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GENERAL CONDITIONS IN_LATVIA_FROM SUMMER 1955 TO OCTOBER 1956

» Although the population of Riga is usually given by official Soviet

sources as 500 000, 1t is actua.lly about l OOO OOO. This assertion is

based on statements of hlgh officials of the Latvian Ministry of State

7 ,ontrol, and on calculations of the Publlc Educatlon Offlce of the Riga

" City Administration., At~ least half of ‘the residents of Riga, including
_ at most about
- military, are of-Russian-origins- -Latvians comprise smsmeestewsmms 30 per dent

.,aof the population of Riga. . the number of Latvians.in o5y

Latvia as somewhat over 1,000,000,

a.nd may perha.ps be too low. Most of the Russians are in RJ.ga. and other

large cities, such as Daugavpils, where a considerable number of Russians
Ana
lived even before the Soviet occupation of Latvia, ALiepa,ja, Ventspils, and

"Jelgava. In rural areas, the number of Rmssian residents is infinitesimal;
~they are found #nly in the Machine=tractor stations; as well as in leading
positions in-kolkhozy-and-Soviet enterprises, - A deliberate cdlonizg.t_ion

of the country with Russians is not apparent as yet. The unusually large

increase in Russ1ans 1n the cities is perhaps less a coloru.zatlon measure

than a result of the rapid industrialization of the country. In Estonla,

the number of Russians is noticeably smaller than in Latvia, Actua.lly,

;riiy Tallinn and the oil shale area have a lot of Russians. Russians are

seldom encountered in the smaller cities., NoO Russians were observed
-.—&n-Viljandi--and Valga-during-visits-to-those cities,—On- the other hand,

the ndmber of Russians in Lithuania is considerably higher than in Latvia,

gj R Concerm.ng relatlons beteen La.tv1ans and Russiand, it is difficult

el r%ram oneself from saylng that relatiomsm are hostlle. Even after 12

years of Sov1et occupatn.om, no tolerable cohabltat.ion has come about.

he Latvians consider the Russians as :mtruders, every ; individual Russian,

ven when he doesn't belong - th the ruling class. Even with little chil-

riren this antagonism shows up, even in families where the relationship to

he. Russians, for understandable_reasons, is _never mentioned in conversa-

1I,10n. The Russians consider themselves 2 master race, and behave accord-

S

ingly——partmcularly the ord:mary classesa are arrogant and J.nsultlng.

(ONF iDENﬁ ATPeaI‘S that &£h# relations- between fxationa.lieles also dlsturbé the 25x1
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aut.hor:.tles now. There are :.nd:.catlons that %p Russ:.ans :m high pos::.tions
T T T T T T T 25X1
are attempting to suppress nationalism among the masses and to hald down fur-

ther penetratlon of Russ:.an elemtnts to the country. ‘

‘ 4in 1956 a decree was issued to the effect t2h5a)1z1

“|in entrance exambnations for the institute, immigrants from other republics

would be given-as-much difficulty--as-possible-in their attempts to enter the
institute, There are rumors that it is forbidden to register newly immigrated
Russia.ns with the Riga police. It should be noted that the registration with

the police is not taken very seriously , and :Lt is sa:.d that there are ma.ny

res:Ldents of Riga who have not been reglstered. Rumors say that there are

Jabout a million people in Moscow whe are not feg:.stered. There are also

lattenpts to meet the Latvians halfwgy as far as langugge is concerned. Latvian
officially- takes- precerence -over Russian,-but-in-actual practice it's a dif-

iferent matter. Without knowledge. of _Russian, a _person can accomplish nothing
generally
in deallng w:Lth officials, as the Russians running the of fices/understand no

La.tvian. There is an order that Russians employed in Latvia must learn Latv:x.a.n

T zﬁ' [ T T T o
but thls order is simply s by the Russians. Petitions and requests

7 nméy be sent to governmentai agenc:Les in Latvian, e’nen in Moscow a.nd other

Soviet cities, without objection, but tjye answers are always in Russian,

POPULAR SENTIMENT, RESISTENCE

I o S —— e -~ belief -
The Latv:Lan segment of the pupulation of 1Jat;vzl.a. lives in the hmpm= that

TNiberation from the S_ov:.et yoke will come about some day. Only this hope

,.,makes the -despair of the pre{sent bearable, im'.,‘ a Zn&q@z;gsignation is

A
now making itself . 2 . The ,,years,pass_a.nd—,rnothlng-f-happens to nourish the

_jhope for liberation. In addition, there is the clever Soviet propaganda.

