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' The Naval Harbor - Tosmare - is resﬁricted for the civilians; its adjacent'forest

Iiepaja and vicinity:

The number of the residents of Iiepaja cammot be estimated but in any case two
thirds of them are Russians, having military uniforms or thede of (Government)
officials. Idepaja is considered to be a city-fortress, Who does not reside in
the Liepaja Raion needs a permit from militia in order to visit the city. There
are no newly erected build%wg%, except a TV tower and an administrqtion building
in the center of the city. A%%nrches, which have not been destroyed, are holding
public womhips, f.i, in the Anna's Church, These services are not openly disturbed
but fishermen as well as the Komsomol members are not allowed to participate at
these., o

is,full with ammunition. In the roadstead ( reids - in Ltv.$ the warship "Tchkalov*
( Ckalovs - in ILtv.), which has two chimneys, is usually anchored - presumably a
cruiser, and snother vessel of the class of a/m "Tchkalov". Warships "Parishkaya
Komma" ( Parizes Kompna - in Ltv,) and "Kirov" have been observed, too., There arve
rany speedboats though the Russians are telling that their base is Koenigsberg
Kaliningrad now )., The northern gate of the harbor as well as the southern one -
are closed for the roadstead. The entrance is through the middle gate. From 2100
to 0400 all the roadsteads are closed. Aproximately ten submarines have been
observed in the harbor., A new dry dock has been built in the Naval Harbor ( there
are two such dry docks ). Two to three vessels, each apr. 150 meters long, can be
put in these docks ( one of them is 200 meter long ). The Harbor of Liepaja is
not foreseen for merchant ships ( except in rare cases ) but only for naval vessels,
There are small naval units in the old Merchant Harbor ( tirdzniecibas osta - in Ltv)
- cutters, costal defense boats. ' '
There are apr. 40 fishing vessels and 10 motorboats in Iiepaja. There is a fish
factory in Liepaja for the catch. ,
There are only two Eféjfﬁ}?i automats in Liepaja for public use; no telephone
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direftories exis
The military airfield of Liepaja is located between Grobinas and the lLake of Liepaja;

it has plenty of modern reactive airplanes. | ~ lit looks like the 25X1
airplanes are being catapulted at their start - it goes with an explosion.

Documents are controlled on the highway Liepaja - Klaipeda as well as on Liepaja -
Ventspils highway. The whole seashore of Liepaja and further until Klaipeda is
fortified., The HQs of border guards is located in Klaipeda., The dunes at the sea-

shore are ploughed up in order to get ascertained about the footprints of eventual
escapees. Barbed wire has been stretched along the seashore aMf are connected with

a system of rockets which are exploding immediately when somebody touches the wire

and are casting light on a wide area, Beside the ploughed-up space a telephone

line has been laid for the border guards. During the nights the whole seashore

( from Liepaja) up to Klaipeda is illuminated by the searchlights. Border guard

patrols are strolling; they are walking toward each other,

The State Fishing Management ( Valsts zvejas parvalde - in Ltv.) is located in

the so-called "Blue Wonder" ( Zilais brinums - in Itv.) in Liepaja.

At the seventh kilometer from Liepaja toward Ventspils there is a coastal (gun)

battery for shelling the sea.

F

actories and fleet of fishing boats of Liepaja:

One fish cannery ( zvejas konzervu fabrika - in Ltv.) is operating in Liepaja though
inly during the season. It has three shifts, employing altogether apr. 1000 workers.
t isbcated at the lighthouse of Liepaja Harbor. The catched fish are being frozen
but part of them are getting spoiled already on the boats since these have no
refrigerators. Such refrigerators are on the base vessels ( bazes kugi - in Ltv.).
Director of the Motorized fleet of fishing bogts of Liepaja is Tchetverikov
Setverikov - in Ltv.spelling ); SHULGOV ( ZU;gov ) is the technical captain
of the whole fishing fleet; DZHAPARADZE ( Diaparadze ) is the chief of the Atlantic
fishing fleet ( formerly he was the chief of the Merchant Harbor of Liepaja ).
Fish, which is catched in the waters of Liepaja, is sent for the largest part to
Soviet Union, a part of them is canned on the spot. Fishing*boats are the property
of the motorized fishing stations which are leasing them Eos;%he fishing artels.
Each fishing vessel in the waters of Liepaja has to catch 220 tons yearly according
to the plan but it does not always succeed. Guard boats are patroling at the sea -
they are guard vessels of a small type; speedboats, too. These guard vessels are
of apr.200 tons, armed with depth charges, torpedos, heavy machine-guns and guns of
small caliber. Most often they &re patroling during stormy weather. The fishing
vessels are getting controlled by directing the arms toward the vessel which should
be controled and by checking the documents of the crew and the direction of the
compass. :
After every escape of a fishing boat to the free world the remaining persons,
relatives and others got interrogated. At some instances they were punished if
they had had direct contact with the escapees, had assisted them., After each such
escape of a boat the controls at sea are getting stronger.
The Russiand who arrive from Soviet Union ( in Liepaja% are being put immediately
on the new fishing boats though they are without any qualificatims in their profes-
sion. The old and well qualified Latfians do not get the new vessels. Step by step
the Russians are pushing Latvians in Liepaja ( and elsewhere, too ) out of the best
Jobs since they arrive in latvia with their families, relatives and the latters'
families.
The Russians have preferences all over., In Riga and liepaja the latvians are not
registered for residence anymore but the Russians are ( accepted ).
The 0ld sugar factory in Liepaja is still operating, also the "Sarkanais Metalurgs"
and other smaller plants - the production goes to Soviet Union,

25X1
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The seashore of Liepaja, Ventspils, Pavilosta and other questions:

Civilians are not allowed to be at the seashore, except for a small segment. One

old fisherman, who went one early morning to the seashore of the area of Pavilosta

in order to gather the sea dung ( jiras mdsli - in Ltv.), vas interrogated and beaten
by the border guards because he was suspected as intending to flee(ﬂgﬂ\;g\ggAT

25X1
The fishery kolkhoz of Pavilosta is "Dzintarjira". It consists of apr. 15 fishing

vessels and has 150 fishermen. These vessels are %Im trawlers, built in East Germany,
of 80 HP. A fishing vessel has 6-10 crew members. The average income of fishermen
is 800 rubles monthly. The catch consists mostly of cods.

Several new buildings for military purpose are under construction in Pavilosta.
Pavilesta is in the restricted area ( aizliegtd zona - in ILtv.). Mg jority ( of its
residents ) are Mongolians which are in military service., Bhere are no particular
military installations. It is permitted in this area, like elsewhere, to go to

the sea for fishing only for an eight hours sail from the shore. When| | 25X1
fishermen are encountered - no discussions with them take place.

If a fisherman takes for his own use even only one kilogram of cod - he is punished
up to 789 Euggis. If fish is cooked or fried during the fishing trip aboard the

boat, aAsga%ement about it had to be made. Usually there are three Russians aboard
each fishing boat., The fishermen have no vacations, no rest, except during stormy
weather..Vacation is given for the skipper and helmsman - around two weeks. Fisher-
men are not allowed to go to the church because in such case they are not permitted
to go to sea. Those who go to church are interrcgated and beaten

. lin the church of Pavilosta 25X1
| The pastor there is PURENIYS, Nevertheless the church is always

crowded by elgderly people. The church of Vecgale ( not far from Iiepaja ) is

closed,

A kolkhoz member in the kolkoz named after ﬁdanov in Pavilosta received 34 kopeks

for an output day ( izstrades diena - in Ltv,) and 300 grams of grain of very

inferior cuality in 1957. There are few Russians on the kolkhozes. All are fleeing

the kolkhozes. Kolkhoz members are staying alive by the lot of one half hectare

which is in their private use. In 1957 fishermen had to deliver ( to the State )

in Pavilosta from this private lot 30 kg meat, 50 eggs as the annual rate; further a

hide of one pig and 300 liters milk from cow. One is permitted to have one cow,

one young cattle. Until 1953 the tax for one cow had been here 400 - 500 rubles

( annualy ? ). Beginning with 1957 this tax is enforced again, discounting 25X1

the (previous’ four yearsy.

Some prices in this area:

Horse meat ( obtainable at all stores and considered as the basic food ) costs

8 rubles a kg; 1 kg cattle meat costs 12-14 rubles.

1 kg lamb costs 14-16 rubles; 1 kg fresh pork is 20-25 rubles but the same, smoked,
costs 35-38 rubles.

Sugar costs 9 rubles per kg ( one person gets half kg at one time ).

25X1

) i _ | One egg - one ruble.
Ready made suit costs 2000 - 2500 rubles and is very difficult to obtain,

Sandales ( men's ) - 30 rubles; 1500 persons are standing in the queue but it does
not reach for all of them. The a/m applies to Liepaja, Pavilosta, though a similar
picture is all over Latvia.

