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. BY LAUREI\CL STERN

Exclusive fo The Times from
fhe Washington Post

NUEVO LAREDO, Mex,
~ - Oblivious 1o the vyi-

olence, tho American tor-
©ists tramp though the sun-

Paked carly Metro-Gold-
wyr.- Mayer m (u n drag,
_ "Ave., " pushing
itheir way thlou”h the ha-
ZAars hcaped with tax- -Jrec

Yiquor, cigavets, . cut-r ate .
! jewelry and handcerafted
shlock. d :

Most of them are un-
m\ are that twg' other gpe-

* cialties of.{his Rio Grande
“porder town arc mutilated
*corpses and narcotics traf-
Jic. The relationship be-
more ;

{ween- the two s
than a casual one.
~ The machine.
the machele have tlaken

- the lives of some 83 Mexi-
can police, customs offi-
drug puzhers and!
. hdp]LS\ \mencanq within !

- the.past vear.-Jt has creat-

ed what one tocal jour mal-
ist “calls a "psychosis of
terror™ in- Nuevo L.aredo.

Pay after day the news-

papers have published
" photographs of the blood-

spattered or decapitated
hodies of the latest victims

of the violence. One of the-

riewspapers, Jil Manana,
its, plant . machine-
gum‘r,d and its presses
sahotaged late last vear as

. an admomtion ag ainst
: idcmlfymg local hood-
< Juns,

Violence has long been

.endemic to the XMMexico

border,. where men still

. slouch al the bar with a

gun tucked under 1he11
belt.” -
Dope at Root
"But the recent bloodshed
gurpassed - even
Nuevo Laredo's gory stan-
dards of tolevance.. |
The underlying .reason
for the violence of Nuevo
Laredo has been.its emer-
sienee as the principal

gun and -
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"Mexican  connection”
along the 1,200-mile Texas-
Mexican border for the,
smuggling of heroin, op-
fum, cocaine and mari-
Juana into the United
» »ldl('

’\Icmco molf has in the

viow of veleran warcotics

officials hécome the yprin-
cipal narcotics pipeline be-
cause of the tightened sur-
veillance of the ports of
entry along the Awmerican

“llastern ccabomd and the

Canadian horder.
And Nuevo Laredo now
lies along a major narcot-

Jes ihomunhfalc that rung

Jnmlhw(nd from Aexico
Cily and Monterrey along
Tighway 85, funnelmff
into the v a]](‘\ of Texas.

The border region is &
sieve 1o smugglers. Thou-
sands of cars and pedceu i
ang swarm across the in-
{fernational hridge inlo
Yaredo, Tex., (’ach (ld\' In
many placm the Rio
Grande can casily be for d-"
ed by a determined man
with a backpack.

Toasy Access

There are many points.
at which cotlon grows and
cattle graze in the river
hed and a truck can drive
across its width, Hundreds
of small, private planecs
used for crop-dusting and
ranch-to-ranch  transport
can. easily be conv erted
into drug conveyers.
Within the past year the
Nixon Administr ation has
sought to prod the Mexi-
can government into
stricter enforcement  ac-
‘fivity in an area where
police officials have tradi-
tionally tended to wink or
dozg or enrich themselves.
President Nixon has
conferred  with  Mexican
President Luis Tchevar-
yia. Director John K, In-
persoll of the Justice De-
partment’s Buredu of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous

Drugs has met with Mexi-
can - Atty. Gen. Pedro J.
Ojeda Paullada. Ojeda’s
soi summered this wvear
with the family of U.s.
ALLV Gen. Richard Klein-
dienst.

The amity, dt least at, the
highest level of official-
‘dom, has rarely run so

thick on both sides of the .

- ite Francisco Javier

border. Bul at the opera-

“tional level—on the streets .

of . Nueve Laredo — the
frustalions of the law:
men, both American -and
Mexican, are considerable.

One narcolics official,
speaking - of rccent re-
verses in the joint cam-
paign to reduce the drug
{low across the border, re-
fers (cspondently to the

-*Mexitan dis- conneetioh."

Such is the setting in
which the violence has
{lourished here for more
than a vear between police
and rival gangs, such as
the Reyes Prunedas and
the Gayton Clain who once
feuded fiercely for control
of the lnecrative drug
slream that flowed 3101w
Highway 85 past their
ranches. y .

Principal Figure

Police on both sides of -
the border as well as
knowledgeable residents

of Nuevo Laredo identify
as the principal figure in
the town's underworld <l-
Ber-
al Lopez, who seems to
velish the {wo nicknames
that the press has con-
ferred upon him: Il Padri-
no (the Godfather) and 1l
Abogado Del Diable (the

'De,vsl'% Advocate).

Bernal, an attorney, is a
heavy - set, moustachioed
man of imposing presence
who habitually carries a
gun in his helt and some-
iimes a .45-caliber machine
gun at his shoulder. He
openly acknowledges that
his clientele conszstq of
drug traffickers as well as_

the tough plstolelos, or

hired guns, who drift up
from: the intérior's farm-.

Jands to make a quick dol-
lar and others engaged in
what is 1ot conventionally

considered as upright. en- |

ter prise.

Bernal emerged ﬁom
obscurity some 10 months
ago lo preside over the
feuding criminal factions
in this border region. Po-
lice and Mexican {federal
authorities ascribe to him
an important role in
governing Nuevo Laredo's
drug smuggling under-
world,

"He 1S the only one with
the brains to run the orga-
nization," said one high-
-ranking Mexican law en-
forcement official sent
here to bring the lawless
state of affairs under con-
trol.
ate hoodlums."

Bernal denieg the accu-
sations. He replies that the
CIA and 1*BI were respon-
sible {or some of the kill-
ings. "I do my work. And
my.work is defending peo-
ple," Bernal said at a re-
cent street corner press
conference,

On Aug. 29 he walked
into- the federal building
with- two bodyguards to
answer a subpoena issued
by a special attorney for

the gover nmen( %a]\uztoxe
Del Tore Rosales. Authori-
ties questioned Bernal, for
more than two hours on
events that led up to the
assassination last Julv 28
of Federal  Police Com-
mandant Everardo Perales
Rios, who has run an ag-
gressive campaign against
dmg smuggling during a

six-week tenure that end-

ed _with his death,

m,rm\l Event

The murder of Derales,
who was sent 1o Nuevo
Laredo to head the Mexi-
can federal policy
sence in the state of Ta-
maulipas, was a signal
event in the bordor drug
war,

During h]s nom lived
Incumbency Commandant
Perales hauled in more
drugs than had been
seized in Nuevo J.aredo in
the previous quarter of a
century, according in nar-
cotics officials, including a
kilo of heroin with a retail
value of - $200,000, three
tons  of marijuana and
caches of cocaine and opi-
um

Asithe pace of his anti-
smuggling activities picked
up momentum there were
threats both against Per-
ales and against an Ameri-
can narcotics agent work-
ing with him along the

border. Ward filtéred hack.
that a $3,000 contract had;
been issued on the U.S.
agent's life and his superl-
ors in the Burecau of Nar:
|('01]cq 1)1,1]19(‘1 him  hack

"The wst are 1118TATINTL
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relationship between corpses

;1denhfvmg local hoodlums,

““can border, where men still slouch

- mile Texas-Mexican border for

WASHINGTON TOST
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By Laurence Stern
Washington Post Yoreign Service

NUEVO LAREDO, Mcxico, Sept. 2—Oblivious
to the violence, the American tourists {ramp
through the sun-baked XLarly Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer main drag, Guerrero Avenue, pushing
their way through the tax-free bazaars heaped
with tax-free lquor, cigareltes, cut-rate jewelry
and hand-crafted schlock.