One is certa:.n that thls propaganda is a bunch of lles, but a.fter constant

rr/)

reworklng of the same themss, somethlng alwaysmm in m head) /{o there
is now a not.;;eabl-e dw:Lnle.ng of falth in Western ass:.sta.nce. One gradually
Tlloses the belief "thit'tjﬁeﬂﬁee world will make some move or at least help
Latvia free itself from the Soviet yoke, " To some extent, this is a result of
Soviet -propaganda, -whi.ch-presented-the events-in East Berlin in 1953 and Pox
nan in 1956 so that it .@peared that the Western Powwrs, especially the US,
'qu‘ ,:Lm.tla. . n left the insurgents i in the lurch,

\
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Such stories are believeti) M is _r}ot conducive to fixing confidence in

v S

the Western Powers, ‘an increase in such feeling ames is
to-be-expected LT, T T 25X
%n Latvia after the events in Hungar;ﬂ Latnan%}tterly

|assert that the Western Powers use military means when the:Lr economic interest

[are involved, but content themselves with expressions of sympathy when it is
ta-matter-of-the-struggke—for-freedom—of—a— people;————————= — = = -
7 ___.__The decreased confidence_in_the Western Powers_has not resulted in abandon

ment of hope for liberation and bowing down to the oppressors. ‘he feeling is

that, if no aid is to be expected from the Western Powers, we must undertake

to free ourselves, as soon as favorable conditions present themselves. In this

regard too, there are no illusions, Such an uprising as that in Hungary is no

‘The
-potential—force-of—such-an-uprising- ln-Latv:La—would be~the urba.rrworkers xmt
|_who_are most sharply in_opposition_to_the_ Bolshenks,vand the_students, The.

w farmers count(a.lmost i,‘} nothing, as there are practically none but

old persons, chlldren, and women on the farms, Act:.on by the workers could ex

pect success only if whole plants revolt"ﬁ(Z but there are now a large number of

Russian workers in all plants » and the relationship ketween the Russiand and

|Latvians is such that the former would hardly support such an action by the

~jLatvian workers, —Besides; Latvia has no real- ‘army, for the” socalled ‘Latvian
can
Dlv:.s:.on is_so_saturated with. Ru531ans—that -it MB-hardly be considered a

national unit, = L
A~ has

‘ There is noth:x.ng to mdlcate that the resistgnce movement Jmuimt become

more active in Latvia, There are no doubt small resistance groups present in

the country, but in the course of the past year they have not made an appear-

|ance, " Partisan groups are still present here and Vt'here,' espec:Lally in the
r el - wood's™ of ‘northern-Latvia, ~However, they are only small, scattered
Lgroups_whose days_are numbered, —The ~g»roupsaa-re—practical—ly—meaningless » and

|nothing is heard about any sort of activity on _their_ pa;rt.* Neither_is there a

a4'»vord og mopp:.ng—up actions by the police. In autumn 19575 s

_— e — -

woods as partlsand for a long time came out of the woods, both armed w1th pis-
W78

Mv R

COH\ Fﬁ D gﬁi and Sk thrned themselves in by telephone to the local m office.

g o g o e e g e e

They were dlsarmed tri after a few days ,25x1-ase
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Both are said to work &n a kolkhoz, The father oi‘ one of the partisans, who
FORR A R M R R 25
was prowiding them with food was not sy AT That 1s

not to say that partisans wbo surrender are not punlshedc«but it did happen in

th:.s case, Until recently, pa.rtlsans recelved a qu:.be summary trial, even whe

o . 25X1
they had ISSUESNEN invitations ta give themselves ugy without punishment,

the- patiisana in -Dobele-had been invited-to give them-

| selves up, with guaraltees dBat_they would_not be punished. . When they gave

- themselves up, they were all executed.,

FOREIGN RADIOTBROADCASTS

M Lately, there has been a certiin decrease in the number of persons listen-

'ing to foreign radio broadcatts, This decreased interest is the result of
|two things, First, the activity of the jammer is now more effective than it

- ‘*W&S‘forme;'ly;’ ‘Therefore; ‘transmissions are *received'aeceptably in Riga only
Lduring the night. - Yccasionally the transmissions of VOA about 2045 hours s @8

_|well as Tangiers, at the same time, are audible without interference. BBC is

PSRRI be st heard in morn:mg on long wave, Listening at night is quite
" Tabit more - -~ T T oo I
]difflcult than during the day. In the countryside jamming is not as effective

but since ma.ny places do not hwe electic cumrent, ba.ttery ra.d:.os are necess-
'ary., Such batteries are hard to=<=-;&£’%ﬁ'l?{UZ Another reason for the lagging in-
terest is tlye general dissatisfaction 'With‘pﬁ‘g’r'ainis“df “foreign broadcasts.,
1The programs- are -severely criticized, - The-feeling is thaty since listening #m
|tails so many difficulties, and also gwcert,ain' amount of risk, a perépn would
l:Lke to hear what reilly inte;'ests him and that :Ls, f:Lrst of a.]l objective

information on world events, The BBC broadcasts therefore are preferred,
No one cares to hear propaganda., as everyone feels that the Russ:.ans will take
| care of the job of making themselves unpopular. WNeither does anyone cabe for

church services,'spe“ecmé; or declamations, but synopses of world events, and

AAL
-tabove all--news, are -desired,- -Also-of-interest would--be a series of lectures

concerning the earnings of various. occupatienal,groupsﬂ in tle free world,

and what can be purchased with those > earnings. It would be desirable to in-

triduce the tra.nsmlssn.ons w:Lth some sort of s:Lgnal, such as a sign-off melody,

in OW allow tlgme to tune in the set. C@NFQDENWAL
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_| Events in the Soviet Union and Satellites would also be of interest, as such

news is withheld by Soviet newspapers., Now and then such news is reccived fro

| THE PARTY =~ _

travelers who have come from other parts of the USSR, In such a manner, res—

1dents of Riga were Pairly well informed concerning events in Creorgla in the

spring “of 1956, Travelers from Geargia described large student demonstrations ’