4 worker at the fish plant earns 12 rubles per day in average.

In Pavilosta and its further vieinity the mood of the latvians is gloomy. In secret
they are hmpimg putting their hopes on Germany - its reunion through war.

The Kolkhoz people are short of bred.

SECRET | =X
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Attr to 25X 1

The audibility of the VOA broadcasts is weak. After the death of Stalin the people

nevertheless are feeling more free. The letvians say: one devil fell (nospraga -

in Ltv,) - ten in its place !

About the Russians, who are arming so much and fortifying the shores of the Baltic

Sea, the Latvians are saying: a Russian is afraid of his own shit.

A1l over latvia the Communists are telling for years that all persons, who escaped
are handed mum® back to Soviet Union.[ ~ | they

allegedly are getting extradited..This frightens the people, especially the fisher- 25X1
men, to consider an escape.

Akmensrags ( 5650 N 2102 E ): 25X1
It is 10 km from Pavilosta (southwest of it Today there are 5000 Russians

settled here. Several coastal (gun batteries?; their definite number unknown
The woods are full with fortifications. Rocket bases are possible here. It is
a closed area for the civilians.

At Kolka ( northern tip of Kurzeme | |as well as in the Gulf of RiBa are 25X1
working those fishermen who are put in the category of the unreliables. They are
especially watched over.

Ventspils is & merchant harbor. Naval vessels are entering it, too, though ‘t the
town side ( left bank| | Former Yard of Customs ( Muitas dérzs - in Ltv.) 25X1
is crawled by Russien military.

General view:

The Latvians have not much hopes that the times will change. However, they still
hope.

From the deportations are coming back ( to latvia ) a great part of physical wrecks -
starved people who are not able to stay on their feet. Younger people have also
been observed among the returnees. The legionaires (of the latvian legion 25X
too, are coming back though in small numbers.

Mixed marriages are relatively many. Teenagers 15-18 yeamrs old are already

saturated with the Communist propaganda. i

The few ones who are enticed and come home from the free world, are sent to the
screening camps ( filtracijas nometnes - in Ltv,) in Soviet Union,

Arms from the German occupation time are still kept ( hidden ).

Robberies, even at daytime, are often occuring. At night the victims are robbed
with the help of a lasso which is thrown on the choosen subject from a fence or a
tree. Such crimes take place in Liepaja, Ventspils and other towns.

The old attributes of Stalin have not yet been removed. The people rumors that

many Russians are dissatisfied with the elimination of the old men of might:

Stalin, Molotov and others,

25X1

SEURE!

- 25X1
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25X1
Note: Attt to
The passports of all kolkhoz members are kept by the kolkhoz management and it is
not possible for them to move outside \ the kolkhoz) without permissions. For
the appearance outside the kolkhoz without documents there is the threat of punish-
ment and arrest.
Kolldvz members, who are working in the woods as lumbermfn, are receiving 6-7
rubles per day; have to wexk use their clothing and bred,
25X1

| There have been no substantial

changes in the Soviet system after the death of Stalin; dupes sre those who think
that the Communists have become better and that all has been improved. Chrushtchov's
speeches are only propaganda - in reality nothing has changed, mmk except the methods
of oppression which have changed.duif formerly there were mass arrests, now there

are indiviidual arrests and indivigual people disappe Qe -% .

the Tchekists, armed with Tommy guns ( maginpistole %ﬁgﬁ&i §3r§%ga§§1 gﬁgﬁg}xcgﬁgles
and arrested, telling that one is deported for 25 or 30 years to Siberia, ndl the
young people are asked forcibly to sign that they are going to cultivate the virgin
lands in the Far East for the lifetime or a shorter period. 1t is difficult to

evade ( from this ) since then one is considered as a State enemy. Thus the

order is the same, different are only the methods.

The conditions in Liepaja are pitiful. The lack of housing is great but, neverthe-
less, the conditions inf the cities are better than in the countryside where the

life is truly unbearsable.

There are many Russians in Liepaja - civilians and military - together with their
families. It is diffucult to estimate their number but they are in majority in
Liepaja.

There are only apr. ten private cars since all other cars are State property.

01d streetcars are used for the traffic in Liepaja and busses are used for the
traffic in the vicinity of Liepaja.

Thoselgx who have bee? returned from the deportations, are almost unable to secure

a job., The (former/ residents of lLiepaja are not permitted to return to Liepaja;

if somebody had succeeded in doing it, he has soon to leave it because of purely
political or even financial reasons.

Many of the re-deported persons are going back to Siberia, from where they got
released, since it is impossible for them to stay in the homeland,

Persons employed in fishery:

The general opinion is that the fishermen are better off because of the greater
rofit in this profession., The truth is that the Bolshevik State takes all

% the earning§) back and one has Xmfk not much money to buy something for himself.
According to the regulations, the State is allowed to take away only 55 % ( of

SEGRET 2%
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S SECRET Vi
the earnings ) and t emaivder, i.e. 45 %, should go to the fishermen. Actually

it isn't so - all has to be delivered to the State, i,e. to the fishing kolkhoz

25X1

"Bolsheviks" and then the fishermen get bonuses ( premija - in Ltv.) for each catch.

If the (planned) rate is not fulfilled then one gets punished despite the fact
that xk the weather had been bad and that there were no fishes.
The fishermen have no time of rest. As soon as they are back from the sail and

have delivered their catch, the brigadier ( brigadieris - in Ltv.} comes and orders

to go to the sea again since the delivery rate has to be fulfilled. The average
income of fishermen is 600 - 800 monthly but if it is going very well then one may

25X1

get 1500 ~ 2500 rubles a month - all depends of the catch and the weather conditions.

Moscow revoked the lottery tickets of the State loan and actually also
all the money people had invested in these obligations, hoping for the prize;
nobody hopes ever to regain the loss. It was stolen by announcing thet the lottery
of the prizes would not take place and that the obligations will be paid after
25 years, i.e. never.

The truth is that the fishermen have to work 24 hours without interruption,
Chairman of the fishing kolkhoz "Bolshevik" ( Bo}deviks - in Ltv.spelling ) is 4
Tpommunist, FRICKAUS | - a Latyian(47
Altogether there are apr. 45 - 50 fishing trawlers in Liepaja; assuming that
there are six men aboard one trawler, it makes apr. 300 fishermen - slaves who
are working night and day without any rest.| ‘

25X1

25X1

\ Several famil%qs share the same
‘room and many fishermen have only a bed ( gultas vieta - in Ltv./|

Of course, such life cannot go on fg;:longer time since one
has to live the whole time in very anti-sanitary conditigns.
The brigade-leader of the kolkhoz was { . BUSS

x

The catch was shared according to the regulations in the following manner:

the skipper got two parts of it, the motorist - 1,5 parts, the helmsman and

the master of the trawls - both 1,5 parts.

The yearly income of fisherman together with all the bonuses is considered to be
12,000 to 25,000 rubles; the average income of a worker on a well paid job is
12,000 rubles a year. The prices are the best witnesses as to the living possible
( with a/m income ):

Prices:
| SECRET
butter, 1 kg 27 "
margarine, 1 kg 12 " ‘
meat, beef, 1 kg 6-7 "
" pork, 1 kg 22 "
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smoked pork, 1 kg 25-30 rubles /&:;;1‘k"*/r¥’k"/ﬁj

potatoes, 1 kg 2=/, "

Depending on the season:

milk, 1 liter 2-/, rubles
flour, 1 kg 2-3 "
eggs, a piece 0,80-1,40 "

The usual income of a laborer is 600-~700 rubles monthly.

Mehs suit, ready made, of a better quality, costs 1200-2500 rubles. Very plain
material for men's suit costs 400 rubles a meter; 360 - 400 rubles a meter,

if better qu&lity’but it is impossible to get it as well as ready made suits of
better material.

Women's stockings - 30 rubles a pair; men's 5-12 rubles.

Men's shirt, common quality, silk - 100 rubles; plain cotton 70 - 80 rubles.
Met's shoes 260 - 400 rubles, according to quality but in general it is difficult
to get the footwear.

Women's shoes 300 - 500 rubles.

So much about the towns. - In the rural areas the conditions are much worse and are
getting worse every year. The working people have become old; the workers are
invalides and children. Now it has been arranged even so that the graduates of
secondary schools, who want to study XEEXMKIBOIXHY at some institution of higher
education are not admitted before they have been working for two years after their
graduation at some kolkhoz. Schools are attended from the age of seven and the
elementary school together with the secondary school kxkmx has altogether eleven
grades. On the other hand the Russians have to attend only ten grades, i.e.

they are graduating one year earlier.