Most of them ave unawarce {bhat fwo other
specialtics of this Lio Grande border town are
mutilated- corpses and navcoties fraffic. The
and narvcotics is
more than a casual one.

The machine gun and the m'ad:ete liave taken
the lives of some 85 Mexican police, customs of-
ficials, drug pushers and hapless Anericans
within the past year. 1t has created what one
Tacal journalist calls a “pswho‘ﬂs of terror” in
Nue\'o Laredo.

Day aftox day the newspaners have published
photographs of the blood-spaltered or decapi-
tated remains of the latest vietims of the vio-
le_rxce. One of the newspapers, La Manana, had

.its plant machine-gunned and its presses sabo-.

taged late last yvar as an admonition mgamst

.- Violence has lonw been éndemic to the Mexi-
al the bar
with guns tuc]\(.d wider their belts. But the
level of bloodshed has far surpassed evern Nuevo
Laredo’s govy standards of telerance. .

The undetlvmn reason for the violence of
Nucvo Laredo has been its emergence as the
principal “Mexican connection” along the 1,200-
the smuéighnv
of heroin, opium, cocaine and marijuana mio
‘che UnitedsSlates.

~Mexico itself has, in the view of \etomu
nax cotics orflcmls bccome the principal nar-
COtILS pipeline beeause of the tlightened swe-
‘ veillance of the ports of

entry along the American
eastern scaboard and the
Canadian border,

And Nuevo Laredo now

‘Hes along a major narcotics .

thoroughfare that runs
" porthward from Mcexico City
and Monterrey along High-
way 85 funneling. into the
yvalley of Texas..
The horder reglon Is &

gleve to smugglers. Thou-,

pands of cars and pedestris
ans swarm across the Inter
national hridge into Larede
each day. In many places
- the Rio Grande can easily
bhe forded by a determined
‘man with a backpack,
There are many points at
which cotton grows and cat«
tle graze in the riverbed and
-a truck can drive zcross its
width. Hundreds of small,
 private planes used for
{erop-dusting and ranch-to-
ranch {ransport can casily
‘be econverted into drug cou-

veyers. . . ...

~Qjeda’s son summercd this

.;S okl U/L
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Within the past ycar the
Nixon Adrainis{ration hasg
sought to prod the Mexican
poverninent into stricter en-
forcement activity in -an E
area where police officials’
have traditionally tended to
wink or doze or cnrich
themselves,

President Nixon has con-
ferred with Mexican Presi-
dent Luis Echeverria. Direces
tor John . Ingersoll of the
Justice Depavitment’s e
reau of Naveoties and Dane
rerous Drugs has met with
Mexican Atltorney General
Pedro J. Ojeda Paullada.

year with the family of U.S,
Attorney General Richavd
Kleindienst.

Tho amity, at least at the
highest level of officialdorn,
has rarely run so thick on
hoth sides of the border. But
at the operational level--on
the streets of Nuevo Laredo
~-the frustrations of the
lawmen, both -American and
Mewican, are considerable,

One  narcotics official,
snenlanf’ ol xccan reverses
in the joint mm]’mwn {0 re-

*duce the drug flow across

the border, refers despond-
ently to the “Mexicun dis-
connection™,

Such is the setfing in
which the violence has
flourished here for more
than a year hefween police
and rival gangs, such as the
ieyes Prunedas and the
Gayton clans, who  onhce
feuded {fiercely for control
of the luerative drug stream
that flowed along Highway
85 past their ranches.

Police on both sides of the °

border as well as kuowls
edgeable residents of Nuevo
Larvedo identify the prmcx-
pal figure in the town's ui
derworld elite as IFrancisco
Javier Bernal Lopez, who
scems to relish the two nick-
names that the pxe"s has
conferred upon him: Ii Pad-
rino (the godfather) and Xl
Alsogade del Diablo  (the
devil’'s advocate).
" DPernal, an attorney, is a
heavy-set, moustachiotd inan
of imposing presence who
habitually carries a gun in
his belt and sometimes a
45 caliber machine gun at
his shoulder, He openly ac-
rmmowledges that his clien-
tele consists of drug traf-
. fickers ag. well as, fhe wugh
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plsto)cros or ‘hired guns,

who drift up from the interi-

or's ‘{armlands to make a
quick dollar ond others er™

gaged in what is not conven-
tmu:ﬂlv considered as up-
right enterprise,

Bernal emerged from oh-
seurity some 10 months ago
to preside over the feuding.
crirminal factions in this bor-
der region. Police and Mexi-
can federal authorities as-
cribe to him an important
reole in fgoverning Nuevo
Yaredo’s drug smuggling un-
derworld.

“He is {he only otie \"xth
.the brains to run the organi-

zation,” said one highrank-
ing Mexican law enforce-
ment  official sent here to

"bring the lawless state of af-

faivs under control. “The
rest are illiterate  hood-
Iumns? ) .

Bernal denfes the accusa-

tions, Ile replies that the
CIA and IBI were responsi-
ble for some of the killings.

291 do my work, and my work

is defending pcople,” Bernal

sald at a recent street cor- -

ner press conference,
He also coutends that in

several drug seizures and ar-

rosts Mexican police stood:

‘back while more aggressive
U.S. narcotics agents took

the Initiative, It is Bernal’s

one accusation that some
law cnforcement officlals
concede is not wholly with.
cut foundation.
Under the protocols gov-
erning American narcotics
operations here, U.S. agents
can offer various forms of
assistance at the request of
. Mexico. Such acts of assiste
ance, say knowledgeable of-

ficials, have at times taken .
an acuve form. This was re--

cently made evident by un-
derworld threats here to kill
an American agent assighed
to work with Mexican fed-
eral police.

Authorities questioned
Bernal last Tuesday for
more than two hours on
events that led up to the as-
sassination last July 28 of
Federal Police Commandant

Fverarde Perales Rios, who-

had run an aggressive cam-
paisn agalpst drug smug-
gling during & slx-week ten-

-ure  that ended with lus

death,

The nurder of Peralw,
who was sent fo Nuevo Lar-
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; KENNETH F. JOINSON, an associate professor of )
! polilical science at the University of Missouri, St.
" Louis, says he and his family were deported from Mex-

" jeo because he was accused of working for {he Central
P | B

’ _Intelligcnce Agency. :

{ - “They triecf'to gel to confess to cspionage,” Johnson

~ said Friday, “They accused me of being a front for the

" CIA. I signed the statemen{ admitting to interfering -in
~ their political ailairs after they threatened to throw our
" 4-month-old baby out of a window and say it was an ac-
.+ cident” S -

i Johinson, 38, who was a Fulbright scholar in Argen-
[ tina in’ 1967, said he was in Mexico to rescarch a
" yevision of his hook, “Mexican Democracy: A Critical
[v View,” e L clal ST W v i .

