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. APPEARED

Caﬂer S Speech May Have Cost i
‘SALT Some Ground in the Senate;

By Robert G Kmser

Wasningion Poss.Stail Writer

On the day after his speech. to the=~
" nation on Soviet troops in Cuba, Press
- ident Carter appeared. to- have lost
. some gZround among the swing sena-
tors who will determine the fate of
. his SALT accord: One:of thenr called
Carter “a gullible pacifist.” . -
Though White House-officials took
heart from some early senatorial com-
- ment on Monday night’s speech and
- welcomed the prospect: that the-full
- Senate might soon debate the strategic
. arms limitation treaty, they also said
' the speech eould not be expected to
. ignite any new enthusmsm for SALT
- II.

Senate aupnorters oi’ the treaty said -
. taey thought Carter had-revived the
. debate on the accord on its own mer-
© its. But some uncomrmf.ted senawrs
-»were critical. _ L
Sen. Henry L. Bellmon (ROkla) a
respected ‘moderate, all but declared
outright opposition-to SALT II yester-
day after accusing Carter of adopting
“the position of a- gu].hble pacifist in
his speech.”” v T el oaroap
Sen. S.I. Ha.va.kawa (R-Cahf) whom
administration lobbyists have counted |
as a potential - SALT-. supporter, ac-
cused Carter of accepting the Cuban
status quo the ~president: previously
had called;unacgeptable -and recom-
mended that-“alldiscussion of SALT
II should be suspended uantil the So-
viet Union has‘withdrawn all combat ,j
troops from Cuba.’a;m,.,@! ‘.,v-_'.- el
Minority Leader “Howard H. Baker
Jr. (Tenn,) also- lashed -out af Carter
yesterday, accusing -the president of
doing “nothmg at all?, to alter-the- sxt-v

'i

.uation in Cuba.. - =<_,

The White House got one cruclaI bit
of good news from Sem Frank Lht}rch
(D-Idaho), who- reiterated more ‘spe-
cifically yesterday.hid willingness to
let the Foreign Belatmxis Comrmittée |
begin marking up.. SALTV IT-later;this:
month. I iy e ; 1

But Church slso predxcted more ex-
plicitly~ than- prenously that SALT
would'.be approved* ouly:,thh some.:
sort oi condition or reservation re«v
qumng Carte= to.: cerufy thati Stmet'
combat troops were ne lon jer-in Cuba:
before . the treaty- could* Préhf&d. :

T
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" Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.); to whom a
number of uncommitted senators now
look for a lead on SALT:Il, said’
firmly yesterday that he would. vote-
“ng” on the treaty if it wbrought txp
for final approval before he has had a-
chance: tox study the admxmstranoa’s &
fiscal 1981} defense budget’and its re—
vxsed ﬁve—y"ear defense plam:q' s lq

: Normally those documents- would
not be published until January. Nonn:
said -yesterday - the admmxstratmn
could” produce them : sooner”. if - it
wanted- toz He- added . that. the docu-
ments would have: to- show a deter-
mined U. S. effort to mcrease rmhtary
preparedness in the 1980s.. 72 e

Nunn.said the issue of the Sovxet
brigade in Cuba. “got. blown out of all ¥
proportion,” hat added that he saw a
serious problem for the United States
in the evolving Soviet-Cuban military
alliance and the Soviet conventmnal
buildup on Cuba. . **7

Carter administration officials yes-
terday . insisted that.the president’s.
speech had at least ended the steady
erosion of support for- SALT that
seemed to be set off by the revelation
of Soviet combat troops iv Cuba. They
expressed optimism that a Senate
floor debate on.the treaty would prod-
uce 87 votes for it, the number needed;
for approval,. = il TGS -

Sen. Gary. Hart (D-Colo.), a sf.rong
SALT supporter,.said the president's %
speech. had restored--° ‘%«-percent,
maybe- 90+ percent’..of the “support}
SALT enjoyed-before :the:revelations|
-of the troops. By Hart’s. qwn count, ]
however, the ‘treaty : stilk would be in.

e
trouble, because it never had any‘ X

tra support in the Senate. -

* Another SA.LT supporter, Se

v Cran.ston (D-Calif.y said- it" was-- time
" “tov put ; aside - childish: things *and
“'childish ways, and it is time to recog-
“ nize that we are a grow -up, mature

natlon."f‘i‘ Lo L AT -?

