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Attached are Annexes A and B to SNIE 10-12-65. = They should
be attached to the published estimate, dated 10 December 1965.
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16 Decembef 1965

'SNIE 10-12-65: PROBABLE COMMUNIST REACTIONS TO A US
S COURSE OF ACTION

CANNEX A: PAVN INFILTRATION CAPABILITIES DURING 1966

1. Current PAVN Strength in South Vietnsam. Regular PAVN combat

units began to riove into South Vietnam late in 1964. As of 15 November
;1965; phcre were on estimated nine PAVN regiments in South Vietnam --

c§ rirmed, one'probable and one possible. Each regiment is com-

aun s deployed t6 South’ Vietoam at strengths considerably
‘egtimated T/O ‘sbrene:th of units in North Vietnam,
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3-';“IthCid0minated areas of South Vietnam, where they are presumably. 
'subject to VC recmiting, there are probably about 1&30 000 physically fit

males age l)—-r9 i

L. DRV military forces are estimated at 297,000 men: 265,000 in the
~regular army;‘ 27,000 in the armed security forces; 2,500 in the air force; .
and 2,500 in the navy. In addition, there is a minua; of perhaps 200,000
 . men who are, armed with rifles and light machine guns a.nd have had some

There may be a further 1, 800 000 men. a.nd women with

: military training.

t1ons. of total mobilization, DRV military- forées could
xpand to a 1t'?‘5,000 within six months. '
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,available for dep]oyment out of the country.

It~18 estimated thatv.bout

15,000 of this number are already in South Vietnam and 9,000 in Laos. The: -
number of PAVN troops available for service in GVN could be increased 1if

L
their place in the DRV was taken by Chinese troops.~/

¢. Theve are an estimated 30 infantry regiments in the North

Vietnamese army, of which 15 would probably be reserved for home defense.
Of the rewainder, about half could be used to train new units and replace- a ff%%
ments for infiltration to South Vietnam. With a force of this slze

8 available to furnish instruction and training, about 36 new RAVN regimentséz_

or reglmental equlvalents of approximately 1 500 men eachwcould be trained'

ndf nfiltrlted into South Vietnam during 1966‘ ‘Thisfwould

battalion equivalents a month.‘

Our estimates concerning the allocation or.ngv military orces.
,1ous missions set forth in paragraphs 5 and 6 ar based to.
erable extent on our Judgment ‘of yhat would be‘prdbdble_and-
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7. Within South Vietnam, VC/EAVK forces are'curre 1y estimated at -

110 combat battalions,-/ 1nclud1ng o1 PAMH battal‘; are believed

capable of recruiting and training twb new baté;lions,plus

;iments per month during 1966

>

8. In sum, therefore, we estimate that vc/RAvn forces in

Vietnam could receive reinforcements at a rate or 16 battalion’equivalents:

per month during 1966.

.9. VC/PAVN combat losses are estimated at the rate of some 15,000
men (30 battalion equivalents) for each of the last two quarters of 1965.
Assuming further US buildup and an increased level of combat in 1966, this
loss rate could rise by as much as four or five battalion equivelents each'_
qua,rte;- Based on this figure and the estimated vc/mvn input capability,
- VC/PAVN strength by the end of 1966 could be in the neighborhood of 155

fbattalions. waever, the gtrength Of thith:

and its effectiveneas

<--could:»’be grea.tly altered in either direction -.

‘;*,5oductiqn of new Ueapons battlefiﬂldminﬁ

2tactics or strategy.

'There are also about 13,000 VC in eparg. ompanies and platoon
i al fo:cos, 18 000 combat support{troopa ko,

z c 1 ye A '
tical requirements discussed in this eatimate considerfonly the reqnire—4
. ments of the VC/PAVN main force 'battaliona‘ . :

AL

R
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ment for external logistical support for Class I (food) and Class III (POL)
supplies. They do, however, have a continuing requirement for external
logistic support for some types of Class II (quartermaster), Class IV |
(mpons) and Class V (ammnition) supplies. If each of the 110 battalions - .

currently estimeted to be in South Vietnam continues to be engaged in combat

at the levels of most of 1965 (about once 1n every 35 days) and expends

"§-E-C-R-E-T
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~Th° TGQnirements estimated in the previous two paragrapha would

ed’ by:the extent to which the vc/mvn farces | would lose thetr

otical Capabili~1: The cumulative throughput ‘capabllity into

‘é;ﬁth Viefﬁégjby means of the Lao corridor is estimated for the current 4ary
season at 150 to 200 tons daily. This capaclty would be in excess of the
requiremeﬁts of the current 110-battalion main force, even under the con-
ditibns of increased combat described in paragraph 11. To meet these
requifeménts, the Communists would have to make maximum use o: the routes
through Laos during the dry season (December - May) and to stockpile,

-maintain, and distribute materiel at the southern end with maximum | -

5In such e case, the Commnnists, toxsuatain their military

.inttod;ce substantial aupplies bw_sea,'apd/or_furbher exploit
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AMVEX B:  TUE FOTRITAL oR USE op SEA SHIPMENT TO CAMBODIA AS A
COMAUNIST SUPPLY ROUTE TO SOUTH VIETNAY

1. . Political Factors.

