Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

STAT

0‘0
<

Q”Qz

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



ll Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

THE CIAN LOWLA

Trakiyska Nizing ) T. Yordanov
/The Thracisn Iowlands/, and

1956, Sofia, V. Velev
Pages 3-226 :

The most extensive plain not only of Bulgaria but also of
the Balkans lies in the warm, fertile Thracian lowlands [s-ee
not9_7 « From the pass of the Strysma River in the Sredna Gora
¥ountains to Asenovgrad in the Rhodope llountains its width is
approximately 50 km., However, from the end of the Momina Klisura
Pass at Belovo railroad station to the Manastirski heights its
length is 3 1/2 times its width (180 km), and its length up to
Svilengrad is 4 times ite width (200 km), The Thracian lowlands
are almost entirely surrounded by mountains. In the west the
lovlands are bordered by the Eledzhik range of the Sradna Gora
Hountuins, whose highest peak is Benkovski, 1,186 m, This peak
is logated between the old Trayanov Pass end the Mutivir River.
In the north the lowlands are also bordered by the chains of the
Sredna Gora Mountains (the Sushtinska Sredna Gora and the Surnena
Gora ranges), which stretch between the pass of the Topolnitsa
River to the turn of the Tundzha River at Zaychl Peak, In the
south the lowlands are bordered by the Rhodope Mountains, These
huge, complicated mountains border the lowland with steep,
grandiose slopes which look 1liks gigantic 8tage settings for the
flat plain, In the east, however, the Rhc;dope Mountains becoxﬁc
gradually lower and turn to the north, passing into the ‘vast and
hilly east Rhodope foothills, In the east ‘the 'ﬂ‘li'&éian- 1owlands
are connected with the Yanbol-Elktho plain, Hare the lowla.nds

i
are bordered by individual heights a.nd low mounttuns, the Sve‘bi
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the lowlands bgéome narrower; but even here they are of great im-
portance. From Maritsa City to Svilengrad and along almost the
entire reaches of the Maritsa River the valley is shaped like &
convenient door for the Aegean Sea influsnce, which can be felt

throughout the lowlands.

@ote_g In Bulgaria the upper Thracian lowlands are usually
referred to simply as the Thracian lowlands, But the historical
region of upper Thrace includes not only the lowlands, but also
the entire region located between the Rhodope Hountains, the Sredna
Gora Mountains, and the Manastirski heights, including the east
Rhodope foothills,)

Thus delineated, the Thracisn lowlands cover 6,026 Kkn® and,
togother with the neighboring hilly areus, they cover a total of
about 11,500 km?, Almost everywhers the plain is level. In all
directions the land is flat, bordered by a frame of bluish mountain
chains in the distance, But when the summer heat shimmers over the

plain this faraway frame disappears; then Thrace appears boundless,

PHYSICOGEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

Formation of the Maeian lowlands

The Thracisn lowlandz; rgpresent a largé geographical depres-
sion, Their shaping ;Degan during the first half of the Tertiary
Epoch. During the Eocene Period the east half of the upper Thracian
lowlands sank and turned into a ses, which extended on the west ale
‘most to Asenovgrad, Popovitsa, and Belozem.. Today the Eocenic
deposits ‘are considerably eroded, but still cover vast stretches,
They consiatf‘ of thick layers of nummulitic limestone and marls
largely covered with Pliocéxie,"'Quar‘ternai'y, and alluvial deposits. -

. These formations can be seen particﬁérly clearly in the quarries located
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in the central part of the former Eocenic basin. They are of great
economic importance to the lowlands, which suffer a shortege cﬂ'
rock. In the Khaskovo region the Eocene deposits have been covered
by Oligocene deposits., During the time of transition between the
Eocenic and Oligocenic perlods active volcanic activities took place
in this area. Neny effusive rocks have remained from the eruptions
which occurred at that time. The principal one is andesite, which
is found in the peripheral parts of the lowlands of today. By the
end of the Miocenic Perlod and the beginning of the Pliocenic the
Thracian lowlands were already dry. The sinking of this area and
its £11ling with water had speeded up b:‘{ the end of the Pliocenic
Period, when its new phases of development began. The Pliocenic
basin located along the valley of the Maritsa River is the largest
of its kind in Bulgaria. At that time the lowlands were covered by
thick lake and river deposits, such as sands, clay sands, and clays,
which at present cover vast deposits of brown coal. The western
part of the basin has not been so thoroughly explored, Here the
Pléocenic materials have been mostly covered with Guaternary dee
positse These Quaternary deposits also cover certuin areas in the
northern and northeastern parts -of the basin., In the westernmost
part of the basin the Pliocenic deposits lie directly over crystale
line schists, which indicates that th.e lowlands were dry here during

the Eocenic Period.

This Pliocenic seun did not ehtirely cover the lowlands, but

ens iR g g

covered individual basins. For example, the présent-day Pl‘ovdiv
pleln was covered by several basins which. appsar to have been con-
nected by caenals, Its northwestern part -~ from- the Topolxii‘l}sa
‘River to a point close to the Stryama.River Pass —- was & lake which
covered spproximately the area.of the viliage’s f(.Jv‘che'poltsi B.I;d Kz;liéhevd
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on one side and Golyan;o Konare and Kalo.yanovo on the other. The
northeastern part of the lowl@s »from R;.tzhevo Konare village and
the Stryama River to the Sredna Gora foothills (Brezovo and -
Streltsi villages) was covered by another lake, A third lake was
located in the southeastern part of the Plovdiv plain from
Popovitsa and Debur {;o Asenovgrad, Brysgovo, and Ezerovo. Sands,
together with sand clays and clays were deposited all over this
ereas The Stara Zegora pluin was an individual basin situated
between the Sredna Gora Mountains and the Uzundzhovski hill on

one side and the Chirpan, Sveti Iliysa, und Manastirski heights.
Til:ls part of the plain is ver,;y' well known. Located here is the
Maritsa coal basin containing brown coal from the Pontic Age. The
Lavantine formation also includes coal seams which are being worked
at present. This basin was subdivided into smaller parts connected
by channels, These follow the present=day reaches of the Maritsa
River, which was connected with the Kharmanli basin to the southe
east, which in turn stretched toward the west into the Khaskovo

region where clays and sands were deposited,

The waters of these basins were drained off by the end of the
Pliocenic Era when the depression gf the fegean region took place.
The lowlands then became dry land again. Then the erosion process
along the Maritse River became more active. In its eastern reaches
the Maritsa River cut &eeper and deeper into the ground, thus forme
ing the particularly beautiful passes west of Maritsa City and north
of Kharmanli, ‘It was through these passes that the waters of the
Pliocenic lakeés were completely drainsd off, ‘

The Quaternz%ry Era came with its cooler, moister climato; The
rivers from the l'ipighboring mountains deposited a huge quantity of
alluvial material consisting of sand ¢lays, gan@s_, end grave.I. A
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new depression of the lowlands took place at the beginning of the
Quaterﬁary Era, Only this cen explain the almost ideal flatness
of wide areas in the upper Thracian lowlands.and particularly in
the Pazardzhik plain, thp'region around the Chepelaréka River
between Asenovgrad and the estuary river, and in other places.
Except for those due to a sinking of the plain, old Guaternsary
terraces such as the Siqilian, the Milazzian, and the Tyrrhenian
are not present in this basin. Preserved are only the Wuerm ter-
race (15-18 m) at the Kadievo village east of the Krichim railrosd
station, and the Nizzesn terrace (5 to 6 m), which is found more
frequently then the others, The former terrace was created along '
the passes of the Maritsa River at Belovo and near Maritsa City.
After these two terraces wers formed a new process of gradual
sinking took place which is still continuing today. The Maritsa
River has made its bed in the lowlands thus formed, and this bed
follows some of the faults. This sinking can be best traced from
the 1928 earthqueke which took place in the Plovdiv-Chirpan-Purvomay
region in which two main faults were formed: one north of Chirpan
{sbout 38 km away), the other north of Purvomsy (about. 62 km), which
followed the riverbed of the Maritsa River. In addition, t;he cumus
- lative activities of the rivers, the formation of new islands in
the wide riverbed of the Meritsa River, and the turns of the same
river ares other proofs that sinking of the lowlands is continuing
in our days as well. This is particularly clear in the Pazardzhik
plain, which is the widest entirely flat land in Bulgaria. The al=- *
most ideal flatness of the topography is not ‘due to the Plioc.enic
Age, since the Pliocenic deposits in the peripheral parts of the
Pazardzhik plain are to be found on the very surface of the soil;
while st the Pazardzhik railroad station they lie 15 m deep (2)

/nunbers in parenthesis refer to Bibliography/.
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The depression of the Thracian lovlands wes accompanied mainly
by the flexural folding of the southern slopes of the Sredﬁa Gora
Mountains on which a Levantine terrace was formed, In addition to
the levantine, the western part of these foothills includes a Pontic
foothill terrace. These strata can be seen aiong the northern edge
of the lowlands, covered with old Quaternar& gravel., The southern
border between the lowlands and the Rhodope Mountains can be obe
served mainly by the faults, but flexural faults can occur there as
well, Here too Levantina‘ and Pontic terraces have been formed on
the Rhodope slopes. The Rhodope slopes, which huve been formed by
faults and which rise steeply above the flat plain, are particularly
impressive. The lowlands are gradually sinking, while the Sredna
Gora and Rhodope Mountains are slowly rising. The sinking of the
lowlands is most pronounced in its southern part along the Meritsa
River valley. A proof of such sinking of the lowlands is the lack
here of old Quaternary river terraces. Unlike the Danube plain
the Thracian lowlands include neither deep river beds with passes
and antecedent valleys, as found in the sub-Balkan Mountains, nor
plateaulike hills, An antecedent pass here is a rare exception.
Such pssses are those at Maritsa City end at Khermanli, which have
been cut into the Levantine foothill terrace. This does not change
at all the flat mmpure of the lowlands, a flatness which is so cherac—

teristic of the upper Thraclan raéion.

During the Quaternary Era the Maritsa River spxjegd_ over a vast

surface and formed three river terraces. The lowest of ‘them 1s lo-
cated 3 to 4 m above the present Maritsa.River bed. The most fertile
soils, consisting of.fine river silt, are located here. About 5j000'
years ago this youngeat terrace of‘ all was & rivarbcd and was 1oca‘bed N

at the some altitude’ as an Aeneolithic torraoo (9). .
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that this terrace is a low one, it is ra:rely flooded in the Pazard-
zhik and Plovdiv plains; and in certain places this terrace can never
be flooded. This fuvorable condition is dus to the. present wide
riverbed which can accommodate huge quaﬁtitieé of water. In addi-
tion, the terrace in these plains 1s 1 to 15 m higher thun is the
standard altitude of the Aeneolithic terrace elsewhere (which is
2.5 to 3 n high) (9). This terrace covers a huge area reaching al-
most to the Rhodope Mountains. To the east, however, toward the
Stara River, this terrace becomes narrower. It widens again between
the Stara and Vucha Rivers, then spreads east of the Vuchs, redching
the Chepelarska. Here there is an sbundance .of Quaternary deposits,
and the gravel found here is extensively uscg in railroad embenk-
ments and construction. The flood terrace continues, entering the
Purvomay region; but here it is already considerably narrower,
Farther to the eust it narrows even more and reaches as far as

Svilengrad.

The second Maritsa terrace is much smaller, being 6.5 to 7 m
highe It is covered with quite fine river deposits, which make it
importent for agriculture. It is the result of erosion by the
river of deposits of old gravel, but at places it has been entirely
‘destroyed by the river, Physicogeogfapherg give it the nenme Flanders.

terrace (Nizzean terrace) (9).

The third terrace of the Maritsa River has been preserved only

in separate small plateaus and small heights and is very narrow in

the Plovdiv plain, It is about 1% @ high and belongs to the Wurm age.

The settlsments in this region are located usually on the second
and third terraces, while the flcod terrace is covered almost entirely
by arable land. )
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The alluvial cones located in the}perviphery' of the lowlands
are of great economic importance. They can‘ be found in the Krichim,
Stara Zagora, and many other re;gions. Here can be found a con~
siderable wealth of underground water, which can be used for the

irrigation of orchards, strawberries, and fields.

The gradient of the surface of the upper Thraciaen lowlands is
clearly observed by following the éirections takeﬁ by tl;e rivers vhich
cross the lowlands, In the Plovdiv plaiﬂ the gradient goes from the
north and south toward the Maritsa River, while in the Stara Zagora
plain the gradient is more complex: it follows the Syuyutliyka River
to the east and then follows the Sazliyka River and the other Maritsa
tributaries to the south, leading toward the Maritsa. The average
altitude of the Thracian lowlands is 168 m (the highest point is 358

m, the lowest 50 m).

