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REPORT OF THE LXTIRNAL RESEARCH UNIT, O/RR,ON THE I3
PEOPOSAL FOR PROCUREMENT AND UTILIZATION OF
UHEXPLOITED STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY JAPANESE
SCIKNTISTS IN Tili AREAS TN AND AROUND TIE
PACIFIC BASIN TO 1945

is Abtached are

8o~ A summary of the views of lir, Harold J. Coolidge, of the National
desearch Council, on further exploitation of Japanese documents as expressed
in o conference with members of CIA, OIR, State, and the Library of Congress
on 27 Janmary 1951 (Attachment A)g . :

Be goples of lotiers on the sams subject from: (1) lfr, Coolidge to
Brigadier Genoral Edwin L. Sibert, Director of Staff, Inter~American Defenss
Beard, dated 17 January 1951 (Attachment B), and (2) Mr. Donald J. Pletsch.
Divigion of International Health, Federal Security Agency, to Mr. Coolidpe,
dated 13 October 1950 (Atbachment C), :

2. Duriog a visii to Japan in 1950, v, Coolidge received information
leading him to belicve that thers are importent prs=1945 studies made by
Japoncse gpecialists in vardous flelds of the exact and social sciences which
have not been colloched or exploited through the activities of the United Statos,
but which might have intellipence value, Dxpleoitstion of such sources could -
only be carried out to meximom advantage befors conclusion of a peace treaty
with Japan,

3. Mr, Coolidge's views in this regard were supported by those of
I, Pletsch, who served three years in Japan as a biologist in the Scientific
-and Technical Jivision, Economic and Scientific Seetion, General Headquerters, -
50AP. Among Mr, Plebsch's responsibilities during this period were collection,
appraisal and abstracting of many Japanese scientific papers, .

4o Following informel investigatfon of the matter in O/RR, the Assistant
Director for Operations placed Mr, Coolldge in contact with the Production Staff,
O/BR, on 25 January 1951, As a result of this contact, lMr. Coolidge developed
his ideas regarding wnexploited pre-1945 Japanesa documents in a conference with
vepresentatives of CIA, the Department of State, and the Library of Congress,
on 27 Jamary 1951, Those present, besides Mr. Ccolidge, were:

State Dept. review completed
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Nazi/Japanese War Crimes Task Force review completed
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b. Departoent of State: Mr, J,W. Lydmen, DRF/OIR

¢. Library of Connress: Ii. E.A, Beal, Jr, Division of
Orientalia,

At this conference, M. Coolidge stated his views along the lines given in

Attachment A, which parallels the content of Attachment C, . Ccolidge 1s now
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visiting Jepan, where he will further explote the status of the types of mterials

which he described. He will return to Vashington on 19 March, when he will be

avallable for additionnl consultation.

5. On 30 January, throush arrangerents made by o/cp,

sonsulted at 1exyzth_wi_‘Th
Lp. J.J. Bagnall,| of the
vicion, U/0, regarding the nature, subject coverage, pressent

Foreirn Documents :
location, and extent of cataloguing of Japanose documents already in this

25X1

country, including those in wniversity libraries and collections as well as those

hold by the Unlted States Government., Japancso documents on deposit with United
States Government agencles in Japan were likewise discussed as to their axtent,

nature, and availability,

6. From the discussions summarized in the previous paragraph, the following

points were dovelopsd:

