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17 April 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR TEE DIRECTOR

Herewith is the report of General Erskine's trip to Burma of which
he spoke to you the other day.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

16 April 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
SUBJECT: Trip te Burma

Transmitted herewith is a copy of the report on my trip to
Burma which has been submitted to the Secretary of Defense, less
Tabs C, D, E and Fo I regret that the missing enclosures are not
available. We were furnished only two copies of the list of
equipment desired by Burmese officlals. The Attache report was also
furnished in only two copies.

Copies of the enclosures not included herewith will be provided
on a loan basis upon request.

Enclosure
Trip Report

Aasistant. t.o the
Secretary of Defense
(Special Operations)
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

16 April 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLYIGENCE
SUBJECT: Trip to Burma

Transmitted herewith is a cory of the report on my trip to
Burma which has been submitted to the Secretary of Defense, less
Tabs C, D, & and F. I regret that the missing enclosures are not
available. We were furnished only two copies of the list of
equipment desired by Burmese officials. The Attache report was also
furnished in only two copies.

Copies of the enclosures not included herewith will be provided
on a loan basis upon request. o ‘

Enclosure
Trip Report

G. B. ERSKINE
General, USMC (Ret)
Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense
(8pecial Operations)
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Report on Trip to Burma, ‘*february-xarch, by General G. B. Erskine

I departed Washington 22 February 1957 for Rangoon, Burma, to discuss
with appropriate Burmese officials the military aid and training assistance
that may be desired from the United States by the Government of the Union of
Burma. Colonel Clifford Nash, USAP, and Lieutenant Colenel Guy M. Blencoe,
USA, were assigned to accompany me by the Departments of the Air Force and
Arny respectively. Commander J. B. Sprague, USK, Naval Attache at Rangoon,
’::; ﬁg‘wﬂt"d to join my group as the naval assistant upon arrival at Rangoon

80

My group arrived in Rangoon late 25 February. On 26 February we con-
ferred with the U. S. Ambassador, were briefed on the Burma situatioen, and
accepted an agenda and travel schedule which had been arranged by the Embassy.

On 27 February, accompanied by Ambassador Satterthwaite, we called on
General Ne Win, Chief of Staff of the Union of Burma Armed Forces, who
welcomed us and gave us a general outline of the objectives of the Burma
Government as regards the armed forces. During this discussion General Ne
Win stated that basically their plans were to smash the insurrection and
build a defense force capable of offering reasonable resistance to external
aggression. He also indicated a desire to have training assistance from the
United States and to build wp arms and ammunition plants in Burma. He
briefly stated that it is now planned to operate against the insurgents
throughout the year including the monsoon season and explained his new
techniques of employing "flying squads" in a relentless pursuit where in-
surgents are reported to be operating. General Ne Win admitted that the
insurgents did get some arms and ammunition through "leaks™ in the armed
forces and the Union police, but declared that most supplies came from
external sources. He promised full cooperation with us. It was evident
that he desired military assistance from the United States.

Subsequent to visiting the Chief of Staff, we called upon the Honorable
Minister of Defense, U Ba Swe, the then Prime Minister, who welcomed us and
stated the government objectives in much the same manner as had been done by
General Ne Win. He also stated that although Burma needed and wanted assist-
ance from the United States, Burma must remain neutral. It was his desire that
1 explore the situation and talk of final arrangements later. He directed that
I be shown everything I wanted to see and that all of my questions be answered.

In addition to expressing his desire for U. S. weapons and technicians,
he stated that he wanted some of his officers to visit West Point with a view
to gaining knowledge to improve the operation and organization of the Burma
Military Academy. During this discussion U Ba Swe said that he hoped he would
be able to visit the United States during April and receive medical treatment
for a leg ailment. (The official invitation has been extended, accepted, and
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" U Ba Swe is now in Boston undergoing medical treatment.)

During ny farewell call on U Ba Sws in Rangoon he expressed satisfaction
with eur visit and appeared to be hopeful of U.S. military assistence. He
again pointed out the necessity of Barma being neutral because of her weak-
ness and the need for building up reasonsble military strength to resist
gzgtlernal aggression, which he referred te as eventually coming from Commuist

ina,

< Ja Swe emphasized to me that during wy visit I had been shown all of
their military secrets and that I must be trusted to see that they are
properly safeguarded., He earnestly requested that none of the information
which I had received be transmitted under any clrcumstances to representatives
of any foreign country and that it only be disseminated to U,S. military :
personnel d_an abpolute need to e I promised to comply with this
request as far as it is possible within my own limited responsibility. I
assurcd him, however, that every reasonable precaution would be taken to
safeguard the information that had been given to us. (Thie is a very senw
sitive point with all of the Burmese officials and should be kept in mind
i.;:a th; ham;.ling of documents submitted herewith and all discussions arising

relrom,

Talks with members of the staff of the Burma Army, Navy, and Air Force
cormenced during the afternoon of 27 February and covered the over-all
situation of the armed forces, the insurgent situation, and general require~
ments of the armed forces to meet government objectives as regards military
equipment and training assistance. Similar talks were held at intervals during
visits to various installations, Final discussions with General Ne Win and
meumbers of his staff were held on the afterncon of 7 March 1957 at which tiume
final requests were submitted for military and technieal assistance for the
armed forces.

On 28 February 1957 Colonel Maung Maung urgently requested a private and
confidential conference with me in a secluded spot. We met in the Army
Attache's home. Colonel Maung Maung stated that he had been directed to
contact me and inform me of the results of a meeting which had been held
that day by three cabinet members, including Prime Minister U Ba Swe and
three senior military officers, including General Ne Win, himself, snd ons
other. He said that he had been directed to inform me that these officials
were extremely concerned regarding their interpretation of the term "modest®
amount of military aid. He stated that this high-level governmental group
was insistent that a substantial amount of equipment must be furnished in
order to prevent serious embarrassment to the government by the opposition,
as well as loss of face internationally.

The greup was reported to consider that the decision to accept assist-
ance from the United States, even though it be on a reimbursable basis by
token payment, is in reality an alignment with the United States. It was
emphasized that such an alignment would cause great damage to the government
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. unless a substantial amount of equipment is provided without delay to enable
the government to prove the wisdom of its deeision. As spokesman, Maung Maung
stated that the group had grave doubts regarding the wisdom of this course
unless they were assured that substantial assistance could be furnished and
that implementation of an informal agreement could be carried out in a very
expeditious manner.

Colonel Maung Maung also stated that Zhukov had offered the Prime Minister
an open invitation to send a mission to Russia at an early date to look at
their equipment and select the types and quantities desired. Zhukov made no
mention of any method of payment.

In answer to my question as to whether the Burmese realize that the
Russians would demand payment later in a form which might not be acceptable to
the government, the spokesman stated that he and other members of the group
hate Communism and Russia and desire no dealings whatsoever with the USSR.
They were deathly afraid of any deal with Zhukov and his colleagues, but if
substantial aid was not furnished in a reasonably expeditious manner, the
pressures were so great they might be pushed into accepting some form of offer
from the Russians if they could not make arrangements elsewhere. '

With regard to these other arrangements he stated that his government was
exhausting every possible means of finding money to purchase equipment from
non-bloc countries and intended to do so to the limit of their ability, even
though the United States did provide some aid. He implored me to realize that
the situation now was simply one of a competition between the bloc and the
United States, and it was the opinion of the Prime Minister and others rep-
resented that Zhukov would give equipment to Burma if he feels it is his last
opportunity to beat out the United States.

Colonel Maung Maung stated that the cabinet considered the decision to
accept military assistance from the United States to be the most ageniszing
and difficult one with which they have been confronted. He also pointed out
that the Burmese leaders had great fears that this type of association with
the United States would probably cause an intensification of Communist penetra-
tion and subversion which the Burmese Government would not be able to deal with
unless arrangements made for military assistance could be executed in such a
manner that it would deter any such aggressive operations by the Communists,
particularly the Chinese Communists. .

