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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE,
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
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1. One of the missions of the AVH (Allamvedelmi Hatésg - State Sesurity Authority)

is.to secure and control the borders of the Hungarian Pecple's Republic against
enemies of the State, employing passport czontrol and all other measures that
this duty implies, and to defend the country against armed assault on the borders,
|| The responsibility for this mission is exersised by Division IV(Foeosztfly)

~of the AVH, which is = direetly zysponsible fer the organization and maintenance

of the Border .Guards (Hatfroerség), including the eollection of tactical intell-

igence relative to the completion of its assigned mission, The personnel 50X1-HUM
strength of Division IV is estimated at 8,000 ts 9,000, (2) Although Major I
General L4szld PIRS, Commanding General of the AVH and former Commander of

Division IV  continued nominally in cormand cf Division IV even after he was

olevated to his present position following removel of Gébor P}fTERg Lt, Cel,

Jénos SZALVA, previously PIROS' Ghief of Staff, sssumed active command as a

result of the personmel changes caused by the Janaary 1953 purge. In addition

to a Commander, Division IV is provided with a Chief of Staff, a Soviet Advissr

" and AVH Interpreter, and presumably with a Secretariat, (3) 50X1-HUM
/ér‘”
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3. Division IV is a military organization, patterned on the Hungarian Army although
totally independent of the Army, and thus has the usual pyramidal, nilitary = -
command structure common to all military services, Although the lower grades of
NCO's and énlisted personnel are Army draftees who are assigned to Divigion TV
at “induction, the officers and higher grades of NGO's are caréer AVH meh, (4)
The following sections (osztdly) are known to exist within the striucture of -
Division IV, beside those elements of a purely military nature; this listing is
not necessarily complete: ‘ o .

a, Counter-intelligence Section - Tactical intelligence of the border dreas
o : for the purpose of insuring their security |
against illegal entry or exit. o
b, Military Operations Section ‘= Direction of and planning border control dnd
. : - security, -
-4 ¢, Political Section. - Political indoctrination and education of
: : i the officers and men, o
d. - Personnel Section - =%adering®and the handling of related per-
- B sonnel matters, . . .

o. Registry Section . ~°~ = Mainténance of Division IV Agent and.
o . " General Operational Registry. -

f. Supply Section T - Distribution of all materiel, suppiie's,'_
P . -ge “and funds, . . S g

b The -Counter-intelligence Section (Felderit Oszt{ly ) has the primary. duty of
controlling the illegal border crosser movement by anticipating that movement
through -the detection of the channels used and thé individuals involvedi.<(5)
Its activities are legally limited to the immediate -border areas, although it «
does-not -always restriect its operations to the border areas and thus frequéently
¢omes-into confliet with Division VIIT (Positive Intelligence Operations) over
operations .involving illegal border crosser§'entering Hunga¥y from the West.
This section has three sub-sections (alosztaly), and maintains CI detachments,
numbering from five to twenty men dependent upon such factors as topography .
and incidence of illegal crossings, located within the installations of most ' "
of the Border Guerd Troop Detachments. (6) Members of the Counter-intelli-
génce Section may-wear civilian clothes.or Border Guard uniforms, &lthough the
former are usually preferred. The section is composed of the following sub-
sectionsgs

4, Western Border Area Sub-section

b, Southern Bordéer Area Sub-section

. : . ‘ 50X1-HUM
¢. :Adjecent "Pegpl'e_"s Democracies" Sub-section
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5. The control of illegal border—crossing is accomplished through CI ‘Section 50X1-HUM
récruitment of informer nets (h€lok) composed of indigencus residefits on
both sidés of the border, to a depth of 10 to 15 kilometers, | |

