Phouma at the
time. .

Record of Fighting
Reciting some history fo make
the point that Laos is an inherit-
ed problem for him, Nixon said
fighting resumed in 1963 and has
continued since, with forces op-
posing the government being led
and dominated throughout by
the North Vietnamese.

President Kennedy started
providing American aid in the

form of supplies and munitions :
at Laotian request in 1963.

| In May 1964, President Lyndon .
. Johnson responded to re- -
.sests to meet North Vietnam- -
¢se escalation of the fighting hy
increasing U.S. training and lo-
gistic support. At the same time,
the United States “began flying
certain interdictory missions
against invaders who were vio-
lating Lao neutrality.”

Nixon's briefing aide made the
point that the total number of
'U.8. personnel in Laos has re-
<mained constant since his ad-
i ministration came into ofiice.
e said there is no plan fo in-
crease it. L

The aide said he did believe it

i e

ment, ,

request of the Laotian govern-

CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2

would be in the national interest

continued
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United States will or will not do
in response to further escalation
of the conflict by the North Viet-
namese.

He emphasized, however, that
under no circumstances will the
President send ground combat
troops into Laos without asking .
-congressional approval first,
And he said he does not believe
this is likely. .

SANEL NI,

Air mﬁerica C-123 cargo planes land‘suppliés at

the Sam Thong air strip, 20 m

iles southwest

24
. —United Press International

from the Plain of Jars in Laos, while wozk on!
the strip is still in progress.*. 2 ‘
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U.S. Involved In Laos?

i Despite disclaimers by the Nixon
‘administration, is the U. S. getting
‘too deeply involved in the conflict
‘in Laos?

- Some members
‘siderable evidence of a pattern sim-
:ilar to that of our Vietnam exper-
:jence,

{ The Nixon admmlstratlon says’

'we are not going to get involved
‘in the war other than to lend air
support to» non- Commumst Lao-
tians.

' But U, 8. television audiences
‘have seen evidence o A and
-intelligence operations in Laos and
‘there have been numerous recent
-incidents of U. S. aircraft apparent-
‘ly operating in support of Royal
.Laotian forces.

3

‘major Communist supply line, pass-
€s, )

of Congress:
‘think so and there is, indeed, con-- fact, are facing at times the Pathet,

‘Lao, the Reds who are hand in’

. Laos, of course, is rig’ht next door
to Vietnam and the country through
~which the Ho Chi Minh Trail, a .

It is ot hard;to_gee how two ~ danger.

wars could easily become mixed

~up. Indeed, a lot of hair-splitting is

required by the U, 'S. command to

- determine whether our aircraft are'

pursuing Viet Cong forces or, in'
{

glove with the North Vietnamese. |

Laos was a problem for the U. S.|
even before we became so deeply!
involved in Vietnam. Like Vistnam,

it is a divided country and efforts,

to form a coalition government
have not been notably successful.

The country has from two to
three million inhabitants, no paved
roads, no railroads and two-thirds!

“of it is a mountainous jungle. -

Our military involvement in such]

~a land would, to put it mildly, be

most dxstasteful : i
The Nixon administration is:
aware of this fact and there is rea-:

‘son to believe every effort will be,

made to draw the line somewhere.
But the sxtua.tlon 1s fraughrt w1th

ERE Y T g e :i» .
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By Raymond R. Cottey

Laotians call their country “The Kingdom RA

" of the Million Elephants and the Royal White N
Parasol.” N

And that unlikely name is no more unllkely
than everything else about the mountainous, . :
thickly jungled Southeast Asian land where - f
the United States finds itself deeply involved '
in a long-running war that some fear may -
become another Vietnam.

i

cmr“ "1 DUTLY ST
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., The head of government, the prime m
! ister, is Prince Souvanna Phouma. The no

his half-brother, Prince Souphanouvong,

But the man the United States is betting
" 'most of its chips on In the struggle for Laos is
a major general named Vang, Pao, a member
of the minority Meo tribe, who has half a
dozen wives, used to be a sergeant in the

To start with, Laos is not really a country, .
" it is more the whimsical creation of old'{)}
« French colonial map makers.

It has two capitals, the royal capital at »

thorough obscurity, and the administrative '
7. capital at Vientiane, But the whole country
- has only one high school and the courses are
taught in French.

THE PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIES -+ - .-
traffic, gold smuggling and orhcmi up—
tion, the last made possible and proﬂtable
f -mainly by the hundreds of millions of U.S. -
; dollars poured into Laos in the last 12 years" 1
- OT §0. |

The native Communist Pathet Lao, along 3
g with the North Vietnamese, are one of the ;

forces engaged ln the war against the govem-‘L
L . .

-41.&..; .._-e_‘.-;"_... __.N_a.. a-"_ L

-

Raymond R. Coffey, national

News, has covered the war
in Vietnam and other major
stories in Southeast Asia..
This clear report on the
Kingdom of the Million Ele-.
phants is an important prim-
er on what may hecome a
new Vietnam,

———

But these same Pathet Lao maintaln a
. lmall hcadquarters compound ln tho cnpltnl at)

Vientlane re h sma tach of 0l
‘diers on gﬁp Qdc#

L ing: sunflowers jn_the S‘I'deno Plﬂb'lnz ‘Wla

i

i

}‘
R
|

.’

}

G

correspondent of The Daily .

.by his American sponsors to a trip to Dls-
neyland and back.

~Vang Pao heads a “clandestlne" army of
about 40,000 men, which Is financed ‘and
trained hv the Central Intelligence Agency
- and fs i helng supported by U.S. Alr Force
b"h HLETE 1 F41.

: -,]‘ leyball and watching movies made in Red

-l

mn:;‘

nal head of the Pathet Lao Is none other than.

t

French colonial army, and has been treated.

N

BUT PERHAPS THE unlikeliest t.hing of all|

about the Laotians, who have been engaged in.
& nonstop war for well over a decade now, ls
. that they are, surely, one of the world's least
warhke people,

.The idea of killing each other has absolutely’
no appeal to these incredibly easygolng. live-
and-let-live people.

-An American military advlser once “re-
marked that being a company commander in
the Royal Laotian Army was llke being a'
scoutmaster in the Unlted States, “'except that

| the Boy Scouts are a lot more bloodthirsty.”.

And a Green Beret master sergeant in Viet.

fired their carbines in combat, They ex-}

- pected, of course, that the enemy would re- |

.turn the courtesy.

BEFORE GOING INTO combat. the Green i
Beret sald, the soldiers, who like all Laotians i
put great trust in ' assorted spirits, would\
{x;ake +small clay figures of Buddha and then»{

ke potshots at them untl they missed one, - !

!_ They would then wear the one they missed’
around their neck as a’good luck omen. 4

And that'ls the kind of place and -kind- of!
sltuatlon in which theré is ‘now fear that the'*
United States. miay- find tuelt wtth mthu:r
Vietnam on it hands, .. - ey

‘hh M‘ ‘\iﬁ’ i ‘y} FANY Aﬁmﬂh’ﬂm‘“‘l} MM’ l‘

' almed hlgh deuberately ‘missing, when they, -

/o

.y

+
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Laos ‘Secret War® Stirs Fear. |
of Second Viet Nam for U. S.

‘Nizon has ncknowledged American planes

Ti\ls is the first of lwo articles on the cx-

STATINT

, are bombing the 1o Chi Minh trail in southern
tent and nature of our invelvement In the war :Lnos in an nttempt to slow the pace of sup-

in Laos and how that involvement grew.

\

* plies and replacements from North Viet Nam -

BY FRED FARRAR and JAMES YUENGER  into South Viet Nam. This was at a press .
Washington, March $—As the Nixon ad- | conference last December 15, But he ended up *

‘ministration proceeds’ with its announced:.bY Saying:.

policy of pulling the majority of American_.‘_l'
troops out of Viet am, there is {increasing
concern here that the United States is head-. %

kingdom of Laos. S _

This concern is not only over whether the: ;
.United States is getting into another Viet-
Nam in Laos, but also whether ths adminis-"
tration—or any administration—can get the!

KR

United States involved in a war without the..

expressed concent of the_Congress. ,
‘Tribesmen Aided by U. 8. . - [ o
This' concern began to mount last Septem- ..
ber when a pro-government force of about.,
' 15.000 Meo tribesmen, with the help of United..
: States fighter-bombers based in Thailand,
! caputred the strategic Plain ofJars in north-*
" ern Laos for tme first time in four years. i
"It continued to mount in the last few weeks,,
- when communist forces re-took the plain’,

despite increased pressure from the American’ .

fighter-bombers plus the first use so far of:,
* giant B-52 bombers in northern Laos. - g
The B-52s reportedly were used for only.,

two days and then called off when they failed:j'; .

‘to halt the enemy drive. C oo
* The result was a series of charges, many’
of them coming from members of the Senate .
foreign relations commlttce, that the ad--
ministration is running and escalating a secret
war in Laos without letting the people o
this country know.what is going-on there

and without consulting Congress.

" There also were charges, based mainly on
‘what the critics say are published: reports
from Laos, that the Meo force is paid, trained,
“advised, and supplied by the central intelli-
‘gence agency. . ' - .
“" And depending on what report is' being
:quoted, the CIA is using special forces [or
:Green Beret] troops on detached_duty and
“wearing civilian clothes from the army or
former special forces men recruited espe-.
;cially for the job. P

Answers Not Easy to Learn

Those are the charges, and charges are.‘.
.relatively easy to come by, But what actually
"does American. involvement in. Laos amount |

. ? ‘ . . - . i :
;-.“?.me Appeved Eof 3@!@4&&3@1/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-0
‘—mainly because of the refusal of the admins, -

. tstration to go beyond gencralitics, Prosident

r 80

© " ywithout losses; Since Jan. 1

" . over Laos.

oI don’t think the public interest would be ::
+, gerved by any further discussion.". _ { make Laos a neutral hutfer
- At a press conference last Sept. 15 he said.

. o d=. *the United States is.*“providing logistical sup-’}
ing toward another Viet Nam in the strategic po‘:'t and some trainlgg" for.gthe coyal Laos. and

vernment to keep it from falling under

i‘communist domination. He .

- t.added: “We do have aerial
! reconnaissance; we do perhaps
“have some other activities. I
+ won't discuss those other active
" ities at.this time.”

‘As pieced together from a.

Variety of sources, this is a

review of what the Unitedy

States 13 doing in Laos, -

*-It has been an open secret for
years that American planes
Alying from Thailand and else-
“where have been making alr
“strikes agalnst North Viet-
“fiamese and Pathet Lao [the
. Laotian equivalent of the Viet
. Cong) troops and fortifications
‘in the areas they hold in
‘northern and northeastern

- Laos. : '
t + The cover story is that these
are armed reconnaissance mis-
~ .sions flown at the request of
the royal Laotian government,
But they are in effect tactical
i air strikes made in support of
. government forces, .

s 193 Flyers Missing :
' ‘These strikes, along with air
. strikes on the Ho Chl Minh trail
_In Laos, have not been made

; 1961, a total of 193 air force,
navy and marine {lyers have
| been listed as missing in action

i . In recent weeks, Informed
. Sources say, American aircraft
. have been flying from 450 to 500
.+ sorties a day over Laos.

“+ . But these’ are approximately
y equally divided between sortics
. against the Ho Chi Minh
.» trail—which therefore must be
. counted as part of the war In

Also the United States does
- have military men stationed In
¢ Lnos who in cffcct function as
advisers to the royal Laotian
army and air force,

Forbidden by Accords

But the Geneva accords of
1962, which were supposed to

" state between North Viet Nam
., and Red China on the north
Thailand on the south,
.« forbids the introduction of
-outside military forces Iinto
Laos.
- So these American service-
" men are officially, listed as
: attaches to the An ‘rican em-
* bhassy in Vientianethe admin-
- Istrative capital of Lios.
The state department's
; foreign service list issued this
month lists only eight military
attaches as being attached to
_ the embassy, but published
reports from Laos say the
figure is closer to 100,
The state department also
¢+ days that the United States
government has only about 500
Americans In Laos, But again,
reports from Laos put the
figure at approximately 1,000,
The cover story of listing

- advisers as military attaches is
.yso transparent that in the
f‘ Pentagon the so-called attaches
$ays that the United States-
government has only about 500
; Americans In Laos, But again,
reports from Laos put the
figure at approximately 1,000
The cover story of listing
“advisers as military attaches is
‘s0 transparent that in the
' Pentagon the so-called attaches
"are often openly referred to as
advisers. !
As late as last Feb, 26 Laird’
- referred to. “our advisors”
+in Laos while talking to newse
“men, The department later
‘explained that Laird reallye
meant to say attaches.
The central intelligence
| agency responds with its usual
Yno comment” when asked
. about its reported support and !
- direction of the Meo force and
i its employment of either for-
. mer or current Green Berets to
i work with the Meos.

¢ Viet Nam--and th
|, Laos, o et A
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House and Senate during which the differing
views of both the majority and minority of
the Task Force will be considered and I in-
vite your attentlon again to the separate and
opposing views which were included in the
Task Force report.
Sincerely,

Crirrord I', FANSEN,
U.S. Senator,

ORDTR OF BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Scnate will now proceed to the
transaction of routine morning business,
with statements limited to 3 minutes.

My, SYMINGTON. My, President, 1 ask.
unanimous consent that I may proceed
for 5 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

l__@re. Without objection, it is so ordered.
G. MoMURTRIE GODLEY—AMBAS-

SADOR OR PROCONSUL IN LAOS

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, last
month an Associated Press story with a
vientiane, Laos, dateline reported on the
activities_in Laos of three American
newamen: and also gave a statement,
purportedly made by U.S. Ambassador

to  aos, &, MeMurtrie Godley, that “the.

American mission has lost any interest
in helbing out the press whatsoever be-
¢.. se of what happened this afternoon.”

4 ask unanimous consent that this

newsstory of last February 24 be in--,

serted at this point in the RECORD.
There being no objection, the news
article was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows!
LAOTIANS ARREST THREE NEWSMEN

VIENTIANE, Laos—Laotian army troops
today arrested three Western newsren who
made thelr way unannounced to the gov-
ernment base at Long Cheng. They were
later relcased to a U.S. Embassy offictal.

. McMurtrie Godley, the U.S. ambassi~
dor to Vientiane, sald in a statement that
«the American mission has lost any inter-
est in helping out the press whatsoevor bhe-
cause of what happened this afternoon.'” He
did not elaborate.

The newsmen arrested were John Saar of
Tife magazine, Max Colfinit, of Agency
France Press, and Timothy Allman, a part-
time employe for the New York Timoes and
Bangkok Post.

Newsmen attempting to cover the fast=
breaking developmonts in Laos have been
forced to rely largely on American mission
gources for thelr information, and on the
mission for tra: :portation to battle areas.

The U.S. mission has been reluctant to
intercede with the Laotian government 1o
help newsmen vislt areds where fighting is
going on,

Saar, Colffalt and Allman were among a
group of newsmen who 1ast weelk made &
visit to Sam Thong, a supply and medical
center southwest of the Plain of Jars. They
had chartered an Alr America transport plane
with the consent of the U.S. Embassy and
the Laotian government., .

The three newsmen were last seen walk-
ing along & road leading to Long Cheng,
neadquarters for Gen. Vang Pao, 15 miles
away. ]

Vvang commands Laotian forces in the
area.

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, yes-

terday the State Department released -

4 summary of some coryespondence
that, as chairman of the Subcommit-
tee on U.S. Sceurity Agrecments and

STATINTL

Commitments Abroad of the Senate For-
cipn Relations Commitlee, I have had
withh the Scerctary of Slate in connce-
tion with the desire of the subcommittee
to hear Ambassador Godley. I ask
unanimous consent that a letter from
me of February 25 to the Secrctary of
State, also a letter from me to him a week
later, March 2, plus the Sceretary’s reply
of March 4, plus my veply of March 5 1o
that letter, be inserted at this point in
the RECORD. :

There being no objection, the letters
were ordered to be printed in the REc-
ORD, a5 follows:

SuncoMMITTEE ON U.S, SECURITY
AGREEMENT AND COMMITMENTS
ABROAD
. - February 25, 1970.

Hon, WiLLiam P. ROGERS, :
Secretary of Siale,
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr. SECRETARY: In view of recent
press reports of serlous fighting in Laos, and
the difficulties which have been reported by
press representatives in Laos in ascertaining
the facts, we request that Ambassador G,
McMurtede Godley be directed to return to
Washington as soon as possible "to appear
pefore the Subcommittee on United States
Sceurlty Agreements and Commitments
Abroad.

Sincerely yours,
STUART SYMINGION,
Chairmuain,

Mancx 2, 1970,

Hon. WiLLiaM P, ROGERS, :

Secretary of State, Department of State,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR MR. SECRETARY : On February 26 we re=~
quested that Ambassador Godley appear at
his earliest convenience before the Subcoms~
mittee on United States Securlty Agreements
and Commitments Abroad of the Foreign
Relations Committec.

Would you kindly let us know when we
can expect his appearalice,

Sincerely,
STUART SYMINGTON.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
washington, March 4, 1970,

Hon, STUART SYMINGTON,

Chairman, Subcommitice on U.S. Security
Agreements and Commitments Abroad,
Committce on Foreign Relations, U.S.
Senate. .

Drar Stu: I have received your letter of
February 26th requesting that Ambassador
Godley be brought hack to appear wefore
your Subcommitteo on Unlted States Secur-
ity Agreemonts and Commitments Abroad.

T am sure you will understand that because

‘of the sertous situation presently existing in

Laos, 1t is not possible to say at this time
exactly when Ambassador Godley will be
available. As scon as the situation makes it
teasible for him to return to this.country, we
will arrange to have him do so and ho will
of course be¢ preparod to appesr bofore your
Subcommittee at that time.
With best personal regards,
Sincerely,
WirLiam P. ROGERS.

, MarcH 5, 1970,
Hon, Wirtiam P. ROGERS, : '
Secretary of State, Department of Stale,

Washington, D.C.

Dear BinL: Acknowledging your note of
March 4 re Ambassador Codley, could you
Jet us know when we can expect him? We
are anxious to have him as soon as possible.

‘Warm regards. .

Sincerely,
STUART SYMINGYON.

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr, President, I
regret that apparently Ambassador God-
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ley will not be available for some time,
hecause it would seem that it is in the
public interest for him to appear hefore
the subcommitice as soon as possible.

If our fghting is to continue in Laos,
however, I can understand why there is
no desire to return the Ambassador, he-
cause when I was last in Laos, some 2
vears ago, the Ambassador at that time,
in addition to his normal State Depart-
ment functions, was not only directly
supervising the cxtensive military and
nonmilitary activities of the various
U.S. intelligence agencles in that coun-
try, but was also dirccting the time,
place, and nature of all other U.S, mili-
tary activities against North Laos.

In passing, although traveling on offi~
cial business as a member of both the
Senate Foreign Relations Commitiee and
the Senate Armed Services Commmitiee,
even then I was not fully informed of
some of our military activities, at the
time of this visit or on previous visits;
and only learned of these activities as a
result of sworn testimony before the
subcommittee in question during hear-
ings held last October.

T did learn, however, that at that time
the Ambassador was also acting as chiet
of staff of U.S. military efforts in the
northern part of that country; and if
that is what he is doing now, and because

. recently there has been heavy escalation

of 17.8. participation in this norttierh

Laog war, I can understand why there:

is some resistance to bringing him back
at this time.

1 would hope, however, that as soon as
possible we can find out more about
just what is going on in that country;
and Ambassador Godley—based on his
duties, perhaps it would be better to call
him Proconsul Godley—is obviously the
best person to supply that information.

As background to the importance of
this request is an article in the press this
morning, which article says that Prince
Souvanta Phouma of Laos is apparently
now following the sanctuary policy of
Prinee Sihanouk of Cambodia; this in
that he is now offering to the military
forces of North Vietnam free access to
the Ho Chi Minh trails that are supply=
ing the enemy in South Vietnam; this
offer provided the North Vietnamese de-
gist in their offensive action against
Northern Laos.

T ask unanimous consent that this
article this morning in the Washington
Post, entitled “Laos Offers Hanoi Trail
Use if it Quits Rest of Country” be in-
gerted at this point.in the Recorp.

There being no objection, the article
was ovdered to be printed in the Rec-
ORD, as follows:

[From the washington Post, Max, G, 19701

. Laos OrFrers Hanol TRAIL Use v IT QUITS

REST OF COUNTRY

ViENTIANE, March 6~Prime “Minister
Prince Souvanns Phoums reiterated today
he would tolerate North Vietnamese ise of
the Ho Chi Minh trail through southern Laos
if the North Vietnamese would withdraw
from the rost of the country. :

“T told the ambassador from North Viet-
nan last year that we will accept the use
of the trail by North Vietnames2 troops with
the condition that those troops withdrew
from the important reglons of Laos,” he
told & news conference.

Souvanna's renewal of the offer comes al-
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most on the cve of an expected White House

announcement this week shedding new light -

on the U.S. role in Laos, where the maln
U.S. involvement Is in blocking the North
Vietnamoese supply route to south Vietnam
over the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The rencwal
offer also comes o4 the Laotian government
1s under increased milltary pressure from
the North Vietunamese.

When he first made the offer, ITnnoi re-
jected 1t because he would not invoke hls
authority to tell the Americans to stop
pombing the trail. He seid publicly that
he had told the North Vietnamese that what
went happened around the troil was be-
tween them nnd the Americans,

The Premier said: “The Ho Chi Minh Tratl,
after oll, runs across the descrted part ol
our country. What we would ke to sec 1s
that the North Vietnamese will not come to
destroy our towns, villages and cconomy.”

Prince Souvanna was asked if American alr
ralds over Laos constituted a violation of
the 1062 (Geneva agrecment, He replied, “No.
vou must distinguished Dbetween two
things—cause and effect. The cause is the
North Vietnamese interference in Laos.

“pfter 1062, there was no withdrawal of
North Vietnamese troops, and I asked for
Amerlecan intervention only in May, 1064,
after the North Vietnamese had attacked the
neutralist forces in the Plain of Jars. Re=-
move the cause and the effect will disappear,
withdraw the North Vietnamese troops and
the bombing will stop.”

Asked i American planes would ‘also stop
bombing the Ho Chi Minh Trall, e sad, “I
cannot sny. That is a matter for the Ameri-
cang to decide.”

Prince Souvanns said ho dtd not consider
the fall of tho Plain of Jars dramatic because
this was only a return to the situation of
five years ago when the North Vietnamese
first overran the plain.

He sald, however, “This offensive is differ-
ent by virtue of the use of tanks, of new
model artillery . . .” Bu$, he added, "no mat-
ter what will happen, we remain confident
in facing the danger.”

The Promier said he would not accept aid -

in the form of foreign troops to fight agninst
the North Vietnamese. “We wan{ to limit the
invaslon and we don’t went other foreign
troops other than the North Vietnamese
who are already here,” ho soid.

Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield?

Mr. SYMINGTON. I am glad to yield
to my able and distinguished colleague
from Idaho.

Mr. CHURCH, Mr. President, I want
to commend the Senator from Missouri
for his persistent efforts to get the facts
concerning the nature and extent of the
American involvement in Laos. During
my lifetime, this country has fought two
undeclared wars. This is the first time
it has fought an undisclosed war.

The American people arc entitled to
have all of the facts, and to have them
now. If the President does make a
full disclosure this weekend, I think
much of the credit will go to the Sena-
tor from Missouri and to other members
of the Foreign Relations Committee who
have heen insisting that the
secrecy be removed from our involvement
in the combat in Laos, and that the
American people have a complete and
full statement given them concerning
the facts.

I think the Senator renders a great
service to the country, and I simply want
to associate myself with his effort and
commend him for what he'is doing.

M
¢

cloak of.

Mr. SYMINGTON. I thank the dis~
tinguished Senator from Idaho, one of
the wisest of all members of the Foreign
Relations Committee. He is much too

kind in what he says with respect to my.

activities. I would say that he, as well
as two distinguished Senators I see on
the floor this morning, the able majority
leader and the able senior Senalor from
Oregon (Mr. HATFIELD), have had at
least as much to do with the bringing

- out this problem.

T have not nccessarily critieized what
was going on in Lsos, from the stand-
point of whether it is right, or whether
it is wrong. I have my opinions, but I do
not know. What 1 do know, however, as
the able Senator from Idaho has 50 ably
pointed out, is that this is the first undis~
closed war, to the best of his or my
knowledge, we have ever fought with the
military forces of the United States; and
our military forees are just as much air
and sca as they are ground,

Therefore, the primary thrust of what
I have been irying to do, and, what is
more importaut, what the subcommittee
which I have the honor to chair has
been trying to do, is to geb the facts be-

fore the people. In this conmnection, we,

are only following the recommendation
of President Nixon presented in the flrst
paragraph of his televised speech last
November 3. I ask unanimous consent
that the first paragraph of that address:
be inserted at this point in the RECORD,

There being no objection, the para-
graph was ordercd to be printed in the
RECORD, 25 follows!:

T believe that onc of the reasons for the
deep division about Vietnam is that many
Americans have lost confidence in what the
Government has told them aboutb our policy.
The Ameorican people cannot and should not
be asked to support & policy which involves
the overriding issues of war and peace unless
thye know the truth sbout that policy.

Mr. MANSFIELD.  Mr. Presldent, I
wish to associate myself with the re-
marks of the distinguished Senator from

Missouri, who has been doing an out-

standing job, in executive’ session, in
trying to lay the facts before the coms-
mittee, at least, and, hopefully, the Sen-
ate and the American people, In terms
of just what our involvement is in the
arc all the way from Thailand to Korea
in the north, with a number of coun~-
tries in between.

I am glad to note by press accounts
that there is a good possibility that the
administration will make a statement
on Laos very shortly; and I am very
hopeful that an accord can be reached
between the distinguished chairmen of
the Symington subcommittee and the
State Department,
about a rclease of at least as much of
the hearings—and without violating se-
curity—which have been held -up by the
State Department and which have been
held in a state of limbo for 5 months
up to this day.

Mr., SYMINGTON, Mr. President;, will

the Senator yleld?

Mr., MANSFIELD. I vield.

Mr. SYMINGTON, I appreciate the
remarks of the distinguished majority
leader. It is universally rceognized in

1601R000700050001-2
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this body as well as in the other bo(iy!‘ _

where he served long and well that 7o |
one knows more about the history ol
what was Indochina and the Far Tast,
than doos he. I am grateful that” ke
emphasizes the fact we are all rying
not to criticize necessarily what is go-
ing on, but to find out what 15 geing on.
policies, programs, and actions that have
o de with lives of young Americans and
the treasure of all of us.

Mr. MANSYIELD, May I express my
thanks to the distinguished Senatlor
from Missouri and say that the stugges-
tions which bave been made should
react, in my opinion, to the benefit of
the administration. I am wcll aware of
the fact that the President did not start
this war. He inherited it and he Is sad-
dled with it. I am hopeful, when he has
made his statement, and an accord can
be reached between the State Depart-
ment and the distinguished Senator
from Missouri, that the fires which are
rapidly spreading will at least be
damped as a result.

Mr. HATPIELD. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield?

Mr. MANSFIELD. Yyield. --

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, I as-
soclate myself with the comments of
the distingulshed Senator {rom Missourd
this morning. I would hope that out of
these disclosures, or out of further con-
tact with the Defense Departruent,
among other things we might obtain any
new definitions of what consfitutes o
“oombatant” or a “military actlon.”

There has been a great deal of dis-
cussion, both in the public press and
otherwise, that we have people in civilian
clothes operating in a military capacity.

If we have some new definitions as
to what constitutes involvement, de~
pending upon the kind of clothes that
people wear, I think we ought to get
that clearly understood as well.

So I hope the Senator will press fGT-
ward as he has been doing, not only
to obtain full disclosure of the facts,
but for any new definitions heing ap-
plied today thal are not in the con-
ventional or familiar form of the defl-
nitions as we have known them, as to
constitutes “military Iavolve-

involvemenst.”

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The time allotted to the Senator
from Montana has expired.

Mr. MANSFIELD. I ask unanimous
consent to proceed for 3 additional min-
utes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so ordered.

ot A EW R B ot oot

DR. MENNINGER FAVORS LOWER~
ING THE VOTING AGE TO i3
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, Dr.
W. Walter Menninger is the youngest
member and the only psychiatrist on the
13-member National Commission ou the
Causes and Prevention of Violence, This
Commission was appointed by Presicent
Johnson in June of 1968. Its report was
made in December 1969, ‘
D= Menninger is the thixd generation
memaber of the famous Topeka psychiat-
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“in 1930—and  of

-~

about the structu’r;\l changes i Lo coon-
omy and the barriers In the way of colne
sumers and small businessinen who would
contribute to moving us closer Lo froo
citerprise economy,

We are caught up in the rreatest merger
wave i histary, The result s that in 1068,
the 100 largest corporations contvolledl as-
sets equal to those of the 200 top companies
the t1op 1,000 coms-
panies in 1941, The top 200 companics
how control 60 pereent of all manufacturing
assots. The distasteful democeratic and soclal

wimplications of this Increasing concentration

of cconomic power, to me, are self-cvident.
The impact on competition i3 still being ex-
amined and lne-by-line, the book of experi-
ence ls being written,

But one fact Is clear: increasingly the

competition which does exisy centers on
such things ns product differentiation or
the clever ad—rather than to delivering the
best quality at the best price, the hallmark
of o competitive system. In fact, I some-
times get the feeling in listening to trestle
mony before the subcommitice that price
competition has been moved over to the list
of characteristics of “destructlve compoti-
tion* by many businessmen,

It is small wonder that the phenomenoa of
the '¢0s—consumerism-—came nhout,

Consumcrism—like all  revolutions—is

mercly the lava flowing from a volcano of-

frustration.
Consumers who soupght to make the *'best
buy" in -supcrmarkets, department stores,

~ discount houses, and such were frustrated

in not having the proper information to make
a rational judgment. Consumers who made
purehases were frustrated in attempts to get
complaints adjusted, Consumers who hought
warrantied products were frustrated by the
inadequacy of service. Consumcrs who ro-
sponded to clever ads and bought the prode
uects were frustrated to find they didn’t get
what the ad had led them to belleve they
would. :

And beneath it all, was the suspiclon that’

when X-dollars were spent, X-dollars worth
of product wasn’t received, '

In other words, consumcrs may havo been
the first to deteet that this indeed is not a
free enterprise economy. For instead of the
buyer being king, he does not—and cannot—
make his commands be acted on. At first this
awareness was a personal—and a quiot—
thing. For conszumers, I suspect, were & bit
embarrassed to admit that they wers not
able to cope with the challenge of spending
thelr maney wisely,

But gradually awareness grew that the ex-

perience was not unique—but universal,

Further, introduction of such bills a5 "Truth.

in Lending and Truth in Packeging gave
birth to hope that it was, after all, possible
for the little man to fight the big corpora-
tlons. President Kennedy gave them new
spirit when ho declared that consumiers had
rights.

Congress—at least the Democratic por-
tion—ever since has heen trying to deliver
protection for those rights Jonn Kennedy
rpeiled out. The progress has mnot been
easy . . . nor has there been cnough.
But I think the ball is rolilng anc will
continue to roll.

Jiowever, I'm concerncd that we may be=
come 50 busy with mopping up the lava and
building fences to contain it, that we will
not got to the more important job of tears
ing down the volcano of frustration. ’

It 15 to this demolition job that I cnll for
dedication from the Democratic party today.

VYnat 43 neceded, I think, i3 an oflensive .

and dofensive team approach,
The defonsive role io povernmont’s,
First, {{ we aro to enjoy tho froo ontor=
prise systera in a form os closo to porfootion
a3 humanly possible, governmont must uso
toe antitrust laws to tholr fullest in guar-

STATINTL

anteoning o marketplace full of viablo, and
honestly competing competitors,

The congenirntion wave must be halted
by prohibliing all mergers that may sub-
sluntlally - lessen compelition—be 1t in o
market, the natlon, or the world, |

In 1068, thers wero 102 acqulsitions of
companics having assets of $10 million or
more—these would be tho compinles in tho
middle strata, which normally would be vi-
able competitors with the promise of growlh.
Elghty-nine of ihose acquisltions were not
even casually looked at by cither the Federal
Trade Commission or the Department of
Justice. Yet they were the mergers most
likely to hoamper competition, In my book
cach merger involving companics of this
glze should be cxamined, To doO 50 will ro-
quire adequate funding for tho antitrust
agencies—something they have not had In
the past. .

Also, carefuly study must be made of exlst~

ing concentration to determine where 1t 15
hampering competition to the disadvantage
of consumers,
"~ Compctitive impact must bo consldercd
not only when matters are being studied by
tho antitiust agencies but ench time nnother
government agency moves—be 1t the FCO,
the 1CC, the DA or ¢von tho State Deport-
ment. (‘The latter ageney we learned during
our Investigntion had a significant rolo In
alding tho quinime cartel in cornering the
world market in the drug.) '

The offcnsive team would be made up ol
both government and the public—<divided
into consumers and compctitors. When the
antitrust laws were enacted as the best means
of protceting a competitive system, Congress
saw the importance of private enforcement,
as o supplement to government actions, Rec-
ognizing that government neither could—
nor should—be the policeman in every come
merclal outlet, 1t encouraged those cltlzens
hurt by unfalr or anticompetitive actlons to
sue for roltel, Treble damnage provisions weroe
tneluded in the antitrust laws ns the carrof
on the stick to encournge such suits as woll
as to provide a deterrent to would-be vio-
lators. . ) D

Unfortunately, private enforcement has
been-a dlsappointment.

This is partly because an antitrust sult is
an expensive proposition—discovery costs
alone can run $100,000 in an average sult—
and the burdens of proof are extremely hard
for a private plaintiff to bear.

Obviously, government must easo the path
somewhat if it oxpects nssistance from the
public bringing such sults.

Several bills which would do this are now
pending in Congress—and I urge your dedi-
cation 1o thelr enactment. . ;

Of most significant impact no . doubt
would be action to make it casler to bring
class netion sults—elither on benalf of busi«
nessmen or consumers commonty injured.

My proposal in this area 15 to open up en=
torcement of section 6 of the Federal ‘Trade ~
Act—which flatly proliibits all unfair or de-
ceptive acts In commerce—t0 private class
action suits, by both businessmen and con=
sumers. .

“Two other bills now hefore the Scnate Anti-
trust and Monopoly Subommlittee reprusent
the basie philosophy—thoat private actions
arc to bo encouraged. ‘Theso would make

_section 3 of the Robinson-Patman Act o part -

of the Clayton Act so businessmen could sue
for snles nt unreasonahly low cost. The other
could, moke & judge troat a nolo contonderoe
plen in a government case tho same &5 &
gullty plea when considering an cnsuing prie

vate action, This could allevinte tho necose -

slty for the private plalntifl ropeating tho
oxponsive invosligatory work alrondy dono by .
tho governmeont,

Tho other type of help govornmont must
glve if conbumors are to be ablo % holp chip .
away at that voloano of frustratiop thems

]
i

solves 13 a pormanent, independent, consurner
organlzation with wranches in local comi-
munltles.

My proposal in this area ls to etahlish B
fuderally charlered, independoent  CTpsue
tlon, tho Independent Conuingr Coutnnll,

The Council would have tonroe funclsnis
40 ropresent COnsUMETs eoonomlc inkereats
beforo povernmental azencles; o dleemninile
product informatlon, ard to ast 45 the omne-
pudsman tor complaints agalnot government
and modintor for product and service cums
pladnts agalnst business.

Mr. Chairman, we hear a lob teday about
the “silent majority.” Mayhe my naliplie
contuins different types of couminunlques
than the Presldont'’s, but I think the sllent
majority has beeomo quile vocal, ‘

TFor cxample, in the past 18 monthsa, the
Anilrust Subcommitteo has recelved somo
6,000 lctters of complaint on asuto repair
problems alone, One rule ol thwnb estimate
1s that vhose lotters Tepresent #x million uke
happy car Gwners.

If in fnct there ever was a siient majority
it was merely because they got tired of yell-
ing into the wind, But the winds are change
ing~—and they are carrylng the voices of cone
purners loud and clear to Congresa.

What those volces say ls: We want &
chanco to got our moncy's worth.

It seoms O reasonsble request to me and
one we should bo commitied to doing all in
our power o anawer,

ReMArRks oF U.8. SENATOR Iannizon A,
WiLLIAMS, J3., FEBRUARY 23, 1970

1 welcome this opportunity to testify be-
fore the Commitice on Nationsl Prioritics of
the Dcmocratic Policy Council and come«
mend the Committee for its efforts to eval~
uate the pressing national problems.

At the outsct lot me suggest that any
ovaluation of our national probiems and any
recommendations that may flow from these
hearings must be rooted in two simple, do-
clarativo sentences from our Natlon's birth
cortificates :

“We hold these truths to be self evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by thelr Crcator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
That to secure theso rights, governments
are Instituted smong men, derlving their
just powers from the consent of the
govorned.” ,

As we all recall, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence has two more structural segments.
First, it discusses the need for revolution;
and secondly, it recites the litany ol abuses
attributed to George III of Great Britain.

T do not advocate rovolution and I believe
that it is not in the Nation's intereat to
dovote time and energy to the fixing of

blame on the present administration. Nor do.

I belleve we can afford merely 1o stake oud
sound political positions for 1070 and 1972.
Rather, we must find workable solutions to
the problems that exist now, whether thay
were created by the current administration,
or whether they ore tho legacy of our Par-
ty's years in power. .
And let us ab least bo candld with our=-
selves—the military-industrial comiplex was
not created on January 20, 1960,

Our nationsl problems are many and va=-
ricd. They include:

Vietnam; '

National Secuxity;

Pentagon spending;

Domestic prioritica and the domestie
budgoet;
* 7'he economy and toxes including burden=
gome state and local taxes;

Urban probloms, race relations and iaw
and order; and

Oivil rights and civil liborties. .

Rond thoe newapsopers for tho last week
our nationnl probloms Scream out at us.

. - . o :
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IUTILE TARM SUNSIDILS

Ameriean taxpayers pour §4.56 billion an-

« nually into {arm subcldies that do not ‘work,

and it's about tine Conpress sces tho light
and starts phasing out the program,

Over the weekend Scnator Charles McC.
Mathlas called the five-year-old program a
dismal fallure and recommended that the
bilitons poured into It be used instead for
cducation, medical research, medical care
and other pressingg needs,

Many Washington County farmers disap=
prove of the program under which prices re-
celved on such commodities as wheat, corn,
feed groins and cotton, have not provided
adequate incomes,

The futility of the subsldy program is illus-
trated by the fact that the 60 per cent of
agriculture noi covered by goverianent pro=
grams, such as production of cattle, hogs,
eges, frult and vegetables, is etter oll as far
ns farm Iincome 1s concerned.

Thero Is no reason for the farmers or
taxpayers to be happy with the costly sub=
Eldics. Tt scomas ridiculous to pay farmers for
not growing certain crops—or at lenst cuk
down on production—when there is 50 much
hunger in many parts of thc United States

~—_Bidd, clsewnere in the world.

THE LAOS CONFLICT

Mr. HARTKE. Mr, President, on Feb-

Tuary 6, 1965—2 days before the United
States started bombing North Vietnam—
I first spoke out against the deepening
American involvement in Southeast
Asia. At that time only 267 of our young
men had been killed there; our total
. forees numbered only 21,000, And we had
spent all of $4 billion In military and
cconomic ald to South Vietnam during
the entire 10 years preceding my speech,
I said then that the American pco-
ple were confused about our cornmit-
ment. I observed that the Vietnamese
people “wonder where we stand.” I
pointed out that the councils of our own
Government were divided and uncertain,
Above all, I cautioned the President
not to proceed by stealth and subterfuge
slong whatever path he had chosen for

us in Vietnam. I pleaded with him, In- .

stead, to give a clear direction to our pol-

" jey so that the American people and
their elected representatives in Congress
could make some judement on the course
we were asked to follow,

Today those words have a bitter and.

ominous ring. Five years and 1 rmonth
after they were uttered, I and a handful
of my colleagues in the Senate feel com-
pelled to say them again—this time sub-~
stituting “Laos” for “Vietnam.”

Five years and 1 month later the 267
young Americans have become almost
50,000, the $4 billion have become §110
-billion, the troop commitment of 21,000
has gone over the half million mark and
is now only slightly below it. The Na-
tion stands divided, large numbers of our
youth are bitterly alienated, and a poten-
tially great President has been driven
from office. And the terrible question that
hangs over us now is—ig a new sct of

leaders preparing to take us down yet

another blood-soaked jungle path in our

gelf-appointed role of world policeman? .

On November 3 of last year, President
Nixon sald, “The American pcople con=
not and should not be asked to support &
pulicy which involves the overriding is-
sucs of war and peace unless they know
the truth about the policy.”

~——

o

N
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Yet war without policy, and policy military groups, prohably less than 5,060,
without truth characlerizes our activities aro presently in Laos. We are speading
in Laos today. Presi<~afl Nixon is, of from $200 to $300 miilion annually in
course, nol responsitl: for our initial milttary aid for Laos. And almost 200
involvement in Laos, bu'. 12 must bear the -Americans, mostly flyers, have died in
Tesponsibility for his adu: nistration’s at-  this conflict. From the known {acts, it Is
templs to obscure and confuse the facts clear that while the Vietnarn struzyle
of our involvement. is allegedly being Vietnamized, the Laoe

More than 4 months ago, a subcommit- tian struggle Is belng vAmericanized.’”
tec of the Senate Forcign Relations Com- It {5 clear that even after our experience
mittece conducted hearings on Laos, but  in Vietnam, we are getting further in-
the Statec Department has not allowed volved in an Aslan country without the
the hearing transcript to be relcased to knowledge of the public, without the
the public. The State Department has, consent of Congress, and indeed in direct
however, lcaked Iavorable reports to violation of the expressed intent of Con-
preferred columnists, gress.