B T e R
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St. ‘l.‘szzis Pi‘bfess‘;;; |
- Deported by Mexico,|

+ Latin America was deported

‘held in custody by Mexican

- interrogated, Mr. Johnson said

, mit I really was working for

-of intervening in the internal

27 AUG 1972

Denies Spy Charge

- Spectz) %o The New York T'mes .
_ST. LOUIS, Aug. 26 - A po-|
litical science professor who
has extensive contacts . amongj.
guerrilla and leftist sources in

from Mexico this week and ac-

cused, he said, of being a for-

eign intelligerice agent.
Kenneth F. Johnson was

immigration officials .for two
and a half days and extensive-
ly interrogated, he said, before
being released on Thursday.
His~ wife and 4-month-oid
daughter were also held in|
custody for 48 hours. >
Mr. Johnson is an assoclate
professor of political science at
the University of Missouri at
St. Louis and the author of a
book that is critical of the
Mexican Government. He said
he was in Mexico to conduct
interviews with political dis-
sidents for a revision of the
book, called ‘“Mexican De-
mocracy: A Critical Review.”
Some of the interviews were
with top leaders of the Party
for National Action, a-far-left
underground political party.

The 39-year-old professor!

and his family were arrested:
Monday night at their hotel
suite in Mexico City by im-
migration agents and taken to
a prison complex where he was

in an interview.
“They wanted for me to ad-

the Central Intellizence Agen-
cy MWW
T3 would not do that.”

He said he was released aft-
er signing a statement in which
he admitted being technically
guilty of a diplomatic charge

affairs of Mexico.

A top Mexican officlal re-
vortedly said, however, that Mr.,
Johnson was expelled because
of “some irregularities in his-l
papers.” The official said Mr.
Johnson was'in Mexico on a
tourist permit but was found
to be working, which is illegal.
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» ANTIHORNY RIMEY -
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by

¥
vintrers, of would-be sol-
s of fortune who, forr a

fram eerial bombing of a
atin Awerican  capital to
reinfilg @ rercenary armpy.
1t js & world populated by
part-time  private investiga-
tors, by restless former meni-
Lers of the United States
Army Speeial Forces, by ex-
couvicts and by citizens vwho
pold respectable jobs and
occasionally disappear for.a
fewr weeks,

It was a man known in
this world, Victor E. Stadter,
a  B0-year-old  Californian,
who was at the controls of &
small rented  aivplane  that
landed at Brownsville, Tex,,
-shortly before midnight on
Aug. 18 to add the last touch
fo an exfraordinary prison
cscape.

With Mr. Stadter in the
alrpline was Joel David Kap-,
Yan, 44, anheir to his father's
wealth, wiy wes glvon o in-
ternadjonal intrigue and who,
relatives fearcd, might dic in
a Mexican prison if forced
to scrve out a 28-year sen-
tence <for warder. Kaplan
maintains that the murder
charge is false. S

Earlier that night while
prison puards were watching
a movie in the Santa Maria
Acalilla Penltentiary near
Mexico City, a  helicopter
dropped  inside the walls,
picked up Kaplan and anoth-
cr prisoner and disappeared.

Kaplan had been in prison
nine years, and relatives say
it was hecessary to bring him
into the United States legally

59 that he could claim an in-
heritance held in a trust fund
In New York City.

S0 Mr, Stadter and Kaplan
nolified the United  Stotes
Customs at Brovnsville that
they were ariving and they
vere met, scarched aond then
cleared, ¥aplan is now said
to hie in the United States in
hiding. ’ '

Approved Fo

.dora, Calif, -
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T Sources in the' paramil-
tary - underground. -said the
original cstimate ¢f the cost
of the rescue was $£50,000,
Whether that figure includes
full payment for his rescucrs
is not known,

Mr.  Stadter, who ap-
parently masterminded the
escape, was rcached by tele-
phone at his home in Glen-

“Not another person alive:

knows this story but me,” Le.
sald. “We were very careful”

so that no one person wouvld
know everything.” C

He added with a ,dash of
cockiness that the rescue was
“just a day's work, I've been
doing this for 20 years.”

Of Kaplan, he sgaid that
‘“Joel necds help” and that

vutil things quicted down.

In Sausalito, Calif,, where
Kaplan’s sistef, Mrs. Judith
Dowis, lives in a big Spanish
mision-style house, there was
an air of relief Jast week,

“I couldn’t be happier,”
said Mrs. Dowls, a 40-year-
old divorcee.

She "said ber understand-
ing was that her brother
could not claim his inherit-
ance, held at the United
States Trust Company in New
York, valess he was legally
in the United Siates. .

The administrator of the
trust, Bary Waldorf, con-
tacted by telephone in New
York, said only: “I am not
Hree to give you any kind of
‘a commient on anything to do
with hig affairs.” -

- Not Sought Ly F.uY. -
WA spokesman for the
United States Department of
Justice said that Kaplan is
not. sought by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation,

Little formal intercst has
been shown by the Mexican
Govermment in obtaining the
retarn of Kaplan, i

And in Mexico .City, his at-
torney, Victor Velazquez, 74,
said that no Mexican law had
been broken in the escape.

He explained that there-
is a gap.in Mexican law re-
parding escapes from prison.
It-is only a crime to break
out of prison i viclence is
used. : .

“No ‘violence was used,”
Mr. Stadter sr»qjd. “"l‘herc, was

PENPAT S5 SO

© mient consultants.”

6 SEP 1971

Mr. Velazquez said he was
very happy that Kaplan had
been {reed beecause he was
convineed he was innocent.
He added, with a touch of
hwnor, that it “is in kecping:
with the age of Apollo to es-
cape upwards.” .

Served in War

Those who knew Kaplan
before his conviction said he
was intrigued by what one

» man called *“the swamp of

Caribbean politics” when he
began working in his late
father's sugar and molagses
business after serving in the
*Navy in World War 11, Kap-
fan grew’ up in Ridecfield,
Conn,, and attended the New
Mexico Military Institute.
J“His only interest was pol-
itics,” said one source who
as known him many years,
© The same source said he
was fond of intrigue and dis-
puises and that he had used

‘he would be kept in hiding {alse glasses and a British’

seaman’s identity when he en-
tered Mexico in 1981, He was
with three other men, one of
them a business associate,
Luis M. Vidal Jr.,, whom Nr.
Valazquez described  as a
gun-runncr.

Strange Business Conutections

Kaplan at the time- was
president of the American
sucrose Company  and  Mr.
Vidal was the  company’s
freasurer,

Jt was onc of several un-
usual  business  connections
Kaplan had, Ancther was
Alratronics Incorporated,
which was designed to assist
Adhe-electronic and. industrial
development of new African
nations. Afratronics had no
agssels ov physical facilitics,
just a New York mailing ad-
dress, and it listed four Af-
rican leaders as - “manage-

The body of a man said
to be Mr. Vidal was found
shot four times in the head
and buried in a shallow grave
in  Mexico - in November,
1861, : .
o Mr, Velazauez said that
the body was that of &
heavy,. bald man in his 8§0’s
with bad teeth and a straight
nose and that Mr. Vidal was
in his 30's, dark-haired, flat
nosed and had good tecth.
Nofingerprints and no X-rays
of the teeth were cver taken;
Mr. Velazquez said, '

28-Year Murder Sentence

Mexican authorities thought

the body was Mr. Vidals,

STATINTL

convicted and senfenced' to
.28 years in prison for the
Juurder, i

Over the wyears, several
plans to free Laplan from
prison were tried unsuccess-
fully, A source close to the
family said thaf hundicds of

thousands of dollars had’
been  spent © in escape”
attempis, ’ :

One plan involved hiding'
Kaplan in a lavndry truck.
Another involved attempting
to bribe the prison warden to,
drive him out in the warden’s'
personal car to mect a wait-
ing jet airplane; '

Another man carried 150,
000 pesos-—-aboyt $120,000--
into the jail in an attenpt to

*buy Raplan's releess, !