6. Whenever an illegal border—crosser is apprehended by Division IV personnel,
he is held by the CI Section and interrogated for about 24 hours, The CI
Section is not concerned with the potential espionage or sabotage aspécts
inherent either in the illegal crosser's trip or in the detection of border-
area residents assisting illegal border—crossers, nor actually in their
apprehension; these are the responsibilities of the Division I personnel in
the local Provineial Department, The CI Section interrogation is designed
solely to enable the Border Guards to anticipate and thwart future illegal
crossings through the same channels, and thus it is limited to determining
such questions as the method,route, and place of crossing; assistance given
to the illegal crosser, his purpose in crossing. Following the CI Section
interrogation, thé illegal borderwcrosser is handed over to the loeal Provinecial
Department, where he is interrogated by the Division VI (Investigation,‘ln—
terrogation, Arrest,and Prison Maintenance) personnel-in Section 6 of the
Department, after which he will be turned over to personnel of Division I or
Divisien VIIT for exploitation, or simply jailed by Division VI as the case
requires, . . '

7. The Military Operations Section (Hadmueveleti Osztély) is responsible for
- planning and directing the control and security of the Hungarian bordérs,
Tneluded in the execution of this mission is the assigninent of additional’
Border Guard troops to those areas where an increase in illegal border cross-
ing or other illegal activity in border areas required them, and the laying
- end maintenance of physical border obstacles such as barbed wire, flares,
mines, and plowed strips. ’ 50X1-HUM
8, The Political Section is responsible for the indoctrination and education of
the officers and men of the Border Guard, and is presumed not to différ '
radically, if at all, from the organization of similar units throughout the
rest of the military serviees, oo
9. The Personnel Ssction is primarily responsible for*adering®Division IV
pergonnel, and also for related personnel matters, (10) The mémbers of this
section are Division IV personnel, rather than Division V personnel, although
this section is under the direction of Division V, ‘

10, The Registry -Sect.jion ‘and its organization are completely unknowm, beyond the

.
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fect that it éxists, and that in a manner similar to Division VIII, ini’sion Iv
naintains its own.B.‘qg:is‘bz‘y distinet from the AVH Registry, Division LZF'II/B.

1, The Supply Section (Gazdasa’gi) performs the quartermaster function for Pivistem.
. TV, but also has the added respongibility of handling Divisién IV finances.

The Supply Section has a Procurement and Liaison Team assigned to Division VII
(Supply, Administrative Support, Housing) from which the Team obtains the’
nécessary materiel, supplies,and f‘uﬁda,_- for the distribution of which this
saction is responsible, c '

12, Until approximately 1948, the Hungarian borders were manned by police known as
.  the Border Police (Hatér Rendoerség), who wore the same uniform as the civil
police. The 1948 recrganization of the then AVO, resulting in many changés
including one involving the change in title to AVH, led to the formation of the
AVH Border Guards in late 1948 or early 1949, presumably by absorbing the -
majority of the former Border Police. During the transformation périsd; which
. lasted until the fall of 1949, the Border Guards were titled the Bopder,’River,
"and Air Patrol (literally Surveillance) (Hatér Folyam &s Légi RendeéietS, " "The
" brown uniform was adopted in the summer or fall of 1949; éand Divisiocn IV of the -
AVH was then established in its present form in the fall of 1949, Its full .
official titleﬁas been since then the State Security (Defense) Border Guard
High Commend (Allamvédelmi Hatarcerség Foeparancsnokség). ,
!
13. The exact Border Guard troop disposition is unknown, although by the nature of
their function they are necessarily stationed in the border areas.,:  The -~ 50X1-HUM
following is a list of the locations where elements of the Border Guérd are ]
known to be established, and where possible the subordinate units are giveny
an _effort has also been made to indicate the size of the unit where possible:

T

Szeged _ o - - there are . 50X1-HUM
Szoereg two battalions Stationed at Szeged.
Kuebekhdza » The Szeged Border Guard Barracks
Gyala (on the Belgradi Mue ut, are located on Nagykderut bgtween
s ‘close to ‘the border) Kaelvaria ut and Szentharomsag ut,
Morahalom . A in the former "Hirddos" Bairdcks.
Varostanya (about 2 km. outside . Each of the subordirnate detach-

