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1. Object No 9 haod some mines in the Schneeberg urea, but most of the mines
controlled by it were located betwaen the Oberschlems reilroad station
and the Mulde River. Minor gquuntities of uranium ore were atill produced
by the "SiebeneSchlehen'Mine, the "Beust" Mine and Mine No 76 in Schneeberg.
Mines Nos 9 and 25 were deactivated in the spring of 1953. flines under control
of Object No 9 betwsen Oberschlema and the Mulde River included Mines Nos 13
i3a, 38, 64, 136, 186, 217, 312 in 2ddition to two unidentified mines
immediately east of Mine No 136,

2. Object ¥Wo 11 in charge of mine construction work served both Object No $
and Object No 2 which adjoined the area of Chject Bo 9 to the west. Object
Fo 2 included linee 6 or 6a, 7, 15, 27, 65, 66, 67, the "Stalin" Nine
in addition to five unidentifi 4 mines. The Mines of Object No 9 and Qbject
No 2 sent their ore to the ore processing plats at the "Blaufurbenwerk™
{snalthouse) and Bruenlasberg,'

3. Object No 9 had ite headquarters in Aue and was directly subordinate to the
Hismut AG Administration in Chesnitz. Prior %o September 1953, Soviet
Engineer Zemikoff (fnu) was chief of Object No 5. Department No 8 in charge
of ore production was headed by Soviet Engineer Kushevski (fnu). Kornovallov
(fnu) was the Soviet chief geologist. Object Fo 9 included the following

departmentas

Work Norms Department, Sovigt chief

Geological Deporiment, " "

Dspariment o 8 " "

Political Department o "
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Pay Office German chief

Safety Department "
Mine Ventilation "
Departrent

Finance Department "
Personnel Deparfment

"

4. Iiine Ho 13 was located sbout 150 meters east of the Oberschléema
railrcad stetion and about 100 meters south of the Schneeberg-
Niederschlema highway. In 1953, a new mine which was allegedly
called Nine No 13a was opened some 100 meters southeast of Mine
No 13, iiine No 312 was located 600 to 700 meters north of iline No 13.

In the fall of 1953, the name of the German mine supervisor was Gerhard
Opitz, a buginess clerk by profession. |

50X1-HUM

the Germun chief geologist was Hartmut Buder, L‘
N s

an assigtant civil enrmineer by professio

‘ 4 total of 7

geologists were attached to Iliize No 13. The Germin nine surveyer was

Helmut Vossz, |

Voss attended a course at the Freiberg Academy of iining. 4 total of
seven Gernmun assidunt mine surveyers belonged %o Mine No 13, In charge
of work norms was Hang Sandexr |

a business

clerk by profession|

Sander was a

nominal SED member. The mine hud seven clerks who were in charge of
work norms and calculated the performance wuges of workers. The
German chief of the Depertment No 8 which was in charge of ore

production wazs one Humory (fnu)

|The German mine

foreman controlled the seven foremen of mine districts (Reviersteiger)
under whom worked 24 to 26 asaistznt foremen (Steiger) and 14 to 16
auxilioxy foremen (Hilfssteiger). Three blasters, three foremen in
charge of ventilation, one hsulcge foremen (Revier-Feerdersteiger)
and five agsitant haulage foremen worked underground at each shift
while three foremen worked above ground. Ore testing was done by
Gerrans under the control of Soviet soldiers. Five s»called radio-
metrists (ore tester) were assigned to each of the mine districts
per shift. Cne radiometrist had to ve present at each working face,
After bereholes had been completed, the radiometriast had to check
the radioactivity of the ore in the holes bored. The blasting
operations had to be conducted in such a way os not to destroy ore
veing. In the summer of 1953, the safety inspector of Hline No 13 was
Huns Rain, The firgt 52D secretary who also was an 55D confidunt

was one Krause (fmu), |

formsrly a butcher at Zscheriau. The powder magazine was under 'the
control of a German but was continucusly guarded by a Soviet soldier.
The Sovizt soldiers cbserved at the mine belonged to & unit of the

regular occupation troops.

