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SUBJECT: . Television Developments in Finland.

r‘ The issue of whether Finland's eventual TV network should be established
with a Western or Soviet teehnical system is rapidly coming to a head. #ith
Tallinn now telecasting Finnish programs every Saturday night (The progran of
October 1 included 25 mimates om the visit of Preeident Passikivi and Premier

- Kekkemen to Moscow) -- and with the Helsinki experimental statiom, using
primarily USIS film materiel, demonstrating its abllity to ftransmit progr s
alsc, the Finnish public is coming to realize that TV is here to stay. i. =2
result, the question is mo longer whether Finland will have IV, but ratker viicoh
system of transmission should be adopted by the Finnish station whem it is
satablished.,

The Commmnists naturally argue im favor of the Soviet system. An ex:inple
of the Communist argument ie the following article (translated) from TyCkinsar
Sanomat, of September 29, 1955:

FUTURE TELEVISION PROBLEM MUST BE SOLVED IN A
MANNER THAT SUITS OUR COUNTRY

During the past few weeks and days, discussion sbout televisivn has
directed itself,more and more, on practieal guestioms, The wisidility of
the Tellinn brosdcasts om this side of the Gulf is & fact and it has
srouged the public. For the conservative newspapers and to other wa;2rs
of cold war, again, it is m bditter dose to swallow. The following exam.. . ©
of headlines in the Conservative rural press and the Erkko preuss tesuify
$¢ it plainly: ~

"Imports of Television Sets Still FPremature,”
nCommercial Imporis Still Premature."
"Egagt Gorman Sets At Dumping Price"
"Acquisition of East Furopean Equipment Would Be Squandering"
After the Seximo Oy announced that it will retail Soviet telewvision usets.
among other things, the "KVN-43" type, & popular set at 36,500 Fuks, the
Iicensing Bureau und
State Department review completed
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Licensing Burean and the Eleetrieity Control (ffiee have also gotten mixed
up in the matter, Apparently, the experiences ebtained from the lmperts
of the Soviet "Pobeda" cars are looming up im the minds of the leaders

of the Conservative paper. For they need not “oppose” trade with the Eust,
but; with appropriats arrangeneuts, the prices of television sets could be
doubled.,

A number of “experts" have been made to step forward to0 express ths
opinien that, supposedly, the Central European -- i.e, West Cerman -~ T+
system is the only pessidble one for Fimland. The width of the picture
channel is the concerm here; in the West German system it "drivas” the
"aound station" to a distance of 4.5 Milz from the "plocture station”, ami in
the Soviet system (which is also used im East Germany and Czechoslowaki:), to
a distance of 6.9 MHz. Im their statements, the “experts" seem to fail to

notice a couple of important thizngs.

First, the Soviet asystem, with its wider picture channel, gives be .ter
possibilities to improve the quality of broadcasts in the future than does zhe
"narrow" Weat German system.

Secondly, the "experts" scem to have forgottem geography entirely. And
- the geographieal distance of the transmission station from the receiviams ase:
is of essential value in TV cperatiems.

4 glance at the map shows that the already operating transmissiom =saticeu
of Tallinn, Leningrad, and Rigs are closer to a receiver; for example ir
Helsinki, than the statiem perhaps %o de built im Stockholz in a couple of
‘years. Also from Turka the ..irect distance %o Tallinn is shorter than itaat
to Stockholm and the same iz trus of Tampezre. To obtain & "field of visiom"
wider than Stockholm,again, is quite hopeless for Finnish television in the
present atage of technical development. The distance from Finland to
Copenhagen and Berlin, again, excceds the bounds of permspent recepiion
possibilities.

- Ergos the field of vision of an "East European” TV set oan be extended
t0 three operating stationsg = Tallinn, Riga and Leningrad; in the fielé of
vision of a Weat Cerman set there are me operating stationa,

, The above arguments clearly show that the Pinnish Radio (Yleiaradie},
‘when plamning permanent TV stations, has all the reasom to comsider the
adoption of the "East Eurcpean” system with wide pilcture channels. The
supporters of the Weat German system can Wwe likenmed to “sxperts" waio are of
the opinion thet the gauge of ths Fimnish reilroads should be narrowed d.wm,
since it is the same 83 in the Soviet Uniom and wider than elsewhare in ‘urove.

| 48 to the claim that the "East European” TY sets do mot meet the satety
requirements of the Fimnish Elsctricity Control Office and the fima
protection regulatioms in our cowntry, it contains nothing essential with

regard to the solution of the
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Television Developments in Finland.

The issue of whether Finland's eventual TV network should be established

with a Western or Soviet teehnical system is rapidly coming to a head. «ith
Tallinn now telecasting Finnish programs every Saturdasy night (The program of
October 1 included 25 minutes on the wisit of President Passikivi and Premicr

- Kekkeonen to Moscow) =-- and with the Helsinki experimental station, using
Primarily USIS film material, demonsirating its ability to transmit progrea:
also, the Finnish public is coming to realize that TV is here to stay. .o -
result, the guestion is mo longer whether Finland will have TV, dbut rather - iclh
system of transmission should be adopted by the Finnish station whem it is
eatablished.