The unrest lasted for @
several

~SR-days, and-travel -in-and-out-of--Georgia- was-halted- for a few-days,

Lately, the recruitment of new Party members had noticeably decreased,

On the other hand, Party instruction in Marxism-Leninism in various courses,

-had-been——— - - 2
Party schools, and night universityes, which % treated much lighter last

ycar‘than it was beﬁore, was again given increased a.ttentlon. fnstmctlon

~the-instruction-has-been-intensified;—-and-a-close-check-is-kept -to-see-that -alll

who must pHRSRRESLIRElEuCiiSan really do_so.  There have been no important per

sonnel changes m the Party h:.crarchy :Ln ‘the past year. In Party circles, it

is said that opposition sentiments are growing among youger Party members,

The opposition is directed againstbthe present Party leadership, and partic-
First

1 ularly agginst the Party/[Secretary Kalnberzins, who is accused of splneless-
s ’

with M%
‘ness and all-tp-ready compliance k= Moscow { LN the“Stalin era., Kalnberzins is

ra “rather- undducated-man -who -cannot -even write—his own speeches, and appears to

-Ibe- losing his-following for the most part._.It is.also known that a tense sit-

health of the

|uation exists between him and Prime Minister Lacis; the/latter is said to

have suffered a good deal lately, He is sald. to have eye trouble and a bone

disease, supposedly of syphilitic origin,

DESTALINIZATION

? ‘Just a few days after the close of the 20th Party Congress in Moscow, rumors

“Teirculated in Riga that Wrushchev hdd made @ speech toward the end of the con-

La.tv:.an Party had received t.he compléte ftext of the Khrushchev speech, It was

gress»,~a.—i‘—ter~ma.ny—del—ega—f;es-had~left-Moscew;'i-n—vmi-ch—h»e—a-t-‘backed—Sta{L—in and -

_lhis policies. A high Party offlcla.l stated that the Central Committee of the

mimeographed

kept secret and deposited in the Central Committee safe, Party members were

loaned the document onj%&@ﬁ Br'gﬁ,ﬂ!’?‘ Lglven
- - - 25X1
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¢ new Pa.r"by‘line ‘at the plant

R R N

to Party functionaries who had to explain “the

assemblies and meetings which were quickly called together, The dethroning oi‘

Stalin was met with generil Jubilation, only a few Russians belng upset. The

removal of Stalin's portraits was undertaken at flrst. with enthus:Lasm and pub-
licly.

Tand-piled-ups——In—some kolkhozy the pictures were carried” by "a Procession of
i,

lall-the kolkhozniki to. the nearest.river-and thrown-in.- After about a minth,
S ———

o the tempo of portrait removal semywaswst let up,. and the pictures disappeared in

0 lessuconspicuous.mannem. On._ tgc corner of Gorkiglela-Klrov iela, opposite the

HQ of the Baltic @ is™an empty square, where W houses damaged k?}

war stood formerly, on wh:Lch larger-than-life-size portralts of Stalln and

|Lenin had been erected, Every spr:Lng these pictures were ~‘oﬁe}rac-:'wn to be re-

In—spring 1956, this was done, but when the pictures were put back
- —{up,--Stalin's picture was replaced-thth-that-of Karl Marx.--Stalin's- picture - -

o is still seen in some official offices,

/ . Zhukov is undoubtedly the most popular of the present leading Soviet

flgures. Among Russians in Latvia, Bulganin and Khrushchev also enjoy a wer-
general DI

tain popularity, as them view is that they represent a moderate pollcy,

“[contrast with the other Paft.y presidium members, who are sa:Ld to stand for q’
Vi cchanalin St AT RIEE Tiie o - e e
A aggressive) talinist Tine, A :

25X1

- the Central-Committee-of -the -Latvian Party
regularly and

o o Arecelves detailed reports of the sessions of the Central. Comu.ttee@PSUJthe

USSR7Counc11 of M.:.nlsters, in which all debates, as well as personal ]

squabbles of the participants, are reported fully,.

/ /. In the basement of the house in which the ce/c Véna meets, on Gork:&’:.ela,
R ,_-H/,_,___,,___; R Cadiak Commitii

‘ a movie pro,)ect.:l.on room has been establlshed “embers of the ﬂ-are shown
' .

N fllms there which are not made available to the general pule.c. ,3\7

e

T —¢Automobile: lJ.cense*numbers—of*the—Party ~elite have™ b”e‘e‘n“changed this year.