Colonel Maung Maung stated that he had also been directed to bring to
my attention the concern which the high-level group had regarding statements
that had been made to the effect that our aid would be for the suppression
of insurgency. He emphasised the fact that the Burmese leaders are partic-
ularly sensitive to such a program and take a dim view of assistance that
would be provided only on the basis of stamping out insurgency. It is their
claim that they are sufficiently equipped at the present time to deal with
the insurgents. It was further pointed out that such a pesition on the part
of both the Burmese and U.S. officials is very bad diplomacy because the giving

3
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also have g damaging propeaganda offact. It is the feeling of she Burmese
leaders that any such statement can be profitebly exploited by the political
:fpositagtzkaa well as the Communists. In sy opinion this statement of views
well ONe '

Subsaquently, during separste converaations with Defense Minister U Da
Swe, Ceneral Ne \Win and Colonel Aung Cyl (Vice Chief of Staff Defense Services -
Arry), the statements made to me by Colonel Maung Maung were verified as being
the opinions of these offisials. These officials are very apprehensive of
having any dealings with the USSR. The two colonels on more than one occasion
expressed their grave disappointment and fears of the barter deals thathad
already been made. It is believed that the whole group realises that the USSR
technicians and instructors would have to bs accepted along with any equipment
provided by the USSR, Colonsl Aung Gyl end Colonel Maung Maung told me on
serarate occasions that if Russian technicians were sent to Burma, these
techniciane would be worth more to the USSR than the cost of the equipment
which might have been provided,

On more than one occasion I was cautioned by the senior officials who
have been named in the above paregrephs to the effect that our policy should
berto military and technical assistance to the Burmese Government for
ol BEEresslon Oy _10F Suppress DL
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The Honoreble Defense Minister, U Bs Swe, General Ne Win, and Col. Aung
Gyl (GS0-1) during my final discussions informed ms that the list of equip-
ment submitted was that desired for provision of the necessary equipment for
early organisation of two infantry divisiens; expansion of the Air Force to
support these divisions; and expension of the Navy to meet combat requirements
against insurgents, perform coastal petrol, and offer some resistance to
external aggression. Thess offielals stated that Burma did not desire this
assistance as grant aid because acoeptance of aid on this basis would constitute
a definite alignment with the U.3, and the West in general. They stated del-
initely that Durma desires to purchase the equipment included in the lists on
& reimbursable basis. U Ba Swe further explained that the Burma Government
desired the equipment at reduced prices if possible., He hopes that when
payments are made, arrangements can be consusmated for lending the amount
of these payments to the Burma Covernment for economic or other developmental

purposes.

It was strongly emphasized that all Lransactions in comnnection with any
forn: of military assistance that may be authorised for Burma pyst hgve the
ard_appsarance being a straight business deal. It was also pointed out
a Government realised that even though they purchased military
right, this act in itself would be construed by the political
opposition,and particularly Commmnist China and the USSR, as an

with the United States and the West. The Minister of Defense stressed the

b
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fact". that his government would have to aseept this risk with any consequences
that may fellow and pleaded that the aid-wowld be substantisl, at least in the
eyes of the Burmese people gnd potential aggressors in the Asian area.

It was U Ba Swe's view that even if the government received only a token
amount. of equipment, this would be looked upon &s an alignment with the United
States, and his government would be in a ridiculous position at heme and
abroad in the Asian area and would be accused of selling out te the U.S. for
only a tokem amount of assistance. He felt that since Burma had decided to
accept this assistance from the Uniged States it must be in substantial
amounts and must be delivered withowt undue delay in order to save embarrass-
ment to the government and gain support for this "alignment.”

~While at Maymyo, Col. Aung Gyi, who is a most influential member of the
military hierarchy, asked me to set & time for a special conference with him.
At the time, he suggested that we walk through the park at Maymyo fer our
disgussion so that we could not be overheard. I agreed to meet him later
that afternoon, and did so. Instead of going to the park he took me to'a
room at. the Army Guest House which had been placed under guard for this
meeting, HNe had various charts and maps displayed on the wall showing the
dispositions of the Burmese forces, the intelligence reports indicating the
location, strength and disposition of insurgents, as well as purported loca-
tion of Cormunist Chinese across the border.

He gave me a rather lengthy swmmary of the history of Burma from the
date of its independence in 1948, He then reviewed the difficulties that
had been encountered by the young government and likened them to those which
confronted the thirteen colonies of the present United States, He also
related, in detail, the situation which existed in 1952 during the revolt
within Burma and the confused insurgent situation that has continued from
that time. Using charts, he explained the progress that had been made in
regaining control of territory and elimination of insurgency. He described
in general terms the psychological warfare program that had been conducted
for the past two years and claimed that some results had been achieved.

He stated that many of the prominent insurgents had been school mates
and friends of the officials of the present government and likened this
situation to the one which existed in the United States during our Civil
War. During this conference which lasted some two hours, Cel. Aung Gyi
pointed out that it was the desire of the government to suppress insurgency
without creating deep bitterness within the country. Using another example
from United States history, which he claimed to have studied, he referred
to the bitterness which he believes to exist in our country today a8 a
result of the fierce fighting between the north and south. He stated that
it was the policy of the government to face up to the insurgents, the
Communist groups in particular, and kill them off if it be necessary, but
that it was their strong desire to win over as many of the insurgents as
possible to avoid the aftermath of bitterness among the suppressed people.

5
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X ' Aung Gyi demonstrated an unusual knowledge of American history which
gave me the impression that he endeavors to conpare the trials and tribula-
tions of the Jyoung Burmese Government with those of the United States during
our early history as an pendent nations The Colonel was still disturbed
regarding his underst /the United States view that military assistance
may be given for the suppression ef insurgency instead of building up the
amthimm‘:t for defense against aggression, He was particularly sensitive
on s o

Hie forcefully stated that the group of men now running the government
had fought determinedly to preserve the sovereignty of their country and to
maintain the government and that they were dedicated men who would fight to
the last ditch against revolt and aggression from any quarter.

He informed me that the armed forces had voted against Zhukov's visit
but had been overruled by outside pressures, and further that the armed
forces had dragged their feet and shown Zhukov and members of his entourage
as little as they could get away with., He was very definite in his statement
that he and the leaders of the armed forces at the present time wanted no
dealings whatseever with the USSR or other bloc countries. He feared that
pressures would force them to accept some undesirable arrangement to provide
the equipment which is necezsary to meet the present insurgent situation and
build up strength for future defense.

He also stated that it was the government's estimate that the United
States and the USSR would reach the peak of their military strength in 1960
or 1962. For this reason, they frequently used the term "the next five
years," which is the period that the Burmese leaders feel they have to
develop their maximum strength before a show-down faces them. It is their
belief that when the United States and the USSR have developed their maxisaum
military potential by 1962, these two major powers may destroy each other.
If this occurs, Burma will be left without friends and must be prepared to
defend herself from external aggression which is expected to come from
Communist China. It is also the view that if by 1962 the United States
and the USER do not engage in an all-out war, the tensicn will be sc great
that small and peripheral wars will break out. In this case, Burma must be
prepared to defend herself against external aggression because she cannot
be assured that any major power in the free world would come to her defense
with.sufficient strength to oppose Commnist China or possibly India under
such circumstances. He considers that Burms is a choice target because of
her geographic location, the small population as regards its land area,
close proximity to large nations now suffering from overpopulation, as well
as the vast undeveloped resources to be found in Burma,

The Burma Army has an extensive school system for dependents. The Army
operates additional facilities at all of the major posts, using both civilians
and military teaschers. I visited one of the schools attended by some 700
children, The facilities appeared to be adequate, Classrooms are not
crowded, and it appeared that the school was being conducted in an excellent
manners All children are required to learn the Burmese language., The Army
also conducts various programs of adult education and permits attendance
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* within the linitations of the eapacity of the schools and school staffs by
civilian adults residing in the ecommnity in which the school is located.

