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The Pufsch Th at Failed
Told in ‘Bitter End’

By FRANK McVEY
HANS GISEVIUS, a member of
the Beck-Goerdeler cligue, has
written a fat iome purporting to
tell the “inside story” of their

'ro THI, BITTRR EXD. by Hens 'ﬁr‘mdm
" Glsevius. Houghton MifTlin Co., 632 pp.
conspiracy to assassinate Hitler,
It has been iranslated into Eng-
fish with an introduction by Allen
Dulles,,now on the board of the
Toeder bank. Despite the tor-
tfuous length of thz book, Gise-
‘\'ius, who staried with the Ges-
tapo and later joined the Ab-
wehr, the counter-intelligence di-
vision, says not a word in his
Toe The Bitiar End., about the
anii-Soviet conslderations which
motivated the conspirators.

Insiead, he tries to give the
impression that the “movement”
extended over a long period of
, years and embraced a wlde corps
of an{i-Nazi supporicrs, bound
togeiher zolzly by their hatred for
Hitler's dictatorship.

When Gisevius discusses 1ihe
Reichsiag fire, the Rozhm mas-
sacre, or Hitler's method of break-
iny top generals, his evidence ls
concrete and oftes  convincing.
But when he tries to give plau-
sibility to the clalm that over a
long perlod of ycars the anti-
Hitler conspirators carried on an,

fenberg got cold feet. He lefi the
meeting of the general staff and
tetephoned his cohorts 1o ask
whether he should really go
throuzh with the piot.
time he got their reassurances
and returned te the meeting, Hit-
ler had gone,

Five days later, SlaufTenberg
finaliy got up courage cnough e
kick his brief case and start the
ticking mechanism, but Hitler es-
caped serious injury owing to a
last-minute shift in plans by
which the mecting was moved
from an underzround vault {o n
flimsy barrackroom.

S0 hurriedly did StaufTenberg
fiee from the scene that he did
not even wait to find out whether
or not Hitler had been killed. The
ineidentis that fellowed during the
next faw hours were indeed Judi-
crous and make it plain that, as
Gisevius admits nt one point, the
plotters sought to accomplish
their purpeses merely by changing
around a few top officlals,

After locking a few generals In
their offices and serving refresh-
ments to thelr captives, they sat
around and walied to be shol—
not even attempting to capture
Goering and Gocbbels. Gisevius
escaped because he did not sit
around to walt for the outcome

of the hal{-hearted putsch.

" Thouzh Dulles is careful to

underground  struggle (at top

levels) the evidence becomes airy
and unreal.

Yet it was “proof” such as this.
which Gisevius and his sponsors
introduced at the Nurmeberg trial
to exculpate Hjalmar Schacht,
whose financial services had won
‘him a gold medal from the fueh-
rer. '

Not until after the Red Army
had smashed the Wehrmacht and
wes heading for Berlin did the
Back - Goerdeler $oup begin o
consider any action, Then, they
asked Dulles o arrange & deal—
but, of course, neither Dutles nor
Gisevius mention any conversa-
tions about industries in the Rubr

or the fate of bigwig monopolist.s.‘

As told by Glsevius, they were

think}ng only of saviny the Ger- |

man people {rom further blood-
shed, and, as told by Dulles, they
egought to restore Christianity and
keep out the Bolsheviks.

In any case, the consplrators
fixed July 15, 1944, as the date
to explode g bomb at Hitler's feet,
but at the Jast minute Col. Stauf-
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claim that, while in Saitzzrland, i
he acted in strict accordance with
the Big Three policy of “uncon-
ditional surrender,” it Is apparent
that he did not relich this policy.
In his book, he cven goes out
of his way to avoid any dircct
menilon of President Roosevell |
and, 0 his Introduciion to Glse-
vius’ book, he bewails the fact
that the conepirators rceeved so
littie “encouragcment.” !
1f they had bzen suceessful,
Dullcs £ays that Gormany would
have been spared the loss of “men
who are sorely needed now in the
task of German reconsirtction.” J|
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