In the countryside no building gets repair nor new ones are erected - all breaks
down and the harvest gets rotten on the field. It is the usual picture since the
Bolsheviks are ruling on the latvian soil., The ditches separating the fields have
been plowed under; the horses are slaughtered for meat and the fields are cultivated
by tractors which are insufficient in their numbexr.

The meadows are unkept and the grass is small. The cattle are starved - they to
are struggling for their survival.

Nor men neither animals can dream about a normal life. Nobody is interested in
anything since no one owns anything., The explodation of men is great and all are
overworked. Many houses are without roof and half-collapsed - in fact they are
not inhabitable but the people are forced to live even in such rooms since there
are no other ways. Newly erected buildings are provided only for the Party activi-
ties; nobody cares for the wellbeing of other people (non-Party members| |
There is a lack of all for the people to exist. Everybody is able only to get
with great pains something for his survival.

From the persons deprted ( to Russia ) mostly women and children are coming back
but all who are returned are sick, old - unable to work.

Once there existe’ in Riga the latvian Cuards( militery wnif{ | It w=s got
forged out ( taken apart ) and part of it was sent to the uncultivated lands of
Soviet Union., There were only Latvians in this guards. Otherwise the Latvians
are not put together during their military service and they are usually sent to
working - engineering units to very heavy work; the same applies to the Estonians

and Lithusnians. s P.RFT

\
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Liepaja and vicinity: A1t \ 25X1

The Harbor of Liepaja is very guarded by the coastal arptilery. The harbor can be
entered only with a pass ( caurlaide - in Ltv.); all boats before departing for
the see are very carefully inspected, even their water tanks (containers) and if
these show that the screws have been sxmmwemmt screwed or oiled then a checkup is
made and the tanks have to be opened. There is another method - an iron, resembling
an umorells which can be opened when inside, is being pushed into the tank and if
its branches are encountering resistance by something the tank has to be opened.
There are epr. 2,5 million i \bants in Latvia now - very many Red Armists,
Russian office workers with %relatives.

s i B 5640 N ) toward Pampali ( 2213 W 5633 N;
are to great extent devastated; they got destroyed 25X1

already during the war; several kdlometers wide, where now bushes are growing.
Forest fires, raging in the woods, don't get extinguished. There is still much
of wartime ammunition in the woods. The berry-pickers often encounter the
corpses of the soldiers.

Political observations:

The old-time Communists do not support the ejection of MOLOTOV & Co. from the
leadership. MOLOTOV is considered to be the closest co-worker of IENIN. The
happenings are viewed sceptically.

All the post-war years the people waited for the liberation | l

lB‘U.'b every year 25X1

the hopes became weaker. Now many have lost them and are taking the life as it is;
others consider it more sensible to coexist with the regime. Some are looking for
a membership of the CP in their disappointment in order to get better ahead in the
competition with the Russians.

During the first post-war years there were partisans in the woods, resistance
groups in the schools. Now nothing has been heard about such things.

The partisans got a promise of an amnesty, if surrendering voluntarly, in 194¢.

The first ones, who surrendered, were spared for some time, in order to entice the
remaining ones. Aftervards af,offense was found for everyone ( illegal possesion
of arms and the like ) which resulted in a 25 years sentence.

Russian flow to Latvia:

The Russians still are trying to get to Latvia which is considered the ;hé most

modern, Luropean country in Soviet Union., Russians, who are settled in latvie,

try to get their relatives there. It is possible for them wihthout difficulties

to get recistered ( get the permit to reside[::::giiﬁn Riga and Liepaja despite 25X1
the fact that those latvians, who have moved to these cities, cannot get registered
there., There are many intermartiages between the Russians and the latvians. There

are cases where the Russians are trying to get adjusted ( to the Latvian way of
life{::::::]- are learning latvian and are bringing up their children in Latvian. 25X1

Relationships to the Russians:

Now and then the Russians have shown an arrogant attitude toward the Latvians

¢ " ti Latish ! " ), There have been fiﬁht .. During the Stalin's regime a
severe punishment had to be expected fof the Russians or for any careless
word in general, Now the rigk is not as great; the people talks more freely.

T ) 25X1
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People listehs to the broadcasts of the VOA though the audibilitzkis poor. What

has been heard ( via these broadcasts ) is not permitted tojfass on further.

25X1

Latvians in Russia:

The ‘students of the trade sbhools (so-called labor reserve sbhools; darba rezervju

skola - in Ltv,) have to signe a pledge that they are going to work for two years

at a working place assigned Ly the State after they have learned their profession

though their training lasts sometimes for only six month or two years at the most.

During the first post-war years students were Emmplmwkmw choosen ®mm by force

with the assistence of the poli nce the conditions were very difficult. Many
students deserted| | Part of the graduates is sent to work 25X1
behind the Urals t¥ the new industrial centers to be erected., Part of them also

remains in the new residence since it is easier for the Latvians to get forward

in the Russian environment.

Fate of the deportees:

Two catflegories have to be distinguished: 1/ those, who have been punished and put
in forced labor camps, and 2/ those, who have been simply deported from Latvia to
some certain place and settled there, without being formmdly sentenced.

The first group consists of:

part of the deportees of 1941.; legionaires of the 19th (Latvian) Division, and
others accused for Smwimk hostile activities against the Soviet regime.

It is told that the second group contains many of the (latvian) farmers deported

in 1949. 'seen in Kazakhstan a Lithuanian village where the Lithuanian  25x1q
peasants have been settled .

Bhe punished ones as well as the exiled ( re-settled) now allegedly may come back

to Latvia freely. | 25X1
B | In the camps of the punished ones there are still persons who are
waiting for an amnesty in vain or whose applications have been rejected.

|
Among the farmers exiled in Russia there are some who have become "wealthy" (in
Russian standarts). |  |one such deported farmer who, before returning to 25X1
Latvia, sold his 1little house for 10.000 rubles and took with him food one ton
( this amount is said to be permitted to be removed ); is farmer hak been
admitted to the kolkhoz (in Latvia) and has got back hisAgousegbut not the other
buildings., There are known other cases, too, where the deported pessamts are
receiving back their dwelling house when returning home., But allegedly there are
also cases when the released person takes a look,amt recognizes that it will be

no life here, and goes back to his former place xile.
The released persons, who had been sentenced, /SometimeSNJuring their procegss got
to know the accusations against them and the names of the people who made these.

Now, when returning (to Latvia), they are proceeding agdinst their betrayers; several
such conflicts are known. 25X

CEMRET | S
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Latvian youngsters together with other nationalities.
Their transfer from Latvia had occured in a forcible manner though it was tried to
provide the victims with an aureol of a patriot and here. So, f.i. a youngster
had been sumuoned to the Committee of the Komsomol where he was told: The Party
has observed your poise and has selected you for the honorable task of the pioneer ,
of Communism - here you have your order and ticket.]
25X1

-

Liepaja:

"Sarkanais Metalurgs" (factory in liepaja) is working in shifts, remelting mainly
the scrap~-iron. However, transports of iron ore has been observed. Coal is coming
from Poland.

The sugar factories are pperating only during the season.

Foreign ships have not been observed in the Harbor of Liepaja; allegedly they are
sent to Riga and Ventspils since Liepaja is used as a military base. However, it
has been heard that | | merchant vessels, too, would eneter it. 25X1
There are few ncwly erected buildings in Liepaja. The largest new building is the
edifice of the Pedagogieal Institute at the Square of Roses ( Ro%u Laukums - in Ltv)
but it is told that its foundations are sinking and urgent repair work is needed

to avoid the collapse of this building., Similar troubles occur almost with every
new building. Even the standartized small family houses of fishermen, which are
sold on payments by installments, are of very poor quality.

There are in Liepajgalso laborers who have been sent from Russia folk a rest,

The number of the inhabitants ( of Iiepaja) is not known but apr. 60 % are told to
be Russians, many soldiers among them.

Goods:

| Imilk is almost always available in the city; sugar and flour is often 25X1
lacking - they are sold half kilogram to each buyer ( prices mentioned already before)
A1l the ware is of poor quality, f.i. the handle of the furniture comes off after

the first opening of door or drawer; the doors get bent when the wood is dried out

zuk etc. There a:e“%nly very expensive furniture in the stores since the artels

make more profit in manufacturing them to fulfill their plan. If sometimes there

appear cheaper ones then already before a list of the buyers has been made or people

are lined up ( at such stores ); majority remains with empty hands. Also for the

permit of automobile acquisition one has to wait for several years; the motorcycles

( cost apr.3500 rubles), too, are bought as soon as they appear by the Russians.

