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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS CITY
KaNnsas CITY, MISSOQURI
OFFICE OF October 18, 1954

THE PRESIDENT

Dear Mr. Dulles:

The University of Kansas City is very much
interested in establishing a Russian Center, as
described in the attached Prospectus.

I have been informed that the Central In-
telligence Agency might be interested in such a
project. If so, would you kindly let me know
under what circumstances.

Sincerely yours,

i

i_\___
Earl J/ McGrath
President

Mr. Allen Dulles
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C,
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PHOSZLITHE CACEGIING A RaSSian SIuLns ChETHEK

This proposai concerns the development at the iniversity of
{ansas City of a Russian Studies Jenter to stimulate ard ald the study
oi all aspects of Hussian society ia high schools, eollszes snd univer-
sities, and adult organizations. While certain phases ol tne Cantar's
work nay be directed primarily at skimulating and servicing the study
of the U.S.8.H. by Hid-West institutions and organisatione, other nhases
-~=gucit a8 the developmant oi study anits for high schools--can be: directed
at wider, perhaps national, institutions and groups.

in emotional auprosch to Joviet society is danverous. Ouldy

scholarly and comprehensive knowledge (based on primary sources; of
vne varied sspecta of Soviet life and policies can provide a strung
foundati n for wise decisions. Although a {ew ceniers ol Ruseian studies
exist, they are mainly in tne tast. ‘loreovor, they are dedicabxi almost
exclusively to resesrch or ascademic training witivin the universities.
And yet, it is precisely in the ideWest that the need for widespread,
anbiased rnowledge is the greatest,

In fulfilline its tasks, the Center would deveion such sctivities
as the followings

1. The education oi adelis in tie area of Russian Studi:-s tirowzht

wwwwcooperation with adult education azencies (such as We Upcater
{ansas City Adult Education Association and the Amsrican Foundation for
#olitical Bducation) in the develepment of prosrams, in oroviding: consuliae
tive and l=a‘ership services, and in training adult discussion l-aders.

, ~—w-grganizing lectures, institutes, coni=rences and nom-credit
CourBEes,

--ewd@velopin;; materials for the mass media (cezey Tadio propgrans,
newspuper srticles).

2, The education ol high school students in tiie area of hussian
Studies throughs

-»-—devalaping end providing study and ressurce units, materials,
i bibliosraphies.

e rOVId e consuitative and othar 5@1‘%3@3 for school sysiens,
~—wegtimilation of and appropriate cooperation with highor educa-
tional institutions wiich train hizh school teachers. (ur own Sehool of
fducation is already aking some steps in this direction.)
mwwegtalysis of current nlgh school textmﬁa
pgs e
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3. ihe educatisn f college students in the srea of Russian
whudies throught :

——==condueting and publishing the results of researah, particne
larly iz {ields and topics whileh are not the obiect of exisbing ceasearch.

meee@Xparidig dusgian otudies in our own general educntion proe
pras and In t6e various Divisions and Schools of the tniversity,and stim-
uiating dussian Studies at other higher educai.ional institutions.

wewecontrlbuting Yo the adusation of ucholars in the field of
Hussian Studies,

e ‘ailntaining a rescarch ard service liovrary and a matsrials
center {maps, films, fugitive material, diasrrams, ete). Ths colloctien
will place special stress on foreign publicationseeiussian, Chinese, other
Iron Jurtain countries,; and “estern Furopean countries.

5o vupilying information gorcerning riiferent aspects of Soviet
life (agriculiure, technology, medicine, industry, art, literatese, etc.)
to institutins and .ers:ns naving an interest in some special scoa or
problam,

6. Publishing a rnussian Digest consisting of translatiens and
sumparias of, or extracts from, important artieles, doouments ari hooks
in all arcas of Russian Studies. Tn.s Npest will contribute te the ful-
fillme:t of the aims liatsd above,

_ The initial fagulty and staff might ire ude about six semnlars

wiio would, taken together, cover the areas of Lansuage and literature, sa.-nue,
pol:tics, economlce, sociology and anthropology, phil-uophy, amd cultural
ingtitutions, A head librarlan would be needed, In sddition, 15 would he
degirasle b have a number of scholarsnins and fellowshins available ts
promoee btne training of specialists in the seversl areas of Sowvist Studios,
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