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lNFORMATlON REPORT National Defense of the United Siates within the
s meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title 18, U.s.C.
Secs. 793 and 794, the transmisslon or revelation
PREPARED AND DISSEMINATED BY D;cwhlch In any ‘o an hortzed 25X1
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY sen Is prohibited by law.
COUNTRY |USAF review completed.|
Hungary
SUBJECT DATE DISTRIBUTED _
locations and Descriptions of AVO Priscns, NO. OF PAT'FS NO. OF EwCLS. 25X1
AVO Interrogation Methods, o
Hungarian Politically Persecuted Persoralities | oo cvent oRreron, -
THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
This report is the result of & Joint collection effort of the Alr Force,
Armmy and CIA, and is disseminated in accordance with the provisions
of NSCID #7.7
25X1
1, I was arrested on 16 Dec 46, and was imprisoned in the Pullowimg AVO
prisons:
a. Military Politleal Police Hemdquarters, Nadar St 9, Budapest - I
was here from my arrest until 22 or 23 Feb 46, This installation
has since moved to the Hadikx Kaserne, Bartok St 16, Budspest XT. 25X1
bs Detention cell of the County Court Building, Marko St, Budapest -
T wvas here during the period 23 Feb 46 to 16 Apr L6, This bullding
consists of three storles; each floor had about 10 to 15 one-man
cells end four or five mass cells. While I ves
gentenced to life imprisorment. /[On file is an over-  25XI1

lay showing location of County Court House of Budapest,/

S ﬁcouectmg Prison, Kozma St 13, Budapest XITI /On file
is an overlay showing location of Central Collecting Pr of =
1 vas here for & total of six end one-half yesrs and was in this pri-
son when released by revolutionsry forees. I left this prison for 25X1
I other places of confinement on four occasions /mmerated in sub-pera-
graphs 4, e, and T below/.

25X1
d. I wvas in the AVO Prison at Vac on two occasions; once from

‘1950 to Aprtl 1952 and sgain from August 1955 to June 1956. 251
e, Headguarters of the Military Political Folice _ Inote: 25X1

Source is referring to the Katonma-Politiken Oszialy, commonly known
as "Katpol."/ in Hadik Kaserne, Bartck St 16, Budapest IX - I was

! an . |
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or one day in 1949 for additiomal intexzogatior. [on e |
is sn overlay showing location of the Militery Politizal

Police Headmuartersy/ 25X1
£. The AVO Headquarters Building, Fo St, Budapest - I was here for three
weeks during the sumer of 1951. Lﬁ”h rile '3 an overlay

ghowing the location of the AVO Headquarters Building./ 251

2., 'he Central Collecting Priscn consists of one lsrge building with two star-
shaped wings, two hospitals, & tutton factory, a very efficlent engineering
enterprise staffed entirely by prisoners, work shops and AVO quarters.
[onfile]  |is Source’s memory sketch of this prison/

3. The AVO Prison at Vac consists of one, four-story, l-shaped building for 25X1
the more important political prisoners. 1 was imprisoned here. It also
had s box-shaped building for prisoners who worked during the dsylime in
the button factory. The butten factory consisted of one, large, L-shaped
building and two or three gmaller bulldings. At Vac was the most modern
prison hospitel. This hospital ialized in tuberculosis cases, but
D eroatad other illnesses. /On fSie| i a sketeh of the  25XI
Vac AVO Prison,/

L, The AVO prison at Vac also contains some solitaxy confinement calls. They
vere located in an old mausoleum which wes pert of & beantiful Gothice
gtyle Church, The church building was used ag & work shop. These "special
treatment” cells consisted of abcut five cells called "doberdos,” an unknown
sumber of black rooms, and sbout five other cells. Lc;u file| \
are rouwh diagrams of the solitary confinement ¢ o 25%1

[')"E‘[-)nd.erwnt the most intensive interrogation of my {mprisonnent during the
JEDgt, three weeks following my arrest. Meny technigques of inierrngation
were used: Some were mentsl, some were thysical, and suoe & zombinatlon
of both. Since the end result of any technique employed iz & corpisie fone
fegaion. T will not limit wy remarks to & ehrepologiesl discusaion of the
techtNCODED 4 agatnst meo T ALl discues each tecbuique ss it sames 1o
my mind. A few cf the {ntarrogation technigques {rvelving physical viclsnes
employed by AVO personnel against me apd ny fellow prisonars are ps tuilowes