5. |

| Mine No 13 had five levels, the

fifth level being at a depth of 240 meters below sea lavel (sic).

The individnal levels were about 60 neters apsrit, bubt an intermediate
level existed between them. 411 galleries of the mine extended fron
northwest to southeast. The so-czlled Murke-Semmler Sohle which was
ut u depth of 30 meters belew seu level (sic) interconnected almost
all wines in the Schlemo-Schnesherg urea. Yining operations were
conducted by hand and no cutting mechinery wus available. Mine No 312
which belunged to lline No 13 was only used as an elevator shaft for
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ore. The shaft had ckip hoists for . Musse and two skip hoiste
for lew=grade ore. vine No 312 ‘extended down to the fifth level.
The two elevator cages of iine No 13 handled only box:d high-grade
ore and lowegrade ore in mine cars. The low=grade ore hauled to
the surface through Shaft No 312 was shipped to the ore testing
plant of Mine No 13, via a narrow-gauge field railroad track,

6. Xost of the ore veins in Mine No 13 werehnclinad at an angle of 60
to 70 degrees and normally were from 1 to 4 ¢m thick. At some pluces,
ore veing were found which were three meters long and up to 30 cm thick.
In Psbruary or March 1953, such an ore vein which was found in the
so-~called "Sieggang" (victory vein) yielded 350 to 400 boxes of
grade 1 cre,
liost of the uranium mines in the Schneeberg-Schlema area had to be
built through a layer of schist. Only pitchblende was nmined., At
lline No 13, this pitchblends looked black like anthraucite.
Occasionally also a dark grey uranium ore of 2 lesser quality was
found. During mallery boring operations in the so-called "Sieggunz",
veins of galena and nickel up to 3C om thick were found, but
both galena - and nickel were dumped unheeded.

7+ Mine No 13 had a total work force of about 2,000 men. ¥ork was done in
three shifts and 380 to 400 men worked underground in each of those
shifts. Because Soviet controls were inadequate, the following
procedure was followed by the German minerss The first shiflt removed
the wuste. The second shift, the night shift, loosencd the urunium
ore by blasting operations, a rrocedure which was strictly forbidden,
and the third shift packed the highegrade ore into boxss and hauled
it to the surface. The standiny Soviet order was that uranium ore lodes

were  to be picked by hand because too much valusble uranium ore was

nasted by the blasting’ process, :

8. From 70 tc 80 boxes of grade 1 ore, 90 %o 100 boxes of grade 2 ore,
and .0 boxes of grade 3 ore were produced at ine No 13 psr day. From
20 to 100 tons of low-grade ore were produced per shift in zddition
to upproximately 250 carloads of lowegrade ore hoisted +to 4the surface
throush Nine Yo 312, diste wus only hauled tu the surface through line
Ko 31z, in estimated 1,300 to 1,300 mine carlozds were removed per
shift. The output of the mine was about the same between the fall of 1952
and the fell of 1953, Alter 1 September 1953, Nines Nos 13, 321, and 64
were formed into one unit for hoisting purposes. All the Misse produced
at "ines Nos 1% and 64 were hauled to the surface throush Mine No 312;
and all low-grade ore of the two mines wus hauled to the surface
through Nine No 13. The boxes of hishegrade ore yroduced at the two mines
continued to be handled separately. In Moy 1955, the su.ervisor of
NMine No 13 stated that the mine would be exhuusted in about 15 years.