2, that tho Washington Document Center Advance preforrmed a highly
systematlic and thoroush operation of collecting Japanseo Covernment
files, official documonts, scholarly files, and publientions. Corbined
uwith subsequent and current collecting by governmental agencies and

private institutions, and with considerabion of the extensive and valushle
ATIS collection and other collections in SCAP; it appears that thero has
bsen brought under somo form of United States control virtually all pre=-
1945 materials of appreciable intelligence valne., These materials cven
include considerable quantities of field notes, reports, and similar
documents of Japanese scientists and others who traveled throughout the Fap
‘Bast in the interest of the Japanese Army, Navy, Foreign Office and other
ministries and whose reosearch materials have bean acquired as part of the

governmont files or from personal and institutional collections.
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b, . that preliminary control of those acquisitions exists
in complete lists in the form of card files and acquisition lists
classified by categories, subject and geographical area, Although
detailed indexin will be necessary to make possible spot exploitation,
the existing scguisition lists and card cabaloguss already provide an
over-all guide to the mterials acquired by the United States Govern-
ments These acquisitions total an ostimated 1,500,000 items,

g. that all of these United States Goverament acquisitions have
been cereened for intelligence value: somd have been abstracted and
othert:tranglated. Although the central collection at the former
Washin ton Document Center has been bioken up and the major part dig=
tributed to tho Library of Congress (aboubt 300,000 items), the National
Avchives (roughly 1,000,000 items), the Departmeat of Commerce and other
agencies, F/DD, CIA, has retained aboub 40,000 items, All of theso
matorials are at present available for intellisonce exploitation, It
1s estinmated that about 75 percent of Japaneese documents of intellizence
value are already available through the materials already in the United
Statos,

7. The great majority of the Japanese documents in the Foreign Nocument
Division and of those. elsewhere in the United States, however, are not availeble
for imsediata or urgent operational use, Translating and abstracting of
selocted materials of intelligence importance, therefors, is the only mathod
whoreby such materials could be made immediately available for operational use
in fulfillment of urgent requirements, "

8. It is recognized that large~scale document acquisition eventually
reaches a point of diminishing returns. PFurther large-scale endoavors to procure
documents of pre-1945 origin would have to be balanced against: (a) present
possassions, (b) the need for missing pre-1945 materiasls, and (c) the
availability of more racent materials on the Far East of a nature which would
make pre-~1945 matericls obsoléscent, and (d) the relalive value of expending
efforts to acquire such materials at the expense of acquiring more recenc
documents, if a choice between the two 1ls necassary. '

9. It secms clear that the point of departure for remaining problems
rogarding the over-all picture of Japanesc documents of intelligence value is
conplationh of tho cataloguing of all Japanese materials of the types under
dicussion which are already in the United States, both those held by Goveri
mental ageneles, including the Library of Congress, and thoso deposited in the
vnivorsity 1ibraries, such as thosp of Yale, Columbia, Stanford, and Michigan,
end the formation of a union catalogue 4o be housed at a cenitral point mest

I
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- appropriately located for over-all intclligence purposes. Information
on all pertinent Japanese materisls under United States control in Japan
should be added to this catalopue to give it maximam utility. Complete
cataloguing of information on the great volume of materiols alrcady
availasble in both the United States and Japan seens to be the only firm
ground on which to bose any plans for furthor extensive procurement,

I
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SECRETE
Avtackmont A

Sumary of Mra Horold Je Coolidge's Views ns Expressad in tho
Conforonce of 27 Jenuary 1961 '

in addition to information conbeined in Jopaneso sclentific pepers
alreedy collected, classified, and exploited by United Scates Governw .
mant bgencies, a great volumo of unexplored dase oxicts in studies mado
over many years in various fields, including the sociel sciences, by
Japansse soientists who carried on investigations in erees of thc Pacific
Besin within tho formey Japanese ppherc of intereste Many of the rogults
of theso lattor investigotions are found in inaccessiblo journals or
in menuscript or notebook form, exd cover the poriocd to the clote of World
Tar I1. It is believsd that thoy include information valueble for: (a)
basic imtelligonce, and (b) area studios boing cerried on &t verious
United States umiversitiese