The Pentagon has refused point blank It is argucd by high administration
to allow reporicrs to talk even off the officlals that to discuss our involvement
record on the subject of cither North in Laos would be to acknowledge our
Vietnamese or American involvement in’ violation of the Geneva Accord of 1062,
the Laos war, In Laos, American officials  Our violation, however, responded to the
have refused to cooperate with reporters clear and repeated violations of the Ac-
or discuss our involvement there. In fact, cord by the North Victnamese.
three reporters were arrcsted for {rying Frankly, I worry more absut the unin-
to investignte o seerct American hase in  formed Ameriean opinion than unfavor-
Laos, After their arrest, the Ambassador able world opinion. What profits us if we
to Laos soid the Amcrican mission had win the proparzanda war abroad but lose
losl any interest in helping out the press  Irecdom at home? Let us stop worrving

This is hardly the action of an admin- . Worrying what we think of ourselves.
jstration that believes that the public Frankly, I believe some high administra-
should know the truth about its policy, tion ofliclals fear not adverse world

Members of the Senate are in the ©Obinion but critical American opninlon.
ludicrous position of hoping that some There is a creeping clitism in our Gov-
enterprising reporter will tell us what is ernment, a feeling that only the bureau-
going on. . ¢rats are competent to make foreign

T will attempt to describe the Laos sit- < polley decistons. They seem to belleve
uation as best I can. Laos is a sort of that the American public is tco unin-
wine-bottle-shaped country sharing a Jormed, too uncducated, to appreciate
long common boundary with Vietnam, It 2and appraise the various considerations.
is about the size of the State of Oregon, hecessary In the formation of foreign

‘with a population of that of the District - policy. History has shown, however, that

of Columbia. Up to 1954, it was ruled by declsions made in secret by small groups,
forcign powers and sinece then it has been’ have little likelihood of success. I alzo
beset by strife. The present Government believe that some bureaucrats think that
is headed by Prince Souvanna Phouma Americans are unwilling to sacrifice. But
and he is opposed by his half-brother Americans have made necessary sacri-
Prince Souphanovong, For many years fices in the past, and they are willing to
the battle has raged back and forth, with 6o so again in the future.
nelther side gaining a decisive advantage, The question is not our willlngness to
Much of the fighting for the Government Sacrifice but our willingness to be de-
has been done by an independent army ¢eived. The question is'not support of our
of Meo tribesmen, who ave neither Lao- Eresident—we all support the President
tian nor Vietnamese, commanded by a in times of trouble—but faith in our
local warlord and paid for and equipped Government,
by the CIA. Because of the continuous The resemblance between the impend-
fighting about a third of the population Ing danger in Laos and our past predica-
has been killed, wounded, or driven from ment in Vietnam is unmistakable.
their homes, Last summer the stalemate Are we golng to allow ourselves to
was suddenly broken when the Mco make the same mistakes again?
tribesmen, encouraged by their American Are we going to again send young men
advisers, staged a strong attack which ;to_die without a clear idea of why?
swept the Pathet Lao from the Plain of
Jars for the first time in 4 or § years.
Everyone expected the Pathet Lao to re- ~ Will be declded without them.
capture the Plain of Jars and in the last Besides public awareness and public
wecks, they have staged their successful participation in whatever decision 15
counterattack. At this time no one knows made, I shall urge the U.S. Senate to
if the Pathet Lao and their North Viet- take the following steps: First, we should
namese allies will stop their offensive on demand the full disclosure of the recent
the Plain of Jars, as they have in the hearings on the situation in Laos. As
past, or will push forward against the Secnator SymineToN hoted, most of this
cities of Vientiene and Luang Prabang information has already been reported in
and on to the border of Thailand, the papers. With the release of the testi-
Over the years Amcerican involvement mony, there should also be a full dis-
has steadily increased. We ave now fy= closure of our involvement and purposes
ing from 200 to 400 sorties against Lao- in Laos. Second, if a full disclosure of
tian positions every day. We have diop- our involvement and purposes in Laos
ped more bombs on Laos than on North 18 not- possible, then the US. Senato
Victnam, Unknown numbers of American  should convene in secrel session to deter=
CIA operatives and Gureen  Beret para- ine what is the proper course for this

ple do not speak out, the Nation's fate

. . J
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- Debate @ff

.-

CIA at Bay

ARCATA — Central Intelli-
'‘tence Agency ruiters
jcanceled employment  inter-
views scheduled for yesterday
al. Humboldi State College.
i But college officials said the
‘cancellation had little or nc
connection with a previously-
publicized. *‘debate” supposecd|,
1o take place yesterday be-
‘lween the recruiters. and mem-
‘bels of an anti-war group at|
‘the college,
i A sparse audience was onl:
thand at 1 p.m.. when a spokes-
'fman for the debate's sponsor,
,the Student Mobilization Com-
mittee, (SMC) announced that
the CIA had *chickened our.’
iThe event was supposed to take
place in front of the Sequoia
iTheatre, -
l College officials ~ sald that
neither they nor the CIA knew
anything about the purported
debate other than what they
had seen on SMC posters,
Just Tuformal

Frank Onstine, a student
who said e was a spokesman
for the SMC, admilted that the
CIA had wot been formally in-
vited (o debate. "Our procla-
mations were the only invita-
tion extended., We thought they
were widely-enough distributed
so that they got the word.”
Dave Travis, HSC: placeinent
director, mld that tho impend-)

HSC Says ‘

f ' P
\ .
'

,ing “‘debate’ first came to, his

labout it on Monday aflternoon,
"He said that he cailed the CIA
‘:omce in San Francisco that
nevening and the next mormng:
|to check on -the matter, “'They|
sald they definitely had made}
\no arrangements for a debate,”
.Trav1s continued.
"er called back later Tuesdayl
‘and canceled,” he went on.

' “They have a standard pro-
‘cedure,” Travis added.  “They|;
idon't come whenever a dem-
lonstration is planned or if they
‘hear of any chance of one.”

According to Travis, the re-
cruiter would have canceled
his trip anyway,' because of a
limited number of sign-ups. He
*Isaid that a CIA representative
will contact the individual stu-
dents who did sign up for in-
terviews.

The interviews were to be
with women interested in *“‘sec-
retarial” positions, Travis said.

A similar incident resulted in
cancellation of CIA interviews
at Humboldt State last year.

The SMC posters denounced
the CIA as “the interlocking
hidden machinery that carries
out the policies of the United
States in the Cold War."”
“The -CIA has been working
overtime to panic the U.S. pub-
lie into supporting a massive
escalation of U.S. involvement
in Laos,” the flyer. continued, .

T
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By TED KNAP
Soripps-Howard Siaft. Welter

under increasing pressure to lit the vell of

" gecrecy, put the finishing touches today on &
statement explaining what the United States }
s doing in Laos and wWhy. '

1
!

) me

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla.—President Nixon, |

STATINTL

the U.S. presence has been forced by the

NIXON WILL contend, as Johnson did, thac"'j] '

massive intervention of North Vietnamese .

troops. Nixon said earlier this year that 50,000
North Vietnamese troops were in Laos.

“Qur actlvities there are solely for the

i
. . b
Nixon flew to his vacation home here last . purpose of seeing that the Laotian govern ment

night with Dr. Henry A. Kissinger,

end, probably late today.

. Sen. George S.
ring to press reports about B-52 bombings and
the presence of U.S. personnel on the ground,

“said yesterday the United States is “‘engaged
in a secret war” In Laos, Senate foreign rela-
tions committes chairman J. Wiillam Ful-

- bright, D., Ark,, also has been pressing for |
“full disclosure of
- kingdom bordering both North and South Viet- j

U.5. involvement In the

- nam.

ly operating

were there.

These operations have been clandestine ;
.. because Laos Is defined as “peutral” by terms
. of the 1962 Geneva Accords, which jorbid outs

side forces to intervene, But fear that Laos

L)

McGovern, D., 5.D., refér--

U.S. PARAMILITARY personnel, report-

, under the Central.Jnicligence .
Agency, have been In Laos for several years.
It has been Nixon administration policy—just -
as it was with former President Lyndon B..
Johnson—not to acknowledge publicly that they -

his chiel
adviser, after the White House )
- alerted several Washington news bureaus that
" a statement on Laos would be made this week-

* may become another Vietnam is forcing & -
i more complete official explanation..

And Nixon Nov.'3 sald the American peo-’
ple should not be asked to support a wat

b they bad at bea (ul Intormeds

ot ar el

1

_(forces) . . o are not overwhelmed by the
North Vietnamese and other Communist

" forces,” he sald at his Jan. 30 press confer-
ence. He added that these activities are
their request,” referring to the Laotian gove
ernment. K

The President has insisted that no Amef- ‘

- jcan “ground combat troops” are involved in
‘Laos and that B-52 pbombings are almed at
interdicting North Vietnamese troop and sup-

.. ply movements down the Ho Chi Minh Trail/.
which crosses Laption t

“ats'

g
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By WARREN HOGE
' N.Y. Post Correspondent

" KEY BISCAYNE, Fla.
'wThe White House was

- g o

P————

volvement in Laos with an
| Administration statement
Foutlining American activ-

‘:lence today over U.S, in-

The declaration was exs !
pected to stress that the!
U. 8. is not slipping into
another Vietnam situa-

.wecks with reports of in-
» creasing American partic~
- jpation in the widening

Laotian conflict. { that the Administration Is

Throughout the pas t

‘month, the White House { 1,45 that has already seerct-

has rcfused to comment
on the situation other
Fthan to rciterato Presi-
.. dent Nixon's claim during
his press confercnce last
‘month that no combat
troops are engaged in
Laos and that American
air activity is confined to
reconnaissance flights
) and bombing raids along
the Ho Chi Minh Trail,

Accounts-from the war.

|
!
l rate on the earlier ex-

ity in the area. i

et o

tion, a fear which has be- b

come widespread in recent . O S o olating a search-

A

1. 'S, is ‘more” heavily
(,"committed than the Ad-

{ On Laos ||

ministration has revealed,

. and the repeated White

House rcfusals to clabo- |

planation have fed this
. suspicion. - Cod
Critics have ncted that |

o to break its 8l . “the President in his No- |
preparing to brea ‘vewber address to the na- | cord of 1962 guaranteelrig
tion on Vietnam said that | Laotian neutrality.,

‘Amecricans could not and

} should not support a war |

.effort that was not fully.
, ‘explained to them.
1+ "We are flirting dangetous-
1y with a new Vietnam,” Sen. ,
"McGovern (D-S, D,) charged
on Capitol Hill yesterday
: shile Sen. Fulbright said his
i Foreign Relations Committee

1 ing new look at the U. 8, role
 In Laos.

4 Said McGovern: “I contend

: covering up the facts of a.
+ bloody military operation in
. ly cost the lives of scores of
. Amerioan bombing crews and
« Ameériean alreraft.

Tho Administration is fac-

ibility, and the upcoming ex-
planation will be an effort to
restore confidence in the gov-
‘ernment's word.

| Vietnam, -Communist China

Inga severe test of its ered- '

STATINTL

*airlines and providing other
extensive suuport to Meco
tribesmen battilng the Com-
munist Pathet Lao and North
Vietnamese regulars in the.
land-locked Asian natlon.

+  Complicating the Admin-

istration's task i# its aware-].
- ness that if it confesses

"everything 1t is doing in|
Laos it will be admitting
violations of the Geneva ac-;

Other Signers

Other signatories. to that
document, including North

and the Soviet Union, could.
exploit ‘such a confession to
justify formal intervention
of thelr own into the Laotian |
war, the Administration

fears, ' 4

House intention to give the
public a fuller accounting of
U. 8. involvement In Laos,

Nixon himself would not per-

or participate in any brief-’
“ing. He made it clear, how-
.over, that whatever was,
‘done earrled the full author-
Ity of the Chicf Exccutive. :;
~ The President flew here
from Washington last night ]
for a long weckend at his
Bayside home, His departure-
‘wag delayed for more than

. How -much of the clande-
stine American hilitary ope- |
.ratlon the AdMinistration is.
_prepared’ to admit Is ‘uncer!

[ Yo Sy .-‘.-MM-..._.- 4
" b

. . [y ‘dhat ' ‘
ne, indicate ) that- thes -
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an hour when a firing pin in
one of the Alr Force One en-,

;4

resident stayed aboard while

gines had to he replaced, The ¢ -

.
o P et ol

In announcing the White | -

‘press secretary Zlegler said? = T

'sonally deliver the statement { .
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RED FCRGE IN LAOS
INSTRONG POSITION

'Has 3 Months Before Rai
. Blocks Roads — White
. Hous to Give Details -

" By HENRY KAMM ~

Sprelal to The New York Times

dry weather ahead, the North

' VIENTIANE, Laos, March 5

~-With about threz months. of

HEY YOIK

loosely organized and said. by
Government and American

tiveness.

divided, are reported in the
southern panhandle region, but
the war there is not affected
by the seasonal scesaw. The
Communist objcctive in south-
ern Laos is to safeguard the
Ho  Chi Minh trail, a complex
of jungle and mountain paths
along which North
moves men and supplies to the
south in circumvention of the
demilitarized zome astride the
border of North Vietnam and
South Vietnam,

TN
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. However, there is no hope of
defeating the Communists 1;rom

sources to be of lesser effec- the air and little faith in the

power of the Laotian forces to

Approximately the same num.  Withstand a major attack, The
ber of enemy troops, similarly‘

initiative is conceded to Hanoi,
and the question is how far
Hanol wants to push,

Optimists in the present con-
text say that Hanol's goals
have not changed. The goals
are, in this view, to take-all
the territory that the Commu-

States Afr Force, th'cy achieved
the surprise victory last year
on the Plaine des Jares* which
had been held for five years
by the Communists, .

The most painful blow that
could he dealt to ‘'the general,
the chief of the Meo mountain
tribe, would be the capture of
Long Cheng, his headquarters

and the Meo capital southwest
of the plain. S

nists and neutralists” held at

The loss of this secret, partly

the time of the Geneva accord 'American-staffed base, In the
of 1962, which proclaimed a view of knowledgeable Ameri-
neutral Laos under a coalition can officials, might be fatal td

government. e
The necutralists have split

The United States Air Force

the effectiveness of the most
ahle general and fighters on

since then, and the Commu- the Government side.

Vietnamese were holding the
same ground in Laos today that
they occupied last year at the
‘end ‘of their annual dry-
iscason offensive, Thig puts the
Communist forces in a strong
position. :

The beginning of the rainy
‘season, which makes the supply
toutes impassable, normally

is making a maximum elfort
to prevent the enemy {rom
marshaling men and supplies
for a renewed offensive as
s »eedil?' as its forces regained
the Plaine des Jarres. The recap-
ture, while fully expected, oc-
curred against almost no cf-
fective ~ opposition on the
ground, which may account for
some of the sense of panic
felt abroad.

nists have left the Government.| Other likely Comunist ob-:
In thc optimistic view, tihe|jectives are throught to be a
Communists would halt on the ldrive westward from Muong
1962 line, declare that the|Soui along Route 7, which leads
true neutralists are’ on their |from North Vietnam through’
side and demand a new three- [the Plaine des Jarres to a junc-
sided government under ‘Com- [tion with Route 13, the north«
munist domination. south highway linking Vientiane

The pessimlsts—they include:iland Luang Prabang. .
sectors of the American estab-]:—-=——=--- - . c
lishment—-contend that Hanoi| The capture of the hill posi-
has the power to fo further and{ tion of Sala Phoukhoun, where

marks the retreat of Commu-

nist troops from some of the
ground that they have gaincd.

i [In Washington, the White

‘ House said that the Admini-
stration would disclosc some
information this weckend on
the situation in Laos.]

Hoped to_Slow Advance |

American officials had hopedi
that the advance would be,
slowed, without great sacrifices
of Government troops, by delay-
ing actions that would force
the enem?r to mass for attacks.
This would have offered taryets

may use if for the sake of|the roads meet 30 miles west of
turning the war in Laos and inimyuong Souf, would place the
Vietnam in their favor, Communists in a position to

m'LTnl}(b:{S br?\]zi\;vepl}:t?t t}t\lé?r ?ﬁﬂ‘i threaten either capital. Another

{{tary advantage to the point ofjlikely objective is Vangvieng,
&presenting Premier . Souvanna|the headquarters of the_pgo-

Phouma with an ultimatum t0|Government neutralists.
order the Americans to halt

+ The North Vietnamese and
‘their Pathet Lao allies are paus-
.ing to allow their logistic sup-
'port to be built up before ex-
-plolting their recent recapture
‘of the Plaine des Jarres . for
further offensive actions. At
the same time, Lao;.ian and
American officials try 'to antic-
Ipate where the Communists

for the continuous raids by Uni-

bombing in Laos—carried out|

clandestinely since 1964 under
the guise of armed reconnais-
sance with the right to return
fire if attacked—or face the
advance of Communist troops
beyond the old neutralist line
into the Vientiane Plain to the
Mekong River, '

United States planes based in
Thailand and on carriers and by
. the small but active Royal Lao-.
‘tian Air Force flying converted
' World War II trainers carrying’
‘bombs and rockets.

Maj. Gen. Van Pao, com-
mander of Government forces
on the Plaine des Jarres as' A bombing halt would allow
well as of the clandestine army the North Vietnamese the un-
-—guerrillas- trained, equipped, impeded use of the Ho Chi

iwill strike and, more impor-
tantly, how far they intend to
Bo. '
" However the excitement gver
the situation in Laos has not
yet spread to Laos.

*While the press of the world
and the most respected liberal
voices in the United States
Senate predict imminent catas-.
trophe, Vientiane, the admin-
-istrative capital, and Luang Pra-
bang, the royal capital, appear
ias drowsy as they did after
'the signal military successes of.

Government forces last Sep-
‘tember.

t The North Vietnamese have’

-about 25,000 troops in north-|

‘ern Laos, consisting of two'.

iinfantry divisions, a number
(of unattached combat units and
isupporting troops. They have
‘more rockets and bigger artil
Jery than before. They are
Ibacked by about the same num-:
iber of Pathet Lag troops, mare,

Approved For

'supplied, advised, transported Minh trail, on which they now
'and paid by the United Statewse perhaps as much as a
‘through the Central Intelligencequarter of. the supplies they
!Agency—had been persuaded move southward. This would
'to adopt this strategy over hig make it possible for them to

Communist forays in the re-
gion of Paksane in recent days
have raised the threat of a
drive on the city on the Mekong
border with Thailand, severing
northern Laos from the pan-
handle region.

In the abscence of solid indi-
cations of Hanoi’s aims and in a
possible effort to discourage
North Vietnam from setting its
sights higher than in the past,
United States officials here and
in Saigon have left unchal-
lenged a report that on at least,
one occasion B-52's, the biggest:

|American bombers, have ‘been;

wlis_hes to try to hold the ‘tivert to aggressive use the
al ‘ e

plain. . - LIOS
Tha: holding actions failed to’ trail. : .
develop, particularly at Gen. The result would be inter-
cral Vang, Pao’s forward head- national embarrassment to_the
quarters, at an old French air-|United States and a serious
port code named Lima Lima. blow to the Amecrican- nego-
His perimeter forces of regular |tiating position at the Parls
troops broke and fled underipcace talks. : S
fire of 122-mm. rockets and the
sight of two to four Soviet-
built tanks, and spread thelr
panic to the clandestine army
defenders, -+ Similarly, Muong ‘Vang Pao’s irregulars, These
Soui, the westernmost point of {troops are the best fighting!
the Communists’ advance lastiforce.on the Govemment siide.l
};grzg;.r 'qu abandoned in quick 'WI;h tl)‘e Aggl.g,,pj‘.the.iyn_ted
* United States planes are con- S -
centrating bombs and rockets; . » v
on the major supply routes, o : ‘
'Tho hopo is to thus delay the

enemy offonsiva: for, two tﬂ4
W

cal goals, military sources ex-

“Whatever the eventual politi+]

used in norchern Laos. . -

roops that now guard thel .

O -

pect the Communists to strike; . -~
a -determined blow at General, .-

EIE288"56616%/0% * CIA-RDP80-01601R00070005000 msd
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. By T. D. ALLMAN -
.+ Speciat {o The New York Times

. - VIENTIANE, Laos, March 5
‘Despite Government sctbacks

e E W

-at Long Cheng run- by t

United States for the clendes- The fact that they are tem-
tine army in Laos appears porarily C.L.A. “personnel and
of|no longer connccted with thcir
cAmerican activity around the|Army units allows the United
States Government to say that
it has no soldlers fighting in

placid except for a buzz

ydanding ficld.

3 Long Cheng 1s just southwest

HNEY YOLK ©Liks

‘S ccret U,S.—Run Bas.e‘ Deep in Laé.'s'ﬁ:Séems Placid |

land pistols. These

__| Americans are mostly ex-Green
in|Berets, hired on C.LA. contrachy
recent fighting, the big base|to advise and train Laotian

he|troops.

;0f the Plainc des Jarres from Laos.

~which Laotian Government
troops were driven last month,
wand it is the center of opea-ithing there has been flown in
tions of the United States mili-|by United States aircraft, The
tary and the Central Intclli-|most permanent-looking build-
jence Agency in- northeastcrniings were 2 glassed-in Laotian

Laos.
-~ With 40,000 pecopie, it js one
Lof the largest Laotian scttle-
7ements. But its existence is sup-

%.posed to be secret, so it appears roof acrials.

sfon few maps, and no tegular

airlines stop there.

wiranco-Presse, John Saar

\-Cheng to report on the Unit

50 Americans who

of| tho plal

nl
~Lifo magazine and this corrc-| Since the United States ac-
i.spondent—walked .to Long

ed

jeeps and carrying M-16 rifles

The town of Long Cheng is
almost brand new and every-

officers club and the scores of
C.LA. buildings, identifiable by
their windowless walls with
projecting air conditioners and

The center is home for about
: 1 supply,
-1 No journalist has been al-{plan, finance, direct and some-
Jowed to visit Long Cheng. Last|times even participate in the
“wweek, however, three journal- fighting against the Pathet Lao
sists—=Max Coiffait of Agencgland North Vietnameso atound

tivities violate the 1962 Geneva
accords ‘on. Laos, which forbid

young ?rthcastcrn Laos.

pelled to leave.

plete with landing lights.

v States air, Jogistic and intelli- foreign military _intervention,|synplies fo battle zones.

; ligence %ctivities there. .

A i Thehill costumes of the M

stribesmen contrasted with thelofficials 'who have sg&c

civilian clothes of United States ,mils.ion',"’(gom_,p;thq«

- |Long Cheng is off limits

eo|but United States and Laotian
ial per-
A. and

to all

o5 1nilitary men,. riding in open'from Maj; Gen. Vang Pao, the

7

Laotian military commander in|rockets, instructing Lantian pi-

The three journalists’ visit to and down the runway.

ong Chen was neither author-| . Near  the T-28's  were
ized nor anticipated. But they|three American reconnalssance
were able to reach it by walk-|plancs, flown by United States
ing about 15 miles from Sam-|pilots from Long Cheng &nd
thong through a number oflused to mark tarpets for the
Government - checkpoints and|United States jet bombers.
then wandered freely about the| Rescue Helicopters stand-By
town for ncarly two hours be-| At the end of the paved run-
fore being discovered and com-| way were three Jolly Green Gi-

Well:Equipped Airficld
" The airficld at Long Chenglof the reasons the United
small but very well cquipped,|States tries to Keep Long
with a paved all-weather run-{Cheng secrets The Jolly Green
way about 3,000 fect long com-| Giants are regarded 95 proof;

lots and taxiing the planes up

ant rescue helicopters. Their

presence is believed to be one

that the United States bombs:

Sheltered in a parking areainot just the Ho Chi Minh Trail
carved out of the hillside were{put northeastern Laos as well.
half a dozen United States|Their crews are always on
transport planes, including 33-fstand-by to rescue gowned
passenger Caribous,  although| United States bomber pilots, of
the Longcheng field -can ac-lwhich about a dozen are pre-
commodate larger transports.|gumed killed in Laos _cachf
Also in the parking area were|month, The Jolly Green Giants
10 Short Take-off and Landing|were largely unarmed, though
(STOL) aircraft, the !feline for|their crews wore United States
dozens of isolated Government|Air Foree flight uniforms. .
enclaves in northeastern Laos.| The three journalistswatched
Tholr American pliots——mostly | the traffic ot Loni Cchang's Air-
civilian employes of Air Amer-|field for about an
ica and Cont nental Air serv-|cylated that 2 United States
ices—ferry soldiers, arms and|plane janded or took off every

our, and cals

minute. United States l}elicop-

Farther down the runway|ters and airplanes were in hold-
were o dozen or more un-|jng pattern above the valley,
marked T-28 single-engine pro-| waiting to land.
peller bombers that are flown There appear
on bombing missions by Meo|dio antennas in Long Chen

to bo morg ras

: tribesmen and Laotian pilots.|than trees. The radio networ

the 'T-28

But everything' else_regarding|connects Long Cheng wi
r}_; is gdone by Ameri-|agents all over northeast Laos,
cans. We saw members of the| many of them Mep forward air

. 'United States Air.Force repair-| guides who direct United States

.. ‘ing engines, loading bombs.and!bombers to their targets,...’

4§
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V
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‘Bulletin News Analysis .
. Nixon's Laos Problem;

Whether to Be Frank

) " By RICHARD FRANK
Bulletin Washington Bureau

supplying it  with equipment,
training and combat advisory
missions staffed by - military

Washington—The White House,! men now on civilian status and A particular irritant is. thg'un-
under increasingly critical con<{reportedly  assigned and fi-'

gressional pressure, has deciddnanced by the Central
.ed to break its long silence and{pence Agency, -
tell the public about the Ameri-“" __iticrican hombe
‘can Ll;ole in the not-so-secret War onpaped in bombing tr;f’e
n Laos. - Minh Trail alon -
A statement by President Nix- ern edge . of Liots]:e ﬁgﬁ;‘.m;?o
on is expected in the next few huen used against ‘North Viet-
days. It will, for the first ime, namese troops operating in
give the Official Administrationipgrih central Laos against Lao-
position on tha war in the tiny,; tian government tmops;», At

Inteli

opét;ly
Ho Chi

h (e~r

STATINTL

,ditlon “of the Vietnam expérl-
.ence. ’ ’

. Many econgressmen—especial-
Jy members ol the Senale—are

also disturbed at what they:

view ax the unwillingness of the

‘ Adminlatratinn to let the Lepis-
Yative Branch participate in de-
cisions  which .. commit the
“United States to international
courses of action,

One Dispute

" 1.aos, hut declined to go into de-

responded to  questions abou
tail on U.S. involvement there,

On Sept. 26, he said the U, S.
was providing logistical suppnrt
end training for the neutralist
government of Prince Souvanna’
Phouma “in order to avold Laos

falling under. Communist domi-i -

nation,” : .
He said that the U, S, alsn
flew reconnalssance flights over

‘13.a0s and engaged in “some oth-

er sctivities”which he would not

discuss, *

ublished transcript of several
" days af closed-door hearings on
:Laos belore a forelgn relations'
subcommittee studying’ U. S.
commitments abroad.

' 'Those_hearings were heid last

routinely submitted to the State’
- Department for the “sanitizing”
| process performed to climinate
“testimony  whose  publication

landlocked  Southeast  Asian . o e
.kingdom which shares a bor Am erican -_fighter-hombers

-
'

‘would he damaging to national’
“security, .

,evidenéa that this is the caxe,

October, and the transcript was| advisers are’active in the field,

Mr, Nixon denied-that there :

‘svere  any American  combat

troops In Laos, and there is no
except- for the reports that CIA

_ On Dec. 8, the President said
tha nenple of this country "are

entitied tn know evervthing that. ;
thev pnssibly can with regard to-

orv involvement of the United
States ahroad,” | .

‘der_with both North and South Thanned by American pilots -~ Committce members say the A Réfu/sﬁl .

i

(B
: |
h

Vietnham have each been

=" leva accords which established
Lthe official neutrality of Laos.

| The Choices

iVietnam, : _
The President’s decision to
:discuss the U. S. involvement
lin Laos indicates that he has
iresolved the dilemma he in-
herited when he took office and
which he has perpethated dur-
|ing the past thirtecen months,
* The evidence, from newsmen’
in Laos and from congressional
sources with access to unpub-
lished data on the war, is that
the United States and North
in
clear violation of the 1962 Gen-

Thus Mz, Nixon has two basic
choices:

. ==He can admit to the world

that his country has violated
an international . agreement to
which it is one of the parties.

~Or he can withhold some of
the most damaging facts and
‘find that his Administration's
credibility has been placed in
scrious douht,

A less-than{rank ' statement
by the President might also
seem to signify that the U, S,
is far more deeply involved in
Laos than the evidence which
so0 far has been revealed would
indicate, .
What Is Known o

What is ‘known, officlally or
unoflicially, about tho ATerlcan
role in Laos is this:

~The U, S. is spending more
than $200 miilion a year to sup-

,have been flying in close sup-‘iranscript was returned with so,

port of Laotiun troops in the
- Plain of Jars, in the north-cen-
{ral sector of the kingdom, an
‘active battleground 'scven
[dred - miles away from the
youtes usced by North Vietna-
.mese infiltrators’ into  South
~Wietnam, '

- ==An estimaled 150 American
elvilian airmen are missing,
‘captured or dead In Laos since
‘the Geneva accords of July,)
11562, established the official neu-
trality of Laos, .

Under the Geneva accords,
both the bombing ‘and the mili-
dary assistance offered by’ the
{U. 8. is jillegal. All that . the
:American Government has of-
ticially admitted is the massive
‘bombing of the Ho Chi Minh
‘tran. intended to “interdict” the
fnfiltration from North Vietnam
through the southedst corner of
Laos and fnte South. Vietnam.

‘The Pressures .

| The President has been under
garticular pressure from  con-
gressional  doves  and
hawks to speak out on Laos and
dispel the growlng feeling. that
the war thére could enpulf his
Administration 'as the Vietnam
war overwhelmed. the regime of
Lyndon B, Johnson. C
Socretary of State William P.
Rogers speat ‘more than' two
- hours with members of the Sen-
ate Forcign Relations Commits
‘tee earlier thia' week, but appar-
‘ently failed to eliminate all the

un-{

some|.

many dcletions that to publish

public.

Four months of negotiations
between committee stalf em-
ploves and the State Depart-

disputed parts of the hearings
transcript, but the differences
remain so substantial that the
committee refuses to print the
transcript In its present ‘cen:
gored version.'

The Issuve

Some who have had access to
the hearing record say there
is very little in it which has
not already appeared in. the
press, either in the form of pub-
lic statements by members of
Congress or the Administration
or through news reports from
Laos and Washington. .

Others who have read it say
it offers evidence that the U, S.
involvement in the Laotian war
has secretly .and significantly
escalated. C oL

There is no necessary contra-
diction in these two views, since
those who say America has be-
come more deeply involved also
acknowledge that much of the

-{t in that form would mislead the ,&}‘_ dicting” the Ho Chi Minh

ment have narrowed down the’

fican activities in'tnat country|

: B\‘b_},th_e"rl.' after confirmin
that the United States was “in-

rail through Laos, he said,
“hevond “that, 1 don’t think the

whlic Interest would be served. |

»‘any further discussion.’

\t his-most recent press con-
Ir-ence on Jan,: 30, the ~Presi-

.=+ noted that North' Vietnam
§ .gome 50,000 troops in Laos,

« ~-ghv _threatening the sur-,
gival of Laos,” and said Amer-.

were “solely for the purpose of!
seeing that the Laotian govern-’
ment (was) not overwhelimed by

Communist _forces.”
In his 40,000-word,
length foreign policy report to .

devoted only part of one sen- '

war In Vietnam, . .

He said the U, S, was seek-:
ing, through negotiations with
the North~ Vietnamese, to

ment which would assure the .
sclf-determination of the South’
Vietnamese pcople and would:
also ensure the continued neu-,
trality of Laos.” v -

evidence has previously been
puhlished, o

pol_icy decisions in this area, .
"Nixon's Commonts .

fears that the -U ' S.  Involve-l+ At his last: three % televised
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port the royal Laotlan ammy,

ment’ fo° Lsos might, be" o” repe:

‘M_{'l t .

A

i

s

"Their primary concern, they’
sav, Is that Conpress Is being.
left out of important foreign

 press conferences, the President

Created in 1949

Laos, which did not exist as
a scparate country until 1849,
when France gave it its inde-
pendence, is clearly a part of:
:l‘\el dover-p‘ll' ' Indochina . battle-:

[ » ," R : T
“-Jts less'-thaa' 'three " million’
 people_live in a mountainous’

continued

b,ook-'L'-
Congress last month, Mr. Nixon :

tence to Laos, linking it to the : -

achleve “a conmpromise settle-

the North Vietnamese and other{: .

K



o~

O

_ ;~. The worst kept secret of the

RIVFRSIDE, CAL.

ENTERPRISE
B - 41,683 ; |
MAR 6 1970 %

“And nowLaos §”

;of the House Armed Services
.Committee and 6 confidant of
“the military, has denied the U.S.
+is getting into a Vietnam-like
. commitment in Laos: ‘“Anyone
-who says we are just doesnt'
know the facts.”

»  Perhaps. But what, then, are
y the facts? That is the essence of
the complaint, for the informa-
, tion which the public gets comes
'in driblets. - -

%:‘;« Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, head% .

ohttle war is the heavy participa-
“tion of the LIA.and military |
_advisers. The air war has been
"busier, and by extrapolating US. .
“Command figures, it is a safe bet -
"that 300 planes and 100 ajrmen:
,were lost in neighboring Laos ]
f last year:.
As fears have mounted, more .
tand more officials have stepped,
forward to defend the U.S. role,
' without saying what that role is.
'Theirs is an unspoken plea to d
:“trust us,” a particular South:
east A51a road ‘that has been ]
' gone down before to everlasting | 3
“regret. - -
. Secretary of State Wllhaml
'Rogers has. been more effective
by talking to the Senate Forelgn ;
Relatlons Committee and prom1s-
“ing that it will be consulted in ;
-advance of any increased U.S. in- |

- volvement, , This may, still criti- ;

{cism for a time, as the persua-]
‘sive Mr, Rogers has .done before, |

Limprove its public-relations im- :

lup with a satisfactory way of .

STATINTL
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‘But the total Administration 7
effort thus far has been to try to-

{age on Laos. No one has come |

doing that short of telling all,
.which is viewed in some quarters

"as a horrendous idea. . 3

James. Reston reminded us’

the other day that Mr. Nixon, in |
his notable November speech on :;

Vietnam, said: “The American
people cannot and should not be

asked to support a policy which -
involves the overriding issues of

ar and peace unless they know
‘the truth about that policy.™
True m Vletnam, true 1

‘\;‘ los' *-’c NIk S 1 ‘ﬂ. RN R
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PUMPED-UP

The fighting in tiny Laos, where North Viet-
nam ig thrusting sporadic attacks on the weak
Lnotians, has undoubtedly been siepped up. And
United States air bombing, mainly wpon Com-
munist forces and supplies traveling the Ho Chi~

-Minh trail toward South Vietnam, has been

increased.

But the fright-mongering charges that the
President and the Pentagon are escalating
Laos warfare into “another Vietnam® have
ahout 0s much foundation as a straw man in
a hurricane. \

Richard Nixon has made it clear he intends
to shrink commitments involving United -

_ States arms. Why would he be withdrawing

American troops from Vietnam if he sought,
or would tolerate, “another Vietnam™ in
Southeast Asia?

Neither the President nor his Administration
is about to invite a new Indo-China conflict
surreptitiously. The ideca that Washington may
be sneaking the American people into another
Asian war has ail the look of a pumpad-up-
poltergeist. : ‘

* * *

Defense Secretary Melvin Laird has sald un-
equivocally the tmifed $€afes has no ground

forces in Laos. The tenor of his statement in-

dicates there is no intention whatever of send-
ing troops into that little state,

If the situation should change drastically,
he said the President and defense establish-
ment would consult with Congress before

" making any further decision,

Why then_ has. a furor, largely inspired by +

' Senate foes of virtually every Viet policy, sud~

~And over reports some CIA agents and Green,; ='

* capital are understandably: suspicious of any
' mllltary operationrﬂn the Vietpam theater, |

denly been rajsed in Congress over the usual
winter offensive 6f Red Vistnamese in Laos?

lnc:denta“y ‘with mmtscule results? o
One reason is because Viet watchers in the '

_after the credibilitygap duting’the . Johnson:'s:

.Communist armed threat to Thailand. This is.

STATINTL

LAO& IS.@UE

‘fearful we are under hazard: of having .eur*
military feet ‘burned again. :

Besides bh‘comy among gome Congrew
men, ‘there is the political . possibility that
compulsively parﬂsan Democrats resent - the
fact Mr. Nixon has relegated the Viet issue

Ty’

~ to"timbo by his’ Vietnamization program and

gradual troop- pullont, -

Every year at this time. the Nort’h Vietname-a -
have .loosed offensives in Laos. taking the Plin

of Jars and beeﬂhg ugp protection of the o Chi..r

Minh highway into South Vietnam. As fepular-
ly as clockwork, the Laotians have wor back
the plain. Whether they can this year or wheth-
er Reds now intend to take over all Laos by
force has caused some worry in Washmgton ~—

- not a great deal

* *'*

.
, Administeation, Some Senutors are honestly ;

.
7

Laos is a plot of real estate no bxgger than

Oregon and with a population of about 3 mil-
lton. Its only strategic value is the Ho highway
for Hanol troops and supplies, Because the

reinforcement route, cries of “escalation” have

“+United States has been heavily bombing this |

been raised: Americans have, however, beer. "
bumbing the Ho Chi Minh sunply road steadily

for years. The only real hazard that might be”
raised by a Red grab of Laos would be the’

3z

not immediate and could likely be staved off.
B U * '
A rovndup of opinion among Washingiv:

i

&

P S .

‘analysts by the Wall Street Journal concluiss) 4

. the Laos problem is not at"all likely to mushe.
“room into another Viemam. even threaten such
~abog ' '
New war over Laos 1s not wanted by the

*” Administration, nor apparently by the Viet Com-

- munists, e

.i'The: thoraclc uproar over a Laotian mmtary
sy, involvlng us and Reds in Southeast Asia,
‘appears no. more than a\jlttery bubble in B
: brlef.surge “of headlines, - 1 v v

"
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NEWS

t{ By Scripps-Howard Newspapers .
b

B ISCAYNE, Fla., March § — President ¢

= Nixon, under increasing pressure to lift the
t.veil of secrecy, put the finishing touches today
t.on a statement explaining what the U.S. is
. doing in Laos and why. :

. Mr. Nixon flew to his vacation home here
 last night with Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, his:
“chief foreign policy adviser, after the White
i House alerted several Washington news bu-

¥ reaus that a statement on Laos would be made -

! this weekend, probably late today.

- presence of U.S. personnel on the ground, said
* war” in Laos. Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Chairman J. William Fulbright, D-Ark.,
also has been pressing for full disclosure of

U.S. involvement in the kingdom bordering -

Vietnam.

V.S, paramilitary perscmnel,‘ reportedly op-’
:*erating under the CIA have been in Laos for-

" several years. It has been Nixon Administra-

.

ok

R N

yesterday the U.S. is “engaged in a secret’ .

. A
SRR & £ T2

. § MARWO

1

x
3

Laos 'explanation’ readied

|

These operations have been clandestine be-
ause Laos is defined as “‘neutral”’ by terms of
‘the 1962 Geneva accords, which forbid outside
‘forces to intervene. But fear that Laos may
Jbecome arother Vietnam is forcing a more
complete official explanation.

Mr. Nixon Nov, 3 said the American peoplevq
should not be asked to support a war about .
which they had not been fully ‘informed.

"Mr. Nixon will contend, as Mr, Johnson did,

- ~that the U.S. presence has been forced by the ;
¥ Sen. George S. McGovern, D-S.D., referring - massive

" to press reports about B52 bombings and the .

intervention- of North Vietnamese .

--troops. Mr. Nixon said earlier this year that

50,000 North Vietnamese troops were in Laos. .

pose of seeing that the Laotian government
(forces) ... are not overwhelmed by North
Vietnamese and other communist forces,”” he
said at his Jan. 30 press conference. He added
that these activities are ‘‘at their request,””

Mr. Nixon has insisted, however, in response

. tion policy — juist as it was with former Presi- to_ criticism, that U.S, involvement in Laos has
dent Lyndon B. Johnson — not to gcknowledge

+ - publicly tpat_they were there. L’H B

not increased -since he becgmg_iPresidentJ&‘;
montns BB0. ;4 1y o

e e e o
PRI S T AR L Rt L

A
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“Qur activities there are solely for the purs§

: referring to the Laotian government. (I
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Statement
Due on Laos

By Murrey Marder
Washinglon Port 8talf Writer

- {escalating warfare in South-
cast Asia.