,c! 2>
R ,____“Instead_of_the_two_zeroes_whlch—stbod—ln—flront—of—the—numbe-r—previously—,- a.xaé\ - .
ndl o QN prsrn
| |Sa® theenu N_s_ "99". The basis of the change is said to be the fact that

are
people were shocked to see the two zerces which/genera.lly used to identify

toilets on the front of a license number.

po—— \ CONFIDENTIAL - B
o __{_ |

Sanitized Cop Approved for Release 2011/04/05 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044100380001-0




i
- Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/05 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044100380001-0

CONFIDENTIAL

axf

POLICE

The let—up in pol:.ce terror whlch fo].lowed the fall oi‘ Benya, is still

in effect. There are no signs at present that the re:.rﬁw:.ll be tlghtened.

Gra.dua.lly people are becoming accustomed to e:cistence as it was somewhat
earlier, and esﬁ&iﬂ%m are now béginning to speak more freely,
-fand-to make- criac;eit;s;' —Latvians-are—generally-more cautious, and still don't
-ftrust_the peaceful conditions SWEERMR entirely, as. they are aware that a return

te the old state of _affairs can happen any minute. There are even vsome‘LatVia.n;

‘who have taken a milder attitude toward the Russians., More and more, one hears

the address begin with "Mr," or "Mrs.",‘ as well as the "Comrade" which las been

in use previc;ﬁsly. In a restaurant, a man who had to wa:.t too long for semce

~ pounded on the table a.*rl&véhb“ﬁieaﬁ'"iww;s an SS man, how long mhst I wait here |
w:.thout any qxtlon be:mg ta.ken against him,

“for—service?" & = . 77— " That is surely an
exceptional casej;-on-the—other-hand, one-often-hears Russian veterans stating

_their dissatisfaction publicly, e.g., "I am a veteran and have several medals,

but what good does Ko my heroism do me if my wife and chlldren have t.o

go hangry?"

’5 . The reduction in persoﬂ&k of the KGB and MVD continues, The KGB is not as

busy as it was formerly, as the KGB building at Lenin®iela and StalirPiela

Tever has a lighted window after 1800 hours,  although only & couple of yeéars
- — = -——— —&g0—-the-windows-were—light ed—well—into-the mgﬁt.—lt is-also-striking-that-one
__never sees Jews in KGB uniforms _anymore, thc tho @here _were many of them previously

Possn.bly they are to be found among the plalnclothesmen, s:.nce ‘the latter are

not 1dentif1able. It would not be poss:Lble to say whether the Jews were re-

I.eased. from service or left it of thelr own volltlon. A not:Lcea.ble decre ase

in mlitla personel also is apparent In the countrys:.de a militiaman is sel—

- - militiamen-in-cities will-be reduced; -and: that- all--of them will be required to

.have a middle-school education. ..

Y _Formerly every plant and factory was guarded by a special guard force.

'his force has been replaced entirely by the mllltn.a. The plants pay the

militia a certain sum to guard the factories., The mllltla guards wear militia

ﬁm.forms. Th:.s me_asure is a result of the desn.re of o)
| CORFBT AL 25x1
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that all militiamen discharged ﬁ@a;.\reduction in force are provided.jobs, .

A result is a significant increase in the number of gﬁard personnel, The:

Radio Factory i/n Popov dRadiotekhniki:’ formerlﬂ) was guarded by 20 persons

' previously, and the present mllltla guard empdoys about tw:.ce that numher.,j-a

'C Apparently | the i)urglné—;f‘ the security forces of uhsuitable'elrembnts is
A

I-n/—\wint—er-oi‘-]:95'5=5-6,—°a—tm’c‘k]:6ao. of uniformed security police ~
| Wa.s pbserv,e,d,_going_into_theyrailroadf-station~i—n~R—iga; they were- under  guard -
and shipped out of Riga,

DEPORTATION AND RETURNEES FROM DEPORTETION

5 No mass deportations have been carrred out for m yearsam,.and occasn.onal

arrests of individuals, which still occur, are rather rare, At least little

|15 now heard about such things., On the other hand, return of deportees who o

~l~eft—in—-l—9lrl—and"aft‘e‘rwarq,y*.’rs_c’dﬁt'iﬁﬁi'ﬁg‘. In relation to the thousands who

were deported s—the number of .returnees-is-slkighty;but-one-is- consinually meet--

ing individual deportees who have just returned. It appears_that. there_are

not as many amnestled rctumees now, as there are 1nd1v1duals who have been

released because special 1nvest1gat.1ve commissions have found that they were

illegally sentenced., It g§lso happens sometimes that both reasons for release—

amnesty and acquittals, or review, are used, The previous soc:Lal democratlc

i meprepresentative Follendeds, had part of his sentence cancelled as illegal
| (possession of K. Kautski 's-works),-and-the-rest amnestied,  Among the other
_{returnees ’arxj‘c_ _other well-known persons, such as the wife of the former Minister
of Propaga.nda., A, BerzinsJ the former chief

25X1
of police of L:Lepaja, Saberts, and others, Rumors have been heard in nga to

