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NATICNAL. SECURITY CO'MCIL DIRRETIVE

Un

CUVERT UPEHATIONS

1. The National Security Council, taking cognizance of the
viclous covert activities of the USSR amd Communist China and the
governments, parties and groups dominated by them (hereafter col-
lectively referred tc as "Intermational Communism") to discredit
and defest the aims and activities of the United States and othor
puwers of the free world, deterumined, as set forth in NSC direc~

ives 10/2 ami 10/5, that, in the interests ¢f world oeace und
Y. 3. national security, the overi foreign sctivities of the i, 8.
Jovermment should be supplermented by covert operstions,

2. The Central intellirence igancy had already bean charged
by the National Security Council with conduecting espionage end
counterespionage operztions abroad. It therefore seemed deeirable,
foer operational ressons, not to create a anew sgency for covert
operations, but, subject to dirsctives from the F3SC, to place the
responsibility for thea on the Central Intelligence Agency and
correiate them with espionsge and counterespionage operations under
the over-all control of the Direstor of Central Intelligence.

3. ‘The HSC has determined that such covert operations shall
to the greatest extent practicable, in the light of U. 5. and
Soviet capabilities and taking into account the risk of war, be
designed to:

s &. Create
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&, Create and expleit troublesoms problems for Interw
national Communism, impsir relations batween the UZSER and
Comrunint China and between them and their satellites,
com:licate control within the USSR, Communist China and
their satellites, znd reterd the growth of the military
and economiec potential of the Soviet bleey

b, Ddseredit the prestige and ideclogy ¢f Internationsl
Commundan, md reduce the strength of its parties and other
elementaj

¢. Counter agy threst of & party or individusls diresctly
or indirectly responsive to Commmist control to achieve
dominant power in a free world country;

d. HReduce Internstional Commnist control cver any sress
of the world;

2. Strengthen the orientation tomerd the United States of
the peoples and nations of the free world, sccentuste, where-
ever possible, the identity of interest betwesn such pecples
and netions and the United States as well as favering, where
appropriaste, those groups germuinely advceating or belisving
in the advancement of such mutusl interests, and incresse the
capacity and will of such peoples and nations tc resist Inter-
national Communiem;

f. In accordance with estrblished policies and to the
extent practioable in aress dominated or threatened by Inter-
national Communisn, develop underground resistance and

facilitate
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facilitste covert and guerrilla operations and ensure uvail-

ability of those forces in the event of war, including

wherever practicable provision of a bsae upon which the
military mesy expand theee forces in time of war within

active theaters of opersztions as well as orovision for stay-

bohind assets and escape and evasion facilities.

k. Under the suthority of Section 102 (d) (S) of the Matiocnal
Security Act of 1947, the National Security Council hereby directs
that the Dirsctor of Central Intelligence shail be resvonsible for;

%. Ineuring, throush designsted representatives of the
Fecretary of State and ¢f the Secrstary of Nefense, that
covert operations are planned and condueted in a manner con-
gistent with United Ztates foreipn and military policies and
with overt activities, and comsulting with and obtaining ad-
vice from the Operations Coordinatine Poard end other depart-
ments or agencies as appropriate.

b, Informing, through appropriate channels and on a need-
to-know beals agencies of the U. 5. Uoverrmsnt, beth at home
and sbroad (including dirlometic and military representatives)
of suck operations as will affsct them.

5. n addition to the provisions of paragraph L, the following
nrovisions shall apply to wartims covert operations:

a. Plans for covert operaticna to be conducted in active
theatars of war snéd any other areas in which . 5. forces are

engaged
T4 e FLT0B-F
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engaged in combat operstions will be dreawn up with the

assistance of the Nepartment of Defense and will be in .

congonance with and complemsntary toc approvad wer plans

of the Joint Chiefs of <taff,

be Covert operations in active theaters ¢f war and

#ny other aresas in whick U. &, forces ars engaged in

eombst operstione will te conducted under such coemand

and control relationships ae have been or may in the

future be approved by tre Depsrtment of Defense.