Mloquate utilization of tho great store of alresdy cxicting date
in these wmexploiteod studios would not only provide gdditional informas
tion on regions in which Japan wes intorested, bud would: (a) provide
an opportunity to visw the problems and situetions of tho torritories
concerned through Asiatic eyes, end (b) olimineso tho necd For Unit
States resaarch workers and analysts to cover tho szmeo general ground
independontly. Furthermore, since the claso of VWorld Var I, United
States resoarch workors have not been able to enter meny of the regiono
covered by theso studies, and iwnvestigations heve, thorofere, not boen
sdvanced beyond tho point at which the Jepamece left theme The signing
of a peaco tresty with Japan will greaily reduce the poosibility of |
obtaining end exploiting these matsrialse. A suggested mothod of approach
foyr locabing, claseifying, ond utilizing thesc waexpleoited Japanceoe
gtudies follows: . ’

2. Dolineation of fields of interest, with priority to be given
o these fielde in which proewar Japsnese iatorsat has waned, with
rusultant thrests to accumulations of motes, unpublished manuscripte,
oand rare pericdicalsa '

be ‘Elimination of €iolds alresdy adequatoly coversd by SCAP
and other agencios. ' :

ce Oataloguing end publicising Jepaneso literature alreedy in
the United States, imcluding ccllections in the Libravy of Congresss
Yale, Columbia, and other wiiversitias, end occumulabions medo by militery
agencios, t0 obtain sdequato Imowledge of whai alrcady oxists in this
country and theroby prevons duplication of efford.

d. Loosmtion ofs o preperation of, journel and book lists in tho
priority fiolds. ' :

" 0e Transletions of titles and vefersnces %o perbinent articles
in the most promising journmal series, using Japancsc transledorss
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o Tnmasbine in Japan all pertinont noles, momuscripts, ad
i, onlinuing Uhe holp of solocted individusl Japancso end
ieto Jepanose orgonisations. ' a

¥ -

[ Rt avrid TIav ey e

cparation of informationnl abstractas employipg Japanese
his sockine of all sranslaetions, referencon, and absitracts by

o
copeble Azsrican personnals

ie izl bibliogruphic organdisetion and publication of meteviol,
intluding 1lists of informssion sources and repositories.
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

2101 Constitultion Avenue .

Werhington 25, De Ce
PACIFIC SCIENCE BOARD

17 Jenuevy 1961

Bl‘igo Gen, Edwin L. Sibsrt
Diroctor of Staff
Inter-Americen Defense Boarxd
26800 = 16th Streot, He. We
Washington, Do Co
] 25X1
Domy Gonoral Sibert:

1 greatly enjoyed seeing you again tho other evenings and am pleaced .
%o have you back in Weshington. The projoot which I noentiornsd Lo you ais

that time is one which I discussed with our mutuel z’riemda| |
and which he holped me to bring bofore cortaein people esscciated wi sLleho

On my trip 4o Japam last yesr I received informetion which led mo
40 bolisve that thore are important studies which wore medc by Japsneso
spocialists in variocus scientific fields, imcluding enthropologys wich
heve nob beon coliected through the activilies of United States egencies,
but which might very woll be of cousiderablo valuc mob only for the ared
studios progrems which are wnderway in this country ot soloctod umiversities,
but also might furnich essential information for basic iuntelligence. T
have a streng feoling that we should increassc our éifort %o look &t problems
and gituations in Asia through Asiatioc eyes. For this roason we should
mnke tho fullest possible ude of Japanese maberial collocted openly and
wnder cover over A poriod of many yoars pricr o and during Werld War II.
I em very much concerned that with the signing of the poaco treaty with
Jepan, the possibility of obtaining this motorial will be grestly diminisghed.
1% is for this reoason that I had hoped this project would bo ome which
would interost somo appropriote govermmenl agency.

You will f£ind attached a copy of o lotter from Dr. Donzald J. Pletsch
which he wrote at my request end which calls ebbention to some of the -
matorial thet I have in mind. He devoted o comsidereble part of his threo
years dubty in Japan to this type of work,; end I have confidence in the
statement which ho has mado. If you think thet this suggestion has some
merit, I. shall be glad o have an opportunity to dizcuss the matler with
the friend whom you mentioned the other evening, Bscauze of my impending
trip to tho Pacific this would hawo to be arranged for some day nexb woek.