Tthe effect that the former Minister of“ War, Balodis, did not die in
Mﬁ%@ﬁf’ -

~ |the summer of 1956, but is lpving free in the c:.ty of Vladlm.lr. The former

: "Forelgn‘hhnlster,_v. Munters, and his wife, are also living there. 'Thgpgﬁlodis
reside in
and Munters. receive-pensions—of—500-tubles— per-month; they may not osmmis Latvia

and can visit Latvii_fgr_only@_we.cks_annua.],ly.,_wh-i-ch—both—d—id—in—summer-—3:9567"

lrumérs to the effect that everyone in LatvigAgvgiddet5}1;1
ret{;r(}nees, in order not to attract suspicion to themselves. Such is in no way

the case. Neither is there any rule against employing returnees in plants

and factories; it is expressly fmrbldden for plants and factories to refuse to
CONFIDEN ’

HALmdiﬁdﬁzrs" ST =T =T {r having been deported. 25X1
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In any case, some other basis .- always glven for refusa.l to hlre an individ-

ual, The stamplng of passes of returnees differs in various camps. In some

camps, :_ a notat:n.on is made in the pass regardlng the time served in

b camp, and in others, no notation is made., There are also cases in which

“returnees visit Latvia and then go back to the place t6 which they were deporté
-- -having-established-a-place--for -themselves-there, -and-having little chance of

_Acquiring employment in Latvia,

CRIMES

‘which was unusually great
;)\ The insecurity of the streets of nga/durlng the past summer,.,,ln where

robberles , mostly by boys took place every day, is not quite as bad as it was.
o aZnaTabie o
This 1mprovement is 49 to patrols-—-a mllltlma.n with two sold:.ers a.rmed with

submachifie guns—which wereglmtlated in summer 1956, However, it is said that’
-the-patrols -are forbidden to-use-the -weaponsy,— The number-of other-violations o
personal property rights, such as_theft and embezzlement, have increased rather.

than decreased

|g The guardlng of bridges in Riga by members of the Jborder troops still goes

- I
bn. The same holds for guardlng of the power plant, Kegum; However_, the r:u.l-

road bridges outside Riga which were guarded previously, were not guarded

tn—summer-1956-—Control—of—da cument‘s“ih"t’h‘e—stre’et‘s‘aj:sb‘hzs“l‘et“up“‘som‘e‘-’"" R

what. . In traffic violations, in the_streets_or in cars, document control takes-
suitcases
Pplace, but a person can carry large i - X through the streets without being

stopped although this was not the case dur:mg the summer.

NEW _BUILDING FOR THE KGB

Opp051te the huB/buJ.ldlng on/St/alm 1e‘la in” nga, ig”a large, f:.ve-'sbory

’ Suildlng a.l_most/completed[ At wasbuil? £8r the KGE, ahd is sunfposed/to b4
R . 25X1

'lemg quarters- -for-theKGB- workers, "”—“‘"f T T T
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AU TOMOBILE TRAN SlPORTATION

g The autohobile mspect:.on system under the MVD is one of the most corrupt

1nst.1tut10ns in Latv:.a.. Since 1955 an exten51ve reform program has been going

on, on the higher level as well as the technical level, The chief of auto
~Tinspection was replaced with a less=corrupt official, There is now an emphasisg
on employment of .specialists,-and it-is planned to institute a requirement

| that all inspectors have college education, _Although th_e__refonn,,cannot be

cons:.dered completed condltlons in the auto :mspectlon _system have already

improved considerably. For example, it is now practically 1mpossible to get

'ver s llcense by bribing the officials, However, one can still get a certifi-

lcate of n technical examination of R an auto for 100 rubles, without

“Ipreésenting the vehicle, ™

? {,.-, The technical-examinationj;which-still-takes-place once a Year, has been

made a good dei.l stiffer. Examiners no longer are satisfied with a cursory
the slightest defect, such as
look at a vehlcle s /\notlng/mlssmg windshield wipers or chipped paint as bases

for refus:mg to approve a vehlcle. They now get :Lnto the car and dr:.ve a few

kJ.lometers to see how the vehicle functions. Examination by auto mspectors

also ta.kes plaéé on roads and h:;ghways,( much more frequently this year than in
kk® previous years., The inspectors are not limited to certain places , but are

<found almost a.nyplacej\ R

L (L;st.year_ther& was initiated-an-official--but -unpublished decree that every

car owner must set aside a fuel reserve sufficient for filling khkm a car tank

on orders
once, This decree 1s said to have been issued GRNNESINEIEER of the military.

- - - C@U\f: ﬁ ’[P"),/\[‘]PW

__.25X1.
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. Qgtb,@ze_'hsg_been_ a considerable decrease in the number of automobiles at the

hsp031tion of offlclals' /bnly the mmsters, nol longer nce mlm.sters and

io.ep::tr‘omer':C

heads, as before, and directors of very large concerns are prov:.ded

fo101al automoblles. The rlght of a factory dlrector to an offlcla.l car

epends ‘on the number of workeri; in the g plant ‘and there myst be at least a

> director of the Popov radio factory,

which has--less- than-5,000-workers,-has-no-officiak-car,—The chief reason for --

_this measure is_the lack of chauffeurs, but. the extremely large volume ofuse

>f official vehicles for personal purposes may also be a factor. Previously,
from Riga Bodifimibaday) & NN

>fflcn.a.1 vehlclesﬂcould be éeen in fai arge numbers mn the kolkhoz markets

£ nga and/pronncla.l tovms--w:wes of directors doing thelr ma.rketlng.