Stara Zagora City is located at a higher altitude (234 m), but
the overall altitude of the entire Stara Zagora plain is far lower,
renging sbout 160 m, The gradient and the altitude of the Maritsa
lowlands along the Maritsa River can be seen by the following datas
at Pazardzhik 205 m,.Plovdlv 160 m, Sadovo 150 m, Purvomay 134 m,
Dimitrovgrad 100 m, Maritsa City 95 m, Kharmanli 85 m, Svilengrad 50 Me »

In general the east Rhodope Mountain foothills slope toward the
east along the reaches of the Kharmanliyska River. The average alti-
tude-at Khaskovo is 180 m.

There is a continuous sinld.ng ‘of the 1ayers, and the sk pe of: "~

the lowlands changes in accordance vr.lth the geo ogic epoch; but this

movement cannot be noticed uhonw easurcd in
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The only elevations which disturb the flatness of this pluin -

are the Plovdiv hills. They ure remnants of an old mountain which
was connacted with the Sredna Gora Mountains on one’ side é.nd the
‘Rhoddpe Mounteins on the other, Becsuse of the sinking and shaping
up of the Thracian lowlands during the Tertiary Era the connections
of these hills with the mountains located north and south of them
were broken and covered by lake and river deposits. Only the highest
parts‘of this mountein remsin visibls like islands in a Tertiary sea,
which today are 6nly lonely elevations on the flat Plovdiv plain,
Denudational processes rapidly pulled down the crystalline schist
cover of these heights, under which was. located an intrusive mass of
rocks vhich had cooled off after their eruption. Later on, under
the continuous destructive action of atmospheric changes, the Syenite
Hills acquired their present shape. According to some authors the
eruption of the magma rock took pjace during the Mesozoic Era, while
according to others it took place much earlier, during the Paleozoic
Era., There ere seven such hills, The !c;uth Hi1l (Dzhendemtepe) is
the highest. Its altitude is 282 m; it rises 122 m above the low=
lands. The other hills are na.med Stalin (Bunardzhika), Vasil Kolarov
(Sakhattepe), the thrae Orfey hills (Dzham'baz‘bepe, Nebettepe, and
Taksimtepe), and, finally, the Markova Mogile Hill, which has al-
nost been 1evaled off, due t.o ‘rock quarry mining. All these hills
are solidly connected underground The Sakhattepe and Bunardzhika

hills, as well as the Bunardzhika and Markova Hogila hills, are con=-

nected neer the g'round, while the Nebettepe, the Taksiltepe, and Dzhambaz-

tepe hills look elmost like one hill.

i
The Plovdiv hills have played an important defense role in ‘bh.

past, and today they are the best decoration of the Bulgarinn “capital“»

of the south,
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The Chirpan Hills

From the point of view of physical geography thg Thracien low-
lands are divided into two pleins: the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain and
the Stara Zagore plain. The Chirpan heights are the boundary tetween
these two plains., To the north they are almost connected with Mount
Surnena, while on the south they end north of Chirpan.City. The*
western border is the valley of the Medovska River, while to the
eést they reach a point near the Vinerovo and Mogilovo villsges and
also the valley of the upper Syuyutliyka, These are small hills
grooved and crossed by nany ravines stretching in all directions
and deeply entrenched in the body of the hills. The highest peak
among these hills is Kitkate Peak, 651 m in eltitude, The second
highest pezk there is Keleto, 647 m. However, there are many other
peaks located on these hills which reach almost the same altitude.
Most of them are named the same -~ Kaleto —— and are covered with

remnants of former fortresses,

The northern slopes of these elevations are covered with forests,
while the southern slopes are almost bare or occasionally covered
with small bushes., Seen from afar, these bushes look as if they are
artificially planted, being located in almost regular and parallel
lines., The cause of this peculiarity is the rock content of ‘the
elevations. These elevations are made of cretaceous (Cenomanian)
limestone marls and sandstones. bﬁf.h rain the sendstone erodes more
easily, to form soil favorable to the development of vegetation. The
limestone marls are harder, howe!var, and more diﬁficﬂt to erode;
hence they remain as long white stretches on the sui'faca -of the
hills, Because a wavellke structuro takas plaoo in the folding of

the various strata, the voge'cation i'ollo's thess folds, and whon seen

from afar offers an extramely picturesqu. v:lnw\ (6
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To the south the Chirpan elevations become lower and flatten
out. They end with the heights rising immediately before Chirpan
Citye To be found on the slopes of these heights, which consist
of old Tertiary limestone, are the most beautiful vineyards of this

region.

Some’ of the rivers emerging from these heights continue as
individual rivers, while others merge with side rivers which spring
from the Sredna Gora Mountains., Along its reaches one and the same
river mey be given various names after: the name of the particular
settlement through which it may be ﬁassing. For example, one river
can be called the Chekhlarska, then the Medovska, ete.

Despite the fact that they ere hills, the Chirpan heights are
of great economlic importunce. They are covered with fields, vege=
table gardens, and vineyards. Vineyards predominate in this region

and are the main livelihood of many settlements in this region.

The East Rhodope Foothills
Even though included within the boundaries of upper Thrace ’

the East Rhodope foothills are entirely different from the flat
Plovdiv and Stera Zagora plains, This vast ;'egion covers the south-
‘eastern ‘part of Thrace. It resembles the topography of the hilly
parts of the Danube plain; To the north and northeast it reaches -
-the valley of the Haritsa River, which at this point has,gng;rowed
considerebly.

‘ To the south it is 1imited by the slopes of thes northeastern
Rhodope ‘Mountains. To the west the hilly nature of the terrac_e'
gradually disappears west of Taterevo villagq (Pt_:i,'vomay‘okol:lyg),,_
west of the valley of ‘the Heotka River at DulbokIzvor villag.. ‘
Finally, the end of the t;rrace ex@!}dé‘:‘;;*?,,i'_,; \ié‘_x;oii)' villagemoro h

. to the soutil.u ‘ ‘ ‘ U ' R
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© Until recsntiy certain parts oi’ th:‘iz's' region bore other names,
such as Purvomey plain, Khaskovo plain, Khaskovo valley, etc.,
regardless of the fact that these names did not correspond to the
geographicel nature of the region; since these were not valleys
with flut Tields at the bottom. The entire region is in folds and
consists of long hills, individual mounts, and low slopes of the
Rhodope Mountains protruding to the north and closély connected
with the mountains. The northern part of this region includes two
long hills which at places are entirely flat and cultivated, and
at other places quite high and covered with rocks, forests, bushes,
and grass. The hill located more to the north is the Uzundzhovski
hill, which stretches east of Klokotnitsa and Kasnakovo villuges,
passes south of Krepost village (Bluska Chuka, 285 m altitude) and
reaches up to Aleksandrovo village (highest point of the hill, 313
m). From thers it goes to the noriheast and_ the east where the
Maritse River cuts a path through it, then goes west ofi%daritaa
City and north of Kharmanli City. The second hill is Kk:gskovo Hill,
It is a branch of the Rhodope Mountains and a continuation of the
Golyamo Cradishte Hill, which is located south of the Khaskovo
Mineral Dam. Increasing its height it reaches south of Klokotnitsa
Village, ot which point can be seen ruins of the re}wrkab‘l_e fortress
built by King flsen‘which once hald sn impox"ta_xlxt defense positions
At this point both hills touch, Then farther on to the east the
Khaskovo Hill continues, passing north of Khaskovo City and the
Kharmanli Highway and gradually disappearing in the direction of
Khermanli City. Coming from the south numerous branches of the
Rhodope Mountains go down these foothills. The mos‘l; ilfaortant of
them is Khukhlata, whose various branches and individual peaks ars

higher than thé Uzundzhovo and Khaskovo Hizlis; These heights cover.

large areas in the Khaskovo and Khermanli areas, thus giving a

. .5
12 -
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semimountainous character to this land eroded by many rocky ravines
and small rivers. South of Khaskovo thlig region is a folded
teirace and is orossed by highways which run almost to the south
and climb up or down these hills. This entire region is cut across
by the Khaermunliyska River and its tributaries, as well as by the
Banska River to the north and by many kurst springs and ravines.
There is water in all these revihes, but during the drought

period this water decreases until it is entirely insufficient to
irrigate the thirsty agricultural cropse Only the pumps built
near the river beds of the Kharmanliyska, Khaskovska, Uzundzhovska,
Banska, snd other rivers operate 2/ hours a day; but this water
helps irrigate only part of tﬁese river valleys, Dam irrigation
is required for this region, and such an irrigation projéct has
already been undertaken,

The Cliwbtézof the Thracjan Lowlands

The geographical location of the Thracian lowlends is 42° 15

No latitude. The geographical location of the Danube plein is 43°
35' H. latitude, The difference between them is approximately 1°
20', This difference in locution has in turn brought about a dif-
ference in temperature which is of great importance to the culti-
vation of the }rax;ious agricultural crops, In this'caae the dif-
ference in temperature shoﬁld normally have been 0,8° G (at sea
levol), while in fact the difference is larger, rarging from 1 to

1.5° C. It is clear that this difference has a favorable. influence
in the protection on the more delicate cropa of the Thracian ‘lqw-
lands during the winter,

The higher temperature of the Thracian lwlanda oonpared with
the Danube plain is due to the long Stara Planina Hountains and ‘
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Pleven

Sadovo

“the wide opening of the Maritsa River valley to the Aegean Sea.

Of course the lowlands would have bsen even better off and warmer
without the huge and wide Rhodope Mounteins, which binder the free
passage of the Aegean Sea ¢limatic influencs. If we compare the
annual temperature variations of Pleven with those of Sadovo,
both of which are located at almost the same geographicullongi-
tude and latitude, this difference in temperatures of the Danube
and the Thracian plains becomes evsn cleo.rer.- In addition, the
Thraeian lowlands are lower in altitude than the Danube plain,
COMPARATIVE TABLE SHOWING
TEMPERATURES IN PLEVEN AND SADOVO

(For the period 1916-1945; Roman numerals indicate months)
Altitude I I II1 v v VI VII
5.8

6.5

TIIX

163 -1.8 0.4 21.0 23.5

1.9

12.5 17.3 22,8

153 0.0 12244 17.2 2142 2440 234

X X iz XII Annual average Annual aemplitude

18.8 3.1 6.2 O.1 11.6 2543

19,1 24.0

13.3 73 1.8 12.3

The above table shows that Sadovo and the Thracian lowlands

" are 0,7° C warmer than the Danube plain.

In order to point out clearly. the temperature situation of> the

~entire Thracian lowlands, it is necessary to give data relating to

the temperature of the various parts of the lowlands,

The tuble on page 16 shows that the predominating climate of
the lowlands is a transitory contingz_xjpai clinate witix maximum
tempsratures occurring in July and minimum in January.‘ The average
ennual temperature in Purvomay‘ is higher than that, of all the other -

weather stations except Svilengrad. - Here ‘bl;_e,»fiah\;zxyy"t,eﬁpqﬁydzfé"}é -

\
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the lowest in the lowlands, while in Stara Zagora it is the highest
(except Svilengrad). This is why figs, pomegranates, and other sub-
tropical fruit in the Purvomay ragi:on regularly freeze, while in
the Stara Z%agora region they last through the winter season (with
rare exceptions). Conditions are better in Khaskovo and best in
%he Svilengrad region, The absolute ginimal temperatures, which
acour in January, are as follows: in Purvomay -32.8° G (the lowest
in the lowlands), in Staru Zagora -20° G, (the highést, and even
higher than that in Svilengred). The stete of the climate of the
lowlands becomes even clearer when we see the dates on which the
last and first frosts occur in several places of the lowlands.

(See Teble, page 16, top). Stara Zagora again is in the nost

favored position,

If we analyze the average monthly temperature of the soil (for
Sadovo), we can see that it never drops below 0° C. On the surface
the soil is L.4° C; at 2 cm it is 1.8° C; at 20 cm it is 2.2° C; at
95 cm it is 7.2° C. The average minimal temperature on the surface
can reach up to —4.,6° G, At 2 cm it reaches ~2.6° C, and even up
to 10 cnm underground it is still below zero (=0,4° C)e 1Im the case
of Stara Zagora the situation 1s considerably better. The subsoil
parts (roots) of the subtropical vegét‘étion in the Sadovo-Pufvomay.
reglon do not freeze, but the stem above the surface of the soii
does. In order to be protectsd. it must be covered with protective

~ mulch such as straw, etc, Analysis of.the. tegperatmie of the )
Thracian lowlends indicates that the following warmth—]roﬂx‘zg crops
could be sx):ccesai'ully grown here: cotion, anise, poppy, sesams seed,
peanuts, 'rezine," etc. Certain parts of the Thracian lowlands are ,_

also favorable to the cultivation of certain 'Hét_iiﬁrranpan“ fruits

such as figé, pomegranates,- etc.; particularlyin the StaraZagorn,

/

_15..
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Khaskovo, }(harmanli, and Svilengrad regions. If special care is
3
taken (treuches and other means of ‘erop protection), tlese crops

——

may be grovm all over the lowland.