There is open concern in.
lside the administration that
susplcions about clandestine

the relative American calm
about U.S. strate
ing South Vietnam. General-
llzed denials that there s any,
ieurrent administration inten-
tion to scnd American ground

to head off congressional ap.
prehensions, . ‘
White House Press Secre-
jtary Ronald L. Ziegler ' sald:
Iyesterday that “we have been

ease 2001/0F70%'REFA-

The White Houso {s expecl-
cd to fssue a atatement, prob.
ably today, on Americafi In.
volvement In the semi-sccret]
war in Laos in an attempt to
quell domestic alarm about

N |
warfare in Laos can shattcr,

gy in adjoin{

troops into Laos have failed.

whlin . WVERN Am ey

President Nixon, ns Presi-

R\Ihilc IIO“SC dents Johnson and Kennedy

before him, Is operating on
'the principle that any one-
i sided disclosure of covert ac-
1 Uvitles in Laos would put the
‘United States at o major dip.
lomatie disadvantage and also
~damage the, prospects for hait-
‘ing the Laotian conflict,
! The internal argument has
theen  that North  Vietnam
s hever, admilted that tt fafled
! to comply with the 1962 Gen-
; eva agreement to pull ity
_troops out of Laos, but instead
greally increased them, U.S.
military support, tralning, avd
1 Qi power was then requested
; clandestinely by Laotian Pre-
- mier Souvanna Phouma to
i preserve his neutral regime,
{  This has put both sides, for
i some years, in actual vielation
of the Geneva ncutrality ac.
.cords, But whoever admitted
it officially would put himself
on the spot. President Nixon
publicly tried to hold that line
as recently as his Jan. 30
press conference, Since then,
- however, a rolling North Viet-
namese-led offensive in Laos,.
~reportedly with 15000 new
" troops added to the 40,000 to
. 50000 Hanol soldiers there,
"has escalated U.S, atarm

considering this matter and, about “another Vietnam,” put.
there is a very good possibill.| ting pressure .on .the White
Ly that we will have some ad-| House to spcak out. .-

ditional information to give, - President Nixon in theé re-
you this weekend.” ‘

President Nixon left Wash.
ington last night by jet for
a three-day weekend at Key,
Biscayne, Fla, He was ac-

aides, fncluding Henry A.
Kissinger, his natlonal securi-’
ty adviser, R
What is expected s
White House statement - on

Laos with a press bricfing for|'
newsmen, '

i

U.S. role in the Laotlan war
because the conflict direetly
involves the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, whose detalled
activities in such a situation

hever' are oflicially disclosed, |

St
L
Rty

N o

companied by his principajl’ South Vietnam. The United

)
" in the other war in Laos

aj, '
N/ Now, U.S. strategists them.i

The Nixon administration’
Is expected to tell only part .
of the facts about the full

-cent past has acknowledred
that U.S. air power has been
engaged in “interdicting” the

" flow of North Vietnamese in-

. filtrators across Laos into

1 States has sald very little offl-
' clally, however, about its role

control of Laos itself.

selves are wondering whether
{the Communists plan either to;
intensify the level of warfare'
in Laos to checkmate U.S.
strategy in Vietnam, or to try
. to gain enough control in Laos
“ to force the United States. to
“halt the bombing of the so-
'""called Ho Chl Minh infiltra.
" tion trails. The latter has been
& Jongtime Hanol objective.

0

,forl_,__

.

, -

.. On_ Tuesday._in_ia” private| -

STATINTL
RDP80-01601R00

meeting with the Scnate For.
eign  Relations  Committee,
Seeretary of State Wiillam P.
Ropers sought to case senato-
rlal fears that the United
States is contemplating send-
ing pround troops Into Laos if
the situation worsens.

. Administration and congres:,
slonal sources yesterday hoth
denied published reports that
Rogers gave the commlitee a
binding. assurance that the

Nixon administration never
wi\] do so. ;
It Is impossible to give any

such absolute guarantee, ad-
ministration  sources sald.
What Rogers did tell the com-
mittee, sources In
branches of government said,
was that the administration
has no current plans to send
any ground combat troops into
Laos and would consult with
Conpress in advance if such
an emergency should arise.
Rogers also notified Scn.
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.),
chairman of a Foreign Rela-

tions subcommittee that hagf/perate decelt” in its explana.

investigated U.S, involvement
in Laos, that the “serious situ-
ation . presently ' existing in
Laos” makes it impractical for.
Ambassador G. McMurtie
Godley to return to Washing-
ton to testify. When feasible,
said Rogers, that will be ar.
ranged, -

The Symington subcommit-
tee has clashed with the ad-
ministration for months over
securlty censorship and re-

lease of the) record of its)giy

closed hearings on Laos,
Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) told
newsmen yesterday that he be.
lieves President Nixon is eop-‘

"
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both{

/:zalc." and “the Nixon ad-

sidering a report to the Amert. '
can people that will be “help.
ful” on this count, too. ;

Mansfield, sald he s en.
‘couraged to hope that more
facts about U.S, activitics in
Laos will be relcased. Othcr-‘
wise, he said, “The people
will become more and more
suspleious and the situatinn
will herome more difficult.”,
Mansfictd snid, “We are up to
wur neck in Laos and over
our head In Vietnam.”

Sen,  Georgie McGovern
{D-S.1).) renewed his chargea
yesterday that in Laos “we
are flirting dangerously- with
a new Vietnam,

“The administration is vio.
jating the Gencva settlement
of 1962 by Interfering mili-
tarily in Laos,” McGoavern
told the National Newspaper
Assoclation in  the Senate
auditorium. McGovern sald,
*l firmly believe we are at
war in Laos on a dangerous

inistration is gullty of deli-}-

tlons about that war, .

Sen. Harry F. Byrd (D-
W.Va) told the Senate, “Un-
der no foresceable circum-
stances must we become in-
volved In another ground war
in Asia” Byrd said a state-
ment thls week by Premier
Souvanna Phouma suggests
“that he may be becoming
desperate and Is seeking wid.
er and more comprehensive

i STATINTL

L AR Sk

support ' from the United
tes” .\ . T
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‘Senate Pressure-
Stirs Nixon Action

By GARNETT D. HORNER
Star Staff Wriler

President Nixon is ready to
o make public now some informa-
tion he has tried to keep secret
about how deeply the United
States is involved in helping
Laos combat Communist invad-
ers from North Vietnam,

The new information was ex-

winter White House soon, prob-
ably some time today.

e Indications were that the in-

“ |formation made public would be
substantially that which  hag
been provided to congressional
committees in executive session
during recent wecks by Secre-
tary of State William P. Rogers
and Defense Secretary Melvin
R. Laird,

The whole Laotlan jssue—what
the United States should do
there and how much should be
told the American people and

KEY BISCAYNE, F‘la.—-"‘

pected to be released by the]been under pressure, primarily

SIAITINIL

Maintains Silence

The U.S. government has re-
‘mained silent about news re-
ports of B52 bombing missions in
the vicinity of the Plain of Jars,
‘recently overrun by North Viet-
namese ground combat troops,
|and of Americans out of uni-
form working with the Royal
.Laotian forces on the ground.

The Nixon administration has

from members of the Senate
\| Foreign Relations Committee, to
| make public more detailed infor-
jmation about the extent of U.S.
{involvement., Democrats kept
up that pressure in the Senate
‘yosterday. ‘
' 'There is Food reason for say-
‘ling, officially, as little as possi-
{bla” about tho 1.8, role in Loos,
'The Httle Southcast Asian coun-
‘try is officially neutral. The 1962

SR RLE

policy in Laos have said noth-
ing, however, about violations!
lof the accords by North Viet-'
nam or its two divisions in Laos,

There has heen considerable
soul-searching within the admin-
istration about the risk of saying
anything more publicly about
U.S. activity in Laos.

Daily Questioning

The issue apparently was re-
solved within the last 36 hours or
so. Until yesterday, White House
Press Secretary Ronald L. Zie-
gler would say under almost
daily questioning, that he could
add nothing to what Nixon had
sald in his press conferences
about Laos. ) §

But yesterday 'Ziegler told
newsmen there was a *'good pos-
sibility” of “additional informas
tion"” “about U.S, involvement in
Laos being provided them here

Geneva accords, signed by the.

5

i
’ ‘issue as one of “admitting” this the only thing keeping his coun-

' 't_r:ality of Laos,

- Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2; -

United States, North Vietnam,i
Communist China and the Soviet,
‘Union guarantee the neutrality]
of Laos and forbid foreign troop:
intervention. ?

the world about it—~is an inherit-

ed one for Nixon, o
The problem of what to do

about Laos dates back to at least

1062 when the late President

\J’oim F. Kennedy tried to put it

Requested by Premier -

Whatever the United States is
doing has been requested by
Laotian Premier Souvanna

on the-shelf with the accords
reached at Geneva for a neutral-
Eist Laos. '

Nixon

: Phouma, who said a few days
does not see the present ago American air support was

‘'or that regarding U.S. activity. try from falling to North Viet-
Rather, he sees it as a question namese aggression.
‘ ! No evidence has developed to

?"f ‘meeting US. ol?ligations con- dispute statements by Nixon and
‘cerning preservation'of the 1€U- gthers that no U.S. ground com-
with the mim- %att milits;zt'g' ﬁf)rces arginléagis.
mum possible risk of American But reports of ground aclivity
involvement in another ground there of “Q““mf‘mé‘{il Amerl-
‘ theast Asia cans, presumably person-
war In Southeast AStA. o4 oty 2ch, covpled wiith demance Jror
cially so far is that US. bomb-to1d. " have tended to' Stir  5us-

this weckend, -

Nixon flew to his winter home!
beside Biscayne Bay last night'
for a long weekend of work and
relaxation, !

After Ziegler's advice yester-l
day afternoon, a dozen or SO
'reporters who had not planned
to make the trip hastily signed.
,up for the White House press
plane. ‘

Ziegler made clear that the
expected new information on
U.S. activity in Laos would not

.come from the President person:
allye. s s ifadaaden s o 5
oy ..‘..Z»:bw'x.‘e.‘;.lf.m-us». . Lol

J |

‘ers ﬁre ‘z,at.tempting mr::?nt?:gw picion, , © .. -
Nort jetnemese r ol the. .
ments and supplies moving Critica.of )‘lﬂ.ﬂdﬂ“”h“u"ﬁl
along the Ho Chi Minh trailll -.: .
taroigh Laot to Sautd Vietzam,
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Charges Laos BMC ¢ .
Markel Money Deals

BY FRED FARRAR
[Chicage Tribune Press Service)

Washingion,- March 4-—Sen.
"Abraham Ribicoff (D., Conn.],
‘charged today that black
. market currency manipulations
“have spread from Viet Nam (o
iLaos and American pilols aie
1 involved. .
; Ribicoff made the charge as
‘his Scnate permanent investi-
: gations subcommittee reopened
“hearings into the misuse of
‘noncommissioned officers club
tfunds and black market cur-
. rency dealings in Viet Nam.

Ribiceff did not elaborate on
.the currency black market in
Laos, execpt lo say that the
kip. the basic Laolian unit of

‘eutrency, is invplved and:

vprofits from the transactions
{have been funneled into bank

" accounts in the United States.

< Operated hy CIA

| He also did not specily
‘ .whether he -was talking about
military or civilian pilots. Two
\/ private air lines operated by
“the central inlclligence agency
use civilian pilots to fly supply
"and olther missiong  thruout

“ much of Laos. .
) Ribicefl's allegations came
. after Secrelary of the Army
Stanley Resor disclosed in a
statement to the subcommittee
that the army’s continuing
investigation of club fund ir-
regularities have uncovered "a
few additional incidents . of
possible misconduct apparently
unrelated to the incidents high-

lighted in your hearings.”
Declines to Tell Details

, S ubcommitice investigators

iwere the first to wuncover

I evidence of irregularities in the
{ use of club funds. Last [all the
;subcommiuce held  extensive
i public hearings on that matter
land on black market currency

manl_puhuons io Viet Nam by ! individuals.

m————

Sen, Abrabam Ribicoff

American militaty men and
civilians there, '
. Resor declined to give detajls
of the new cascs in today's
public session because, he said,
of “the possibility of criminal
actions in these cases." .
Resor also said that two .
army use by various police
retired Maj. Gen. Carl Turner, . -
former army provost marshal,, '
have been completed and “in
accordance with an agreement - i
with the department of justice, : )
copies have been made availa- | ,
ble {o the internal revenue:
service.” !
Turner allegedly sold fire. !
arms he had been given for':
army’' ues by various police
departments, including Chi-
cago'’s. !
Could Mean Single Trial
Resor said that information '
turned over to the juslice
deparlment about five present:
and former army scrgeants e
who formed a company to scll o
supplies to srevice elubs “could. SRR
resull in a sspglo'trm of all five o

i
i

- -
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LAQS ABOVE

i. ! vee Invited Red Olfensive . -

: VEF ﬁ ) QFM[\ E @F% uit also scems clear,” he

| N R il said, “that we invited the re-

(Reptinted from yesterdar’s Iate editions] cent Communist olfensive in

( ‘ Washington, March 3 0 —|the Plain of Jars by encourag- : ,
'Sen. J. William Fulbright [D.,|inz an American trained, . ' .
| Ark.] said loday that “high equipped, and divected Laolian ‘

1 e - . 2 | army to scize this area 1ast Scp-
ofticials of the administration” |} cber thus unseltling a more

[}
ihave told members of his Sen- | or less stable military line that
ate foreign rclations commit- “had existed for several years.”. \/

gy =

‘tee that “Laos is even more|; ‘‘There is growing cvidence
.important than. Vict Nam.” that the CIA [ccx(nltrnl intelli-
e . - pence ageneyl an American
“The fact that high officials military pcrsonnel—npparcnuy

“of the administration think this } in civilian garb—are directing
scares me to death,” Fulbright | Laotian military * operations,”

told the Senate. “It suggests an | he said. _
ominous and dangerous future Scerctary of Defense Melvin

) Laird, talking to veporters, said
for the United Etates in that{ 1 ore has been no buildup of 4 . .
remote country. : United States manpower—either o R
‘His comments came in the | civilian or military—in Laos. : ' .
middle of a speech he placed} Laird was asked about Me- o L "
in the Congressional Record|Govern's statement that there - BRI
after delivering only the first]|*has been more and more / :

tand last paragraphs because}Amcrican airpower, ' American
of time limitations. advisers, and CIA operatives”
e Joins McGovern in Laos. . =~ - | - -
1t came after he joined in “I can categorically state
a call by Sen. George Mc- there: has been no buildup of
! Govern [D., §. D.] for a secret individuals whether civilians or
Senate session on Laos. military on tho ground in Laos
The Scnate’s semior Repub- or within the, country, he said. |

lican, George D. Aiken [vte.l, Tone Is Critical .
said he does not share thei On the Scnate floor, the tone
concern of many senators that| continued to be critical of the
Laos could turn into another | Nixon  administration,  with
Viet Nam. - threc Democratic senators —
Fulbright asked: “If VietiMcGovern, Fulbright, and . ,
Nam was important enough to |Stuart Symington of Missouri—| o o ' .
justify the commitment of half | on the attack, ‘ . )
a million American troops, then| *In spite of the painful 1cs-
in this view how many more; sons of Viet Nam, we are going
‘could justifiably be committed | down the same road in Laos,
to Laos, which is one of the|and we are doing it in secret,”
few worse places than Viet|McGovern said.
Nam to fight a war?”’ | McGovern, one of the carliest
May Have to Decide | Senate °‘;ﬁ%5 of éhes tVéct X\Ilzam;
. . . |war, sai nite ates B-52
"rln{:y sasfonmia‘gmtgl gzzlgz and tactical bombing raids over
whether to go all the way ia Laos “are comparable to or
greater than the raids over

Laos—that is, to make it an- ol :
other Viet Nam—or to get out.” I:x"t'h Viet Namat then" beavi-

Aiken was asked after a com-
mittee hearing on United States
military aid prosram In Viet
Nam if he thought Laos might .

‘become a new Viet Nam, His o
reply: “No.” : !

“it it did,” Alken told re- o
porters, “it would create such . '
an uphcaval in - this country”

‘that any good resulting from a

fir aiesrstand yould 0700
,&“ﬁo’r_“‘ﬁ’e‘l’g se 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2
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forces for peace in Vietnam “will enter Into  tho U.8,, further reduce the level of military  Jowed by only 2 days the far-reaching
$nalks to set up a provistonal conlition gov-  actlvity and returm all American POW's, " message of President Nixon on the cn-

erhment. . . ."* Scemingly Hanol expects the Prosident Nixon last May said: “If North -
latter to happen; it does not have to be ne-  Vietnam wants to Insist that it has no tre subjcct.ol the cnvlrommcnt..'Sccre'
tary Hardin’s response to the Presldent's
gotlated at Parls. forces In South Vietnam, we will no longer to o
What might sl this mean? debato tho polnt—provided that lts forces Challenge to all of us to summon “our
1, For the first time Hanol has told us how  cease to be there, and that we have rellable - €nergy, our ingenuity, and our con-
1o micet the “total and unconditional with=  assurance that they will not return.” science In a cause as fundamental as life
drawal” requirement—by announcing 1t But, while asking questions about somo. itsclf” was directly to the point.
. publicly, of Hanol's shifts of position, the Nixon Ad- Both the American farmer and the

2. Tho key to the announcement is the ministration has refused to make any new { riculture have
certainty that by a specificd date all of our U.S. Department of Ag

proposals, It insists that it hos already made -
troops will be withdrawn. - &0 many condessions that the next offer beeinhenga{;eﬁl foa deczaedis olunr ;;ga‘ﬁg;:gf
3. While Hanol says slx months, this conld must come from the other side. which enrich and proiec

be read as A bargaining gambit. Xusn Thuy If Mr. Gelb ¥ right, North Vietnam hns ment. ,
eald that the U.S, “must accept the principle  now conceded soveral points. The return Since the dust bowl days of the 1830's,
S¢ withdrawal, then put it into practice,” snd  of Politburo momber Lo Due Tho to Parls Sccretnry Hardin pointed out, more than
_that some U.8. forces could remain in South  from Hanol Friday makes thla s strategio two million individusl farmers, ranche-
Vietnam even as late ns the elections to B8  pmoment to attempt to revitalize the nego- ers, communities and other land users
conducted by the provislonal coalltion gov= tiations, Hanoi's reaction to the Gelb pro- hm;e voluntnril:} signed  cooperative
ernnient, osnl, if it wore now advanced in Parls,

. P 1
4. Hanol's "total and unconditional” phrase -would quickly reveal h agreements to put conservation plans
remains, ralsing the question ns to what We__dgne, quickly ‘re el whether th“, cnn e into effect—plans that involve three-
might get in return for our withdrawal . . quarters of a billion acres of land.

nouncement, Hanot backed away from tljs - Yet, as the Seccretary correctly ob-
same phrase bm ‘gcmbg. 1(1)68. Wltle(!; mg THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE UNITED served, new technology has presented
?cﬁrcm?onth:hatont]hen%ove‘;:?negzce& eBoum STATES IN LAOS new problems affecting environmental
Vietnam be seated in Paris along with the Mr. PELL. Mr. President, the time for ;luanit}’- :i{e Clt(;ld the D6pgrtments de-
National Liberation Front as part of & your- eandor about the deepening involvement ermination to help solve these problems

side-our-side arrangement. We also assumed _ and outlined the policy objectives it is
and had reason to belleve that Hanoi under- of the United States in Laos has ob

Bnd B R monld “not take ndvantage” of Viously arrived. The American people - following to reach early solutions.

our bombing cessation by shelling major have a right to a public accounting from I belicve the Secretary’s speech merits

Sitles and by abusing the DMZ. To a degree, the administration, They have & right to the attentlon of all who are concerned

_ Hanol has lived up to our assumption of “no  an official explanation of what we are With the agricultural aspects of envi-

sdvantage.” doing there and why. They have a right ronmental quality and I ask unanimous

This past experience 1s suggestive of what o know what the intentions of the ad- _consent that it be placed in the RECORD.

we could ask from Hanol now. Politically, we . There belng no objection, the state-
might extract the condition that Hanol snd ministration are. They have s right to. \

L e w6 to talk with the Govern- know what the actual military situation ™ment was ordered to be printed in the

. RECORD, as fol :
ment of Vietham about political settlement. in Laos is. * lows
Militarily, we could give Hanol to understand Certainly there have been some nlarm-  APDRESS BY SXCRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
that we expect its forces in the South to be Ing reports in the press. We are told that Crirrorp M. HARDIN

reduced accordingly, the level of military hundreds of American warplanes are It may be concldence that we are mecting
activity to decline, and require the return of

A o DOW's providing direct air support to p guet- O{twAbtx;:\hmgt Lincoln's birthday—but it ls
! . - rilla army raised and financed by the ,altogother fitting and proper. The Admin-
This proposal s not Incomsistent with CIA Th?'s is all taking place il'i, an istration of our sixteenth President left sig-
President Nixon's speech of May: “Peace on . ‘] £ mil Jnificant marks on agriculture—for it was
paper 1s not as important ns peace in fact.” around the Plain of Jars, scores of mIes™. ;0,0 "those years that three lasting pieces
We should not consider the Parls pence from the so-called Ho Chi Minh Trail o, legislation came into being—the Morrill
talks & rorgotu;)x; chlapteg ?f the lv:n;. tPres:-- where our hombing raids are said to be Aqt providing for the Land-Grant Colleges
dent Nixon's objective of free self-determl= pecessary to hinder North Vietnamese y
e amd. Hanol's objective of full 7.8, y and Universities, the Act creating the United

infiltration in South Vietnam. " Btates Department of Agriculture, and the
withdrawal are not "‘“"’““‘xg'sf":“;{s“gﬁm_ "I need not remind the Senate that our. Homestead Act. Together they set the pate
ALEXANDRIA, V., January 22, 1970, present tragic and scemingly endless in- tern for American agriculture. The Home-

(NoTE.—The writer, former Acting Deputy volvement in South Vietnam began with - stead Act resulted in the settling of half a

. Aselatant Becretary of Defense for Pollcy - Intervention on a somewhat smaller scale continent and placed the management of our

Planning and Arms Control, worked on the than now secms to be the case in Laos. ‘basic soil and water resources In the hands
Paris negotiations.) : . One clear lesson we should have drawn °t;32§ﬁ%dgggt$?ﬂ‘ggg;m“£;e“ and 1t
- from Vietnam is that an increase in our prought exploitation, The century began with

[From the.New York Times, Feb. 1, 1070) own involvement leads inevitably to & n patent for the first cast iron plow; it ended
/ ~ Pamis PEACE OPENING similar increase by the other side. What with the invention of the gasoline engine
*A high Per(tagon official of the Johnson will we do then? and the automobdile.

a..d early Nixon gdminlstratllo:zs. who wc;lr'::etd' " We must ask ourselves just how vital l‘teTOdﬂy we are very much aware that our
on the secret Paris negotin jons on et- chnological advances which have done a0
o helieves the North Vietnamese may now o G080 interests in Laos and how much

much for us and for the world also are ser-

£v  trying to tell the United Btntes how to ’tn lives and ?lwney w‘? are willing to pay fously offending and polluting our snviron.

break the deadlock in the peace talka, ~ to preserve them. Bub wo CONNOL ANSWEr' 1 ont The atnrm has beon srounded, and Just

The shift In Hanot's ponition described tn heso questions so long as tho pertinent 4o gay boforo yesterday, Ireskdont Nixon
toduy's lotter to the editor from Leallo H. facts are kept behind a shicld of officinl

gont, to tho Congress a comprehensive 37«
Gelly, former Acting Depuly Anntainnt Heere-  pecrecy. point propram, embracing 23 mnjor leglsla-

tary of Defenno for Policy Planning and Anns In short, Mr, President, the public and  tive proposnis and 14 new measurea boing
Control, seems to provide an opportunity for

rder.

e e e e 1n 1003 to get the ne. Of administration policy. In view of the rising public concern and

gotlau?’ns 810“25 1:1 tt;w 31-5&0 rgag:.gr.ldflm " g against the backdrop of the Presldent’s new
suggestion.is that the Un ates info OLE OF AGRICULTURE IN IM o - initiatives, 1t s imperative that those of us
Hanol and Moscow privately that it will pube R ING gHEcENVIRONMEN'F ROV with agricultural responsibilities re-think
licly announce a terminal dats for withe | . and ro-anssess the speclal role of agriculture.
drawal of all its troops If it can also an- - Mpr, MILLER. Mr, President, Becretary , As the President sald in his message, "The

1y nc ubli men ken by administrative aotion or Executive -
the United States to employ again a device the Scnate badly nced a b c state ef’ﬁ y

nouncé that 1t assumes and has renson to - “figh inst polluti h .
belleve the other side will comply with two of Agriculture Cliftord M. Hardin, ad B P e most part, the

dressing the fonn senrch for villains. For the most part, the
conditions, These are: first that {lnnol and in Des l‘\;liolncs ?r?tl“%brlmfs? l'll;l Jﬁgﬂ‘,‘:ﬂ damage dono to our environment has not
the Natlonnl Liberation T'ront will' promptly the important role of “gﬂcmth“ in ime boon the work of ovil mon, nor hns it been
enter into nogotiations with the Salgon Qovs roving our envi t the inovitable by=-product eithor of advance
ernment for a political settiement and sec- P g our en r'onmcn 3 ing technology or of growing population. It
_ond, that North Vietnam will withdraw ite = The - Secretary’s significant address results not so much from choices made, &s
forces from the South at the same raie as “Wsa particularly timely in that it fol= from cholces neglected; not from malign in-
LY
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Fd Pulliam, a retlree, who hasn't “stepped
out of the house” since his only son, Eddle,
wns killed Jan, 11, during f night sweep by
the Viet Cong, mourns the "extra sorrow in
this Hitle community.”

The dend soldier's mother was near col-
lapse Monday.

“We Just got the last letter fromn rny son
today,” she spid in o quavering volce,

They were pleased that Rep. V. II. Odom,
A Democrat from Wagoner, is ealling heavy
war losses from Coweln to the aticention of
Oklahoma's congressional delegation “to sco
1f something can be done™ about the dis-
proporilonale number of Victnam casunltics
from the town.

Seven young Cowetans have been killed’
there—three from the high school class of
1067. Two members of that class were killed
in the past 60 days.

The dead are Frankie Faught, Dallng Per-
ryman, Billly Carver, Grover Doston, Phillip
Sanders, Donnld Sloat and Iulliam,

Jerry Zachary, junior high principal and

" high school counsclor, snid there were 37
boys in the class of '67. Fourteen members

of the clnss went to Vietnam, 11 of them
survive.

In writing to Senators Fred Harris and - Iiberate decelt In that reply, It ignores the+ fcan bombing of the Plain of Jars enabled

Henry Bellmon and Rep. Ed Edmondson,
Odom sald:

“Surely this small community has nlrendy
glven more than 1its share of these fine young
men in this conflict, The people there think
these men should bo scattered out In some
other branch of service with the possiblliity

,of losing fewer in the future.”

Odom became Interested in Coweta's easue .
alty price, Zachary sald when Bob Hatfield,
father of one of the boys still in Vietnem,
calied on him to sce if something couldn't
be done,

“He came to school and wanted a lst of
those still there to sce if they couldn't be

scattercd out because they were all In a

bunch,” Zachary sald.
It is possible that Broken Arrow may want
to make a simlilar request. In December .

, Broken Arrow unveiled & momorial to seven

. Jr,

-

native sons lost in Vietnam. Its population
is 12,200.

Honored by a granite marker in Broken
Arrow are Sammy Jones Jr., Walter C, Black,
James W. Pendergrass, John Robert
(Bud) Galner, Paul David Lucas, Gary Kelth
Barnett, and Kennecth Dean Rankin,

“I supposoe we've pald no higher price than
many others hove—40,000 other U.8. homes °
have been invaded,” Pulllnm ssid, “and yet
we hope 1t 18 possible to do something about
the wanton loss of life.

. and-Americnn alrcraft,

“I guess it (Cowetn) has one of the highest

casualty lists, It Is terrible in one small town,
I know it s terrible when you lose an only

son—one you've bullt your world around,” *

Pulliam sald.

“Every time we turn around we hecome
more aware of it (the war loss),” Zachnry
said. About a weck after Pulllam wag Killed

word came of tho death of Donald Sloat.

Beveral wecks before Pulliam died in the VO
attack Cowetans learned of tho death of 8gt,
Philltp B, Sunders, All threo young men had
been in the class of ‘67,

Slont stepped on n land mino, Sanders, fire$
reported missing in action in May, died with=
out ever sceing his 6-month-old. daughter,

LAOS

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that a statement I
made today before the National News-
paper Assoclation be printed at this point
in the Recorp followed by an editorial,

- “And Now Laos,” which appeared in tho

March 7, 1970, issue of the
publican,

“

New Re-

Approved For Reléaéé

Cin Loaos? Whnt s the reason for out involve=’

-militarily in Laos,

That explanation shonld have come iong
apo, I demnand 1t now, Given an honent state.
ment of what wo are doing, 1 helieve the
Amerlean peoplte will detnand that we stop
wasting the blood and treasure of this great
country In another hopeless military opera-
tlon in the jungles of Asin,

There belng no objection, the state-
ment and editorial were ordered to be
printed in the Recorp, as follows:

Tug Secrer Wanr IN Laos

(Statement by Senntor Gronur MCGOVERN)

I chnrgo again today that the Nixon Ad-
ministration 15 misleading the American I firmly belicve we arc at war in-Laos on a
people in waging n secret war in Laos. dangerous scnlc.] Let the President tell us
. We are flirting dangerously with a new that and tcll ua'why and then let the Con-
Vietnom. gress and the American penple make a judg-

The Administration is violating tho Geneva

interfering militarily in Laos or call it off, but for God's sake and
fﬁtli{'\e;;‘?m of 1062 by € y for the sake of our children and our troubled

In addition to providing military and CIA nation let us not drift into another Vietnam
ground personnel, wo are sending Amerlican - Without even knowing what we are doing.
-bombers agalnst Laos at o rate of 600 mils- * o
slons n day. I was on dally operations as a
pilot in World War II over somo of the most AND Now Laoas
strategle targets in Europe with bomb loads The funecral urns that give the Plain of
that did not nppronch what we are now Jars its name is a somber reminder that
dropping on little Lnos, American military entrapment In Lans 13 Just

Secrctary of Defense Lalrd speaking for - what we don't neced, especlally when the
tho Nixon Administration has replied to my Adminlstration 8 patently falling to disen-
bastc contention by cleverly denying that we  fiape at reasonable speed from Vietnam. For
have increased the number of military and /months now, US planes including B-523 have
CIA personnel on the ground. been laylng thick carpects of explosives on

The Nixon Administration 1s guilty of de- eastern Laos. In September, very heavy Amer«

[From the New Republic, Mar. 7, 1970}

fact that we are using B-52s and tactleal
bhombers to blast not only the tralls in cast-
orn Lnos but tho Northeastern section of

Laotian government forces to capture areas
the Pathet Lono had held for six or meven
ycars, On February 18, unnamed officials In
Lnos nround the Plaine des Jarres. ‘Washington were nssuring reporters that the

Furthermore, the Administration should Intensive bombing-—the current rate is over
explain why we have ground personnel op- . 16,000 tons monthly—had “substantially im-

erating In conjunctlon with tho Lnotlan , proved” the military situation of the Laotian

army. They should explain why we are vio- government. Almost immediately, the Laotlan
lating the Geneva commlitment of 1962. They government troops had to fall back and the
should explain why we are participating in Plain scems to have been lost agaln to the
another Vietnam-type involvement. Pathet Lao and their North Vietnamese allies.

I was astounded to learn from the Chair- This country has lost at least 100 alrcraft
man of the Bcnate Forelgn Relations Com-
mittee that Administration witnesses have Lnotlan government troops are unable to pre-
told hls committeo that our policymakers are. vent the Pathet Lao and the North Viet-
now more concerned about holding the line, namese from rceapturing the Plaln of Jars;
in Laos than in Vietnam, they. lost control of it in Bcptember only

Are we about to sacrifice more young because the sudden American alr pssault
Americans in another war in Southeast Asin?  took them off guard, Since at lenst 1964, the
Have we learned nothing from the long years two sides in the Laotian civil war have ane
of bloodshed and blunders in Vietnam? nually gained a lttle ground on the Plain

I contend that the Administration is cover« and lost a little ground, see-saw fashlon,
ing up the facts of o bloody military opera= without the overall position changing. (The
tion in Laos that has alrendy secretly cost clvil war itselif has been going on for 20
the lives of scores of American bombing crews years.) But there was never any doubt that
if they wished, the 40,000 North Viectnamese
who pre illcgally in Lnos could procecd on
from the Plain to conquer the whole coun-

The Administration is violating A‘-tlcle 1,
Bectlon 8 of the Constitution which places
in the Congress the power to declare war, try. They did not choose to, for their real

The Administration is decelving the Amerls interest and the reason for thelr presence ls
cnn people nnd thelr elected representatives not to overrun the country and toss out the
in the Congress., The Administration 18 be- royal Laotian government, it is to protect
traying our international commitment in the network of tralls In eastern Laos by
waging n secret war after pledging with other which North Vietnam supplies and replen-
nations in 1962 that we would not intervene
fated American attempt to make the Laotlan

I demand as e citizen and as & Senator of government n present of the Plain has no
the United States that the President inform . relevance to the Ho Chi Minh trails, which
the Congrecss and the Natlon what we 8ré enter Laos from North Vietnam southeast
doing in Laos, of it. Our forces have nevertheless jumped

I nm convinced that any kind of American * into tho thick of the Laotian fighting. Amer-
military involvement in Laos, as In Vieinam, jean military “Instructors” In commanid of
is a drendful mistake, : American-nrmed Mceo tribeamen have been

But tho primary questions aro theno: thrown In on the sldo of the Laotinn governs«

To what extent aro we iuvolved miliarily  ment troops, nieinst the Pathet Lo and the
North Vietnamese. All this 18 taking place
under a thick cloud of ofliclal stience or dis-
claimoers, In an anguished letter to Senator

ment and why have tho Congress and tho
American people not had this information

- glven to then? For seven years I have done Frank Church, an alr.force pilot in Laos
my best to stop tho war in Vietnam. I am “wrote: “Why Is it, Scnator, that the Ameri- .

terribly distressed that that war drags on.” can public is not permitted to know what's
But what I cannot tolerate and will not going on In Laos, nnd the extent of American
tolerate s the thought that we would even ' gacrifice there? American planes are loat
consider going down this same bloody path . agvery day [and] dozens of our airmen are
again in still another Southeast Asian nation. - killed or missing each wecok. Yot not a word

I refuse to accept this prospect, and I want to our people.” The young mah protested
the Administration to know that I will con= thot his comrades were dying In “a futile,
tinue to protest with all my atrength until hopoless and nomoless contest.” Last week,
.the Prosident either fully and satisfactorily American ocorrespondents in Laop attempted
explains the wer. in Laos or fully ends it . nqmmchmm.myw
f; | (T v._ L] '.‘.‘l ‘ D ~,...'.g:-’: _) , »} ..._. .‘| . '. ' i X .
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ment a8 to whether we want to declare war - .

pnd thelr air crews apparently for nothing. -

fshes its forces In South Vietnam. The ili- ~
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O IsSecret
: * B-32 Bombings - '
LY ) 'ﬁ ' . ; Lo . ' '
: :/v “n fNE hed o The olficials also admit, in- . i
\l ahﬁ L\@i‘\u +- privale, that U.S. B-52 bombers - o Tt ) .
o7 ? have been attacking North Viet- - o ' '
-t 1 flm .}' ~namese and Pathet Lao forces
T@&SA bi@ o ; on the Plain of*Jars. There also

ihave been repeated bombing

i f ‘e . ) ! . :
1 -sorties cariied out by smaller.. . L . |
. ?Uth V‘{ary OF .planes in support of the CIA .« e, bl din |
. ‘No-Viet Claim . “army” and the Royal Laotian ; L WMo adoe
Willi Gl forces. . . D e
, ('335 mz,l:? ’T’,‘,Jf,f,i‘;',,‘.ﬁf,‘;:, i Administration  olficials are L o : N
Darly News Service) ‘well aware [hat  press  dis-

- WASHINGTON, D.C. — The' patches from™ Laos reporting "
admiiistration is deeply trou- the stepped-dp  bonibing raids:
bled over the credibility prob- and the CIA activitics have .
lem that has arisen from ils' heightened the American pubd
clandestine military operations lic’s fears and suspicions.
in Laos. . ,
It is mow wrestling with a ; :
; / . Secretary Melvin R, Laird
l , " st in public. The
\/gafter the American public’s| 5V¢ answers i public ¢

through Laos as a main route
| for sending iroops and sup-
{ ‘plies to South Vietnam.

The United States publicly:
admits it-has been bombing thej
trail to slow up the infiltration., )
It also hak becn secretly pro- - R

“ese use the Ho Chi Minh Trail .;
q

Oflicially, however, Defense

: ; reason is thaf if the adminis-
painful memories of the Bay of| ;. : . hat it was
Pigs and Vietnam, to conduct a tration admitled wh W

war in sccref,

Oificials  insist brivately
- that the policy being followed
in Laos will no¢ prodiice “ans
other Vietnam,” They say the

mined this will' not happen
that it would not send U.S,

administration s so detere .

doing, it would be an admis-
sion that it was violating the
1962 Geneva accord.

1t could peint out that it was

only doing thls because tho |

Communists also are doing It
and, in fact, had been the first

ito" violate the accord. It has

{ viding military help to the Roy-:
al Laotian forces to try to
jmake sure that a government
friendly to the Unitod States
‘| remalng in pawer, :

that the Americans killed in ac-
tion — mainly Air Force pilots
— and the number of Ameri-

The officlals insist, however, '

l-avoided any such -admissions,- s ; : | :
combat troops into Laos even |powevor fO);- fear it might re. -|Cans involved in leadership po- .
it Communist forces were Tsult in a very difficult diplo- -1 sitions, as military advisers | /o
about o overrun the coantry. | matie situation: - - and QIA agents, is very small.

But it's difficalt to con\vince ~Jt could, conceivably, force | Political Storm b
‘the American public of this jnithe Soviet Union to intervene ' The officials appear to feel f
view of some of the things now/and also open the way for ithat some of the critical sena-|
going on there. Hanoi and other countries, who itors are only raising a storm |

Officials do not deny, in-pri.-Signed the Geneva accord, to "apout Laos for political pur-
J vafe,- that -the Ceniral 1n-;b“"g pressures. - Doses. 'Ijl;:y credit othqt:. lzmtv

telligence Apenc C oner.; : -ever, with -a sincere intent to

l ¢ sency Lm“‘“w"' K The I:Jc: i(:rf:cgmgfates has ' Keep the United States out of
'stepped up the borbing of ene- anOther Vietnam-type war. |
-my forces on the Plain of Jars =~ The officials say that if a
' ‘tbecause, officials say, ther clean breast coul.d be made
ales ‘two air lines in Laos.{North Viethamese are  con. ©f the U.S. operation in Laos,
These are used 1o supply an! ducting an offensive with 50,000 | the public would be im-
rarmy of Meo (ribesmen orgau-; traops and some heavy equip- .Pressed by the small number

| News Analysis

_ ‘ized, financed and directed byi{ment. This is 15,000 more of personnel involved, '
: 'CIA agents. y \A,troops than they had 'in the = A debate ‘in the adminis-} ’
. +They contend, however, that \rountry before. o :tration now is whether it would . g
‘U.8. Ambassador George M., /\.’ The officials note that the i not be possible to tell the public
Godley is in firm control of the: United States is active in Laos * morc of what is going on rather
situation. The State Dcpartmenti only because of its impor- Q'th,an‘ risk a decpening of the
- is kept fully informed, they. tance in relation to South \-,c_r_edxb;lhty gap with all the po-
3 .say, and there is no danger of ' Vietnam. The North Vietnam- - flitical implications it involves, _
a the CIA blundering into anotherl SR Y i L L (ooeviontamme) = o o
O Bay of Pigs fiasco.- B DR TR Y- . ! L T P
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i Having intervened i in thnam at a temble
cost of their young men’s blood, the American:
people watch uneasily as part of the secrecy
- | that. conceals the American role in nearby Laos:
3 13 torn away. ;
“ Only.glimpses of the American commitment
in-Laos have reached the publie, Just enoug'h to
create widespread wariness and SUSDICI'OII about,
hwhat is happening there. S
-The few American correspondents Who have; e
" been able to. get near the combat areas of Laos | . .
have sent back reports of activities by the Cen-- e
tral Intelligence Agency that go beyond the role: \/
in whlch most people envisage '
The CIA is running a civilian airline in Laos’ i
called. Air America, with which it supports an }
; army of Laotian irregulars. According to eye-:
: witness reports, the line uses C-123 and Canbou_‘
¢ transport planes “borrowed” from the U.S. Air'}' = -
i Force. Their Air Force markings have beenij -....-:-ioo -
. painted over. : _
™ Correspondents have been forbidden to visit
' gecret bages, .but have sent back reports that
Amerieans. in -civilian clothes, including former*
Green Berets, -seem. to be sharmg' in 'the fight-1{

Mxhtary and other governmental spokes-.;'
rmen in Washington sidestep questions about’
these reports. President Nixon, like Presidents
- Johnson and Kennedy before him, is saymg as '
' little a8 possible about Laos. -
*The Laotian fighting is tjed to the Vletnam
; war, because the North Vietnamese in combplete 3
. disregard for Laotian sovereignty bring supplies i
. to'the Vletnamese front down the Ho Chi Minh -
I trail. American air power attacks that supply::
. line, as a protection for U.S, and South Vlet-j;
i mamese troops, That role is openly admitted and i
- easily justified: 3
£~ 'But how much more are we doing?" How"
far is our government ready to go in support of J
the Laotian government? A commitment to use |
American forces in defense of Laos if the North' ‘
‘Vietnamese: chose to attempt conquest of that i
)

country would draw bitter opposition here.’
! - The American people are entitled to a frank }
report.. Until they receive it, they understandg-=-'

S

| bl look upon, niews from Laos with dxstrqst 4

L SEPENS SRR .JA...A e i mstia 505
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' Rogers Gives This Assuranc
of Forcign Relations Committee,

U.S. Buildup m

© Y DON IRWIN
Times sun Writer

WAETINGTON — Secvetary -of

State William . Rogers has prom-

“ jsed the.Senate Toreign Relations

.
1

¥

Committee that it will be consultq(l

Fulbright, the committee chiaire
man, said Rogers gave {he assurunce
at a two-hour secret gession on the
Lantian situation Tuesday. . . .

Fulbright. termed the meeting
satisfactory. Tle now feels the Seil-
ate. will not be asked to alfirm any
grave new decision on Liaos—which
some senators have ~warned can
become "another Vietnam"—-under

hasty pressure like that in which it
passed the 1964 Tonkin Gulf Resolu-
‘. {jon enabling the unchecked escala-
* tion of the Vietnam war. .