Cambodia's ruler, Prince Sihanouk, has
frequently edopted strongly anti-ys
that

attitudes and he appears to believe

cowwuatem w111 triumph in Soutn Vietnam. Though 1t cannot be estab.

sanctuary for the Ve, Indeed, the northeasgt tip of Cambodia, vhere

Phnom Penh bas neéver exercised real control, ig s major Viﬁtna.maae Con-

minist bane areéa, and on Hanoi!

8 maps this territary 1s shown as a part
of Vietnam._/

. “ : : . .
ne Mg i i e i

2.  The use of the country's only significant seaport, Sihanoukville, “

as g po.’mt oi‘ entry for large amounts of oilitary materiel to be moved

onward to the VC in South Vietnem or stockpiled ror their :future use ww.'!.d

Cbea very different matter. We believe that Sihanouk would feel that such T ]
flagrant coope 'tion with the Vietnamese insurgency vould ‘carry an ex-

. tremely hi@h.riﬂk of bringing Cambodla into the war, “He woula fear inter-

, vr.dt;ctino'h*.df'_'hi& 61’!:8 _and Othez_' tzfansportation.raémges and, possi‘bly,
PR For these reasom, Sihanouk would alnost certainly not ¢t
-:arrangement at least as long as the US/GVN retain a.ny-, e

Jthing 11ke the:lr; present capabilitiea for war in the Indochina ares,

e

1 , _iscuasion of current use of Cambodian territory in support of _
- YCacpivities in South Vietnam, see USIB-D-2L, 7/l+A entitled [Inf11-

glstics - South Vietnam v

— S5-E-C-R-Fm
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'" 3  Over the past fev years, in fact, Sihanouk has shownhiuel.r'to

: be quite sensitive about the use of his country by thﬁicmiﬂtﬁiffor

Y e.ctions against South Vietnam. There have been em:mber ‘ot min

between Cambodian troops and VC, when the h.tter :Keemed‘to be opere in

}too free:ly in Cambodia. As recently as T December, Sihemmk requested
_'bhe ICC to consider placing a Btrict control on Biha.noukville and pub-‘ -

lishing the results of its observations.

k. Capabilities. If, contrary-to our estimate, Sihanouk opened his

territory to a major logistic effort, the amount of materiel reaching the
Comunists in South Vietnam could be substantial. In calendar 196k, the
- port of Sihanoukville handled some 800,000 toms, of which 220,000 were .
:meorta. The port could handle additional 1mports of about hSO 000 tons |

peryear,anaverageofaboutl,zoomsdaih' vTh:lsﬂga.recwldbein-~

- creased by intensified operation, There are two = eﬁhich ‘could be used .

% B

,f;"-_,to clearg":’: 1hanmzkv111e -/ Theee are (1) the sa.h.enoukvﬂle-rhnm 'hnh ‘

8-E-C-R-E-T
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South Vietnam; the most tmportant 1s Route 1, whidh'
kfacing'l‘ayﬁinhpravince mahuacapmitydhzoomawmtm
}dry season and 1,800 tons a day in the rainy season. The major inland
waterway is the Mekong River system, which has a capecity, with craft
readily available, to move at least 6,000 tons per dq south to the border.

AP

This capacity could be {increased during the high-water season. Supplies

Lo

could also be moved north on the Mekong to Stung Treng and thence by poor
roads end trails or minor watervays to VC/PAVN forces in mtm and Pleiku
provinces, but this is & difficult route and has less ‘capacity than the

© Leo corridor. ' R ,

. §-B-C-R-E-T
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‘8. 'Thus, in the absence of efforts to interdict and assuming
eufficient trucks and drivers were made available, the total volume of
materie_l which could be cleared through the port of Sihanoukville could
be moved forward to South Vietnam over the main routes. In additiom,
supplies brought in through lesser ports along the Gulf of Siqn could
be moved by coastal and inland water routes and over trails.
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