3¢ "The ore which was paciied in toxes was classified into grade 1, 2, ani 3,
graie 1 ore being the best muteriul. Low-grude ore was clasgiiied intc
grades 3, 2, and 1, the beat guality being grade 3 ore. Highegrado
ore wzs packed in .boxes below ground. Grede 3 ore which was hoisted
to the surface on mine trucks was sifted out above sround and
subseguently p&cked 1 poxes. The ore shipped in boxes was also
called "Stuff" ore by the Soviets. Bonuses were paid for every box or
ore. The bonuses varied from 100 %6 1,50 marzs degendinz on the
percentage of pitchblende. Grade 2 ore hud a 20 to 50 percentuge of
pitchblende - )
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A radiometrist was assizned to each werkians fsce. Tiue ore mined

w#as coarsely sifted by the hewors themselves. In cuses of doubt, the
raiiometrist tested the ore by his ore testing equipment. Hishesrade.
ore wus packed in  shent met.l centziners mousuring 60 x 30 x 30 cm.
Pull boxes weighed at leust 60 kg. The ecntainers were locked. A
glip indicating the nuuerical designation of the workin: Tace and
the mine district involved were pu! into the centainers. The slip
wus maried by a four-dizit number; the first number indicoted the
rine district ~and the subsejuent three nunbers the working face.
In some cases, the lovel cor the gullery where the ore was obtained
wag also indicated. All the containers were numbered consecutively.
The radicretrists were assigned specific numbering sequences for
the boxes filled with uranium ore at their respective working faces
The centrol slips put into the cre contaziners were returned to the
mine from the Bruenlasberg ore crushing plant after the special
ocnus due on each container had been recorded on the reverse side
of the slip. About 85 percent of the bonus wus paid to the brigade
of hewers, the remainder to the radicmetrist. The radioactivity of
the materials packed iIn each box wus entered by the ruiometrist
on. apecial lists. Mine No I3 sent all its high-prude ore to the
druenlasberg ore crushing plant after it hud been checked ut the
ore testing plast of the mine.

Lov-grade ore was lcaded by hand on mine cars. An ore testing point
for this type of ore was available at each level. The ore testing point
wee served by two Soviet soldiers. At iline No 13 records were kept of
the quantities of low~grade ore hzuled to the surfzce from euch mine
district through {ine No 312. Lowe;rade cre wes classified into grades 3
to 1 at an ore testing point above ground. Each mine carload was
tested 25 to %0 seconds by Soviet soldiers. Low quality ore of grade
5 aus gorted from wuste material by meane of a T-shuped ore testing
device operated by German radiometrists. Ore of a higher guality
than grade 3 was pagued into boxas, the remuining ore weni to the
ore storage bunker. -

Radiometrists workiny below ground used & portzble urunium ore tester
fitted with a rod-like cylinder of light metal which was about 45 '

em long =nd 3 em in diameter. This cylinder housed four tubes which
resenbled radio tubes, This ore tester which was alsc called "Sonde®

was connected by 4 1,95 meter rubber cabie to a portuble wooden box which
housed the bvattery, the various ewitches, and the measuring scuales.

The medium switch made possible the adjustment of three different
stages. The decimeter sczle covered & range from O to 1,00, Since

early 1952, the boxes and the tubes of the orc testing equipment

have been sealed by lead. 4n ore testing device vhich used the

sune box, but was commected tc a different type of &ondu, was used

for control measurements and the sifting out of lowe-guality ore

of grade 3 ubove ground. This Sonde consisted of a lighi-metal

c¢ylinder, 50 to 60 cx long and about 3.5 ¢m in diameter. A cross tube

of the same shape as the light-metal cylinder of the first mentioned
type of ore tester was fitted at the end of this tube. The longitudinal
tube housed three large eliptical tubes, about 15 ¢m long und 2 to 2.5 cm
in diameter, The tubes in the longitudinul cylinder were about tyiee

as large us those in the cross cylinder,

The measuring plates used in connection with the ore, testing equipwoent
were of the sume design at all ore testing stations, These wmeasuring
plates were Titted with radio tubes and measured 60 x 40 enm. Measuring
slotes used for the checking of mine cars weasured about 120 ¢ 180 cm.
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i stated that the uranium ore mines in the
Aue=Cchlems ares produced the 5.8t uranium ore in the verld except