Healih Reported Vailing .
Meanwhile Xaplan’s health
was reported to be failing in
jail, and members of his fam-
iy were inecreasingly con-
cerned. His sister said he'
swas suffering {from emphy-
scma, liver trouble and other,
ailments. . .
“Iie may ‘be a vegetable
by the end of his time there,”
wrote cne of those who ar-
ranged escape attemnts aftor
his visit to Kaplan in. the:
prison.  “Ie  goog through
periods of decp depression,
Is al tiaes desperate in mind,
thouglt and actions-—sort of
grasps for straws to try and,
gt out. As a result he'is an
easy mark for some fast-tall.
ing inmates with g sure
plan.” i
.'l"hc story of the escape, as
pieced together from repoits
In the United States and
Mexican .press, interviews,
with these involved and with
United States Goverament of- .
ficials, is as follows: - - -
A Bell plastic-top helicop-
Ler was purchased from Na--
trona Services, lnc, a ura-
niug-exploration company in
Casper, Wyo., for an amount
regorted o have been $25,-
000. It left an alrport at Mc-
Allen, Tex., the morning be-
fore the escape, and, making
several stops on the way, ar-
rived in Mexico City on the
evening of Aug. 18, :
When it got to the jail, all
but five prison guards were
walching & motion. picture,
“The Altar of Biood,” and the

~ helicopter landed in the jail's
large rear patio... - ‘

Kaplan and another prison-

. s Efarlae Anban] onireras
however, and Kaplan was of, Carlos Antonjo Contreras,
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MIEXICO:
The Great Escane

Not a detail had been left to chance,
The evening roll call was over and, in-
side. the sturdy blockhouse at the Santa
Marta Acalila Prison necar Mesico Cily,
all but five of the jail’s 125 guards were
safely oul of the way--watching a movic
called “The Altar of Blood.” At this op-

- portune moment, a helicopter bearing

the blue and white colors of thie Mexican
Attormey General’'s oflice {luttered into
the prison courtyard. And with that, two
prisoners sprinted from a biding place,
jumped inlo the waiting chopper and
vanished over the wall without a shot
being fired. Allin all, it was a remarkably.
well-execuled escape from one of Mex-
ico’s toughiest maximum-sceurity - prisons.
But thare was far more to it than that.

. ¥or the daring jailbreak marked the re-

opening of an obscure but fascinating
international mystery.

Rumoir: The cscapecs were a 41-
year-old New York molasses dealer, Joel
David Xaplan, who was serving a 30-
year senlence for murder, and his cell-
male, Carlos Contreras Castro, 35, a con-
victed counterfeiter, Just after the Bay of
Pigs invasion len ycars ago, Kaplan be-
came the central figure in a bizare in-
ternational incident when, on the basis
of shaky circumstantial cvidence, he
was extradiled from Spain to Mexico on
charges of having murdered a so-called
“business associale,” Luis Vidal. At the
time, there was wWidespread speculation
that Kaplan was working for the Central
Intelligence Agency. Tndeed, ramor had
it that he had Lilled Vidal in order to
break up the sale of $140,000 worlh of
Mexican arms to the Caribbean Legion, a
group dedicated to the overthrow of
both left- and right-wing Latin American
dictators. That speculation was fucled
even further a few years.later when the
J.M. Kaplan Tund--headed by the fu-
gitive’s uncle—was identified by mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress as a conduit
for CIA funds, A :

Naturally enough, many obscrvers
were quick to give the CIA credit for
KXaplan's spectacular jailbreak: -Only the
CIA, they contended, could have mas-
terminded so involved and expensive
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Joel Kaplan: Long gone?

a plot, And even Kaplan’s lawyer claimed
that he never for a minute doubted his
client’s afliliation with the CJIA. But it
was by no means an open-and-shut case.

tor other informed sources disputed the
CIA theory entirely, suggesting that the

escape had been hatched by another

well-organized and well-financed secrct

organization—the Mafia. Far from being.

a U.S, .agent, these insiders argued, Kap-
lan was a kingpin in the ilticit drug trade
and had been freed from prison by his
friends in the underworld, )

About the only thing that was certain
was that- Kaplan and Castro were long
gone. Mexican officials said that their
helicopter  (allegedly  piloted by an
American named Harvey Orville Dayle)
had dropped the pair off in Actopan,
some 100 miles north of Mexico City.
There, they switched to a light Cessna
airplane rented earlics in the *weck, in
Phoenix, Ariz. Sometime later, the two
fugitives parled company. Castro was
said to have headed for freedom in Gua-
temala, and Mexican police were busily
checking out reports that Kaplan .had

Mown north to Brownsville, Texas, and

then on to Sausalito, Calif, And at the

end of the week, I'Bl agents in San-

Francisco had reportedly joined.in the
intensive scarch,

e
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MEXICO

Whirlavay

Most of the 136 guards at Mexico
City’s Santa Maria Acatilla prison were
watching a movic with the prisoners
last weck when a Bell helicopter, sim-
ilar in color to the Mexican attorney gen-
eral's, suddenly clatlered into the pris-
on yard. Some of the guards on duty
presented arms, supposing fhat the heli-
copler had brought an uncxpected of-
ficial visitor. What they got was a dif-
ferent sort of surprise. As the chopper
set down on the paving stones, two pris-
oners dashed out of Cell No. 10. The
men were airborne in less than two min-
utes. One of the most enterprising jail-
breaks in modern times had been ac-
complished without a shot being fired,

The more notable of the two ¢s-7

capees was Jdel David Kaplan, 44, a
New York businessman and nephew of
Molasses Tycoon Jacob M. Kaplan,
whose J.M. Kaplan JFund was named
in a 1964 congressional investigation as
& conduit for C1A moncy for Latin Amer-
jica. The younger Kaplan had been con-
victed in 1962 for the Mexico City
murder of his New York business part-
ner, Louis Vidal Jr. Kaplan claimed at
the trial that Vidal, who had been in-
volved in narcotics and punrunning, had

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700130001-2

constructed an elaborate plot to dis-

“appear. The murder victim, Kaplan

maintained, was not even Vidal, and in-
deed, serious doubts were raised about
the body’s identity. When Xaplan took
it on thelam, he was accompanied by
Carlos Antonio Contreras Castro, a Ven-
czuclan counterfeiter.,

"The escape plans had apparently been
completed the day. before when an
American man visited Cell No. 10 and
looked over the prison yard. 1e was ac-
companied by both men’s wives, (Kap-
lan had married a Mexican woman—the
only way he could have visiters, he said
—wvithout bothering to divorce New
York Model Bonnic Sharic.) After the
escape, Kaplan and Castro switched 1o
a small Cessna at a nearby airfield and
were flown to La Pesca airport near
the Texas border, where two more planes
awaited them, Onc flew Castro to Gua-
temala; the other flew Xaplan to Texas
and then on to California. Kaplan used
his own name when he passed U.S. cus-
toms at Brownsville. Both the helicopter,
which was later found abandoned, and
the Cessna had been bought in the
U.S., at an estimated cost of $100,000.