AVERAGE DATES OF FIRST AND LaST FROST (1930~1949)

Last First Latest date of Earliest date of
frost frost lsst frost first frost

Pazardzhik 9 Abril 27 October 30 April 1948 ‘ 29 September 1931
(Plovilv 7.l 29 Ostober . 5 May 1935 28 September 1931
Stara 2agora2/, Harch 23 November 17 4pri} 1945 2 Ochober 1931
Khaskovo 11 april 2 November 5 May 1935 4 October 1930
AVERAGE HONTHLY AND ANNUAL TEMPERATURES (1916-1945)
(Roman numerals indicate months)
Altitude I iI III v v VI VII VI
Pazardzhik 205 6.6 12,2 16,8 20,8 23.3  22.6
Plovdiv 160 6.6 12,4  17.2 21.1 23,6 22,7
Purvomay 134 6.7 12,7 17,7 218 24,5 239
Stara Zagora 234 6.3 11,8 16.8 20,7 23.5  23.0
Khaskovo 192 6.8 12.3:  17.0 20,9 23.7 23.4
Svilengrad 52 7ol 12,7 17.6 21,7 24,2 23,3

X XIT  Annual average Annual amplitude -
Pazardzhik 2.0 121 23,0
Plovdiv ‘ ‘. 12,3 23.3°
Purvomey ) . 12.8 C 244
Stara Zagora .5 12,3 22,6
Khaskovo S 125 - 23.1

Svilengrad ) ' _ 22.5_,_-‘
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' AVERAGE MONTULY AND ANHUAL
PRECIPITATION QUANTITIES

(For the. pericd 1921-1945;
Roman numerals=months)

II 11T v
Pazardzhik 35 29 49
Plovdiv 32 32 43
Purvonay 51 39 37 52
Stara Zagora A7 35 37 54
Khaskovo 61 41 43 57

Svilengrad 54, 45 40 51

Vil X £
Pazardszhik K7 3? 39

Plovdiv 40 32 38
Purvonay 45 34 54 ‘
Stara Zagora 53 ‘ . 27 49
Khaskovo 36 . 27 53
Svilengrad 37 33 52

Pazardzhik
Plovdiv
Purvonay
Stara Zagora
Rhaskovo

Svilengrad
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Horthwestern or western winds predoninate over most of the
lowlands. ¥inds come-fz"om the north only in the Stara Zagora
region, but this is a purely local phencmenon due to the infiu-
once of the Zmeavski i’uss and the vall_oy of the Bedechka River.

In the Khaskovo region winds are northern und northwestorn, The
moisture-bearing musses of air which come into. the lowlamda
usually originate from the west, Hers thei Swanl southern winds

do not have the warmth which could burn or dunage crops, as is

@he case in some of‘ the southernmost regions of Bulgurie, Taocse
windsl merely bring warmth and hasten the melting of the snows,

The southern wind is sometimes hot and burning und damages certain
agricultural crops, chiefly in the Kheskovo, Svilengrad, and Stara

Zagora regiongs,

The fertile Thracian lowlands lack an adequate even distrie
bution of precipitation. The Table showing the distribution of
monthly and azmual awrago precipitation proves clearly this une
fevorable condition,

The heeviest rainfall in the larger part of the Plovdiv and
Stara Zagora plains ocours iu May and June, and in the Khaskovo,
. Purvomay, and Svilengz-ad regions in Docomber, In August when
crops néed an abundant amount of moisture in the course of their
naximun growing period, precipitation is not. sufficient. The
valley of the Maritsa suffers from this condition, particularly
in the region betwsen Sadove and Purvomay, where rainfall is less
than elsevhere. Rainfell is much needed in August in the Khuskovo
reglon and along the entire reaches of the Noritsa R:lver in the
Kharmanli' and Svilengrad areas. During that time‘ there ar:ei%{e"
clouds, the sun is hot, : g

‘ ‘ ' : 003-0
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crop needs an adequete amount of  molsture, but this is lacking
in the plains. The Mediterransan climatic influence over the

lowlands is expressed by the high amount of precipitation in
Decenber,

In ths past, during the esntire capitalist periocd, artifi-
cial irrigation was not carried out, and thousands of decares
of very valuable crops were ruined. At present Bulgaria has
undertaken the construction of irrigation projects in this region
on a scale never before seen., The results;are alresdy obvious,
and in the near future thére wvill be no piece of land in the
Thracian lowlends left unirrigated. The famous rich soll of the
lowlands will then show its hidden possibilitiss of unheard-of

fertility.

Rivers in the lowlands
The Thracian lowlands ara drained and irrigated by the Maritsa

River and its numerous tributaries., This river network is wide and

collects the waters of a vast basin covering about 2/3 of the area

of central and southern Bulgsria (35,200 ku°)s The Maritsa tribu=

taries begin as mountain rivers from the Rhodope, Sredna Gora, and

Stara Planina Mountains and the_n enter the lowlands themselves as

large and more tranquil rivers, The central water artery, however, .
_ the HMaritsa River, springs ﬁ'cm a more distant place, i.e., from

the Rila Mountains, which are the highest Bulgarien Mountains.,

The Maritsa River is the largest river in Bulgeria and is

extremely important economicelly, It is the pride of Bqlgarig; and
hss been immortalized in any number of folksongs. It has witnessed .
glorious and sad episodes’ from Bulgaria'spast and’ has s_eexyxllf.hc‘
stormy events in Bulgaria's changi.nghistory T '

¥
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the source of the most fertile alluvial soils in Bulgaria and of
the ir;qomparable fertility of the lowlands, which was achieved
throug}‘x the labor of the people who lived there. In Turkish times
the Meritsa River transported barges loaded with grain from
Pazardzhik to Enos,.

The Maritsa ltiver originates in the Marichini Lakes high up
in the Rila Mountains below Manchu Peak, From the Rila Mountains
nany rapid mountain rivefs and streams flow into it as it plunges
domn to the Dolna Banya pluin, There, already sv;ollen and wider,
it crosses the Momina Klisura Pass, which hus been dug in the
body of the mountain by the river in the course of thousands of
years. At this point there was onoe u solid connection betweon
the Srednz Gora Nountains and the Rile-Rhodope Mountain massif,
East of the Belovo railroad station the Maritsa River enters the
flat Pezardzhik plain and, even bigzger and quieter, takes its
waters slowly toward the east, From this point until 1t leaves
Bulgerian territory at Svilengrad it collects the waters of its
numerous tributaries and runs in a wide riverbed which is filled
in winter and spring with huge masses of muddy waters. The entire
length of the Maritsa Rivgr up to its estuary ut the Aegean Sea is
472 xm, while ‘its length within the borders of Bulgaria (up to
Svilengrad) is 271 km. ‘

In the Thracian lowlands the Maritsa River flows more on the
side of the Rhodope Hountains, following the lowest parts of the
lowlands which have sunk in places along a lo'ng‘ fault,

The flow of water in the llaritsa River is not steady. In
. :

11

winter and spring, when the melting of the snow on Bulgarian

mountains coinc151§n with lengthy and torrentisl precipitation, the

, DY

1 - 20 -
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river floods, At that time its wide river bed is fillsd with
repidly flowing waters which undermine and destroye river banks
and which accumulate. in places huge amounts of alluvial material
to form islands., When the water rises even higher terrible
floods occasionally take place, Particularly disastrous floods
took place in 1858 and 1911, In the 1858 flood great destruce
tion was cauaea by the river., It carried away half of Pazerdzhik
together with the bridge and huge quantities of hsy and sheaves
from the fields, and drowned a large mumber of cattle. At that
time the Maritsa River flooded the low sectors of Plowdiv, destroy-
ing houses and carrying away furniture, timber, hay, and cattle.
A1l the lowlands from Kharmanli to Svilengrad were flooded,

The flood of 18 June 1911, howsver, has never bsen surpassed.
A11 the lowlands from Belove to Svilengred were flooded. An area
of more than 230,000 decares was flooded. Every settlement that
suffered -from this flood still bears traces of it. At that time
not only the Maritsa River, but also its tributaries, all the
small streams and little rivers, were flooded. The destruction
was_incalculable, The hay and rich wheat crops which wers in the
fields were taken away looking like smal]:, islands floating on an
endless sea which had covered the plain. " One could ses timber and
the wooden village barns filled with wheat floating on the water,
behives, and the thick trunks of trees where madly-frightened ani-
mals clung, The hay and .sheaves clogged the river beds, and the
Fivers spread ever wider over the plaini 'This cgtastropéc destroyed
many cattle; s“omeA pesople wers also victims. Fields, vegetable

gardens, and meadcws located on the .vast,_ low Ma;_;téd’ terrace and

along many other rivers were slsoc destroyed., The crpp,\yh:l‘,ch"whs tha B

result of an entire year of peasants' labor was destroyed..
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On the other hand, in contrast to the high waters of Juns,
the waters of the Maritsa and j:ts tributaries greatly decrease
in August, Thes wide sand-covered river bed is almost dry. Maritsa
then bescomes an insignificant river in the middle of which a narrow
streak of water can scarcely push its way through the dry sand,
At that time of the year nobody expects any rain. The soil
becomes hot and cracked. The crops dry out, and there is not
enough water for irrigation. '

The successive Bulgarian bourgeois governments took no
measures to prevent these damages, Bulgaria lagged centuries
behind the other advanced capitalist countries. Some people who
"studied" the irrigational improvement works in Bulgaris considered
that "the idea to build irrigational systems with dikes, canals,
streams, channels, etc., "should be abandoned sinea’ it will
never justify the huge expencitures which will be incurred in their
construction.® Other experts considered that no messures could
possibly be taken against flood, All of these theories have al-
ready been disproved, and at present we are witnessing a pre-
viously u.nheard of construction program, aimed at strengthening
the banks of rivers and irrigating the parched lands, The river-
bed of the Maritsakhas been straightened now, and Beside ﬁhis
river bed atrstch long dikes, The shores of the river have bern
solidified, and the danger of floods has baen permanently ronovod;

From an airplane the Meritsa River looks like .an endless
silvery ribbon shining in the sun and bordered by dark green belts
of willow, poplar, acacia,'and .q‘thér fqrpséé .which have been

planted there to stréngt’;;an the' aﬁpx‘is&'of"iﬁ’i.é";ivéxj {vhigh is.80.. "

" powerful in winter and. spring. ‘Tue dikes ars.thickly coversd:with -
R - i:‘ } i o
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grass, and the water cannot pierce them. At preéent the shores
of the Maritss River include hundreds of standard pumps, as well
as poverful pumping staticns, which draw water night and day for
irrigution. The river bed of the Haritsa has been greatly changed
and this has changed 1life along the Maritsa valley,

The Maritsa tributaries are also of great importance to the

economy of the Bulgarian Feople.

The right wing tributaries of the Maritsa River are shorter
but have more water in them, This is because they collect their
waters from the vast Rhodope Mountains which, with their higher

altitude, are richer in water,

The Chepinska River gets its waters from the Rhodope Hountains,
It drains end irrigates the Chepino valley, crosses a beautiful
Nurrow pass, and enters the lowlands at Varvara village. At this
point originate many canals which irrigate the fields, rice
paddies, vegotable gardens, and vineyards which stretch in the
southern half of the Pazardzhik plain, This entire roglon from
Vervars und Septemvri villages to Pazardzhik ave irrigated by the
Chepinska River, ‘

The Stara Reks River springs from the Rhodope Mountains, It
collects its waters from the Batashid Snezhnik region,’ Reuching/
the lowlands, ‘it is so onti.rely cut up into various branches and

irrigation canals that its old river bed, which originally led

T SR et o

toward the Maritsa River, has almost disappeared. Its irrigational
system joins that of the Grezinska (Vucha) River,

The Vucha River is a considerdbly larger river.. Its basin
includes huge areas between Syutkya, .Kéig’cixal, andPerelik }dpuﬁté:\.v

m— : - 0003-0
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At Krichim village the river leaves the mountains, One of the
oldest Bulgarian electric power stations has been bullt at this
point, It was among the. largest of the first power plants built
in Bulgaria; and, even though it was bullt on the shores of this
largs river, it did not operate fo full capacity. In summer the
waters of the Vucha River greatly decreased and did not suffice

to operate the power plant or to irrigate the land. The people's
regime has solved this problem by bullding the "Vasil Kolarov"
Dam, Now the power plant works with full capacity, and irriga-
tion water reaches even the Purvomay irrigation system. The waters
of the Vucha River irrigate the vinejrards of Krichim, Perushtitsa,
and Brestovitsa; the vegetable gardens around Kurtovo Konarej and
the strawberry and tomato gardens around the Krichim railroad
station. Soon even larger amounts of water collected in the vast
region of the hydropower network in the Rhodope Mountains will
flow in summer, coming from Peshtera and Krichim into the Thracian

lowlands.

The Chepelarska River originates above Chepelare village in

the viecinity of Belomorski Pass and collects its waters from a
~vast basin located between Mounts Cherna'.titga and Radyuva, and

the Ghei‘ni hill, After its waters have been used to run the

"psenitsa IM and "Asenitsa II' VETs [?odnoelektricheska tsendrala -=
) hydro-electric power plant). built by the psople's regime, the river

enters the plain, Its waters‘“and.t.he waters of similar but smaller

rj;vers help irrigate the entire regj:on located between Asenovgrad

and the Maritsa River, which includes the big K.aﬁpnitsa, Sadovo,

and Popovitsa villa'gea.