1 Qpportunity for Discussion |

© wThe main thrust of the seerctary's
testimony,” Fulbright - sald, "was

. that before anything is done in the

way of escalation of ‘our involve-
ment, we in’the Senate will be

~advised and have an opportunity to
~ discuss it." ' o

The session grew out of mounting
concern in the committee and

elsewhere in. Congress. about the
“scope and implications of the still-

secret U.S. involvement in the war

o against North Vietnamese {roops

e ' .
A ,‘~£}\,;_,,fppro'ved For Relegse 2001

’

that have invaded Laos and occu-
ied the strategic Plain of Jars. |
‘Doth the White Iouse and the
State Department were noncoimmit-
tal Wednesday when asked for
comment on widespread = reports
that a top - level Administration

The official answer in both places
lable "at this time.”

The qustion .of what cén"'be‘.sald
officially on' Laos is known ‘to be

e

’ .

LOS Ao
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~|Senators to Be Advised of Any’

Laos—Fulbright.

wnde

¢ During Secret Session| Rk
Chairman Reports © /%"

)

r urgent review, The Adminjs-

tration appeared to he caught in a

wrqueeze be

_sure for an autho
* in advance about any - iucrease M r
i 7.8, involvement in 1.acs, Sen.
“william  Tulbright (D-Ark.) *sald
* \Wednesday. ' . ‘

1

v

J.. 'desire to r
mancuyer in

'
ot

tween the mounting pres
for ritative statement
on .S, involvement in Laos and a
etain freedom of
a fluid situation that is -

jnextricably linked with 2% 1o the 1 . ,
" the US. effort in neigo- | out, Is the lack of £o0F
| poring Vietnam.

“i* “There ave strong indica-
" tions in Washington that
" the Administration

'_-‘hitelligen'ge in  Washing-
+ton on the intentions of
. the North Vietnamese for-

has - ces in Laos, officials say.

linked the fate of Laos to , The degree of US. in-
* the outcome of the war in { volvemen would be af-

" Sout
Chi Min
Notth

| supply their for

h Vietnam., The Ho
h Trail which the
“ietnamese use to
ces in the
h east-

south runs

- ern Laos an

" fected if the estimated
' 50,000 North Vietnamese
troops in Laos werc o

present lines.

. d the United - Beyond general confir-
. States has been bombing mation of reports of inten- !
that area for years.

| 'sive bombing operations |
Now, officials fear,

the . in support of Royal Laoti-
: collapse of the American- | an forces and bombing of .

backed neutralist govern- 'supply lines along the Ho
“Chi

ment in Laos might se- .C
riously €
can operations a
* trail.

bility
selves

¢ the way
pen for an escal

o
ctatement on Laotian policy is in the | é:;;r;??l?o\;gﬁogf'fei:;g{‘st aifé

making and will be issued shortly. iy . :
i Y 3' \s&rking‘hard t{) f:gd sombe.
was that no confirmation, was aval- i o splution to the prot

CAn imm

ated -,

Used by Critics

| 1t is arguecd that official
. admission of U.S. involve-
‘ment would be used by
.critics abroad to charge
U.S. violations of the 1962
accords on the neutiraliza-
tion of l.aos. '
U.S. officials are sensi-
tive to the possibilit that
“U.S. activitles cou d be
{ eonstrued as violations of
the 1962 accords, even

ediate factor af- | thoush they insist there

. _are no U.S. combat' forces
‘ fecting a decision to speak  on the

! ground in Laos and
! that North Vietnamese vi-

t plations. of th_e_“ggqprgh;. 1

i livuwn analles. . =
‘ .

\

IQ3IO4 : CIA-RDP80-Q1‘601'R000700050001-2

attempt to advance their

~Chi Minh Trail the Admi- |
ndanger Ameri- " nistration has followed the
gainst the !policy of secrecy about
’ ‘American actlvities in
. Laos Is considered so ' Laos which it inherited
closely tied with South - from its predecessors.
Vietnam -that the so-called
*Nixon Doctrine® through
which Asians are supposed
- to take primary responsi- .
for defending them-
¢s may not be applied,
~according to some sources.
That could leav

Cwete  edraer  gnga more | Y
“blatant, It s’ generally |

' recognized that the Royal | .

' Laotian army is advised | |
;and supported ¢landes- \5/
tinely by the Central Intel-
ligence Apency.

|, Restoration of the Gene-
‘va accords 1o insure the
:_:Llu;ﬂ neutralization of
) “territory which North
""" Yietnam hos used frenly 14

| seen by US. officials as an.
i important step toward

;- achicvement of peace In.
- Vietnam. To achicve this !

[

end, the Administration
i+ fecls It must support the -
i Royal Laotlan govcrn-'_
i, ment as the alternative to.
i a Communist takeover. — -
~ Rogers apparently dis-;
“ cussed that involvement
| in sufficient detail to ease .
: ,gome of the concern of

%.Scnate Mixjority Leader
4 Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.),

i a Forcign Relations Com-.
l mittee member.

‘ "] was very pleased with

| the free-wheeling discus- |
| ‘slon,” Mansficld said. "The '
' gecretary was quite re-
| gponsive, made a very
| gond Impression and

. think the mceting was

| yery worthwhile.” :
i  Rogers was invited to

‘ the Capitol, Fulbright

said, as the result of |

‘,—' conversations amemng

Toreign - Rclations Com-
| mittec members last Sa-

turday. Fulbright zaid he

relayed their concern
‘1 about Laos to Togers at &
-+ meeting on Monday and
' that the sccretary agreed

| g Gm—

| then to appear al Tuei-

i day's informal scssion. It
was kept secret at Rogers'
rcqucst—unm the fact of

_ the meeting was-discloze

Wednesday at® a :Stale

Dcpartment prew “orlefe

ing. [

S

i
t
L
t
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Q;EN. J. W. Fulbright's assertion-
») . that “high officials of the ad-

- ministration” have told members:
* " of his Ser.ate committee that *‘Laos

is even more important than Viet-
nam,” is something that carries .
chilly foreboding. L

The little war next door to the

" . big one in Vietnam has been going
_on for years, but for the most part

it has been an exchange of skir-.

mishes between the troops of the

Royal .Lao government and the

. Communist-led Pathet Lao. -

S 2 BE _

Former Secretary of State Dean.

‘Rusk once referred to the Laotian

\conﬂict--"as,"-,“spooky,” and it has

> been that, involving as it does Cen- :
trists, fragmented neutralists,
rightists, - Communist guerrillas,

‘Meo’ tribesimen, North Vielnamese -

, ‘and ‘'mercenaries . paid by - the .

V' ' Americans—-or the CIA,. if one:-

imust be precise.; . T

. RAERN 5 “

| Laos s &’ laridiocked country,
i stretching along the two Vietnams

.and bordering.also. Red China, s,
"Burma, . ‘Thailand- and. . fouching
“Cambodia... In. that - sense it is:-
"strategic, especially since it opens
the way southward for infiltration.. .

by:-North 'Vietnam, - In_fact, the

. famed ' Ho Chi’ Minh- trail runs’ e . " .
1 .1y involved in the Laotian wac, and !

+ the American people.do not.really |

;down thro
ﬁViétna,m': S

'l "But’tlie} idea - of involving, U.S,
; troops ‘in  a”land war-there.. and’
 keeping , them ..supplied, was '.sb.
nightmatish that the late Preside
+Kennedy, ‘who' briefly ‘considered.
-it, dismissed it as impossible ; o
. Now,r.and"once " again, though,
Laos ‘has become ;a:hot-box with'

H Lao‘s'--‘andvf‘into‘ South ..
AL TR AR

rit.in Lags.as a kind, of flanking

~into,
thing: from the past::

7 know.

dry.. season: nthat part of -the |

sLao ; 3.8 1ot with':with the rainy season, the war in’
“North Vietnamese ‘evidently USing 41 zos will sink back info stalemate: '

- .
STATINTL - .

Forebodings:
rtant Laos

and'Pathel Lao (orces have bcenf‘_'
making substantial gains and the”

_reaction of military strategists in’?
“Saigon has been predictable. But,
_with Washington officialdom testi- -
- fying that Laos is even more im-

portant than Vietnam, Senator Ful- :

- bright doesn’t seem too far off the
. mark when he foresees an ominous

and dangerous time ahead. ‘
Secretary Laird vowed that

- President Nixon. would go to the -
“Congress if there was any change i
... contemplated in the U.S. role in

" Laos. That role obviously has been -

changed' already in recent weeks,

.and Mr. Nixon is still not speak-

ing about Laos. .

.. The whole thing sounds suspici-
. ously like the series of events that

led this country deep into the

-quicksand of Vietnam almost be-

{fore the public was aware of. what

’-was happening. .
7" surely the. Nixon administration, -

which by now is all teo familiar

~with the methods, the errors and

the  evasions- of the. Johnson ad-

" ministration in wading waist deep

Vietnam, ,has learned ‘some-

This country is already foo deep-

the extent of the involvement
as, of ‘today,. much: less what the
thinking in ;Washingtor! i3 .about

the days-aliead,; .. ™ T

There arg;still some weeks of the .

world before the rains turn the tér-
rain’ into, rivexs: of -mud.- Perhaps

B I3

hat~ prospect, . however,  hardly

i ' it fer N T : ~',41"»="«‘. Coe SEME L : i
‘maneuver to increaﬁ% .ggessure on *“Jystifies-a policy-of silence-on the *

ISouth Vietnam.:The

Approved B claee

+has been

Wi valida

POVIE RS S

4.part of the Nixon administration .|

L

¥/, Liye so; the Novth|Vieinasiose |/ that atcoft, landlocked, colinfry 5
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: U;u../;\ @b} - fThey also admit, In private, |
: ~ {hat our B-52 bombers have ' . o ‘
| peen attacking North Viet- . . : v
namese ' and Pathet Lao. ' . . ‘

forces on the Plain of Jars.
“There also have been' re-
peated pombing sorties car-
rled out by smaller planes in |
support of the CIA *army” |
and the Royal T.aotian forces.

Dy WILLIAM MeGATFIN
WASHINGTON (CDN) -—
- The Administration is decp-
. Iy troubled over the credibil-
. ity problem that has arisen
: from the clandestine military
. operatlons it is conducting
; in Laos.

U

© It is now wrestling with a |  They are “c’;“'" aware that ' - . ' ' ’
' dilemma. A key element is press dispatches from Laos ' IR —
‘bombing ralds and the CTA e , )

the Amerian public's painful

memories of the Bay of Pigs

 Avhether it Is feasible, after reporting the stepped-up
} activities have heightencd

the Amcrican public's fears

TN »-and Vietnam, to coniuct a { .
- " war in secret. and suspicions. R ‘ Co : : :
- Officials insist prival nly Officially, however, De-. . . C .
[ that the policy being follow-. fense Secretary Laird and . ' : "
« ed in Laos will not produce. others have given evasive : . T :
., wanother Vietnam.” They say!, answers in public. The rea- ¢ . ' ‘ L
! that the Administration is go.| son s that. if the Adminis- o ' -
. determined this will not hap- . tration admitted what it was | '
, pen that it would not sond - doing, it would be an admis- .
iU S combat troops into} sion that it was violating the oLl
: Laos even if the Communist | 1962 Geneva accord. i . il e
forese were about to overrun It could pOh’lt out that lt‘ ) BRI R

. the country. It's difficult to | Was only doing this because | R S R U

: convine the American public | the Communists were 2is0 | o e

. of this in view of some of “doing it and, in fact, had b T

“ ¢he things now golng on, becn the first to violate the o SR
there. - accord. It has avoided any'.

They do not deny, in priv- such admissions, however; "IL ' . ,' TR
|

= ate, that the CIA operates | for fear it might result ina

' two alr NHEE i TAos. These\ very difficult diplomatic sit-"
of Mco tribesmen organized, 4
! financed and directed hy CIA S

" agents. '

»  They contend, however, i}

{ that U. 8. Ambassador G. 1 .

¢ McMurtrie Godley is in firm .
control of the situation. The i

‘State Dept. is kept fully in- iy
fomed, they say, and there |
‘13 no danger of the CIA blun- !
dering into another Bay of : -
Pigs fiasco. . !
But they know it is hard’
to convince the American e
. publio of this. - . . o : o

" arc used to supply an army \_u_aﬂol_l-_,_,l' o s e

R _ 7 , :
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By TOM WICKER

WASHINGTON March 4—
While watching the television
- film from Loas, if you sense

- that this is where you came

*~in back about 1961, you may
_be right. The Nixon Adminis-
tration appears to be involved
_in the same old game of lethal ’

AP

' leapfrog that carried first the
- Kennedy and then the Johnson

.- Administrations inexorably into
- war in Vietnam.

;accords on Laos, there was a

&

‘rium in that remote and moun-
tainous kingdom, although both -
the United States and North
. Vietnam were in constant viola-

- mercenaries supplied and or-

: ganized by the C.ILA) on the -
% -scene, Until last summer, they

[}

t+ mostly countered one another; -

but then the North Vietnamese

+ began what seemed to the

-

& Now in this world one omi- '

i Nixon Administration an omi-
2y nous buxldup

‘2 nous buildup begets another, .
. because the faith of statesmen
is always placed. no matter how"
mindlessly, in what they in--
-evitably: call "positions of |
strength” In- -this

army of Gen. Vang Pao’struck "

Following the 1962 Geneva

- long period of relative equilib-

: hon of the accords by keeping .
andestine mxhtary forces {(in-
,- he American - case, mostly

}
1
E instance..".\
E the C.I.A.-organized mefcenary '

" back, scored surprising suc-

cesses, and in avhat now can'

* be scen as an excess of zeal
- occupicd the Plaine des Jarres.
Given the differences in the
American and North Vietnarhese
positions in Laos—theirs s
relatively open, at the end of
short supply lines, well-supplied
with manpower in familiar
country—and since Laos has a
i~ direct geographical relationship
to North Vietnamese sccurity,
it was only a matter of time
* before Hanol struck back, which
its forces now have done. But
it that were all, nobody herg
* would be greatly exercised.

A Further Threat

Tn fact, however, -when Gen.
Vang Pao stuck his meck out

last year, it was Mr, Nixon’s

chm that was left exposed. Not
only was Hanoi almost certain
to recapture the plain; with
combat activity reduced to a
jow level in South Vietnam and
Mr. Nixon's domestic position
v improved by his troop-with-
drawal policy, Hanol was given
a splendid chance to counter,.
What its Laotian offensive
" threatens as a result, it is

feared here, is a move beyond

' the Plaine des Jarres, perhaps
;, even to the border of Thailand,

the uneasy 4 equihbri

'ing ‘q Pﬂo}} illl‘

AW

it that proves 1o be the case, .

o‘pre\m.il- o

. InThe Nation: Waist-Deep in the Little Muddy

ade will be completely upsct, .
and the net effect in Southeast .

-Asia and the United States will
be approximately the same as.

if Hanoi were to faunch in

South Vietnam another offen- -

sive of the magnitude and ef-
fect of the 1968 Tet campaign.

There is no good place to
stop playing lethal leapfrog,

.once the game is hegun, but

Mr. Nixon’s abnhty to strike
back in Laos is limited. He is.
alrcady using B-52 raids with- -

‘out much success, and he would

be inhibited from putting in’,
American ground forces both -

- by specific Congressional en--

actments and by public opinion.

. "He might well feel he had to
. maintain

his “position of"
strenpth” by striking back in
South Vietnam—or, if he suc-:.
cumbs to the deceptive charms '}
of air power, directly against

-North Vietnam.

In either: case, there would

'be considerable risk of arous-

ing the quiescent American can a President appeal to Amer-

antiwar movement, which Mr.

‘Nixon succeeded so well in
.damping’ last Nov. 3, What

would follow such an arousal? »
As inevitably as the night the
Jday, another strong appeal to

‘the patriotic tendency of Amer-
fcans to 'support the President -

and the flag, together with dire

warnings that pmtest and dis- 1 stren
oy gy \-’etﬁ»phy Liw ot aqmmm 0‘( d

frosyey oty S AR DRy

Laces wivdk

Hanol hy encouraging "the‘ '1
encmy” to fight on.

Mr. Nixon did' not create thls
situation; he inherited the Laos ®
position from previous Admin-
istrations, and it is cntrcly pos- !
sible that Gen, Vang Pao’s un-;
wise offensive Jast year wcntf
heyond what Washington .in-'®
.tended. But that only tends £o !
show the extent to which seri- -
ous matters in an over-extended
foreign policy can slip out of -
the control even of the Presi-
dent, both in the long run and"
Jin immediate tactical matters. ;

Lethal Leapfrog rI
The whole history of the
American involvement in Southv .
east Asia, moreover, suggests
-the futility of lethal leapfrog,.
-‘played at such long Tange,-on !
such disadvantageous ground,’!
“-with such tenuous pohticaﬂ

. support; anything we can’ do,’

- they can do better, or at 1cast‘
match.
And how many more hmcs

icans to support him blindly $0.°
: he can take unspecified action.
in pursuit of unstated interests?
Indeed, the most “aid and com-, -
fort to the enemy” may’, bo-
“given by those who resist m
negotiated settlement of give-:!
and-take in Southeast Asid and. -
rely instead on positions- of
and recurrent rounds
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- Panel U.S. Will Not Send
Ground Forces There

By RICHARD HALLORAN

PLEDGE BY ROGERS
OVASHEITD

He Is Said to Assure Senate

NEV_XORK TiiEs
Approved For Release 200 M¥jd#9 cia-RDP80-016

)

Special {0 The New York Times .

WASHINGTON, March 4 — Mr, Mansfield sald that “the
Secretary of State William P, Secretary was quite responsive,

Rogérs has met with the Sen-

‘ate Forcign Relations Commit-
\/ tee and reportedly assured it

that no American ground forces
lwould be sent to Laos.

The meeting, two hours long,
itook place yesterday and was
disclosed today by the Stats De-
‘partment. The department’s
-spokesman said in response to
questions that the session was
‘devoted almost exclusively to
Laos. He declined to give de-
tails. . .

Other sources disclosed th
assurance on troops and said
Mr. Rogers had also pledged
that the United States would
‘not become involved in a major
‘war in Laos. He conceded, how-
‘ever, that American’ air activ-
ity over Laos had been iIn-
crensed as the Communist-led
‘Pathet Lao rebels and’ their
‘North Vietnamese allies moved

STATINTL

The sources said that mem-|
bers had been demanding that'
made a very pood impressionithe  Administration disclose’
and 1 think the mecting was!more of the American involve.
worthwhile.® The Senator hasjment in Laos on the principle.
been a critic of the Adminis-|that such action should not be
tration's policy on Laos. undertaken without the consent;

Yesterday's meeting, hastily of Congress. This was seen as)
arranged by Mr. Fulbright and part of a prowing effort by
Mr. Rogers on Monday, re-|Congress to assert itself in the
flected an increasing concern|making of foreign policy.
with the Laotian problem here.| In addition, several of the
The director of Central Intelli-jSénators who have been out-
gcnce, Richard Helms, testific8fspoken will be up for re-elec-

efore the committee earlierjtion next fall. These include]
this week . : - |Senators Mansfield, Democrat

Administration sources saidjof Montana, Albert Gore, Dems -
today that the Administration]ocrat of Tennessee, and Stuart |
recognizes that President Nixon||Symington, Democrat of Mis<
could lose much of the public/lsouris .- r > Wif »0 s
support he has pgained from |~
his plang to withdraw from
South Vietnam if the situation
in Laos became critical, They
indicated that the Administra-
tion was considering moves to
publicize some of the American

N

4

o |
Lt ome

o
PRSPV T

involment there to head
off charges of misleading the
public. '

J

A‘Thc sources said, however,
that the Administration was]|

~ forward on the ground, the 1 1 )
st ons, Amy olhcal o
e, S W, i
: ~in Laos, ey said, - wo
‘man,"’said that. he had ‘been jeopardize efro¥ts to return to
“scared to death” by a senior the Geneva Accords of 1962,
‘Administration official’s con- Which provide for the neutrality

3 _jand independence of Laos.
tention that lLaos was more im "t the White House, Ronald

portant to the United Statesiy “7ieoier, the press secretary,
(than South Vietnam. - again declined to answer a se-
i ‘The Senator ., declined to|ries of questions on Laos.

name the official. State Depart-| Meanwhile, .  Congressional
ment sources sald that it was [sources indicated that some of
not Mr. Rogers. Senator Mike|the criticism_over Laos had

Mansficld, the majority leader, ‘,’,ﬁﬁ{,‘g lti;?r‘giﬂag’%t:‘é:f'ege’nﬁ::

said.today that he was pleasedifear of a wider warin southeast
with .the frea-wheeling discus-[[ASiR, ..} b tviiisadbibis mamiseisise
plon on Laoy with Mr. Rogers
Jresterday,. it i
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yvind now Laos /"

Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, head
" ol\_the House Armed’Services
- Committee and confidant of‘

|

_the military, has denied the U.S. | , :
is getting into a Vietn.am-like‘,_peope cannot and 'should not be |
' eommitment in Laos: “Anyone asked to support a policy which j

. who says, we are just doesn’t Kiv‘)lves the overriding issues of

James Reston reminded us)
the other day that Mr. Nixon, in }
his  notable November speech on ;.
Vietnam, said: “The American '

+ know the facts.” war and peace unless they knowf
' . Perhaps. But what, then, are he truth abogt that policy.” . F,
“the facts? That is the essence of 1
" the complaint, for the informa- 4
tion which the public gets comes ;
- in driblets. |
" The worst kept secret of the’
little war is the heavy participa-} ‘\/
. tion of the CIA and military: ,
- advisers. ,The%—wﬁ'r has been ;
\ busier, and by extrapolating USy
" Command figures, it is 4 safe bet,
" that 300 planes and 100 airmen_‘
“were lost in neighboring Laos’
" last year. i S
i« As fears have mounted, more
~‘and more officials have stepped | -
. forward to defend the U.s. role,i
, without saying what that role is. }
. Theirs is an unspoken plea to.
Hegpyst us,” a particular South- i
! east Asia road that has been
- gone down before fo everlasting
" regret. R |
. Secretary’ of State William :
/Rogers has$ been more effective’
" by talking to the Senate Foreign
'Relations Committee and promis-
ing that it will be consulted in
. advance of any increased U.S. in-i
volvement. ‘ This may still criti-§ : o : S
! cism for a time, as the persua-i S ' ' '
sive Mr. Rogers has done before.!
! But the total Administration.i’

~ True in’

ietnam, true i

BO8. . i Tl e e

g

" effort thus far has been to try to
 improve its- public-relations im--
" age on Laos. No one las come.
" up with a satisfactory way of‘\ .

doing that short of telling all, |
. which is viewed in some _quarters’_}
~as a horrendous idea, [t M

i

%
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SOUUVANNA. PHOUMA
A "duty to protect Laos”

Air Strikes
Vital, Laos
Premier Says |

Vientiane

Lacg . would be: taken.
over hyw North Vietnam if |
United States air strikes
were -halted, says Prince.
Souvanna Phouma, the
ILaotian premier. -

“It is the duty of the Unit-
ed States to protect us be-
catise, like other nations
which signed the Geneva ac-
qgords, it must assure the in-
dependence, territorial integ-

rity and neutrality of Laos,”.|.

ha said)
~ Sowvanna made the com-
mant in an interview with the
Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem, & transeript of -which
was. rcleased by the Laos
government Tuesday. :
Souvanna denied any
, knowledge of U.S. B-52 raids
"in Laos and refused to com-
‘ment on the activities of the

U.S. Central ‘Igtelligence :
O ——

Agency in Laos.

" Asked about the extent of

" U.8. military-involvement in |
. T,a0s, Souvanna said: ‘When |,

the need is feit, we ask for
. supplies. We also ask for
' American air intervention to
watch the infilitration routes
and bormb-the invaders.”

He said that without U.S.
air support “the entire coun-
try will become Communist

— the entire country will be
taken over by the North Viet-
namese."”

He said he has asked for
more American aid, mainly
rifles, to replace obsolete

‘ones now used by the Laotian

army.

Asked what aid he would '

like from the United States,

Souvanna replied: “I hope |

Washington . . . will finally
take into consideration the

proposal.I made to Presxdent

Nixon last October.”

This proposal concerned |
the application of Articlef

Four of the 1962 Geheva ac-
cords on Laos. which banned
foreign troops ?from the counA‘

try. - )

Auoclated Press

PRIV PR

e
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I#'s Time fo Ciam‘y Our Laos Stand, '

ﬁnd It's Bwbﬁu! We Weant More War

"% “Laos is not worth the life of a single .'

“Kansas farm boy,” Secretary of State Dean
‘Rusk said in 1961,

,;f The Laotian turmoil, which had been‘

‘going on for years, was also' summed up

:by another Washington official, who said: .
> “The situation there is dxsastrous but, -
~_ send any.

Znot serious.”
L] ® K J

‘2 IN OTHER WORDS, our government .

.used to look on Laos as.an impossible

COuntry to defend, partly because its pro-

‘vincial leaders were interested only in

their own state’s welfare and not the coun- -

_trys

:Laotxans fend off the Communists in the -

shorth, but the North Vietnamese’s latest: -
§hrust has brought our uniformed men into ..

-the conflict, as our bombers plaster north-

' ern Laos with bombs

< Loud outcries are heard from the Sen-

: ,ﬁte stemming partly from political opposi-
: :tlon of the Nixon administration and part..

Hy from the fear that we will drift into an-

* e

3.3. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE have appar-

gntly decided to divert our. attention trom

L i B ey SRV RETANC S

Now, all that has changed.  The Central
:Intelhgence Agency has been helping the

‘South Vletnam. where their efforts have
“V largely been stymied, and either draw us
. into a new war or show the world that we;

) are incapable of stopping their armies.
Defense Secretary Laird tells congres-:
, sional critics that we do not have ground:
.. combat troops in Laos and do not plan to;

J
-Nevertheless, we have put ourselves in; }
a very cloudy and difficult position, allow-!

“ing the CIALD engage us in a civilian war,

and now our sending bombers to stnke

- North Vietnamese troops. . ‘

It would seem we have to step back and| N
larify our position. - We must either fol-!

.:low our withdrawal plan from Vietnam'.
g wnthout deviation, or decide we are going

to expand the effort to defend Laos. i
(] L J [ ] i

IT IS DOUBTFUL that anyone in the;
leon Administration or many in the
country would be willing to take on the'
«» defense.of Laos. In that case, we should,

- not be fighting there under the secrecy of

" the CIA or with our officially secret bomb-.

"-ing raids beyond the Ho Chi.Minh trail, -
.. Our present Laotlan position is either.

: going to lead us into a new war or embar-,
rass us through our failure to defeat the: -
wiiReds, We don't want either, .- - - __}

o et
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CEUCIING LOOam Crisis Beiguiens
UL menperess o (lOY@

clandestine role tiiru the Cen- o

) tral Intelligencebl}\g.g.c;}cyt e

é a isi on \

. gﬁzvfno}:an(th?g crilticisem? e +in Laos is described this way: .
The almost daily warnings - e To preserve for some fu-!

of Senate Democratic Leader ; ture use the badly battered

. Mike Mansfield, Mont., about and, in practice, almost unre- !

«~ the dangers in Laos and the - cognizable 1962 Geneva ac-/

- statement of Senate Foreign'' cords that were intended to! -
make Laos a neutral nation. !

Each side claims It is willing |

{0 go back to them and some- :

% day that may be the only - .

“scares me to death’ * answer, .

‘increasingly uneasy as its first R T R Sty
-potential foreign crisis — in The Administration’s policy",
'Laos — draws fresh criticism
almost daily at home and
‘hcightensuncertaintyin "

Southeast Asia,

Old anti-Vietnam war pres-
sures in the United States,
which President Nixon suc-, : s P
cessfully dampened at the end ' Relations (.:ﬁ.'"m"éc?bc-hﬂ ll;- :
of last year, are being revived * 1 ﬂ"‘kn Jt“ \t” l:;\?]h an?i’éi‘qim- !
85 a result of the war in Laos, : /% that a hig )

; ) i
. } tion official’s comments on
Uncertainty about Commu- - Laos S

.- Lo . -
cor a. LA i Ao

PreSSuy es

r.-;-wi\u =7

nistobjectivesinLaosis
creating nervousness thruout ..
- Southeast Asia, especially in

Thailand, and inhibiting the -

Nixon -Administration’s ability .,

"y are merely the latest compli-

cations for the Administration
since the Communist of{ensive
recaptured the Plain of Jars.

EE .
e A willingness to give Ha- ',4-'1'!_ :
noi within reason a guarantee *- :
. that Laos willnot beusedasa .. . -
. military base for operations -

O

;\-'l‘ ingness to say anything public-‘;’,- to reveal Ahei‘ican activities |} any expansion of the war in .

The Administration clalms}'lit ! against North Vietnam. "
“ éibt;?gail;ller ",‘,‘2,',‘,‘,’;"“325;‘\};‘9' ftﬂ o Anunderstandable desire, = !
¢ - considers it would be unwise .. in view of the difficulty of get- = ¢ :
.~ The Administration’s unwifl- “*~ e : % ting out of Vietnam, to avoid . N ,

;j to point /\,vi,th assurance at its .
2.program-of phased withdrawal
from Vietnam.

i j« "I..in Laos. . .| Laos, But this is qualified by -
ly about the American mili- To do so,US.officials : the fact that Hanoi uses a’y
S. ——

_maintain, would make bad | large arca of Laos — thru’
matters even worse by upsets I i- which the Ho Chi Minh Trail’

bility gap. ..ting what is at best a preca | | Tuns — as a transmission'belt, .~

- This is most distressing to' ' rious balance in Laos. The Ad- | [ f‘on st‘:’pplying its forces In:

the Adminlatration, whieh dals * " ministratlon denles that it has | | -South Vietnam, .

ly reminds the public that it ; any intention of sliding into’ . “The Administration argus

e <+« “another -Vietnam” inLaos] |, ment that it would be irration-:

didn’t -create the Laotian situ+ ;-€ven tho it admits the warin " al for it to seek to slide wit.

tary role in Laos exacerbates
" Mr. Nixon's problems and cre-
ates the possibility of a credi-

ation ~— that, like Vietnam, it :

15 one of the unpleasant lega. .
cies from previous Adminige |
trations.

i (The UPI reports these de- *
: yelopments: .

1" e The Nixon Administration,
éfeelmg the pinch of the grow- |
. Ing credibility gap over Laos, -
«is seriously considering mak- -
ing some frank disclosures
-about the situation. - "

_® Congressmen who re- i
. ceived a two-day briefing from_,
:Defense Secretary Melvin .
Laird say they are convinced !
i President Nixon will not send +
‘regular ground troops into
.Laos — even if that is the only.

;way to save that nation from
the Reds.) :

' TOUGHEST PROBLEM

; The link between the situa-.
tions in Laos and Vietnam and
ithe fear that Hanoi’s game in
Laos is to try to undermine
‘the Nixon policy of “Vietnami.
-zation"” puts the President in
-t}'re toughest spot he has occu-
‘pied while in the White House,

:_ Daily denials that the United

. States plans any formal com~

e ]

Approved For

; rilement.. .

“Laos and the Vietnam war

v; Teally are parts of the same

¢ problem,

- An admission that the Unit-
1, ed States is violating the 1962
"Geneva accords — even tho'
. North Vietnam violated them °

:'first, or rather never honored

“them ~ would in the eyes of -

» the Administrationdestro
| whatever fragile hope there i3

RN
ot e N
LY

. for a reasonable Laotian set--:

s .

!

——

tingly or unwittingly into an-;
other Victnam is clear. But it
is complicated by the fact that
the United States does not
‘really know what Hanoi —
which introduced 15,000 more'
troops into Laos this year —is -
- planning. : .

The American view still is

¥ !that Hanoi probably does not’

* ;seck conquest of all of Laos
-because of the probable inter-

,national consequences:. Bu't: .

Release 2001/03/04 :

|this is not considered as cer-
stain. as it was & few months
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Laos Disclosures
- Stir Policy Rift -

By GEORGE SIIERMAN

Star Staf

f Wriler

The Nixon administration is deep in an internal dispute over| and that the United States is
how mueh more to make public on American involvemen in Laos. | trying to restriet both,
The State Department revealed yesterday that Secretary of| Inside the administration it is

“informal” meeting Tuesday afternoon with the Foreign Relations | sure of American Laotian opera-f
Committee. He and Sen. J. William Fulbright, D-Ark., had ar-1tjons could play right into Com-,

f State William P. Rogers sought to soothe Senate fears in a sccret| arpued that fuller public expo-

@,

ranged the meeting—which last-~—

‘ed two hours—in a private talk’
in Fulbright's office the day be-
fore.

But yesterday Fulbright indi-
cated he was not satisfied with

‘Rogers’ explanation on Laos. }1S, geting  over-involved in 1208 jpyolvement, the argument goes
p “just don’t know the facts.” it effectively undermines  the| -

After the State Department an-|
nounced the meeting—which Sen-
ate sources said Rogers pre-
viously bad insisted be kept se-
cret—Fulbright said, “You don’t
settle something in just one
meeting.”

As chairman, he said he would
have the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee press monre deeply into

American involvement in the|

Laos war,

Troop Assurance Glven

Majority Leader Mike Mans-
field, D-Mont., said, howcver,
that Rogers had been “quite re-
sponsive, made a very good im-
pression, and I think the meet-

munist hands. Therein lies the
trap.
Geneva Accords in Peril

“Don’t Know Facts"

Afterwards, with Laird at his;
side, committee Chairman L..

Mendel Rivers, D-S.C,, sald 1 the Nixon administration '

those who say the United States formally admits deep military

But competent sources admit 1957 Geneva accords establish-
that the administration is caught jug a neutral Laos. Other signa-
in an agonizing trap over how torjes, including North Vietnam,
many of those facts to make Communist China and the Soviet

Vietnam policy.

For instance, the adminisira-
tton has not denied press reports
both here and {rom on the spot
about the increase in American
alr activity in Laos during the
current North Vietnamese offen-
sive there in the North.

Daily Sorties Disclosed

| ing was very worthwhile.” .
. Mansfield indicated Rogers had
Igiven new administration assur-
-ances that Nixon’s commitment
;not to put U.S. ground troops

into Laos without congressional
approval would be honored. Rog-
ers tried hard, other sources
sald, to counter the growing im-
pression that the United States
is expanding the war in South-
cast Asia, :

According to congressicn,

J

Secrotary of Defense Melvin R,
‘Laird repeatedly made the same
‘points duning his testimony yes-
‘terday and Tuesday before the:
House Armed Services Commit-

]

193
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On Sunday The Star revealed
that U.S. Air Force planes are
now flying between 400 and 500
sorties daily--half in the north-
ern contest, and half farther
south over the Ho Chi Minh trail,
and that Nixon had approved
two ineffectual B52 raids—Feb.

public, They realize the enor-ynion, would then have a formal
mous danger of a ‘“credibility.excuse for open intervention on
gap” growing over.Laos like'their own, '

that which undermined former Furthermore, the argument
President Lyndon B, Johnson’s continues, Hanoi would have the

|lout, was originally a virtual cre-

added lever to question the legit-
imacy of the current Laotian

government, which allows
American military intervention.
The -United K States wants to
maintain that government—
which, - ironically, officials point

atlon of the Communist side,
. The unresolved question here
| 1s how to restore the Geneva

1 accords,

The administration has hinted
that it is willing to give North,
. Vietnam any guarantees neces-'

sary that Laos will not become
an American base for attacking’

17 and 18—against advancing, North Vietnam.

North Vietnamese troops on the

{Plain of Jars,

The fear in official quarters is
that these reports, which also
detail unofficial American advi-
sory efforts on the ground in
Laos, are exaggerating the
-“American involvement, The ad-
ministration privately contends

It is hoped that Hanoi wiil not
push its military advantage to
oust the government of Laotian
Premier Souv annaPhouma,
since North Vietnam is currently
proposing the same kind of coa.
lition government for South Viet-
nam. Hanoi, therefore, is fight-
ing a' credibility. battle of its

LOWR: i Horthm s i shin s rvm om0

that the war in Laos.is really an
offshoot

t of the war in Vietnam,j
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[ US. Officials Concede CIA

+Record American Washingtdn Bureay .-

-Aide
- Aldes Are
‘ d
/ ’ WASHINGTON — Adei
/.’ ministration officials private- -
' 1y conceded Tucsday that'
;5_ he Central  Intelligence -
A/ Agency. is involved in |
- military operations in Laos .
against the Communist Path- ‘"
"~ et Lao. . ;
But the officials denled re-
" ports that perhaps as many; -
- a5 a thousand civilian agents’, ,,
" were helping to train the ir-
Y regular army of antﬁ-Com-.,:J.
j munistMeo - tribesmom, TheF.
v~ said that -—— at most——thére.i:
= are a hundred intelligence™*
agents in the beleaguered

¥
i .

k. By Jony r. watracn
f

s T

mission Monday that = twoi«:
civilians were among the o

. regular U, S. military person-

- _nel feared dedad or missing in ;

Laos. . -
P A pentagon spokesmian' re- -
- " {used to confirm whether the 7*

., two civilians, later identified’ '
'l‘- as intelligence "agents, were ‘-
v originally included in the 193
°airmen  acknowledged  1ast
[' week 08 missing, ¢ - -
But  the spokesman  dig.
'+ closed that one of the civillang™*"
| ~was geen being captured and
. presumably is still alive, ‘De~-t+
—__fense Dept. squl_'c"es'sam‘that«;, °

-

¢ Asian kingdom, . : i
. ¢~ This disclosure was:» ‘Spokesman’
% prompted by a Pentagon ad-+'t-

-.concerned about figures leak- - tions, reportedly including the "

y STATINTL

1

Operating in Laos *

The U. S."has attempted to

evi ‘the diff G
evidence of the difficulty that cloak its activities in Laos be-

e

the U. S. government is hav-

.ing keeping confidentlal the\"-,,. cause the 1962 Geneva ac- 3 O
s

nature and extent of American .. :¢0Tds, Whi'ch provided for., |

involvement, .. Laotian netitrality, prohibited .. ,—'g

In the apparent abscnce of,, the introduction gf foreign .-‘.'."g
a uniform White House direc~ ' troops in any capacity. : i
tive ‘on what .is public and The U. S. began to train the - .. %,

‘what is private, Stat g , A R
and Dcfer?sevgept.ssgo?(eg:gn s . clandestine’army of Maj, (?-C'n' -
are citing_conflicting versions <~ VEng-Pas BRG 16 provide Tac-
of .what . they -assert -is the K 'tical air support for Laotian ™

situation, """ government troops when it be-. .

L week, the I;cntagon__j;_ came evident that North Viet.’
1o rrvié?r%cg ?Ihceadlglgsit. i ham was training rebel Pathet
Monday a Defense  Dept.s, Lao tribesmen to overthrow T
corrected ' the v the. neutralist government.

record to reflect th'at"_lossf .When the Communist train- - '
Since 1964--a three vear mis- . . ed Pathet Lao recently step-. ..
take in sombody's figuring. ' . ped up their attacks, the U. S. . '

State Dept. officials are 50 increased its military opera-. . -,

ing out that the Laotian desk - diversion of B-52 bombers ,. .
officer refuses to, confirm a ... from attacks on the strategic .
figure used by a  senior de-t.. Ho Chi Minh- trail to. Commu-
parfment. official in  public i nist. strongholds. in northern
testimony before a congres- .. Laos, ZON -
slonal subcommittee, - Thir hns brought a barrnge
According to the American, . of eriticism  from Congress
cmbnssy in Vientiane, there-~:ithat the U, S, is falling inte .
are 2350 Amcricans in Laos ;. the same kind of bottomless
—833 U, S. government em-, + “Vietnam pit"* that-will take.
ployées and: the rest depens’ ' years' of fighting and ‘count- -
dents, This ‘does 'not “Inciude - . less/ casuaities.to get out of.
A t_“-i\”l‘,;{e. "f" e :0“!\,:‘_‘\0._\,} :-.?'&1’"':51}‘.":»|‘:". I|,.
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they would release the names . American personnel assighed . -3,
of the two men in the next +, for three-to-six months tours .yf’
-fow days. . *+.0f duty, or CIA men who \ a
The acknowledgement of - °f'mm"te back and forth f,H
the CIA. role in Laos, an open 1 0’(’,’ a border village In Thai- ‘,: H
‘'secret for several years, is', '@nd. "i

D e b T O
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L Growing Involvement? g

Scens. Gore and Yulbrighi report increas-

ing concern over Laos after a briefing by . /
CIA Director Richard Helms, and there has
 been general apprehension that the currently .
- successful Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese
_forces might strike south from the Plaine des;
* Jarres. | .
Sent. Mansfield, a student of Laotian af- -
* fairs, says the Communists “may stop short
of the cities of Vientiane and Luang Prabang;
that would be in the pattern of previous opera-
" tions. Then again, they may push forward'
- against these two capitals and press tolthe?
border of Thailand. However, we are both in
! it—North Vietnamese and Americans—and !
we are in it up to our necks.” -1 _
On the ground in Luang Prabang, New ' /

- York Times Correspondent Henry Kamm, re-
ported nevertheless on Monday that “the:

. sense of security is rooted in an implicit be- -
lief that the Communists would never attack "
the royal capital. The optimism is not consid-

~ered naive. The Pathet Lao and the North~

" Vietnamese have never challenged the zu--
thorify of King Savang Vatthana, and well-in-:

. formed Laotians belicve that as long as they :
seek to maintain an appearance of legitimacy
ihe Communists will continue to spare. this:
town of 30,000.” ;

v In any case, many Americans deservedly .

. want to know whether, in Sen. Gore’s words,

" Laos is becoming an exception to the Nixon:
policy of lessened military involvement in .
Southeast Asia. Limited extensions of air sup-'
port may he necessary to protect our position
in Vietnam. But any subslantial increasc of-
our involvement on the ground—whether it is
training Meo gucrrillas, flying helicopter as-
sistance missions or otherwise servicing the
spolly performance of Laotian troops does not ¢
incour judgment have the support of the AIT)CI';
ican people. C
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~ U.S. role

By George W. Ashworth
Staff correspondent of The Christian Sclence Monitor

in Laos )
. | umd@ﬁﬂ@d

. Washington* * &~ 7 of the Plain of Jars, if that,
Y Amid a rising furor, the Nixon administration must- % P

)

. . ' 9 . ;
come to grips with the question of whether it cun was its mtent;on ' co
afTord continued retlicence on the difficult issue of Luos. ‘ . . . ‘

. _ Oficials have stepped forwavd to defend the United ) .
States role in Laos, but they have steadfastly refuscd keep the Lao Government viable and its position tenable

to say preciscly what that role is.