' ' ‘of ‘the toim in ments has a strength of at least™
Bokortanya,) one platoon (36 men); 86mé of them
Kelebia (about 200 meters from may be of greater strength. ‘
‘ the railroad station) " 50X1-HUM

Szombathely - | |there are two
Pornoapati (on the main road = =  battalions stationed at Szombathely, -

" 1in a two-story . located in three to Four-story.
building) ' buildings next to the héspital, | |-

" the 'orie. knoih
sub-detachment strength is one 50X1-HUM
i platoons ’

50X1-HUM
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Kiskunhalas - Kiskunhalas is a regiénal or
_ there is a regiment
B _ stationed there, 50X1-HUM'
Soprot ' -
~ Bubertus - Sopron probably (sic) has gt least

‘a battalion, which is houséd in five
or six three-story buildir}gs.

Csorna - Csorna has a unit of unknown
' strength; it may be (sic) & bat-"
talion, The quarters aré outside
- of the toun on the road to.Sopron
_ in a three-story building,*

Szob - Szob has a unit of unknown gtrength;
' it may be (sic) a battalion, It is
stationed in a former school on the

main gtreet of the town,

Vamosmikola - Vdmosmikola has a unit of unknown
strength, which is quartered in an
old castle.

Pdes : - - no details known
Zalaegerszeg ‘ -~ no details known
Gyoer - no details known
_ Balagsgyarmat. . - no details _imown _ _
14, The exact limif,s of the border zones is unknown, but they are estimated at

approximately 15 kilometers along both the Austrian and Yugoslav borders, The
southern, Yugoslav border is more strongly guarded than is the western, Austrian
border. The greatest concentration of guard troops is between Baja and SZeged,
where there are no river or:other natural obstacles., On thé western border,
there is a known border-gone pass (hatfrsiv igazolvény) check péint on the rail
line north-west from Gyoer to Hegyeshalom, probably east of Mosonmagyardvdr,
and another between Kapuvdr and Ferceszentmiklos on the highway and rail line
leading west from Gyoer to.Sopron. |  [On the southern border; theré is a  50X1-HUM
known road barrier and chéck point on the highway leading due south from Baja
toward Nagybaracska, two-thirds km.south of Baja, and there is arother Tofi the
Baja to Szeged highway just west of Csalvoly; still another is kmown between
Tompa and Kiskunhalas on the north-south highway lying about halfway bétween
Baja and Szeged. 'The Czech border is lightly guarded. Only if ‘& person appears
t0 be heading directly for the border is he likely to be challenged for a

- document check by these guards,
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15, Border-zone passes are issued by the local police upén personal application;
' the AVH has no part in it, although Division IV is solely responsiblé for the

documentation control throughout the border zones, A temporary border—zZone pass
is issued by the police in the inland city of origin for the borderw-sone city .
of destination explicitly. |:| The temporary pass is hondred by thé bordéef— 50X1-HUM
zone authorities inasmuch as possession of it is a guarantee attesting to the
political reliability .of the bearer by his local police, Ordinarily any business,
family, or personal reason is sufficient justification, so long as thé Trequestor .
does not belong to a politically unreliable classification, ~(14) Pérmanemt ~ =
border—zone residence is acquired through personal application to the lécal police
of, the border city invealved, on the authority of a temporary border pass issued
by. the:police of the inland eity of origin (who, as noted, necessatily have ‘
passed-on the individual's reliability in order to have issued the pas$, and to
some .degree on the justification for the change of residence). “Sufficient jus-
tification must. also be presented to the border—zoné city police &t the time of
application; a particularly valid reason would be new employment which was to the
advantage of the government, especially from the national security point of view.
(15) Such a justification as the requestor's desire to move near his family might .
or, might . not be favorably accepted, depending on meny factors including the.
family's reliability, family conditions, and similar issues, Although acceptable
justification is variable in each individual case, persons with the stigma of ~ -
having been Kulaks, formér SS and army officers, or "reactionaries", 411 of whom -
have been vigorously removed as permanent residents to inland sites, would naturally:
never be able to provide justification which would be acceptable even to permit
them to obtain a temporary pass,