[ =4
UNCO

a. Beatings with the fist or a bindgeon of the tack and butbocks. These
beatings ususlly had en adverse effect gince I sson built an Smuanity
to them. Besting of the kidneys wss also done, This typs of beaving
would usually be prefazed with & vemark to the effect toat 10 wes up
to us to either keep our kidneys so they mey peartorn theler novnal Funee
tion, or to lcee them. Beating of the instep of cur barce Trat aBs
also empleyed.

b. We were made to stend shout cnes=helf meter from & wall, thea with our
sxms outstretched to rest only e forshesds agalost the wall. We
would have to stand this way for bourz st a iime, Thiz wae ofise
accompanied by beatings.

c. loss of sleep is perbaps the most preveiant besnnigee. Al KRt A SN
gations were conducted at night and we were not permitted to 1eep
during the daytime.

d., With tbe legs cutstretched the wrigts would be shackled to the snkies

with chains. We would be forced to sit on the floor end keep cur legs
straight. If we bent them, & guard would jump on our knees foruing

CoQoNeFPoToDB-F-F-TA-L
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the legs straight, The shackles would I=ve & screwoiype arrange-
ment which permitted the gusrd to constantly screw them tighter
and tighter around the wrists and snkles, This wes exceedingly

and no msn could endure this treatment vithout screaming
in pain, psrticularly if link chsins were used, since they dig
into the flesh when tightened. This trextmaat is usuelly acodn-
panied by complete loss of bowel and bledder control. At Budspest
1irk chains were used, while st Vac metal brecelets were used,
Mese bracelets were not nearly as painful since they did not
dig into the skin. If we would lose consciousness, the chains
would be loosened; we would be revived with water; then the pro-
cess would be repeated. This technique is very effective. bur-
ing 1952 and 1953, {ndiscriminate use was made of this torture
as a method of punishment for comitting minor infractions of
priscn rules.

6. Some gpecific examples of the use or threatensd use of force are
a8 follows:

a. A friend of mine was cemented into a brick wall into en arem
that was so smell that he could not eit down or even flex his
mscles. He vas left in this dsxk, eold "living grsve” for
two days. He broke down and talked freely when f£inally relessed.

b. Once, sbout a week before my flasl confeasinn, I wms brought
before sn AVO interrogator who told me that he was an eX-hUXEer.
He vas & powerfully buiit msn. Two of my friends, who were
bedny investigated at the same tims, weyxe glredy sitting ln
this room vhen I argived, I was confromted with some demeging
documentary evidence, but I denied any knowledge of it. Then,
to my surprise, my friends urged me to confess cwasrship of

the documerte, but I still refused. The interrogetor theu
summoned an agsistent to bring him his small rubber gloves.

He took his shirt off and displeyed powerful-lodking mieci e

He indicated to Lix sssistsnt that he wold have me taiking
within two minutes. He end his essistent talked Jo low toose,
laughed and occasionally lovked in my direction. The interrogmbor
made a gesture to his sssistant swhich jpdicated thal he wha
going to twist or otherwise mulilats my gaxuel orns, Jusi as
the interrogator finished putting on his loves his sasislant
opened a door to an adjoining rocm T oould g=e that this mwicw
was padded in such & manner 1o make it sir-tight. The interrog.
ator motioned for me to enter the roume. I confessed et fp
of the papere Liogtead of accompenying hixe

¢. Although I heve never been at the AVO Prisor in Keoakemet, X

heve heard that it was the worst in Hungary. I heve hewssl of
ingtances where men were sctuslly plsced in s cesket, L-wersd loto
a grave, and covered with soil. Anothep technigue sppessily
used there is to bury & man up to his peck; then. at o-giims
intervale, to add a spade ALY of dirt il Ang him tlee? v

he talked he wonlé be buried slives T hased thal ibe twoirlg
of tiring s man and placing bim vnder & driyping faicet wes
also used.