With kind regards,
Sinceroly yours,
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FEDERAL, SECURITY AGENGY

P SUBLIC FEALTH SERVICE
“aghington 25; D. C .

Qctobor 13, 1350

Do Herodd Jo Coolidge
Panific Seience Boonrd
Fotionol Resesrch Cotnoil
230% Constitution Aveonue
Vinshington 26, De Co

Vieat~ Ure Coolldgo:

Your recent exprecsion of interost in the utillzetion of Japsness
snformation on aroass formerly studicd by Japsnsse acientists was of
groas intereat to mo. Tho nebter is one of groat importasnce and warrents
immediate attentions Theto exist vast actummle¥ions of debe gatherad
By the Jepancge from lends in apd around the Pacific Basine #any of
these findings exist in innccosiible Jjournale or in monttgoript oy note-
book fofm. Jince the end of the tar such informaticn hes net beon adwencod
by the resesrch workerd whodan no lonper entor the argesn songorved, Somo
deta have Goubtisds boexn Looh, dispersed, or destroyed alroadys Further
paacesze of tims osn only male solwage opsrabions worea difficult eand cosbly.

Ag you may bo avere, I recently returnsd from threec ysers in Japan
as biologist in the Seientific and Tochwnical Divisicn, FHoonomis and
Seientific Sectiony Goneral Headgverisrc, Supreme Commander for tho
Alliod Powers. Among my rosponeibilitvien during this three yesr poprlod
was the collection, eppraisal, and shetracting of mewny Japavese sciontific
pepors. A swmary of this preoject will bs fowd in Report Bu. 18, Scisunce
end Technology in Japen, publiched in 1849, A few fiolds were exhouztively
covered,; one of which will be duscribed later. The Heburel Resources
Seetion gave considersble attention to Jepavesne desumeniation in fisheries,
agriculture, 1 orestrys and aminernl resources. Howover, the bime limitations
and spooifia requirementa of these progrewms irovitelly left meny ficlds
wutouched enxd gavd ondy partial. coverage of otherse To ay kpnewledpe the
Japanese work in the socieal sciences Adid not receive systemalie, comprebon-
give exemination ror documontaobions

The srmed gorvices made systomalic sccumuletions of publishad jovrnel
verios in 1948-46s  Subject matter hearing on nilitery tochuiques (orduance,
chomical warfare, order of babttlo, stce.) undoubbedly reoceived careful
serutiny by 68 smd Navy Intelligence. However, I vndersitond that lorge
quanvities of literature wore shipped in bullk o Washinpgbon and hawe not
been syctexnalically catalopued nor uvlbillsed,

The groateat trossure irove is still usesplored ~~ the roubine,
unclassified Japaunese reports of cbservations in ell perts of the former
Japanese Empirs. fcicatisntc went to all parts of the Posific and inbo
Monohurie and eouthern Asia. It soeme foolish indsed for our resesyrch
workgippadie dFoRERdse 2004QTY081C:-RBEPSAIG0FIER0 02000100493 oportsd
by tho Jepancse in their published works or perconsl monuscrints.
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My vicwe ragerding a practical method of approach wight be of
interost to yous Lot we cito an exemple of documentation, end the
procedurs used, In late 1949 American reseerch workers expressed
intsrest in Jepansse research in environmentel physiology end clothing
roquirements, Instesd of oiting a few curreni popers published by
the Japanese in this field, it was decided to exhaustively decumont
all Japanesc rosecrch, fundamentel and applied, dealing with environw
nentel physiclogy and relatéd fieldss The result was the publication
in 1980 of Report No. 21, Science ard Techmology in Japen, entitled,
A Conspactus of Japanese Roseerch in Environmontal Physiclogy azmd
Clogely Relatsd Fislds". Most of the work was done volunterily by
tho most capable Japansso authorities in the field of physiology.
Professionsl Amsrican persomicl contacted key Japmnsse rossarch workers
ond pointed out the abysmal +world ignorance regarding Japeness work
in that field, duo oither to barriers imposed by tho Japanese language
or by publication in obscuré journals. The Japanscgse scholars were
cager to solve this problem. They located, supplomented, and tyanse
lated Japansse bibliographiocs end indices on the subject. Included
wore papers roporting studies on tropical islends of tho Pecific =zmd
the arobic areas of Launchurie, fatigue and clothing observations on
Japaneso soldiersin Sumatra and Japanope pilots over Chinee Military
journals, labor magazimes, and professional biological publications
were all oxamined and indexed. Tho draft was then carefully checked by
Nisei translators, and organized in moro usable fashion. Informabion
was added %o guide non<Japaness workers to eny publication in which
e refercmoe hed been cited. Tho resultent repert has given dignity
to the Japanese ressarch end encoursges usilization of the informatien
by meny non=Japanese students and rescarch persomnsl.

