Approved For Release 2006/08/02 : CIA-RDP80BO1676R000400180045 s
L3 s 2:]

4% Iomasxy 1963

Huggested Statarcant oa Soviet Presence in Cuba

Treee has been ao substantial buildes of Soviet military
sgutmment or military forces in Cuba since the™ quareatine’ of late
tiotober 1962, The UBBE had sunniied a great dasl of military
sguinment to Cube prier to July 1%62, including about 230 tanks,
sxound i, 200 srtdliery oleces, 38 20G 15 and 17 jet aircrait and
rminay conventional anti-alveraft guas. In inlde! 962 thare were
about 97 Soviet military technicians in Cube advising and training
the Coban arred forces, then esticnated at 78, 3249 regulars and
about 109, 00 raserves.

In July 1962 began the masslve influx of Soviet wiilltavy
equaipment and military sersonasl which was detected by our
intelligences community and moaitored inte the Septamber /O ctobar
¢risis period when the offensive auclear waeason systen- 2 {inissiles
znd bormbars) nopeared in the shinments, These offensive 1:lusties
aad bortbars, whick directly threatened thae United $.ates and other
Srisrican states, were withdrawn after the A erican announcammant
of their aressnce in late Coteber.

KRevartheless, during the nerisd July to TUctober 24th, tha
daie of establishing the quarantine, substantiai additional cuantities

of military egquioment othar than ofiensive mizeiles and bombers _
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ware delivered to Cuba. Thur we aow know the number of tanke
and fleld pieces in Cuba have doubled. The inventary of MIG
aireraft is aow 1056, including 42 of the advanced MIG-21 tynes.
LLorsover, Major new weanons were introduced, such as the

44 ground-to-air missile installations with their radar centrel,
4 cowastal defense minsile svatems, 12 KOMAR missile conrrving
coastal defense boats and a2 mumber of self-sronslied rnokile
field pieces. Thersfore it can be concluded the totality of Soviet
=auipment in Cuba greatly increased in the noried from Juiy to
ietober,

Laring this same seriod Soviat military nersonnel noured
in, reaching a total of about 22, 000 by late Cetober. The
sarsonnsl associated with the offensive weanons wers withdrawn
witen those weapons returned to the USSR. There are now an
«stimated 17, 000 Soviet military nersonnel in Cuba, ail o searly
all there in late October., “icat of the new ecuioment delivorad to
Cuba thie summer {a in the hands ef Soviet mersonnel.

Aftar the ‘quarantine’” ended and the sffensive woanons
withdrawn, many Soviet ships have come to Cuban »orts. The
U, 5. iatelligzence agencies have closely observed this ahipsing and
can coniidently say that only one ship carrylag any signifizant

mount of military cargo has arrived in Cuda since late October.
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This ship, the SIMFEROPOGL, arrived on Jenuary 17. Ite carpe
included mdlitary aquipment, but it did =0t laciude objects with
the oroportions of an offensive alrcraft or wissile.

$isus, slthough there are now still sz e quantities of
Zoviet tanks, guas, alreraft and military personnel in Caiba,
which 12 2 matter of grave concern, there nas been ne annreciable
incrense of 2ither Soviet military squinment or sersonael in

Cuba since late Octobar 1952,
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STAT

says this was handcarried t

- 18 o the
White House and released as a Press
Statement by Salinger,
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