There are no public filling stations ( bencina tanks - in Ltv.) - how the private

car owners are getting fuel and what does it cost, 25X1

"]
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Military service: 25X1

The duration of the military service is three years (for infantry) - from the 18tk

to the 21st year of life. The registemiion is as follows:

the draftee receives apr. a half year before his enlistment a notice to get registered
If one does not take it in account immediately, another notice is served and simul-
taneously such xmxwmmmtxkx remainder comes also from the place of work. At the
registration the passport is taken away, replacing it by a certificate that one is
registered for the military service. Afterwards one is not allowed to change his
place of residence. Admittance ( for the military service ) takes place before a
special commission, consistin% of military, chekists and physicians. One gets deferred
only on the ground of health \ it is known that a natimality in Caucasus is considered
to be unreliable and therefore is not drafted; the same applied to the Estonians
first year after the war ). If the comm1ss1on is unable to decide oned health,

the draftee is sent to a hospital. Physicians are Latvians and Russians.

While the so-called "Division of Guards" (gvardu divizija - in Ltv.) was in Latvia,
there were more chances for the draftees to remain in latvia. This division ceased
to exist| | Latvians are sent to very far-away places, behind the
Urals.,

Orders are given in Russian; who does not know Russian
has to learn it immediately. There is no direct pressure dudltaﬁihéﬁggie!eaee—%uf
Ruqsian) but it is kmklwximg msking the service much more difficult.

There were several Russians\ | who never had had a contact with o5x4
the c1v1llzatlon, f.i. they had never seen a photo camera. The regulationgbf
Stalin's regime are still prevallent in the army. The 1955 order of ZHUKOV has
been intensified by four hours' training in columns ( of Prussian model. ) and has
not been revoked. No differences (arguments) between the Russians and other natio-
nalities have been observed. The highest officers are Russians but in the lower
ranks, mainly the lieutenants, might be other nationals, too. As officers are
trained perséns of highest education.

The salary of infantrymen is 30 rubles a month, of a tankist - 90 rubles. The
salary depends on the arm of the armed forces one is serving with.

The privates and the lower ranks get the same food, are having their meals %%gether
as well as are sleeping in the same rooms. The officers are billeted sepaﬁbtely
and get different food. ,

Military service is difficult; there are desertations; suicides and mmmisk nervous
disturbances are commonplace. Who returns from his leave two hours late is punished
as a deserter,

The regulations of the day are scheduled as follows:

25X1

0600 - raising, then o, !5 hours gymnastics and 0,5 hours personal hygiene; G ﬁnt&)
0700-0900 lectures or tralnlng,

0900 breakfest, then 0,5 hours political lecture;

1400 sxggp dinner, then training;

1600-1730 recess, then 2 hours training or lectures, then 1 hour cleansing of
weapons, then 1 hour free time;

2130 supper, then 1 hour for preparation;
2230 marching in units (with songs);
2300 bedtime.

Beside the usual half an hour a day, political lectures take place four more
hours weekly. s
Food is insufficient and there aae-always a feeling of hunger.

| | 25X1
On workdays one receives 600 grams on Sundays - 800 grams.

The military service was made more difficult kmex due to the cold climate. It was
usually 40 degrees (centigrades) below zero. SEGRET 25X1
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Service in the Red Army

25X1 |

The draft begins at the age of 18. The present lenght of service:
infantry, engineering units ( sapieri - in Itv.) ete. - 3 years;
technical units - artillery, air force, navy -~ 4 years.
Previously the service had been one year longer, i.e. 4 and 5 years.

In practice the lenght of the service is longer than the officially fixed one

also now. So, f,i. if the draft is on 12 January then this year does not count
since only a full ( calendar ) year counts in the service; thus usvally instead
of the three years one has to serve at least four years. Discharge tekes place
according to the political, economic and other circumstances, i.e. unaccurately,

The period of the newly draftees ( jaunkareivji - in Itv.) lasts, f.i. in the
engineering wmits ( sapieri - in Itv.) for one month during which one has to get
acquainted with the respective regulations ( reglaments - in Ltv.), the constitu-
tion and the short history of the Party. Trainings in firing is done with rifles
of the old type; the new weapons are unknown, and in general the weapons are
handed out only when assigned on guard duties.

The solemn pledge takes place in rooms decorated with banners etc. where everybody
has to swear his loyalty to the Red Army and the communistic homeland. The text of
the pledge - oath has to be known by heart but usually it is read from a sheet and
one has to put his sigrature in a special book of pledge. Those, who do not know
Russian, get the text of the pledge told and they have to repeat ir, The text of

the pledge contains a clause which requests to punish severly the giver of the pledge
in case of an offense.

The disecipline in the Red Army is very strict. All those in higher ranks have to
be saluted if even ten times in & short period of time, f.i. when the officers are
strolling. Nevertheless one dodges as far as possible to salute the noncoms.
Strict sentences follow every even so small offenge and usvally - if one complains
of unjust, undeserved sentence - a more severe one folows. The number of the
political commissers ( politruk - Br,) has been diminished: if formerly they were
even at the platoon level, now they are only at the batallions.

Uninterruptedly the unconquerability of the Red Army and the advantages of the
commmnistic homeland are emphasized by claiming that in the capitalistic countries
the masses are suffering from hunger etc. Among the Russians - Red Armists themsel-
ves the belief prevails that all progress comes only from the Russians and, with
few exceptions, they (Russians) are also told to be ready to fight for their "Great
Homeland", Their opinion| is not only onesided but in 25X1
general without much knowledge. However, there is great interest for the jazz |
music which they are readily listening to, especially from East Germany| | and 25X1
recently also from the Polich broadcasts. : ‘ B

The food in the army is bad and insufficientj usually one small bowl of pcrriage
(biezputra - in Ltv.), 800 geams tasteless [ hich often, in order to relieve  25X1
the hunger, is consumed at one meal; sugar - 35 grams daily - is served two pieces ) 5
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in the morning and 1,5 pieces at night with unpalatable tea. &= The monthly
rate of tobacco is 600 grams of ™machorka" ( special brand of tobacco which has
a sweet taste; made of inferior tobacco[:::::ﬁ;hich is smoked by wrapping it in 25X1
pieces of newspapers. Who has relatives, who can afford it, receives parcels to

improve his food; money, too , is sent. A soldier receives a monthly payment of

30 rubles; the subscription of the Krasnaya Zvezda , which costs 17 rubles for

three month, is deducted from this pay - the subscription is compulsory. During

the previous years each had to sign for at least 200 rubles of the State Loan

obligations which is not compulsory anymore lately.

The clothing: a shirt above the ftrousers, boots or leg-bands, a hat without the

small peg (pulkitis - Ltv.) and in the wintertime a heavy overcoat ( Sinelis - Ltv.).

The relatives are not receiving any relief in money during the draft but they are
enjoying sohe advantages in the matters of taxes and dues. The salary of the offi-
cers is good; their food and clothing much different in its quality ( from that of
the soldiers’

25X1

One gets leave after two years of service; one month at the most,. 1n o%der to get it
faster or beside the regular orders, it has been obtainegogg,s??gfawhgﬁ %%gguting

the guard duty one shoots and kills a civilian in the vicinity and claims that it
aproached the post and did not follow the warning given. No investigation takes place
in such case and the guily soldier ( the killer ) gets two weeks at libverty.

The barracks might been left only on Saturdays and Sundays, for not more than
four hours. In case of overdue a severe sentence is imposed - usually R days

in arrest with reduced meals which are insufficient also normally,and by limiting
the rest time ete.

The latvians are dispersed among various Red Army units outside the homeland;
however, a certajn number is serving in “atvia, too. In former years smaller units
were put up ﬂxxm/Xationalities which is not permitted anymore. It happened that

8 lLatvian unit, a platoon, was marching through the streets of Sevastopol in a showy
manner and singing the “atvian songs - it had pleased the local residents , creating
attention., Nextday this unit disappepared from the city - it was broken up in
separate individuals who were transfered to other regiments.

The main task at the engineering ( sapieru - Ltv.) regiment was to build the roads,
buildings etc. The organization and leadership of these works was weak - all tried
to dwell on the given assignement, work as long as possible, avoiding efforts.