- “Letus stop trembhnt' and. shakmg
..at everything the Soviet Union -does

“ that we don’t like,” Cranston saxd on

_ the Senate ﬂoor

© is tantamount to-an admission that

_league-seemed 'to be proposing a nu-
. clear confrontation.
. Byrd said, pralsing Carter for placing -

fmh.lsspeech RC SR

+ a prime- topic- of’ conversation.:Butq
prophets on both- sides -of the issued

: élly strong ,The~ nimority leader,. ane:
e un
" fot pres::dent Fsaid, there was onl'ﬁ“d’i!

"¢ #I'm afraid what e did-was notlnng ’5
d ar. an™ Baker added "f“In thls case~we
) stood f.oe to toe thh- the bcmet Umon

* yent-a quick debate-in - November e

e The;heated rhetoric employed-“

.

" At the opposite extreme, Serm. Jesse:
Helms (R-N.C.) declared that “the fail-
ure to change the status quo in Cuba-

the Soviets now hold strategic superi-
ority- so great that the United States
cannot resist the Saviet will.” -

Majority Leader Robert C.. Byrd
(W.Va.) quickly respoaded that his col-.

“Talk is cheap,’:
the Cuba flap: “in. prouer perspective’™

In the halls of*. the Capxtol yester-
day; the fate of SALT Il again became

seemed reluctant to- make new predic-;
tions; given the unpred.lctable~eourse
-of the debate so far.. o
Some of the discussion must be es-
sentially procedural’ Though the -For- |
eign Relations Committee could, -
¢ port the-ireaty to: the full Senate by
: the end woi: October Nunn's insistence
ion seeing next year’s defense budget:
“hefore he votes onm SALT "could pre-

"‘""—

Ba.ker yesterday said he. favored” a.
threé- of four-weeic }televlsed tloor- de-"
bate~ as soom as- po.:sible Byrd hinted § »,

hez.rmght recon&dermg pxs earh
oppos:tion\ gu televising the- deba*e—' M“

mauy qsenators yesterdax sudgested
* that the Senate is still far’ from attam"
ing the cool,‘.deliberat:ve‘ atmospher 4
- that- SAL’B backers tb.mk would be~
-most conducwe to the treaty S
" Baker’s attack on Carter wa:. unu.su- .

unced{,hut probable candldate*‘
option Carter d1d not have ou the (FZ?
ban 1ssue—-“to do«nothmg at all.” "

=
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threatened to withdraw SALT II if
the Soviets refused to withdraw their
troops from Cuba, to suspend negotia-
tions on most-favored-nation trade sta-
tus for the Soviets or to restriet sales
on high technology items such as com-
puters. Or Carter might have declared
void the 1962 Soviet-American agree-
ment on Cuba on the grounds the So-
viets had violated it; Baker said. :
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.),
a likely challenger to_President Car-
ter- ror .the presidential. nomination
next year, said he:hoped Carters
speech “would put this matter [of So- |
viet troops in Cubaj to rest. and per-
mit the Senate to go forward with the !
important task of ratifying the SALT |
agreement'“ AR ) u.:p':'):c L ’ ' "3"/‘
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SENATE DEEPLY SPLIT
(VR CARTER SPEECH

i

‘also indicated that they would not be.

But He Feels Stand on. Sovuet Umt
Breaks Log;am on. Arms__Pac |

" ByCHARLES MOHR
Lo Sp-ddm‘rhhh'\'nrl‘nmu t
WASHINGTON;  Oct, 222 pmidem
Carter’s words and actions-on. the issue of
Soviet- troops. i Cuba. left ths.-Senate
deeply: divided today over what i should
and would do about. the mtegie- arms
limitation treaty with the Soviet Union. -

the President told visitors to the White
House that he feit' encouraged by what he
described as a mild Soviet reaction to his
television speech yesterday on the troop
issue. Hs said he.was confident that bis
own. measures and reported assurances
{rom the Soviet Union had broken the log-
jamavarSenataapprmm}afthcarms
pact. [Page Al4. F+7 R