The result is an unspoken plea to “trust us,” but
there may have been too many difficulties over South:
cast Asia in the past decade to make that agreeable
to Congress or the public at this point, ‘

The administration is busily trying now to figure out
ways to improve its public-relations image on the Laos

i
i

in the face of North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao incur-
sions. : . ‘ "
Beyond North Viethamese concern over ;the us, .
however, sources say, is a suspecled North Vietnamese |
desire to keep the Royal Thai Army from a general

commitment to the war, It is one of the gencrally ac- °

cepted beliefs here that the Thais would not allow North ‘
“Vietnamese troops to endanger the border area at the 4
Meckong River. - g
. It is considered likely that Thai forces would cross
andied back and forth in the Mekong if there were a strong possibility the North .;
".officjialdom, but there is nothing final yet. " :Vietnamese were close enough to endanger it. ‘

In the Pentagon, the solution so far has been a rather  One of the confusing points at this stage of U.S. in- %
“simple one: Don't discuss Laos at all, In answer to a volvement in Laos is why the B-52 strike was ord_ered 3
-specific -query, the Pentagon refysed point-blank to‘recently in the midst of the fighting for the Plain of .
allow a reporter to talk either on or off the record Jars.' , : - ‘
i +with any official on }he.-lsubject -‘ﬁ’f v:;‘hel' Air11e£1can © The one-time strike was ordered in a small valley .
or_North Vietnamese involvement in the war in La0s.” nontaining North Vietnamese headquarters and supply
¢ Xnowledgeable officials: have been . directed not to- faciliues.g'l'he strike, which was ?lrged by U.5. Ame-
discuss any aspect of the situation with any member, hyscador to Laos G. McMurtric Godley, did not stop
' “ its intention. -
There has been speculation that the strike—the first
se of B-52's in northern Laos fighting—was intended
as a signal to tho North Vietnamese that the U.S, and
the Laotians could not be pushed too far,

. issuc. Bul no one as yet has come up with a satisfactory
. answer as to how precisely to do that short of telling
“all, which is viewed in some quarters as a horrendous
" idea.

Suggestions are being b

=/

-

j°£ the press. , . North Viet occupation of the Plain of Jars, if that was
_Danger point watched?

. J'
» It is known that the Central Intelligence Agency: .
“and U.S. military advisers are substantially involved:
" in Laos, U.S. fighter-bombers conduct about 90 percent,
of the air-support missions being flown in battles be.;
, tween the North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao on one.
hand and Lao irregulars and Army forces on the other.’: . :
There are a number of reasons why the U.S, does  Sources here say that if the bombing was a signal
not wish to discuss at this point the situation in Laos,'’to the North Vietnamese not to take the Plain of Jars,
. Perhaps the primary one. is that full disclosure would : the bluff was called. If it was a signal not to continue
make it rather clear that the U.S. is violating the 1962: on to the Mckong, sources say it was of dubious merit
. Geneva accord, ' . " _in that the North Vietnamese were already undoubtedly
The North Vietnamese, of course, were. the initinl. aware of the dangers of advancing to the Mckong. i
Tviolators, as they have pursued their course of attacks  The peasons, whatever they may be, are not gene !
against the officially ncutralist government of Prince -.erally known throughout the government in that the !
Louvanna Phouma, the Lao Premicer, o *decision was made in thé White House after cpnsulta-‘,{?’
The North Vietnamese, sources believe, could at some tion with highest administration officials, I
point or other have taken over the country and over-  py4 the B.52 bombing is really just another one of aj
]t1h'rown the government, had they wished, but there  jong series of developments that have caused a grows-;
ave been no indications that they wanted to carry the ing concern in Congress. Sen. Charles McC. Mathias!
fighting beyond a certain danger point. .Jr. (R) of Maryland argued, “Laos has. become- an
Sources here arc agreed that that danger point would arena for the repetition of the mistakes of our Viet.
be one at which the U.S. {clt it necessary to do some- namese involvement.” C
thing substantially more than heretofore, .Past U.S. . There has been considerable Senate pressure upon the
. policy has been to increase U.S. help in an attempt to . administration to 'agree to.the rclease of secret testi
-~ f FEA Log A , . , mony taken last October by a Senate foreign relations
T - K ,~;¥?‘cor&mitt‘$eldox}b%merﬁan involvementl in Laos, Sen,
A TR . i:Mike Manasfie of Montana' said failure to release
- ‘The 3-52 stnke e s dld not the report “‘can only raise additional questions as to
P e + ‘what we are doing in Laog.” .- - . .. ¢
- spprBiaxt ks K teé| o0 ueime/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2
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1. But the New Towns will not work here ..

versity connection should make it n lively
place to live,

The U.D.C’s mnajor projects In New Vork

© Olty—the New Town on Welfaro Island and

the Harlem River Park (which wiil provide,

when completed, o combined tolal of 6,600

housing units —-will diaplaco no present hous-

fng. That, acconding to Logte, 13 the essence
of sensible renewal In o city whero Innd and
* housing are &earce. The theory ia that firat
you bulld the now houring, then -you movo
people Into it and then and only then do
you destroy or renovate the plnces where
they previously NHved.
All over the state thnt 18 what UD.C. 15

doing—looking for vancant and, hopefully, .

publicly owned land on which to bulld Now
Towns, Th; 6,600 new unlits of housing will
not cure tae eity's {lls, Nor will the 4,770
other, smaller developments that the U.D.C.
is planning to add to this total. But 1t could

be “the beginning of & chain” of develop=

ments, stretehing over the next two decades,
that might substantially relieve the pressure
here. Logue doea most firmly belleve that
U.D.C. "can create & new pattern for devel-
opment” with Ncw Towns and New-Towns-
in-Town lke Welfare Island. “The magie
thing about Taplola [a New Town outside
Helsink{, Finland] {s that it works."

“f<- unless they can attract the middle class,

.

. r " Logue Is convinced that no one will bo .
able to resist thelr obvious advantages, But -
*."., - Logue himself, who lved in the Yale Club for -

a year while selecting a place for his family

“. .%o llve fn New York City, lives at One East

- End Avenue. He docs not live on the West
* Bide,
shoulders with members of another clnss,
(Similarly, he believes the flight to the sub«
.. urbs could be halted if the middle class

¢ ~would stay in the cltles and fight for good

[

*  kids have

. - buble schools there. But he schds his two

children to Dalton, excising this ahandon-
/ ment of-principle on the grounds that his
“made plenty of sacrifices becauge
thdlr father 18 o pubilc servant, ang they

. " 70re entliled to compcenuatlona’)

P

gl

.-

4

One doen not criticlzo Logue for thls hoe
havior. He 1s & man who has worked daevilishly
for success and Is, perhaps, entitlod {0 168 ro=
wards, Tho writer of this plece 15 an East

-.* s; Slder and a Dalton Dnddy, after all, Btil, it

“-+"" Logue will not do what he nsks others to do,

..the New Towns pre in trouble—unless, ag

" - ~i someone has suggested, George Plimpton can

=~/

" m

e,

'\ 0 Governor Rockefeller, Logue revesls s good

be persuaded to move

t0 Woeltare Island
to give 1t some chic, !

He 18 o tough
man who knows what ho thinks he knows,
(“How do you like Ed Logue?” a lady jJoure

. nallst who profiled him once was nsked,

" “About 80 per cont,” wns tho reply—and

. there {3 n hard warmtheresistant, protectivo

core to the man.)

On the other hand, his impatience, his .

-Anger at incfcleney, his no-nonsensg ablllty
to speak plninly, in the vernacular, about
what he's for and what he's agninet (cone
slder his unfashionable admlirntion for an-
other door, Robert Moses), his really nmazing
scnse of urgency nhout the Job nt hand in the
.Cltfes, are in refreshing contrast to standard
official style these days. Just at the moment,
no matter what hls eritics say, 1t may be
more {mportant to do something—anything—

" in the citles that 13 quickly visible than it §s
to study the problem to death. It mupy even
be that plain old-fashioned sction i3 more
to the point than community actlon, which
1s often merely obstructionist, sometimes ir-
rational. The eflicacy of this now political
style cannot, at this point,
Jectlvely proved. It is, in short, an attractive
- &cedemic theory that has made g scandalous
smount of trouble in the stroets.

In any case, asked about his relationship

- Approved For Relgase 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700050001-2
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where he could easily enjoy rubbl'ng,-

- of Americans of ‘
of Lithuanians everywhere in the ac- .

These points, ralsed Iate In the day ns his
, .. llmo threads it8 way through the rusii-hour
“.¢ traflic, do not ruflie Logue.

be considercd obe .

STATINTL

denl of hils own beot aclf when he happily re~
plles: ""I'he Guy 1a touph when he leans on
somebody.” e pruncs to muse for o moment
and adds: “Ho's an enthusiast, and I'm In
Invor of thnt, Whnt this couniry
needs 1s more onthustants,”

With which the car pulls up In front of his
bullding and he bouncen cnthuslastically ont -
to foco the night's homoework, Watcehing him
RO ono roculls a ntntement of hls. long-timo
nasocinto, Allnn Talbot, who Usts his nsnets .
A8 “n sense of drama and urgencey, » huge
capnelty for work and n gireat love Tor citien,"
plus his greatest gift—"muking a pleture of a
puzzle.” -

There 18 alao n statement by Arthur Drexler,
curator of archltccture and design at the
Museum of Modern Art, to weigh in the
bhalanco: "I'd be inclined to give him the
beneflt of the doubt. SBure, without o real
Federal commitment to the clties, something
like UD.C. 18 Just a grent blg Band-Aid. And
I suppose it's all very well for you and me.
to slt back and take & historical point of
view about it and about men like Logue. Bus
that doesn’t mean everyone should sit back
and walt for someone else to do the Job.
People ltke Logue have to keep trylng—it
only for humanltarian reasons.”

LITHUANIAN INDEPENDENCE
Mr. PERCY. Mr. President, on Febru-

ary 15, 1970, the Honorable Petras P. -

Dauzvardis, Consul General of Lithuania, -
addressed the Lithuanian Independence
Day commemoration meeting at the Ma-
ria High School auditorium. Lithuanian
Plaza, Chicago. He expressed the pride!
Lithuanian descent and-

complishments of the years of Lithu-
anian independence between 1918 and"
1940. He also expressed the determination
of nll free peoples that Lithuania shall .
one day regain her freedom, a sentiment

: which I heartily share,

I commend the Consul General's Ié=,
marks to my colleagues and ask that they :
be included in the Reconp. . :

There being no objection the address -
was ordered to be printed in the Recos
as follows: ,

AppRESS OF PeTRAs P, Douzvanpis

. On February 16th, Lithuanla’s Indepens
dence Day,

we rejoico that Lithuania had re« .
gained her Independence and had taken her
rightful place among other independent, sov- ..
ereign states, Wo express our gratttude and -
respeet to those who were Instrumental inre-
storing independence of Lithuania,

Wao take joy nnd pride In the organlzation,

‘performance and accomplishmonts of tho.

State of Lithuania, In her rapld progress and
hor commendablo. ropresentntion of herself In
the world, This i3 conlirmed by the reaction
of tho free world to Lithuania’s misfortune: :
by the non-recognition of the Soviet Union's
solzurn of Lithunnia.

For this great and sipnifieant legal-politionl
Support of Lithuanin's rights, Lithuanlansg ex-
press thelr profound and sincere thanks to
the United States of America and to all Iree-
dom-loving and law-respecting states.

As we relterate our appreciation.to Lithue .
anla’s friends and respecters of law and jus-.
tice, we denounco the enslavers of Lithuania,
the violators of agreements nnd international

“law nnd disseminators of falsehoods, and de-'
.mand restoration of froedom to Lithuania,

Presidont Nixon (Octobor 24, 1968) char-’
acterized tho conduct of Lithuanta’s enemy -

- and occupant aa follows:

“In committing aggression against the
Boltio countries—Lithuania, Latvia and Ese "
tonta—the Soviet Union violated not only
the spirit and letter of Anternetional law, but

. . o DA

‘Laos and

offended theo
drcency,” .

Dearing tn mind that asppression s an ine
ternational erimo, and that the Soviet Unlon
commiited this crime for which 1t {5 con-
demried by M vietims and the Junt world, as
nctunl vietima of Boviet apgrension and op-

preanton, 1t in up to the Lithunniana and ..

othiers of the same fate
loudly and forcefully and

to spenk out morg
o demand a right-

ing of the wrongs inflicted by tho Boviets— .

to free Lithuanla and ita peoplo.

This demand 18 made {n accord with the
United Natlons Charter and the Hoviet
Union's own demands upon others. Here ig
the latest (September 19, 1869) Boviet pro-
posal to the Unlted Nationg:

"All States-members of the Uniterd Na-
tions have assumed under the Charter the
ohligation to settle their disputes by peaceful
means, to refrain from the threat or use of
force agalnst the territorial or political in«
dependence of any stute . , , 1t ia neceesary
above all, to Insure, without delay, the withe
drawal of troops from forelgn territorles oc-
cupled as a result of action by the armed
forces of some states and agalnst other states
and the people defending thelr independence
and territorial integrity, and to ghide in
intornational relations by the principles of”
sovereignty, equality, territorial inviolability

-

..of each State—non-interference in internal

affalrs and respect for the rights of all people
Ireely to choose thelr social aystem.”

eign Minister of the Soviet Union Andret
'Gromyko had stated:

(¢
n!nmlnrcls of cnmm! human

“Shortly before that, on July 19,"1969, For- .- )

"..'-

“It 18 impossible to keep foreign areas

sclzed a9 @ result of eggresston , , , they
;should be returned ... to whom they be~
. ong'"

We are in agreement with the above-stated
prinelples and exptessed ideas,
these {deas and by international law, we de-
mond that the Soviet Union abide by Its
avowedly nobet principles, solemn stntes
ments and obllgations, that the Soviet Union
restore Lithuanin's territory to the Lithy.
anlans with all tho rights set forth in the

Lithunnia-Soviet Ponce Trenty, As long as, '

the Boviet Unilon does not do 50, it will re.
,3“1“ a hypocrit, an Imperiallst, the enslaver
Trecdom and justice,

<

Guided by .

R e L-,

{ BENATOR WILLIAMS URGES PRESI-_ _
DENT TO PREVENT A REPETITION * -

OF THE TRAGEDY OF VIETNAM
IN LAOS

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Jersey. Mr, -

President, last year the Congress clearly
and unequivocally declared Anmerica’s in-
tention not to allow the war in Victnam
to spill over
the use of American ground troops in
Thalland., This action, of
course, was consistent
accord of 1982,

It i3 now apparent that both North
Victnam and the United States are vio-

-lating the 1962 accord.

Furthermore, it Is now .reported, in

-every day’s newspapers, that the cone
_gressional intent is being violated and

frusirated, It is reported that hundreds
of former U.S. special forces have joined
the CIA forces in Laos, Dally, B-52
sorties are now being flown over Laos,
not just to interdlet shipments over the
Ho Chi Minh Trail, but to fight the bat-
tle for the Plain of Jars, to participate
in what is apparently & civil war in
northern Laos. We are spending over a
quarter of a billion dollars Yearly there,
Some 200" American airmen _have re-

{ e

~.
.

into Laos. Congress barred

N

with the Geneva®

Lithuania and other states, an enemy of **. ~. -
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“The Nixon Dilemma:!

> How Far in Laos?

; 1)RESIDENT NIXON'S rigid stance of silence on

S

involvement -in Laos has brought him nose-to-

t
'l‘, " The man, then sugnested that “too much talking” is being
§ done about the extremely sensitive Laotian dilemma; that “those

| nose with the first serious “credibility gap” charges
', that tarnished his predecessors. . \ ‘

The people of. the United States and a mounting: i e crisis, Ard then he admitted that “it is a critical predica-

- number of members of Congress want to know.if we: | ment.”

- are standing on Laotian quick- .
Usand that could sink us into .}
?; another war. S
%’,_ Involved in withdrawal .. .
., from Vietnam—and getting -
* general public support on his
. orderly procedure—Mr. Nixon

‘now finds himself in a pre- .-

e

\.carious position as Laotian - ') in Asta. o . . R
"1 fighting accelerates into what. -, i 4 % K % ;
¢ the U.S. Pacific commander-in- - 2} Scnate ‘eritics keep reminding President ‘Nixon of hig Nov. 3°

“chief describes as “a de- &‘ _

. teriorating situation that is of - -

- serious concern tous..." - M\“KN'GHT :
The hard-to-accept fact is,that the United States

EE

“has been involved in Laos for years—in the same,
* wadvisory” capacily that drew us into Vietnam, But .

»

_the “advisory” status-is getting to' look. more like ;
. plain warfare. SoEETE T

Infuriated members of the Senate Foreign Rela- -

v

tions Committee are pushing pressure on the Nixon:

“administration to ““tell the people what'}is_‘go,ing on .

! over there.” : v

-

; Senators McGovern, Mansfield, Symington, 'Ful-‘
* bright and Gore are screwing the vise on the Presi-

+ dent; moving closer to'a full Sen»ate_,dcbate. Mc-l""‘
- Govern warned his colleagues Tuesday. that “in spite" {*

- -of the painful lessons of Vietnam, we are going-down"
:‘the same road in Laos—and we are .doing it. in
* gecret .., - ce e e

S

But one highly placed public figure, who has heen an oyebal‘l,f. '

witness to the devcloping crisis in Lnos, obsarved:

‘ *When you are playing with robbers, thievey, mu
pulitienl erooks, yoir don't play ander. the Marquis of Queensbuty
. rulek, They don't ohwerve 4l .

o, or. any
honest,, » L . e gttt g AL S

DALLAS .Aggxr?ved Fb?ﬂre'eas.‘;"‘zom103/§J.frpl\.ﬁhlé1._—BDl58

" t It follo“‘rs,"(said the source, that with the North Victnamese ¢

. # easler picking of Laos. It has been expected for years.
o

N

s

e e b

L “The American people cannot and ‘should not be asked to°

¢ -

;

1. being stunned, militarily, in Victnam, they would turn to the

! “Sp, what do you do? Sit there with white gloves o and let
( them pour thrnqg"ﬁ and then get in position to devour Thailand?"

P W R P

folks” ‘stiould remain silent and let-the President herd us tarough

| e

1Y Military men in sizable numbers have shified over to civilian
and aldatlilisz in Laos after scevice in Victnum has heen com-
pleted. T “advisory” copacities they have directed sabotage,
tacget! delection and designations and contribuled greatly tp tre-
mendous relicf jobs for the havassed liitle nation. .
-~ But even-with the hard, indisputable fact that- much ‘of the
4 11.8. involvement: in -Laos is geared to security for American ”
- forces in Vietnam and the halting of communism’s spread, there

NIRRT

“speech fo the nation when he said:

i the government has told them about our policy.

f,‘suppovt a -policy ‘which Involves the overriding issues ol war

. is “still public uneasiness over motre actual military participation |-

1 pelieve that one of the reasons for the deep.division about:l :
74 Vietnam is that many Amcricans have' lost confidence in what

fl
5

4 and prace unicss they know the truth about that policy . . .

L S Vg

, Those- words have brought President Nixon to his credibility
| crisis; The average citizen, and more members  of - Congress, 4
:) fearful that the United States has become too deeply cnmeshcd}
in Laos, are asking -why his words on Vietnam -do ot mow

3, than acknowledging ircquent bombings of the Ho Chi Minh trail

ar

‘devers and

aulon of wat, They'to not i

P

‘! apply to policy in Laos. o
4. In press conferences and other ‘public statements, the
{! President declines to discuss what is going on in Laos other -

{} —the North Viptnamesé supply line that splits the beleaguered
counlry. o .
- President ' Nixon;may' soon have ‘to be more definitive with
nation. What_ is ‘the eventual U.S. course in Laos?. :
ST Ry S r‘f—THE EDITQR
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U.S. R@le in Laos

1
]

! i Combined News Scrvices
!

| Washington—Sen, - J. William Ful-
ibright said yesterday that an ossess-
ment  given him by  high  Nixon
administration officials. that Laos is'
'mvon more )mportant than Vietnam,
“scares me to death.” .
Fulbright asked: “If Vietnam was
important enough to justify the com-
lmltment of half a million American :
‘troops, ‘then in this view how many
gmore could )ushflahly be committed ;
to Laos, which is one of the few worse,
places than Vietnam to fight a war?”’
:He said that the U.S. “may soon have
‘to decide whether to go all the way in
Laos——lhat is, to make it another
‘Vietnam—or to get out.” }
“The fact that high officials of the:

)commtttce on release of * °

Mf‘! on
U.S. activities in Laos. JThe ndminis.)
trnhon s apparent reasoning, Fulbright|.
said, is that if Laos falls, Thailand will
be noxt He =mnid officinls also were
concerned that Hanoi might threaten:
to wipe out the government of Sou-

Worth, T'ex. The plane departed withe
out ccremony, Last Friday a Laotian
army licutenant, Daeng  Senanikone,!
25, was killed whon his spotler pland
scrashed near Pakeane, The Laohan

his wife lives, Merkel was from Forq

vanpa Phouma wunless he . orders.
' Americans to halt bombing of the Ho.
:Chi Minh Trail- that runs through:
Laos, connecting the two Vietnams,

LFulbright’s. statement came after!

Scerctary of Defense Laird categoric-

ally denied there -has been a - U.S,

"buiidup in Laos in either civilian or

military men, He made that statement

before “the .House Armed . Services
mmittee.

i Laird also told ' newsmen that U.S,

< “administration think this scares me to ; policy toward military support of the

death,” Fulbright told the Senate. “It . Laotian government is under ‘continu-

suggests an ominous and dangerous:

future for the United States in that.

remote country.” )
“The Arkansas Democrat, chairman

of the Sernate Foreign Relatlons Com- 1the Senate’s senior Republican and

miltee, declined to identify the offi--
cials, It was learned, however, that he
referred to a high State Depariment
‘official who {wice in recent weeks-

de the argument in conversation
with committee members.. Richard
Helms, director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agcncy, was before {th& commit-
fce. Monday, but Fulbright "gave no;

indication that Helins was the man, !’

* Fulbright's comments. were.in the
middle of a speech-he placed. in' the
Congrc&monal Record after delivering,

‘only the first and last paragraphs bc-\
It camel,

.cause of time limitations,
-after he joined in a call by Sen. George
‘8. McGovern (D-S.D.) for a semet
:Senate session on Laos. :

i The Senate held a secret gess jon in
JDecember in considering a proposal—
:later adopted—to bar - American
ground combat troops from being used|
+in either Laos or Thailand. That was
.before the new wave of concern over|.
.,US involvement in . Laos—concern!

,riggered by a North Vietnamese of-|

“fensive, reports of stepped-up U.S.
:bombing there, and a ,clgah between/:
dhoundminhmtlm;,.

ing review. ‘“Whether there will be a

pilot was given an elaborate funeral
procession, The contrast underscores a,
point about the war in Laos. 'I'he

“| young Laotian was fighting for his

country and received a warrior's-
funeral. The American was doing a job
just as dangerous but got no recogni<
tion. There are at least 229 Americand -

-ing in Laos, -

. In Saigon, meanwhlle, South Viet-
- nam ‘mercenaries led by U.S. Green
Berets killed 49 guerrillas and seized
an arms . cache in the Seven Sisters
Mountain area along the Cambodian

change of policy,' I would not make

Ahuﬂgun&whﬁnxnnnwhdsuwuﬂnh..
jany prediction,” he said.
Sen. George D. Aiken of Vennont oo

high-ranking member of Fulbright's’
committee, said that he doesn’t share ' Tl .
the- fear of many scnators that La031 e v
icould become another Vietnam, - ‘ o '

In Vientiane, informed ‘Laotian!
pources said that Premier Souvanna '
Phouma has told top -military _com-

F ~manders that North Vletnamn-;é] L " | T

* troops appear to be staging a majorj. _ .
offensive to win back territory held ﬂtH e

. the time of the 1962 ceasc-fire. Co T T
There were no reports of war actxon @‘- B

in Laos, but the U.S, Embassy in- o

Vientiane released the official obllum'y

of. the first American known to have’l

“been killed in the currcnt Norlh Viet-,

namese offensive in northecast Laos. It '1

told of the death of Air America Capt.: T e

J. C. Merkel as he was lifting off fromi RO

Xieng Khouang Feb. 19 'in an H-34.. e

supply helicopter. “At an altitude of{ IR

400 feet, a single sniper round hit him: .+ .

“and killed him instantly. The. controls 4

were taken over- by Capt. John" Ford" _

‘who brought the plane back -to ‘a 2

.. government-held landing strip, the,}»

report said. :

Merkel’s ‘body was shipped in &3 C
memmmmmmm

]
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/Only Cloak-And Dagc: Men
" Are On The Ground in Laos !

WE THINK it is hkely that what . that so much resemble skirmishes 1f,
_is taking place in Laos is neither'as "~ o ‘it were not for the fact that the North,
‘dangerous as the peace bloc in the " Vietnamese and the Viet Cong make
. Senate would have us believe, nor as * - free use of Laotian territory. :
" insignificant as the Pentagon contm-l , - Laos, . stretchmg alonpsxde the
ues toinsist that itis. - "two Vietnams, is wedged in between
- Except for the bombing of supply " Red China, Burma and Thailand and !
‘routes and strateglc “targets, the’ . thus ifs strategic menace to Ameri-|
American oﬁeratxon in Laos proper ..:: can troops in Vietnam is very great. i
“is the baby of the Central Intelli- “If our-enemies WOuld respect the in-
| gence Agency — and “baby” is

/ ra ‘
Al i
l

&’

b
F,
\

not, from all reports, too far-fetched -
adescriptive term to fit the case.
The CIA has been helping to train .

mand of- General Vang Poo, widely
regpected as one of the few honest ik
“military leaders in Southeast ‘Asia. :

" Unquestionably the CIA is paying the =
" wages of the young.men, recruited |
from the tough Mao h111 tnbes, who
_compose Poo s “‘army.” :

THE RL‘GULAR Laotian army is

¥ -supposed to be neutral, while Gener- "’

al Poo’s army is not. But the facts

* seem to be that neither the regulars. ‘ A

“‘nor the 1rro{fulars are the kind of :

¢

N

: klllcd over alittle real estate.

f

* accords of 1962 under which Laos * \

g~ government representmg both tke |

upet

soldiers who see desperation in -_"

every battle. They tend to take the”

view that there will be another day
and that there is no sense in gettmg

The: Communist forces whlch

contmue to upset the balance of po- .

litical and military power in Laos .
. are, of course, breaking the Geneva .

'was supposed to have a neutral :

; Communists of the north and the *:
non-Commumsts of the south.

. BUT-~aside from what the CIA iq .
doing and has been doing for ZT0hg. -

' time — we would very likely have no’

w:il’&&»im Sniw i l PR

,,‘ tegrity of Laos perhaps we wouldl

"too, although'the CIA might wish to’
“continue to train and suboldlze

. troops. who could one day bc a for-!
-Laotian irregulars under the com-»».f_-

“midable barrier against Commumst
expansion

THOSE ARE the basic facts

oy abbut Laos insofar as they are known'
"+ to American correspondents on the;
""" scene and to the press-corpsin Wash-]
-ington. It is apparently true that we!

have no.combat troops in Laos. Pres-}
dent Nixon,K has assured Congress;
'; “that he will not send. ground troops to,
fxght in Laos without Congressxonal:
consent, and not even the peace bloc!

"." in the Senate doubts that he wnll keep

hlS word, .

But it is 1mpossxb1e not to doubt‘
that the responses being made byf
" Defense Secretary Melvin Laird to;
quosuons about’ the American pres-]
t.ence in Laos are at best evasive and!
at WOTS thulf-txuths

These would be more palatable if 4
thP help we are trying to give the
non-Communist Laetians were more

)

;. effective. But complete U.S. com-

mand of the skies in Laos has not
- been enough to prevent steady incur-
. sions of Communists from the north.
CTtis really the relative 1mpotence 0
.our intervention, rather than the in
" fervention 1tself, that makes the situ-

EomRsieancl IR0 020 : cmsalama.meomooomoos
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The uews from Laos is grimly de-
pressing, and it isn’t just because an
“enemy offensive there has wrecked the
Jdast pretense of “neutrality” under
~Geneva accords. More urgently, the ques-
tion of America's depth of involvement
there, and the cloalk of secrecy surround-
~ing that involvement, is causing conster-
“nation at high levels.
' The official administration position
is that our role is limited to “military
assistance.” But equally persistent in re-
“cent days, from newsmen who have
gotten close to Laos, from Congressmen
-who ave unconvinced, come stories that
. -our involvement runs {o considerably
\/ “more than “assistance.” There are tales
of CIA-led -operations involving plain-
~clothes American military personnel in

’ RRTH Jiole
! What of lLaos?

declared war.

STATINTL

e e i g

advisory capacities. There avre- allega-
tions that the bombing levels are higher
than at any time during the bombing
of North Vietnam, Two newsmen- have .
reported watching American planes take

- off on bombing runs from a Laotian

airport at the rale of one a minute for
a two-hour period.

Tnemy activity in Laos has reached
dramatic new levels in recent weeks.
Simultaneously, the persistent clamor
for more knowledge about what this
country is doing has reached such a
piteh that probably only President Nix-
on, personally, cculd speak authoritative-
ly about the situation. We add our small -
voice to those who are mow urging the .
President to address the nation on the
scope of American -activitly in this un-

e et e e e
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'S0 now we are bombing Laos to pro-
' teet South Vietnam, and tomorrow we
can’ bomb Malaysia to protect Laos,
" and the day after that we can bomb
i Formosa to protect Malaysla, and then
* maybe we can lay one on Hiroshima

for old- times' sake, to protect Japan
Cfrom ilself, and after that we ean go
. right on in and demolish China and get
it over with once and for all, gang., We

: call it the domino theory. Except it's
. ot those bad old slant-eyed little Com-"

" mie devils who are pushinz over the
+ dominoes. It is us, :

: really must wake up in a state some-
where between wonder and lunacy. It is
' happening all over again. No more Viet-

- nyms, the President said, and there we
‘/a:/em in Laos, with all those crew-cut
.overgrown boys in the CIA playing
- Bean Connery, and all those brave pilots
-dropping explosives from on high, and
there doesn't seem to be anything at
.all we can do zbhout it. We now have a
_Laos/Vietnam War, and there is no
- way ‘to disguise that by announcing.
that you are bringing home 70,000 men
while ¥ou are simultaneously spreading
" death across the Plain of Jars.
* * * :
And the spread of the war into Laos
. ralses some crucial questions. One: who
- in the United States government asked
our permission to spread that filthy

s war into still another country? Two!.

. Who in the Congress is voting in favor
‘of appropriations for use in . Laos?
- Three: who gave us the right to go into.

" Laos in the first place? Four: how much
{is it costing? Five, What military gens

..To be an Amecrican these days, you~

RS

.THE FALLEN 'DOMlNO

fus, after the lessons of Vietnam, con-
vinced “ Nixon that bombing can win

anything, or that fighting in a land- -

Jocked country in Southeast Asia makes
any logistical sense at all?

The questions are crucial because
the lessons of Vietnam seem not yet
to have been learned by the people’

who run this government. To begin .

with, we know by now that we should

not be in Southeast Asia at all, We -

certainly should not be bullying our

‘way into conflicts in which we Have

ho real stake. John F. Kennedy did
not think Laos was worth the con-
cern of a great power; it is still not
worth .our concern. There is no pos-
sible threat to the United States from
the Cémmunist forces in the Pathet
Lao. There is no way that Laotians
can .come storming ashore in South--

.ern California, There isn't even a gooi

old-fashioned - imperialist reason to be,
there: after all, how many tubes of
toothpaste can we- sell in that ninth-
rate country? )

And yet we are golng In there be-’
cause a group of self-serving Ameri-
can careerists want us to go in. Laos

“is the great country where the CIA.
-and the Pentagon invested $300,000,000

to create a right-wing government
which was later overthrown by a 28-
year old Laotian ecaptain, without fir-
Ing a shot, Laos is the great country

-whose major crop is opium (but even -

the Mafia wouldn't fight for ;squat-
ter's rights there), Its people, after 15
years of American meddling, are 885
per cent illiterate. The money that has

-t oAb

. been poured into this dump of & couns'

T

|
J.
!
,,

" . Bed-Stuy and

. smashed them, and the two leading -

hinda s ]

try could have rebuilt Brownsville, -
Newark. , 8

I suppose Agnew the First wiil soon
begin the counter-offcnsive. After all, «
the CIA and the Pentagon were have
ing a nice little war in Laos until the
reporters started blowing the whistle, }
- What the hell: what's 100 planes and i
300 pilots from a country that believes |
“in teamwork?. :
But even now, when the qyestions
. are being asked, answers are not avail- i
‘able. We can't ‘find out how many
troops we have there, if any. We can't -

- find out whether we have any agree- 1
ments for the commitment of troops .

. find onut who orders the raids.
* * *

I would suggest that every Congress-
man who votes funds for Laos be re-
quired to serve in combat In that coun-
try. I would suggest that the great
pilots who make a living bombing

- those people be bought home and put
“to work with their hands in the slums, .
I would suggest that it is a little late-
in the day for Nixon and Co. to get
-away with “still another dose of the
Asian infection. The Laotian Army s’
not interested in fighting against the
- Communists; in their last full-scale bat-
. tle in the early 60s, the Commiunists
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_Laotian generals commandeered a leep’
and beat it to Thailand. But the im-
plications are clear: if we think enouxgh
of Laos to drop bombs in its defense, :
then we ‘must think enough of Laos .
"to send Amerinan troons to its defense,

" The soldlers coming home could find

~thrmeelves in a revolving door. Trey '
~mirht he in it now.

The Laos/Vietham war s not going
. away, ahd if you. buy the Nixon public

" relations job, you can be sure that the
son you have in the first grade thi
year will end up eventually in the sli
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to the Laotian government. We can'tl? :
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‘'The High Stakes in Laos

C U.S, Worries That Hanoi Is in Position
' To Decide Etfect of Fighting on Vietnam

e

* cial though private judgment

! By MAX

FRANKEL

Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON: March 3—
For elmost a decade, the offi-

here has been that the defense
of Laos, the Asian kingdom of
two and a half million people,
is not in itself a vital interest
of ths United States.

i Even Dean Rusk, when he

nificant battleground

struggle for Vietnam.

'defend the self-determination

as such, But it does feel itself
vulnerable' to political and psy-

‘was Secretary of State and be-
. ore he was cast

as a superhawk,
News used to tell visitors

Analysis

-— o cmme

china, that *Laos
is not worth the life of a single
Kansas farm boy.” Thenr as
now, Washington admired the
leisurely Laotiang and wanted
them left to their interminable
.6trife, The diplomats saw no
meed to rush to their defense
with American troops.
persuasively, the generals here
avanted no part of an assign-
‘ment in Laos.

Having meddled throughout
.the nineteen fifties in their in-
}ernal affairs, Washington final-
fy decided in the nineteen six-
ties to let the Laotian princes
live in fragile coalition and
pulled away with a quip: “The
situation -there is ?iisastmus.
,but pot serious,”

in 1961, during:
crises in old Indo-,

More;

chological pressures that North

Vistnam can generate by way|counter-measures,

‘of Laox.
Y\, Campaign Has Begun

In the view of some knowl-
edgeable Asian diplomats and
informed members of Congress,
such pressure has already be-
gun. Though military in form,
7t is believed to be political in
purpose: to persuade the United

American people) that peace in
only through further American

itable. .

By threatening advance in
YLaos,
Hanoi intends . to
Laos’s neighbors In South Viet-
nam and Thailand, to drama-
tize the diminishing strength of
the retreating United States
forces in Southeast Asia, to re-

R (1 1 Néw a Hope

That- temark can still be
he-rd among the top men of!
th; Nixon Administration, but‘
it is uttered -only in hope, no!
donger in jest. For the North'
Vietnamese did not pull away:
from Laos. They have kept
their troops there as insurance
in the war'in South Vietnam,
and thé fear among United
S*ates officials here now is that
& a0l may;decide to send them

. So the Pentagon ‘is flying
hundreds of bombing raids
against the North Vietnamese
in Laos, risking the lives of
Kansas and other boys. The
Central Intelligence Agency
manages a sturdy but outnum-
bered little defense force there

drive home the point, that ne-
gotiation rather ~ thdn “Viets
hamization” is the only way
out of the conflict,

Just as President Nixon is
claiming progress for - "“Viet-
namization” — the process for
turning -all aspects of the war
over to. Saigon forces — Hanoi
is thought to be executing a
grand diversion in Laos to prove
that its forces will never be
contained by South Vietnamese
troops and American alr power
alone, and that United States
withdrawal, without negotia-
-tion, will never bring peace to

:the region. .
o Choice Is Hanol’s

American  officlals  have

Prasident Nixon weaves and :urgently re-examined the situa-

durks whenever the subject of
American involvement arises at
tis news conferences, And even
calm men such as Mike Mans-|
field, the majority leader, are;
provoked into - :mber declara-|
tions of alarm’ on the floor of|
the Senate.. -

v The reason fof" the anxiety
s not the fear that Laos may
Dbecome another Vietnam, but:

5

tion and concede that such a
turn of events is now possible.
They are not sure that the
campaign has actually begun,
hut they recognize the choice
to be entirely Hanoi’s and they
are more worried than ever
before. | -

Elements of the more than|.

40,000 North  Vietnamese
troops beljeved o be in Laos

are said.to.have moved, farther
that Hanol 44 agrin BAHEYT Hefease 2001/03/04

to decide to make Laos a sig- military ‘})lanners doubt that

in thel[they coul
Thejavailable force and no one in
Nixon Administration does notjauthority here believes  that
regard ftself as committed to Conpress or tha American peo-

‘or territorial integrity of Laos|American ground troops to

States Government (and-or theihombing. of Hanoi's forces in
Southeast Asia can be obtainedinotice that he regards the

compromise at the bargaining of- the conflict  itself.

these observers agree;l

kindle antiwar agitation inside| washington are few.
1 the United States and thus to

‘-r" AR
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i
— and sooner in the dry sea-
son — than ever before. They
could, by risking a further ex-
tension of their supply lines
. apainst heavy bombing, cut the
alrcady partitioned Laos in
half yet again.

If they moave on, they will
'no douht be subjected to an
even harder pounding W4 B-52’s
tand stiffer resistance by the
CIA.-run ground forces, But

be stopped with the

ple would sanction the use of

repel the challenge.

| So the Administration has
beeen forced to consider other
ranging
from diplomatic protest to the
|Soviet Union to the . re-

|sumption of some bombing of

has repeatedly warned that he
would take strong action if
North Vietnam attempted to
take advantage of the Amer-

zone. With the accelerated
Laos, he has already served

fighting there as an_ extension

Possibilitles Are Few -

trade off restraint in Laos for
‘cancellation ‘of the B-52 raids
in South. Vietnam. But either

North Vietnam, President Nixon|

jcan withdrawal from the war| -

: Some officials think that thef
frighten| North Vietnamese want to

wyay, the stakes are high and
the wmeasures available _to,'

~ Thus the first point of ap-
peal .is once again Moscow.
That is where President Ken-
nedy found a sympathetic

Nikita S. Khrushchav, who
alsp did not wish to become
more deeply involved in Laos.

Between them, they am :
ranged the 1962 Geneva ac-
cord on coalition and neutral-
ity. for Laos, but the agree-
‘ment could not withstand the
‘strains of major war in Viet-
‘nam, The war has changed
everything, including the op-
_portunities for ‘Soviet-American
"collaboration. . : :
_In stating his minimum,
.Rcace terms, President Nixon

as already firmly linked neu-
trality for Laos with self-de-,
termination for the South Viet-,
namese. Two weeks ago, In his;
address on foreign policy, he
sald the only alternative for
Hanoi to a bargain that meets
thase terms would be contin-
ved “Vietnamization,” mean-
Ing *costly sacrifices while its
| bargaining power diminlshes."”

Hanoi, with Moscow’s bless-
ing, is obviously determined
to prove the opposite, A few
more weeks will show wheth

hearing in- 1961 from Premier .

STATINTL
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O Laos Propped Up by Secret Army
Of US. Civilians and Servicemen

PR

. cated infrastr
been built t9 prop up a Laotian
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' This correspondent, a para-
“troop veteran, has covered
*both the Vietnam war and the
“Secret War” in Laos. Here
he exantines the role of U. S,
advisers in Laos.

By ROBERT KAYLOR

Vientiane, Laos —~ (UPI) — It
was early morning. A sandy-

" haired young man in faded blue

jeans and a sports shirt sat on
& bench in the Air America ter-

" minal, waiting for his flight.

He looked almost like the guy

next door back in the United
States. The only giveaway were
his short haircut and his green
and black jungle boots like the
ones worn by U.S. combat
troops in Vietnam.
" He said he was headed for
the airfield at Long Cheng, for-
ward headquarters of the
“Clandestine Army” of Maj.
Gen. Vang Pao, and from there
back to his job in the hills of
northern Laos.

The American declined to say
just what that job was. When
his plane was ready to leave he
said pood-by, picked up a mi-
litary suitcase, and left,. .
5till the Same .
_That encounter took place
some months before the current
Communist offensive in Laos.
Lao military sources say that
nothing has changed in the in-
tervening months , and that
there are other Americans lik
the one at the terminal, = -
.They are pﬂt of a compli-

ucture that has

b b ABEL L A
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delense establishment that Lachkong River from Laos, and a

and American officials agree
would long ago have collapsed
without their help. :

Part of the infrastructure Is
visible on the surface in the ca-
pital of Vientiane. Part of it,
like'the American in blue jeans
and jungle boots, normally is
not visible in a country that is
technically neutral and where
U.S. military involvement is not
openly admitted, )

Of a total of about §30 persons
the U.S. mission acknowledges
are employed by the U.S. Gov-
ernment in Laos, about 80 or so
are military personnel, working
for the US. Army and Air
Force attache officcs at the
American Embassy here.

