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i March 1966

o

e
The Honorable Febert 3. McNarara
Secretary of Defenass

Department of Defense

¥ashiagten, D, C,
Dear Bob:
I transncit herewith five copies of our study: The Rele

of Alrstyiken in Attalning US Objectives in North Vietnam.
Ia zceord with your specific interests, it

"+ s . pressats an analyeis of the Rolling Thunder
air offansive against North Vietnar, estimatea
the physical damage and human casualties resulting
from the alr campaign, and analyses the US and
South Vietnamese air operstions employed to obtala
these effects. Floally, the report evaluates the
potential of alr attacks as & weapen to achieve the
stated objectives of the Rolling Thunder program, and
conaiders alternative courses of action which are ba-
ileved to dbe meore promising ways of achleving the
Rolling Thunder objectivas. Fer purposes of compari-
son, semse capsile svalustions of US experience galned
frem: the aiz wars againat Japan, Germany, and
North Karea also are presented, ™

(Fror Foreword to the Study)

You are, I know, familiar with my concern about how
stretches of bad weather kave isterrupted programs of armed

TE-188904
Copy &
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reconnaiseance against tranaport routes and vebicles in

the DRV and Laos, and about how the ememy has capitalised
on these holidays to repsir damaged choke points or route

his traffic around them, Hence, it seems to me, that

greater consideration should be gives to further development
and use of all~weather air interdiction methods and techniques.

You wiil note that the study doos aot include an estimate
of the probable reactions of the IRV and Communtat China to
a postulated new pattera of alr attack, as set forth en pages
2«4 and 20-27 of the "Findings and Conclusions.” The Beard
of National Estimates, with the assistance of other elements
of the Agency is preparing such an estimate. It will be com-
pleted on £3 March,

Additional coples are handed horewith for such internal
distribution as you may wish to do. In this comnection may
we draw speclal attention to the forthright cooperation of the

J-3 {Vice Admiral Mustin} and Director, DIA {(Lt. General Carroll).

Sincersly,

¥, F, Raborn

Enclosures: :ldated March 66: The Role of Airstrikes in

attaining US objectives in North Vietnam.
cc: The Honorable Cyrus R, Vance
Deputy Secretary of Defensse

Retyped O/DCI--W, F. Raborn:ef
Copy 1 - addressee
Z - addressee

3 -~ Mr, Vance T53-138804
4 « DCI Co

5 - DDCI o

7 - BD/ONE
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11 March 1966

MEMORANDIM FOR THE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: Study on The Role of Alrsirikes in Attaining
U3 Objectlves in Horth Vietnam

1. Herewith five copies of the study on The Role of

Alrstrikes in Attaining US Objectives in North Vietnam and

s draft letter of transmitial to Secreitsry MeNemara.

2. The second parsgraph of the letter represents the

way in which | | end I recommend you handle the

all-veather business., [ | points out, for exampls, that
the air people consider that they have an all-weather inter-
diction capability right now. If this is to be contested, ve
think it 1e much more appropriaste for you as an alrmasn to do
it 83 8 personal observation than for us to do so in the text
of the document. If you wish to send the Secretary a follow-
on memorandum stating your position at greater length we will
of course prepare such & document, Perhaps the study

Dr. Wheelon's pecple are working on is the best plasce to make

this casa.

3. As you are well aware, the study ltself was prepared

in Hr. William Morell's &FPfice of Research and Reports.
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and thelr pecple are the ones

who really 4id the job and the ones to whom the credit i

owing. In accord with Becretary McRemera's and your desirs

1 have maintained close centact with the project from firat

to last., Four other members of the Board of Nationel Estimates,

who are most familiar with this aspect of the Vietnam problen

{notably Mr. Abbot Smith, | |

| |, have carefully reviewed the

"Pindings and Conclusions" in successive drafts. Heedless to
say, this part of the completed study has our full endorsement.
Time and the press of other duties has prevented a similar

amount of attentign to the sppendixes.

SHERMAN KENT
Director
National Estimates
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