The Mechka and Kayaliyka Fivers almost completely dry up in summer..’

The Banska River. has more water, since it is joi.néd by’ ater: cqmihg .t‘-xl'oml
e’ Khaskovo-Mineral Bathiss, =  ©
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The thzrmaniiyskn River ;:ollects ii‘.'ﬁ‘gwatere from the northern
slopes of the northea;.stern Rhodope Mountains., Its largestwribu~
tary is the Khaskovska River. Many pumps operate along the shores
of the Kharmenliyska River to help irriga:be the areas along the
river terraces. This river' merges with the Ma‘rit.;;a River at Khar-

manli City.

The left Maritse tributaries are longer, but all of them ex=
cept the Stryama River spring from the much smaller and lower Sredna
Gora Mounteins which have poorer water resources. In addition,
since they are longer, they lose large amounts of water because of
their gravel-and sund-covered riverbeds; end the water evaporates
much more than in the right tributaries, The smaller tributaries

nearly or entirely dry up in summer,

The Topolnitsa River is the westernmost river of the left
Maritsa tributaries. It springs from the northern slopes of the
Sushtinska Sredna Gora Mounbsaihs, crosses the rocky area along the
southern borders of the Zlatitsa-Pirdop plain, and passes across
the Sredna Gora Mountains through a picturesque pass. Its largest
tributary, the Mutivir River, drains the high Ikhtiman plain. -
IAi‘.ter leaviﬁg this plain it is put to.good irrigation uses in the
Thracian lowla.mE, sialit into many canals., It joins the Maritsa
River west of Pazardzhik.

.The Topolnitsa River carries a large smount of sand and gravel

t;n its way. Because of inédéqugte -plan‘n'i'ng,'. the _gonztruqtion 91‘ ‘a
dam which was begun at nH,_nkhowlt,o viile}ge hgs., ﬁe';én’t:elxgpora‘ri}y 1nt,er-
rupted, At present the banks of tlhé-»'i‘qgog;_,nijigé;' arobeing atrengthened
in order to p:‘evbnt floo%_is_. The constru tio thedamw ;1 é arte

"egain in September 1955
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The Luda Yans River runs down the southern slopes of the
Sushtinska Sredna Gora Mountains, and that is why it has 11ttle
water, It is a fast, quite _ter&pestuous river and drags along a
great anount of rocks to dep‘osi.t\on its wide, gravel-covered bed.
Tts basin must be strengthened, This vork has already begune
The Peschenik Rivér' is a smaller river which also originates in
the Sredna Gora Hountains and enters the Maritsa River eaét of

Plovdiv,

The Stryama River is the longest left Maritsa tributary in
the Thraclen lowlands, It is the only one of the rivers flowing
into the Thracian lowlands that b_egina in the Stara Planina Mountzins,
It flows across the Levskigrad plain and through a wide pass lo-
cated between the Sushtinska Sredna Gore.yﬁountaine and the Surnena
Gora Mountains and enters the Plovdiv plain, The Dulgata Vada
Canel branches off this river at the passe. This cansl is used
for irrigating the region located from the pass up to the Maritsa
River at Belozem. The big village Ruzhevo Konare is located on the
Strysma River. This Village is famous for its record yields in

tomatoes,

The Sazliyka River fiows éclzross the Stara Zagora plain, It is
formed by the merger of two large rivers, the Syuyutliyka and
Blatnitsa. The Syuyutliyka River springs srom the Surnena Gora
Mountgins, turns to the east, and pusses across the Stara Zagora
plain south of Stara Zagora City. The Blatn?.tsa River comes from
the city of Nova Zsgora. The Sazliyka River enters the Maritsa

River east of Maritsa City. The largest tributaries of the Maritsa,
the Tundzha and Arda Rivers, are located outside the 'I‘.i‘:rgicianA lowlands,
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SHORT REVIEW OF SOILS

The types of soil here are of great importance to the ferti-
lity of the Thracian lowlands and to the variety of agricultural
crops which are grown here. (The distribution of solls in the low-
lands is given in the newest soil map (in manuseript fornm) pre-
pared by the Soil Institute at the BAN f_,ﬁulgarska akademiya na
naukite <- Bulgarian Acac:lenv of Science_g/— and the "Pushkarov" Soil
Institute.) Thers are three main types of solls in the lowlands,
The best of -them cover a vast flood terrace located on both sides
of the Moritsa River starting at Belovo and ending at Svilengrad,
Located here are alluvial and diluvial meadow soils, In addition
to being near the Maritsa River, this tyre of soil covers the val-
leys (mainly the flood terraoesj of the Topolnitsa, Stryama, Chep-

inska, Vucha, and Chepelarske rivers.

Alluvial soils became of great agricultural importance parti-
cularly after the construction of the Maritsa dikes, which helped
save the most valuable lands from floods and silting, alluvial
solls are easy to cultivate, and the fertilizer used here is assimi-
lated very sasily by the vegetation., Here the subsoil waters which
could be used for artificial irrigation are shallow, located from 1
to 3 m under the soil,” Artesian waters are also found in the Plovdiv
plain., ¥%here the subsoil waters emerge on the surfa;:e, such areas ‘
can_also be cultivated but must be drainet% before cultivation, The
alluvial meadow solls are covered entirely‘wit_‘.hv intens;ve erops,

vegetables, strawberries, melons, peanuts, rice, etc.

The cinnamon forest soils with all their subtypes cover a large
area of the .lowlapds. Typical cinnamon soils can be found in the
Nova Zagora region., The bleached cinnamon .fdréqt. soils can be found

in various places in the Plovdiv plain;. they cover a large ‘p‘a"x.‘t of
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the Stara Zagora plain south of the Sredna Gora Mountains —- from
the Rozovetska River to Stara Zagora and Chirpan —- and also occur
in the Hova Zagora region. They exist also around Purvomay City
and west of that city and can be found occasionally in the southern
half of Purvomay okoliya, mainly along the Kayaliyka River end east
of Asenovgrad. Such types of soil can te found in scattered spots
in almost the entire region of the Khaskovo submountain terrace from
the Kayaliyka River to Svilengrad and north up to the valley of the
Maritsa River (including the lowest terrace of the Maritsa shores).
Podsolis cinnamon forest soils cover the nortﬂsvestern and the
northernmost parts of the Thracian lowlands, as well as the region

situated between the Stryama and Rozovetska Rivers.

In general, cinnamon soils are located on gravelly and. sandy
clay river deposit strata. They consist mainly of heavy sand cleys
rich in iron compounds, thick, and with clay characteristics. During
the droughty period the cinnamon soils become bard; when plowed they
bresk into chunks. In places such soils are very poor;, but given
alrtificial fertilizing and the necessary measures for improving their
consistency and fertility, they could yleld very good crops. Such
measures could expand the areas covered by yegetable gardens, ri;:e
paddies, and many other crops which even now are being grown on such

soils.

The chernozem-pitch (bleached) soils are & rich type. covering
an important section of the Thracian lowlands, They are seen mdinly
"in the Purvomasy region, which is a submountain terraoo south oi‘ tha
Maritsa valley reaching up to the Rhodope Mountains. Following this
same terrace, thely sproad south. and:west of: Khaakovo" cover a large '

percentage, the northwest.ern part, of. Khaskov okoliya south of’ the

Maritsa River valley, and can als 0 be‘ sae
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of Khaskovo along the Uzundzhovska River toward the west,. However,
the chernozem-pitch soilé cover chiefly the largest percentage of

the Stara Zagora plain between the wfalley of the Haritsa from the
south, the Rozovetska River to the west, and Chirpan, as well as

the entire northeastern part of the plain {excluding its northeastern=-
most borders). Individual reglons covered by such soils are found

along the northern parts of the Plovdiv plain.

The chernozem-pitch soils are mostly claﬁsh with thick seams
and are heav:}. Their color varies from dark brown to black, They
are more difficult to cultivate than other soils, which 1s vhy they
must be cultiyated while they still retain the greatest amount of
moisture. In droughty seasons they dry out and crack., However,
considering their good water-retaining capacity, given good irrie
gution, fertilizing, and the necessary agrotechnical measurss, these
pitch soils can give very high yields should they be planted with
crops which produce best on thess types of soils. In the past
these regions were planted mainly with wheat and corn. Later on
such crops were planted in diminishing quantities as the cultivation

~of cotton and sunflower seed expanded,

4lready famous for its fertility, the Thracian lowlands will
be even more worthy of their fame as a rich and generous land after

being completely irrigated and after its soils are improved.

Vegetation

In the past, about 200 years ago, the Thraclan lowlends were
covered by I;ich natural vegetation, 4 lé.rge part of the f)lain was .
covered by forests, which at places were thick and .impenefrable. :

This is testified to by many travelers, who crossed -the lowlends, .

mainly salong the diagonal road, ﬁom Sofia to Constantinople, These )

]
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travelers mentioned the flight into the forests of the Population
during epidemic disesses, 01d people also remember thick forests
and struggles ageinst wild animals for the protection of agri-
eultural crops and cattle, Furthermore, the existence of thege
Torests is proved by huge century-old trees which are still alive
or were growing until recently, as well ag by thick uprooted oaks
and beeches which can be found individually or in groups, Further
proof of the existence of former forests is the number of names
given to localities named for the kinds of trees which Predominated
in the forest, or for wild animels, or for the appearance and nature
of the various forests, Existing in the valley of the Maritsa Hiver
were vast forests entwined with creeping vegetation, inaccessible, and
frequently flooded by the Maritsg, Until recently one could fing
then in many Places, particularly in the Purvomay and Khaskovo
regions, Howsver, far wider forests existed farther avay from the

large settlements, particularly in the mountain foothill regions,

Little forest hus been préserved today. Even the meadows and
pasturelands which existed until Tecently are now cultivated, 4t
present the predozdnatiné férest vegetation along the various rivers,
particularly along the Maritsg River, is represented by will;:ws,
various kinds of poplars, ash, eln, hernbeam, acacia, and other
trees, 4long the higher areas south of the Maritsa valley the i‘orest
vegetation consists mainly of oak forests, thick in phces. ‘Else-
where it consists of individual trees scattered among bushes. Qc-
casionally in the higher and stily uncultivat)ed areas cen be fc;u.nd
the extremely thorny bush, Paliurus aculeatus Lam, known by the
population by its femilier name "Karachaliya, ! Now, however; the
Thracian lowlands ha}ve no forests left, hving 'beégme élmpst entirely

. . N 1 3 . . . i
& cultivated area., Byt even though the. cutting out of trees in:order

.30 -
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to use the fertile land for agriculture seemed wise, it proved un-
wise in our present days of socialism to cut all of the forest; as
this allowed running waters to erode the soil in certain ereas.
This cutting of forests included even patches of natural forest
belts necessary to soften unfavorable climatic influences. At
prosent reforestation has become necessary, particularly in the
heights and occasionally along hillsides, river beds, irriga't;ion
canals in areas subject to swamping, etc. Orchards and forests
must f£ind their places on this vast plain in accordance wi'bﬁ the
nature of the area and the need to strengthen lands exposed to ero-

sion or silting.

POPULATION

Information deseribing the warm and fertile Maritsa lowlands
in glowing terms has come down to us from ancient times, as well
as from travelers during the Turkish domination period. Endless
wars have been fought for the possession of these rich lowlands
from the time of the Thracians and Romans, on through the Middle
Ages, and in the recent past. Along with careful cultivation and
econonic successes these lowlands have seen much bloodshed aﬁd
destruction and temporary neglect, The boson of this lend was
nurtured by the sweat of many people, .few o.lf whon bet_éame ricl"1 out
of it, Only today undei' socialism has this land found its real

master, the real owner of the land, the real master of his own. labor,

The Thracian lowlands were inhabited even in the prehistoric
epoch. Information about the material life of this population
can be obtained from the artifacts discovered, Dnlir a few object?

have been unearthed; but they still give us some’ ideaaboutthe b

period of the communal regime u,'qdpr,whigl};thé opulati
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These artifacts consist of stone un<dz bone tools, remnants of the
populationt!s food (mainly animslfbom;s) » ceramic objects (dating
from more recent times), megaiithic monuments, etec. These reme-
nants heve been discovered in vurious parts of the lowlands, mainly

" along certain naturally fortified rocks and peaks such as the
Khasarya Peak at the Stalevo village, Purvomay okoliya, the Dragoy-
novo and Dobri Dol viliages, in Purvomay okoliya, near Plot;div,
Khisar, etc, We huve much more information about the life and
sooclal structure of the population during the era of slavery., The
population then consisted of Thracians and Romans. MNeny objects

" from this epoch have been found in the Thracian mounds (with which
the lowlands are covered) and in the unearthing of Thracian and
Romun settlements., These objects consi.st’ébf idols, decorations, coins,
household utensils, graves, ruins of ho_uses and fortress walls, etc.
It was during that epoch that there appeared famous cities such as
Evmolpias and Pulpudeva (which later became Philippopolis, Besapara,
the avgusta Trayana fortress at Khisar village, and many others. The
development of this multiphased 1ife stopped during the great migra=-
tion of the people, Then here and in the entire country the Thracian
and Roman settlements weré subjected to mass destru.ction until the
Slavs finally settled down. The history of Bulguim—By;aﬁtm' ro-

lations is also the history of the upper Thracian region.