7, The quote of cars for sale in Riga is still the same, 600 Moskvich and 250
'ﬁob;ednj*a‘nnu'ally; 'and‘t‘h‘e;numb'er “of “peopleon the list of prospective buyers
-—t{incrases.-every —yean.»alt»is_notw-suzzprising‘,_.-as‘ ‘the-Zavod malolitrazhnykh avto-
{mobiley in Moscow, which produces the Moskvich, never dxceeds 130 cars per day.

The new Moskvich model costs 15,000 rubles, compared with 9,000 before, bunt

improvements on the car are not of a nature to justify such a price rise.

The cost prige of the new Moskvich is said to be 30,000 rubles, whlle the -.

| ESMR 01d model cosld be produced for 14,000 rubles.)\

The new Pobeda ¢osts 20,000 Tubles, compared with the prévious 16,0005 ~

and-is—supposed-to-be-replaced-by-a—new-car-called—the—Volga.,
ECONOMIC MATTERS

/Z‘ In summer 1956 ,_rugors spread around Riga to the effect that economic con-

dltlons in the USSR had become notably’korse, and a real — dahger of

1nflat10n was in the offing. This was qttributed to the 1ncreased purchasing

power of the populatlon and decrease in avaiiablllty of 7consumer goods. Such

R

rumors also spread among Party ﬁémbeizjf T

1 “<In 1955-1956-there-were -signs of“unemployment* becoming apparent -in Latvia,
{The price of private labor tended to. decline. Previously, a construction worké
"~ |who did odd jobs after working hoursg and during his vacat:.on{ received 50

rubles per day, but #¥R such workers now receive 30 rubles per day.

Bastetberg in Riga is a bullet:m board, in the open square, on which informa-

tlon regardmg the labor market is given: the bo‘aux:d prc@g:ﬂa }DE?S“ L
A sy
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work offers and there was seldom anyone standing around the board. Nowadays

———25X1"-
there are few openings posted on the board, and there is always a group of

people standing around it,

~ IAGRICULTURE
R “fﬁ"fh'e‘ grain harvest was average ininLatvia this year, Thé cold, wet summei -
o< the o y
- t-was disastrous-as-far-as, —harvest--was—concerned.— —Large»«quAtiti-es—

of hay rotted in the fields, because they could not be covered, As fodder
Soviet

produchion inALatvia, even under favorable weather conditions, has never reaché

Tt T — notable
the required level, a/{decrease in the cattle population can be expected during

this winter, Another factor having an unfavora%le effect on cattle population

is the new decree on increased taxation of milk cows kept in citieé;_-éé manyw

owners of Cows Tiow plan to dispose of their animals., REERE These city cows are

fr—Jamong»-the—best--kept-—in»«La-tvv-:i.—a—. Kolkhez-cat-tle—are»-genei-a»—l]:y—in»-much-—poorerf

_condition and deliver much less milk than city cows. The forced cultivation .

of maize carried out in Latvia in 1955 was a complete failure, _in spite of the

hot summer, and the harvest wad far below expectations. This year cultivation

1 - N o

was not forced, and the area under cultivation decreased sharply.
was posbeaithe o ont

(4 -

9,0\ L A e decree,\enacted last yea gop/the kolkhoz administrations the rié}{t
' A

ito pay out their members advances on their xSk

sharéﬁ: the prodeetis ( /'i’he'

-proceeds- were»»previgusl—y«pai—d out—only-once-a—year, -at—the-end of the fiscal--

and to decide A?lhanand how much land is to go to private owners,
year) The intention of this_decres tis_to arouse the_interest of kolkhoznikk

in tye prosperity of the economy, and to make them perceptibly dependable on

the administration. Previously it was true that the administration had no

real method of ?orcing the kolkhozniki to work., Who did not work received no

portion of the profits, As the large majority”of kolkhozh func;bic;né;i >mj-.‘sera

""bly, the profits were slight and JSM didn't inspire anyone to work. A vic-

no

-i:ous- circle—came-into being==since mgmmgone-worked,; or -worked only a little,

_profits_were_ low, and _since_profits_were.poor, no.one_was encouraged to .work, .

Although modest, some improvement in the postfion of collective economy is

to be noted here and there., Whether it will last, and extend to all kolkhoazy,

femains to be seen, Signs of improvement are noticeable here and there, but

the situation in general is a@@?\?ﬁb %ﬁ(ﬁi&'

BRE— e 225X -
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| MOVEMENT TO THE NEW LANDS AREA

D The transport of workers from Latvia to the Ne %ds Area in Kazakhstan

T —_ —_————— [ — ——

and West Siberia, as well as coal mines of the Ukraine a.nd construction work

— in East Slbera.a, has increased snarply this year. 'Mo'stly it is volunteers,y
|who take up this work, and predominantly Russians, It is geéneeally said in
drive

- ~TRiga that the mmmmm-is-directed miinly-toward the -Russians. —Party -and--Komsomol

) __‘_-memberslar.e_direct.ed_to_the.work_bylthelr_o.r.ganizations.,,, more or less under .

jcompulsion. It is said to be possible to get out of such an assignment, tho'l’?;

with difficulties.  Hpon departure, passports are picked up, but there have

been a number of 1nd1v1dulls who were able to return to Latvia soon. 4\

——— vy
e e e

ﬁ"h’e‘ volunteers are individuals who find it advisable for one reason or

another to change their place of residence, or those o0 whom the relatively
Vg

freer “and less restricted ‘J:J':fe‘*in“the%ds*sounds better than life at -

~home.,—and- -these make. ,up.the.-mag'ority_of_lthe_volunteers «—Some take off for the

Junknown purely for the adventure. .