The Commmists naturally argue in favor of the Soviet system. An examiie

of the Commnist argument is the following article (trenslated) from Tyoksasan
Sanomet, of September 23, 1955:

FUTURE TELEVISION PROBLEM MUUT BE SOLVED IN A
MANNER THAT SUITS OUR COURTRY
During the past few weeks and days, discussion about televigion hes
directed itself,more and more, on practieal questioms, The wisibility of
the Tallinn broadcasts on this side of the Gulf is & fact and it has
arougsed the public. For the conservative newapepers and to other wagez-;
of cold war, egain, it is a bitter dose to swallow. The followinpg exar .ic:

of headlines in the Conservatlve rural pnss and the Erkko press testu/
40 it plsinlys

"Imports of Television Seta Still Premature.”

"Commercial Imporis Still Premature.®

"East German Sets At Dumping Price"

“"Acquisition of East Buropean Equipment Would Be Sguandering"

After the Seximo Oy announced that it will retail Soviet television sets,

emong other things, the "KVH-49" type, a popular set at 36,500 Fmks, the
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regerd to the solution of the TV prodlem.

In many imported elestrie equipments the local retailers have to make
some smaller adjusiments and changes -— for example, to substitute s net-
connesting wire made of cord with rubdber cakle -- before they mest the sufety
provigioms, With regard to Soviet televisiom sets, the Elestricity Comtool
Burean will have gompleted its control reports only im a couple of weeks:

¥hile the Conservative newspapers sre sereaming about safety regulations
in the television iasus, they have also unearthed the slogap of "imter-Nurdie”
regulations, In Pinland, howewer, we have our own regulatiems, the other
countries their own. The only Nordie cwmmiry that has its om TV station is
Dexmaric, but it is improbable that evemn from there can s obtain experierces
adaptadle ia eur conditions. With Sweden, Pirland has soms commom old luws,
but they have nothinmg to do with moderm technelogy.

So; for example, Sweden has left-hand traffic and it iz not up to us to
interfere with it =~ a3 awkward as it semms to us. We should fellow regulatiem:
that sult our conditicms with regard to welevision; there is no need to
borrow regulations or experiences from eircles that do not have thea themselves.

One caxmot help deteeting political intrigues behind the telewvision
intereat of the Conservative papsrs. When now the Finns, hy the aid of
television, have an opportunity to receive informatiom om the Soviet Uniwm.
the Conservative cold-war enthusiasts would again liks to drsw their irm
curtain to cover it. It is up to publioe opinion to take care that cur
authorities will aolve the problem of Finnish televieiorn, regardless of the cold
war enthusissts, to the benefit of our people. (DLP)

(Bad translatiem)

On the other haad, mon-Commmumist papers; as TySkamean Sanomet indiertes,
generally favor the western aystem, and we are confidant would be very
recaptive to materisl supporting their view. Therefore we urgently regukat
& series of articlas - eilther USIS Peatures or Magazins Reprints of uwp io

. 1200 words —-— emphasizing the ultimats walus of Finlamd's adoptisg a sysiqm

! that could be tied im with developing internatiomal TV metworks of the Fest.
Specifieally, such articles might dekl with such topics ass "Eurovision. ”
technical developments in extending the range of TV itranamissions, such &3
oco-axial eables, relay towers, eto. Tealmieal diffioculties im imtegratirg tke
warious Wesierm systens should not e disregarded, dut the methods of e
coming such difficulties ~- and distancs - should de the real theme.

iz v wonld attenpt to plece mest artieles om an exclusive basis, w
eould use more than as on each of the topics suggested. That is to say w
believe articles an Eurcvision, for instames, if sufficiently differeat in
- origin, style, smd approach, could de placed in several different newspayers

oT megasines,
‘ Hsapwhile-
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{ Meanwhile, we are undertaking research in our
! r pexriodiecal files frr
material that could be adapted lecally, and for specifie artioles ca
whish eopyright clearance might be raequested.

Action Bequesteds Urgeat provisioa of material i :
of western~type television system in Finland. Supporting the adaption

M. Lorimer Noe
Public Affairs Offieer
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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY
WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF . Yovembsr 3, 19550

Dear Allen:

The enclosed Despatch from our Public Affairs
Officer in Helsinki gives further backgrqund on the
Soviet television problem there.

We are proceeding to supply the material re-
quested.

You have heard directly on this also, I believe,
from Nelson Rockefeller, and I have informed him that
we both are getting busy on it.

Sincerely yours,

= 7oA

Theodore C. Streibert
Director

Enclosure:

Despatch No. 15 of October 7,
1955, from ilelsinki,

The Honorable
Allen W, Dulles,
Director, Central [ntelligence Agency,
2430 E Street, N.W.,
Washington, De Ce
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