The la.rgest amount of data concerning 1life in the Thracian low-
le;.nds has been .left from the time of the Turkish ’feuda'l epoch, at
which time 1ife in this land had greatly ch‘ngfged. In the course of
‘early colénization by the Turks Q large percaxitage, of. the Bulgarian
population was killed or chased' away, .but 'latér on the peo‘_ple‘ag‘ai.n .

descended from the neighboring mountains to the fertile 18{§landé* to .

seek a livelihood,.
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Bulgaria's liberation from Turkish ensi}.dvement found poor
backward villages and small unplunned cities in the lowlands, Of
all cities only Plovdiv was of some importance, with its 33,440
population, It was the largest city in Bulgaria., Feeling its
freedom at the beginning, the population increased exceptionally
rapidly; but later on the annual increase slowed down conslider-
ably, particularly during the time of the economic crisis which
appeared at the end of the first decade following World War I, The
increase of the population in the Thracian lowlands since 1910 can
be seen in the following data:

Years Total population Urban population
1910 ‘ 530,556 155,709
1926 656,292 227,023
1946 822,175 298,921

The increase in population in the lowlands between 1910 and

1926 was 237 per thousand, i.e., the annual increase in population
was 14.8 per thousand., The increase in population during the fol-
lowing period, from 1926 to 1946 (the period of capitalist crisis
and fascist terrorism in Bulgeria) was 254 per thousand, i.e., the
annual increase during this period was reduced to 12.6 per thousand.
Stil1l, the increase during that beriod was higher thaﬁ the average
for the total of Bulgaria (8.5 per thousand in 1946),

Taking into consideration that the entire population of the

Thracian lowlands in 1946 -was 822,175 i)eople, of which the urban
;I)opﬁlation asmounted to 298,921 people, it becomes clear that the
urban population ‘amounted to 36.3% of tl'ze ’l:.otul popuiation of the
lowlands. This indicates that the percentage of urban population

here is 1arger4than the average percentage of urban populatic':n for

-33 -
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Bulgurid (25%). Unofficial data on the population indicates that
the percentage of urban population has inereased even more since

the beginning of the period of sociulist reconstruction,

The Tl;rucian lowlands is the most densely pépulated part of
Bulgaria. Geographical density of the lowlands alone is 112,6
people per kmz,; together with the east Rhodope footh;llls, it
amounts to 71.5 people. (The averuge geographical density in 1946
for the total of Bulgarie was 64, people per ku?), This density is
even greater in the most fertile areas along the Maritsa River,
amounting to about 200 people per kmz; and if ve tuke into con-
sizieration the cities (Pazardzhik, Plovdiv, Purvomay, Dimitrovgrad,
Maritsa, Kharmanli, and Svilengrad) which sre located along the
Maritsa River, density becomes even greater. The uverage agrie
cultural density (compared to the arable land) of the lowlands,
together with the hilly parts of the east Rhodope foothills and
in other places, is considerably larger than the average geographi-
cal density. In the Plov&iv, Purvomay, and Khaskovo regions it
varies between 140 to 150 people per kmz and in the Stara z,agora

region it is 120 people per km .

The population of the Thracian lowlands (on tl;e'basis of 1946
data) has a pzredominantly homogeneous structure; The lowlands are
populated by Bulgarians. The other ~ethnic groups in the various -
parts of the lowlands are only 1 to 4% of the total population,
and in certain okoliyas they are even less than 1% (they are 1.5%
in Plovdiv okoliya; % in Stara Zagora okoliya;. leas than 12 in
Purvonay okol.tya, etc, ), Of the mlnorit.ies only the Gypaies and

is insi’gnifi,cant,
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The mass of the population in the, lowlands (mainly in the
villages) is engaged in agriculture, while industry predominates
as a means of livelihood for the population in the larger cities,

The rapid development of socialist reconstruction in the
Thracian iowlanda has basically changed its structure. Industry
has expunded, and agriculture has become mechanized, New city
quafters, as well as entirely new cities s have been built with
excellent housing premises und good living conditions. A new man
has appeared there along wi'th the changes in the economy of the

area. Ihis new men is the builder of socialism,

The People!s Economy

The Thracian lowlands is one of the richest regions of
Bulgaria., Here are produced in large quantities industrial and
agricultural goods of great importance to the economy of the
Bulgarian people. By their economlc geographical structure the
Thracian lowlands are a typical industrialeagrarian sector of
Bulgaria.

Under capitalism it was chiefly agriculture and certain
branches of light industry which ensured rapid, easy, and im-
mense profits for the capitalists and which were developed in the
Thracian lmvlapds. However, here the people's i'egime under the
leadership of the Bulgarian Communist Party developed a wide and
expanded apcialist reconstruction, Industry is developing rapidiy,
and agriculture is becoming more and more.modex:nized. .

After the industrial enterprises were nationaiized, they were
expanded, equipped with modern machines, and better supplied with
1oca11y produoed raw materials. ‘In. addition, the people'a gove i
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radically changed the. industrial structure of the area., Along
with the development of 1ight industry, lsrge enterprises of
heavy industry sprang up here. These enterprises are a pover-
ful lever in the developmeni’. of the entire people's economye

The Thrdcian lowlands already produce chemical fertilizers, val-
uableA chemicals, cotton ;gmd silk fubrics and yurns, cement and

asbestos products, machines, machine parts, etec.

A lsrge amount of the industrial and sgricultural products
of the Thracian lowlands are shipped to other parts of Bulgaria
where they help feed the population or contribute to the develop—
ment of industry, construction, etc. In addition, a large per=—
centage of the produce of this fertile Bulgarian reglon is ex-
ported far beyond the borders of Bulgaria to the USSR, to the
peoples! democracies of Burope and Asia, and to certain capitalist

countries.

Industry

Industry has a leading role in the economy of the Thracian
lowlands. The lowlands include important branches of heavy and
light industries which help each other and are closely interdependent.
The profitable utilization of mineral and agricuitural raw material

depends on then.

‘Marbas is the second basic energy-Iroducing basis of Bulgaria.
Under capitalism the Thracian lowlands did not have a developed
local basis for the production of energy. The 'mining of coal and V

- the production of enmergy did not satisfy by far the needs of the
people's econony in the lowlandse The coal mines Aiizll" the Maritsa

coal basin, deapite the fact tha 'the;g"w'qzje_ knownmsinoa the years

of Turkish enslavex‘ieixt‘,\ were, #o_p oll 'xg;nagéq and wera -iSPijpgrl’:y" o
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mined. Bulgarian capitalists did not suqceed in promoting the pro-
specting for large reserves of deposits éf lignite coul along the
Maritse River valley, The capitalists were also unable to use ade-
quately the coal which is such a valuable source of energy for the
people's economy. The production of coal was in the hands of
several private companies and was done in a very primifive way and

on a very small scale,.

During the years of the people's regime the Maritsa coal basin
has radically cha.ng‘edhitS'econdmic status., Discovered here were the
largest Bulgarian deposits of lignite coal, deposits amounting to
several billion tons, Coal mining was reconstructed on a socialist
basls and rapidly expanded., The old mines were modernized, and
nunerous new mines are constantly being opened, The production of
coal has already been expanded not only around Dimitrovgrad a.ud.
Merichleri, but also far to the east along the basin of the Sazliyka
River (Troyanovo village) and has reached even the foothills of
Mount Brannitsa (Sakar),

This sector of the coal basin is known as Maritsa-East, Here
have been discovered thick seams of coal which are located close to
the earth's surface a;xd~which can.be nined by the open-pit method,
The pepplé's regine is already profitably ‘using these favorable
mining conditions, Powerfui, uli:ramodern Soviet ea..rth-digging‘
mechines operate in the Maritsa-East region. These machines re-
move the earth which covers the coal and thus do ‘the work of thousands
of workers., These same muchines have already started lining the coxl

itself, using completely mechanized methods of vmrk.~ Thus tho people's

i -
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industrialization of Bulgaria and for the modernization of agri-
culture, the eastern part of the Thracian lowlands has become the
gsecond basis for coal and electric energy for Bulgaria., By the
end of the First Five-Year Plan the production of coal in the
Maritsa coal basin increased many times as compared with 1939 pro-

duction,

There are great future prospects for the development of coal
production in the Marbas area, This coal is of great importance
in the production of electrical energy and is an important raw
material for the chemical industry. In addition, this coal is
used for heating purposes, and, mixed with higher quality coal,

it also serves rallroad transportation needs.

Under capitaliém the production of electri:cal energy in the
Thracian lowlands was extremely poor. Mariyno village (now part
of Dimitrovgrad) had a very small and primitive electric power
plant, Certain ciiles were provided with electric energy by some
very small diesel-powere;d eleetric power plants. A powerful thermic
electric plant was completed in Plovdiv only in 1927, and the
"Wulcan" Thermic Electric Power Plant at the Maritsu mine was com=-
pleted in 1929, It was quite big for its time., In addition, the
"Vucha" Hydro;Electric Power Plant was completed in 1933, This
plant was located on the Vucha River in the foothills of the Rhodoée «
Mountains very near the Thracian lowlands. Dus to the lack of
‘water in -the rive:" this power plant did not operate at ell as it
should. ' o

The production of electric energy from these power plants

feiled to satisfy even the then small reeds of the ecomomy’of the

Thracian lowlands. In this region.of Bulgaria the. pé.célgi§~'regi@§.'

PR 1 o

S
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inherited from cepitalisn a great need for electric energy. The
lack of adequate amounts of electric enmergy in the Thracian low-
lsnds hindered the development of industry, agriculture, and the
improvement, of the cultural and living conditions of the populae
tion. That is why the people's regime devoted and continuss to
devote large amounts of capiial investments to the development
of the production of electricity in t;he Thracian lowlands. This
creates a solid foundation for the devélopment of industry and
agriculture in this fertile Bulgariun region., The coal mined in
the Héritsa busin is of the greatest importance to local electri-
city production, This basin has already become the largest center
for the production of electric energy in the entire central and
southern Bulgaria., From afar one can see the proudly rising chime
neys and huge cooling towers of the electric power plants in the
Dimitrovgrad regions. The old "Maritsa I" TETs ﬁoploelektrieheska
tsentrala -- thermo-electric power plan_t.7 has been expanded several
times and has been supplied with modern machines imported from
Czechoslovakia. A speclal thermic electric power plant has been
built to satisfy the need for electricity of the cement and
asbestos plants. However, the production of electrical energy
in the Thracian lowlands wes increased the most by the construction
of the "Vulko Chervenkov" TETs. This plant is the heart of 4
Dimitrovgrad's ixidustry. It is one of the most modern thermic
electric power plants of Bulgaria, It was ~u‘u.:l.l‘i’. with the help of
the extensive aid given by the ﬁSSR. It began operations in 1951,
.and now it transmits electrical energy not only to the Thracian
lowlands, but also to the Rhodope mining bésin, and even ‘as far

as northern Bulgaris.

The eastern purt of the Zhgaeign 1owlandsin thoHarbas

region will become an even larger andmore modern center .of;
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aroduction. A ‘large new entirely modern thermic electric station
named "Maritsa-Fast," which is also known by the name, "Maritsa II,"
will be built in the eastern part of this region., Its original
production capacity will be about 50,000 kw, which is 50% of the
production capacity of all Bulgarisn power plants in 1938, ILater
on other electric power plants will be built in this region.

The production of electric energy in the Marbas region is a
powerful lever in the developmerit of the people's economy in the
Thracian lowlands, the east Rhodope Hountains, southeastern Bul-

garia, and even northern Bulgariu.

The Thracian lowlands have an inadequate supply of water;
nevertheless, hydro-electric power stations are being built,
The waters of the Tundzha River, channeled in the "Georgi Dimitrov"
Dam and tgken through tunnels into the Sredna Gora Mountains, al=-
ready give power to the powerful turbines of the "Stara Zagoral
VETs.

The western part of the Thracian lowlunds —-- the Pazardzhik-
Plovdiv plain -- lacks adequate facilities for generating electri-
city, but it is being helped iby the electri:c energy produch in the
Maritsa basin and by thé water power of the Rhodope Mountains. The
Construction of the "Vasil Kolarov" Dum helped the production of
electric energy of the "Wuchs! VETs. In addition, thé people's
regime bui;l.i two elgctric power plants on the Asenitsa River:
YAsenitsa I" and the "Asenitsa II" VETs, The electric energy pro=-

duced by these power plants 18 used mainly in the Thracian lowlands.