No James Bond, Atweck’s end neither
man had been caught. Kaplan’s Mexican
attorney dechired that his client was a
CIA agent and that the rescue had been
cnﬂmccwd by the agency. Buf a spokes-
man for J'z\,cob Kaplan pooh-poohed all
that, “Peaple are determined to substi-
tute James Bond for the Kaplan family

- mame,” he said, though he could offer

no explanation of just who had carried
out the spectacular stunt. Jn Mexico,
meanwhile, Attorney General Julio Sin-
chez Vargas was forced to resign, and
prison ofticials and all 136 guards were
arrested for questioning, The movie, af-
ter all, had been the first shown at the
prison in two ycans,

STATINTL
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H FAICO CITY (UPI) —
The guards presented ar:
when the small b 101
copier landed in the court-
yard of Sanis i
la fcwr

2]
™, 5
e

Am\;s ican o
_Venw welan
seraynnied

’lp’-‘»(n

Refore the guq‘*ds in the towers

realized woat was 17‘:3;0‘] ng, the
tv70 took off in the rain and sxim-

.

med avay without a trace.
“Police ploced pri

uncer arrest Thursd 3sued
an alert for anoihor American
b lieved to have engineered the

sectacular emcepe freem tee
maximwm securit ty prison Wed-

nesday evening

raves

Viillipnaire convict
They ido 1t f1ed the twvo
escaped cou as Jeel David
Kaplan, 42, 2 m

millionaire imporier rving a

f(n ner I\ w York
se
28-year term for murder 1(1 hig

cellmate, Carlos Anto onio  Con-
{reras Casi"o of ~ Venczuela,

who was serving a sentence for
counterfeiting and forgery. ‘

Kaplan is a nephew of J.M.
Kapla*, president of the J.M.
Kaplan Fund of New York. Testi-
mony befere the U.S. Congress

deseribed the fund as a p! hilan-
thromc organization crecated as

a conauit for Central Inteiligence

Agency (CIA) funds.

A police spokesman said
ran believed to have engl
ed the cscape and pernaps pilo
t‘lo helicopier w as an Amecrican
wiom they identified s COrvil
Dale. Dale visited Kaplan at mb

ks

the
neer-
floted

jo

3
51
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prison Wc"ros! y cnly a few

hours rwozetr‘ scape.

Kaplan had been coanvicted of
the murder in 1981 of Puerto
Rican TLuis M. Vidal, The un-
marxed helicepter was set down
in tae Santa Marta Acatitla prison
yard-ubmb a l"ﬁavy rain, After=
wards the gv'nos on the watch-
tovrers said t'}cy theugit it car-
rizd a visiting dignitary and they
prescnt Janms

- Guards arresied
< “It wes 2!l a2 guestion of a
fevy minutes,” ::-e!"l.aci said.

V/arden Jose uis  Caw
Burges said,
sm’o for the ¢

£ the jailh

“all tloav res
stolty and s

|
War -
ave UCCJ‘ 4 JL‘CL’J
o

43

ar"e*“’ duris
Rict police rizzgo“ tae pz"iuon
Thurséay morning not leiting
yone cut,
Peice  seat
alert to2ll airp
in the comatry a
was reporie ion
the Guaiemalan bor ters. T
woere report the {wo might try to
fles {o Foncura rVen:;’ucL..
Kaplan, 1"0 never acmiite

his guilt, was the owner of

LD O

mo‘z\ssas importing firm baszd

e

Trs

a millionaire. Eis ’
Irma Vazguez Calderon de Kap-

a New York, IHe is considered -
Texicen wife, .

o

1an, was %mnff heid for quesiicning

by po)zce. .
Prison  officials said both
Kaplan and Conire

bad atterpied fo. :
the. maximum  sccurity
last Febreary hidden in a
but were discovered. They were

uot  disciplined, the officials
sl .
n)’ Al\./

Police agents were sent to a
privete airvfield at Veata Prieta.
about 109 miles rorih of Meixico
City, where a helicopter answer-
ing the Gescription of the getaway
aiz‘crp{ was szen Tuesda

The - helicopter dis
from: the inte ernational

.
A
rader scretn Wednesc lay as. t
ns

headed south cver the mounis
Ahat surround Mexico City
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" Special to The Examiner

MEXICO CITY —- Two taxi drivers and a mﬂl'

" man have been arrested as suspects in the mysterious
j,hchcoptcl escape of New Yorker Joel David Kaplan:
“and his Venczuelan cellmate.

At the same. time Kaplan’s Mexican lawyer — who,

claimed the 42 year old convicted murderer was a A,

agent — said that his client broke ne Mexican law when he

_esca_ped from the prison here because no such law is on

\the books.

“It is a pxmmple ‘of Mexi-
can law that a crime must be
specifically mentioned inthe:
Federal penal code,” said at-

g j0111e5 Victor Velasquez,

No Trace Here

Meanﬂme, in the Bay Avea.
thel e was no trace of Kaplan
despite recurring reports.

) that he fled to Sausalito.
. The district attorney’s of-
fice, here announced the ar-’
rest of the taxi drivers and;
the ilk driver last night. Hel
reported that the hehcoptel
used in the escape from Han-.
‘ta Marto Acatitla . Prls,on)
Wednesday had been found.
-about 10 miles cast of Mata-
moros on the Texas border.
A spokesman for the office’
said carlier reports that the
aircraft had been found at La,
Pesca, 150 miles south of
‘Brownsville, Tex., were
““‘confused” -and that the heli-
scopter - was not found there.
. Pilet Got Ride, :

Police said one of those a1-
rested was Pedro Cortina, a
milkman who gave the heli-‘
copter pilot, - 1dent1fled as,
‘Roger Ylerschner, a ride to
the edge of Matamoros. i
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“Police said Derschner then
"took & taxi dviven by Lorenzo
Cabazos -and later trans-
ferred to auother taxidriven
by Manuel Montes Sierra,
twho drove him to ibe

"Brownsville bus terminal.

“The two cab mlvel‘; were ax—
'rested: 5

Also arrested was M)guel
Milan, whose home is less

1than a2 mile from the spol

. where the copter was found.

.. Police said the aircraft.

would be brought to Mexxco
Cxty on a trailer.

Kaplan, 45, was serving a
80-year qeutenccﬁfﬁor the
‘death of .Luis Vidal, a New
York businessman. Carlos
Contreras, who shared acell
rwith Kepldn was convicted
“of fraud and robbery.

Sausalite Goal

The district altorney’s ‘of-
fice said police believe Ka-
“plan left. for Sausalito, Calif.,
and Conhelas for Guate1na~
la.

Accmdmg “fo- the dl%tuc:t

: atforney’s ‘reconstruction of
- the escape, the pair flew by

* helicopter to Actopan, about,

100 miles north- of Mexico
City and from there by light,

iplane to La Pesca, where
they are thought {o have tak-
en separale p]anes to- Sausa-
llito and Guatemala. - i'

The distriet attorney’s of-
fice said police still arc hold-:

ing Kaplan’s wife, Irma, for )

ques Llonm g.
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‘F'ru'm Neows Dispatelies

MEXICO CITY, Aug. 20--

Mexican police today asked
the U.S. Federal Bureau of Tn-
‘vestigation to arrest a 42-year-
old New York murder convict
3w ho escaped aboerd a helicop-
Y tor from a federal peniten-
tiary Wednesday night. )
- Joel David Kaplan, who hls
Ydefénse attorne v said was an
agent of the Ceniral Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA), and Car-
los Anionjo Contreras Castro,
a  Venezuelan counterfeiter,
fled the maximum sccurity
prison in one of the most spee-
tacular escapes in Mexico pu
son annals.