C~0=NeFoI+D=E~N-T-T-A=L
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7« Some of the so-called mental techniques vhick ingtilled s psycho-
logical or mental prosiration are as follows:

During my second night of imprisorment, I sudderly beard my
wife sobbing. I wes alsrmed and very worried since my wife vas
not an accomplice to my underground activities and I was told
by the AVH that she would not he arrested. I deaxly loved my
wife and worried sbout her since she suffered from a goiter
condition. After sbout sn hour of faintly hearing her scbbings,
a guard entered my cell and in a very polite menner said;
"Excuse me sir, we have your wife with us tonight, but she

did not bring a coat with her and 1t 1s acld in her c=ll.

she requests that yon give her your coat only if you dn not
need it yourself." HNaturally I surrendered my cost 1c him
even though I knew that the gusrd himself eold have gilven

her a blanket if he wented to. In sbout 20 minutes the guard
returned with my coat and again, speeking very polltely ssid,
"I am sorry sir, your wife seid that you must teke back your
coat. She said that she can't bear to thizk of you being cold
end puffering.” The guard deperted and loudly simmed my cell
door. Shortly after this I heaml someone belog taken £ the
cell ares. I imagined thet it was my wife and that she vas
released having unwittingly and innocently helped the AVO.

Another time my interrogator held s watch in front of my facs
and said that unless I confessed within five minates, my wire
and mother would be srrested. After five minutes had elapsed

1 hed not ye=t confessed so the iaterrogator pgave Ao angighant
the order %o carrcy out his instructions. 1 was alternately
beaten snd intermgated for & counle of hourz when the assd stant
returned and seid that my wife snd mother ware now prissners.

T was them threstened wibh vioieanes sgaisst my wifs and mcther.
T+ ie strange tut ab this iime I waoted to oonfess everylning
to spere my family ey physisad hwrm, bul the wordz gimgly woeuld
not came. T wee then told that they were golng to wdresz my
wife and they indisated with lewd vemsrhs snd geshures what
they would do. A guard suddexly pnahed me oub spto the corrider
and grebbing me by the hair thrust my hesd in Prat T B pespe
hole so that I would see inbo a near-by sell, He neld my besd
here for only a fraction of a second, tul aurloy thatb Saslant

I saw my wife sitting in the cell, crylag and wifh one leg
drawn up and reating on & chafr. She was beginning to take

her shoe off. AL thisz time I was Lotally dsPearad; T wiuleqd

to talk, to tell tham everything, but fox aors rewsou it T
could pever wpdsretend nobt cne sound wald vome out of Dy ey Fariahd

Another techniqus employed was the usz of 2 Pfas sod nofva
beans. At every interrogmition sszssion [ wasg meda Lo & o
or three cups of enPtes. I don't think there wes soyiniag in

this coffee, tut there could have been. Tn additiom to didahing
this coffse we were given laxge gusntitias of oifres heans whish
we had to chew eopstantly. This did not have eny great noticeo
able effect mich &8 & state of mentel dillness. On the contiary
these coffee beaus ssemed to gharpen the nind aod senses. FPer-
haps their intended vse was that {f used in conjuction with loss

C-O=NoF=ToDE=N-T-IcA-L
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of sleep they would produce a ments) deteriovation. I ones

« experienced a reactiom from druge which may explein the use
of these coffee hesps. I+ occurred during Woerld Wer IT when
I went for seversl daye und nights without sleep. I accomplished
this by teking mild doses of drugs which prevented sleep. After
five days without sleep, although, T felt fioce, my mental alert-
ness, thinking and ressoning powers dsteriorated to the axtant
that I had to be temporerily relfieved of my commsnd so that X
could rest.