But military sources in the
Thailand-Laos region say there
is an American advisory, train-
ing and support system going
far beyond these numbers, It
cuts across the border between
Thailand and Laos. Soma of its
members have civilian status
and some are military men on
tours of temporary duty in
Laos. . .

Hub of System -

In Laos, the hub of the sys-
tem is at Long Cheng, where
Vang Pao’s army of Lao and
Thai mountain tribesmen is
known to be administred and
supervised by the U.S. Central

ization with a passion for secr-
ecy. - .

In Thailand,” the system
works out of several centers.
Among them are the U.S. air
base at Udorn, about 50 miles
from Vientlane; an air base at

Intelligence Agency, an organ™

military complex north of bang-
kok at Lopburi, headquarters
for the Green Berets of the U.S,
Special Forces in Thailand,
Military sources say the U.S.
advisers are jn a support and
training .role that meets the
Nixon Administration’s guide-
fine of no ground troops in
Laos, but that sometimes it can
come close to combat con-
ditions.. ) :

Army Man in Cof;ter ‘ .

For example, a U.S. Army
warrant officer flies an H-34
nilitary helicopter based at
Udorn and belonging to Air
America, a civilian company
under contract to the U.S. Gov-
ernment,. .

His official job is training
Laotians to fly their own helicop-
ters. But when the tricky job of
cvacuating  artillery  pieces
from a Laotian base in danger

of being overrun by the Com-|

munists canie along, it was the
warrant officer and an Ameri-
can crewman who did the flying
rather than Laotians or Air
America’s pilots. -

According to military sources,
most of the ground advisory
functions are run out of Long
Cheng, with only scattered
groups of, advisers working
W volunteer units' in the
uthern part of the country.

Estimated at 300.

It has never been disclosed
how many such advisers there
are, An estimate of about 300
was once published. Lao milita-
ry sources described this figure
us exaggerated, -

‘Air Force contingent operating

-ters and their big brothers, the

‘pilots have

N_‘.‘.’.‘,".‘l“ :ghanom Just across the

When the U.S,. Special Forces

STATINTL

moved into South Vietnam In|:
1961 to take over a somewhat
similar program from the CIA,
they did it with about 400 men.

Military sources say that
some of the men who work with
the clandestine army have
Green Beret backgrounds.

In addition to the ground ad-
visory efforts, military sources
say there Is also a sizable U.S,

in northern Laos on temporary
duty status from Thailand, - ‘
These airmen support the.
U.S. air war in Laos, manning:
radar stations which pick out
targets and run survejllance on
North Vietnam and providing
liaisdn between the Lao and
U.S. air support. .
*"Jolly ‘Green Giant" helicop-

“Buffs,” operate on rescue and
support missions in ‘northern
Laos and have harboring sites
there, military sources say.

In addition, there are the offi-
clally acknowledged civilian
contract airlines, Air America,
Inc., and Continental Air Serv-
ices, which support Lao milita-
Iy forces. Air America flies un-
marked H-34 helicopters which
haul troops and ammunition
and pick up wounded.

Air America has about 210
American employes working in
Laos and more based at Udem,
from where the helicopters fiy.

-It has Americans working at

forward communications sites
in Laos and is known to have
Thai pilots flying choppers. .
Continental  Air  Service,
newer and smaller, - acknow-
ledges about 70 U.S. employes
in Laos. Many of the coniract
military back-
grounds,. . - T v, . .
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'Z"‘*'ﬂ'“ 3. B-52 and tactical bomb-’
“ enai'ors ASk f't ing raids over Laos “are com-
\ parable to or greater, ‘than the’
raids over North Vietnam aty,
7 their heaviest. .
ecre eSSIOn . “‘It also scems clear,” he
gaid, "that we invited the re-
ccn't Communist offensive in’

! ; the Plnin of Jars by encourag-"

lOn l.aOS POhCV : Amerlean:strained, |
cquippcd and directbd Laotian )

( | army to seize'this area last|

1§ WA%HINGTON. March 3¢ September, thus upsetting a
[(AP).—Sen, George S. McGov-1 more or less stable military

-

“

.“

T
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"hearings, has tried uﬂsuccess-
fully to obtain State Dcpart«
ment clearance for publica-’
i ‘tion of the. transcnpt :_ ‘
‘FULL DISCUSSION -

Fulbright, recalling the way":
the United States became in-'
wvolved' In Vietnam, said ho {8
determined that “this time,

whatever the result will be.,

that it is'discussed in full.
““If then they ‘made a deel-
sion to go.down that:-road,-

that's .- their: prlvllego," 3 ,thg '

"% Relations ' Committee, called

cern (D, S. D.), backed by| linc that had existed for sev- y

ﬁchmrman J. W, Fulbright (D.;
u\rk ), ¢f the Senate Foreign:

\Tucsday for .a secret Senatejy
I'session on U. S. operations in<
Laos. ¢

But Sen. George D. Aiken of
£Vermont, the Scnate’s senjor |
LBcpubhcan said he does noty

,share the concern of many ;
Hgenators that Laos could turn
‘into ‘another Vietnam. .

s o

it egggt did,” Aiken told re-
\iporters, “it would create such
Lan upheaval in this .country”
tthat any good resulting from a
'flrm U. S. stand would be un-
dermmed
f; Aiken said that, in some re-’
» spects, the shift in the focus of
‘the Southeast Asian war from [
aVIetn-am to Laos is “a good’
1’mgn." He sald it means

“North Vietnam Is getting 8 1305 op within the country,'“

hxttle discouraged in the Southt:
i and is devoting more attention
to Laos for bargaining pur-f
i poses." 3

On-the Senate floor the tone i
‘continued to be critical of the.
‘Nixon Administration, with
‘three Democratic senators—
McGovern, Fulbright ad Stu-

lhe attack.
LFSSOl\ OF VIETNAM

“In spite of the painful les-
' sons of Vietnam,"” McGovern
asserted, "‘we are going down
the same road in Laos, and we
are doing ‘it in secret.”

The South Dakotan, one ofl
the earliest Senate*eritics of

CIA PERSONNEL

|sa1d there has been no build-

 art Symington of Mlssouri-on| change of policy, 1 would not

eral years,

“There 'is growmg evidence
that .th sWLY | American’
i militAty" personnel — appar-}
‘ently in civilian garb--are dl-'
:recting Laotian mxutary op-
" erations,” he sald.

Defense Secretary Melvm
R. Laird, talking to reporters,é :

PP

ther cmlian or mlhtary - in
:Laos.

The secretary was asked
‘about McGovern's stalement.
vithat there ‘has been more
'and more American airpower,s
;American advisers and CIA*
‘operatives” In Laod,’ Co ‘3

“1 can categorica]ly state
there has been no buildup of”

Individuals mpsghpmowmaﬂl"
(or. military on the ground 1n} i

up of U, S. manpower — ei-}

i

- ha said, ) PRI
POLICY REVIEW' =~ '

+; Laird ‘also sald U, 8. pollcy
‘toward military * support of ;
.the Laotian government is:un-,
'der " continuing review - but!
“whether there will' be a

make any prediction.”
T'ulbright, noting the Ad-
ministration’s refusal to per<)
mit publication of the. tran.!
script of Senate hearings on"
U. S, "involvement’ in Laos,
| sald “unless it is made pub.}
‘lie, T don't see any alterna-’
'tive” to the kind of secretj
session urged by. McGovern,- ..{ :

the Vietnam War and a likely
contender for his party's 1972|
Presldenual nomine }}gg, lt[d

it el SNG4 4 TR} A,

z

Symington, chairman of theA
Fm-eign Relations. subcommit.,

B
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%The Hidden Wa'r\
() Analysts Doubt Conflic

Into Another Vietnam

*They Say Neither Side Plans
Expansion; Dcbate Is Secn
Aimed at Pressuring. Nixon

L o '

But U.S. Involvement Is Wide

By ROBERT KEATLEY ,
Staff Reporter of THRE WALL STREET JOURNAL
! WASHINGTON~“Once again, we scem to
:be heading down the same tragic road of esca-
lation. ... Once again, the American Govern-
ment seems to be trying to hide from the

‘American people the extent of our involvement ’

‘there.”

* «The speaker is 8en. Frank Moss, not nor-
mally outspoken on foreign affairs, and the
‘aubject 13 Laos—more a geographic whim than
‘& nation—whose fragile neutrality has been
‘marred by gimfire ever since the 1962 Geneva
cconference supposedly established peace. .The

. ‘Utah Democrat, like many of his Capitol Hill

. icolleagues these days, fears the Nixon Admin:

"= -{stration may sneak this country into anothei

‘frustrating Asian war (much as critics charge
the Johnson Administration did in Vietnam)
while pretending that nothing much is really
happening. ' '
© Quite”da bit, in fact, is happening in Laos.
But charices of Laos becoming '‘another Viet-
nam”--with U.8. ground troops slogging after:
an elusive enemy-—seem extremely remots to
rast snalysts here, desplte considerable and
#% .ntinuing U.S. involvément there,

No Big Batiles .

. Officials who worry about Laos flatly reject
predictions that big battles involving Ameri-
‘eand are coming in that odd mountainous King-’
‘dom of the Million Elephants and the Royal

White Parasol (its official title), Talks with in-'

“formed sources lcad to these conclusions:
—The Communists, who have Just recap-
tured tho Plaine des Jarres (usually labeled
“stratogic'’) and rostored battlo Unes roughly
‘o 1082 positions, have about halted thelr south-
‘westward offensive, though some small-scalo
attacka continue nearby. Instead of moving on,.
-most units are resting, regrouping bnd trylng
‘to mend thelr overextended supply lines, which
are being blasted by U.S. and Laotion planes.
., ~More important, according to U.S. ana-
Iysts, Communist troops don't seem interested
in puwshing much further, For political and mili-;
tary reasons, Hanol apparently has no plans to:

- +but not_increase. Some Pentagon aides,

t

| gional pressures to'*‘do something more'” about

‘In Laos Will Escalate {needsin Laos e ¥

““yictory' over Salgon's foes.

WALL STREET JOURNAL

army” of CGen. Vaug Pao) who do fight the bullets (and probably some oplum) for these
Communists effectively, will probably continue troops, while massive U.S. alr strikes, some-
in fact, times by B-52s, blast the jungle in hopes of dis-
§n Laos rupting North Vietnamese supply lines, Little
of this 13 ever acknowledged publicly. :

That’'s not all. American helicopters move.
hite House (with much Gen. Vang Pao between battles and press con-
help from Defense Secretary Melvin Laird) ‘terences, Thailand-based U.$, jets blast Ha-

would Hke to trim U.S. bombing ralds
if only for budgelary reasons, Despite occa-

| seems determined to keep American foot 80l- noi’s troops as they try to overrun his moun-,
'diers out of that country. ’

) tain outposts (he has lost nearly 200 in the past
—And some distraught Senators and Con- couple of years) and American-imported Thals,
gressmen, though sincerely concerned about Nationalist Chinese and Filipinos perform as-
: sorted technical and military tasks in Laos.
Guessing at the Cost }
There are no official statistics worth tho
name ahout how nmich manpower and money.
the U.8. parlicipation costs, Some guesses
claim that roughly 200 U.8. airmen have been
‘1ost in Leos in recent years, and that the war
Jeffort costs Washington some $250 million an-
‘nually; the official aid figure is currently $43
;million,
,  However,.the apparent objectives of all par-
'ties concerned still seem to be limited, despite
the current furor about alleged ‘“‘escalation.”
:Consider the Communist side.

Officinlly, the Red troops are Pathet Lao, or

i

3\0"‘ Laotian Communists nominally headed by
Y ‘ c R Prince Souphanouvong, a half-brother of Pre-
. e mier Souvanna Phouma. Actually, most -of the
. THAI LAND combat forces are North Vietnamese, and
. vl Hanol exercises tight control over all Pathet
0 100 200 Lao actions. Of the 14,000 troops who recently

captured the Plaine des Jarres (named for an-
cient burial urns found there), some 709 are
said to be Norlh Vietnamese; Hanol's men
comprise the fighting units while the Pathef
Lao natives serve largely as coolies. :
_ Hanol was obviously upset by Gen. Vang

) Pao’s unexpected seizure of the plain last fall;
"~ :huge Red arms caches were uncovered, includ-

the possibility of an- escalating Laotlan WAar, {ng pging Russian tanks and trucks. Thus, sim-
may have other motives for speaking out. BY ple revenge was one motive for the recent
complaining about Laos, critics of the Vietnam counterattack., But rather sophisticated politi-
war can revive public concern about Aslan con- ¢a] reasons seem more important to most ana-

[ e commias emomnn mmoee |
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flicts, perhaps hoping to speed troop withdraw- jyste here, - :

als trom Vietnam or at loast to deter the Nixon )
’ S The plain is traditionally the stronghold of
team from suddenly sceking some. HIUSOIY s eraint forces who form one part of the
ALl fhis indicates that big-time war in Laos“omda’l tripartite government  established in
: ) 1962. Rightlsts and Communists are the other
fsn't likely. The Communists aren't seeking it,
’ {actions. However, the neutral forces have spit
the Americans want to avold it and many crit- P o e
, ; : into -“our”’. neutralists and “their” neutralists,
ics here don't really expect it. The current up- ° o
with the Plaine des Jarres campaign having
roar, for most parties concerned, is largely a put “thelr” neutralists firmly in charge.
conzpée:: poligcgl a;:\«;l Ef opaganda e;; ercise di'- Thus, if and when énothcr peace.conference
7 owar o iVetnam war and an even- . ‘
tsécllesettlement there. - i is held for Laos, the new government could be
This doesn’t moan thore 18 no bloody fight- composed of American-backed Premier Hou-
ing In Laos; many pedrogeled Laatian troops, JWAN% ety (LTI Sropietenta:
who would rather he back home at villags fairs.” Anol-cort i j pre: -
pursuing food end girls, aro-being killed dmlyim;f:f{ ";V['glllsm\v];n‘xldu]i;m:‘:’?pllzatt aNf(:‘tt‘;”%F"t"“"‘“‘
without any clear idea whut the shooting s all M© ¢ HUDSC cab to Norin vienhm,
about. And yesterday tho U.E. Embassy in and would make much casier a possible total
Laos confirmed that the first American known' take-over by the Reds some day.
to havie dled d;rirég ltJ[le I;llaines 1deﬁ; Ja{r?f Cregtlng a Dilemma . he G
campaign was J. C. Maerki, a clvilian heli- ther motives also seem to gulde the Com-~
copter pilot from Fort Worth, Texas, was munists. The Americans must “first of all, stop
killed by a sniper while flying a supply mis- using the U.S. Alr Force to homb Laotian terri-
sion there. ‘tory,”” demanded an official North Vietnamese,

luse its 50,000 or so soldlers in Laos to over-
throw the officlal government or to grab addi-
tional chunks of real estate, even though,the(
1li-led troops of Laos’ opium-trading, tennls-:
'playing generals probably couldn't stop them if;
Jihey tried, . ' C i
. —B8ecret American support, essential “to.

those_ioualy SURRSY (i5e, Frlipdeuine Al RN I LG

Moreover, the Nixon Administration, like foreign minisiry statement last week. But
the Johnson, Kennedy and Eisenhower regimes many in Washington believe Hanoi isn't weep-
before it, has been deliberately misleadingiing for its Laotian allies; it really wants &
ahout the extent of U.8. involvement in Laos. hymbing halt along the Ho Chl Minh trail,
It’s known that the Central Intelligence Agenc\yhich funnels men and material into South
finances a ‘‘secret war” of sorts therc. Ex- Vietnam. . ‘ C

Green Berets in muffl train and sometlmes: This theory holds that the;Plgin_‘e qeg 3;!.&‘1‘98':"'

command antl-Communist - Laotian f°"°“1¥hmpa,ﬂgn,‘ plus other. Red pressures, Is an ef-.

Obwmd’derﬂf‘ Souvanna into calls’

continun®

%



A

‘ate a dilemma for the Nixon Administration.

| nto making new concessiond In search of Viet.

| munist attempt to take over Laos. North Viet-

| pressure to settle internal political disputes. |
For Moscow, this-is a rather comtmta‘ule sta- i

1 turn to obscurity, serving mainly as a rugged,
4§ China on one side and the U.8. ally of Thailand

|of whimslcal French colonial mapmakers; it

‘| Military Credibility

ing off Anﬁg to\ved ForRelegsé

him for an f the bombing raids would cre-

It could agree, making Red resupply in South .
Vietnam infinitely easier, or it could reject the
appeal and bomb a friendly nation whose gov-
eérnment wants a halt.

Propaganda conslderations are also impor-
tant to the Communists, Hanol has rencwed
war fear in the U.S. by demonstrating that its
forces can go anywhere in Laos they desire de-
spite American-backed efforts to thwart them,
One goal is probably to pressure Mr. Nigon

nam peace.
Howcver, all these stop short of any ("om-

riam still pays lip service to the Geneva ne-
cords that established the tripartile govern-
ment and declared it ncutral. Presumably, Ha-
noi’s leaders fecl this oft-violated agreement
may still prove useful some day when peace |
treatics are wrilten for both Laos and South
Vietnam.

Unprediciable Americans ! ‘

In addition, an element of fcar probably re-

tards the North Vietnamese advance in Laos;
they just don't know what the unpredictable
Americans will do next, Analysts here doubt
that Hanoi expected U.S. bombing raids follow-

ing the Gulf of Tonkin incident of 1964 or Amer- |

ican troop deployments in the south.a year
later. A big push In Laos could trigger yet an-
other “irrational” American response, in their
view, even includitig bombing of Hanoi itself.

Also, the Comniunists may be worried about
contindation of aid from Russia. The Soviet|
Union recognizes the Souvdnna government |
and, with the Americans, occasionally cxerts|

tus quo that diminishes Communist Chinede in-

|| fluence. The Russians probably wouldn’t cut |
off their considerable arms-aid if Hanol upset|
| the balance in Laos, but the North Vietnamese |

may not be entiroly sure, say analysts hore,

It this leaves North Vietnamose objecctlves|

somewhat limited, the same 18 even more {rue
for the Americans.
The U.8, hope is that Laos can somehow re-

butfer between Communist North Vietham and
on the other. The country is.largely a product

has few claiims to nationhood such as ethnic or
linguistic unity, or a viablo econdiny. Smug-
gled gold and opium are the main exports; the,
Laotian flnancé minister some time ago told a
visitor things had improved because his col-
leagues were only stealing cnough state funds
to eat and not enough to get rich (it that doubt-
ful claim was ever true, there has been & re-
lapse gince then, according to all reports). *

Thus, the U.S. will continue to bankroll
Prince Souvanna and his government, a.nd»
Gen. Vong Pao's tribal army will continue to'i

| get American air support and arms, by all ac-

90-1103/04->C| A\RBP8 0 60TR000700050001-2

‘trouble, analysts say.

~ One example of a tactic abandoned: Thai
artillery units financed by the Americans
fought last year as Laotian troops, in clear vio~

lation of the Geneva accords. However, they
have been removed. If Thali troops had been
captured by the Communisis, a major political
uproar could have ensued. Hanol's allies would
"durcly display such prisoners and give maxi-
mum publicity to such an obvious infraction of
‘the Geneva ngroements~-glving the U.S. 91
mijor headache,

Howcver, some Thals still 11y Roynl L.Lommu
Alr Force planes, it is clalmed, and others per-
form technical tasks. For this and other rea-
sons, covert U.S, involvement is lkely to con.;
tinue, And it the Communisis do make some’
unexpected push in Laos, a reflex reaction by
the Nixon Administration could at least tempo-:
- rarily enlarge the American role there,

" But such a move by the Administration isn’t

: comidered likely, partly because Congress. has

grown so aroused about Laos, Says GOP Sen.‘
. Charles Mathias of Maryland: “I was a mem-'
ber of Congress as we slid into Vietnam, and I
didn’t ask the questions then that I should
have, and I can tell you that I am golng to ask
them now.”

Such hard questmnlng will make it difficult’
for the White House to escalate in Laos even if
it wants to. The Scnate yesterday attemoon ‘de-~
' yoted considerable time to dire warnings about
the consequences of-U.S. actions in Laos. In a
National Press Club speech ‘tomorrow, Demo-
i cratic Ben. "Edmund Muskie of ‘Maine is’ ex-
,pected ‘to attack Nixon policy on both Vie am’

counts.. The justification is that this prevents a )

rout by. Hanoi and gives the Laotian regime
some militaty credibility. i
But 1f's clalmed that senior officlals hera’
ag ~hard questions whenever worried hawks'
emand “action” agalnst the Reds in Laos.|
What will'{t accomplish, and where will it lcad
us? the. skeptics. demand, “Hence . the - U.8.4
passes up or abandons. mgyps; that, might have
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Fulbrlght quotes 'hlgh admsms‘l’rahon aide”” v e

Laos more vital N’mw Vied?

e 2 s

! J. William Fulbright, D-Atk., says a high °
‘-offlcml in the Nixon Administration has told
"the Senate ‘Foreign Relations Committee Laos’
‘is even more important to the United States
than Vietnam.

}. In a senate speech yesterday, Sen. Ful-

'bnght committee chairman, said .it ‘‘scares -

‘me to-death. It suggests an ominous and dan—
gerous future for us in that remote country.” .
Sen. Fulbright declined to identify the offi- |
lcials. Richard Helms, CIA director, was before
‘the committec Monday but Sen.. Fulbright
gave no indication Mr. Helms was the man.

- In other developments involving Laos.

e Defense Secretary Melvin R, Laxrd testi-
fying before the House Armed Services Com- :
mittee, said “I can categorically state that|
there has been- no buildup of indwxd,uzalls,I
‘'whether civilians or military, on the ground or;
_within the country.”

e Sen. Stephen W. Young, D-Ohio, told the,
Senate that U.S. defense contractors.and gen-i
cerals “‘seemed to be leading us into another !
.ground and air war in Southeast Asia,” Sen.:
‘Young said Laos is "certamly not worth the’
life of one American soldier.”

e The State Department gave a '“‘no com-:
ment” to reports Laotian Premier Prince Sou-
‘'vanna Phouma has asked for increased U.S.
1a1r support against North Vlemamese forces
'in Laos.

i The State ‘Department said Sept. 24 there
were about 2,100 Americans in Laos, including
500 U.S. ‘Government personnel; 1,300 depen- .
“dants; 11 Fulbnght scholars, businessmen and -
newsmen; some missionaries, and a few mem-
{bers of two foundations.

* The administration’s appareat reasoning,
Sen. Fulbright said, is that if Laos falls, Thai-
“land will be next. He said officials also were -
tconcerned Hanoi might threaten to wipe out
( the government of Souvanna Phouma unléss
' he orders Americans to halt bombing of the Ho |
-Chi Minh trail that runs thru Laos, connectmg
the two chtnams

o I this - happcm, the admmxstrgtxon was saxd
to fear, Hanoi would be free. to infllirate as.
_many. men and supplies as needed inta South
Vietnam and ﬁeverely retard u. S. troop thh-'
drawals.

RITE

v .w Sen. Fulbrlght sm mu thxs*dexdomtdates tshm
“iragllity" of the, admipistration’s vietnamiza-

- cipation in the war, *

WASIIINGTON
ILY NEWS
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‘tion program to end gradually Amerman parﬁ-
The real U.S. concern, Sen. Fulbrlght saxd =
“js the power of mainland China, or more

raccurately the. extension of that.power beyond
“‘China’s. borders.” He said it was in the nation-
“al interest to deal with Chinese “hostility” to-
- ward the U.S. but “fighting wars in'peripheral,

insignificant countnes xs certainly not the best
way to do this." (UPD

- oM ' .
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o U.S. Raids the Key,|

Souvanna Asserts |

VIENTIANE, Laos (AP)—Laos would be taken over by EMonxda in the far southern
{North Vietnam if U.S. air strikes were halted, -says Laotian}re.acheg of Laos near the border -

1 Premier Souvanna Phouma. iwith. South Vietnam and Cam-

STATINTL
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= e g e

1 said.

lin an interview with the Colum-
bia PBroadcasting System, a
transcript of which was released
{by the Lao government yester-

day. :

Souvanna denied any knowl:
edge of U.S. B52 raids in Laos)
and refused to comment on the
activities of the U.S. Central In-

Souvanna made the comment|

telligence Agency in Laos.

military invelvement "in Laos,
Souvanna said: ‘““When the need
is felt, we ask for supplies. We,
also ask for American air inter-
vention fo watch the infiltration
routes_and bomb the invaders.”

He said that without U.S, alp:
support “the entire country will
become Communist—the entirel
country will be taken over by,
the North Vietnamese,”
He sald he had asked for more!
American aid, mainly rifles, to}
replace obsolete ones now used|
by the Lao army. )
“We still have World War II
carbines, Garand rifles and so
on. Yet the enemy has ferrible
fire power with its AK47s,’” he
said.

Souvanna said he would ask.
for still more aid ““if necessary.”
{ “1 think the United States
| should agree to increase the aid
we have received and which
we need,” he asserted.

Souvanna said North Vietnam
had always “wanted to dominate
us.” He said he ‘was not afraid
that Laos would become another
Vietnam.

. “That's why I opposed the in-
troduction of foreign troops into
.|our country,” he said. .

| Government informants said,
meantime, that Souvanna told
‘| his military commanders yester-
{day he thought the Communist

B

Asked about the extent of U.S.,

activity in the panhandle ‘‘of

Vang Pao Doesn’t Allend

Souvanna and his military
commanders were said to have
agreed to press more noncom-
battant soldiers into service in
the front lines to alleviate a
manpower shortage.

Gen, Vang Pao, whose Ameri-
can-supported clandestine army
has done most of the fighting
against the North Vietnamese
around the Plain of Jars, did not
attend the session as is his habit

with such high-level talks,

Van Pao’s army is now com-!
posed of about 6,000 people —'
many youths about 15 years of
age. .

The general was reported to
be too busy with tactical duties
to fly to Vientiane yesterday.
Thero was no word on his recov-
ery from what were described
as minor head injuries suffered
in a plane crash Saturday.

Lao OQuiposts Fall

Since the North Vietnamese!
took the Plain of Jars and
Muong Soui, there has been a
relative lull in the area of the
plain, although the Reds are.
continuing to build up their sup-
plies of food and ammunition.

In southern Laos, however,
Laotian military officials said
two government outposts were
aaptured by the Reds—one Mon-
day, the other early today.

One high-ranking offdicial
called the increase of military

very great concern,” perhaps a
diversion from the Plain of Jars,
.- The camp captured this mom-
ing was situated 15 miles south
of Thakkek on the border with
Thailand. Three Laotian arm

trucks were reported destroyed,
but there were no accounts of;

“laim was to recapture all the

ternational reported

LANSICTYT R P ¥ Y RPNt
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land they held when the 1962
Geneva conventiondeclared

"|Laos neutral, United Press m‘iﬂ‘&.'W:"O#m;;ﬂtﬂ&!s.ﬁo}%

casualties, ' . . ‘
A delayed report said North'
Vietnamese: troops: had seized,

“It is the duty of the United States to protect us hecause, like'bodia.  The attackers, officials
other nations which signed the Geneva accords, it must assure the; ¢
independence, territorial integrity and neutrality of Laos,” ye

said, used a flame thrower and.
bazookas and knocked out the:
post’s communications shack in
the first salvo.

A report from Saigon saMd,;
meanwhile, that waves of car-
rier-based US. Navy jeis

‘bombed the Ho Chi Minh Trail’

last. night and today in contim'
ing strikes in southern Liaos,

U.S. communiques said the:
Navy jets from carriens on Yan-
kee Station flew no missions in
Vietnam for the second time in-
three days. Official sources re-

rted they were all busy bomb-

!ing Instead in Laos. -

The Navy jets have teamed
with Air Force B52s in :
the  Ho Cli Minh T: '

P ARy
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Fulbright ' ‘
"Scared’ by AR
1 Laos Talk B

Sen, J. Willlam Fulbright,]

'
¢ t*ﬂll'

calling it “most’ illuminating.”: T AT

D-Ark., says that high-ranking
Nixon administration officials
thave indicated that they consid-

'er Laos even more important
,than Vietnam.
. “The fact that high officials of
the administration thinks this
scares me to death,” Fulbright,
chairman of the Senate Forelgn
:Relations Committee, said yes-
terday. “It suggests an ominous
" ,and dangerous future for us in
that remote country.”
. Fulbright delined to identify
Iwhat officials he meant, but The
Associated Press reported he
was referring to a high State

Department official who twice in

recenf weeks made the argu-
ment’ in conversation with com-
mittee members,

“The government of the United
States may soon have to de-
cide whether to go all the way in
Laos - that is, to make it an-
other Vietnam — or to get out,”
Fulbright said. .

" Asks ‘Close Hard Look’

“If Vietnam was important
enough to Justify the commit-
ment of half a million American
troops, then in their view, how,
many mors could justifiably be
committed in Laos, which is one
of the few worse places tha Vict-
nam to fight a war?” he said, _

Calling it “wildly absurd” to
say that Laos and Vietnam, sin-
gly or together, -have the capa-
bility of harming the United
J5tates, Fulbright said that the
‘timc has come to take “a close

hard look” at the American in
terest in Laos. - o
| The Senator reférred to an ar-

Fullbright, who'placed his state-:
ments and The Star article in
the Congressional Record, indi-
cated he believed the story pre-
sented insights into administra-
tion views of Laos, ,
“Tor the first time, American
bombing of the Plain of Jars is
explicitly related to Americanj
bombing of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, but in a most curious
way,’ he said, ¢ e

Cites ‘A Suspicion®

“On the one hand, we are told;
that bombing in the north—{ -
which, be it noted, did not pre-
vent a Communist takeover of
the Plain of Jars—has already
diverted planes from attacks on
the Ho Chi Minh trail,” Ful4
bright said. ' SRR

“On the other hand” he said,
“we are told that if we do not
prevent a Communist victory in
the north—presumably by more
bombing—then we will have to!
sto? bombing the trail anyway.!

T'urther, Fulbright said, thei
administration view appears to
be that if American air Strikes.
against the Ho Chi Minh Trail -
are stopped, then hopes for Viet-,
namization will be destroyed, .

. “This- confirms a suspicison
mapy of 'ys- have had about the
fragility .ofthe policy of Vietr
nargization.” fie.saida s o S

o

-!ticle by George Sherman which
Appeared. o ; The xﬁwnaﬁmi

. o o R S r
. X v
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Editorials—

* " There Must BeNo Delay
- InClearing Up Laos Role

‘ West Virginia’s Sen. Robert C. Byrd,
“the No. 3 man in the Senate’'s majority
leadership, was absolutely right in call- .
" ing on the government to reveal the full
extent of this country’s involvement in
Laos—a situation that could well lead to
-another Vietnam in Southeast Asia,
. Byrd, whose stature and conservative
viewpoint should add to the effectiveness
.of his petition, thus joins a growing
group of senators—mainly liberals but
including both Republicans and Demo-
_crats—in demanding that the Nixon ad-
ministration disclose what Sen. Frank
Church, D-Idaho, described as a need for

. “the truth and the whole truth” on US,

{ activities in Laos.

; So far, the administration has been so
| secretlve, evasive and misleading about
“what we're doing in Laos that Sen.
;. Albert Gore, D-Tenn,, has suggested we
{ may be in violation of the 1962 Geneva
' Agreement ‘guaranteeing Laos’ neutrality
Y-apd a big power hands-off.

. Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird,
. for example, has’ assured Congress that -
t_President Nixon would not send ground
“troops to fight in Laos without the con-
- sent of Congress. i

 ..Yet, CIA agents, former Green Berets,
“and MNALY :"a'tl- i

themselves in Laos, causing Sen. Charles
| Mathias Jr., R-Md., to charge that *“‘du-
ibious disguises” are being used in Laos
{and “each one subverts the constitutional
| powers of the Congress.” .

. “Can the reservation of warpowers to

signating soldiers as agents of the Cen-

\/kthe Congress be circumvented by rede-

itral Intelligence Agency or as military

‘advisers?”” Mathias asked—and it is per-
tinent to point out that this is precisely
how we got so deeply involved in the
mess in Vietnam. o .

Carrying the pretense still farther,
President Nixon takes comfort in charg-
ing that a big difficulty in Vietnam is the
credibility gap of prior Democratic ad-
ministrations. The President is correct in-
accusing his Democratic predecessors of
a credibility gap—but never has there
been such a credibility gap as now exists
iin Laos. '

One thing about Vietnam is.that it
.always has been given full news cover-
age—by mewspapers, press associations,
television, radio and the news magazines
—but newsmen in Laos have been sub-
ijected to all kinds of obstacles. -

Indeed, when three Western newsmen
made their way fo the government base
at Long Cheng—where they reported

difoi-Rerdasmonga oyic it BHRUH (801 Roanzon

‘by Laotian army troops, and the Us. -

‘gmbassador to Vientiane issued.s atate-. namesn. involy

: CIA-RDP80-01601

_reported seeing more than 50 armed U.S.
< personnel, U.S. Air Force helicopters and

lvisers” are falling over .

Vietnam—and the signs of a parallel}
“adventure in Laos—the Nixon adminis-§

|

i

ment saying “the American mission h

lost any interest in helping out the presg
whatsoever bhecause of what happeneq:
this afternoon.” ‘

While influential members of the Sen-
ate—including Majority Leader Mike
Mansficld, Stuart Symington, Frank
Church and Albert Gore, as well as
Republicans Charles Percy, John Sher-

“man Cooper and Charlés Mathias—have

been unable to break the veil of secrecy
imposed by the White House, the Penta-
gon and the State Dcpartment, there is
growing evidence we are getting more
and more deeply involved. .

In the growing military activity, CIA
agents directed Gen. Vang Pao’s opera- i
tions and U.S. fighter-bombers based in
Thailand bombed North Vietnamese and
Pathet Lao forces. And on Feb, 18, for
the first time in the history of the
Laotian war, US. B52s flying from

STATINTL

-

Guam and Okinawa were reported bomb- |

ing Communist forces in the Plain of
Jars. The American and French news-
men who got to the Long. Cheng base

U.S.-made planes during a two-hour stay

in the eamp.

As Mathias pointed out, these activities
would appear to “clearly violate the

- spirit” of two congressional actions last

year: the “National Commitments Reso-
iution” requiring specific Congressional
approval for every new engagement of
American troops abroad, and the Coop-
er-Church amendment to the Defense
Appropriations Act, which prohibits fund-
ing of any U.S. ground combat troops in .
either Laos or Thailand. Also, since the
U.8. has no treaty commitments in Laos,
this also appears to be in conflict with
the “Nixon doctrine,” which calls for a
reduced role for U. 8. forces in Asia
consistent with: the keeping of our treaty§
commitments,

In the face of our sad experience in]

tration, as Sen, Byrd suggests, owes a’
¢ull explanation, We also should act

.promptly on Sen. Mathias® call, support- |
. ed by Sen. Mansfield, for a reconvening

“of the 1962 Geneva Convention on Laos,*
_which produced the “neutralization™ of .

the country, to settle the situation.. And,”

.as Sen, Cooper proposes, the congression- -

al prohibition against funding of any U.S. g
ground combat iroops in either Laos or .
Thailand should be extended to air, na-

i

Q
repetition of the mistakes of our Viet-
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Washington—-8enate  Democratic- Leader Mike | 7 @ v )
Mansficld (D-Mont.) charged yesterday that Amer- i\

jca is “up to our necks” in Laos and the presence r—...... il : ton such urs could be ;——-—n . 5,

“ l : e that a great nation such as ou el

there of U.S, forces cannot be camouflaged any w:;;r“]; ¢ majorgrr‘nilitary, oporation in. a foreign ;
longer. sthout the knowledge of either its citizens or

| *The time is short; the time is now to face up 1o f&“{‘,ggg:"c’;;’f,’ !

k the implications of this worsening situation Jn Laos,” } ™ 10 charged that there has been an increasing *

t Mansfield said in the Senate after CIA Dircetor “buildup of American airpower, advisers and CIA op-

- Richard Helms testificd before a (:lqsed session of the | eratives, “Onr reverne-gnt—and the Laolian govern-_
Senate Foreign Relations Commitlee, y ment—nas. a' dehiberate policy . designed to prevent |
e ) s e o= either the press or the Congress from learning the
Mansficld’s fears were echoed today by Sen, . p s "

George S, McGovern (D-SD.), who said in a pre. :?:;ﬁi fand extent of American involvement in Laos, 4
vnrcq Scnate speech, “In spite of the painful lessons | But. at least one Laotian official reportedly feels |

: V'et"(*;“"" we are going d?wn"the same road in' | that the U.S. involvement is too restricted. The News

Jog, and we are doing it in secret. . . . Yor? "“ineg said today that Laotian Maj. Gen. Tiao
MgGoverp cl]allenged the administration to dis- | S..... ~; has complained that U.S. aerial support |

~ote its policy in Southeast Asia, called for a full- : has been denied his forces in northern Laos because |
¢..cale Senate debate, and said thal the public should ! the U.S. has put the area off limits to its bombers. i

" be told the nature and scope of the U.S. involvement, |~ Sayavong and the four other commanding gen-| .
’j’ . Others who expressed fears about Lwos after listena 1 erals of the military regions in Laos have been sum-! _ = s
\_/ ipg to Helms were Sen. Albert Goie (1)-feim.), who '

“moned to an emergency mecting today in Vientiane

e } by Premier Prince Souvanna Phouma, informed gov-,

; ; iOn is g t sources said last night L : .

iwered yes when asked if the siluation 1% becomipg - | } ernmen st night. S,

‘ ;:so;:;:igal in Laos, and Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D- |3 Across the border in South Vietnam, American B-- s |
'Xok ), said that he was “extremely apprehensive.® %U {52 bombers rained tons of explosives yesterday on the ;

4 ;‘ 'g::uing to do everything I can to try to persuaGo ;L Mekong Delta’s Seven Mountains region. The jets T T

the a'ministration of the dangers of inercased in‘er- hi) pounded staging and storage enclaves in four missions,

s e o e e — ————

. . . ' ight miles from the Cambodian border. Dam- .
. i;.. =~ " Fulbright said. .{ -about eig _ ' : . |
“"I';l'x-l-bri"ht s .‘*egdid not belicve that President ;i age assessments were not disclosed. . i ’
Nixon wa;t s any greate: involvement. But there is a iI.  Elsewhere, three mnore American helicopters were

; : ' i Tray _Jost. One American pilot was killed when a helicopter
fla‘nner, I:u,.“;{;mitnzald' that e U.S. will be drawn " ferrying Korean troops developed engine trouble and
into grea or |8 r ; : q hed. The two other helicopters were shot down

A1 id, y ~ur sverexieiled |- crashed. p R
corrﬁw?iﬁ??ftdi?lg(’nnﬂ:stdﬂ::igr :I):‘e;]:r!n\i:f concil- | :::atnasl;igf thg crewmen were rescued, a U.S. spokes.
H : mon it— |- . L . _ )
i;edﬂ[rng1‘mgsew;%]3uklggl?én&a‘:;f \::: l;in 3:: jt L On the political {ront, a Vietnamese military court - SR
:u?rto]our necks. The involvement is so transparcnt on {;]:cqssed '.Il‘mﬁll lt?mor{?hv: tb:nu(:}‘:alarois N&t!o?;lc ﬁssem: R
both sides a3 to make less than uscless the effort to 3/ iﬁﬁ:ﬁvﬁm@f tg:chia ﬂllli‘ee'ittbrge)r‘a'b(?ycottedm"t'alo’
| maintain the fiction of the (Geneva) nccqrd or even | o\ sin ynnd g T, relused ol the
1o exchange charge and counter-charge of violations." ‘:P o ‘s_. oA TR R A "

Mansficld soid that a close u.s. conncs:lmr'\ with |-casé. ase, .. - it M "")"_5.5.‘..‘.':
Laotian government forces had rpsulted in “a f}ll‘- MM-
ther ‘American zation’ of the war in qus o \\zhlch
seems to be nratching the effort to ‘Vm.tnamlze the
{hi\um‘inn “in South Vietnam. If the mililary scesiw-y , ) S,
| pocs down in Vietnam only to r}se in Laos, our . Ll e
| situation will not have improved; it will have wor- o S .
v sened,” he said, Mansfield called for a new conference : :
| of partics % the 1962 Geneva accord- and suggested
Ol" that the scope be widened, - o 1 -
1 McGovern, in his speech today, said, “We not only :

do not know the truth about our l.wavy involvement ‘ L -
[ in Laos, but we are increasingly in the dark about- . _ , o
_what is really going on in Vietnam, It is absolutely:
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g ‘Up to Our ‘Necks®

In Laps M ansheld

Y
o Mumg mld .Washington Post Wire. :
‘ WASHINGTON=: Senate Majority Leader Mlke Mans-
Mield (D., Mont.)- said. Monday that the United States .is in- )
'volved mlhtarlly in Laos “up to our necks” and that the pres- )
rJence there of Amerlcan forces "cannot be camouflaged’ any‘
40 " jonger.”
* " Mansfield and other critics "
" of the U.S. involvement in.
~ Southeast Asia spoke -after |
~CIA, Director Richard Helms
. ™festified in a closed session of §
‘“"the Senate Foreign Relatlons\
*+ Committee,

ALTHOUGH HELMS was

. called to testify on the need

- for expansion of the Safe-?

~ guard anti-ballistic missile

. system, many of the questions

i dealt with the scope of U.S,

p: activities in Laos, according

f' ‘ to senators who were present.
1

. Sen, Mansficld “There wak some considerable
s o » "corral involvement® discussion on it,” one said. -
Sen, AlBert Gore (D,
Tenn,) gaid that after hearlng Helms he was “more concerned:
now than I was before the meeting.” Committee Chairman J.
William Fulbright (D., Ark.) said he was “very afraid we are |
gradually being sucked into a new Vietnam- -type war.”
¥ ‘Mansfield, in his strongest statement on the shadowy
tu.s. presence in Laos, urged the President and Congtess {0 -
Fucorral” the “‘open- .endcd military involvement In a part of
the world which is not directly vital to our security.” N
¥ _in a speech on the Senate floor, Mansfield said: :
3‘{ “Notwithstanding the Geneva accord of 1962, the North)i
i Vietnamese are decply. involved in this military situation. So,
’too is the United States, Press reports indicate that the Thms :

NS

may also be engagcd : } :

. r‘,_ “THE INVOLVEMENT is so transparent on both sides as .