The altorney gencxa]s of-
fice said one of the two os-
capecs, presumably  Kaplan,
was flown 1o Brownsville,
Tex, and Bausalito, Calif.,
after transferring from the
helicopter to a Cessna single-
engine plane about 300- miles
northeast of AMexico City.

The office said it believc_d

G BN

had

that Confreras Castro
{flown in a sccond Cessana to
Guatemala.

1t said both
been rented in Phoneix, Aviz.,
and that ‘theﬁhchcoptel had

Cessanas had

been rented from Natrola
Service, Inc., of Casper, Wyo.
A report said the helicopter

was  found abandoned ]ast
night near La Pesca.
The hcelicopter, painted in

the bluc and white colors of
the 3dexican attorney gener-
al's office, swooped into . the
vard of the Santa Mavia Acati-
tla Prison near NMexico City
and plucked the two to free-
don,

Alexican  police identified
the pilot of the helicopler as
Roger Guy Herschner of Glen-
dora, Calif, )

The attorney general’s of-
fice also requested the cooper-
ation of nationmal police in
Central America in the search
for the {wo escapees.

Police also soughi a man

. ) - R

_ STATINTL

and a weman scen in -a car-
whose lights it the airfield i
where - they swilched to the .
light plane. .-

Kaplan was serving a 26
year seutence for the premedi-
tated murder of Luis M. Vidal
in 1861 Conireras Castro, 35,
of Tarachi, Venezuela, Ka-
plan’s cellmate, was scrving
nine years for counterfeiting
and forgery.

Viclory Velazquez, I\.< plan’s
defense attorney, said that he
never doubled that his client
was- a CIA agent, who had
come fo Mexico in 1951 on a!
sceret mission, Kaplan on-’
tered Mexico with a false Brit
ish passport in 1961, police
said. ° o :

[The J. M. Kaplan Fund of ; : _,
New York, of which Kaplan’s] . :
uncle, J. M. Kaplan, is the
president, has been identificd
as a CIA conduit by Congres-
sional investigators, '~
N - - LTy P ]

i
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< "New York philanthrapist
JL Kaplan claims he hosn't
heard from his estranged V
nephew Joel David Xaplan
since the 4l-ycar-old hehr's

* latest in’u;omaticmal eecapade

g @ering escape from 8
Mexzican prison hy h‘.lico;;tcr.
Aoet i o tronbled pLrsom.
. Dut his problems eve his own
pirehlems,” the weallhy mo-

‘lassns tycoon said@ through
family spokesman.

_ Because of the nephew's

family tics to his uncle’s J.

M. Kaplan ¥und, an acknow-

! ledged CLA L conduit,” ‘people

s are Qelermined {o substitule

P yames Bond' for the Xaplan
family name,” the spokes-

I man added . ’

E Officlals 2 the Santa Map-

s ta Acatitla prison sald ihe

chooper landed hchind
the 1,u,mn dormitery  whils
moat of the lnmates wers
"’*fc}ul)" 4 movie. ¥apian
and g Venszuelan-Lornn con-
viet, I~ntomo Cuastro, wore
whishe o up snd away Leyend
the prisen walls,

he Cistriel ottcrney's of-
fiea In AMedico City esald it
had Jemmed thet the heli-
conter, imd been ronted from
MNotrole Ecrvies Ing., Caspar,
Wye, and flown }py Rozer
Guy Horsehnner, 29, of Glon-
aora, ('Y

bhue

the ehopper- Wes
found shandoned Jast nign*
i

Lo Yresca, ahout
o3 south of Browns-
Tex., end some 800
c-s northeast of dlexico

Cit

f—>~

: |
: CIA-RDP80-01601R000700130001-2
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The eserpses switched of
T Beesea to separets Cessng
palnes that bad _l»aen reatad
iIn Yhoenly, Aviz, the ofiice.
sald, Iaplen fiyving by way
0x Drowaaviile to Tay thm
un,, "w’ (“oac'*" 13 possthly

b ]311411"
1 was said to
yn,OLC‘\ hv g Vie-
Ner, whose hom?

g wes ont o given,

Conae TET I Sen Hyancisceo,
seress the bay from Snuss-
litg, confirraed {hat Kaplan

was helng ponght In thot

veR,

Japlan, whoze chockersd
past inehud Ao a widaly-pub-
Heozed assault on Nz 8 ,‘mp 21y
pin-up wife, Yonnic Sharle,

before thcir divorce in 4883,
vag servi 1g a 23-year gane
tencd for the murder of his

e e Pusiiioss parlner, Livis Mol

“I' chier Vida

al I 1533,
ha mysterious
tracted national atientlon be-
cenusa of suggesstions

 Vidal, also o New Yol
had been involved in gun-

ruming to hoth pro-o

1 Casiro groups,

' Tn Mexieo City,
“Victor Nelozguerz,
fended })u

S ease, W

atlorney

am i the murder,
a8 guotsd as

case ol

that
nd anti-.
whe de-:

saying.
that he halicved Faplar waus,

8, CIA o2gent end that ihe:

“eseape had hoen engineered]
iby that agoney.

i The Xaplan Fund _
Iator identifizd by Congress-
sman Wright Palman of
Prpesas as o “sce i
Cfor traasmission of CILA;
funds abread, The fund's 73
year-old founder, whose f.o.ll{
neme s chrb M. Kaplan,
-) vter acl nome ged {hat he
fnad funneled  £l-million - 1o
scheols in l\re:uco and Cen-
-tral America, fecling 1t was
Thie “patriotic duly to do g0

The 820,600,600 J. M. Xap-
]'u Fund was based on the

wtune Kaplan ae cumuh.iu}
’Unouvh his South Amevican
sugar inlerests ."f" as proge
ident of the Welelr Grape Co.
- Joel XKaplan \.(«.s_ aviested
by Interpol ‘i Bpaln in 1062
aud fricd 1% 1064, Tn 1057,
fhe Mexlean Supredme Cotive
I‘I]Jh“ld the &4 VO’!I‘
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The  doak-and-dagger
-escape’ of mystery man
Joel David I\dL an from a
Mexico Cliy jail, report-

. eodly to .Sausalito, may
havé been engineered by

l the * Central Tntelligence
Agency,. Accm(‘mg to
speculation
quarters today.

And it was an wgent
fair, Jhoh\‘mlmu learned. .

The pt‘ol who flew. the 43
year old New Yorker out of
~Mexico, and allegedly to the
Bay Area, {ried to acquive
the getaway plane “in a big
hurry” on Sund; 1y, Aug. 8.

SA Little 10 uniny’

<

He went 1o a Southern Cah-.

fornia aireraft sales firm and
said he “had to bc in Albu-
cluelquo the next day,” the
sales manager said, addn‘"

“He came on too slmnn:

The vwner tbou”hi there was

Ssomething little funnoy
about it .and turned  hin
idown.”

’lhe pilot, identificd as Vie.
tor Ju. Stadler, then went to
anothey Soud:un California
sales ageney, it wasle arned.
There, he traded his own old
two-engine Cessna 310 for the
newer, single-engine Cessna
210 in \\)HCL the cscape £l ight
was completed,

in \’(1110113

al' .,

. .

His wife said
“oul of town -
don’t know.”

' LA Conucetion

She dudmul o discuss the
matter “until my husbhand is
here with me;” but .said she
has no i Ioa when he will re-
tucy, ’ '

Meantime, Kaplan's altor-
ney, Victor Velazqu &z, said
in Mexjco City that it is “q
well known fac(”? that the {u-
gitive was a CrA agent,

“He didn’t try to hide lt g
Velazquer said,

where he is, I

+ b said Ke plan had cpf—'n]y
acknow dedged The had done
work for the C1A, and added: ©

YT ooften wondered what
might have motivaled him.'
and a member of his family-
told me it vas hig spirit of
advenlure.”