Great successes in the electrification of the Tﬁracian low~

lands were achieved during the peoplé's regime, The syagoii of high o
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tension electric cables spreads the useful electric energy which
helps operate machinery in fdctor,ies and plants, vhich pumps out
huge quantities of subsoil water with the help of thousands of
small and large pumps in the Maritsa River valley, and which
banished the centuries-old darkness in the settlements of the
entire Thracian lowlands. When ones plane flies over Thrace at
night one feels that beneath one is a very real sky glittering

with bright constellations of light.

The Thracian lowlands is the most important center of the
Bulgarian chemical $ndustry., Prior to 9 September the Thracian
lowlands, desplte its raw materials, had no chemical industry.
However, the Bulgurian people's regime, greatly concerned with
the industrialization of Bulgaria, with the increase of yields
of agricultural crops, and with raising the living and cultural
standard of the working people, changed the Thracian lowlands
into the most important center of Bulgarian chemical industrye.
The chief raw materials for this industry are the lignite coal

from the lowlands, as well as the timber and' limestones of the

Rhodope Mountaina.

Dimi_trovgrad is the most ~fmportant nucleus of the chemical
industry in the Thraclan lowlands and in the whole of Bulgariu.
Thanks to t:.he great ald given by the USSR, the people's regime’
built the ngtalin® Chemical Combine, which is the largest and
most modern industrial enterprise -not only in Bulgaria but in the

entire Balkan peninsula. The moat 1mportant raw naterial in its
various kinds of production of ohemicals is the ngnite coal of
the Maritsa basin., Soviet specialists showed how to eonvert

this coal into gss and how to use it as' a source of raw mate'i-iai's -

for chemicals. The "Stalin" Ghemical conbine is of groat inpo
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to the economy of the Bulgarian peop?l_e. .It‘ produces annuelly over
70,000 t of nitrogen fe1-'£il.izers,’ large amounts of sulfuric and
nitric ecids, ammonia, plastics, and other chemicals, With this
varied production this combine helps the devalopmen‘t; of agri-
culture, as well as many ‘industrial enterprises, and produces con-

siderable quantities of goods for export.

The western parts of the Thracian lowlands have developed
the production of cellulose, paper, bcarbide, chemicals for vege-
table sprays, etc. The production of cellulose is an entirely new
branch of the economy of the Thracian lowlands. The people's
regime bullt at the Krichim rajlroad station s large modern come
bine for the production of netron cellulose, i;aper, paper bags,
tannin exﬁacts, etce This plent uses the timber from the Rhodope
Mountalns and the abundant water supply from the karst springs lo=-
cated not far from the plant. The production of this plant is of
great importance to the whole of Bulgeria. In addition, a paeper
mill operates at the Belovo railrosd station,

Meking use of the inexhauétible reéserves of high quality lime-
stone located in the foothills of the Rhodope Mountains in 1953 ’
" the people's regime built nesr Asenovgrad a modern factory for care
bide. There with the help of electric energy limestone is heated in
special furnaces, A smsll amount of coke and charcoal is added to

:lf, and this combination turns into carbide at a temperature of 2,000° C.

The Thracian lowlands is the most importent region of the Bul-
garian canning industry. Even under capitalism vegetable and fruit
canning indust;-ies were strongly developed in t§g>-ﬂmacim lowlandé.
These industries ensured for the gapital‘ist.s tremendous quick pr,oﬁ"bs‘..
This industry is concentrated mainly in the western pm-f, (,f'.v-ﬁhe‘.,k

_[’2- o
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lowlands. The Krichim railroad station, Plovidv, and Pazardzhik
are the most important canning industry centers, not only in the
lowlands, but in the whole of Bulgaria, Stara Zagora, Dimitrov-
grad, and Purvomay also have a certuin number of canning enter-

prises.

There are favorable conditions for the development of the‘
canning industry in the Thracian lowlands. The lowlands have a
strongly developed production of vegetables and fruit. TFooden
packing is easy to find, and there is already an edequate supply
of electric energy. In addition, the railroad and highway net-
works are well developed in the lowlands. These favorable cir-
cumstances have also been used by the capitalists; but because of
the chaotic development of industry it resulted in a super-con-
centration of canning enterprises in the reglon of the Krichim
railroad station, in Plovdiv, and in Pazardzhik, as a result of
which these centers experienced difficulty in being supplied with
raw materials from their vicinities. Of course the people's
regime devoted much effort to supplying these canning enterprises
with raw ma‘oe:;ials produceé in the lowlands themselves, but still
a certain part of the vegetableé must be supplied from more distant
regions. Thus, for example, in 195/ alone j‘.ha canning eﬁterprisea_
at the Krichim railroad station, Plovdiv, and Pazardzhik were sup-
plisd for canning with about 6,000,000 kg of tomatoes and peppers
from northern Bulgaria. However, the socialist reconstructi:on of
agriculture, the expansion of irrigation in the Thracia‘n lowlunds,-
the mechanization of a large part of agricultural production, the

" better zoning, ete., will help improve and evenffu'r;tpa.r condj,jbic;ns
regulating the production of vegotebles and frult, which in the

future will entirely satisfy the needs of the strongly developed

canning industry in sunny Tprio..
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The high~weulity, vitamin-rich, delicious, wnd flavorful
Jellles, jums, preserved fruits, tomato p;;ste, and other products
of the canning enterprises of the Thracian lowlunds are widely
known all over Bulgaria. In addition, the glory of these pro-
ducts 'has‘reached far beyond the borders of Bulge;.ria into the
USSR, Gzechoslovekia, Poland, Germany, Sweden, Great Britain,
ete. Mzm‘ experiences a particular national pride when observing
in Prague, Dresden, leipzig, Berlin, or even on Rugen Island the
high-quality produce of the Bulgarian canning industry in the

shop windows of these countries,

Textile industry: In. the course of the reconstruction of
socialism industry in the Thracian lowlands is being developed
in & planned way and in the interests of the entire Bulgarian
people's economy, Under capitalism this part of Bulgeria, which
produces the largest amount of cotton in the country and is an
important market for cotton fahrics, had only a poor cotton
textile industry. This anomaiy has already been removed, however,
The people's regime has transformed the Thraciun lowlands into an
important center of the cotton textile industry. The old small
textile enterprises in Khaskovo have already been enlarged, modernized,
and expanded. However, the strongest boost in the development oi‘
textile mduatry in the lowlands was given by the construction of
the "Maritsa" cotton textile combine in Plovdiv. This com’bipei is
the largest in Bulgaria. o

The silk textile i.ndustry is also.well developed in the i
Thracien lowlands, This industry has a secure local supply-of ra'
naterials. Svilengrad, Kharm:mli, Khaskovo, and Plovdiv hnva‘ aome
of the most modern Bulgarian enterprises for spinning silk: and or
the production of silk fabric' ’ : 3 o
hat indqugy
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Machine building: This mduétry‘ié'e-new branch in the
economy of the Thracian lowlands. Undor cepitalism the lowlands
included only a fow. workshops and small fectories for the pro-
duction of metal goods, tools, machine parts, ete, Now these
enterprises have been reconstruc;tgd in a socialist wey. They
have been expanded and are of great importar;ce to the economy
of the entire lowlends. Plovdiv has the "Anton Ivanov" Machine
Building Plant and the "V, Kolarov" Automobile Repair Plant,
Stera Zagora, Chirpan, and Nova Zagora have developed the pro-
duction of agricultural machines and tools. In addition,
Plovdiv has a welﬂ-developed metal-processing industry. Here
are produced stoves, steam-heating radiators, nuts, kitchen

utensils, etec,

It must be noted that machine building in the Thracian low=
lands is insufficient by far to satisfy the needs of the economy
of this part of Bulgaria, Here are produced mainly machine parts,
while machines are being supplied from abroad or from machine-
building plants in other parts of Bulgaria,

The tobacco-processing industry: The tobacco-processing
industry is very well davelopéd in the Thracian lowlands, Its
main centers are Plovdiv end Khaskovo. Plovdiv is the most im-

portant center for the pnpduction of cigarettes in Bulgaria,

The constructipn—me_zterials industry: This ,induétry is an im-
portant part in the over-all industrial actj;vity of upper Thracs.
It entirely satisfies the needs of the various construction . pro- '
Jects in the' entire lowlands and even- provides eJ;éess materials -

which sre shipped to other parts of Bulgaria. Dimttrovgrad pro=

duces good quality cement and. as_b;astos and cement goods, - The
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production of lime is-also well develop_ed'here. Lime production
uses as raw material the large deposits of good 'limestone around
the Ognyanovo Railroad Station (Pazardzhik okoliya) and at Dimitrov-
grad, In both plaées there are large modern kilns for the produc-
tion of lime, The thick clsy strata near the Maritsa River are an
excellent raw material for ths production of bricks, tiles, etc.
Large factories for the production of tiles and bricks are located
in Paza.rdzhiic, Plovdiv, Skobelevo village, Purvomay okoliya, the
Cherns Gora village (Chirpan okoliya), Nova Nadezhda Railroad
Station, Kharmanli, and Lyubimets, & large percentage of the
production of these cities is shipped to the extended socialist
construction sites in the Rhodope Mountains, and recently a

certain percentage of this production has even been exported ebroad,

It should be stressed that the Thracian lowlands, which were
& purely agrarian region under capitelism, have raplidly become a
typical industrialeagrarian part of Bulgaria in the period of
socialist reconstruction, Light and heavy industries ere well
developed in the lowlands, They use in the main local raw materials

and greatly help the development of agriculture,

Agriculture

There is no other part of the territory of Bulgaria whiech can
be Compared with the Thracian lowlands in the variety and abundance
of its sgricultural production. There is hardly s.nything that is not
grown in this fertile region of the Bulgurian fatherland! The ‘glory
of the Stara Zagora wheat of the “Zagﬂriya" type is widespread over
all Bulgaria, The ses of heavy rice fields in the Pazardzhik-
Plovdiv plain is a Joy to the sya., The large? Juley bright;rid
tomatoes and the golden yellow peppers of the Thracian lowlands -

-6 -
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amaze evcryona..‘ Hare ‘ggéwibg in great ubundance are delicious,
swest, flavoriul st;awberries,‘fruit, grapes, and watermslons.
When the cobtton ripens in autwm the eastern purts of the Thracisn
lowlands become & zleu.l garden, In addition, sun-bathed Thrace
produces high-quulity tobacco for the economy of the Bulgarian
people., Growing in its warmest soutixeastern part are crops

which are scarcely seen in other parts of Bulgaris, e.g., the
warmth-and sun-loving crops of ses;;\ma‘,"'f"anise seed, caraway seed,
etce This part of Thrace is the largest Bulgarian producer of

wighquality, solid, natural, glossy silk.

Natural conditions in the Thraciasn lowlands ere very favor-
able for an extensive and veried agricultural production. In
the period of transition toward socialism the economic conditions
regulating the upsurge of the rural economy in this region of
Bulgaria are improving more and mors, The people‘'s regime has
created evér-iuproving conditions for the rational use of natural
resources ol the lowlands, teking into consideration the interests

of the over-all Bulgarian. peopls's economy.

Arsble land: Both flat topography and rich soil are favorable
national conditions fpr )a large amount of arable surface in the
Thracian lowlands. During the epoch of feudalism the lowlands were
used mostly for pasture, and later on it was gradﬁally plowed up
more and more. Today the Thracian lowlands include a large per-
centage of arable.land, The average arable land in Bulgaria is 46%

of its ter;‘itory, while in the Thracian Iowlands alone the ai'able'
area covers an average'éf 75% of the t;)tal area, In this respect
the difference between the Thracian’lowlands- and. the Rhodope - '
Mountains is quite noticeable, "In'ths Rhodope Mountains only 5 to: -
108 of the soil'is cultivated. = . L -

3
&
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However, the percentagé of arable land is not the same all
over the lowlands, The 1§nd§ Jocated 10 to 15 km away from the
Maritsa River and mainly in the westeérn part of the lowlands ave
w«lmoct entirely under cultivation, This area includes many
sottlements such as the Krichim railroad station, Komatevo Yagodovo,
Katunitsa, Sadovo, Kulekovets, Parche%}ich, and other settlements
whose areas do not include anmy noncultivated lands.(such as
pasturelands, forests, etc.)e In general, 80% of the area of the
Pazardzhik-Plovdiv and Staz;u Zagora plains are cultivated; while
in tho more hilly lands, such as the Chirpan heights and the sub-
mountain Khaskovo terrace, arable land covers about 40% of the

total area of the rogion.