In additien to these school projects, the Army has undertaken a
limited number of projects to bring echildren from distant points to schools
at government expense with a view to integrating the various tribes and
psoples within the country. After graduation, these students are encouraged
to return to their commnities or join the Army. This type of project is
really & part of the psychological warfare program.

Burmese officials claim to have an extensive paychological warfare
program designed to discredit Comsmunism and influence the insurgents to
return to normal occupations and lives, I was unable because of lack of
time to examine this program except in a casual way. The U, S. Army
Attache, however, attested to the fast that the program was extensive and
he believed it to be rather effective,

Among all echelons I found a feeling of distrust of Baptist missionaries
and members of the Baptist faith in Burma, This may, in part, be attributed
to the fact that the Karens, probably the fiercest fighters in Burma, were
originally a Baptist group and now have many leaders who follow this faith.
I was informed by Col. Tun Sein that his brigade is in the process of build-
ing an orphanage which will be lecated on the outskirts of Taunggyi. It is
their plan that al) Baptist orphans in that general area will be taken into
this orphanage where they will be cared for, tutored, and indoectrinated
against the Baptist faith, with a view to having them join the Army when
they grow older. Tun Sein said that wherever there was a Baptist there was
potential trouble. This opinion was applied to members of the faith of the
Assembly of God who he termed as worss than voodooists. He frankly sadmitted
that they planned to sabotage the Baptist movement wherever possible. In
answer to questions regarding other religious faiths, Tun Sein stated that
followers of other faiths were all most cooperative and were not looked upon
a8 potential trouble makers.

In accordance with my terms of reference and at the request of Ambassador
Satterthwaite, I endeavored on several occasions to bring up the situation of
the Union of Burma Police for discussion, but on each oceasion my questions
were parried in such a manner as to indicate that they did not desire to
discuss this matter. On the day before my departure I pointedly asked Col,
Aung Gyl if he did not desire me to discuss possible assistance with some of
the Union of Burma Police officials., He replied that it was unnecessary, I
then mentioned that I had received a query from the police which indicated
that they were interested in discussing assistance with me. Aung Gyl became
riled and asked me who had contacted me. I stated that I did not desire to
give away & confidence. He then stated that no one had authority to bring
that metiter up with me or to discuss it with me without his approval, He
requested me to give him the name of the person who had made the query so

that he could immediately take disciplinary action. I reminded him that he
and I were friends and that it was my policy never to betray another friend,
and I could not comply with his request because if I did so he, too, would
probably lose confidence in me. He then said he would arrange for me to have
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Discussions with various military officers gave me the distinet impwession
that there is little trust and confidence by the Armed Services in the Union
Military Police, The Union Military Police & & separate organisation under
the iinister of Home Affairs and is not copsidered by the military to be very
well trained or relisble. Present plans provide that forty percent of the
occupation troops in areas siesed from insurgents will be Union Military
Police. These police units will be under command and operational contrel
of the Army Commander assigned to the area. Administration will remain with
the parent organisation.

.

Militsery &tmtion in Burma .

The military situation regarding the insurgents, the external situation,
and the Burma Arzy and Air Force is included in the Attache report enclosed
herewith as Tab C. The Navy situation is ineluded in Tab F.

During discussions with various officials including Colenels Aung Gyi,
Maung Maung and Tun Sein (Commander of 4th Brigade, stationed in the Shan
State), I was personally and confideatially informed afdiitionally as follows:

(1) The government does not plan to conduct further military operations
against the XMT if the situation can be handled by other means. It is
Fresently planned to subvert the KMT organisation and "buy off™ their
leaders. This plan is reported to be cheaper in the long term. Colonels
Aung Gyi and Tun 8ein claim that the KMTs have been successfully penetrated
by the Burmese and that negotiations with the more impertant KMT leaders
were being conducted at the time of my visit.

(2) The KMT have been receiving arms and supplies via the Ching Mai
route from Thailand. It was alleged that General Phao was aware of this
and had profited from this traffie,

(3) I was informed that U.S, caliber 30 carbines can be bought in
various places in Burma for $60.00 each and that these weapons continue
to be brought in from Thailand. It was implied that the carbines wers
coming through Thai police sources and that the weapons wers from stocks
furnished by the United States.

(4) The insurgent Xarens have been mainly supplied from Thailand and
had paid for the arms and supplies with wolfram mined in the Karen State.
The more important wolfram mines are now under the contrel of the Burmese

Army.

(5) Colonels Aung Gyi and Tun Sein both informed me that the Thais had
agents and radios with the KMI's and Xaren insurgents and frequently com-
mnicated with these groups.

(6) Theee officers aleo advised me that the Chinese Nationalists
maintain military representatives at Bangkok under Esbassy cover to
arrange for and provide supplies to the KMT group. (This report is
true. The Chief of the group is a ChiNat major general.)

' s Fy I . i .
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- 1 found tmr:gtion of the rodl%:ar which I treveled some 25 or 30 miles
to be a twewlane highway, surfaced with macademe Cole Tun Sein informed

e that he hag traveled with Chou en Lai & distance of 120 miles across

the border into China over the Burma Bead and that the condition of the
road was excellent and of the same type of construction. He believed that
there were many more miles of excellent Burma Road beyond the point in
China %o which he had traveled with Chou en Lai,

During ewr stay in Burma we visited a number of military installations.
::b;igfa ry of the itinerary and comments on units visited is attached
L J

During our discussion of mobility facters regarding ground force organ-
isatien, the Burmese brought out the ;ut that the Government of Burma owns
400 elephants which are used from time te time in military operations. It
was stated that over 100 elephants were used to carry artillery, ammmition,
and heavy leads during the last significant operations against the KMTs in
the vicinity of Mong Hsat. Photogrephs were produced which were taken during
this operation which showed elephants crossing the Salween River with their
pack loads. These photegraphs also disclosed a novel movement of artillery.
Twenty five pounders were broken down into loads suitable for elephant packs.
The elephant is said to earry a load of 800 pounds for at least six hours,
but they require very special cars and handling in order to keep them in
proper shape. It was interesting to note that the elephant had been used
successfully in mountainous regions with such heavy loads. The Burmese
consider the elephant to be a very valuable means of mobility in the handling
of any heavy loads that they may have within their military forces, even
though their movement may be very slow.

During our observations and various discussions the Burmese officers
repeatedly endeavored to impress upon us the enthusiastic spirit of their
troops. The watchword of the forces im "We do it ourselves.” There were
;arioua manifestations of this spirit in the demonstrations that were provided

or us. . :

~ Burma is extremely short of personnel with technical training of
sufficient level to operate and maintain various types of modern military
equipment. This fact is realised, and efforts are being made to train as
many individuals as possible in certain trades and technical schools in
order that this shortage may be overcome, It appears that within the
limitations of funds available, a very sound training plan has been developed
. and 1s being executed. The Burmese officials realise that many improvements
must be made in this program. There is a very great shortage of qualified
instructors. Requests for instructors and technicians for assignment to
various technical and trade schools are included in the enclesed reports
for the s Navy and Air Force, ‘

/

The Burmese officials desire U,S. instructors and technicians on a )
contract basis., They insist fthat the contracts must be written so as to ]
indicate that the contract is a straight business deal with the Burma
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- Government. Retired officers and civilians are acceptable as military .
instructors provided they are certified to have the necessary professional .
mowledge and ability to perform the tasks to which they will be assigned.
It was impossible to get a clear statement regarding any organisation that
would de suitable for U.S. representation, ewen though it is disguised, as
far as the instructor and technician group ie concerned because the Burmese
officials themselves could not agree, at the time, on the best method of
handling such a contract with our people. They have a variety of contracts
;:1 :liu;h Present. time with the Swedes, Israelis, Yugoslavs, Japanese and

*

Burmese officials are extremsly shy of any "organisation™ of military
instructors and technicians who may be procured on contract because of
their disappeinting experience with the British Mission. I was repeatedly
informed that the British Mission deliberately prevented the proper train-
ing and development of the Burma Armed Forges and that their control group
(planning group) was arbitrary, wasteful of time and money, and dedicated
to preventing the armed forces from developing cohesive strength. The
Burmese are prone to insist upon direct control and supervision of all
persons employed on a contract in any ecapacity. It is belleved, however,
that further negotiations can arrive at an arrangement whereby military
instructors and technicians can be provided on a structure similar to a
MAAG, but on a civilian contract basis.

