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1. The referenced memorandum contains the Président’
approval of modifications of some of the spacial security
controls related to ths U. 5. photog:aphic~satellite recén—
nalssance program. One of these changes provided that '
thenceZforth: '

"The fact that ths United Stataes Government condusts

2 phgtograp’ic satellite reconnaissance program for -

Torelgn intelligence collection be classified SECRET.”
. 2. .Thh purposa of this memorandum is +o sesk Presidential
lnstructions as to whether fl“ &gbove provision shall be T
continued 'or changed to provide' that the “fact of" tha program
D2 un?%assified. There is a difference of opirion within Zra
intelligence Community and theo Cepartments 2fifscted Witg- T
fesp=act to this guastion. o

‘§. The fact that th2 U. S. Governmant conducts a photo-
jraoiic satellite reconnaissance procrzm is widelw know;“:;j
s :reguently tha subjec=z 257 pr2ss 2nd oun iz :on&ént- T
33 ; R okel Qf'the classifizazicn nlaces Govarament offi
~o-n2 2ositicon oI violating cha classifi Zion Oor bDai
unreascorably reticsnt in discussions wis e Congrass
press, and the public. T=portans aspects cf the zZroagr
25 ©ne rasolution, swa=h sidesh., froguoancy Shout
zlz2ssiilad, but téeée Can :em:ii—;igggg?ii ‘;“:hijé
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6. I recommand that this guestlon be digszussad at ths
meating OFf the MNational Security C0fn01l i
Committee. iy own reccmmeadation 1s :o!de?}ass;:’
F photncraphic satallize raconnaissancs 2y wne
;e;e :his should bz dote as folliows:
=. The President be advisad of the argumentation
above and issus a dscisior that th=2 fact ;hat the U. S.
Covernment conducts a ophotogzapiaic sSatelilite racon-—
naissince program for foreign intalligence collection
will be unclassifi=zd.
b. The change be implamanted simply OV changing
the appropriate security regulations-

c. There be no ofiicial puollc announcement of the
change, and an effort he mads to minimize ouolﬁc’—v
about it.

d. All other asoacts of the U. 5. sate 3%ite-
nnalosance program for the colleCtlon of foxraign
ssified in accordance with

raco
irmtelligence remain cla
existing regulations.

..
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9 Aungust 1974

The Honorable James R. Schlesinger
The Secretary of Defense
Washington, D. C.

Dear Jim:

As 1 promised, herewith a copy of a drait
of the 'fact of" question. I would like to raise
this at the NSCIC meeting next week, but I will
not sign it without hearing from you. Would
appreciate your thoughts.

Sincearely,

/s/ Bill

W, E. Colby

Director
Attachment

Distribution: -
Original - Addressee _ -
1 - DCI
1 - ER
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