The allorncy insisted he

lan and a cellmate flee the |
Mexiean jait by helicopter
V\’odnc“(luy night, Bulbisre-
marks led {o speculation that
it was a ClA “rescus mis-
sion.” .

Whether Kaplan was scti-
ally brought to Smbahto re-
mained a myslery.

8'1\' Tole?

The federal dUGl)IGY genep-
al’s office in Mmmo City
said he reached the Marin
County  hayshore town, but
did not elahorate.

Police thoeve

said lhey

i knew nothlng about it -An

) poke%‘m’n} i San Fran-
cises sald “We dhn't have
anything on it at ihis tim e,
We are Jeoking into it
Meanwhile there wag
sorls of talk about Kaplan's’
possible  spy role, and
part in an alleged ‘mum l
Lhat- didy{-(al: e-place” near
Ie\lcn City -in 1961, :

today he is

“didiy know who helped Kap- | 1951

all ' Mexican alidrney genera s

]us"'

STATINTL
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Kaplan and Confreras vi
from the joil, go! aloord and
vere whisked away,

" The federa altmm‘; £ener-
ral’s office said the }*n}:co;-acz'i

.took the men to L& Pesca,
"h\hm@ village o the GU

Coust some 300 iniles norlle-
cast of Mexico City: :
Aftorney Velazquer said he ‘I There, tho office said, Xa- !
is a ncplmw of J. M. Kaplan | plan was pul info a (x“p‘mt;
of New York, founder of the e m.th the wumbers

o d. M. K:l]?ldn Fund, incorpe- NOAGEX  and was flown 1o !

rated in Delaware i Lrownsville, Tex., and

in 1244 as
a tax-cxempt chaxity. (,lwc.;‘ o Marin County.

y v i
CI4 Cover . Contreras hoarded anomer :
The House tox sul’;cmmmt Cessna, No. WNO36L-X, and

fee of Rep. Wright Palman  Was helieved takeu to Cu:z(;f;—
said some years doom 1l me
Kaplon Fund was-a “inan-

cial ‘cover for 1.110 dishuorse-

nala,
/ The official zpomsm n
“Sald the Jwe;)ropwﬂ wa snm 0

ment of CIA funds.”? by Reger Guy Horschner,
Yhere were possihle €A, of (1" mdora, Los An; i
overtones in the asserted  County. The Cessna which (1(—‘
~murder of whichKaplan wag e H\,’ picked up Kaplan -

convicled, and for which he. piloted Dby Stadler, he

Vas %L'\mo & sentencein the dO(‘Iale . .
Marta Acati 1< Pusou Niexi-
co Cify.

e was. arrested alier a-
body identificd ag ﬂut of
Luls Melehior Vidal, 4 Puer- | |
to Ttico-born American Imcla}

lJI(l'"\ l"(" i
- Neither  could he Jecated
iminediaicly, )

I
| 'f‘nc Mexico atithorities -
said {he he!moptm had becn

rented  {rom  the
jnessman, was found beside a Service,” of  Casper,
rosd _,0\111 of Mexico City iy This funed out 4n be (h
1 ;tx oua Serv ,
Velazquez and Ka ]7191? claims ‘survey firm eperaled

argued (hat the hody was nat
that  of Vidal, wlio, thry

f I)\ Jehn McGuire,
1
claftied, had bonn mwlved I

Nairons
said the hehw*v Ler,
fOLh-L eater

“anekosman
a Boll,

in & deal Lo provide arms o “a small one” .

pm sons hoping to overthrow

-~ was 501@, mtx:mtod, about
“dictatorships™ in Cuba and | 10 days aoo g
elsewhe u,mtze Catibbean, ‘ It was “Surplus - equip-
€l \ b

Fled to Cuba ’ment ? the spokesman said,

The deal collapsed becausa i adding that records werve not
{he CIA put inits oar, the at- ! int momatﬂl) availabletn-

tornay alleged. He s zud Vidal isl ww 1o whom it vas sold.

fled Mexico to Cuba and was ? Meantime, in 1‘.1&,\100 City,»
not murdeved, hy K plan or “Maj. Juan Tovia M lavtinss,
anyoie else. ch)cf of sequzm at the pris-
kapidn and his cdhm{o voi:- his assislont, Andres.

Cux}cx Antonio Cantreras, 24, Dwnm Sosa, and fivo stbor-
a Venezuelan, were pluc ked ! dinates were held for investi-
from a yud bchmd their jail § i gation. Those negl-!
cbrmum ¥ Wednesday night | i gence confributed o tnn es-
by 2 helicopter painted in the I ca pe will receive i
blue and white colors of ‘Lh"( strongest punishmont,” au~
Umn es ﬂam :

}]"\\(\

aflice, o |

Prison guavds, it was re-
porled, thought 1L was anol-
ficial plane and preses od
arms as it landed,
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By Norma Lisi and Maiia de Lourdes Garcia A. =
Special to the Guardian ) .
o Mexico City
‘As student demonstrators began a march from the
Polytechnic Institute to the monunent of the revolution

_in central Mexico City on June 10, they were attacked

by the Falcons, an armed fascist group. The attack and
ensuing violence by the Falcons resulted in about 40
deaths, according to the most reliable sources.

The' demonstration had been planned by persons
from the organizing commiitees of the 1958 student
movement, including some leaders recently released
from prison. The original aim of the demonstration was
to .support students in Monterrey whose fight for the
repeal of a law that threatened university autonomy had
been repressed with violence. ’ , .

However, after the president of Mexico, Luis
Echeverria, dramatically “arranged” "the situation in
Monterrey, the students,in Mexico City were divided:
Students at some schools openly opposed. the demon-

" stration, while others wanted to hold it anyway to focus

public- attention on some 40 political prisoners:still in
jail, a strike at the Adams Chewing Gum plant and the
lack of basic liberties in Mexico. ] :
On June 10, there was an impressive gathering of
government forces at tlie site of the planned demonstra-
tion. Anti-riot police were stationed en masse along the’
main avenucs. Tanks and truckloads of soldiers sur-
rounded the area. Rumors_ of certain_bloody represa_:ipn
ipread, . '
_ About 10,000 persons, many- less than expected,
sathered for the demonstration. There were few women
n evidence. The rumors of violence had taken root.
. " After the demonstrators had advanced one block, riot
police with megaphones ordered a dispersal of the

" assemblage. The leaders responded: “It is our constitu-

tional right to march.” When they proceeded, singing the
national anthem, the riot squad fired tear gas info the
crowd. T _ .

i Suddenly, on signal, numerous grey-colored buses
pulled up. The buses materialized through police lines
‘even though traffic was supposedly blocked off. From
ithe ~buses emerged about a thousand young fascist
‘Falcons, carrying bamboo sticks, electric rods, pistols,

‘M-2 carbines and submachine guns. Shots rang out from
he ranks of the Falcons. | .-~ R S

‘No refuge - :

The trapped and defenseless demonstrators could
only run. .They ran wherever refuge seemed possible—a
hospital, a nearby teachérs college, onto rooftops and
into houses where inhabitants enraged by the violence
‘hid them. But the 'Falcons pursued them everywhere.