In reply to my inquiry regarding the channels for communication econcern-
ing matters which might not be entirely clear in our report, 1 was informed
by Col. Aung Gyi and Gen, Ne Win that the channel must be from the U.3.
Defense Department through the U.8. Army Attache at Rangoon. I informed
them that it would be necessary in many eases for our Ambassador to partic-
ipate or be involved in some of these tramsactions and it was agreed that
the channel may pass through the U. 8. Agbassador but should be transmitted
to the Burma military authorities by the Army Attache, I asked whether it
was intended to bypass the Burma Foreign Office and was clearly told that
the Burma Foreign Office would have nothing to do with matters which had
been discussed. In reply to my inquiry as to whether or not the Burmese
Military Attache or the Burmese Anbassador in Washington should be contacted
pertaining to matters we had discussed, I was definitely informed by these
same officers that the Burmese Ambassador or Military Attache should not be
contacted on any matter pertaining to the armed forces, It was even suggested
that we not even inform them that we had visited Burma.

It is suggested that these matters be borne in mind in further dealings
with the Burmese Government with reference to the armed forces or any military
assistance, at least initially.

Colonels Aung Gyi and Maung Maung informed me that they desired pro-
fessional assistance with the intelligence school as a separate project.

In reply to my inquiry regarding the type of project that was desired, I
was informed that it was to be solely an armed forces activity.

No commitments of any kind were made to any Burmese officials by members
of my group. In fact, we stressed the point that we were in Burma to familiar-

ize ourselves with the military situation, discuss requirements, and report on
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. Tecommendations to superior U. S, authorities.
A summary of the data required by Tab A is as follows:

8« The proposed expansion and reorganization of the Burmese forces
are ineluded in Tabs.D, X and P, '

be The present equipment status of Burmese forces is included in
Tabﬂ D. E' m‘d F L

¢+ The equipment deficiencies under the present organigation are
included in Tabs D, E ana ¥,

de The equipment desired by the Burmese and the purpose for which
it is desired are indicated in this memorandum and in Tabs D, B
and F,. . :

2+ The Burmese propose to acquire the equipment which has been listed
in Tebs D, E and F on a reimbursable basis, They desire that prices
of equipment be reduced and that token payments be arranged, if
posaible. It is also their desire that negotiatiens for payment be
hald from time to time and that when a payment is made the amount
paid be loaned back to the Burmese Government for gconomic or other
developmental purposes. (Note; The officials have some knowledge
of the U.8, arrangement with Laos. They suggested that their prop-
osition was & better one for the U.S. than the agresment that we
have with Laos and pointed out that in their case we would not have
to pay the persennel of the armed forces as they understood to be
the case in Laos.)

fo The Burma armed forces cannot be considered on the whole as a well
trained force. There does exist a nucleus of well trained and
experienced officers and enlisted men, Many of these officers have
graduated from foreign military schools and have had a considerable
amount of field and combat service. The Air Force has very limited
capabilities, mainly because of the lack of suitable equipment » Bain-
tenance facilities, and technical personnel, but does have a fairly
good nucleus of well trained and experienced pilots.

The Army also contains a hard core group of professional officers,
many of whom have graduated from foreign schools and have had a
considerable amount of field and combat experience fighting the
Japanese, British, Chinese and insurgents. The bulk of the Army was
organized in an emergency situation which permitted an aversge train-
ing time for new personnel of only 7 days before being sent into the
field against insurgents. As a rule, these units have acquitied them-
selves against the insurgents in a creditable manner but need a con-
siderable amount of training which cannot be undertaken until the
present internal situation improves to an axtent that will permit
withdrawal and assembling of ground units for this training,
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The Navy has very little capability becsuse of the lack of adequate
equipment, repair facilities, and trained personnel. This unit is
reported to have acquitted itself in a very satlsfactery manner,
particularly during river operations in suppert of ground forces.

The level of technical training is very lew, and efforts are being

made to improve this situation. Considering other small Asian countries,
it 4s thought that the Burmese naval officers, many of whom have had
foreign schooling, are above average.

The Burmese have a very sound eoncept for their school system for
training personnel but are seriously handicapped by the lack of
training aids and qualified instructors. They appeared to be doing
a satisfactory job on their own with their limited facilitlies. They
have done an excellent job with the facilities that are available
but realise the deficiencies which exist., It is planned te expand
the facilities and the scope of instruction and increase the number
of trainees if assistance is provided by the United States, and
U,8. instructors and technical assistants can be provided on a
contract basis.

A factor which may affect the situation to some extent, and which
may become more serious with the provision of equipment which has
been requested, is the lack of sufficient personnel within the
country who have a suitable levsel of education to absorb the neces-
sary training to qualify them to maintain and use many types of
modern equipment. It was impossible for us to arrive at any
definite conclusion as regards this important factor because of
the brevity of our visit.

RECOMMENDATIONS s

&

It is recommended that favorable consideration bs given to providing
military assistance on a reimbursable basis to the Burma Government
for the organisation of one division on an austere basis in accord-
ance with the plan outlined in Tab D at an early date and that equip-
ment for the second division included in that enclosure be provided
subsequently on an austere basis. It is our opinion that the Burmese
Army has sufficient qualified persomnel at the present time to profit-
ably utilisze the amount of equipment requested for the first division
and can develop a training base for utiliszation of equipment requested
for the second division within two years. »

It is recommended that faverable consideration be given to providing -
the aireraft with maintenance and training assistance that will be
required for adequate support of these two divisions.

It is recommended that favorable consideration be given to providing
such naval craft and facilities which may be required to support the
ground forces in operations ageinst the insurgent forces and conduct
limited coastal patrol.

12
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d. If favorable consideration is given to the provision of any
equipment or assistance to the Burmese Government, it is recommended
that it be delivered without delay and in sufficient amount to
capitalize on the psychological facter which would be involved
in this transaction. If assistance is to be given, it is believed
that early and substantial deliveries of equipment will be of prime
political significance,

Enclosures:
Tab A - Terms of Reference to
Gen, Eprskine for discussions _
with Burmese officials dtd
16 Oct 1957 G. B. ERSKINE
General, USMC (Ret)
Tab 3 - Burma Itinerary and
Comments

Tab C « Brief Summary Military
Situation, Burma -~ Army & Navy -
by USARMA, dtd 19 Mar 1957

Tab D - Report on Union of Burms
Army by LtCol G. M. Blencoe, USA
atd 5 Apr 1957 :

Tab & -~ Report on Union of Burma
4ir Porce by Col., Clifford Nash,
USAF, dtd 4 Apr 1957

Tab F -« Report on Union of Burma
Navy by Cdr J, B. Sprague, USK,
dtd 7 Mar 1957
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Beview of this docement by 14 has
ASSISTANT BECRETARY OF DEFENSE datermined thay
WABHINGHON 25, D, &, L1 63 tas no odjastion to dezlass
‘ 0 i eontsing infermoatien of gfa
Intarast that muet ramain
clessified 2t 3 g ]
Authority: LR 19.2

8 it contalns toihing of CIA Ing
TRTERNATIONAL BECURITY AFFAlls Date &LZ-‘.QL__ lavlewar| ; .25
heler toy  Iu16772/6 16 October 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR GANERAL ERSYINE
SUBJECT: Terms of Refsrence fop your Disoussions with Burmess Offiecials

It 18 requasted that you plan to prossed to Bumma to discuss an
undertaking of providing modest amounts of mllitary equivment and
tralming to the Govertment »f Burma during your tour of 3outheast Asid,
The Government of Burma has ot made an official reduest for a team to
visit Bums., Howaver, iv is anticipated that suech a request will be
recaived in the near Future and further instructions will be issued to
you on res=ipt of the Surmwse Pequest, probably while you are in Bangkok,
Your Terms of Heferenoe for these diucussions are as followss

For polisy guidance yuour attention is called to the sections concern-
ing Burme in NSO 5612/1, N&C 1290-d and general instructions in NSO 1550,
(FYI - It should be noted that the U.S, Government believes this is an
opportune time to maks & spesial sffort to meet Burness Governerit reguests
for assistance which might ronmtribute to the internal security of Burma.)