The limited number of Japenese libraries, both institutional and
private, wore tragically decimated in 1845, Libraries in Jepan havo
suffered further during tho postwar perlod of oconomic atrain.

Additional delay will moen combtinuad loss through neglect end disinterest.
Larly action should bs taken while some of the Ameoricaen professional
perscansel in Japen oan atill assist in cateblishing invaluazble contects
with : apable Japenese scientistse: '

Logical stops in o comprehensive program might include:

1. Delineatlon of tho fields of inborests Priority must be
given to fields whers prow~war Japanese inberest hag waned, with resulw
tant threats to agoumulations of notes, unpublishad manuscripts, snd
rere periodicals. Dus to the secretive habits of many Japanose techni-
olans snd sciontists, meny research results exist only in the form of
private notes and mwausoripts withdrawn from the laboratories upen
their discolution.
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2. Eliniration of ficlds alvoedy covered adequately by SCAP
oand other agencies.

3 Catdlogﬁing and publicising Japanese literatwre now in tho
United States, to include ascumilaiions mede by militery agonoias and
now presumably in dead storage. o ‘

. 4. Leoabting in Japan all portinent notes, manuecripts, and pub=
lications, onlisting Japansse help.

5. Location of, or préparation of'y journal and book lists in
the priority fields. :

6o Translations of titlos end referoncos of pertinent articlea
in the most promising journel serios, using Japencse trenslatorse

7« Preparagion of infarmnéional abstracte, using Japanese
abetractors, '

8, cheaking (scanning) of all transldtions, references, and
abstroots by capable Americen psrssunel (the best men to organige thig
phase may be lir. Goorge Yamashiro, still employed by ESS/ST, GHQ, SCAP),

9. Final bibliographic organizetion and publication of material,
including liste of information sources end roapositories.,

If the hoped for action which you expressed in our Pacont tonvers
sation 2an be implementsd, results can besh be achievsd vhilo the
occupation of dJupan is still in effect. I do not refor o any uoe
of progsur® ox compulaion to reveal informabion soureos, Such an
epproach would be undignifisd and olmost completely fruitloss. I
rofer instead to maeny details eoncerning porstumol and logistiep which
might beet be acoomplinhed a% omoo. Certain types of inform sion oan
. be found only by porsonml contect of Americen scholars with theis
Japanese oquivelents. Other infotmation, including losabing individuals
and doouments osuneoted with Japsnose activities oubside the home iolends,
mzy best be made availadble through United Stutes military lieicon with
tho Japandse Demobilization Bureau or othor ugencless Both militery
end nonemilitary channels should be used.

My best wishes in your valuable offors o accomplish this task
bofore time lapso renders it imposaible, If I cen be of sny help,
pleaze’ lot me know, :

Sinterely vours,
a
Ton Pletsch
Donald Ja. Pletach
Public Boalth Adviser
Divigion of Intarnatiggfl Health
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