8, Other interrogation techniques which cannot be sorrectly pla,ced. in
either a mental a physicsl cabtegory, but perhaps could be included
in both categories are as fallows:

&« Food, egpecislly during my three weeks of inttial interrogstion,
consisted of a watery soup and perhaps 150 to 200 grains of
bresd daily. This csuses a physical detericration as well as
a mental discomfort since we never knew when or wbat we would
recelve to est which caused us to worry sbout our heslih,

be Iiving conditions end prigoner control methods alss play en
+ role. For two of the three weeks during my interroga-
tion at the Military Political Pclice Hesdqisriexs I was In a
cell gbout four meters long and two meters wide. It conteined
a steel shelf upon vhich rested & wooden plauk about nine inches
wide., Wbat little aleep I 4id get was while precarionsly bale
ancing myself upop this verrow plack. Whils ncl underaning
interrogation or sleeping, I vas forced 4o atand at sttention,
facing the door of the cell. A guaxd peered info the cell aboul
every six seconds. During the two weeks I spent in this cell
I was either on the woodsn plank or was standing in one spot.
I vas not pernitied to move within the cell and al no time was
I ever in the poriion of my cell 1lat exteadsd besu@l the end
of my bunk. A bright light was constantly Puzuday in lids el
On file| iw & sketrh of ¥he cell anem of ihe 251
1itary Political Polioe Headquavters.;

9, Techniques used during the actual interzuvgsilon soueis hewl oof e
fallowing:

8, I would be altarnately {ntervieved by & salisils Intssmosptay
vho would best me and ops Wie would sympeiblzs wlin s, 2ivs
me water or & sigarsite, sod wwld in geneswi broat we wilh
kindness. I did oot reslize 4% et the time, imt fnie i3
apparently & plenned techoique, with the koad irdécpogs?on,
hoping to exize~t the dosired Information Trwe we troeemydh
kindness.

be Almost all inberrogabtions would be comdnoted ot night, I wesld
be peated about two mebers fn fvaut of the Iuteramtor’s ek
e aoly 1dght in the xwon wordd be on hls dssk and wadld be
admed directiy &t oy facs 0 vl I could nebt see saglldag du
the room. In additicu to the intervoemtor’s guestions, cthery
persans in the room would repest his questicns, peampt me, &
shower me with faeuite., I was sot peonitied to tivm wy heal,
I had to lock steaight sheeld Into the lights, In sddiiiom %o
ingalting or pramybing me, these other persons walld meke all
kinds of ctreoge noiges behind wy back end would hit we withemb
wning, The men bshind the desk was vaually the only ane oo
asked the questioxs,

CaleRoPeYoDeBeBoTo oA=L
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Co The interregator would cften repeat the same guestion again snd
sgain, using & lov monotons voice, or sometimes the intesrogator
would ask the question and his sssistaats, in the shadows ef
mm,mmmmmmmmum,umm-m
monotone volce. This technique prodnces a hyrmotie effwct.

a 1ist of six questions, but den’'t you answer them.” As he
read the questions I noticed that they covered my
activities in general. These questions indicated that they . |

knew about half of the vhole story, After reading these gques-
tions the interrogator enswered tbem. If I were a weak man
Wlmldmamwthu,mtdmmwim
ant ansvers indicated that they knew a lot of my activitiss,
there were certain discrepsnsies in the snswers. I saw through
the bluff snd denied everything. This technique was used again
MImMMnMMEP,MnsNﬂm
Chiaf of the Military Politiesl Police, was foreed to stand
.t.ttutmmmtarmwo-wnw;mm
thres centimeters from my noss. I suppose the idea of the elub
was used to instill the vast suthority vested in Gensxal

mmﬁm&mmgﬂmmmﬁoﬂnﬂﬁo My first resatlion
was one of total denisl. smmnwaonugummdmmudmrhhm
anapporhmltytohbriuhamrttorypﬁcruwmﬁ,m
mtter of extracting infermation from us was eszier. Fexhoys I
would adeit ons thing and my friend snother. By sonpexiasg sotas
mmmmemmwmw@tmmp Ao, my
MmmﬁuWuImhyﬁmmgﬂamI
had also had some wnplessant esperiences with the Jestaps. ™his
total denial graduslly gave way %o a partisl sutmissica.