Senator: Howard m Baker Jr., ot Te:n-
nessee; the minority leader, said he op-
posed delay on the pact, as other Republi-.
cans had urged. But he called for drastic.
amendments and said that, unless they
were adopted, the treaty “will not get 60
votes.” If ail 100 senators vote, 67 vma
will beneeded for approval. .~ -° @

Repubﬂcamﬂp\pue(:ompromho
Senator Baker and other Republicam

satisfied by a suggested compromise in’
which the Senate might adopt a resolu~
tion stating the treaty could not go into ef-
fect until President Carter:certified in.
writing that a reported Soviet combat:
unit had sornehow been made harmless. -
Senator Frank Church,” Democtat: of
Idaho and chairman of the Foreign Rala.
tions: Committes; which {s handling the.
arms treaty, indicated yesterday that he’
would put forth such-a reservation. Today
he said that Senate approval of the treaty |
would require *‘a ciear statement by the
President that Soviet, combat forcu are'
no Jonger deployed in Cu i ey
By agreement with the Senate majority
leader, Robert C, Byrd of West Virginia
and with t.he White Hm - Senator |
FERE P =g e

Church had postponed committee action- |

on the trzaty while President Carter en-
gaged in negotations with the: Savlat
Union on the troop issue.’

With those talks ended for the moment,
the President’s public position seemed to
open the way for the committee to act and
tosmdtbetrentytotheSemteﬂourtor
debateandavotethisyear B i

However, it'was not clear whether

, ‘Senate- would comsent to . ratificationsf .

Some senators care little about the Cuban
troop-issue, but they do want greatsr
military. spending -than Mr Caner h&s
been willing tosupport: ;.o
‘Except-fora few liberals mosc Senate
Republicans condemned . Mr.. Cartar's-i.
speech and what meyregardedaslarg-ely

symbolicactions on the troop issue, Sena~

tor: Baker called the. actions. **inade-.

- quate’” and said, ! Iname-to-coecontmn-
“tation, we blinked.”" <.,
Despite a mixed reaction in the Sénate, |

- Several Democrats were 1uxewarm or

hostile.to the President’s handling of the

troop:issue, but most liberal Democrats, .

together with Senator. Byrd, supported | ‘‘There was never any real relevume

the argument: that the: arms treaty was.
more important than the problemot t.he
Soviet troops.. iTRLILEGE

-During an exchauge onthe Senate ﬂoor
today, Senator Baker told the Democrats
that the Republicans had been ‘‘remark-
ably restrained’” spectators and had not
made the Soviet troop question a major
issue in the debate over the arms-limita-~
tion treaty. It was Senator Church, Sena-
tor Baker said, who reported that there

liierSendte would not approve the tredry}
- intil the issue was resolved.

There were several flashes of temper
and of acrimony on the Senats floor.
Senator Jesse A. Heims of North Carolis]
na, one of the staunchest conssrvatives;

among Republicans, said Mr. Carter had
failed to show leadership, had made the
United States ka “ridiculous’ and had
lssicn tha Svietsuperiority 13 5o great
mission that Sovietsupe isso 4
that the United States cannm?am.

-Senator Byrd, ; rose to say. mat
Senator Helms was impiying that ‘‘we
shouid have a nuclear ex with the
Soviet Union.” When Senator Helms tried
to protesi that he had made po such impli«
cation; Senator Byrd became upset bew
cause the North Carolina Republican wasj
addra;imfhg hzmlm rié: the first person, rather-
than 8 TS0 as. required
Sanate rules. ?f% o b}:*

Senator: A!an Cramton of' Califumia,
the Senate whip, Tosevio argue that the
Soviet troops did not threaten the United
States and added:."1t's time to pur a:m.':e4
childish things and childish ways.”.

5

between Soviet -in Cuba and the-
SALT treaty,” Senator Cranston said..-

-1+ That.- rema:irmtﬂggeﬁd Smtor‘
Baker's statement that ii was the Presi.
dent and the Democrats who: had made
the troop issue a test of will§, -
. Senator Baker said.at a news cmfer
ence that, despita the Soviet
described by Piresident Carter, the re.
ported brigade was not in Cuba on a train-:
ing mission apd had "never engoged in

v

.

was a Soviet combat unit in Cubs and that

a:mn »
u' g‘ ,""£ B mth “ - -l...o'sr"“ PR LA CE e
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