,'IL The harvest in the mds is said to have been guite good.last year.

However, a lot of it is said to have been lost because of lack of transport.

This year the harvest is supposed to be even better, and it is asserted that

transport facilities are in a better position to handle the gob. It is not
will handle the Job successfully.

a ..acplo:.tatlonuo—f-fworkerswon-tinue s—undimin«i—shed—«in~industry.-l\lorms- are.. -

T

lgeneeally reviewed every year, and always raised, Last winter nirms were raise

tw1ce at the Popov Radlo Factory, Stakhaipova.te is an outdated term whlch has

—— e —— e e e e ——

been replaced with the phrase "pirmm.ndnleks" s or first-class worker, The new

desn.gnatlon is applled to persons who work not only morefthan the others, |-

from ‘the standpoint of 1 norms, but also better. ‘The plmrlndnleki have the right

| to deliver their work without submitting it to technical examination.

S STATE LOAN e o oo oo o

|- The stateloan requirment has been raised somewhat this year, The lowest
norms, three wecks' wages, may be paid only by those persons earning no’ more

than AOO rubles monthly. The new pens:.on law has received general acceptance.

BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION (@N ELDEN VAL

The construct:.on oi‘ : a,ﬂto replace the poaiér))a

S e
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bridge is well under way, All stanch:.ons b one are flnlshed, and the roadway

is under construction from the left bank, The pontogn bridge, which has been

moved shg}}\ly norbhward W:Lll be taken apart. after the new bridge is completed,

bnd set up in two other P aces as bridges, flrst from the r:Lght bank of the

" Daugava, somewhere in the Moscow Suburb, to~ Zak@il”a, “and from there to the
]:eft;*bank;f-at -the -end—of - Oskara-iela; and second, from-Tvaikuniela to Kundzine
sala, _ There is also._ someth:mg in_the wind_about building a bridge across the
Daugava north of the Gork.’a;%ldge, to end at the cement factory on the left

b&nk. ' ) ")}ﬁq
The question of whether or not theGorkigjgridge s which is too mamrrow and

weak for traffic, w:.ll be left up after completion of the new brldge, is not

knwon, It appears that this question has not been decided. A new, massive

ailroad—bridge has been—built—ober-the-Ingid—River near-the Rigas Audums Facto-
a branch of t

ry,—in-order to_carry/the Riga-Valka railroad_line over the river, This branch

Leads to the new thermal electric power station and serves to supply the statio

‘with peat from the CUEERNEENE|Ceda ) Peat Plant at Valka.

The constructior of a concrete bridge over the Lielupe River_ at Kalnm-—

_Clems s at the pomﬂ,yhcx:e—the hlghway from K’arrl‘c:.ems toucheseon the Llelupe s

is said-to be-under way already.

OTHER CONSTRUCTION - - ——

The -extension-of the diesel-factory-continues,-and-a-number -of- workshops hav

_been added. The construction of the.power pdant on the Daugava at Plavinas is

also said to have begun At least, the 1nvest1gative work has been done., It

has been deciddd to build a new bus station in Riga near the kolkhoz skyscraper

but no work has been done on it as yet, On the Morlson Mountaln in Baldone an

~ lastronomical observatory will be built for the Academy of Sciences,

‘COMMUNICATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES™ -

+4----In sumaer 1956,-excursions-to foreign countries were undertaken from the
These trips

were publ:.cn.zed widely, just as tourlsm in geneeal is publlclzed now. The ex~

cursions were organlzed by Int.urlst and anyone wishing to take part had to

apply there, After & short t:.me, an answer was received saying whether or not

) -3 person was allowed to g go. It 15 not t.rue that onlt @)ﬁru?lsts were glven

DENTIA) 251

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/05 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044100380001-0




Sanitlized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/05 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044100380001-0

CONFIDENTIAL- /> —

oy

_ |permission to go. several non-Com unists received permi

sion to go on the trips,

only more prominent personallt:l.es recelved permlsslon to go bn the Europesan

Iv——tOUrs marine 25X1
ynekmaesssiony in sumer 1956, For example, the famous Latvian/painter, Ed.
was refused permission to take 25X1
" "[Kalnins; kmmk “the European trip; heis not a Party member; bub he has always

-istood-on.a- good-footing with-the Communists,
are
_The trips wmm not expensive--the European tour

cost‘ only 1400 rubles per person. Participants had to take specul courses

in deportment and equip themselves for the trip according to the instructions

of the bureau(Inturist), which cost more than the whole t,r:x.p d1d. m

MR It is said that the Russian women dressed up in long silk dresses and silve
fox furs¢reated quite a stirk in the streets of Paris: TLatvia isnot quite-
tas-tightly—sealed - SERTEENENRE: of { -from -abroad,—and -it -is-now_admitted- fairly
|often that even the capitalistic_countries have made many advances, which the

Soviet Union is obliggd to recognize. Foreign technical joumals are d:.splaye

now in libraries—e.g., in the library of the Academy of Sciences innRiga.