B

50X1-HUM
(2) ‘ v TCément::,A — "és‘timateaD overall AVH stre"‘z‘i"gth}é:t about, ,
20,000;in ;addition "to ‘the 8,000 to 9,000 assigned to the Border Guards, there
are approxifiately 6,000 engaged in intelligence collection and support (Division
VIII,III, VII and Unit X/3, presumably), and about 5,000 in internal security
(Divisions I, 11, V, VI, IX and X, presumably),
(3) Comment: Tt is likely a Soviet Adviser is assigned to the varicus lower 50X1-HUM
echelons of Division IV, especially to the Counter-intelligence Section; this

isy however, an assumption, not substantiated by specifie knowledge.

(%) ‘Comment: An AVH officer sits on the induction board, which éash fall, SO0X1-HUM
during the draft 'period of two to three weeks, determines each ‘indictéé?s Future
‘assignment as to branch of service, It is at this time that the new enlisted ~
personhel for the Military Divisions IV and IX are chosen, The exaét procedire
which determines that a specific inductee is to be assignéd to Divisisn IV is-
unknown, but the major criterion in selecting a draftee for service in the
Border Guards is believed to be his political reliability and background.

L]

SECRET/CONTROL - U, S. |:|OFFIC_IALS ONLY 50X1-HUM

~ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/07 : CIA-RDP8OSO1540ROO5900010013-8 ﬁ



' Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/07 : CIA-RDP80S01540R005900010013-8

.." SECRET/CONTROL - U, S, OFFICIALS ONLY 50X1-HUM
- R 50X1-HUM
(5) Comment: The internal seeurjty of Division IV, hows¥rfis'the = 50X1-HUM
responsibility of Division II (Milftary Cotmtér-intelligc_ence); :
(6) Comment: The following CI Detachments are known‘ ‘ 4 50X1-HUM
Csorna - 50X1-HUM
Sopron ‘
Szob
Szombathely

Comment: The Border Guard command lines are totally indepéndérit of all 50X1-HUM
other AVH channels, The troop detachments, and all specialized pérsofnel of |
Division IV attached to these detachments, are physieally separate from the
Provincial Departments, maintaining their own offices and quarters, They also
only report to and receive orders from their own Headquarters Division, and
aré in no way subject to the command of the Provincial Department chiefs,

Close liaison 'is normally maintained between the two, however, . 90X1-HUM
{10) .Conment s ‘ a L
ersonnel Section [must exiat here,.afid in the

.othgr Military Divisions of the AVH, eince™kadering’ is an essential for all
other AVH career personnel, The presence of a special section to handle

Divieion V matters would be justified on the grounds of the .size Mili-
‘ tary Divisions, and thelir somewhat different funoctional nature. 50X1-HUM
!
SECRET/CONTROL = U, S, OFFICIALS ONLY 50X1-HUM

~_ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/07 : CIA-RDP80S01540R005900010013-8 N



Declassmed in Part Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/07 : CIA-RDP80S01540R005900010013-8 '
e 5 1. " SECRET/CONTROL ~ U. §. OFFICIALS ONLY 50X1-HUM
" 50X1-HUM

L

e

(14) ‘ ‘Comment" If business is given, the applicant would have a statement
from his employer indicating his destination and duration of stay., In the
case of frequent travellers, the applicant may have a more or less permanent
statement from his employer; truck drivers have trip tickets issued by their
dispatchers, It is unknown whether these trip tickets are revalidated or re-
1issuved for each trip, T

(15) Comment: The documentation procedures for a change of residence in-
' volving a move into a border zone appear to be normal in all other respects, 90X1-HUM -

50X1-HUM
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