The primary purvose of discussions with authorized officlals of the
GUB is to ascertain GUB requirement,s and to determine Burmese requests
for specifia U,o, cooperation which might be met tirough the provision of
mwdest amounts of equipment am tratning over u period of the next few
Yeals,  as Lue peoview ui wlteiial SEOUrity wise involves police anu
immigration services, an attempt should bé mads to uevelinp inrormiation
oonosrning the requirements of these servises  nd to indicate a willingness
of the US. to entertain regussis vo assist these organizations,

Burmeas requests for U.3, assistance shnuld be evaluated and reeom-
mendations vrepared for U,o. agtion in response.

In discussions with Burnsse officials it should be kept in mind:
&, Bumma is presently eligible for reimbursable military aid,

bs The U, 8, is prepared to subsidise military assistance to
Burma (FYI - up to a total or 10 million dollars) over a period of several
years, The U, S, is breparea 4,0 asccepy. token rayment, deferred nayment,
and payment in loeal currency for sueh military assistance,

O¢ AL this stuge disvussions with the Burma Governmemt are ex-
ploratory and for the purpcse of developing recomendations, The U, S,

: - 1R000300160002-4
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should not he committed to any specific course of action at this time.

In conversation with Burmese officials it is desirable that you

a.
forces,

b,

Ce
d.
&,

t.

g

attempt to develop the following information:

Any proposed expansion and/or reorganization of Burmese

Present equipment status of Burmese forces,

Equipment, deficiencies under present organization,

Equipment desired by Burmese and purpose for which desired,

Method by which Burmese propose to acquire equipment.

Burmese training deﬁcfencies.

Burmese plans for rectifying training deficiencies,
C

Gordon Gray -

Assistant Secretary of Defense (1Is4)

el ]
c . '. 1
L VPRI
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BURMA TTINERARY AND COMMIINTS

27 uiyuary, PeMs = Brief visit to Naval iuckyard, short cruise on B
Yabtanslion ond bosaded UBS Mayu fee lunche ‘[he UBL Yatanabom is & very
moders 4zl vessel capable of making 36 imots. The hull end most of the
stiucture is alusinum, being o new iritish design. Its armment corsilsts
of two 2% pir dual mounted gue in turret forvaxd and two af't with tvwo

4O mas forwvard miwi two aft. IG appears to be an excellernt craft for the
inland waters and coastal patrols of Bums. The Burmess now have two of
thes - bosts with at least four more .. opder fyom Grest ¥ritain, Two
Iritishk techniclans ave on duty to familimrise the crews vith the vessels.

The .° inyu-1s an old frigate which appssrs to be useful for coastal
patrol und limited operations in the iower resches of the maiu rivers of
Burma, . .

28 Poorunty, “uMs = Vislted Burma My Force. Station, Mingalsdon, toured

The miviensnce facilities of the Commmications Squadron {cumposed of C-47,
Cessna 180 and 7ight Bell Helloopters) amd the Advanced Flying unit {composed
of ' Apitlich yaaolre Alrerafi,. Spacc parts are precticaliy non-cxlstent.
Sxco.lent hangar spece is avallsble. Adr machine gunnery and light rocket
oreciice 18 comducted alongside the wir steip with little regaxrd to safety
mrecontionss Officials reported the: 5o scoidents had occwrred as & result
of ..use praciiceBe A demuubirativu of acrobatics was given by a pilol in

an - : fourth-hand Spitfire. s light chariu and records of the operations
officen sppeared to be well kept amd well thought out.

Jac zroup was then adriified %o Burma Aly Foree Base, Hmswbi, where a
tour 0 i maintenance facilitice and uperaticas of the First Fighter
Bader Jgapdron was cumpleted. The ..usdron 1s equipped with cbsoleie
Brinish “oitfires and Seafires.

Jisised tho varatroop acho:sl ei dmewbi. This schocl has rethex Jimited

feod  llics whilch nave recenily beew comstructed. Training aids, including
& huwo tower wisw inclined cable, were well constructed and maintained. The
Schiu.l WaS reuiiuly orgBRiZcu LY WO yuusg Hurmese Aray officers who greduated
from Lthe couwss ab Fort Beaniig. A demonstration of wraiming tecaniques
wma givem. i wes fudlowed oy dropping two sbicka of paratroOpers.
fihough the Yacllitles are exirumely limited, the product of this phass
of purntrosp oraining seamed Lo we w.ceptionally well done. S8 the last

. stlcrz of croopers were approcching the ground, the demonstratlca sunouncer
sald, "Guatlemen: (0w &X® ACK Weitie.g the finest pwruircops in the world,”
Moralie wes high. Reports indicated that 36k studenis had been gualified by
the schil, with oaly two ing.sles, -ue a broken ankie, tae Jiher & sprained
leg. The trip tu and from [dngaladon Lo Beswbl was made by helicopter flowm
by Burmese pllots who appeared 1o leadle them well. It is plarned that six
battalions of infantry will be trelnsd as paratroops.

Vicited the Recruit Traloiug Deput and observed tinese troops performing
clone order érill and physical ecoreize. It was well conducted - Iribtish
atyle.

Y -Enciosure—3—
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Cbserved basic artillery & by recruits on 25 pdrs, 76 mm psck
howitasers (Yugoslav), 120 ms mortars (Yugosiav), and 4O mm Bofors antie-
aircraft guns. ALl of these exercises sppesred to be well conducted and
vith smrtuess. The battery of 4O mm Bofors is a recent acquisition from
;hn:dam Two Swedish officers on contract, in civilisn garb, were supervising

8 training.

1 March, AJM, « Arrived Mendalay. Visited supply center, This supply center
munmynmmmm The main supply base has been
recently constructed and consists mainly of ten new brick aad concrete
storehouses, spproximstely 100' x 300'. The storehouse area is vell laid
out and 1o nearing oompletion. Several of the bulldings are now being used
for storage of ammunition. Aljacent to the storchouse srea thare is located
a magazine vhich comsists of soms 30 budddings mostly constructed of concrete.
The general layout snd design indicated that they were probably designed with
Japenese engiucer assistance. A grest many of the buildings were not provided
with crbenkments, and there appesred to be a considersdble fire harard from
overgrown grass, although water lines and hydrants hed been provided throughe
out the area. I called this to the attentionm of my escorts who stated that
these facts were realiszed, but they had not been able to get ayound to
providing all of the precautions. This supply center at Mendalay is soon
to becose the main supply base for the Horthern Command. It will also be
the center for all ordnance sad trensportation repairs (third and fourth
echelon) of the Northern Command. I was informed that the base will be
fully operational within four wmonths of the date of my visii.

Pl ‘Mmbymm“w.