"to make less than useless the effort to maintain the fiction of :

“1the accord or even to exchange charge and counter-charge ol
vlolallons. We are both in It = North Vletnamesq and Amerl-

e ad, WSS A0 it WD f0.0UE nE ek

L .ltW»
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uﬁ\_& Awem&s in La @@.,

o

Eﬁ‘“

b By John Wallach

Examiner Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON —-Adminis-
/x‘ation officials privately
‘conceded ‘today the Ceniral
Intelligence Agency is in-
volved in military operatlions
1in Laos against the Commu-
nist Pathet Lao.

But the officials denied re-
ports that perhaps as many
as a thousand civilian agents
were helping to train the jr-
regular army of anti-
Communist Meo fribesraen,
1They said that at the most
|there are a hundred intelli-
J|gence agents in the belea
Jguered Asian kingdom.

This disclosure wa$
prompted by a Pentagon ad-

()

civilians were among the
regular U.S. militaly person-
rel feared dead or mlssmg m
Laos. - g

2 Civilians

mission yesterday that two |-

——12

Off mmﬁ@ N@w A@amm’i

- blmh of what they asselt is

the - situation. .

Last week, the Penlabon
disclosed the United 7tutes
had lost 193 smvxccmcm'ﬂr"c

1961, Yesterday, a Défense
Department spokesman cor-

rected the record to reflect.

that loss since 1984;— a
three-year mistake in gs
body’s figuring. il

State Department officials
are so concerncd about fig-
ures leaking out that the Lao. =

tian desk olficer refused to
confirm a figire used by a

senior department official in®
: publlct«-stlmonybeforea-: o
congressional subcommittee. ;| -

2350 Americans

According to the American’
Embassy in Vientiane, there’
are 2350 Americans in Laos
— 833 U.S. government em-
ployes and the rest depend-:

ents. . This does not include .

A Pents gon spokebman re-
fused to.confirm whether the
two civilians, later identified,

as_intelligence agents, were'_“_,'.{g_ RIEETN
ongmally included in the 193 =~~~ R
{airmen acknowledged last R

| week as missing., et

M@.l:!ce.am.r.-

e« . | Butthe spol;esm.andxs-l SO

closed that one of the civils
and presumahbly is still alive.‘

said they will release thel
names of the {wo men in the
. nul few days.

The m.knowlcdgement of

“the CIA rule in Laos, an open! \/+_

secret for several years, is:

evidence of the difficulty the -

JU.S. government is having:
keeping confidential the na«
ture aind extent of American
involverment.

R . 3
Coufilcting Versions «

In the apparent absence ot,
a uniform White House direc-!
tive on what is public and.
what private, State and De-!

Defense Department sources! -

ians was scen being captured =

— ot

jome-.
1prohibited the introduction of :

STATINTL

----- -rvnr"‘l “-,’;

PR

- “...:_...w-n..p_'*r..em

for thlee to snx-month tours 4
of duty, or CIA men whof
commute bhack and forth !

from a border village m'l
Thailand, -~

The United States has at«
tempted to cloak its activi-)
ties in Laos because the 1962« -
Geneva Accords, which pro-
Vided for, Laotian neutrality, 1 :

forexgn troops in any capacg
ty T

-n-r-

'U.
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On Laos: ‘Up

C=

Mansfield

To Our Necks’

By Richard lloman
Washinglon Post Stall Wrlter

Scenate  Majority  Leader
Mike Mansficld (D-Mont.) said
vesterday that. the United

States is Invols d militarily in
Laos “up lo our neccks” and
that the  presence there of
American forces ‘“cannot he
camouflaped any lonuer.”
President Nixon has said
that Amcrican planes homb:

iSputheast
‘CIA Director Richard Helms
" testified in a closed session

\/«".;r the Senate Forelgn Rela-

1

the Ho Chi Minh Trail in
southern Laos but neither he,
inor any other administration
official has revealed the US.
role in northern Laos beyond
saying there arc no American:
combat forces in the country.
¥rom other sources, how-
ever, it is known that US.
military advisers have been
with the Laos forces and that
American aircraft have pro-
vided those forces with tact-

ical support.
Mansfield and other critics
of the U.S. involvement in
Asia spoke after

'tions Committee.
j Although Helms was called
'to testify on the need for ex-
fpansion of the Safeguard
-anti-ballistic missile system,
‘many of the questions dealt
‘with the scope of U.S. activi-/
‘ties in Laos, according to|
-senators who were present,
“There was some considerable
discussion on it,” one said. )
Sen. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.),
said that after hearing Helms:
he was “more concerned now
than I was before the mceet-
ing.” Committce Chairman J.
William  Fulbright (D-Ark.),
said he was “very afrald wei
are pradually being sucked.
into a new Vietnam-type war.”
Mansficld, in -his strongest
statement on the shadowy,
US. presence in Laos, urged
the President and Congress.to
“corral” the “open-ended mili-
tary involvement in a part of
the world which is not directly
yital to our security,” . ...

™IE WASHINGTON POSI
R 197
‘Approved For Release 2001'/0918‘2 : 1(gIA-RDP80-016

In a speech on the Scpate
floor, Mansficld said:

“Noiwithstanding the Ge-
neva Accord of 1962, the North
Victnamese ave dceply in-
volved in this military situa-
tion. ' .

“So, oo, is the United
States, Press reports indicate
that the Thais’ may also be
cngaged.

“I'he | involvement is+ S0
transparent on both sldes as
to make less than useless the
cffort to maintain the fiction
of the accord or cven to cx-
change charge and counter-
charge of violations. We are
hoth in it—North Viethamese
and Americans—and we are

dn it up to our necks.” .

Mansfield said that “what
disturbs me is not only that

- both' nations are forbidden by

the agreement to use forces in

. Laos but that thc President

has also made clear that he
does ‘mot desire to sce U.S.

-foreces used in Laos,” .

“ Mansfield said he  has

‘“evory confldence In the Prosi.
‘dent’s intentions, Yet the pres-

ence of American military ‘ad-

"

.

i{_//

‘visers' and others in Laos
‘cannot be c;\mouﬂagcd any

STATINTL

longer)” -

'There arc indications, he
said, that U.S. bombing in
Laos is hcavier than it was in
North Vietnam *“and that
there could now he as many as
20,000 sorties a-month.”

JTe urged that the United
Siates “face up Lo the Implica-
tlons of this worscning situa-
tion in Laos” and said the
“danger of our over-extended
commitment in Southeast Asia

and without delay.”

Mansfield commended the
proposal ' by Laotian Prince!
Souvanna Phouma that a:
meeting be called of the signa-|
tories to the Geneva Accord’
to work out a way to bringi
stability to Laos. '

State Department spokes-
man Robert McCloskey said
yesterday that the United
States would welcome infor
mal consultations among the
14 member nations of the Ge.
neva Conferenge, -~ - |

McCloskoy mado ‘it clear
that, rather than a formal con,

{

ference . at: . thin;) time,  thed

needs to be considered frankly’ ™

United States had in mind in-~

formal consultations which
are provided for by the agree-
ment and which the various
signatorics have used In the
past Lo discuss Laos, o

Sen. Frank E. Mossg (D-Utah)
told the Senate he endorsed
Mansfield's remarks and Sen,
Stephen M. Young (D-Ohiof
sald, “Laos is not worth the
life of one American soidier
.. . yet the fact is that our It/
volvement ~in recent “weeks’
scomy to be growing.”; o o' 0%

AP S

oo A L0

R

/
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_ Schate Majority Leader Mike
“Mansfield, deploying increasing
-+ ‘military 'contlict in Laos, has
warned against extending U.S.
-, involvement.
'; U1 the military scasaw goes
* down in Vietnam only to rise in
T.a0s, our situation will not have
improved. It will have wors-
encd,” Mansfield said on the
Senate floor yesterday.

One of a number of senators
‘expressing increasing concern
“over the situation in Laos, Mans-
ficld said that.both the North
Vietnamese and Americans al-
ready are involved' *pp to our
necks” in the Laotian conflict.

Meanwhile, Sen. J. W, Ful-
‘bright, D-Ark., chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, said that he was *“very
afraid we are gradually being
sucked into a new Vietnam-type
war in Laos.”

Fulbright called use of U.S.
B52 bombers in Laos “certainly
an escalation of our role. He

said he plans to iuvite Secretary
.of Defense Melvin R. Laird and
Secretary of State’ William P,
Rogers to testify on Laos and
the deepening situation there.

Sen. George S. McGovern,
D-S.D., called for a full- scale

. ‘Senate debate ou the situation,
and said the public should be
told the nature and scope of tha
U.S. involvement,

() «Mansfield made his statement
Helms testified before a
closed-door session of the For-
sexgn Relations Committee, °

-';:‘5 < After tenlngrto Helms, Sen.
=~/ " Alert Gore,DTonn
v
""1.‘1_ Al
-

WJ\ ‘1 il
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yes when asked il the situation
is becoming more critical in
f,a0s.

Mansfield, in his comments on
the Senate ﬂoor, urged support
for reconvening the 1962 Geneva
Conference that soupht to guar-
nntee neutrality for Laos,

Prince Souvanna Phouma of
Laos has requested that Britain
and the Soviet Union call’ the
1962 conference back into ses-
sion. The two nations co-chaired
the conference, which lcad to
agreement by 14 nations, includ-
ing the United States and North
Vietnam, on stabilizing Laos.
Mansfield said that the scope

of such a new meeting might be
enlarged to include the situation
in all of Southeast Asia, with the’
participation of other’ nations,
such as Cambodia and Thailand.,

“The time is short; the time is;

now to face up to the 1mphca-1
tions of this worsening sxtuatlonl
in Laos,” Manstield said. He as-|

serted that United States bomb-! )

ing in Laos is reported to be
heavier than it was in North
Vietnam.

Mansfleld- said both North
Vietnam and the United States’
are forbidden to use forces in
Laos, But, he said, the war
“seems to be pommg out of

South Vietnam' into Laos and L

the rest of Indochina.

Mansfield questioned ho W
deepening United States involve-
ment in Laos accorded with this
country’s . “vital interest,” with
the “Nixon Doctrine,” which

calls. for a reduction of U.S, for-| . 1" ;
metw luvolven_gsn&‘ ang

[
[P
de, ,

Deplores Laos Role

zmth competing domestic priori-
ies

““It needs to be recallod at this
time ... that the full scale U.S,
(involvement) evolved from
much smaller beginnings,”
Mansficld said. “I am sure the
President does not want that se-
quence to be repeated.”

Sen, Harry F. Byrd Jr., D-Va.,
agreed with Mansfield that
“more tons of ‘bombs” have
heen dropped on-Laos than on
North Vietnam. Byrd said the
American public should- have

‘all Posmble facts on the sxtua- ‘

Despite efforts by senators to
secure release of acensored

ﬂmipt,mmm.

e

N _STA%
0-01601R0007000
STATINTL

the administration so far has
refused to permit disclosure of!
this information, ‘[
I further Secnate floor com-
ment, Sen. Stephen M. Young,
D-Ohlo, called Laos™just about
the most undcrdevelopcd coun-
try in the world.” ‘

“That country is certainly not
worth the life of one American
soldier,” Young said, adding
that the Central Intelhgcnce
Agency, reported to be heavily
involved in Laos, is “‘a watchdog
that needs a master.”

Young asserted that some of
the places bombed by B52s have -y
heen up to 200 miles away from
the Ho Chi Minh trail, where
{bombing has been. directed to
squeeze the flow of mpphesm

me!mﬂn %M..,. ,
"\‘
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e
AJ
N



o

£ qo ddsengage in Vietnam, then we become more deeply involved

A,/ﬁn Laos in protecting the 1nv01vement in Vietnam.

'-{{ meeting with Helms, he is now more concerned; and added Laos

RADI@ TV xﬁgpom‘s INC. STATINTL
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erocram Capitol Hill Report | eramion WRC Radfo
oave March 2, 1970 6:30 P emv " Washington, DC

SENATE BRIEFING ON LAOS |

NfLLIAM LITTAUER: Central Intelligence Agency Director,
Richard Helms, held a secret meeting with members of the Senate .
Foreign ﬁelations Subcommi ttee. Participants in the meeting .
Jater expressed extreme concern over tﬁe Laotian invoelvement.

Commi ttee Chairman, William Fulbright, said he is very
afraid the United States is gra@ua11y being sucked into a new
Vietnam type war. '

SENATOR WILLIAM FULBRIGHT: If we are determined to
disengage in Vietnam, then of course that leads to a similar

resolution in Laos. If the Vietnamization program s not designed j =jE

T

- -

Subcommittee Chafrman, Albert Gore. commented after the

" {s apparently outside the Nixon Doctrine. ‘ o P
' Republican Representative Bradford Morse declared his '

‘recent tour of Vietnam convinced him that the Vietnamization ;

‘ - -
.
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; groun
t'of the Communist-held Plain of Jars ...
“Long Chien is an L-shaped canyon tucked
! away in the brush. One leg of the L holds an
 airstrip. The other leg holds a U.S. military
i headquarters . . .(with) American military
barracks, all air conditioned . . .
“More than 50 Americans” were seen
t“some riding in Jeeps. All were armed with
§ M16 rifles and pistols, but dressed in.¢ivilian
Tclothes. . . _
. { “On the 5,000 foot-long tarmac airstrip

1

ILL. ‘
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! STATINTL ROP

Ny S

. I -
= ; It repo
By Morton Kondracke ‘are correct, the

‘not
“The United States has a &

! small ‘army’ of armed Americans on the ICentral Intelligence ALL0L: .
; d in Laos at Long Chien, 15 miles south ko *advise' Royal Laotian forces in the war | -

rts from other “informed sources” |
armed Americans in Laos are
«combat troops of the U.S. military,” but
former Army Green Berets employed by the
! Intelligence Agency. They are in Laos¥
against the Communist Pathet Lao and in-
‘vaders from North Vietnam.

" “'hen there is the matter of B-52 ralds. For &
long time, the United States: did not admit
that it was bombing the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
the Communist supply route running through
the southeast section of Laos from North to-
South Vietnam. ' : : o
“Now these raids are admitted, but-bombing

(Tfian government forces from overextending 2

. selves, largely went by the board.” .. : .
| (were) . . . aircraft bearing U.S. Alr, Force ‘_ﬂl%rl\r:;;ew:gteg my Septemlt,)er that "few'non-"}‘ J '
" markings. There also were three US, Alr\ 1atian Vientlane observers expect these ma-
‘-Force Jolly Green Giants, the large helicop- L " .- o
; .t jor and unexpected victories to last’’ — a pre '
v ters u.s:ed for rescuing U.S. pilots downed over’ iotion apparently in the process of con- g e
_ - Laos. firmation now with Communist victories and § C
i ) Phase of secret war In Lros [ {he retaking of the Plain. . R
. 'This Is the best information now available ; ~, . o b e
‘to the U.S. public about one phase of the se-): The Manchester Guardian reported this . ’
_cret war in Laos. It certainly does not come _wggk that the war might escalate still further -
"from the U.S. government ~ “with the United States turning the plain into a .
osde . LT ] - (1] k .
/ 1t does not even come from persons who'“(-, freafire “zone” — an area of unrestrleted_;
"« [ visited Long Chien, but from a reporter, Tam-"." bombing by B-52s or planes of the CIA’s Air. $ \/ '
.my Arbuckle, who writes for the Washington |- America and Continental Alr services. -4 .
‘Star out of Vientiane, Ap aide to one senator on the Senate For-") -
Arbuckle got the information from three eign Relations Committee said he feared what | S
‘other reporters who violated U.S.-Laotian se- might happen if Communist troops ap-: .
} curity rules, walked 12 miles to the camp and proached the Thai border, less than 100 miles . '
'were arrested for their pains. Their own re- from the Plain of Jars. If Thal territory were |
lports bave not yet been published in the violated, the United States might have to in- )
{United States. - ) %] tervene under the Southeast Asla Treaty. |
' That is how it is with this war. Information Sen. Robert Byrd (D-W. Va.) reported last k
‘about it comes second or third hand, for ex-! week that 25 Americans have been killed ;
ample, from “well-informed sources” who '.on the ground in Laos and 100 airmen, shot -
;told Arbuckle that there are between 200 and |, down on bombing runs, are dead or missing,
‘300 armed Americans In Laos. 4 “Before these casualty figures rise fur-
No U.S. confirmation {» ther,” he said, “the American people should -
This information cannot be confirmed from-, be told the extent of our country’s in-’
official U.S. government sources. Nor can it |’ Volvement in Laos.” : T
be confirmed by members of Sen, Stuart:  Foreign: Relations Committee sources. sus- |
Symington's (D-Mo.) subcommittee on U.S. |: pect that the Nixon administration Is trying to
commitments abroad. The Nixon adminis- |} test out “solutions”, to “mistakes” it feels ;
tration will not let Symington release his pan- ‘r were made In Vietnam — namely, that “sanl- .
el’s information. - ' ! tary” air power should be relied upon rather -
Nothing can be released on Long Chien or * than Jarge numbers of ground troops and that 4
' . armed -Amcricans because the adminis-!"" the public should not be told what is happen- ]
tration’s policy, in Defense Sec. Melvin R.!-. ing for fear of arousing a controversy. ']
Lalrd’s words, Is that “there are no groundi’ = ‘‘What they secm to be saying,” sald a com- 4"
combat troops of the U.S, military in Laos at ! '’ mittee source, *'is, 'the public be damned, we ']
this time.” {7~ professionals have things under control." The |
- WS& g;;;; ?: Is kngg?‘,elﬁgg 01;‘ gemng the 2 6);:‘11;38151':.’ ‘i':.s ixt@really under control? Docs_" :
. et . W, L
truth, but it s far from the whole truth, _ - - - Does he even knov',pﬁxﬁg':%% g:l?,%?- 0070005000402 1nued

... ground? Once you start this secrecy business,: ’
Sy
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change our electoral voting system so
that the clectoral votes in & glven State,
which are based on the number of Rep-
resentatives in Congress that a State has,
be determined by conrressional districts
rather than at larpe. The clectoral voies

which represent the two Scnators that

cach State has must continue to be de-

_ termined by the total vote of a Stale,

At the present time a candidale for
President must get a majority of the voto
in a populous Slate or lose its entire
eicctoral vote. This mirght place a temp-
tation before candidates and political
portics to declave for plans and programs
not in the best intcrests of the entire

United States, but necessary order to -

reach a radical swing vote deemed nec-
essary to carry the State. If, on the other
hand, & populous State elects 30 or 40 or
more electors by districts, the party and
the candidate can strive to caryy as many
districts as possible and obtain a sub=-
stantial number of electoral votes -even
though they do not carry the entire
State. Such a procedure would not place
the temptation before the candidate to
make unwise or unrealistic promises for
fear of losing the total electoral vote in
a heavily populated States.

The election of presidential electors by
districts would also encourage the two-
party system. A candidate or a political
party could realistically make a drive to
carry a few congressional districts in a
State where they had little chance of

«carrying the entire State because of past

one-party control, It could well be an
{ncentive for the building of a real two-
party system for every State in the
Union.

Mr. President, Mr. White's statement
that direct election of the President of
the United States is an invitation to na-
tional chaos is not an exaggeration, Why
should we make such a revolutionary
change when our present system has
worked so well and so long? Why should
we not be content with correcting our

 electoral voting system rather than Jjunk-

ing it?

Already some people have advocated a
direct primary as a means for the parties
to choose thelr candidates for President,
If such & thing would happen, will an un-
limited number of candidates be allowed
to place their name on o nationwlde pri-
mary ballot? Or should the number be
limited to five, 50, or 100? If there is a
limitation, who will declde what namecs
go on the ballot? Will the nominations
go to the candidates with the greatest
amount of money who ¢an mount the
most massive high-powered advertising
campaign?

It is true that the nomination of can-
didates for President by direct primary
{s not before us. It will be ‘before us if
we make the tragic step of abolishing
our electoral voting system and turn to
the direct election of the President. We
should oppose the direct election of the
President because our present system
gives the greater protection to individual
citizens and to their liberties and in re-
ality gives the greater weight to their
expressed desire to whom should become
President,

Mr. ALLEN, Mr. President, will the
Senator yield? - .

STATINT
Harch P Ed For Releagg cfQHAI® A CIEREF0-AHRAR00

Mr. CURTIS. I aun happy to yicld to
the Scnator from Alabama,

Mr. ALLEN, Mr. President, I would like
to congralwate the distinguished Sena-
tor from Ncebraska on this excellent an-

nlysis of the problems having to do with

possible reform of our clectoral college
and reform of the method of choosing

thie President of the United States. Cer-’
tainly I agree with the distinguished .
. Senator in his conclusion that the di-

rect clection is not the proper roule to
go. I am impressed very much with his
stantement that the route of direct clec-
tion of Lhe President would be the begin-
ning of the destruction of our Federnl
syscm, which has worked so well {or this
country for almost 200 years.

Has the distinguished Senator given
thought to the provision in the proposal
thot will soon be before the Scnate that
permits a President by the direct elce-
tion method to be chosen by a 40-per=-
cent plurality. Does the Scnator think
that provision is in the public interest?

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I thank
the distinguished Senator for his com-
ment about my remarks.

As to the answer to the Senator’s ques-
tion, I do not like that 40-percent pro-
vision. I believe, however, it tends to ob-
scure the real danger, which is the direct
election of the President. It is my hope
that those who advocate direct elec-

_tion of the President will recall their -

proposal, because if they insist on that

proposal there will be no reform in elec-
_toral voting. That would be unfortunate

because we should make at least two
reforms: First, to provide that we do
not have a system under which an ¢lector
could substitute his judgment for that
of the people who voted a certain way
and who are entitled to have the elector
vote that way; and sccond, -the matter
of declding ties. I think at the present
time this cannot be justified. We should
make some corrections there, but if
there is an insistence upon an amend-
ment to provide for the dircct election
of the President going to the States there
will be no reform whatever,

I npree with the distinguished Senator
on the 40-percent minimum. I have
changed some of my own thinking on
that point in recent months because I
fclt we must cohcentrate on the larger
problem of the direct elceiion system.

Mr. ALLEN. Is it not true that if there
be fraud or corruption in the conduct
of any election in any State, under the
present system that fraud or corruption
would be sealed off into the particular
State involved, whereas, under the di-

- reet election system any fraud or cor-
ruption would apply to the whole body
or pool of votes of the entire country?.

Mr. CURTIS, Counting the votes by

States, any corruption is quarantined,

g0 to speak, and its effect limited to the

wrong that might come in that particu--

lar State. If it is all put into one pool
there would be corruption in that pool.

Mr. ALLEN., Mr, President, the Sen-
ator has made a great contribution to
the debate on this subjeet. The fact
thot the Scnator is opposed to the direct
system but would favor some other
type of reform, I bolieve, foretells the
deofeat of the amendment providing for

-
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the direct clection because I helleve that
fully one-half of the Members of the
Scnate are opposed to the direct system
but they would bhe unable to agree on
any substitule plan.

I'or that reason, it seems likely to the
junior Bcnator from Alabama that there
will be no reform at this point. Does the
Scnator feel that that is a likelihood?

Mr. CURTIS. I do. There are 34 of
the 50 States that would be adversely
affected if we changed to the direct
clection of the President. I do not he-
lieve they hove -ny such mandate from

“the people back home to lessen the

power of their sovereign States in choos-
ing the President.

Mr. ALLEN, The Scnator’s argument
is that the voter in Nebraska wants to go
to the polls feeling he is going to be a
part of the Nebraska vote, and when the
Nebraska vote is counted it will count
for something because it will be repre=
scnted in the clectoral vote of the State
of Nebraska, It will not be commingled
with 75 million other votes, and will be
identified with that single State.

Mr. CURTIS. When 1 cast my vote in
Nebraska, it will not be burled under a
tombstone in Chicago.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HART
in the chair). Under the previous order,
the Senator from Montana is reco;

rop 15 minutes.

LAOS

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, President, I
take the floor of the Senate at this time
because of the serious situation in Laos.
I do so not to criticize, but, if possible,
to be constructive, to be helpful, and to
wave a warning flag about this area
which might perhaps be helpful in pre-
venting our becoming invelved too deep-
1y and in too costly a manner. When I

speak of costly, I do not mean money ' ’
-alone, but total cost, including man-
- power,

the Pathet Lao and thelr
North Vietnamese allies inay stop the
offcnsive on the Plain of 'Jars, short of
the citics of Vientiane ard Luang Pra- -
bang; that would be in the pattern of
previous operations. Then again, they
may push forward apainst these two
capitals and press to the border of Thai-
1and. Only time will indicate what plans
and objectives may be:involved. In any
event, the question of the “nonwar” or
the "“secret-war” or “interlude war” in.
Laos cannot be avoided any longer. ‘
Notwithstanding the Geneva accord ¢f
1962, the North Vietnamese arc deeply
involved in this military situation. So,
too, is the United States. Press reports
indicate that the Thais may also be en-
gaged, The involvement Is so transparent
on both sides as to make less than useless
the effort to maintain the fiction of the
accord or even to exchange charge and
countercharge of violations. We are both
in it—North Vietnamese and Ameris
cans—nand we are in it up to our necls.
What disturbs me is that 1t is not only
that both nations are forbldden by tho
Geneva agreement to use forces in Laos

Perhaps,
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ever before, And finally, we're willing to be
Juilged by the results of our cfforts.

Today I get spectal pleasure in discuseing
this subject before a meeting of the Urban
League, That pleasure eprings from knowl-
cdge of tho specinl, almost unique, role of
the League.

vou wiil recall that I have dweit on two
features that mark our approach to today's
problems. The first is moderation in style.
No florid rhetoric, no illusory promises, no
claim of heroles. The second is to point our
efforts toward results. Not to nccentuate and
polarize differences, not to promote confron=
tatlons but rather to get things done—use-
ful, constructive things.

Now ns I reflect on theso approaches 1 he«
como aware they are in marked harmony
with approaches used by the League over tho
years, The League has always been a “doing”
organization. The Icague maintalns referial
and placement units, Tho Leaguo providos
gpecinl counselling and communily rervices.
And now the League operates dovens of train-
ing programs, many like LEAP nnd Outreach
under the Department of Labor sponsorship.
So the League itself is highly ‘“results-
oriented.”

Through the ycars we have scen the League
employ n reasoned, rather than a raugsous,
voice. It has been strong and firm in its views
where others were merely strident. The
League knows that furor and frenzy can
never replace constructive nction if real gains
are to be won.

So I tnke special pleasure and extend spe-

cinl thanks to you for letting me discuss
these critical matters with you.

This morning I have often spoken In terms
of “problems.” Therc is now occurring a
switch in phrasing deserving a high favor.
People increasingly refer to "problems” o8
nopportunities.” I Hke this. It has a positive
ring to it. A problem is something you iry to
get out of the way. An opportunity 18 gome=
thing you work at with zeal and ingpiration,
Certainly that 1s how the matters I have dis-
cussed here this morning should be attacked.
I believe that is the way the Urban League
1s attacking thelr opportunlties, I know that
{a the basis for our approach to them in the
Labor Department, As this concept spreads
among men of good will everywhere, the end

. result ¢an oniy be real progress, And real ’

progress has become a tangible and achieva-
ble objective. Let’s all work at it.
Thank you.

LAOS AND VIETNAM

Mr. McGEE., Mr. President, Columnist
Richard Wilson, writing in today’s Wash-
ington Evening Star, details what he calls
*an important distinction” hetween U.s.

military operations in Laos and in Viet-.

nam. That difference or distinction Is

that in Laos, while we are training, cquip=- -
ping, and advising a notive army, and.

probably giving it air support, there is no
dircet involvement of Americon ground
troops in combat. Indeed, the President
has assured Congress that none will be
gent to Aght in Laos without its consent.

This is an important distinction which
does not preclude our Government's act-
jng to protect the integrity of Laos or
other threatened nations in Southeast
Asia,

The point which Mr. Wilson drives
home s that this policy 18 not news—
certainly not to the critics in Washing-

. ton. It is under attack, however, be-

cause, to some, it appears to be a good
time to undermine the President’s policy
and forge & new policy of total disen
gagement, .

ODIAI

I ask unanimous consent that Richard
Wilson's column, entitled “Critleism Un-
likely To Sway Nixon on Laos Policy,” be
printed in the Reconp,

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the Reconp,
as follows:

OrrricisM UNLIKELY To Sway NIixoN oN Laos
PorLicy

(By Richard Wllson)

Another Vietnam in Laos? Well, hardly yet.
There is an lmportant distinction between
the military operations of the Nixon admin-
istration in Laos nnd those in Vietnam.

I this distinction s not recognized then
1t may as well bo sald that tho President
of the United States is now and hereafter
precliuded from cffectively supporting the na-
tions of Southeast Asin in resisting external
nepression,

‘This 13 evidenOly iho hbaslc objective of
those In the United Stntes Senate who now

‘are accusing the President of cscalating the

wor in Imos Into another Vietnam,
This digtinction between Vietnam and
Laos, however, la a working demonstration
of tho kind of policy called for by the Nixon
Doctrine in lteu of tho massive direct Inter-
vention of U.S, forces in Vietnam. In Laos

we are training, equipping and advising a’

clandestine native army and probably give
ing it alr support without the direct in-
volvement in combat of American ground
troops. That pattcrn undoubtedly would be.
followed in Thailand if the northern insur-

‘gency required it. It is the developing pat-

tern alse in Vietnam, where It is called
Vietnamization,

Implicit in the gathering storm over Laos
s the baslc guestion of the President’s use
ing these methods to preserve the politienl
intezrity of independent governments in
Laos, Vietnam, Combodia and Thoiland.

This {5 well understood in Congress, The
‘Benate Foreign Relations Committee knows
what the Nixon administration is doing in
Leos and why it 1s doing it. The present

outburst arises mainly because a fow news= -

papermen have observed first hand what the
Foreign Relations Commitieo has known all
along was being done in Lnos.

“ A visitor to Vientlane as long ago as three
years could readily see that the Unlted States

ment of Laos, There was no secret about it,
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This only means that in a brief time Presis
dent Nixon will take to the alr waves again
to give a fuller explanallon, hut no fuller
than 5 already known to the Forelgn Rela=
1lons Committee, nbout what wo are doing
in Laos, why it 18 In gupport of an independ-
ent government, why it protects our treops
in Vietnam and making it doubly clear, a8
Sccretary of Defense Laird already haa, that
he has no intentlon of committing ground
combat forces,

I the President does not do thls he will -

merely play Into the hands of those who sy
ho i1s hiding his actlons in the same deceps
tive way ag Johnson, .

It i3 of even more substance that if the
President s driven off his polliey in Laos
then he will have rotreatcd from the alms
and objectives ho has so often stated in the
Nixon Doctrine.

But there 18 no present prospect that Nixon
wlil be driven off his pollcy, certalnly as long
as tho North Viebnnumese infiltration through
Laog to Vietnam continues,

One other aspect of thls matter is impor-
tant, The President has nssured Congress he
will not send ground troops to fight in Laos
without Congressional consent. If this assur-
ance is to bo taken literally the Fresident
has gone & step farther than his predecessors

decisions on future military interventions,

in recognlzing congressional participation in S

ON CRIME IN THE STREETS

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr, President, in a
recent interview, an outstanding trial
lawyer, Edward Bennett Williams, ad-

. dressed himself to the problem of crime
and the avenues for solution.

Although his remarks were made in the
context of the critical situation in the
District of Columbia, they are pertinent
end applicable to cities across the Nation
and of interest to all those concerned
with this national problem.

Mr. Willlams states that our system
is broken down in three places. :

First, he asserts that the greatest de-
terrent to erime in the street is a visable
policeman and calls for more and better

quantity needed, a mnssive Federal sub-

Wwas giving military support to the govetn:\/paid policemen. For the quality and

The CIA was there. American military ad-V
visers were there. They also traveled back
and forth between the American airflelds in

" the north of Thailand to Vientiane.

Investigators for the Foreign Relationa
Committes have been supplied with a great
deal of information by State Department per=
sonnel on the operation in-Laos, so much in
fact that there has beon concern at the
White House over the leakage of milltary ine
formation that would be of benefit to the
North Viethamese invaders.

Then why all the fuss? It arlses because
this s considercd the right time to under-
mino and reverse President Nixon's polley in
Bouthenat Asin, It finally is coming to bo
rewlized that Nixon meant it when ho sald
the United Stabes was not nhout to “bug out”
and that he intended to preserve the Indes
pendent political integrity of tho nations of
Boutheast Asla.

That is not sufiiclent for the peage group
in tho Senate, Some of them had thought

that Nixon was moving toward a total pull- '

out, regardless of the consequences, as & po-
litical nceessity, Now thoy seo that this s not
go and they observe that in both Thailand
and Laos the President has committed tho
United States to military support of exlsting
governmonts, .
Nixon als0 18 bolng accusoed of duplicity and
of failing to hold the confidence of the Amore
fcan public by being little franker about his
objectives than President Johnson,

sidy to the cities Is 1o ured.

Second, if punishmént is to work as a
deterrent, it does not have to be severe
but it does have to be swift. When those
apprehended do get to court, the average
lawyer can keep his clients at liberty for
from 18 months to 2 years befgre a final
decision. :

The whole criminal justice system must
be specded up if it is going to work ef-
fectively. This too will'take more funds.

Finally, the prisons, instead of rcha-
bilitating, have become breeding grounds
for crime. !

T nsk unanimous consent that the come
plete article appearing in the Washing-
ton Post of February 28 be printed at this
point in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD
as follows:

[From the Washington Post, Feb, 28, 1970]

AN ATTORNEY'S ViEw OF THE DisTRICT OF

CoLuMBIA CriME SITUATION .

{(NoTtE~Trinl attorney Edword Bennett
Wwillianis, ono of & number of clvi¢c lenders
who have recently mot together in search of
noew solutions to the problem of crims in
Washington, was asked about some of his
oonolusions in & recent interview with Joseph
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A "% What About Laos?

Surely nothing could be more important at
this stage of events in Southeast Asia than a
disclosure by President Nixon of U.S. involve-

wment in Laos. If for any reason, immediate

disclosure to the: public would be harmful to
national security, then at least the truth could
be told in closed congr essmnal hearings. There
is precedent for that.

Senators of both parties are understandably

distressed that most information — presumably
-reliable, hut nevertheless unofficial — coming
“out of Laos is from the news media and that
American officials concerned with U.S. ac-
* tivities in the countries neighhboring Vietnam
-are altempting censorship, .
Nothing Yess than potential for another
Vietnam is the fear and the unofficial reports
’bubstantxa’re that fear. CIA agents and military
advisors - supposedly “In greater numbers
proportionately than those In Vietnam under.
Jhe. Kennedy commitment —

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2
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throughout the country, secretive U.S. troop
incursions across the Vietnam border, massiv

B-52 raids admitted officially only recently atl
point to the growing involvement.

Republican Sen. Charles Mathias charges .
that even now “U.S, military activities in that
country (Laos) clearly violate the spirit of both
the national commitments resolution — re-
quiring specific -approval for every new .
engagement of American troops abroad — and
the amendment to the defense appropriations
act prohibiting use of funds for American
ground combaf troops in Laos or Thailand.”

An airing of those activities is in order.
Congressional acts shouldn’t be violated, let

.alone the possibility of the American people

being hoodwinked into another Vietnam. Even
the most ardent advocate of the U.S. military

. mission in Vietnam should not want a Slmgi?

bloodletting next door
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THE UNITED STATES is so deeply
committed in Laos it will suffer loss of
prestige, money and men regardloss of
the path taken now.

There is also the possibility bh.at cury
.rent policy in Laos will lead to increased
“involvement in inverse ratio to decreased

“activily in Vietnam. Senator Mathias of
Maryland pointed this out the other day.
He said that Laos. was turning into “an

arena for the repetition of mistakes of

“our Vielnamese involvement.”’

Mathias cited the character of U.S.
sdotian comrnitment as one of “dubious .

disguises.” ‘The villain behind the
disguises is the  Central Intelligence
Agency, with a supporting role played by
the Defense Department. For example,
- Mathias quoted a number of news reports
‘that hundreds of former Green Berels
have been recruited by the CIA to assist
irregular groups supporting the Laohan
government.

The Laotian war has been going on for

20 years, with CIA interference for about -

half of that time. At least once, it has
switched sides. Prior to 1967, the CIA
supported the right - wing Prince, Boun
'Oum, in his efforts to oust neutralist
Prince Souvanna Phouma. It succeeded
for a short while in 1964. In 1967, it was
-decided that maybe Souvanma Phouma
was the better choice after all. .

The dollar-green carpet of the CIA was
jerked out from under Boun Oum and

laid bencath the feet of Souvanma
" Phouma, where it has been ever since.

U.S. B-52s stationed in Thailand regularly
bomb North Vietnamese and communist

" Pathet Lao positions in Laos. U.S. sup-
' phed and meuntamed T-28 Jets statlomd'

STATINTL

The CIA’s War In Laos - \

in Laos wage war against -ﬁhe commun- |
ists. -

U.S. advisers train and assist the!
Clandestine Army, the only viable frlend-
ly fighting force in Laos. U.S. funds pay |
for the Clandestine Army, made up]
primarily of Meo tiribesmen and’_]
mercenary Thais, and for the Royal Lao- |
tian Army, which functions only as a

palace guard.

The U.S., in short, pays for everythmg, :
to the tune of almost $300,000,000 an-if
nually. Everything to fight the war is
furnished by us except troops, and there
is creeping doubt about that,

~ This sordid, sub rosa mess perpetrated § ) /
by the _CIA with the apparent blessings of '
. the Defense Depafrtment and the Nixon

Admmistrartxon places the U.S. in an’

untenable position. No matter what the -

tuture policy is, it will be' damaging. 3

* Should the U.S. decide abruptly to pull |

out, prestige, will be lost. Should thei

“decision be made to stay and fight it out; .

the nation might be bogged up to its neck ! ‘
in another Vietnram War. Past expeneme
shows that, in this kind of thing, the U.S. :

does not remain static, ruling out

maintaining the status quo.
There is a double tragedy in the Lao-

. tian morass. The most obvious is that

secret agencies of the U.S. have been |
allowed to lead the power and prestige of '
the nation into a Hobsons Choice. The.

other is that. it makes as little sense toj

. 'take a stand in Laos as it would in, say,

Madagasear. :

Left alone, Laos would Lapse into the
insignificance that is its natural state, It
is no place for the U.S.- orAmemcansto

be makmg a ﬂght. 5 et i

\
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- Another War: In the Skies Over Indochina

By HERBERT MITGANG

WASHINGTON—Fiftecn years
ago Graham Greene’s English
correspondent in “The Quiet
<American” strolied down Rue
Catinat toward the Saigon wa-
“terfront and ohserved, "I could
-see lamps burning where they
had disemibarked the new Amer-
-ican planes,”

There has been one slight

.change since that time, shortly
after the French made a dy-

‘ing eoffort to hang onto their .
colonial empire in Southeast -

Asia. Rue Catinat has been re-
named Tu Do. It celebrates no
ifamous victory by the ARVN,
;nor the success of the new
- American policy of Vietnamiza-

ftion, but only a vain touch of .

'independence by the Republic
; of South Vietnam, '
The role of American planes ,
;in Greene's novel—which took :
‘place during the years of offi- -
cial Washington brinkmanship .
-in the 1850’s—is recalled again .
‘because of the stcoved-up air»

action over Vietnam in the

wecks since Vice President
Agnew's visit, And for a more
important reason now: the re-

ships and high-altitude “bomb- -

ing, added together, amount/

‘not to de-escalation but deeper .

nations that once made “up,

NUW XORZ L1ukg

Although President Nixon's
forcign affairs report to Con-

gress last month said that “our .

tactical air and B-52 operations
have been reduced by 25 per
cent,” the half-hidden air war
beyond the borders of South
Vietnam has actually widened.

,United States Air Force, Army,
“Marine and Navy warplanes are

on operations from the Gulf

of Siam to the Gulf of Tonkin,
. Overt and Covert War

Last month there was an

admitted average of between’

250 and 300 sorties (one air-
craft over .one target) ecvery
day. Not discussed openly,
however, were the sortics origl-
nating within Laos against the
North . Vietnamese there. The

"B-52 bombings on the Plaine

des Jarres are acknowledged
but the lesser-known activities

of transports and ‘helicopterss

STATINT

ing of this heavy bomhing can .

~be put in perspective by com-
paring it with the 500,000 tons
dropped in the Pacific Theatre
during all of ‘the Second World

War., When the total tonnage.
.dropped in the Pacific theater |

. Victnam alone is added up, it
~exceeds by far the welght of

all the bombing on every front

" against Japan and Germany, |

bombers have been milk runs;
more than 1,300 fixed-wing
" planes and nearly 1,500 heli-
‘copters have been lost over
North and South Vietnam. Ac-
cidents and losses onthe ground
due to enemy action have ac-
counted for another

..More important than the bil-

- lions of dollars are the thou~

. sands of casualties involved.

belonging to Air America and{/«ften heard for the use of

Continental Air Services, for  preater aerial = firepower
the Agency for International  “fro.emptive attack.”

is

Development and the Centraly foncentrations have been hit

Intelligence Agency, also en-

tangle the United States in this

t ) twilight war,
connaissance, strafing by gun- -*

Despite the announced bomb-
ing cutback, about 100,000 tons
of bombs are dropped in. an

‘average month, B-52's take off

from Thailand or make the long

: round«trip” flight of - over ten
French Indoching.....: .. wati i hours, from Guame The, means,

along the hundreds of miiles of

'~the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos.
~and on the infiltration routes -
. within Cambodia. To an ex-«
and:

~ bombing :in -these  “neutral” - :
: \ 'HERBERT 3
+ border. of North Vietnam h‘?‘.’ﬁ’f‘,ﬂ RBERT MITGANG is a mem

vhelped 1o, prevent ;major.ofs;. The: New York Times.:: /. - .1

" tent, reconnaissance .