for Australia. The pitehblende obtained in this ares hag 17 or

18 percent of U 238, The boxes of ore were sent to Department No 8

on ZISetruexs t¢ the Yruenlasherg ore crushing plant. Only Soviet
drivers handled this ore and each truck was escerted by an MVD soldisr.
The ore crushing plent had no r.ilrowd connection. The instailition
wes Jusrded by MVD personnel. On -watch towers erected in the four
corners of the fence surrounding the plant sourchlizhis, wors mountad,
The ore crushed at Adruenlasberg wus paciked into grey-brown cardboard
containers, 20 to 25 em in dismeter and 40 em high. The crushed ore
was shipped toward Aue hy detuils which consisted exclusively of

IVD personnel. It was learned that this ore was not shipped %o the
Aue railroad station. The low-grade ore was shipped out from Mine

No 13 on trucks. These shipments were handled by German personnel,
Low quality ore of grade 3 was sent to the ore processing plant at
the Bluufarbenwerk, Low quality ore of grades 2 and 1 was dispatched
by rail to Crossen mear Z4wickau via ‘he ore loading points at iue

and Niederschlemu, This informstion was obteined from the loading
foreman at the Aue ruilrcad stution, Before the low-quality ore of"
grades 2 and 1 left Mine No' 13, it was weighed on special seales
fitted with sn ore testing device. This testing device was fitted
with two sliding measuring plates, which were pressed on the uranium
ore for each measuring operation.’ A seule of this type was availuble
near Mine Yo 6 of Object No 2 and near the entrance of the ore washing
olunt at the Bluufurbenwerk which belonged to Object No 99,  The
trucks <hich handled low-guality ore of gr:de 3 were also weighed
before they were dispatched to the Blaufarbenwerk ore washing plant.
Low=quality ore of grade 3 produced by Objects Nos 2 and 9 were subject
to wet-mill concentration ut the Blaufarbenvwerk ore washing plunt,

& prospecting point was loested ut the third level of Line No 13, hen
the borehole had reached a deyth of about 70 meters, a layer of granite
was reached whth extended to a depth of 360 meters. Below this layer of
‘grunite there was g layer of uranium ore, The prospacting point was off
limits to Germun personnel, Prospecting operutions which were started
in the summer of 1951, were supervised by Soviet geologists. In early
1952, a depth of at least 510 meters had been reached in these 4
operstions. Another proaspecting joint of iine No 13 was 150 to 200
meters south of this mine. At this point, the so-called "Sieggang"
agpeared to approach the surfsce, An effort was mude to determine,by
exploratory trenches 25 to 30 meters leng and 150 to 200 en deep, if
the "Sieggang™ could not be exploited nore easily from the surfice.
Information on suech prospecting sctivities was first obtained sbout

the full of 1952, About early 1952, the casinc at Oberschlema was
dismantled because five exploratory shafts were scheduled to be sunk on
the sito of this building. Prospecting work thewve continued until
Septenber 1953 when source left this area. Xine No 7 or Object No

2 located southeast of the Obverscnlem: casino, was sazid to be the

most productive installation of Object No 2 in the spring of 1953,

rilling

Ore loading instzllations were available at Aue and Niederschiema,
The installation at iue was bigger than that at Niederschlema. Ore
trucks arriving at the two. installations discharged their loud tinto
storage bunkers. The different grades of ore were stored sepurately.
Drag belts extended from the storage bunkers to the ore bing «t the
railrcad stution. At Niederschlema, four or five gondola cars with
side wulls 50 to 60 cn high, could be loaded simultaneously.. Three
discharge funnels were over each railroad car. The loading operation

50X1-HUM

®as performed rather efficiently. Ernst Gaessner from Zschorlau,f‘gg;g;gg;ggl5OX1—FHJM
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