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Dear Mr. Speaker:

There is forwarded herewith a draft of nroposed legisglation "To amend
the Mlssing Persons Act, as amended®.

This provosal is a part of the Department of Defense Legislative
Program for 1952 and it has bsen approved by the Bureau of the Budget.
The Department of Defonse recommends that it be enacied by the Congress.

oge of Tepiglation

The present proposal would reviss the Missing Persons Act, as
amended (50 UeS.C. App. 1001 et seq.), and would provide permement auth-
orivy for executive heads of military and other Governmental departments
to continue payment of the pay and allowances of military and civilian
personnel during periods of sbsence from their posts of duty in a casualty
o misging status, to initiate and discontinue allowsnces of dependents
of such personnel, and to make presumptive findings of death and other
determinations under appropriate circumstances.

A% the outbreak of hostilities in World War II there was no law
which authueiged the services to make adequate provision for the depend-
ents of certain categories of persons who for various causes were placed
in & missing stabtus. The lack of such legislation during the early
months of that cmergency not only subjected the dependents to realistic
hardghip but also confronted the military services with many adminis-
trative problems in an attempt adequately and equitably to minister to
their needs. -

In order to correct this condition the Congress enacted the Missing
Persons Act of March 7, 1942 (56 Stat.143), and the services operated
under that law until it was sbrogated by Section 3 of the Act of July 25,
I9L7 (61 Stat.hibl)e It was realized, howaver, that there was a continued
need for legislation of this type because of the momnting tension through-
out the world and the increasing number of international incidente which
involved mysterious disappearances or detéention of individuals at the will
of o unfriendly power or hostile minority; large numbers of civilians
as well as military personnel continued to serve within or in the near
vieinity of those troubled sreas. :

Gonsequently, such leglslation was revived by subsection 4 (e) of the
Selective Service Act of 1948 (62 Stat. 608). In enacting the Universal
Mlitary Train'ng and Service Act, Public Law 51, 82nd Congress (which is
in fact an amendment to the Selective Service Act of 1948), the Copgress
made no change in subsection 4 (e), supra. I is believed that legislation
of this type is nenessary to meet the present demands of the international
situation and would be essential immediasbtely in the event of war; and that
such legislation should be of » permsnent nature, bocause the present Act
will explire one year subssquent to the ratification of treaties with Germany,
ital{heam;l gapmn 1% ie highly essential that we at this time saf'eguard
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CTRAFT ' - -/

The atbached draft of bill is designed to accomplish the following
pnpogess

a, To amend subsection L (a) (3) of the Missing Persons Act,

as amended, in order to assure coverage of the persons employed within
the continental United States when thelr casualty status arises out of
performsnce of duty; to provide that full coverage on a twenty-four hour
basis is retrined for those employees in overseas areas who are rosidents
of the arca and have been placed in a hasardous position by virtue of
living there solely for employment purposes; to provide such coverage
regardless of whether the employces are full-time, part-time, temporary
or intormittent; and to provide that natives or residents of overseas
locations are excluded from benefits of tho Act wnless there was a direet
connection between their casualty status and their employment.

bo To amend Hection 12 of the Act to authorize the movement of
houachold goods and personal effects, including privately owned automobiles,
of individuals who come within the provisions of the Act, but who have no
dapendenta, .

ce To amend Section 15 of the Act to eliminate reference to its
termination date, thereby creating permanent legislation. ,

d. To add a new Section 20 to the Act so as to authorize the use
of appropriations currently available in the settlement of any claims,
rathor than the utilization of appropriations retroactively to the year in
which the olaim originated,-

Legislative ﬁeferénceg

There has been no related legislation before the Congress, except
H.R. 1199, which becam: Public Law 131, 82nd Congress. Thot law amended
Seetlon 12 of the Missing Persons Aot so as to authorize the transportation
of household goods and perscnal effects, including automobiles, belong
to personnel in a missing status, such transportation to be nade upon the
approved applicotion of a dependent. Section 12, if amended as proposed |
by the attached draft of bill, would authorize such transportation in cases

viere the member had no dependents.

Cost and Budget Data

Inactment of the proposed legislation would result in the relatively
negligible expenditure of public funds during peacetime. It would be most
conjectural to approximate the fiscal effects during a period of wars

Department of Defonse Action Agency

The Department of the trmy has been designated as the representative
of the Department of Defense for this legiszlation. .

Sincerely,

HonorAppsoveshfizar B%ﬁ%2002101l24 : CIA-RDPQ%&&OWSWOOZSJ
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. A BILL _ |
To amend the Uissing Persons Act, as anended.

Ba it enscted by the Senate_and House of Rep_reggn'batmjg of mg' :
United Stetes of Amorica in Congress assembled, That the Mssing Persons
sct (56 Stat. 143), as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 1001 st sog.), is further
amended by changing subsection (a) (3) of section 1 thereof to read as
follows: ‘

#{3) civilim officers and employoes of the departments, excepl
that persons employed within the continental limits of thq United States
and persons who are residents. of tixai.r places of employment in the Yer-
ritorles and possessions or in forelgn countries shall be included only
upen a determination by the nead of the department comserned that the
status of missing, missing 1n action, interned in a neutral coumntry,
captured by an enely, beloaguered or besieged, within the meaning of sec-
tion 2 of this Act, was the vrovimate result of employment by the depart—

lme_n‘b-" |

SEC. 2, That section 12 of such Aot as amended, is further amended
to vead as follows:

*Phe dependents and household and personal effects of any person
in active service (withoub regafd to pay grade)' who is offici2lly re-
po*teti as dead, injured, missing for a period of 39 days or more, interned
in a neutrsl country, or captured by the enemy, moy be moved (including
packing and wnpacking of household effects) to the officlol residence of
record for any such persom, or, updn application by such dependents, to

such other location as may be determined in advance or subsequently approv-
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designste. The cost of such transportation, inecluding packing and unpacke-
ing of household effects, shall be charged against apprép‘riat:.ms currently
avad.lable. In lisu of transportation authsrized by this section for depen~
dents, the head of the department concem\ad may authowize the payment in
roney of eamounts equal to such commercial transportation costs for the
whole or suéh part of travel for which transportation in kind is not fur-
nished, when such travel shall have been completed. Then {he person is in
an "injured" status, the movement of dependents or household amd personal
effects provided for herein may"bt‘;) au'bh-mi.zed‘only in cases where the mntiw
clpated period of hospitalization or treatment will bs of rolonged duration.
Né transportation shnall be authorized pursuant to this section unon applice=
tion by dependents unless a reasonable rel&tionship exists betwesn the condition
and circmnstmcés of the dependents and the destination to which tranéporba-
tion is requested. Beginuing Juns 25, 1950, and for the purposes of this
section only, the terms "household and personal effeets" and “ho‘uséhold effects”
may include, in addition to other suthorized weight allowances, not to exceed
ore privately owmed motor vehicle, shipmont of which at Government expense
i authueized in those cases where the wehicle is located outside the continen-
tal Limite of the United States or in Alaska.®
SEC. 3. That pection 15 of such Act is amended to read as mfollows'
"IEC 15. This fet, except sections 13, 16, 17, and 18, shall be
effective from September 8, 1939,9
‘?EG. L. That such Act is smended ly addiﬁng at the end therecof a new

ssetion to read as follows:

"SEC 20. Any payments made under the provis:’icn of this Act are
anthorized to be paid from anproprlations curvently available."”

SECs 5. The foregoing amendments shall be effective from flzhe date of
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