The Thraclan lowlunds do not offer prerequisites for a con-
siderable expansion of the arable area. Only here and there
could one uproot non-profitable forests which grow on fertile soil.
Along the Horitsa River, and particularly in the Kharmanli and
Svilengrad regions, a small amount of swamp areas could be drained
and cultivated,

.
Socialist reconstruction of sgriculture: Under the people's

regims agriculture in the Thraci_an lowlands rapldly took the path

of socialisi reconstruction. Here were 'orgapized a com;;a.ratively

small number of state farms, but the Farm Workers! Cooperatives

included by the middle <;f 1955 over 2/3 of the farmers and of the

arable land, In this respect the best achievements were reached

in the Chirpan and Novg Zagora regions. Over 80% of the arable land

here belongs to the TKLS [f_zudovo koopezativno 42&3m_e<_1.glsko ) )

stopanstvo -~ Farm Workers' Oooperativg] . Ix}l this r.ex_;‘peg‘b the

Pagzerdzhik and Stara Zagora regions are laggingb hi d, ‘since’ only A

50% of the arable areas of these okoliyas belong to the TKZS

o
[
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Theil-‘arm Horkers' Cooperatives in the Thracian lowlands are
becoming better und better organized, Many of them have special~
ized as vine-growing, i‘ruit-ngoxving, vegatuble-.producing, cotton-
growing, and other type farms. However, thore exists a tendency
for thom to become highly profitable sgricultural farms raising

more than one type of crop.

The Thracian lowlands includ;; some of the riélzest Bulgarian
Farm Workers! Ccoperatives. They serve as models for the Farm
Vorkers! Gooperatives in other purts of Bulgaria. In 1955 earne
ings in money and goods peri work day on these farms were as fol=
lows\le;-gzgf leva for the Zlatitrap TKZ8, 27 leva for the Komatevo
village TK2S, and 24 leva for the Kurtovo Konare village TKZS,

. dgricultural mechanizations Being a region of intensive
egricultural crops, the Thracisn lowlands are considerably bohind
phe graineproducing Danube plein in agricultural mechanization,

The people's regime has changed the aspect of iagricultural equip=
ment in Thrace. A considerable number of machine~tractor stations
have been organizedA in the lowlands. Powerful tractors plow the
fertil& lands of Thrace. Modern combines harvest part of the grain
Crops. Gultivatoré plow the spring crops, and even airplanca{éare
used in agriculture, These airplanes dust vast orchards in the
lowlands with chemicals. Of late a part of the cotion grown in
Thrace is being p:icked with special muchines, In addition, the low-
lands lead in Bulgaria in the number of diesel pumps and electric
pumps’ used in artificial irrigation,

Irrigation in the sci LAY
Irrigation has long been ibr&'é“ticed in the Thracian lowlands,
Vegetabien, almost exclusively, were irrigated. This was a prinitive
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type of irrigation using running water only partislly, and more ex-
tenslvely, water drawn from we;l_ls by tiomastic livestock, such as
donkeys, horses, and mules, Such irrigation is still being prac-
ticed, though it is rapidly disappearing at presei'x‘b. Some irriga-
tion cunals probably date from the end of the fifteenth century,
from the. time rice begaun to be grown.in the Pazardzhik and other
regions along the Maritsa River, During the Turkish feudal period
several large irrigation canuls were dug, some of which are still
being used. The water for these canals was taken from the Maritsa
River by dikes. The waters of the various P&az;itsa River tributaries
such as the Chepinska, Vucha, Chepelarska, Topolnitsa, Luda Yana,

and Stryama, were also used for irrigational purposes.

The main orop which was under irrigation during the Turkish
domination was rice. By the end of the Turkish domination the srea
used for rice crops in the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain reached 75,000
decares., After the liberation the areas of irrigated lands de-
creased bscause of the ban on planting too much rice in connection
with the fight against the spreading malaria, By 1890 rice-growing
expanded once again, Despite this, the over-all irrigated area up
to 1923 (73,848 decares) could not reach the acreage achieved prior

to tae liberation.

During Turkish fendal. times irrigated lands were covered ale
most exclusively with rice, while after the liberation :lrrigation
began being applied to numerous other crops. Almost through the.
entire capitalist period, however, the irrigated areas of other
crops in the lowlands remained considerably u;o;'e 1imited than that

of rices Thus in 1920' rice covered 38,6()0 decares, while &ll other

crops under irrigation covered a total of 24,922 decares. In 1927
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rice ucreage *ncrez.sea, reachina 73, 3'72 decares; vhile all other
irrigated lands decrensed to 23,183, decares. From 1940 to 1944
the over-all irrigated ares of the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv rlain reached
205,000 decaras. This date rsgarding irrigation also opplles to
the entire lovilands, since in the other parts of the lowlands there

wias almost no irrigation through permenent irrigational canalse

4fter 9 September in the epoch of transition toward socialism
extensive construction work was done in the Thracian lowlands. The
irrigntioxi systems in the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plains expanded, and
by the end of the First Five-Year Plan irrigated areas reached a
total of 600,000 decares. This proves that irrigated areas were
now 3 times as big s those during the last years of capitalism,
and that here the irrigeted aree covered simost 1/2 of all irrie
gated areas in Bulgaris. Despite these indisputable successes,
the people's regime is continuing to expand even further the old
srrigation systems and to build entirely new irrigation systems,
such as the Purvomay, Khermenli, and Stara Zagora systems. By the

beginning of 1955 irrigated ereas vere divided into four irriga-

tionwl svstems (see Figure at the end of the book).

The Pazerdzhik jrrigationsl system covers a large region
north and south of the ‘Maritsa River, ‘at whése‘ center lies
Pagardzhik. This system uses the water of the Maritsa, Chepinska,
Topolnitsa, and Inda Yana. rivers. The irriga‘bed lands-hpzee‘;covér‘
almost entirely the Pagardzhik plain between the Sr«.dna (zora and
Rhodope Mountains. The Plovdiv irrigational :system covers an. evenl
1arger ares., In addition to_the Maritsa River mi -=rs, ]
irrigation system uses those “of the Stara, Vuchav Ghepeltrska, and' b
Strysma rivers. This system albo uses the wa.’r.éra oi' tne "Vasil

Kolnrov“ dam., This systam also includes the ;newly areated Purvomay
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irrigation system, which uses only the Meritsa River waters pumped
with the help of three central pumping stations. (The total irri-
gated area is 62,000 decares.)

The Kharmanli irrigationsl system consists of two sepurate
systems located along the Maritsa River: the first one includes
the Yabulkovo, Dimitrovgrad, and Brod regions, which system l:;as
three pumping stations (about 9,000 decares), and the second is
the one consisting of the Kharmanli, Biser, and Lyubimets regions

{16,400 decares).

The Stara Zegora irrigation system included until 1955 a
small region located mainly southwest of Stara Zagora. It used
the waters of the Bedechka River.

However, the irrigated areas of the Thracian lowlands do not
comprise only those included in the various irrigational systems.
Bundreds of pumps draw subsoil or river waters and send them into
the higher sreas and along the valleys of the Kharmanliyska, Banska,

Kayaliyka, Mechks, and Sazliyka rivers, and along meny other
small river valleys outside the various irrigation systems. In
addition, dozens of small dams, gmall water reservoir;;, and other
dammed waters are used for'irrigntion purposes. Despite all this,
vast areaa of the fertile Thracian lowlands still lack irrigation,
A baﬂtls with nAtm for the irrigation of these lands has been
waged since 9 September 1944 The irrigation of these lands is the ‘
purpose of the current widespread construction aimed at éoliec‘bing
all the distant mountain water resources to help :lrrigate the rich

Thracian lowlands and the other plains in northern Bulgaria..

The waters of th‘c Tundzha River hava now been diverted into the

Stara Zegoras plain.. Nature was kind to’ tho Pazardshik—?lovdiv plain,.,

»
i
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while the Stara Zagora plain wasA unfavo:;'ably situdted from this
point of viewe The only river of any significance wh}.ch ran through
1t — the Syuyutliyka River —- almost dries up in swmer. There is
a big river, however, which runs not-far from this plain -- the
Tundzha River, but it was isolated from the Stura Zugora plain by
the Sredna Gora, an extensive mountain ch&in; Over a long period
of time the people dreamed of diverting the watera of this river

to flow through the rich chernozem soil of this plain, bﬁt in the
former capitalist system this was impossible. This difficult prob-
lem was solved under the people's regimé, and the dream of the
people hag already become reallty. The waters of the Tundzha River,
while flowing in the Kazanluk pléin, have bee;x diked by 4 long wall,
Bohind it there has formed a beautiful lake, 9 km 1oné and covering
an area of 8.6 xu?, ihen there is a wind, rolling whitecapped waves
strike thunderously onto the solid concrete walle Even though the
lake has not yet been noted on geographical mups, it appears to have

existed for some time. Here the air is as fresh as near a seashore.

From the dam two canals lead to the east. The left irriga~
tional canal inclul;les the waters going to the Kazanluk plain; while
the right canal, 26 km long, the main irrigational canzl, leads to
the Stara Zagors plain, This canal meanders like a silver ribbon,
going in the direction of the foothills of the fq;’est—-covered Sredna
Gora Mountains; and at Yago@a village entering the‘ if;rst of a Seriea
of tunnels under the mountain. The ovex;—all length of all the tun=-
nels through the mountain is 12,730 ms: One of them 4s the longest
tunnel ever dug in Bulgaria (6,296 m long). At Stara Zaéora the
cunal goes south of the Sredna Gora Mountains, Located at this point

is the "Stara Zegora® VETs, where the water cax‘riéd by the Acgnnl,ﬁ__

already used once by the “Georéi Dim:},trov“‘ Electric Power Plant,:’
. \ N R

B

3N
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plunges with dizzying speed through the waterpipe to give power to
two big turbines, In May 1955 the Stara Zagora plain had abundant
water for the first time. This water will irrigate an area of
about 400,000 decares, out of which 240,000 will be irrigated beyond
the "Georgi Dimitrov" Dam, In a short while this water will rapidly
change the aspect of the plain, There will be vast rice fields;
cotton yields will triple; the Stara Zagora grain will be big and
heavy; and new industrial crops will be planted. The administrative
building which will dirsct the irrigational system is now being built
near the railroad station at Stara Zagora. From here the Irriga-
tion Administration will ‘check and manage irrigation work in the

lands covered by the Stara Zagora irrigational system.

The construction of the "Topolnitsa" dam has resumed. Due to
the large amount of gravel and sand, which are dragged down the
bare slopes of the Sredna Gora Mountains, the construction of the
dam at the Topolnitse.River, which had been started at the Mukhovo -
village, had been temporarily interrupted. After studies which
lasted 5 years and after taking measures against the silting of
the dam, the lovely volces of construction workers were again
heard here in September 1955, Dump trucks started huming up and
down; the huge jaws of heavy earthemoving machinery dug into the
sarth, The concretes plant whichhhad been built earlier began
operations. Nesr it, high in the\ sky is the mobile tower of ﬁthc
crane made of solid steel, To the south one can ’see the seemingly
endless width of the flat Pazardzhik plain across which speeds
the unruly Topolnitsa River. The waters of the river have long
been diverted from the construction site. Now these waters run

through a tunnel which emérges from the ground about 3601‘_» below -

the construction site. Powerful pumps suck up the waters. of the
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small lake which has forlod there an,‘d which othénvise wbuid have
flooded the trenches dng ‘to- house the foundations of the dam. A
shop has been eractad__ there for the repair of machines, New pre-
nises are being built, such a5 & cement depot, a cunteen for the
workers, and housing. The narrow-gauge'railx'dad leading to the
construction site has been~comple£ed. A vast construction pro-

Ject hus been begﬁn here uaing' complex mechanized machines.

The Topolnitsa Dam is one of the most difficult hydro-tech-
nical sites in Buigaz‘ie.. It will have far more storsge space
for water than the Georgi Dimitrov Dam, The wall of the dam will
also be considerably longer than the Georgi Dimitrov Dam, It will

require the pouring of 410,000 m3 of concrete.

Much of the construction material is not located close to the
site, The gravel will be brought from a gravel depesit 2 km awaye
About 130,000 n3 of stone will be necessary; it will be taken from
the quarry which is 1 km away from the construction site. There
ave, however, inexhaustible quantities of sand near the construction
site itself, which facilitates the transportation of this sand to
the concrete plant. The erection of the wa}.l will be started in
1946 /sig/ and will be finished in 1958. At that date the waters
of the Topolnitsa River will start flowing for the first time from
the lake at the dam tovard the fertile Pasardshik plain,

The Arda River will.flow .across the Rhodope Mountains to the

northe The entire Khaskovo. submou;xtaiq terrace, which intélwles
fertile lands, is parched by heavy sunmmer droughts, while the
tempestuous waters of the Arda River speed along the: rocks of the
Rhodope Mountains and enter the Aegean Sea. They havo bcen flowing
freely for a long time without angbody's devising -a nethod o}
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them. The idea of how to turn those waters to the no_rth of tht

mountain is a recent one, born under the people's regime, It was

immediately given serious-considération.