%-ﬂﬁtt@%ﬂﬂimmmm. This school trains
officers in a twowyear course. The cadets come from sources other
than the Military Acsdemy. Moager facilities existod but were nest, orderly
and well nm. Activities cbserved included physical training which consisted
of about one platoon undergoing various forms of physical training, including
Judo and bayonet fighting. The bayonet training was Jepanese atyle. The
students vere provided with the various maske, wooden rifles, etc., used by
the Japanese. Six sets of this special bayonet training equipment have been
for use by verious units of the Buma Armmy. Evidently a consideredle
anount of effort is devoted to all forms of physical training in order to
prepare these young officers for rigorous field duties.

The animal transport demonstration econsisted of a pack mule company
which vas handled by student officers, These students are required to spemd
at least two full days packing various types of equipment and supplies on
the trail during their course. The animals were small mules similar to
those used by the Marines in Ricaragua. The pack saddles had been
from India., All equipment was in excellent shape, except the leather vhich
had not been properly cared for. The demonstration wes carried cut in an
axcellent manner.

2
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. . The assault course demonstration. The assault group consisted of one
) ph%muhichﬁmodmradmdnmwhichhadhm»kiduumm
artillery and mortar fire. Live amamition was used. Numercus smoke grenades
were employed. The course was laid over very rugged terrain where vigibility
was difficult, The demonstration was carried out in an excellent manmer and
with a great deal of elan on the part of the participants. There appeaved to
be a laxity in safety precautions because the students advanced through the
mined field while the mines were being exploded. One student was too close

to one of the mines when it exploded and was blown about five feet in the air.
No notice was taken of him for the moment, but he was lster evacusted to the
hospital by ambulance. My inquiry the following day elicited the information
that he was not seriously hurt. They appeared to think he had been elightly
careless. Thies was an excellent demonstration.

Public speaking course. This class consisted of some 20 students in the
lecture hall, Hach student was required to give a 15 to 20 minute talk on a
subject of his own choice. While I was present, the first student spoke on
forestation and the woods of Burma. It was delivered in inglish and appropriste
displays were made., His performance was excellent. The next presentation,
which appeared to be rather extemporeneous, was a political speech delivered
by one of the stddents on call by the instructor. This talk was given in
Burmese which I did not understand, but I got the impression that he wasa
forceful and convincing speaker although a very young man. It was explained
to me that the Burwe Army considers it to be necessary that all officers be
able to speak publicly and to refute charges made by radical and Commmist
spsakers in the localities where these officers serve. It is the present plan
of the Burma Army to require its officers to make speeches to the yopulation
. in newly occupied areas which have been seized from insurgents and to do a better

Jot than the Communist speakers do. Colonel Aung Oyi, who accompanied me on
~this occasion, stated "We'll beat the Commmnistse by out-talking them if they
will not come out in the open and fight" and said this concept was the reason
for training all officers in public speaking.

Visited the Burma Klectrical and Meshanical Engineer (Northern Command)
Workehop. The workshops, according to British designation, correspond very
closely to our maintenance units. Thie workshop was a fairly complete organi-
gation which was housed in temporary buildings, mostly with thatched roofs and
woven bamboo walls. It was imuaculately clean and appeared to be well super-
vised and administered. We were briefed on the workshop organisation and
repair and inspection procedures. It is also & training school for repairmen
in the various branches. ,Thia workshop was responsible for repair of weapons
and motor transportation. /The tools available were extremely limited, The
main force consisted of civilimns who were experienced in their particular
lines. Student soldiers acted as assistants and received on-the~Jjob training.
In addition to on-the-jJob training, these students were also given a conmid-
erable amount of theoretical and classroom instruction. The whole concept of
training specialists in this work shop appeared to be very sounde. Zach student
was required to make his own set of tools which he would use in his assignment
as & technician after leaving the schood. A demonstration was given in the

3 .
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digmantling and reassesbling of a jeep. Six men participated in this demonstra-
tion. They disassembled and roassembled the jeep, including the removal of the
radiator and water therefrom, removal of wheels, body, steering wheel and other
d;t:;habl: igru from t’h;ncmuc, within a pericd of three minutes. The morale
o e on organisat sppeared to be very h. ZEveryone seemed to be
yroud of the work he was doing, he

Visited the Purma Army Engineer Regimental Depot. A briefing wvas given
covering the organisation of the training course followed by a demonstration
of a water crossing training exercise. This water crossing training exercise
wag held on & stall pond and was earried out in an excellent menner. Explo-
slve charges were laid in the pond and on the beach to represent artillery
fire. The tactical principles employed closely parallsled those for river
crossings in our own services. Canvas boate, some with outboard motors, were
used for moving the troops across the water after the exercise began, It was
an excellent exerciss which was carried out with a great deal of enthusiamm.
Here again, many safety precautions seemed to be disregarded with a result
that one of the planted charges blew one of the boats completely oub of the
water a few seconds after the troops had debarked. No casualties were
apparent however. A deponstration in asserbling a Balley Bridge was also
executed in & very satisfactory manner.

\w- Departed Maymyo for leho where we arrived at 0900. From Heho we

made & recreational tour to Inle lske via Yawnghwe, after which we arrived

at lalaw at 1500, From Kalaw I went to Aungban which is the station of a
mountain artillery unit. The mountain artillery unit put on a demonstration

of & pack battery going into mction. This unit was equipped with horses which
had been procured from Yugoslavia. The demonstration, including reconnaissance,
location of the battery, going into action, loading, laying, and simulated
firing, was carried out very closely to a school solution. The only incident
observed which varied from approved technique was that one of the pack horses

- became excited and bucked off his load. leturned to Kalaw at 1800,

4 Varch ~ Departed Kalaw for Lawksawk via Pindaya. The Defense Staff School
near Lawksawk was visited enroute. It is a small installation which the Gur-
mase hope to develop to be a counterpart of our Command and General Staff
Schwols Classes average about 30 students. Instrustors are probably fairly
well qualified, being graduates of various foreign military schools. There
is a great shortage of up-to-date instructiomal material and manals. U. Se
%:;.-mmlﬂ t:: desired. Contract instructors have also been requested from the
b €D

From the Defense Staff School we traveled by auto to Aungban where Y
hai previously observed the demonstration by the mountain artillery unit,
thence by Cessna plane to Lawksawk where I visited the installation of the
Defonse Services Acadesy (Military Academy). This installation is emall,
well laid out, and is provided with various classrooms and facilities on a
most austers basis. The barracks occupied by the cadets were immaculate
&kl wall kepte The cadets who were observed appsared to be well disciplined
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- &nd military in their appearance. My visits to the lecture hall, classrooms,
and physics and chemistry laboratories imdicsted a great scarcity of equipment,
particularly in the laboratories. ‘%he sohmol is headed by a civilian, bui the
mjority of instructors are cormissionad officers of the Ary. The instruction
which I observed was carried out in a very sstisfactory marmers.

The next stop was to observe the operation of the Burma Army Combat Forces
Schoole At this place I visited the various schools and cbserved the instruc-
tion belng carried out. Among those visited weres Armored Wing, which was
presoniing instruction on methods of attack by armored troopsy the Artillery
Wing, which was presenting technical ingtruction (pnnnelimsg the Artiliery
Wing (Signals Branch), which was conducting a class to familiarize students
with the techniques required for finding faults and capabilities of changing
valves; the Lady Officers! sourse, which consisted of some 12 lady coumissioned
officers who were undergoing close order drill; the compeny commanders?! course
which was conducting a terrain exercise; the coubined veterinary and remount
depot which has recently been constructed and stocked.