Falcons entered a movie theater shouting that “we
will not be responsible for your lives if you stay here.”.
The matinee audience, mostly women and children, ran
from the theater straight into the gunfire outside. Two
children were killed. R

While riot police looked on, arms folded, Falcons '
moved in on horror-stricken, unarmed demonstrators
who had sought refuge among students at the teachers
college. :

The rampage continued for two hours, leaving accord-
ing to official figures 11 dead and at least 150 wounded,
many by gunshot. Union leaders and students present set
the number of deaths at closer to 40.

As amtlulances.with wounded persons headed for the
nearcst hospital they were riddled by Faléon gunfire.”
"The hunt continued into the confines of the hospital.
Falcous burst into emergency rooms, terrorizing doctors
and nurses and stopping doctors from operating. They
ranged through the hospital, ripping off bandages from
patients hidden in the wards. When they forcibly
removed any wounded that could walk, a doctor
declared “the police did nothing to stop them.”

The Falcons are just one of a nuinver of repressive’
groups on government payrolls operating in Mexico since
the 1950%. Their forces, under many nuames and guises,
have been used since that time against all progressive
movements, - . : e oo

The Falcons themselves, reportedly under orders
from the office of the mayor of Mexico City, tried to
keep their identities hidden on June 10. They attacked
cameramen and’ photographers, destroying their equip-
ment and film whencver possible. Hours after the
massacre ‘was over, photographers turned up with stories
of having been captured, blindfolded and taken to the
.outskirts of town where they were intimidated and
interrogated - before being released. These incidents en-
raged the press which reacted swiftly with articles and
editorials protesting the events with an energy unkgown
in decades. ,

Immediately after the massacre, the mayor and police’
chief of Mexico City held press conferences where they
infuriated journalists by telling them that the Falcons
were only a legend. |’ §

. Mayor Martinez Dominquez had been appointed by
Echeverria because of the former’s formidable personal
power,’ including the backing of past president Diaz
Ordaz, who had been directly responsible for the violent
repression in 1968. It appears that Echeverria had found
an excuse to eliminate this rival and warn the fascists
that backed Martinez Dominquez that they had better
work through the president of Mexico. At any rate, the
mayor and police chief were removed from office with

--—promises_that_the_gvents of June 10 would be fully
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- end what it vidws as Soviat

!inciting torebellion,

:’f?:\"

/Lf/

Ly Raphael. Iothstmn
special to The Washlazion Post

. MEXICO CITY, March 19—
The expulsion this 'wcak ofj
. wflv

anking Soviet diplomats
by Mexico - appears

determination  to
el
couragement of radical ele-
ments amond the nadlows slu-
dents and lefiists,

* Since the student uprisings
of October, 1668, Mexican au-
thoritics, assisted by azgents of
the TS, Central Intcilizence
Agency, have vigorously
sought to uncover and smash
small bands of 1‘0\‘01111(0&&15’
gumnllm '0,)01'5\Ung in the
motitainous, and underdevel-
oped states of (rlZL‘LI(‘lO and
Chiluahua.

. Tarlier this wcc}: the gov-

ernimnent’s

to be an in-}
dication of the Mexican gov-}

é"‘ ‘,.;/* '

exchange program. The
ernment further alleges that
the students formed a study
group and came into conhfcﬁ_
 with the Narth Korcan cm§
 bassy in Moscew which gave,
the Mexican youths finaucial
2id, l

In Octoher, ]()So the North
Korean embassy Is sald to
have erranged for ong o“ Uu‘
Mexican students to visil
Pyongyang. Following the stu-
dent's return to DMescow, Al

torney General Sanchez said,j
$10,000 was made available bv
1\th Korea to train other
Mexicans at a camp 25 miles ‘
{from Pyongyang. l
The atlorney general ac'r’cd
that the revolutionarvies werde:
arrested  at  lrideouts :md‘
“guerritla academies” in dex-;
“ico City, Acapuleo and othor:

sernmarnit announced the ar-
-resls of 19 leftist revolutionat!
ries ou charges of conspliracy,

robbery,
[ORSeSs-

homicide and illegal
sion of weéapons.
According to Attorney (xcn
eral Julio Sanchez Varzas, the!
suspeets-—16 men and threes
wolaen--belong to & groun|
called DMovimiento de Accion!
Revoluelonaria  (MIAR) and
half of them have canfessed to
undergoing guerrilla training|
near Pyoncyang, capital of
‘North Korea, in 1563 and 1969,
The purpose of their trainiug, !
Sanchez said, was to oxgam/c.
a numu]la uprising in Mexico:
that would overthrow.the gov-
ernment and establish 2 Marx-
st reglime.
i The dexican governient as-
: gerts that the accuscd guerril-
1as received study grants in
1953 for Patrice Lumumba
University in Moscow as part
' of the Mexican-Soviet culiural)

Mlexican cities. He said mw‘_
had robbed a bank (,omler of
$84,000 in Mexico City last Do-:
cember and parhmpat(d in oz
“hank robhery last month in:
whichi a guard was killed.

The gevernment of Presi-
ident Luis Echeverria Alvarezs
‘has publicized the alleged?
guerrillas’ activity with uu-
chnracteristic openness and
detail, and this led some ob-
gservers to speculate that the
stage was being set for subse-
quent action.

In a tersely worded stafe-
mcnt Foreign Minister Emilio:
"Tabesa announced yesterday
.aftclnuon that the followmv
,membwrs of the Soviet em:
‘bhassy were considered per-
sona non grata and have been
 ordered to ]owe Mexico *as
soon as possible

Dimitri Diakonov; charge
Q’affaires of the Soviet Dme
bassy and Russia’s top-ranking
official in Mexico since Am-
bassador Igor  Kolosovsky
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’rcutncd to Moscow for horm,
[leave last month; First Secre.

gov-.

“will not tolerate Russian in-

itary Boris I\.olmmkov Seccnd
‘SQeerotary  Boris  Voskoboind-
kov; Chief of Consular Af-|
fairg Oleg Netchiporenko; o
Alexandre BRolchakov, whose!
title was not announced, I

Fhe forelgn mintstry slate-
Lment gave nhio reason for the
;expulsions and JForeign Min-
ster Ra bma declined all com-
me?’t .
1t iz helieved that the ouster
‘of {he Sovicl diplomals is
meant as a stern -warniug lo
the Soviet Union that Mexico

volvement in ciomc_stic leftist
agitation either through the
Soviet embassy or {he embas-
sics of Po
and Cuba

It iz widely believed here
hmt Saviet support of indige-
nous guerrilla  activities 1is

ifaivly common In Latin Ame- '

land, Czechoslovakial

rica.
Persons fﬂmhr with the So-

tyiet embasgsy here peint out

*that the size of ‘the staff -—

numbering approximately 25—

s disproportionate to Rusaia's
|inimal  trade

“and cu]tural
-relations with Mexico.

- There have bnen dxsputc;
between Mexico and the So-
viet Union in the pest. In 1930
diplomatic relations were bro-
ken afler Mexico charged: So-
viet interference in workers’
organizations. Relations were
l'obtmed in 1942 but became
strained again in 1939 when
the government expelled two
Soviet diplomats thought to be
involved in an jllegal strike of
National Railway woikers.

1n October, 1068, when dissi-
dent students, rioted in down-
town Mexico City and were
fired on by governwment
troops, the question of Soviet
meddling in dissident move-
ments it Latin America was'

again raised.
Presicdent Fcnevuua v'as!
minister of interior at tw‘

time of the 1988 riots,

. .
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