§ _ ~ - - for-

It is also permitted for indivisuals to subscribe to foreign journals, -
the time being only R
Pthose of Satellite countries.SENBEMBIE Both scientific and £im belles

" [Yettees yorks from EastbGermany are now sold ifi Riga, and are very “popular, as’

Tthey -are-less—colorless—and-more—interesting- than—the-native-product .-

Russian
25X1

medlcal Journals are not seen too often in Latv:.a.

There is a large demand in nga for foreign fashlon magazines, wh:Lch canno

be purchased there, and “are acquired only from prlvate parcels received from

‘|abroad,
long-distance- call-in *Rn:ga'--ln"sununer l956:~~~—W1th the thought of speeding up
—Jthw service,,andagoing ahead of others_who were waiting to make calls, he let
_one of the ope.rators look at it. The result was that all the operators gathe

ed around the magazine and started copy:mg the patterns ’ SO no one could get

a call placed.for an hour,

T (ONFiDENTIA

MISCELLANEOUS ‘ , 25X1

| ’ T
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“directory telephone e
For the first time in a long time, a JMEMR of/subscribers was published

|in 1956, in Riga. It differs from previous telephone books innthat a number

of telephone numbers prev:Lously considered secret were published. E.@., the

" numbers of the serum station and the Soberlxig—up statlon were con31dered secret 3

“Tthe sobering-up station is located mear the kolkhoz ‘market, and only persons
- tfound -falling-down-drunk-in the--streets—are admitted there,  Traatment -there
| _costs 40 rubles per day.. .

In the Daugava and the outlet of the Lielupe into Riga Bay, navigation

directions and lights were placed this year—they were not there last year.

In Meza Parks, or the Park of Cultuee and Rest, a children's railway has

'been built. It is a true copy of the real thing, with station b{uldmgs,

and is said to have cost 3 million rubles. I

- +LIVING-EXPENSES

| ___ _Apart from scarce_items_which tne_either does without, or ZikEER getsy

seldom, expensively, and in very poor quality, e.g, wool material, shoes, and
" the T

stockings, f¥ER commoditjms situation in Latvia can be considered bear'able.'

The relatively favorable situation which ex:Lsted during Malenkov's tule has

not returned. since, The dominant trait in the commodity supply is the

“[irregular delivery. At times a certain commodity, sugar. for example, is
ravailable -in -abundance;and then there suddenly is no suhar to be had for'a
.while,.ﬁ_In,AOctober19.56,-ﬂthere»was-little—brzead—to%bevhad; in the countryside,
|the bread problem was especially bad, gs bread was ordered from the city, and. .

hag fallen down
m:.lk delivery also JEHAPER, while milk was readily ~available during the sumrner

—--sugar has vanished from the market, sausages are few and far between. In

summer the supply situation was rather tolerable, but in October it becape a

good- deal worse. N 25X1
-~ Cheap,” poor-quality wodl materidls,are available, "So are shoes in the
—»~h—:i.<gher—pr~ice—range-—B—BO—ﬂor—men,—l;SO-—for— ladies;which—are-rather good,  The -

chronic lack of construction mater

year, and cement 1; practl_cally AW TSR, This is reflected in the

black market and the prices demanded by truck drivers for building materla.ls

higher than last year. The demand for building materials ig

o T::;;:..w,.;.-ﬂ aa manv ane-familv dwallinegs are belmz’ buIlﬁtws.Hthei R:Lga area,
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/05 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044100380001-0




_ Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/05 : CIA-RDP80T00246A044100380001-0

CONFIDENTI4

truck drivers are all stolen,
| ttems

Eggs

Sugar

Rye bread

_White br¢adv

Salt

7

[for which one is given land by the city administration,

25X1 25X1

Materials supplied by

Off1c1a.1 H Black market:

56 k. each 1.5-2 r each

T 7-10r/kg 13-16 r/kg

o %r/kg e

3-6 r/kg (hard to get):
1-2 r/kg

Cream of wheat

Bice

7 r/kg

10 r/kg

Sausage

" Chocolate candy — =~ T T 7T
Wool material——--

-Chinese silk

Cement

12-28 r/kg
~30-80 T/kg

-~ 100-500 r/meter- -

_. 60-80 r/m

~300-400 r/ton

Boards

Elect ric washlng machine

559 r/xu.b m 400-500 r/cu m

1200 r (Cost, only 800 r at first, the
. went_down_to_600_1) _ .

TV
-

800-2200 r

.:qsol:l.ne

Taxi m ride

Bus (purchased by c:Lty)

hsphaltinfjof rosds

50 k/1
1lr/ Kk
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