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This 1 1 ffecting the N D of the United States within the \ of the 1 Laws, Title
18, U.8.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the or of which in any to an rized person is prohibited by )é'é X']
' S-E-C~R-E-T ,
COUNTRY USSR (Baltic Sea and Gulf of Finland) REPORT
SUBJECT 1. Naval Activity in Leningrad and DATE DISTR. 13 January 1958
Ventspils 25X1

2. Possible Amphibious Landing ProcedureNO. PAGES 2

Observed in the Gulf of Riga RNEgUIREMENT

REFERENCES ‘ ‘
DATE OF PROCESSING COPY. pex

L 25X1

PLACE &
DATE ACQ.

SOLIRCE EVAIUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

Attachment Description

A Sighting in Leningrad ' of six W-class

submarines, |
land one SKORYY-

class destroyer| Also
observed was a 350-ton barge|

B Describes alleged violation of Navigation
Act by - =

patrol

\ | Sighting of a new
Soviet 8000 DWT cargo vessel in Leningrad
which was loading ‘what was possibly
lead oree Notes heavy barge traffic
through Morskoy Kanal.

C Sighting in Ventspils of KRONSHTADT-class
Butchasers, |
possible T-301 minelayensy

[ [two submarines,
; two P-6-class speed boats;

and three auxiliary vessels,

25X1

STATE | x Iammy | x Inavy " 30 | x e | laec | 1 11 |

[ (Note: Washington distribution indicated by “X*; Field distribution by *'#.)
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Sighting in Ventspils of two possible /

Q-class submarines |
ﬁ eight KRONSHTADT-class subchasers,
|

land .one POLUKHTN- X

Sighting in Venmtsnils of two submarines ’ /
d several |

KRONSHTADT-class subchasers,| -
\ | Also observed was a |

shore based radar installation.

class minesweeper

Detailed description of an apparent /
amphibious landing exercise in the Gulf L

of Riga off Markgrafen (Mersragaciems,
N 57-21, E 23-07), in which five landing
craft, six fishing luggers s and one
RIGA-class escort vessel particlpated.
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' | 25X1

el LENINGRAD

ate.

2,__MERCHANT VESSELS,

A comparatively new Russian cargo vessel of approx.

8000 t.d.w. was lying at the west end of the quay

at RAZDYELRAYA DAMBA loading a golden brown substance

from an enormous pile on the auav. | 25X1

SEGRET

25X1
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3. _HARBOER, |

Barges heavily loaded with ore and sand arrived many
times every day from MORSKOY CANAL and unloaded at the
pler between the canal and BAROCHNY BASSEYN. Farther
along the pier were huge pAles of sand.
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SECRET A ROPE0TO02

25X1
sutmarine chaser of the '
OIAUL Ulass entered Ventspils Harbor and anchored north of the
. poantoon bridge. )
' : 25X1
./ the veusal yag no longer seen there. In 25X1
the afternoon, submarine chaser anchored at the same place. Ex1
vessels ‘ presuably submarine
chasere of the KRONCTADT Class, as well as minelaying boate 25X1
‘ ’pu-asumably of the T-301 Class, were
berthed in the Harbor of Ventspils., 25X1
‘submarinea were berthed 25X1
in the harbor. Furthermore, two epoed| Toa 8, type and auxiliary
vessols‘ were identified.
Of the units menticned, the two KRONSTADTs| | - 25X1
already been identified| __|in Ventspils
reported to be submarine chasers, are believed
to be vessels of the T-~30) Class | |
t 25X1
memm—mmrzne chasers cf the KRON
. have not apnearad
Auxili vess was obaerved for the first time.
e vessels of T~301 Class; they have belonged to
the harbor oceupation of Ventapils for quite some time.
. |
25X1
SFECRET - U.S. OFFICTALS ONLY
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An untested source ‘ ' : .

Affachmead

25X1

1. a unit consisting of 1 frigate tyre 25X1
RIGA, S Zamding cxraft and & fish luggers was at position 57925'N,23950'E
in the Gulf of Riga on cource 300°, making 8 knots. The unit ran

in the follewlng formatfen: 1 landing craft at the head, 1 landing
daraft stepped aft %oward sturbpard, 3 landing eraft stepped aft

toward pertside and; in the wash of the landing craft at the head

and, about in line wilh “he aft landing craft at portside, the

frigate of the RIGA %yre. Six fish luggers forming double line

ahead followed %the RIGA a% an interval of about 900 meters. The
landing craft ran a% e¢lose formation, keeping a boat's length distance
bpetween each other. The I¢liowing detalle were learned on the RIGA:
continuous deck line with the forecestle raised very high and
sonspicuously raked stem; $wo supsrimposed guns mounted on the
Torecastle ard amother gun on the quarter deck; square bridge with
Wipod mest and, aft, & Low, compact stack, a free space, and

then low deck supes'strveivres with short pole mast and thin stack
closely drawn te masi, The ianding craft were described as follows:
square shape with raked bew trap which protruded over the ship's

wall; they wers epproxinsts’y 30 meterc long, of identiecal type and
aot myre than 50 psrcent ieadad. The six fish luggers correspond to
the stamdard type which iz built at the Stralsund Volkswerft. They
were the only omnes with » black ezt of paint, and their red Soviet
merchant flag was clearirs identifisd. '

2. [:::::::]the unit made a portside turn on true course about 220°
at position 57°33°W,23°23'%, Ths turn was executed in an exact,
disciplined ferm. the unit waz ahout two seamiles off the 25X1
const of Markgrafen. Uron sigrnals given by flags, the unit stopped
and the frigate of the NICA Class took up position about half
a seamlle forwsrd of the vnit and started laying a smoke screen,
whereby biack smoke simiitanesusly emerged from its forward stack.

At about the same time, “he coastal area at Markgrafen made smoke,
Except for the fish luvgg'rs, the upit es well as the coastal strip
ranrcT vanished under the emwka laysre.

‘qugggngzi‘ Although the fishing vessels were not observed to
dave particlpated directly in the landing practice proper, the fact
that the unit consistec of ‘iamding craft and fishing vessels is
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25X1

very importent, since it sonfirms the sssumption that the Soviet
Unicen empioys fishing venzsls during lendings, A considerable .
number of ishiag wecssnls 448 aveiiable in all four sea areas. Since,
according Uo the 08 carried here, the number of landing craft
available is ooly small, 1% is bellaved that fishing vessels will

carry the trunt o the work during landings. For sketch, see
Annex,

25X1
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