Foe example - one is assigned to makef a phole of one meter in the wall where later

a pipe of five centimeters is inserted; he stays on this work for a week. The windows
and doors are often reconstructed several times without any necessdty because some

of the superiors did not like them at this side but his successor orders to put

them some half meter to the left. Though there exist blueprints, these are ignored

or changed.

o
g&bhET
25X1

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/01 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040000480001-4



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 29]_i4(_)§/_0j :_@IA-RDP80T00246A040000480001-4

' : 25X1
e General s : : : essentially after
the fall of Stalin. With very few exceptiqns\a%& the and
even Russians themselves were glad that Stalditwatoq hand,25x1

there were cases,for instance iw Rigs;thht Rubpibns wept of grief -thet Sta-
lin was dead,and went to his statue to moarn. Most of them were Party mem-
bers,but there were also plaim: Ruawsiahs who.d94d so.\Tatvians were gled but
did not dare openly to show their joy. Some of the Russian and evéhrLatvian
communist officials said that it was bad that there is a change in: the gover-
ment which might bring changes they did not like. There were open telks that
Stalin had been murdered, that lreshadi beeto ead: already for a long time and
only now the new government men announced it. On the whole the people'did
not show their real feeling,except for Party members who took thei®- stand
for or against the new government though not openly. There were medy Who
fear the change and would ld¥eltoihaye: everything as it was before,However,
the change came with the official Party announcement which was read everywhe:
without commentaries - in the Red Army,Party meetin%s,councils,coxmunist

cuth,kolchoses and sovs 8y, and factories, Eyerybody listened in silence,
%ﬁ*c"i\% Vig‘"‘plaih‘“th“a‘ %‘éﬁg}?‘g‘?ff"ig%‘ 1ike8'§}93f§ : é,-f‘ Z?';-“f,};.ci@l,;lyu?h:w&%ltscheve
policy was accepted,but there is a passive resistance. Chr.has promised many
things,no taxes for kolchose workers,more food and clothes,better living con-
ditions,but in reality the things are about the same,except some minor im-
provements for market goods and textiles. The living conditions in towns are
better than on the country side. On the country side it is almost & desparate
situation, The workers are mostly old geople and children., Young people try
to get to towns and leave the kolchoses and sovchoses. kvery year the har-
vest is left more and more on the field without anybody taking care of it.
People are disappointed and do not care about anything.They work sojmuch as
it is nepessary for their own living. The same can be said also about the
towns. The Latvian communist officials are completely subordinate to Russian:
who invade the country every year more and more. Latvians are compelled to
leave their country and go to the 'new lands' in Soviet empire as workers,
specialists and colonisers. Lately they are not deported but reguested to o
sign a paper that they leave with their own free will and for life-time.This
is as bad as the deportations were,even worse. It is possible to avoid but
it is difficult. Russians are almost in every Latvian town but less on the
country side. The Russians are both the army men and the civilians.The lgttes
try to take over all key positions in every way of life. X
Hungarian revolt wws known almost on the same day when it started.lhiscnews
was spread by those who listened to the broadcasts from abroad¥

_ there was a revolt in Hungary. General opinion
was that there will be a general war without any doubt,even Russians thought
80 and were very much upset and frightened. Latvians even silently hoped that
the hour of freedom was near and if the revolt had not ended so gqueckly it
had been possible that something would have happened even in the Baltic state
General disappointment after the Hungarian failure and that nobody ever hel-.
ped them has been very bitter indeed, The Communists renewed their oppressior
with greater effort than before and spoke in their meetings of the mighty
power of Russia and punishment which awaits those who dare to oppose them.
In spite of that people listen to foreigh broadcasts,especially BBC,less now
to VOA or FREur.,because they think it is not worse while to risk their head:
It is possible to listen to every broadcast but it is not allowed to tell
others,though in practice it is usually done. However, everybody is disap-
pointed with the present regime and expect changes which they think will
come from inside if the Russian big bosses will start to fight each other.
Economical situation and prices are about the same,PFor instance, aloaf 6f
bread cost 2-3 Rbl,butter kg - 27 Rbl, Margarin kg - 12 Rbl,Beaf - 6-7 Rbl.,
pork - 14 - 25 Rbl kg, bacon kg - 25-30 Rbl., rice kg - 7 Rbl.,corn - 2-3 Rb]
flour kg - 2-4 Rbl, Milk L liter - 2-4 Rbl,/in Summer cheaper in Winter deary
ogesegg - 0.80 Rbl - 1,40 Rbl.,potatoes kg - 2-4 Rbl.,grapes kg - 24 Rbl in
Latvia, in Russia /Sevastopol/ - 7 Rbl kg. However, the prices paid- to the
farmers-kolchose workers when they bring the stuff to the town and the of-
ficial Commercial shops buy them are completely different,Thus, for a k

pork the shops pay to the ¥armer only §FCRE$-¢. 50% of the p;ice theyaﬁ&

‘ - . \ 25X1
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“soldier's wages on the other hand, are 30 Rbl per month, of which sum he has

- start drinking too much. According to the segulations the state should| take

~name_the sum. they are willing to loan to the stateés)
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Nages per mohyh'for a worker are not large. A clerk earns 300 to 4co Rbl, a %‘

factory worker,according to the:type of work - 600~700-800~1000 Rbls. A o
fisherman is 'paid according to his catch plus a certain premium' - but even
his avarage income is betwedn 6oo to 800 Rbls per month, but if he is succes-!
sful,he might earn 1000-1500-2000-2500 Rbls per month. Thus it might happen
that with all premums and good catch a fisherman might earn per year c.25000
Rbls, but it is only on the paper.In practice his income,when all the dis-
counts are made and ldans toethe state paid are much less. A worker with a
good job in a factory might earn as much as 12000Rbl per year,but again he
never .gets-the whole some - there are always loans to the state,communist
organisations and other unexpected and regular discounts. An army officer
in the Red army has,according to the rank, 10o00Rbl to 3000 Rbl per month. A

g0t to pay to the state a loan for 200 Rbls per year and for prescribing the
official newspaper - 17 Rbls. For each'star'the officer gets loo Rbl more.

Prices of clothes: a man's suit - /good one/ 1200-2000-2500 Rbl, auvery simp]
quality,panufactured by Kuldiga textile factory,- 490 Rbl/pepper-salt/, |
¢Ioth / 1 m/ %60-400 Rbl a good quality,out it is almost impossible to get
cloth on the official market,neither a suit of a good quality; stockings -
30 Rbl.a pair, man's Socks - 5-12 Rbl per pair, man's shirs of Silk - Loo RD
man's shirt of cotton - 70-80 Rul, man's shoes - 26@—350-4001Ru1,according
to quality,but difficult to get, wowan's shoes - 300-500 Ruwl and evem more.
Railway tickets,buses,street-cars: Riga-Liepdja,single ticket cost 35 Rol. .
To go to Liepaja from any place a special permit is required which usually

is stamped in the passport.This is requested by the ticket seller before the
ticket is sold. A street-car in Liepdja cost 0.30 Rbl /? o0.20 Rbl/, a buss

to Grobipa from Liepaja cost single 1 Rbl. '

Fishing in Liepajatjt is a general opinion that the fishermen have the best‘ 

life,because they earn more than others do,however,the truth is that almost A
everything goes back to the state of what they have earned and the fisherman
himself has laft little money to get something better. A fisherman has to
work 24 hours and more without any rest at all and as soon-as he has come
back to the base with the catch he is immediately after the delivery reques-—,
ted to leave for the sea aggain. Thus the 1life becouwes unbearavle and people

55% of the catch and the fishermen could keep 45%,but_in reality it is dif-

ferent everything is given to the kolchose and the fisherman get a premium
according to the catch.There is always a certain norme fixed which,if not |
achieved,the fishermen are punished,irrespectively of the fact that weather
has been too bad for catching anything or if there were no fish. The whole

catech of the fish is handed over to the state,i.e. to the Fishing kolshose
"Bol3eviks" which is the only fishihg kolchose in Liepaja and is regarded agi
as a kolchose millionair. The Director of the kolchose is PFrickaus,a Latvia

, There are about 45 to 50 fishing trawlers in Liepaja which all are
in the kolchose. @n each trawler there are at least six men - captain,mate,

engineer/motor man/,the master of the trawl,and one or two hands. According

to the statutes of the kolchose the captain had two get 2 parts of the cateh
ypmate - 1.8, engineer - 1,5, trawl master — 1.5, and the rest 1.5 each,i.e,

of the whole 45% share which goes officially to the fishermen and plus pre-
miumsfbonus/. The brigadeer of the kolchose was a men called Busg, ’
_/The captain had

to pay yearly z for the state loan#lignghl Qf his income, the engineer -

1loo Rbl,the trawl master™ | "3 7oo to 800 Rbls,End of Sourse

) L ;
all these 'loans to the s§3ta™ Had t6 v dore 'voluntarily' i,e., if some
one declined to pay he ‘was threatened to be jhrown out of the work and even
arrested 'as an enemy of the state'., A group of the party men go to each

crew of the fishing trawlers with the brigadeer 3uSs and ask every one to

25X1
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Industry in Liepdaja is about the game as all these years it hag been, There
is a Tinned fish factory,it is actually the old one,but much expanded. How-
ever, it workes only during the fishing Season,and later ig closed,There are;
three shifts and altogether there are working about looo people,men and WO |
en. The raw fish is put on the ice and the fish is divided into three clag- |
3e3 - one,two and three. The 3rd class is almost rotten and-cannot be used !
and already on the fishing boats is in such g state as should be thrown away.
as there are no refregirators on the ordinary trawlers, However, there gra
two big so-called base ships which have cold” rooms and which come out to the
Sea to the fishing boats and fetch the catch,but it is not enough. The direc.