The purpose of the Remount Depot is to breed animals for the combat forces.
Approximately 100 mares have been prooured from Yugoslavia and appesr to Le a
ataunch breed for this particular purposs. he jacks were procured in varlous
localities, mainly Mexico. The installation is modern in every respect. The
sanitation and organisation of this depot appeared to be of an extraordinarily

(totes Several days before departing from Kalaw on this trip, I was
asked whether I preferred to go to Lawksamk by plane instead of automobile.
It was pointed out at the time that thie roads were difficult and the trip
would te time-consuming by car. I stated that I would prefer to go by air if
it were possible., Upon leaving kalaw on the morning of the Lth, we procecded
to Aungban (Mountain Artillery Unit) where four Cessna planes were parked.
Upon arrival there I remaried that I did not see the air strip which was
located alongelide the artillery encampment during sy previous visit for the
dexonstration and wondered why I had been such a poor observer. Col. Aung
Gyi and others proudly stated that the air strip was not there three days ago
and informsd me that it had been built for sy convenience during the last two
dayse The strip was far from ideal, iui it did serve the purpose.)

The Lawksawk ares constitutes a coubat training area for the Army. The
area now available is about 13 miles square and contains varied terrain which
appeared to be sultable for almost any type of tactical treining except
amphiocious and cold weather training, Howsver, amphibious training can be
conducted in the Inle Lake area which is nearby, and cold weather training
can be conducted in the Himalayan Mountain area sore distance eway. This
training ares appeared to be suitable in every way for modern training and
sufficient for the forces available. However, I was informed that another
large tract of land which is adjacent ¢c the area is now being surveyed as a
preliminary to being taken over by the govermment as an extension of the present
area.

5 Yarch - Observed a live firing demonstration of an advance guard battalion
reinforced by a battery of pack howitsers, a battery of 120 mm Yugoslav
wortars, and a platoon of tanks. This advance guard battalion encountered
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hostile resistance in a delaying action of the sereen of the retreating enemy.
. The infantry deployed; the artillery and mortars went into action; the tanks

Ganme forward; followed by infamtry, The troops approached within at least

300 yards of the artillery concentrations before the fire was lifted to sub-

sequent. targets. live ammunition was used throughout the demonstration, The

tank-infantry teams functioned excellently, The coordination of fire and

mOvercnt was of the first quality. This was an impressive demonstration

wherein the Burmese demonstrated thetw belief in artillery fire by the in-

tengity and severity of the eoncentration, It was well done, and I was

irrressed with the smoothness with whioh the demonstration was conducted,

5?‘""3”:"";"1“ any cother Aeian army unit can put on a better demonstration

an this one, - : .

Peparted the demonstration area near Lawksawk for Taunggyi which is to
be the new headquarters of the Pourth Burma Brigade. This unit headquartcrs
will displace to Taunggyl within six months. A small garrison is now ocoupy-
ing austere quarters but seems to be doing a good job with the fae{lities
that are available. A display of the various rations available to Burmese
troops was given at this command. The various components of the ration
appeared to be suitable to the Burmese but most of the components would not
be acceptable, except in an emergency, Ly the United States soldier. The
various packs which had been designed for these different rations wnder
various conditions of service indicated that much thought had gone into
this pmjﬂct. .

§ !arch - Departed Taunggyl for Heho by autorobile, Departed Heho by air
for Meiktela., Meiktela is the training center for the Burma Air Force,
Separale discussion is included in the Adr section of thie report covering
this Lase. Although there are limited facilities, the organigation and
conduct of the schools at this place secmed to be very well carried out.
Departed Meiktela for Rangoon. '

7 March, &AM, -~ Visited Burma Army Ordnance Workshop (ordnance plant) in
Rangoons This workshop is equipped wit! a miscellaneous variety of equip-

ment from several countries and is producliig § mm. ammunition and very light
automatic weapons ("grease guns"), TDetails of our visit to this installation
and production records are included in the Army section of this report. Plaas
provide for expansion of this effort for the production of 303 rifle ammmition
and artillery and mortar yrojectiles,

P.M, - Final talks with Gensral Ne Win and menbers of the staffs of
the armed services. ~

g Yarch - Visited the Armed Forces Intelligence School. A briefing was given
by the Staff on organization and operations of the Armed Forces Intelligence
Syster and the school, A very limited amount of equipment and training aids
were available, The building was suitable but in need of many rspairs.
Assistance in the conduct of this school is desired. See basic memorandus
for adaitional information, ‘

Farewell call made on the Honorabls Prime Minieter (U Nu) who invited
e Lo return as soon as possible. '

Lunched with the Honorable Minister of Lefense who expressed his earncst
hope that arrangements could be made for military and technical assistance
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from the nited States.
Lepartad Rangoon 2145 via Pan American Alrways.

Approved For Release 2003/1 0/0% : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300160002-4




-
PPN 07 i 200380/07. :-CIA-RDP8OR0173 00300160001.M£!
e N ApprovedfFor‘ ease 200 gE@?&“? &h “’ ]
\ \ L yoand

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

26 April 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ALLEN DULLES

I am transmitting herewith for your information
an amendment to the report which I submitted on my K‘

visit torBurmg.upder the date of 15 April 1957.

« ERS
General, U

Ret)

Assistant to the Secretary of Defe
(Special Operations)

Enclosure as stated
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REMURANDUS FUR TilY DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFLNGL
Vit ASSISTANT SECRETARY & LoF £45€ (INTERRATIUNAL
SZOURITY AFFALRS)
HE CRAIRMAN, JUINT CuloFs oF STAFE

SWIelT:  Durma Trip Report

Kb ERSAGE:  Smme Swbject to the Secretary of Lefense from Gemeral
srskine dated 15 april 1957

i coaterred with the iionorable U Lia 5w, Winister of Uelense
of Lurma, to clariiy eortain poiats pertaiming to my visit to Burma
and cuaversations with represeatatives of the Lurma Armed Foxces,
sesulis uf owr conversatiums wore as follows:

(a) Gepreseatstives of the Armed Forces while in Burua fasigted
that meuat;‘cm matters to be takea wp for elawification in
cuaneciion with the provision of sssistamce to the Burua drmed Furees
shunld be thre Lhe tiache at Ramgoeos, amd wet through foreiga
vifics chamnulg. U Bs Swe stated that Re kaew that this wes the
désixe of certaia oificisls of the armed Forces but that he aad con-
sidered the matter seriously. ie mow desires that cosmaaications
veyardiag all these mettars be conducted by the spprepriate U, 5.
oificial is washingtoa through vuy Asbassador is Buzma and the hurma
Foreign Uliice, &atters which sre to be takea up locally may be
passed to the Lurme Asbassador or iilitsry Attache im Washington, as
appropriate. This comstitutes @ reversal of the procedure gives to

me by the Armed Forces oifieials im Rangoom,

(&) I brosght upathe mattey reyerdimg assistasce 1o the police
 (1290d program) aad suggested that possible assistance sould be
given at an early time through funds availsble which ave not carmarked
for military essistamce, 7The Homorable U Ba Swe sald that hw felt
that ke shoald tell me mow that the ilome Minister dad requested him
10 pernit pelice officials to coafer with me duri visit at

Rasgoos and that he, as Pri aister ot time, dissppFoved this
Tequast, Uc I4lf thou and sow that this wes @ meiter for ursa
Goverameat to hamdle withia thelr owms uutrz. te slso stated that

o AT

the Armed Forees of Curma constitutes the main lew enforcomeat ageacy
{3 Thal couary uBd that ©hé police cperate uader the Armed Forges
when e¢ngaged ia law enfovrevment. He t responsibility
oi the Armed Forges to sec ihat the police operating umder thelr

<557

R E
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eoutrol arc pruperly e ui sed for the duties assigned
To thew wiile under .irwed Foreos eestyol, 1t uus yuite evident
shet he does not dusire asy isdependent discussions or megetiatfung
pi;k_iha_pnlie&. he firmly stated also that gay instructors that
way be vequired by the polic: showld be pwovided through the agpgg
Kurces 1f the <rued rorces Jccided that Such RSLrWCLors ware
Yeyuirved,