About 3 Jan A7 I hed realised that the situstfon wes hopeless, ihat
mm&-mmmymwmmdcma It war them thet I
Wwammrmmwmmmmmmmmm@y
effering my assistance. 1 said that T would ta) enly the truth,
My treatment then bessme a litide betier, ¥ogt of the Uime I 414
wmlmimﬁmﬁzimmmmmm;mmm
ssme things that I don't went to talk about mow. There were fowr
miwxdauim'hnlmwmwuﬁmmwew
with thexn. These resasons arw:

C=OcRoFoleDoleN=T-I-A-1
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a. By pretending complete coopsration I theught that I woild be
able to find out whet they elready koewe. -

Yo By coopermting, I belped mysel?. It beceme cleav that wiless
I did cooperate I would be exmcuted. Self-preservation is s
strong motive,

Co Byawpemtingittoekmofrmdsrmivemdlmgm
able to retain my wits, to the extent thet T would not divilge
the most importent secrete, I was successful in this respect,
Some thinge they never did find out.

d. By eooperating my testimony would be disseninated publicly and
would focus the attention of the world on the sham process of
Fascist Justice.

After my investigation wvas completed the food snd treatiment Lacame
mich better, We were 1iterally fattened up for our trisl which wvas
s public trial, The trial lasted 27 dsys end s givem wide publi-
eity in the hope that any thoughts of future comspirecies hy eiti-

m-agnnstﬂwgovemantwuld‘be irhibited. This thinking
mumdsmewwnMMWMMMimm
Comprunism.

During my investigation and sribsequent trial all evidsnse rresented
was basically tha truth. Confeselons wers extoacted from us snd
were presented in their sorrect form during the trisl, These wms
1ittle evidsnce of fabricating testimony or evidence, As the whole
world knows, this ims not the case during the trial of Caxdinal
Mindszen vhere the confesgions were cbvicusly false. I attribute
this influence and methods of extracting confessiins. Dure
ing my investigstion snd trial all investigntors, interrogatore snd
court officisls even though they wers eruel, sedistis snd prehvdliced,
ware basicslly untainted by Scviet influencs and methods, Osrdinal
Mindszenty's trial is an example of Sovietl Judicial despotizn - 8
fabrication of guilt.

I have mentioned mtatewarthsinmgtimmﬂmdu that; i sm
familiar vith, I would be most heppy %o contizne & dimvossion of
these at & later date. I can also give more namplele desoes ptions
of the verious AVO priscns that I was fmprisoned in. 1 sm witiing
to discuss all of my pest sxperiences ai great Tength aesspt sevladn
aspects of my underground werk which must be diwilged only &« th the
utmost of diseretion snd then only to the most trusted offi~lwin.

I sm perscpally scguainted with mexy of the most important prlitliesd
and religious lesdsrs of Hungary who were imprisoned far thelr bellsfs
and/or activities, Many of these persons wiil quickly iy wo the
formetion of s new Hungarys I believe thai ithe futiire selvasion or
Hungary, if she is ever to bhe free, eemters sromd these e i

I will give enly the most imporient nsmes aud wiil attempt to gowmy
them chrenologieslly in date of trial order:

The W and accamplices' trial was held in 19h6. ALl
det 2 wers youngeters 18 to 20 years old.

(1) Zoltan Bilkey-Pajye wes lagt seen in Soriet headmmrbecs
in Budspest in 195C. He bas sinee d3msppearad completely.

&

C-0-N-F=leDeE=N=TcT=A=L
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; the Vez
(2) Zzelten Homolay: His last known loestion was in
AVO Prisom in 1956s

e Donath and 13 aceceplices’ trisl was held in IW7. | | 25X1

I [
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(1) Donsth wes exscuted. 25X1

2) Genersl Veres DsDalnck, the first Hmgerian Preedom Fighter,
@ 67 years old, was Liberated on 1 ov 560 | 25X1

(3) Genersl Andras, sn Air Forve general |

4) Dominicus Szent- former Azbassador and Foreign 25X1
) W,ﬁ?ﬂ%mmw%mmm
Wﬂtc

of the Small Holders® Perty in
2: was relessed in September

25X1

The Misteth and L0 sceomplices’ trial wms held in 1947,

(1) Misteth, Minister of Building in esrly 1947; wes relessed 25X1
in lste 1955 or eacly 1956; snd is presently iu Budspest.

(2) el Jacko

¢ ; . 25X1
Lesly wes Coungressman of the Smell Holders® Party;
(3) was n% from prisom 4n 1952 end 1s now in Hmgacye

(4) Istvan Toth, o statf Iieviensnt Calomsl, one of the urgardzers

of the Smail Holders! Party in 1956, was relesassd frum prisou
in 1952 apd i& now in Budapest.

