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25 July 1975

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Turkish Reaction to Failure to Lifc US Arms Embargo

1. 'Until the dusﬁ settles, it will be difficult to predicf Turkey's
eventual reaction to thevfaiiure of attempts to end the arms embérgd. For
the Turks, much i§ at stake; and if past experience 1s any guide, they
will weigh their iﬁterests carefully and avoid rash overreaction:t

2. From the Turks' pérspective, there is a significant change in

' the situation in the wéke of yesterday's vote in Congress. For the past
several months they have believed that the embargo could be reversed without
any prior Turkish concéssions on Cyprus, that all they had to do was keep

their heads down and avoid excessive retaliation against the US for the arms

cutoff.

3. Now, for the first time, the Turks cannot escape the painful

conclusion that they will have to pay a high price for their actions a year

ago and their inaction since. They~7ill be mbre sorely tempted to react

vehemently, but will be unable /to prascind fr the realization that that

ps
',‘!

kind of reaction:will not get'them the s aid they need.

4. In. deciding on their future course, the Turkish leaders will be
mindful of various constraints on their behavior:

—— They have learned over the past few months that, as they
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had feared, they-have no feasible alcernative to US arms
supply, at least for the near term.

—— Thefe is no widespread sentiment in Turkey io favorx of
seriously damaging ties with the US, and the governmeat
that could be accused of being at least partlally respcn31ble
for d01ng that would be vulnerabla. |

— Turkey s ééoﬁomlc 51tua£10n, already deterlofatino, would

__be hurt Sadly 1f Ankara had to use lts dwlndlzng_forelwn

_exchange reserves to purchase arms. -. =~ . - - .o o L

wl On the other hand the Terlsn 1eaders have the 1mp0rtant matter o

- ?g_; of face to conSLder, they are 1il ely to f331 Obll°ed to do omethina

tanvlble —— probably some. actlon agalnst US 1n>tallat10ns in Turkey —_ to .

show their displeasure. US 1nte111gence fac111t1es may be the flrst target...f

S T : L o N — - . ..__.*'

T [ < e - . . . . ‘. - B L S

" 6. In sum, as bad as the situation is, it may not yet be at rock .

boftdm. Thoagh many schemes for retallatory action have been developed

4.we-éuépect that Demlrel? Caglaygngll and the mllltary w1ll.want to .
reexamine anew procedures and consequences of retallatory séeps. This

".proceés will probéﬁlj begiuhat the‘cabinét meeting thi§ morning ﬁﬁd continué

next week in'tﬁé'framework of joint Turkish—American negotiating team that

met initially on 18 July and then adjourned sine dle-

Early Press. Reactlon _
7. The result of the House vote received banner headlines in today s

Turkish press but the story broke too late for editorial reaction or official

comment. The headline treatment was straightforward although one paper noted

"

that "Greek pressure groups had won. Heavy emphasis was given to the intense

efforts by the administration to obtain passage of the bill. o -
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