. countries  and° deep across the

1,600
_ planes and 1,900 helicopters. :

At the Pentagon, the phrase.

7

Troop

fensives against Amerfcan and
ARVN positions.

- But the aerial incursions
have heightened the military
dangers.

despite the so-called bombing

- halt in the Hanoi area. Recon-

naissance plane losses have led,.
inevitably, to fighter escorts.

~'How much combat is taking
Neither strafing by helicopter *
" gunships nor attacks by fighter- .

place in surface-tn-air missile
and MIG country is not men~

“tioned in official communiqués.
'Subject to Interpretation

Another phrase—Secretary.

.of Defense Laird’s “protective

reaction”-~is subject to a vari-

oty of interpretations at the

Pentagon. "If you find out-
what it means,” smiled a vet-.

eran pilot of the Vietnam skies,:
“let us know.” - He and others

surmised that it could be.
stretched to mean retaliatory:
strafing and bombing almost

~anywhere in North Vietnam,'
- Cambodia and Laos i

The familiar scenario of the

‘Vietnam war calls up lines by,
‘another
. Byron,

Englishman, Lord
who wrote: “This is
the patent age of new inven-
tions/For Kkilling bodies and
for -saving souls,/All propa-.
‘gated with the best intentions.”

ber -of the editorial board ol,,i

s w4 ¢ st
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This has happened; °
. recently in North Vietnam——
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Having intervened in Vietnam at a’

terrible cost of their young men'’s blood,

_the American people watch uneasily as:

“part of the secrecy that conceals the
American role in nearby Laos is torn
away. -

. Only glimpses of the American com-

" mitment in Laos have reached the pub-

> lic, just enough to create widespread -

" wariness and suspicion about what iS_. yietnam war, because the North Viet-'

" happening there.

N The few American correspondents who
- have been able to get near the combat
' \/ areas of Laos have sent back reports of

_activities by the Central-Intelligence"
J  Agency that go beyond the role in which’

- most people envisage the CIA ow

The CIA is running a civilian airline in",
“Laos called Air America, with which it

. supports an army of Laotian irregulars.
~According to eyewitness reports, the line
“ uses C-123 and Caribou transport planes
. «horrowed” from the U.S, Air Force.
“ Their Air Force markings have been
painted over. :

- Correspondents have been forbidden to

- yisit secret bases, but have sent back.

- reports that Americans in civilian

clothes, Including former Green Berets, '

seem to be sharing in the fighting. .
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Military and other governmental
spokesmen in Washington sidestep ques- "

tions about these reports. President Nix-
on, like Presidents Johnson and Kennedy -
before him, is saying as little as possible

. about Laos. The statements being made .

in Washington are equivocal, full of se-’
mantic evasions.

The Laotian fighfing is tied.to the

namese in complete disregard for Lao-
tian sovereignty bring supplies to the
Vietnamese iront down the Ho Chi Minh
trail. American air power attacks that;
supply line, as a protection for U.S. and’

"South  Vietnamese 'troops, That role is,

openly admitted and easily justified.

But how much more are we doing?
How far is the government ready to go
in support of the Laotian government led
by Premier Souvanna Phouma? A com-.
mitment to use American forces in de-

- “fense of Laos if the North Vietnamese
.chose to attempt a full-out conquest of.
. that country would draw-bitter opposi-

tion here.

The American people are entitled to a\
frank report. Until they receive it, they
understandably ‘look upon news about’
Laos w-i,th,distrust.i,;_’ N g
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. Even the best dispatches from Laos read like'

some combination of Terry and the Pirates, Graham
Greene and Art Buchwald. Our Man of the Hour is

General Vang Pao who is rated by American offi-l

cials just behind Alexander the Great, in large part
because by Asian military standards he is honest,
which is to say that when we pay him the money
for his men, the men get paid. But his men are

mostly teenaged kids recruited from the tough'mi
Meo hill tribes and built into an irregular army, can

financed, trained, supported, and largely directed

by the Americans (which is another way of saying
-/ the CIA). This supposedly secret operation is a
secret to nobody in Laos. It was conceived as a
substitute for the regular armed forces of the
Laotian Government which is supposed to be neu-
{ral, and whose army doesn’t fight much, and as a

THE WASHITIGTON FOST

P e R

army, and without the slightest concern for Con- .
‘gressional prerogatives or for the possible conse- .
‘quences of systematically deceiving the American :
ipublic about an expanding American military inter-/
\vention which could all too easily fail.
| You might have thought that, having seen the.
ivesults of the great Vietnam shell game as con-:
|duc’ced by the last Administration, the present one
ght have.learned something about the effect this
have on public understanding and support. But
no, President Nixon has decreed that he doesn't:
think “the public interest would be served by any
further discussion” of Laos and that apparently is -
that. The President will go to Congress if there is’
any change conteémplated in our military involve-
" ment in Laos, Secretary Laird has promised; and
' this would be somewhat reassuring were it not for

counterweight to Communist forces, both imported the fact that our military’involvement has changed,

and homegrown. Van Pao’s army d

oes fight, but' significantly,

and the President hasn’t gone to

lately it has been doing badly in what pass for, Congress about it, at least publicly.

Battles in the Laotian war but-are really rather)

-eccentric skirmishes for places like the Plain of
Jars or Lima Lima or Muong Suoi. These are called
strongholds or key towns or vital road junctions
until they change hands, which they do more or less
regularly, at which time they turn out to be more
like tennis trophies, temporarily held, until the
. next tournament, Cf

All this is played out against the backdrop of a
psychedelic political power struggle between frac-
tured Centrists and splintered Neutralists, Rightlsts
and crypto Communists, which might tell you a
great deal about the significance of the milifary
byplay if you could somehow wrap your mind
around it, and having done that, take it seriously.

. [

That’s the thing about Laos—it is hard to take
it seriously until suddenly something or somebody
threatens to upset the delicate equilibrium and the
whole thing ceases to be a giant put-on and be-
comes, or is made to become, a critical element in
the Vietnam equation or a test of strength and
will between us and the Russians, or perhaps us
and Hanoi. This is what is happening now, as it
happened in 1961 and in 1964 and again last year,
and it happens, of course, because we are in Vict-
nam and because Laos is next door, Wedged in be-
tween Red China, Burma, Thailand, and stretching
alongside the two Vietnams, it is strategic, as an
infiltration from North Vietnam to the South, and

as an opening Southward for the Communist Chi- . -

nese. It is also a domino, if you accept that image,
ready to fall if Vietnam isn't held upright—al-
though as of now you could argue that it might

fall even if South Vietnam is held up, which could

reverse the theory, and make South Vietnam the

next to go. In any case, we care about Laos for the

same reason we care about Vietnam, and t
least understandable.

What is neither understandable
in our view, is the way we give expression to. our

oo B GRAEES REAESSE

hat is at

‘nor defénsible vl

It is all too familiar, including the rationale. We
are bound by the 1962 Geneva accords which sef
up a neutral Laotidn government, the Administra-
tion argues privately, and since these accords called

\i

“for the removal of all outside military forces we
cannot discuss what we are mow doing in Laos
‘without acknowledging publicly and officially that
we are violating the accords. The theory is that
‘this would then make it incumbent on the Russians
ito do something in response, as a matter of pride
cor prestige or simple geopolitics—and never mind’
“that the Communists broke the Geneva agreement
|from the day that-it’ was signed. Even assuming
“that there is something to this theory, at best it
‘would only justify a policy of silence; it can not
Justify the sort of calculated-dissembling engaged
§in by Secretary Laird when he was asked the other
iday on Meet the Press whether American- B-52's
Jwere used to provide close-in support of Laotian
~froops in the Plain of Jars. “This is quite far from
.the Ho Chi Minh trail which the President said we'
‘were boinbing to interdict supplies into South Viet-
fr_iam,” the questioner continued, “Does this mean
‘we have decided to take a role in the Laotian war?”
This is the nub of ii, of course—whether we are
bombing in Southérn Laos as part of the Vietnam:
interdiction effort, or intervening increasingly in
the quite!separate Laotian civil war in the North,
and Mr. i}aird’s answer deserves tp be set down
in full: - S
First, T would like to say it is not possible to use !
B-52's for -closein support. Any close-in support}
~would have, to be provided by tactical air and. of
course the Royal -Laotian forces have tactical air
of their own. The President has said that we are.
.+ using United States air power as far as the inter-
" diction of supplies and material coming into Viet- .
nam are concerned. The mission of air power, as
. foras Laos is concerned, on the Ho Chi Minh trail,
! has been handled by the President of the United
| Stales and we have used it in connection with the
war in Vietnam. -We have of course flown recon-;
. maisance missions over Laos on a continuing basis.

SB803104 - CIA-RDP80-01601R00070005000:2 s 1 s
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These reconnaissance wmissions have been accom-
plished by armed escort. The President has made
it clear the mission of our air power as far as the..
war in Vietnam, end that is all that I care to say on
it at this time. :

While it would be too much to ('haracteuze lhls
as a pack of lies, it is at least a pack of evasions,.
irrelevancies, semantics and half-truths. B-52's have
regularly been used in Vietnam for what could’
reasonably be called “close-in” support—as wit-
‘ness their vaunted effectiveness at Khe Sanh. More:
important, there is compelling evidence that they!
were used in the recent unsuccessfill defense of the,
Plain of Jars, and this marked a significant step-up:
in our combat role in Laos. Leaving all that aside,!
it is nonsense to talk about recohnaisance flights,ai
‘with armed escorts when everybody in Laos who!
:cares knows that we are flying about as many pure-
‘and-simple bombing missions in support. of our!
proxy army in the North as we are flying mterdic-
tmn missions in the South. ! :

o+ S

‘ The simple fact is that we are deeply involved in
the Northern war, such as it is, no matter what arm
of the government pays for it, or provides the mili-
{ary advisers-—-or what if any uniform they wear.,
‘And while, it is easy to laugh about that war, be-
cause it never seems to get anywhere, it is just as;
easy to make the case that our forces dangerously.
disturbed a five-year equilibrium by reoccupying
the Plain of Jars last fall, and thus mvnmg its re-
capture in the last few weeks.

Perhaps it will stop at that. Or pelhapw Hanm
has hit ypon Laos as a new way of squeezing us in
‘Vietnam, by raising new anxieties and fresh outcries
in this country over our whole inter-locking Asian
policy. In any case, with at least two months of dry
.season ahead, none of the experts in this town are
prepared to say categorically that the:Communist
forces will not now _bress on in’ Northern Leos
“towards the Mekong or the administrative. capital
"of Luang Prabang, or to predict what kind of cusxs
‘this would provoke, militarily out there, or politi-
rcally here at home. And that in itself is a:gument
‘enough for somethmg better than the same c]d
sheu,game.& el LT
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o  Criticisa Unlikely to Sway Nixon on Laos Policy

o)

RICHARD WILSON

Another Vietnam in Laos?
Well, hardly yet, There is an
important distinction between
the military operations of the
Nixon administration in Laos
and those in Vietnam.

If this distinction is not rec-
ognized then it may as well he
said that the President of the

WAG kstud
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“Thailand if the northern insur- .

United States is now and here- -

after precluded from elfec-

tively supportling the nations .

geney required it. It is the
developing  pattern also in
Victnam, where it is called
Vietnamization. ‘

Implicit in -the gathering
storm over Laos is the basic
question of the President’s us-
inpg these methods to preserve
the political integrity of inde-

“pendent  governments in Laos,

of Southeast Asia in resisting -

‘external aggression.

© This is evidently the basic..

objective of those in the Unit-
ed States Senate who now are
accusing the President of csca-

lating the war in Laos into .

another Vietnam.

The distinction between
‘Vietnam and Laos, however, i
-a working demonstration of -
-the kind of policy called for by
ithe Nixon Doctrine in Heu of .

‘the massive direct interven-
tion of U.S. forces as in Viet-

Victnam, Cambodia and Thai-

land. -

This is*well understood in
Congress. The Senate Foreign
Relations Committee knows

- what the Nixon administration

is doing in Laos and why it is
doing it. The present outburst

.- arises mainly because a few ;.

" newspapermen have observed
.first. hand what the Foreign
‘Relations Committee has

‘nam. In Laos we are training,

equipping and advising a clan- .
destine native army and prob- :
.ably giving it air support with- .

.out the direct involvement in
:combat of American ground
-{roops. That
-edly. would : be followed in

attern undoubt-"

known all along was being
done in Laos. . ;

A visitor to Vientiane as

‘long ago as three years could .

readily sce that the United
States was giving military
support to the government of -

‘Laos. There was no secret

-‘about it. The CIA was there.

* American milit
- were there, They
back and_forin boiween the ..

wfapt dogl waniber o n

¢

o traveled

W LTAR

American airficlds

Investigators for the Foreign
Relations Committee have
been supplied with a preat
deal of information by State
Department personnel on the
operation in Laos, so much in
fact that there has been con-
corn at the White House over

“the leakage of military infor-

mation that would be of bene-
fit to the North Vietnamcse
{nvaders. .

Then why all the fuss? It
arises because this is consid-
ered the right time to under-

mine and reverse President.

Nixon’s policy in Southeast

-Asia, It finally is coming to be

realized that Nixon meant it
when he said the Unifed States
was not about to *bug out”
and that he intended to pre-
serve the independent political

! integrity of the nations of

Southeast Asia.,

That is not sufficient for the :

peace group in the Senate,
Some of them had thought that

ixon was moving toward a
total puli-out, regardless of the
consequences, as a political

advisers = necessity, Now' they see that;’
this is not so and they observe
{that in both Thalland and Laos.

-

in the
north of Thailand to Vientiane, -

the President has comritted
the United States to military

support of existing govern-.

‘ments.

Nixon also is heing accused

of duplicity and of failing to
"~hold the confidence of the
- .American public by being lit-
tle franker about his objec-
tives than President Johnson.

This only means that in a
brief time President Nixon
will take to the air waves
again to give a fuller explana-
“tion, but no fuller than'is al-
ready known to the Foreign
Relations Committee,
what we are deing in Laos,
why it is in support of an inde-

- pendent government, why it

about -

* protects our troops in Vietnam -~

< and making it doubly clear, as

.~ Secretary of Defense Laird al-.
_..ready has, that he has no in-
~ tention of committing ground,

t

: eombat forcus. o

If the President does not do
this he will merely play into
" the hands of those who say he
_+is hiding - his actions in the

.son., .

that if the President is driven
. off his policy in Laos then he
= will have retreated from the
| aims and objectives he has so

“.same deceptive way as John- -

It is of even more substance

. often stated in the Nixon Doc-

- trine. :

But there is no present pros- -

_peet that Nixon will be driven

. off his policy, certainly as long
, as the North Vietnamese infil- :
*-tration through Laos to Viet- .

“nam continues,

One other aspect of this

':-_ matter is important. The Pres- -
“ident has assured Congress he ,
“will not send ground troops to -

{

~fight in Laos without Congres- :
* sional consent. If this assur-.

- ance is to be taken literally .

i the President has gone a step

_farther than his predecessors -

“in recognizing congressional

¥articipatiqn in decisions on.
{:Suture. military interventions.:
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The Plain of Jars in northeastern
Laos derives its name {rom large
prehistoric stone potlery found on
the plateau. Last weelk, several U.S.
xenators were asking if Americin
combat troops couldn't he found in

Who'’s Fighting ‘Secret War™

the area as well, Lo e ,,,,IWI/\N\E/ |
The Nixon Administralion sn- .- g f PUAN 2 {,/‘,‘;-f'--.......\_.—..,.,-...;;
swered no. "We have no military oo BE

§ %.’3 HONTH
forces engaged in ground combat in R oy
T.a0g," Defense Sccretary Melvin I - //\MR// T~

Taird stated as the fighling heated

up next deoor o South Vietnam. (%
*There has been no basie change of wmrmﬁé\% \
11.8, policy in Laos over the past ATR

three years." -
- Sen. Charles McC. Mathias Jr. (R- .
Md), for one, was not convinced. -,

. \7< o ci T N : .
- B TRAIL { " £ o

*I.aos has become an area for the . /
repetition of the mistakes of our /,“' £ ;
Vietnamese involvemcnt," he said. Zs / ;

- Mathias cited news accounts of i/
armed Americans in civilian clothes .51 CAM’BOD;A ~ SOUTH

. advising Laotian officers, as well as ~
\/earher reports which 'indicate the

presence of hundreds of ex-Green |,
Rerets, described as having joined-
the Central Intelligence Agency in
- Y.a0s because they are 'fed up with - - ‘
 having their hands tied in Vietnam,™ "ot two hours they ebserved
. Sens. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), American-made planes taking off at
Mike Mansfield '(D~Mont.), Charles 1he rate of one a minute, _))1'@5\1:11.'—».1)1_ v
H. Percy (R-II.), Albert Gore (D~ 1 fn support Royal Laotian troops.
enn.), John Sherman Cooper (R-. "F“’u‘“ they were spotted and hustled
Xy.) and J. William ¥ulbright (D- ©f. "
Ark) also  criticized the&Nixon \ Despite 1};" U.S.ls\%)])r‘>;:'t, \T,".“t{h('\'t'
Administration's relic y 1 ie. T.ae guerrillas and North Vietna- 705 0 o . A
cuss the war 31: Il)g(l)\;.ctance 10 45 e ‘troops captured both the Plain t}:g ]qf)?ltgglczgt%?é;?\h"}gg{'l'o}ylzifélcl&lnlz
"And not all the dissenters were ©f Jars and the koy alrfield-outpost. /o %0 gorine North and South

g }'?{f 7vmmm

Times map by Harlan Klrby
Plain of Jars "a North Viethamese
. escalation,”
" N, Viet Strength ,
The North . Vietnamese ave be-
lieved to have about 20,000 men in
‘northern Laos. Another 30,000 are
-reportedly deployed in the arca of

Doves. Sen, Robert ¢. Bvrd (D-W. of Muong Souli about 23 miles to the !

Va.) questioned the wisdom of west.
;'lab’mi: American lives on the'line"  Jars, which has. changed hands
n a secret war. He said there ave : PN
. nere Avegeveral times during ruggle in
reports "that American advisers are Taos .t :. d 55 t‘he st L gilel_i
all but running the Laotian forces." #4408, 15 -F‘On"l cred Imporiant he-
- eause it is the hub ol the major

No Further Discussion . ,
routes in the country and affords. a

‘WWhen asked to discuss the U5, (s,
role in Laos in detail, Defense and Tready approach both to the adminis-

_ State Department officials referred trative capital at Vientiane (135

to President Nixon's statement of  milag south) and to the rayal capital
“ Dee. 8, when he said, "I don't think ‘and religious center at I_;uang Pra«

the public interest would be served hang, o

Iy any further discussion."

vres. 36 Americans have been killed
fn the ground war in Laos since
1962, An American lombassy report
Yists 184 American bomber crewmen
missing, an increase of almost 30
since the last report in December,
1969, o
<The reports of armed Amervican
civilians in Laos were made by three
reporters, who left a U.S. guided
tour of an area on the plain and:
hitchhiked 38 miles o the long-

! ; ) Laotian neutralist Premier: Sou- :
According to U.S. command fig- vanna Phouma called the loss of the

- Vietnam.

Oue U.S. expert pointed out that
‘there -are actually two wars in
“progress in Laos.

7 first there is the battle over the
1o Chi Minh-trail, which is vital to
the North Vietnamese for the inil-
tration of men and supplies—a

. battle therefore related to the

struggle between the United States

“and  South Vietnam and North

= Vietnamm,

. The second war, which Is being:

fought in northern laos, bas a

different. and older history, in an

area onee rescribed by a diplomat as:

~"hopeless but not critical.” .

. Today, a- growing number of

" genmalors are, however, concerned
that "Vietnamization”  of the war"
might some day be replaced by

 *Laosization." v -

o
A
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nate Showdowa With
5 \' won Over Laos Nears

rorcign Rclations Committee Wants to
Turn Spotllghr on Not-So- Sccret War

Lf)

BY JOH\? ll. A\'LRlLL .

) Times Statt Writer

WASHINGTON — \ftcr '
five months of quigt skir-

~
on the Administration, s
‘Making note of the-
stepped -up  warfare . in

“ces opposing the Commu-
nist Pathet Lao and North

Victnamese forecs now on caveful

dC\ ice, through

ml:hin,ﬁ the bc(palc T.RO~ Symington told the: the offensive in Laos. questioning, could bring
Foreign Relations Come ¢t ™ ®his subcom. ! Although the Adminis- most of the information in

niittee is approaching &
confrontation with the
4 Nixon Administration
over the secret US. in-

volvement in the not-so-

seerct war in Laos.

The issue is shmple: How
much should the Ameri-
ean public be pmmmcd 10
Lnow about UL& activities .
§n the little Southeast Asia
kingdom thal borders on
Vietnam?

Essentially nothing. in
the view of the Adminis-
tration. Essentially every-
thing. in the view of a
mamn'\' of the commitiee,

f"\ The committec, through
" its subcommittee on U.S.
secupity  agreements - and
eommitments ahroad, feels
it has a fairly accurate and
(O"inGhEILI\C account of
fzt what the United
States is doing in Laos.

But the Administration’
je trving to keep the ac-
count suppressed.

Closed-Dooe  earings

The =subconmmitten,,
“hoaded by Sen. Stuart .
Svminglon (D-Mo.), con-.
ducted  elosed-door  hoar-
fngs on Laos last Octoher,
questioning U8, diplo-
mats, military men and
n‘hers who have an inti-
mate knowledge of what is
going on. -

Ever since then, the

lhco.nmillce has  been
-n\..b to get State Depart-
ment clearance of the
"hearing tranzeript so it
can be made public. Thus
f"r the department has

rleared only what the
sitbeommittce regards as

- xm:molv inconzequential
acpects of the transcript.
The department has re-
fuzed to clear the rest -.on

arounds of natmnal bCClll‘l' !

1y,
Hccent

bc-"an inmenplp pressg‘f

o . cand the whole hialoly

mittee had the "full story

of fighting in Luos.
Other Demands
Demands for an Admi-!
nistration  accountiny on
Laos were expressed by
other subcommittee mems-
dhers, including Senate Ma- !
Jority Leader Mike Mans-!
field (D-Mont.) and Sen. J..
AVilliam Fulbright D-
Ark), chairman of thet.

parent. Torcign Rclatlons:

Commitice, ;

While there may bo’
(gome guestion as o how !
much effecct Senate
speeches have on the Ad-",
ministiration, several senas,
tors feel President Nixon
can't ignore them without
a risk to his credibility.

TPor instance a stdtcment.’
hy the TPresident” in his| .
televised talk to the nation
on Vietnam last Nov. 3 has
been repeatedly recalled
in rccent days. .

"1 helieve,” Mr, Nixon:
suid then, "that one of the
reasons for the deep divi- -
sion about Vietnam is that’
many Americans have lost-
‘confidence in what the
“government has told them
aboul our policy. The
Anmerican  people  cannot
and should not be asked to
support. a policy which
involves the overriding
jssues of war and peace
unless they know the
truth about that policy."

Thus far, the President -
has refused - to. discuss
what this countlry is doing
in Laos heyond acknow-
ledgzing there has hecen
hombmp of that portion of
North Vietnam's Tlo Chi
Minh  Trail thal passes-
through Lawvs. o

Acrial Assistance

there have heen

U.8. acrlal assistance to.
Laotian government for- .

" tive would be for the

fration insists there are no < he stille secret transcript
LS, ground combal forces | gut into the open.
fn Laos, there have been' .. flowever, the subeoms-
]\ICQ‘S l(‘}TOltS of former ! nnuces most pot(_nt weas
Green Berets of the US, | pon is the
Army's Special Forees and | (jon's
of Americon CIA agents | frrowing unhappiness in i
working as civilian advielf Congress, particularly in
sers to the Laotian army. . the Scnate. over U.S, milis
Gy iveck's end there | yary_involvement in Asia.
were some Indicatfons '™
‘that the Senate pressure
was having an impact on
the \(lnumblmtnon. ’

"This. matter is heing
taken very scriously !
throughout the cxeculive,.
branch,” a high Adminis- °
tration source said in re-
ference to the dispute over
cloarance of ‘the Syming- '
ton subcommitiee Laotian e
Aranscript. | "There is- a-! .~
possibility that_there will . . -~
be some give by the Admi-
matmuon.

“Alth ow*h Symington
continues to profess opti-
mism that a satisfactory
accord can be reached :
over the transcript, his '
subcommittee has dis-
cussed options open to it if .
the prescit impas‘se cone
tinues.

I'wibright, in an Inter-
view, said one allernative
would be for the subcom-
mittee to publish the
transeript  without cleas
rance, a course rceently |
threatened by Mansfield, |
However, both I‘ul-!
bright and Mansficld seid | :
“they would be extremely o
reluctant to take such a
step because the subcom-!
mittee needs Admmlatra-. .
tion cooperation on its ; ST
upcoming inguiry in to!
u.s. wmmnmcnts in Bu~’ )
rope.- - )
A more likely alterna- | :

subcominittee to conduct

Yet
or:Release 2004403/ HCYHURDPB0LOF601 R000700050001 -2

“using subcommittee inves-
tigators as witneases. This .

Administra-
awareness of -the:.

!
t
|
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Laos 2:
Fear Test
Of the
Nixon
Doctrine

WABHINGTON — A flash of

anxiety over the possibility of a

crisis in Laos streaked through:‘

Washington last week as the Ad-
ministration feared an early fest
of the new Nixon Doctrine. Mem-

bers of Congress expressed con- "

cern that the United States
would be engaged in a wider war
in Southeast Asia. And intelli-

gence analysts were puzzled by -

North Vietnamese intentions.
The apprehension spread al-
most in direct proportion to the
speed with which th North Viet-
namese swept across the Plaine
des Jarres in central Laos. But
.there were varying degrees of

‘tension_ here. A skeptic, .who -

‘admitted he was more nervous
than a few wecks ago, none-
theless argued: “Laos has been
.going down the drain for eight

or nine years. This Is nothing -

different.”* Others took a wait
and see attitude, hoping that
the North Vietnamese didn't

really want an escalation in .

Laos. Still others were alarmed:
‘They pointed to-the build-up of
North Vietnamese forces, which

were larger than ever before, -

‘the more belligerent tone of
Hanoi's propaganda, and the ex-
‘tensive use of American air
power. -Said’ an official who
called himself an informed by- .
stander: “I'm sick about the
whole thing.”

An assessment by Admiral
.John S, McCain, American com-
mander in the Pacific, was ons
with .which . a State Department

spokesman sald he could not .

. quarrel.
qguoted in Saigon as having said-

NBW xo:

Admiral McCain was

that the enemy “continues to
canduct the most determined ag-

gressive campaign in Laos since .
-the 1962. Geneva accords. The

present deteriorating situation is
of serious concern to us.”
Scveral  Senators,

publican of Maryland, were out-

spokenly critical last weck of -

"the Administration’s policy in
" Laos. Senator Mathias charged
that the Administration was

. turning Laos into “an arena for.
. the repetition of the mistakes of

our Vietnamese involvement.”

Senator Mike Mansfield, the -
‘Demoacratic majority leader from -

Montana, asserted that if the La-~
atian.conflict intensified, “all the
plans for Vietnamization and all
else will go down the drain, and

we will find ourselves in a most -

led - by
* Charles McC. Mathias- Jr., Re-

STATINTL

vanna Phouma and to put into
power a regime subject to Ha-

" noi’s will. Other officials here
‘were increasingly inclined to the

belief that the North ‘Viemam-

. . : ‘.

“Laos is far away

from America, but

- the world is small...
"“The security of all

- Southeast Asia will
be endangered if

- Laos loses its neutral

independence.”

‘John F. Kenneay.

March 23,1961 - *

difficult and. dangerous situa- o

tion.”

Vietnamese have evolved three
objectives in Laos. The first and

most pressing has been to pro- -
tect the Ho Chi Minh frail in-
eastern Laos, down which-men "
and supplies move to the war.
in South Vietnam. Some offi- -

cials here contended that the
North Vietnamese offensive was
limited to forcing the clandestine,

American-backed army of Maj. .

Gen Vang Pao in the Plaine
des Jarres region back to where
it started before last' summei’s

thrust across the plain toward o

the Ho Chi Minh trail.

The second and longer-range -
objective has been to overthrow.:
the Government of Premier Sou- '

“We cannot let

- Dwight D. Euenhower,
Dec. 31, 1960 o

Over the years, the North

ese now intend ‘to destroy the
clandestine army, which has
been ‘reportedly trained and fi-
nanced by the Central Intelli-

.gence Agency. The loss of the

clandestine army would put the
North Vietnamese in a position
to overrun all of Laos.

The third and ultimate North

- Vietnamese objective, in the view

of many officials here, has been
to establish in Laos a base for

"infiltration and subversion into
- Thailand.

By the end of the week,
sources with access to intelli-
gence estimates said they did
not know whether the North
Vietnamese would be satisfied to

- stop where they were now, or
-.strike on. But most analysts

agreed that the next few weeks

. - ==or even days--would produce
- ‘< a better indication of the North
" Vietnamese intentions.

- Laos fall to the -

Communists even if -

. We ha.ve to ﬁght 99~ mot allowing the United States
. s

In the offing is the question of
whether the Administration will
adhere to the NiXon Doctrine of

to become entangled in a wider
land war in Asia, or to act to
prevent the fall of Laos on the

‘ground that it is vital to the se.

curity. of American interests in

1A, DP80-01601 ROOO_

v4

South: - Vietnam . and _Thailand, .
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“US. @mcmaggmdﬂ
Remmﬁw About Laos '

i North Vietnamese Foreign
Mmlstcr Nguyen Duy Trinh
vhﬂrgcd the United States
iwith intensifying the war in
:Laos in a rare interview with
‘& visiting American newsman
,that was released yesterday.

» Apart from the special em-
‘phasis on Laos, there were no
"immediately apparent new in-
.predients in the interview ve-
portcd by Daniel DelLaice of
‘the Associated Press. To diplo-
‘matie observers what Trinh
_sald looked like a very famil-
“far. restatement of IHanol's
terms for ending the war that
‘have been repcated for
‘months in the stalemated
.Paris peace talks,

U.S. officlals will be scrutl-
‘nizing the interview, however,
'to determine if there are any
‘other shadings of significance
in it. ’

i Trinh, by his charge that the
United’ States has intensified

By Murrey Marder . ‘
‘Washington Post S8taff Writer ;

namizing” the war in South
Vietnam,

Newsman DeLuce reportcd
that Trinh spent a considera-
ble time discussing the report.
er's question about the possi-
bility of a standstill ccase-fire
in South Vietnam, But De-
Luce's account did not show
that Trinh himself ever used
the term "cease-fire,”

Instead, as reported, Trlnh
was quoled a3 rcplylmg cllipti-
cally to the cease-fire question
by saying that the Communist
side’s. standard 10-point peace.
plan 'provides for reaching
agreement “on revelant quess
tions,” the most important he.'
ing "thq withdrawal of alll
troops."”

The American-South Viet-
namese position calls for the;
withdrawal of all mon. South}
Vietnamese . forces, meamng
the recall of North Vietnam-'

the war in Laos with the use]
of “massive B52 bombings™!
.ndded to a newly expandmg‘

ese.as well ‘a3 American ‘end
other allied trqopn.,mu.m.wm;

‘Hanol theme which is ralsing’,

;questions In Washington about
.Communist intentions in Laos.’
It suggests that Hanol is
4mplying that {is capacity tol
keep the Laotian conflict:
going can frustrate U.S, at~
‘tempts to disengage from the J
[MFMAJWEM‘ DY I'Y le

'
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Corruption
In Laos Aid
Reported

ST. LOUIS, Fch. 28 (AP)—
Reports that corruption is si-
‘phoning off rice and American’
money in Laos have been
reaching secnators investiga-
iting U.S. involvement in Laos,
ihe St. Louis Post-Dispatch
said in its Sunday cditions,

t . An article by contributing
editor Marquis W. Childs sald
‘one report indicate- Central
Inteliigence Agency pay - for
mercenaries in Laos was being
diverted to the pockets of re.
cruiters. ‘
; Another involved reports,
the newspaper said, about rice
~intended for Laotian forces,
itheir families and Meo tribes-
‘men—which may have ended
up on the South Vietnamese
‘black market.
. “Information provided by a
foreign intelligence network
[, .. indicates that only a frac-
tion of the Laotian soldiers
jorganized by the CIA took,
ipart in the defense of the
Plain of Jars in a recent at-
tack by the North Vietnam-
iese,” th e newspaper article
‘said. - =
“Beeause these were merce-

'naries whose pay went {o vil- .

‘lage chiefs, the concluslon of
the intclligence sour ce was'
ithat fairly large sums were
‘pocketed by the Laotian re-
_eruiters rather than paid to. in-
‘dividuals to fight.”

" The article said an Ameri-

can officer responsible for,

supplying rice to government
‘troops told Sen. J. William
Juibright (D-Ark.), “he was
convinced that a large part of
the thousands of tons of rice
for the Lao forces, their fam-
4lies and for the Meo tribes-
men who also.are part of the
_fighting force, was going into

‘the. black market in South|.

‘Vietnam,” the:newspaver sald.

1
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o Policy Blocks News of War

J

By TAMMY ARRUCKLE

Star Kpeclal Writer

VIENTIANE - A policy
~aimed at preventing press cov-.
‘erage of the war in Laos, pre-
‘sumably in order to hide
‘American involvement, is
‘being followed by Laotian and’
AULS. officials.

Under the policy, reporters
are prevented from reaching
the area in Laos where most
of the American involvement
is occurring, Northeastern
Military Region II.

It is fairly easy to kecp
reporters out because of the
nature of the terrain in Laos
and the lack of any transporta-
tion not under the control of
the American Embassy.

Most of Laos consists of jun-
gle-covered mountains with
few roads. What roads exist
are rudimentary and virtually
impassable during the mon-

soon season betwecn May and p

. October. At other times of the
year, the roads are subject to
ambush and harassment by
pro-Communist Pathet Lao.

Fly or Walk

A reporter either can fly or.
-walk in the jungle.To fly, he
needs a plane or helicopter,
and planes and helicopters are"’
.under U. S, control even’
though ostensibly belonging to
private airlines. ,

1t is possible to walk, but it's -
.a big country. And a reporter -
who starts out walking is often
picked up by either Laotian
troops or armed American ci-
vilians. '

Almost all planes going to
the combat areas are light air-
craft or transports belonging
to Air America or Continental -
Airways, private companies
under simullaneous charter to
the Central Intelligence Agen- |
‘cy and the Agency for Interna-
tiona] Development. .

Before one can board a!
plane, combal area clearance :
is needed from the U. S. Em-/
bassy, and this clearance is.
. mot given.

Other Charters

A private American compa- "

ny, Bird & Son, also opcrates
helicopters for charter, but
also says it requires *‘clear-:
ance from the United States

Emety wARProVEd FemRurens el 2004103104

Again, clearance is nol giv-!
en, although embassy olficials .
never flatly refuse clearance. '
But by not granting clearance,
they assure the helicopters
won't fly with reporters in,
them, ‘ '

Similarly, a reporter rarely:
receives an  outright ‘‘no” |
from the cmbassy when he re-;
quests permission to board a!

sheeting, Americans disgusted;
with the whole system said
during interviews,

. The allernative to a journal-

ist covering the Lao war is to
walk in the forest, but this po-:
ses problems of dodging hos--
tile tribesmen, booby traps,
mines, friendly bombing and:
ambushes.

STATINTL

On one such occasion, after' -

plane. Embassy tactics 'in-,narrowly missing a Commu-,
clude saying that aircraft are nist ambush which killed four
“not available” or “not going Laotians and walking three
to that area” or “overloaded.” ;days, I was detained for three.
The excuses are seldom found ‘days in open arrest and re-
to he true. lcased only on an order from
Another embassy tactic is to “ Premier Souvanna Phouma. .

pass the buck to the Laode- . mpravel is not the only prob- 11

va k

fensc ministry. The ministry,

headed by Premier Souvanna
Phouma, seldom grants per-

tlem for reporters covering the
jLao war. Even in background *

. one such incident,

mission. It says, quite accu-|briefings, U.S. officials and”
rately, that the Laotians lack | military will not discuss”
transport facilities. -  American bombing or ground >,
) - Pactivities, T
Disappearing Americans .

Central Intelligence Agency: Encmy Number 1 3 '
employes and American mili-. These CIA people consider’;
tary are warned that if a’the American public as enemy -
correspondent does show up in: number one, 1 think even!
their area, they are to disap- worse than Hanoi,” an Ameri-
ear, ' - can staffer here said,

“You should have scen this The U.S. is thought by many
place empty when they heard Americans nere to have a:
the press was coming,” an good case for what is a very|
American sald while relating small U.S, involvement coms.
‘pared to the large-seale intep- 3

Lao Gen. Bounphone Maha- vention by Hanol.
parak, South Laos factical Secrecy, some officials here.
zone commander, said “if we fear, can only cause the U.S. i
let you go somewhere, the public, unaware of the facts,
Americans will ‘stop their op- to call for total U.S. disen- ;
erations till you leave, Militar-- gagement, g
ily we cannot afford to let IHighranking Lao. officials"{
that happen,” -are aware of this and fear it ;

A favorite embassy gambit could be the death knell of
when press or U.S. domestic . their 16-year-old nation. They !
political pressure becomes too ‘privately say they hope Sou-?
great is to organize a trip for - vanna Phouma will change in-; B
all the press corps, permitting formation policies. oo '
only one day in the field. . Mcanwhile, a war goes on,

During a press irip of this ,According to the lists of pen-*
nature last week to Sam sions being paid by the Lao-
Thong, close to Long Chicn, tian government, it is a war? -
U.S. headquarters in Military; that -is teking Laotian lives at.. -

[ I

LS

s

4
1
a

Region II, an American offl-:a rate of 300 a month, - .
cial candidly admitted, “*Some.; = 7 R AT
body in Vietiane asked if I
wanted to plose up my opera-:
tion for the day because you:
guys were around.” .

He wouldn't divulge who:
“somehody in Vicntiane" was.:

During the brief stay in Sam
Thong, a voice over the inter-
com system asked if “our visl-!
tors are gone yet?” K
Jets Rerouled i

Whenever press trips are ar-
ranged, U.S, jets are rerouted, ! . .
ground advisers take & day off
and Air America carries inno-

A
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Does that sound familiar? |

. From FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW, Hong Kong

The continuing conflict in Laos sporadically produces a rash of head-
lines in the U.S. press wlich are quickly forgotten. Some time ago,

for instance, Senator J. W, Fulbright questioned America's ten-year -

involvement in Laos, but after some fulmination the issue -faded.

- Arnold Abrams, a seasoned correspondent now writing for Hong
:-Kong's highly respected Far Eastern Economic Review, raises the

question anew with a sweeping and ominous examination of the un-

publicized battles now taking place in the Laotian underbrush. No,
U.S. officials assured Abrams, America seeks no wider war in Laos

. tal and probing at Long Cheng,

" shattered the morale of govern-

- despair.
shaken officials dccided to hit "’

STATINTL

: They pushed _

ering road Jinks to the royal capi-

e T

northern nerve center of the CIA \/
and operations base for General

.. Vang Pao's so-called sccret army.

The enemy’s steamrolling drive ™™ "

ment forces and brought U.S. and
Laotian officials to the verge of
In late summer the

A gt .

« . . and the writer was reminded of other words in other places . ., . -

"ESPITE BLITHE denials and
bland interpretations by Vien-
tianc officials, the war in Laos

may be entering a decisive phase, .

U.S. Embassy officials insist-—~in
private—that the
struggle here is still an American

. “holding operation,” a lowkey ef- -
© . fort with limited objectives. But

intensified fighting in the last
six months may have triggered
an escalatory cycle leading to an-

other face-off between Washing-.

ton and Hanoi. Government forces

* now wait anxiously to learn what

post-dated price tag will be put on

their late-summer offensive which
pushed the enemy off the Plain

of Jars for the first time in five
years. However, thrusts by com-
munist forces in other areas have
to some extent dampened the
government’s success.

The expected enemy thrust-

could force a crucial decision on
Washington: whether or not to
increcase American involvement
in Laos when standing fast might
be tantamount to backing off. An
Amcrican plunge into another
Asian quagmire is almost un-
thinkable at present, but Richard

Nixon's willingness- 10 concede .

control of a contested country to

communist forces is equally hard -

to ecnvision. U.S. policymakers
had been hoping to avoid such a
decision by keeping this conflict
staulemated until a Vietnam scttle-
ment, involving Laos, could be

Approved Fbr Relea

decade-long -

reached, They managed that un-
-+ til last June, when a turnabout
. in  cnemy tactics drastically
changed the course of this war,
. Now, with no Vietham settlement

out on American hopes in Laos.

.+ Soul, straddling the Plain of Jars’
. western edge.

Moreover, the North Vietnam-

. ese didnt stop at Muong Soul.

. in sight, time may be running .

. Last June's cnemy assault in-
" volved an estimated seven North
" Vietnamese battalions in a suc- -

" cessful four-day siege against the -

. government outpost of Muong

_back hard., A secrecy-shrouded
counter-offensive was launched,
marked by fierce American acrial

- pounding and increased Ameri-
. can logistical support. The gov- -,
.. ernment won back Muong Soui, -
" regained the Plain of Jars. -
~ Vientiane officials now try to
_playdown the late-summer action,
" particularly the Americans’ role. .-
They talk of government troops =~ ',
- “waltzing in” to the Plain of Jars, - * '~ -
finding that the North Vietnam- -~ . ..

-ese had abandoned it, leaving be-

hind large amounts of supplies.
(i~ These officlals have no evi.

“dence to support that theory. '

ot

Moreover, when pressed in a pri- . "
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