(5) D Sardor Kiss wvas Director of the Peasant Uriaa in 19h6;
has & peasant following; wag rulessged from paisom
in 19 ‘
| | 25X1

(6) Jancs economist, was relessed from prissm ja
ey W -

(7) Pal Nyerges, » Commnist, AVE Mejor, uncertain ss to melease
date since he served twn terme. | |

[ |

The Ernest Peber and sboul 47 sceomplicse trisl was bl o lats
1947, Peter was a Director of s Credit Institute; was relemsed
around early 1950, snd is now in either Budspest or Szaluok
[JFTION 2011E]. I ssmoot at the moment xecall the pames of eny
aof the accomplices.

25X1

25X1

The Jenos Toth exd LG accamplices® trisl was held in 1947, Toth
was relessed in eerly 1950, snd I think that he is now in Budapest.

Co0-N-FoI-DoE-N-T-I-A<L
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Ferenc v:i,dmies & Small Holdexs' Party Congressmen, was tried
in 1911-7 released during summer of 1956; has s large pesssnb 51
following |

Jozsef % Meyor of Budspest in 1946 ;g%mg% 2EX1
(mm relesged in September 19

‘ 25X1

It Gen Pal was an organizer of the Small Holders® Party
within th Am;v' the spproximete period of 1947 to 1949;
uuu-ud 1lste 1947 or early 1048; released sround September
1956; s now in Budapest.

The Bela Pe m@ﬂmd%mcmlieet'tﬁnlnshemmm
Pernecky worked for the Ministry of Agriculture until 1948;
was relessed from prison in the sumer of 1956, and i# now

in Budmpest.

(1) Ernest Sclti, sn sgricultural expert, had swme itinevary
88 Pernecky,

(2) Eiwrd Lisg

The trial of Evangelist Church lesders was held in 1943, -~y

(1) Barem Ihd:msz?c, was inprisoned but releesed early due %o
a e one If Uving, he is probehly st Lils home
in Budspest.

(2) Bishop Ordss wes released during the early 1950's. lHe is
now in Badepests

(3) Sendor Vi was genersl sacretwrcy of t'2 Evangelist Chuzeh
ond vas relessed in esrly 1950°sc I do not kpow hie pre-
sent locetim,

Tmpertant persons of the Cexdinal Mindszenty trisl iaclude:

(1) imim.os Begy, a politicaily cutetending persou who is now

= o

25X1

(2) Bela I , the CIf of the Vatlemn|  |met=s
Souree s m@t mg who is sow In edther Rome or Londims

(3) Odon Lensrd, secvetary of the Action Cowiiles, #ho 1s now
in mdmsto

(4+) Pal Egtexhmry, who is & symbol of the Cathel.is Movewent,
His neme has & megnetic ettraction to the Catkial 2o populs:-
tion of Mungary. He wes libersted diciog the wewoliuhime
and is presenily bidicg in Switzeriasd,

mnehbishcpamgg sl eabinet triel wes held in 1949 ew 1950,

Archhishop Grosz % i@ now free in Hungery. Fe wes relessed in
1954 or 1955
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o Juli of the Christism Sociolist Politicel Organization
= F&mﬁowm,wmwﬂ |

25X1
have prepared a chart vhich experiences in &
16+ immologic:.l on;ar [on tile is a translation of
/i
| - end - 25X1
| 0
i r.u..\ ‘are the following items:

: ls Over: mwinsloaﬁimotmtycmmﬂﬂingmw.
i 2. mﬁ ghowing locstion of AVO Central Collecting Prisom 21|
1 in Budapest. "
3., Overlay showing location o(;ndik Military mn) tical Police ("KATPOL")
Hesdquarters in Budapest Kaserns ).
L, mmmlmtimﬂmmmm
W‘t.
Se Sketch of AVO Central Collecting Prison in Budapest.
6o &etehofﬂ.mvgtvlc. + vac
Sketch of ¢ Prison at Vac.
g: Translated copy of_Source’s chart depleting his chranological
prison experiences./
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