by name - Tschetverikov, the technical commander of the fleet is Russian - |

Schulgov, a captain, navy/; In Liepdja there is posted also the Chief of the !

tlantic shipping /éormerly he was the chief of the Liepija commercial fleet,

called Djaparadze, All,fish,at least over 80% which is caught in the Liepiaja

is sent to Russia,both salted and raw or as tinned fish, The boatg belong ‘

. to the MTgestations, which officially hire them to the fishing Aptels. Ac-

cording to the plan a@éhgfishing trawler should cateh 220 tong of fish per

' Zear,but this cannot always be done.However,there are some ships which have ;
uck and they catch even more, Th@m@cgmgjpgtrol boats on the gagy and at the

hand {

£
{ . :

i
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entrance into the harbour both fishing and War harbour. There are two big
ships,and about 20 swift boats. All the boats are armed with light and heavy
guns and with machine-guns and mines against the submarines, and torpedoes.
Genrally they come out when the weather conditions are bad. Such a patrol
boat comes straght to the fishing trawler with all guns ready to shoot,then
three of the crew of the patrol boat,armed with light machine-guns come on
board the fishing trawler and check first thing the comapass and then the
maps and documents,whether the fishermen are in the appointed square or not
Each time a boat leaves\ \thcre is a strong control af‘cer-zsx1
words and surveillance is increased. This was so after the last two flights
from Liepaja and now the MGB men check every boat before it leaves. To check
the water tanks /as it was the last boat where the men had hidden themselves,
the Russians have invented a special instrument which looks like an umbrella
without cover. They put this thing through a hole into the tunk and then
spread it like an umbrella would do.In the case it touches something and can-
mot be opened,the Russians order to open the tank., They even are so suspici-
ous now tha if they see that the nuts of the screws are greased, they take ti
the whole boat for control. Those who have lived with the escapees usually
arrest and accuse as participants,even send them away or put into prison,
relatives and acquaintances undergo & scrupulous investigation and are puni-
/1shed. The newcomers Russians are put on completely new fishing trawlers

although they have not the slightest idea about fishing.lLatvians,though have
been fishing for years do not get new boats. The Hussiw.s worive with all
families and try to press out Latvians and therefore there is a constant
eud. The Russians have precedence every where,thus for instance,latviaas
Jare not registered as newcomers neither in Riga nor Liepaja,the Russians,on
' the other hand are gegistered inspite of the housing shortage. In Liepdja
’ there is still the old Sugar fuactory, the Metal factory 'Sarkanais Metallumgd
j and & couple of other smaller iron works. Also the coast line is guarded
' and there are heavy gun positions close at the entrance of the harbour and
every evening the coast line is closed for all kind of traffic and harrowa.
There are also flood-lights from Liepaja to Klaipéda,making the sea as light
as in day-time. The coast guards have a certain assigned space which they
have to watch and they go in pairs on this space,one pair from one end the
other from the other end and meet in the middle,
Schools. Children attend the sbhool when 7 year-old. The elementary school
has seven classes and the secondary school four classes,so that it takes
eleven years to go through school.The Russians go only 10 years. After the
children have gone through the secondary school and if they like to study
at the university or a higher institution, they have to go and work on a
kolchose for two years,and only then they are allowed to continue at the 25X1
university or other higher school.
The train Riga-Sevagtopol cost,single, 300 Rbls.

|

Deprtees return home when they are completely exhausted and unable to
J@;x:EEEEfE? them return back to Siberia again,|

T 25X1
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Once
there was a lLatvian guard in Riga,but it was disformed and both officers and
soldiers were sent to Far East or other parts of the Soviet Union but separa
tely. This was the only Latvian unit which still continued to exist after
the war,but did not last long. There is no Latvian army. # soldier has np
passport,but if he goes home, he gets a gpecial permit.Besides there is the
so-called"Soldier's or Service Bobklet"., | the war-har
bour in Liepaja there were two ships standing - Maxim Gorkij and Ordzinikidz
The officers' and soldiers' wages were mentioned already before. To this 25X1
must be added,however, that the officers were free to eat at home,especially
those who were as regulars in the army and lived with their families. Some
of the officers ate in the mess and got the same portion as the soldier and
boo gr machorka and 3 boxes of matches,both for soldiers and officers alike.
owever,the portions to the regular officers were handed over 'in hand'while
he soldiers had to sit at the table the food was put on the table and they
hemselves had to divide,it, for instance bread. Thus it hap_ened that some
id not get anything at all and some too much. A lieutenant got an additiondl
co Rbls for each 'star'. Soldier's clothes consist of: One greenish blouse
Aissued for 6 months, of the same colour trousers /galifeiki/,canvas giydle,
/@ pair of shoes of canvas with rubber soles for 8 months, leg-bands for a
|year, 2 pairs for summer and 2 paim for winter, & uniform coat of camels wool
warm for 3 years, a short jacket called 'buschlatt'/puffaika/ rfor 3 years,
& cap/winter/with special ear coverers, for 2 years, the 'boat'summer bap
| for a season,usually was completely torn and ragged at the end of'summer.25x3

| |
: ~ /In a bata¥lion ther.were3o0o0-400 men,from all 25X1
nationalities,but all W@ t0 speak Russian.]

[ There are very few civilians
left in the Crimea and Sevastopol after the war. Almost all inhabitants are
soldiers and officers and army people with their fumilies., In Sevastopol

the torpedoes are examined, all kind of torpedoes. The harbour is rebuilt
and fortified,new roads are built. It hap,ened once that in one unit there
were together only Latvians. Once they went through the streets of Sevasto-
pol and sang Latvian songs.People crowded around them aad there was quite

an excitement as they sang in Latvian and a foreign language sung openly on
the street in Soviet is not a customary thing. After this accident the unit
was deformed and from that time there are never then two or three Latvians
in a unit,generally one. If a man is called up in the army and it happens
that he is not taken in December but say eight days in the January next year
that year is not anymore counted as served thus the official serving time

in infantry is 3 years and 8 moths. One year is stolen by the state, and the
soldier is cheated, In tank divisions - 3 years /the same thing about calling
in,and therefore the time is longer/, the sailors or as they are called the
sea infantry - 4 years and longer, the flyers - 4 to 5 years. During the

25X1—

I
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days 5.30 a.m. on Sundays 6,30 aﬂm;/aBrgaifast congisted on all days of: i
300 gr.black bread,porridge 240 gr /one ladle/ and saouce /oil of sun-seads/
or earth-nut oil, 20 gr sugar, a cup of tea. Lunch - /12 to 1 o'clock/,bread-
black,300 gr, soup- one plate,/c- one liter/,porridge /corn,buck-wheat,which
was rather good, or prosa - bad, or of potatoes, or grain/,and souce.

The registration and calling up in the Red army is carried out in the fol-
lowing way: the young man liable to serve gets an order a half a year before)
the mobilisation day to register himslef.If the young man disobeys the first
order there is sent another and to this is attached also ans order from the
Cadre section of his employment place, When the registration takes placéd the
young man has to hand in his passport to the mobilisation commission and gets
a paper of regigtration which from now on is his personal document telling
that he has been registered for service.After this proceedure the yong man
in question is not allowed to change his address,i.e. to leave hig present
room or flat., On the calling-up day he has to come before a gpecial War
commission which consists of military men,MGB men,doctors, A young man is ;
freed from the service only on the ground of bad health,not otherwise, It ig|
also known that some peoples in the Kaukasus are not called for military i
service on the grounds that they are unreliable.The same thing was about
Estonians during the first time of the Soviet occupation after the war. If,

~ that the disciplin must be stricter now in the army and fwom that time a 25X1|

‘For the ranks of the officers are selected persons with higher educations.

however,the war commission is not able to judge the health of the young man,
he is sent to a hospital for examination.The doctors can be both Latvians
and Russians. As long as there was in Riga,latvia the Latvian Division it
was possible to serve there and thus remain i “4"§x;ggng$wm@;§mg;x;g;gg%ﬁgs
disformed | | Now the Latvians are sent to far-off parts of the S0-25X1
viet Union, for instance, behind the Ural mountaing.,| ‘

Tloey
commanding language was Russian and those who did not know it had to learné§§$

it without farther delay., There were no special punishment for not knowing
Russian, but the whole service became miuch more difficult., ‘
there had been several Russians who had never had in their Iifetime any kind |
of connections wfth civilised people and had for instance never seen g cameré]
before, The Regulations in the Red army are the same as they were during the
Stalind time, In 1955 an order was read | |issued by Zhukov |

4 hour marching daily was introduced, according to Prussian fashion, Ther ez5X1
were no alarming signs of differenced | ' between the serving Russiar
and other nationalities., All the higher officers are exclusively Russians
but lower ranks, such as a lieutenant,could be also af anothar nationality.