{ci 1 iaformed hilm thst buiuuvl Auy Gyl and Celonel Maunj

dauny had inforwed we Liat they deyired sssisiamce fox their iantelli-
yemee sCuv:i as a separatc Armed Forees project., He_concurred in the
view o7 these officers but giated that this project was only 3 part
uf the over-ull project tu sssist the Armed Forces to become stronger
add that the iirst prierity wust be givea to stremgtheniay ihs Armed
Forces, waluly the Av@y aud AIr Foree, 1o desixes thet ihls pruject
be undertaken sinultauecusly witi the over-all plan ic improve the
sltuation of the srwed Forces,

(¢} while I was im biurma, the Agwed rorees gtaff cificoxs werc
ingistent that imstructors and tecinical persompat eirioh may e proe
vided | be_on a cunirach uasis and that each individual sign a separaie
‘cuntract with the uurwa covernment. They also stated that thess
persunnul would receive instruetfoas directly trom the depariment
dader which they would werk, 7 ire any coordinating.
clouents from the United states, The lonorable U Ba dwe statud tust
he understood this problem and the desires of wis stafi uificers,
ile further staicd that it would be neeassary for ¢ach iudividual to
sign a separate contract with his yoverument im order tv maiatain tue
outuard uppearance ui nun-alligmment, but he did ayres tu uver=all.

supervisivn by personucl attaclicu to tae pDefense Mipisiry, ui a séparate

contract with the govermment, ¢ coopdimate and supervise ull of the
personnel that may be pryvided Dy arrvsagement with the united States,
tic alsc zxpleined toat tie utgaaiaati@n desired shouxu b s;m5;gzﬂgl
pur Mdaus bul with a lesser aumbet o
individual on a separaie coutlraot, In o urder 10 enable his yovermaent
tv wgintain the Jietiow ui nrot having any attachment tu the uniied
States,

The donerable U be bwe does nut mow have derinite plaus svcuuse
vi the ancertainvy of tie lemgih of time that will be xequired fur
completion of wedieal ixeatsent ic is new receiving in Bosiua, bul

, stated that he desired 1o have b cpportunity to meei the seniur
valicials of our goverauweat, visit varicus minimg projecis iam liw

nited States and certain military urianizations, He speciilcally
stated thut he desired to visit the airborne units at Furt Lragy,
cbserve the operativns irom am aircrafi carvier, visit a Nike
installativa in the mear viciaiiy of Washingtuu, the Naval acedenty,
possibly tiec wmilitary Acedesy and such vther militsry imstallaiiens
as we fcel e should see in ovrder 1o brosdes iis outlook un wilitary
afiairs. e also stated that he would give us @ sugyested itimrary
through the Lurma Miltary Attsche at an early date,
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~ ‘ ; f this date, Lt is
The foreguing medifies relesonce (&) &3 o ate, -3
aecudingly r:quaswd that coples of this memorandua be amac;;).’.ﬁ tu
foieruite &ay and be considered as aa amendment to Qat @orpumnt.

4 S e
& -
R
50 ‘ -
L £ i )
¢ s A v
7 :
//; CZ R - v )
6. B, RHKIAL

General, Wik (Ret)

N L2

|3 SN

P St

e

"; N ‘.““s = v“
oo s

Approved For Release 2003/10/07 : GIA-RDP80R01731R000300160002-4




FE - 2538

AS

UNCLASSIFIED | IDENTIAL | | SECREPY/

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
* OFFICIAL ROUTIN(?/ SLIP  25X1

NAME AND ADDRESS N iniTiaLs | paTE

Vi
('FE Division

25X1 L/ éf

4

: P
1 A
ACTIOﬁ ’ DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE' RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

Believe you received our copy of the

original report of General Erskine's to vwhich
this is an amendment.

J

g

5‘3"‘6&’,&5\; ) C:Wpagw‘

ro

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

" FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE
F— =
Asgistant to the Director 30-Ape.5

d Flor RE{dass

FORM NO. 037 Replaces Form 30-4 («
t APR 55 which may be used. ¥ U.S.GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1955— 0342531

4




TOP SECRET '
L e - Approved Fo‘lease 2003/10/07 : CIA- RDP80R0171.)00300160002-4

SIGNATURE RECORD AND COVER SHEET

. B s

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION REGISTRY
SOURCE C1A CONTROL NO.
G.B.Brskine, isst. Secry} Defense
DOC. NO. DATE DOCUMENT RECEIVED
DOC. DATE . ' . 2&_&&2&3_51____,_.
COPY NO. #1 &@ LOGGED BY
NUMBER OF PAGES 1 | 2‘
NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS
13 pg. rept. of trib & Thha A&B

ATTENTION: This form will be placed on top of and attached to each Top Secret document received by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency or classified Top Secret within the CIA and will remain attached to the document until such time as it

is downgraded, destroyed, or transmitted outside of CIA. Access to Top Secret matter is limited to Top Secret Control
personnel and those irdividuals whose official duties relate to the matter. Top Secret Control Officers who receive
and/or release the attached Top Secret material will sign this form and indicate period of «custody in the left-hand
columns provided. Each individual who sees the Top Secret document will sign and indicate the date of handling in the
right-hand columns
REFERRED TO RECEIVED RELEASED SEEN BY

OFFICE S1GNATURE DATE TIME DATE TIME S1GNATURE AND OFFICE DATE

2.
® %7 e
ggaﬂﬂbv
-5 Ce

EL

NOTICE OF DETACHMENT: When this form is detached from Top Secret material it shall be completed in the appropriate
spaces below and transmitted to Central Top Secret Control for record.

DOWNGRADED DESTROYED DISPATCHED (OUTSIDE CIA)
TO BY (Signature) TO
BY (Signature) WITNESSED BY (Signature) BY (Signature)
DATE DATE OFFICE DATE
Approved For Reﬂease 2003/10/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000300160002-4

ToirRNgs 26 USE PREVIOUS EDITIONS. TOP SECRET (40)




. , ‘ TOP_SECRET
Approved Fo.elease 2003/10/07 : CIA-RDP80R017 #R000300160002-4

SIGNATURE RECORD AND COVER SHEET

-
- Ry

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION

REGISTRY
SOURCE CIA CONTROL NO.
Ge ZeErskine, Asst. Secry} Defense 161,108
PoC. NO. DATE DOCUMENT RECEIVED

poc. pATE 16 Apre57
CoPY No.m 2

NUMBER OF PAGES ]
NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS

3 pg. rept. of trib & T|bs A & B

2l April, 57

ATTENTION: This form will be placed on top of and attached to each Top Secret document received by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency or classified Top Secret within the CIA and will remain attached to the document until such time as it
is downgraded, destroyed, or transmitted outside of CIA. Access to

Top Secret matter is limited to Top Secret Control
personnel and those individuals whose official duties relate to the matter. Top Secret Control Officers who receive

and/or release the attached Top Secret material will sign this form and indicate period of custody in the left-hand

columns provided. Each individual who sees the Top Secret document will sign and indicate the date of handling in the
right-hand columns.

REFERRED TO RECEIVED RELEASED SEEN BY

OFFI|CE SIGNATURE DATE TIME DATE TIME

! %%7 {7

SIGNATURE AND OFFICE DATE

ER
eas
,dchgé%s
£

st
(2]
=z

Ju
1988

25X1

NOTICE OF DETACHMENT: When this form is detached from Top Secret material

it shall be completed in the appropriate
spaces below and transmitted to Central Top Secret Control for record.

DOWNGRADED DESTROYED DISPATCHED (OUTSIDE CIA)
TO BY (Signature) TO
BY (Signature) WITNESSED BY (Signature) BY (Signature)
DATE DATE OFFICE DATE
ase 2003/10/07 : CIA-RDP80R01¥Y31R000300160002-4

TO::RNZ'S 26 use Previous EpiITioNS. TOP SECRET

{40)