6. Ae used in this directive, "covert cperations"™ shall be
understocd to be all activities conducted pursuant tc this ci-
ractive which are so planned and executed that sny UG. 5. Government
respousibility for them is not evident to unauthorized persons and
that if uncovered the U. 5. Government can plausibly disclaim any
reaponsibility for them. Specifically, such operations shall inelude
any covert activities releted to: propaganda; politicul actiong
econanic warfare; preventive direct action, including ssbotsge, anti-
sabolage, demoiition; escepe and evasion and evacustion measures;
subversion sgeinst hostile states or groupe including sspistance to
underground resistance movements, guerrillas and refugee literation
groups; support of indigencus and anti-communist elsments in
threatensd ccuntries of the free world; deeception plane and opsra-
tions} and all aotivities compatibls with this directive nacessary
t0 accomplish the foregoing. Such operations shalli not include:

armed
It Hoe F1T08-F
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armed canflict by recognised military forces, espionage and counter-
esplonage, nor covar and deception fer military operations.

7. This directive supersedss and rescinds NOC 10/2 and ¥SC 10/5.
Subparagraphs *a" and "b" under the heading "Additicnal Functicns of
the Operations Goorpdinating Bourd™ on page 1 of the Presidest's memo-
randun for the Smocutive Secretery, National Security Council supple-
menting Zxecutive Order 10483 are superseded by the following pro-
visions:

a. The asmbers of the Opergtions Coordinating Bourd shell,
under appropriate secur:iy arrangements, bs advised of those
covart operations related to Naticngl Security Counecil policies
assigned to the Board four coordiastion or relsted 4o such other
functions as muy be asal gned tc¢ ¥re Eoard.

b. The deslignated representatives cof the Secrataries of
State and Mefsnse refarred to 1o puragraph .lif_f_ above ghall
keep the Bourd ¥embers of their respective depirtmants advised
ar tw matters on whieh they are consulted by the Uirector of
Central Intelligence, and which have been or are tuo be referred
tc the Cperstionas Cuvordinuting Boersi.

c. The Upsratlons Coordineting Board will be the normal
channal for securing ccordinaticn ¢f support samcnz the Depart-

ments of State and Defernse end the Centrsl Intallisenes Agency.
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25X1

HEHMORARDUH FOR: My
Gxegutive Secreteyy
Hational Security Council

SUBJECT: N3C 10 Series drectives

There is attached a copy of a draft directive to super-
sede #5C 10/2 and ¥SC 10/5, and certain provisions of the
President’s memorandum to the Executive Secretary, National
Security Council suppiementing Executive (rder 10483. The
purpcge of this draft is to incorporate in one currently
applicable document Lthe directive relesting to covert opera-
tions by the Central Intelligence Agency.

This draft has been approved by the Under tecretary of
Gtate, Qeneral Smith, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, ¥r.
Kyes, and the idrector of Central Intelligence. T: is trans—
mitted to you sc that it mey be apprcpriately ccnsidered by
the National Security Council and, if approved by iy, sub-
mitted to the Presidant.,

ERATE fthA/J WM)L

ALLEN W. DULLIS ' 25X
Hirsctor

aAttachmentss 2
TS Ro. 91708-F, Copy #1
| s Ne. 917208.%  Cor

8] }r "“?2
25X1
(10 February 195L)
Distribution:
Copy Noo 1 & 2 - Addressee

3 - Sifner Lo 0.0

Lo~ Signer§ 0770

5 - SA/DCI TS Ho. 91737

6 - SA/DCT )
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il February 1954

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: NSC 10 Series Directives

I called | |at the NSC since

town. He was familiar with the procedure previously used for
handling NSC 10 series documents. He said that if a copy was

sent to the Executive Secretary of NSC with a memorandum say-
ing that the paper had been approved by General Smith, [ |
and yourself, it would then be circulated by hand to the statutory

L6 out of

members of the NSC and, if approved by them, submitted to the

President.

There is attached such a memorandum to

together with a clean copy of the revised directive.

Jpecial Aesistant to the Director

Att,
Copies 1 & 2, TS No. 91737
Copies 1 & 2, TS No. 91708-F

i'5 No.,

91738

1 ;%E Tl
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