The infantery men have a sallary each %0 Rbl per month but this vary and
depends upon the type of arms,for instance, the sodiers in the tank division
got 90 Rbl per month. The soldiers and the lower ranks get the same food,eat |
together,and sleep in the same rooms. The officers get better food,sleep in
separate, rooms,and live separately. The service is very difficult and there
are cases when geqple desert, commit suicide,or get a break down /mental/. A
2ag 2 soldier who comes 2 hours late from a leave gomes before military court
and is punished like a dFserter wSECRET The plan of the day is as %oXlows:
- oo | - 7= S 25X1
| ;
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6 a.m, all get up, then follows 1/2 an hour of exercise, 1/2 an hour to make
the ved and washgi] between 7 and 9 o'clock a.m. lectures or military — 25X1

exercises, breakfast 9 o'clock, then 1/2 an hour politieal lecture,then mi-
litary exercise, 2 o'clock p.m. lunch,then military exercise, between 4 and
530 p.m. the afternoon rest,then 2 hours of military exercise or lectures,
then 1 hour to clean the weapons, then 1 hour for personal needs, 9,30 p.m.
the dinner is served,then 1 hour free, and then the evening control, lo.3opm!
a promenade in a closed unit with singing, 11 p.m. all g0 to bed, The poli- |
tical lectures besides the daily 1/2 an hour lecture are 4 hourg in week,

- 25X1
On
- workdays 6oo gr bread,on Sundays 8co gr. The service was difficult
because the cold was immense -40°C as a rule. )
Political situation: The 0ld communists did not like the fact that Molotov
and other big bosses from the Stalin time wera thrown out., Molotov was con-
sidered as one 0f the 0ld communists of Lenin time. The change is taken very.
sceptically. The whole Soviet Union during the years after the last war ex-
pected that a help will come from outside and they will be freed from the
communism, The people talked of help|

[ However, with every yeg# that : 25X1
past the hope died. Now people have lost all hope and accept the life as it \

is and many think it is better to make good terms with the ruling bossegs. ;

Some now have bitterly tumned from - 29X
their o1d ideas and seek the way to the communist party in order to get a
better part out of the miserable life in the competition with the Russian
oppressors,During the first years after the war there were resistance move- ;
ments in the woods and among the students and pupils in the schools.Now thewe
is nothing left of these movements and nobody has heard anything of their '
existence. In 1949 the Soviets issued a decree promising that all guerillas |
who will give up fighting and hand over their arms will be spared.Some of thy
first who obeyed this decreae were for some time spared, just to show to the |
others that they lived and to get more out of the woods.Some time later,how-
ever, all those who had deliberately come out of the woods were punished }
and accused of hiding arms,etc. and got a sentence to 25 years deportation |
to Siberia and in concentration camps. : ' _ : - v
Russians and Latvians do not like each other. Russians still continue to comt
to Latvia as it is regarded as one of the most Buropean and modern countries.
in the whole Soviet Russia, Russians,who have settled in Latvia try to get
their relatives there, They are registered in both Riga and Liepdja without |
any ceremony at all,while Latvians are not accepted. There are more and more.
mixed marriages - Russians and Latvians. There are even caseés when the Rug— |
sians try to adapt themselves,learn Latvian language and teach it to their
children. The relations between Latvians and Russians are not good. The Rus-
sians envy Latvians and show it Dby saying 'ti latisch', Fighting hetween
Russians and Latvians is guite frequent.During the Stalin time it was danger:
ous to say something bad about the Russians as than one could expect a sever]
punishment.Now the risk is not so great but still exists,however,people speal
now more freely, People listen to the VOA,but not so much as they used to do
especially after the failure of the Hungarian revolt nobody wants to hear it
It is also difficult to hear it because of disturbances. One who has listene
to it is in danger if he tells what he has heard., The pupils of the Trade
and Technical schools are compelled to sign a paper that after they have {
finished the school they will volunteercto work for two years in a place tha-
the state will appoint. The school time however lasts only,on some occasions,
6 momihs and at longest 2 years. During the first years after the war the :
the pupils for these schools were gathered by help of militia and- NXVD,
because nobody wanted to go there as the conditions were unbearable. Many

deserted Some of the pupils who finigh the school 25X1
are sent behind the Ural moountains to the new industrial centres there,
Likewise to the Soviet are sent all those who have taken university and
Qther higher degrees. Some of thes@REREYed remain in their new places and |
0 not reéturn back as it is easie i here andefompeté,with L 25X1
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- the Russians. The fate of the deportees. All deported can be divided roughly
into two main groups or categories: 1/Those who were punished and sent to
concentration camps for life or for certain space of time.To this group be- -
long the depor#ed of 1941, the Legionarees of the Latvian 19th divigion and
all those who were accused of working against the Soviet communist state. ¢
2/those who were deported to inside of the Soviet empire for settlement and '
had never been tried in a court or accused of anti-communist activity.lo thii
group belong the farmers who were deported in 1949 mass deportation to Soviet

saw in Kazakstan a village where there were only Lithuanian depor- 25X1
tees - farmers. Both those who were punished and the deported have right,if

~they have got the amnesty,to return home.] ‘
| . . . The — o5x1
concentration camps are still overcrowded and there are a 1ot of people still
waiting for amnesty or those whose petitions have been refused.

| Some of the deported farmers have had luck in Siberi: ‘25X1

and they have even managed to mve some property and in Russian eyes are rich,
Thus one of the deported,when he got the amnesty,on returning home to Latvia
from Soviet he sold there his little house for lo,000 Rbls and on returning
home he was accepted in the kolchose and got back his former living house,
but not the other buildings. From Siberia he had taken with him also all kin
. of products he had saved about 1 tonn /this is the weight permitted to be
transported by railway by a private person/. There have been also some other
i cases when the deported on returning home request back their houses and got
- them,but these cases are not frequent. On the other hand there are cases '
when the deported man arrives home and on finding that the circumstances ar=
‘against him,returns back to Siberia from where he had come., Some of the ac-
cised and punished people have got knowledge of the persons who have denain-
ced them during the court procedure and on teturning home after the years
in the concestration camp they now turn against these persons-traitors.

[,

25X1

in the steppe. The soil]  Jfis very frait#ul and the first
harvest has been very good.Nobody can tell what will happen later when the
land will be exploited. The young men who had been sent out there lived in
very primitive conditions., In spite of the fact that they had already lived
there for a year they still lived in Xkmra tents,both in summer &nd winter,
there were only a few buildings built. Besides the Latvian youth there have
been also young men and women from other nati éns. The Latvians were sent ‘ '
by force though the newspapers at that time wrote of volunteering = 25X1
and called them as heroes and patriots -~ they are too deportees. When they :
were sent out they each were called to the Committee of the Communist Youth |
in Latvia where the secretary said:"The Party has watched you for some time
and has found that your behaviour has been excellent and therefore has given
you an honourable appointment - to be a communist pioneer.Here is your order
and here the ticket." This was how they wolunteered to 3iberia,not what you
read in newspapers. one|  |fled back to Latvia leaving behinc
him all his papers ,therefore he has no possibility to register himself of- - 25X1
ficially in Latvia. The only way out of this is to get into a kolchose. In '
Liepaja there is the iron factory 'Sarkanais Metwlupgs' which works inthree
shifts and melts the scrap-iron. However, even iron oar has been geen.The
coal comes from Foland.The Liepaja Sugar factory works only during the seasor -
g Foreign ships do not come to the Liepaja harbour but go to Riga or Ventspils
5 because ILhepija is a military base. There are some rumours however that beg-
inning with xk#sx the next summer it will be opened also to foreign ships.
Bhere are very few new building in Liepdja,the largest new building was the
Pedagogical institute on the RoZu/roses/square,but the foundations of the
building are sinking and the building is in need of urgent repair,otherwise
it will turn round.The same thing happens almost with wvery new building.
There are standardised fishing houg;Ecﬁ@Eﬂron part payment to fishermen,but

| T 9= 21
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they are of bad quality. In Liepdaja there are the Russians who have come hert
on recreation purposes. The number of inhabitants are not known but it is

" egtimated that 60% of them are Russians,many soldiers. The goods and vistuals .

Bread and milk one car get always,but sugar and flour #Zim short and these
commodities are sold only L/2 kg to a buyer. All the commodities are of bad
quality. Thus for instance,the furniture is also badly made,handles fall off
the doors twist,etc. The shops keep only very expensive furniture for it is
convenient for the Artels to produce the more expensive things in order to
fullfil the plan. The cheap fumniture,if available,is quickly solt and one
must enlist for it. To by a car a special permit is neccessary and one has .
to wait for several years to get it,also for motor bycicles/price 35dd Rbls/

These are bought by Russians and latvians do not get a chance. There are no
private gasoline stations.

15354 kn from Liepaja in direction of Ventspils and once theFs
o- inhabitants.Today there are 1500 and most of them Russians, R
. naval bage. Itis difficult to tell how many inhabitants there

D ybut it ' ig-estimatedthat: two.third of, then awe Rugsians,and.....
the largest part are in military uniforms. Liepaja is regarded as a fortifie
town.Those who do not live in the town bz itg jurisdiction,have to get a !
special permit to visit it from the militia.There are no new buildings,excep
the television masts and a government house in the centre.There are church |
gervices in the churches which were not destroyed during the war,for instanc
in theAnna Church.The services are open and not disturbed but fishermen and
the communist youth are not allowed.to attned them, Tosmare - Naval Port is
forbidden to the civiliahs\gnd the surrounding woods are full with amunition
In this port there is the war-of-man'Tschkalov'/with two chimies/, is prob-
'ably a cruiser, and anotner ship of 'Tschkalov' type. Even the ships 'The
Commune of Paris' and 'Kirov' has been seen. There are many swift boats,

{ though Russians say officially that the swift boat base is in K®nigsberg.
The entrances Northern and Southern are closed for traffic in the port.All
 the ships go through the Central gate of the harbour.From 9 p.m. to 4 a.m

'} the harbour is closed for all sort of traffic. About lo submarines have been
:fseen in the harbour. & new dry dock has been built in the Waval Port,now |
|l there are two dry docks.In each of these docks can be placed two or three

i

{iships about 150 m long,one of the docks is 200 m.long. The Liepdja harbour |
¥is not opened for the commercial ships,only on special occasions, the port

' rol boats,swifts Boats and smaller naval units. In Liepaja thers are about
40 fishing trawlers and to fishing boats, and a Tinned fish factory.There {
‘are only two public telephones in Liepaja and no telephone catalogues.Betwee:
.Grobiga and the Liepdja sea/inland-sea/ there is an aerodrome with modern .
*tplanes,redriven and rockets in large numbers. If one observes carefully how |
‘the planes come up into the air than it can be Seen that fhey are shot out
possibly like from~a-¢atapult with a detonation. el
} “Trhe documents are controlled on Liepdjz=Klaipeéda and Liepdja-Ventgpils
‘roads. A1l the Liepdaja coast lige down to Klaipéda is fortified.In Klaipeda

are the headquarters of the Prontier Guards. The sea-side is every day harrot
‘wed so as to enable the guards to see if som have tried to land or escape.

All over the place on the coast there SE€REes which are connected with !
rockets,a whole system,and ' explode,an%u}uminate

o

1
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the same time and meet, The State Fighing Headqaarﬁers'are ;n the so—cal}ed
Blue wonder in Liepaja, Seven km from Liepaja in the direction to Ventspils

;thare is a heavy-gun coastal battery for shooting at the sea.

Civilians are allowed to visit a little section of the Liepdaja coast line

and then only on appointed hours,bven in Pavilosta it is very strict.An old |

fisherman had once early in the morning gone out on the coast to collect the
sea-dung and was immediately taken prisoner by the geast guards,examined

~severely,beaten and accused of trying to|
a fishing kolchose 'Dzintarjiya' snd there are 15 fishing trawlers and about

150 fishermen with hands. These trawlers were built in East Germany and have|

an engin power of 80 HP., On one such trawler there are 6 to 10 people, A
fisherman earns about /in avagage/ 800 Rbls per month. Cod is the figh which
is most caught. In Pavilosta there are several new buildings built for mili-
tary purppses. and even the Pavilosta is in the forbidden zone.Most of the
Red armista are Mongolians. No special military equipment has been saen.Like
in other places even from this harbour the fishermen are allowed to go out -
in the sea not farther than eight hours voyage from the coast.

S 1T a man takes for nis own neeggan;y;nggﬁgéx1
¢od which he has zARNARE caught,he has to pay fine up to 700 Rbls.If the

fish is cooked or gstaked on the trawler during the fishing time a protocol
must be written which describe why it was done. Genrally on each trawler
there are three Russians.The fishermen have no rest whatever,except when
there is storm. Officially there is a holiday for the captain and the mate

each two weeks, If g fisherman visits.a charch gervice he is thrown out of |

his work and even beaten and punished. . himself experienced it.He had

_‘1§§§”8hristmas‘ﬁggﬁﬁggrqwith his mother Visited the church service where
f - ., the church-had been full with 0ld people. On +the I

nexv-uwy~after the service he had bean beaten by other fishermen., THe Vecozl’
Church,not far from Lhepija is closed. In a kolchose called 'Zdanov' in
Pavilosta in 1957 a worker received 0.34 Rbls and 300 gr of grain for a work
day.The grain was full with chaff. There are very few Russians in Kolchoses‘
and everybody tries to get away from them,if only possible, The life of g
kolchose worker depends upon what he can get out of his L/2 hectare land
which is regarded as his property. In 1957 the fisherman in Pavilosta had to
give %to the state from their private plots 30 kg meat,50 eggs - a yearly ﬂ
tax for the state. Qne pig-skin,300 liter milk of ane cow. It is allowed to
keep one cow, a calf, a pig. There is however a tax on the cow and until

tax was again renewed in 1957; except for last four yeara/1b55_1956/,

The prices are as follows: Horse meat /can be purchased in all shops and is |
regarded as a basic food/ kg - 8Rbl, 1 kg cattle meat - 12-14 Rb1l,1 kg mutto
14-16Rbl, 1 kg fresh pork- 20-25 Rbl, 1 kg smoked pork -35-38 RBl, Sugar lig
9 Rbl fonly 1/2 kg can be purchased/, 1 kg black bread — 1.2¢ Rbl, A loag
Of white bread 2nd class - 2.80 Rbl, the first clsss is not available, one
egg - L Rbl, A man's suit,ready made,cost 2000 to 2500 Rbls and it is almost
imposgible to get such a suit; man's sandals -30 Rbl a pair. ‘there are such
queueg}isometimes up to 1500 people, that it is a plain luck if ona gets
something, This is in Liepdjabut it is characteristic also to Pavilosta angd
in other psrts of Latvia. In the Tinned fish factory a worker gets 12 Rvls
per day. The gpirit of Latvians around Pavilosta and nearby districts is
very depressing and people now hope that it will be Germany which will free
them from the communist glavery. They have no illusions anymore concerning
the English ana Americans,especially after the failure in Hungzmy, There is
no bread on.the kolchoses or wery little. People hear the VOA very badly and
listen to it less aqd less. After Stalin's death people feel more free than
before,however,the Latvians and even Russians say:"One devil died but thers

s

came. ten ingtead". There is also a saying about Russians who fortify the
coastline that they even fear from thair. own dung. All the party members
RS ffﬁdﬁ?Fﬂ‘ >
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ards. During the night time all the coast line un?ll Klalpeda is
%Zgrwith flooglights gnd guards patrol the coast going in both directions at!

In Pavilosta there is|
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tell all the time that people who fled] 'were handed out to the So-
viets, also that the] | have handed out thou-
sands of the refugees who came| | after the war. a4s a consequence of

this people fear to flee and beuvter suffer and stay behind. Ther< are about
5000 Russians settled in the Akmegrags , about 10 km from Pavilosta. There
are also several coast batteries and fortificwutions in the nearby forests.
It is also poggible that there are rocket bases, The civilians are not per-
mitled there. In the Riga Bay und near the Horn Kolka are the fishermean who
were regerde as unreliable and they are carefully watched. Ventspils is a
commercial harbour but even naval ships arrive wnd stay on the side of the
town. The former Customs park is full with soldiers.

Genral opinion is now that nothing will change for a long time,however,
there are gtill hope left. Tnose who come home from the deportations are
completely broken. Even some of the younger have returned and a couple of
former legionarees.There are quite a lot of mixed marriages. Ioungster 15-
to 18 year o0ld are already educated in the spirit of communism, and do not
believe in | | Those who return are sent to filtration
camps in Soviet Russia and if they return after a couple of months they are
in such a state that they have no where to gog no work,and nobody accepts 25X1
them. There are some weapons stored from the war time. People are robbed on
broad daylight. In nights the robbers throw a lasso on their victim from a
tree or a fence, Lthis has happened in Ventspils,Liepaja and also other pla—‘
ces, The statues of Stalin are still in some places and some of the communis:
do not like the new order at all,especially the removal of Molotov Malenkoh,,
etc. The people in a kolchose cannot move frcely as their pasoports are
with the managers of the kolchose.lf someone is caught wikhout the limits of:
the kolchose and without proper documents he is arrested,examined and puni- |
shed.Those kolchose workers who earn their living as woodcutters, get 6-7 Rm
per day with their own bread and work clothes.
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