Construction work on a huge scale has begun above the famous
narrow passes of the Arda River, called Sheytankyopryu Passes,
near the Studen Kladenets village. A solid concrete wall will be
eracted at this place. Its constructi;m hes been sturted. It will
collect the waters of a huge lauke vhich at its upper end will reach
Kurdzhali. Here not only will there be built a powerful electric
power plant, but also the waters of the dam will be used to irrigate
over 1 million decures in Khaskovo, Purvomsy, Khai'manli, and
Svilengrad okoliyas. In addition to this dam, the construction of
severul more dams has been envisaged along the Arda River for the
production of electric energy and irrigation. The construction of
the dam sbove Kurdzhali will be started soon. Kurdzhali itself
will remain in the area between two artificial lakes. The plans
envisioning the digging of the main irrigational canals are even
bolder and more difficult than those of the construction of the
dams. These canals will probably be 2 in mmt?er and will begin
from the upper and ?.ower dams, Their construction will be diffi:—
cult; but as ususl this task will be fulfilled. These canals will
bs the longest tunnels ever built in Bulgaria, dug deep under the
chains of the northsastern Rhodope Mountains. The entire irriga-
_tion system of the Arda Dams will'be extremely complicated, con-
nected with many other small dams, micro-dams, and pumping stations
located along the river in the hilly submountain terrace. Thé
Kharmanliyska River will have dams built along its course at the

Karsmantsi and Trakiets villages, A dam will.be built on the Banska
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River at Voden village, and one will be built on the Biserska
River at Biser villege. All in all, the area they will irrigate
will amount to about 143,000 deceres., This will include areas
watered by the Maritsa River, by other rivers, and by deep wells,

The waters of the Arda Dams will be sufficlent to irrigate
other areas, as well, That is why the problem is raised as to a
more extended use of these waters, The vaters of the "Georgi
Dimitrov" Dam will not be adequate to irrigate the entire Stara
Zagora plain. In order that not one single corner of land will
remsin unirrigated, waters from the Arda will be transferred
north of the Maritsa River to help irrigate about 170,000 deceres.
The areus irrigated with waters from the Arda and with waters from
the west Rhodope Mountains will include land beyond the Thracian
lowlands, reaching up to the Tundzha River to the east, and will
include an over-all area of about 1,635,000 decares. The construc=
tion of this irrigstional syatem will be completed around 1972,
which 1s the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan. '

The Rhodope Hydro-Combines The "Vasil Kolarov® Dam, which
was completed und began operztions in 1951, ensured the regular
operation of the "Vucha" VETs, s well as an adequate supply of
water for the irrigation of the Plovdiv and Purvomay irrigational
regions. This, however, has far from completed the over-ali hg’idro-

_ teglmical construction work which has been undertaken in the
Rhodope Mountains, The *Vasil Kolarov" Dam became an iupartant
starting point for the construction of the 8till most powerful
electric power piant system in Bulgaria, consisting of a.triple-
terraced system kmown as the Batak Hydro-Power System, This ay‘sto!x‘n
will conaist of the "Batak, ""Peshters," and "Aleko". hydro—electric

N
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power plants.. Its construction is in.full swing at present, By

the end of 1956 the "Batak" Power Plant will be completed. The
"Peshtera® Power.Plant will be completed by the end of 1957, and

the "Aleko" Power Plant will be éomplef;ed by the end of 1958, The
over-all prod\iction of elsctric energy hers will reach about 500,000,000
kwh,

The hydro-power system includes the construction of the "Batak®
Dam, which will have an average annual flow of 264,000,000 m’ of
water, It will receive the waters of the "Vasil Kolarov® Dam and
of geveral other rivers which will be chunneled into this dam,-
From the west it will receive water along the Bistritsa Tunnel,
which will collect a conaidersble quantity of water from the
Chepinska River, The "Batgk! Hydro-Electric Power Plant, which is
the largest Bulgarian hydro-electric power plant, is being built
sbove Batak village, Along with the "Peshtera" VETs s it will be
the first Bulgarian underground power plant. The waters of the
"Batak" VETs will drein into the former Batak swamp, which will
be changed into & large dam. From here the dam waters will be
directed along tunnels to the '“Peahtera" VETs, from which another
tunnel will take them to thé "Aleko" VETs. From here a surface
'canal will c&w the Rhodope Mountsin waters to the Pazardzhik
pléin; and, west of Pazardzhik City, they will be siphoned north
of the Maritss River, where thoy will be used for the irrigation
of another 500,000 decares in the Pazardzhik and Plovdiv plains,

But this construction p'roject is not ended here. All the
Rhodope Hountain weters, as far as possible, should be collected,
The construction of dans has also been envisaged along the Chepel-
arska River ang along 1t;s tributary, the !ugovské River.  A-dam
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will be built on the Kayaliyke Biver at Brynéovo villuge., These
waters will irrigate an over-all area of 340,000 decares. The

waters of the Purveigtski River will also be used.' These waters

will irrigate another 4,000 decares, and the other waters of the
region will be used to supply water to Plovdiv. The waters of the
Vucha River, the expansion of the hydro-power system, the new dama,
the collection of the Tospat-Devin waters, and other waters and
construction sites will help irrigate an additional 2,213,000 decarss.

This construction will also bs carried out more to the west
into the R‘L}.a Mountains with the construction of the Belmeken Cas-
cade, which will include the construction of the "Momina Klisura
VETs, etc., which will help produce more eleatric energy and water
for irrigation,

The construction of a dam with a power plant is envisaged
north of the Haritsa River on the Peschanik River, which is a
tributary of the Maritsa.

Msin ur in the lowlands

Grain Crops: As in the rest of Bulgaria, during the Turkish
enslavement and during the first few decades of the capitalist de-
. velopment of Bulgaria, grain crops were the basic agri,cuitural
crop in the Thraciun lowlanda., At th#t time the needs of the
population and livestock were completely satisfied with locally
produced grain, Moreover, a large percentage of the grain was ex-.
ported on barges along the Marif.sa River and later by railread
transportation. In the decade following World War I, j:ha Thracian

lowland was still & grain-producing region, However, later on, due
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to the ever-growing expansion in the planting of induat;.'ial arops,
vegetables, and perennial crops in the Thracian lowlends, the
aress covered by grain in the lowlands gradually decreased, Thus
for example in the first 5 yea.t;s of the twentieth century grain
crops covered about 75% of the ares, In the period 1927-1931 they
covered 72%, and at the present they cover only 45% of the entire
areble area of the lowlands. This part of the territory of Bul-

garia is no longer an important grain-producing region.

In the lowlands the production of grain crops is best de-
veloped in the Stara Zagora piain. Here grain occupies about 50%
of the arable land, Here is grown the famous hard wheat of the
"Zagariya" type. The wheat from this grain is used in the baking
of the highest quality products, However, with the introduction
of irrigation in the Stara Zagora plain, part of this grainegrowing
will be sbandoned at the expense of irrigated industrial crops and

other crops necessary to the economy of the Bulgarian people,

In the eastern parts of the Thracisn lowlands -- Khaskovo,
Kharmanli, and Svilengrad okol:fyas, grain crops cover 70 to 50%
of the cultivated area but do not satisfy local needs.‘ Here barley
is the highest yielding crope " This crop should be expanded, being
an important grain crop for fodder; it must be sown more extensively.

The western parts of the lowland -~ the Pagardzhik-Plovdiv
.Pila.:lnz The production of grain crops is the least developed here
of all the lowlsnds, Here they occupy only 36% of the cultivated
area and are qﬁito insufficient to satisfy the local needs of the
population and of livestock, Grain crops are plan‘bed sven less in
the ureas located around the Haritsa River or in tﬁe'én_gall vineyard-growing

i'%
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regions, In some p]:aées i‘%hey océupy'only 20% to 30% of the culti-
vated lands. Thus, for example, only 203 of the cultivated areas of
Purvenets, Merkovo, ' and Braétoﬁfsa villages (Plovdiv okoliya) are
devoted to the cultivation of grain crops.

North of the Thracian lowlands grain crops cover only about 45%
of the cultivated arew, as opposed to the 63% of cultivated land
covered by grain crops for the totzl of Bulgaria. The production
of grain crops in the lowlands is not well developed, bei_.ng an ime
portant region for the cultivation of industrial erops, vegetables,
and perennial crops. The lowlands are sﬁpplied in their need for
grain by southeastern Bulgaria _and by the Dobrudzha regfion,

Wheat and corn are the most widely distributed grain crops in
the lowlands. In addition to the Zagariya type, new and highly pro-
ductive types, such as the Okerman, Sadovka, and others, are wide-
spread in the lowlands, With the presence of properly applied agroe
technical methods, including irrigation, high yields of wheat can be
obtained in the Thracian lowlands. Thus, for example, in 1953 the
TKZS in Gradina village (Purvomsy okoliya) obtained from an area of
40 decares an average of 619 kg of grain per decare of the COkerman
typs of wheat. In 1955 the TKZS of the Zvunichevo village (Pazarde
zhik okoliya) obtained an avertv:ge of 300 kg of wheut per decare in

an over-all area of 1,056 decares,

Corn is less widely distributed than whegt. Average for
Bulgaria, it occupies -26% of the area ;ipfoted'to grain crops; w_h_ile
in the Thracian lowlands it occupies only 15% to 20% of the grain-
crop-sown aress. In the lovlands it.is nost vi&esproadin tho¥

v

Stara Zagora plain, The expansion of the migated aroal ti\nj tb-
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lowland will improve conditions for corn growing. In tho Pazard-
zhik-Plovdiv plain, and particularly in the vegetable growing
micro-regions, corn is cultivated as a second crop for fodder,

and when irrigated it ylelds a good crop.

The Thracian lowlands is the most important region for rice
growing in Bulgaria, The Thracian lowlands have favorable natural
growing conditions for the production of rice. These conditions
are flat areas, rich alluvial solls, fat chernozem-pitch, a thick
river network, a high temperature in summer, a sufficiently long
autumn season, etc, These conditions were used for the cultiva=-
tion of rice in the fifteenth century, when the Turks introduced
this culture in Bulgaria for the first tine,

At first the cultivation of rice was a privilesge of the Turks
only, but by the end of the nineteenth century Bulgarians were also
granted the right to grow rice. The growing of rice was done on
publicly and privately owned lands which the Turks divided into
parcels, These were planted with rice once every 3 to 4 years.

The production of rice was responsible for the construction of the
first irrigation canals in the Thraeie.z_l lowlands. In the nineteenth
century many travelers commeanted that Thrace is an important region
for rice growing, According to Ami Boue and Auguste Viquenel, who "
were noted travelers on the Balkan peninsula and in Bulgeria, by
the end of the nineteenth century 4tos nillion ‘kg of rice were
being i)rodueod in the Thracian lowlands [;;resumably per s'easop7 .
According to Yordan Ivax;ov, prior to the liberation of Bulgaria
from Turkish enslavement about 75,000 decbes of rice were being
planted unnually in the lowlunds, During the first years after the
liberation rice growing declined, since the sowing of rice was
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Torbidden for hygienic reasons (to limit the spresding of maleria).
However, by the end of the nineteenth century this :b‘nn was 1ifted,
and rice production again graduslly increased. The lgreat experience
of the population in the production of rice wus used during the

epoch of capitalism,

Under éap:ltalism the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain was almast the
only region in Bulgaria which grew rice. In 1929, 95% of Bulgarian
rice production was concentra:bed here. Later on rice growing was
also developed along the Tundzha River valley in the Yambol, but
Thrace was still definitely the champion in this respect, For ex-

ample, in 1939, 80% of Bulgarian rice production was concentrated
in Thrace.

After 9 September 1944 rice production in the Thracian lowlands
was not only preserved but even considerably expanded. However, the
relative percentage of rice production in Bulgaria decreased, because
the people's Peogime created a second center of rice production in
northern Bulgeria. In northern Bulgaria rice is grown along part
of the drained lowlands by the Danube River and the well 1rrigate&
valleys along the Iskur, Vit, Osum, Rositsa, Yantra, and other
rivers, In 1954 the Thracien lowlands held only 44% of the total
area devoted to rice cultivation in -Bulgnria; This indicates that
the lowlands have as many rice fields as entire northern Bulgaris.
Gonsequently, even today the Thraciaz‘z lowlands remain the most im- ‘
portant rice-growing region of Bulgarie.,

The most extensive rice-sown areas in the Thracian lowlands are
in the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plsin, particularly in the-dreas north of
the Maritsa River between Plovdiv and Pazardzhik and even farther
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east, Typlcal rice-growing villages in the Pazardzhik okoliya,
which have an _avarége of 1,000 decares of rice sown per village,
ares Velichkovo, Gara Septemvri, Dinkata, Kerabunar, Pishtigovo,
Ghernogorovo, and other villages. In the Plovdiv area the largest
amount of rice is gromn by Tsalapitsa viliage (almost 5,000 de-
c;ares), Golysmo Konare ‘viliage (over 2,000 decares), Benkovski,
Kalekovets, Sekirovo, General Nikolasvo, Rogosh, and other vile
lages. Less rice is grown in the Asenovgrad and Purvomsy okoliyus.
The introduction of irrigation in the Stara %agora plain will help
estsblish this plain as another important center for the cultiva-

tion of rice.

The Thracian lowland population is experienced in rice growing.
The people's regime helps the Farm Workers! Cooperatives and pri-
vate farms carry out measures aimed at high rice yields from large
areas. The average yield of undecorticated rice grown in this area
varies between 350 to 400 kg per decars. Far higher yields of rice
per decare have been obtained when modexn agro-technical methods of
cultivation have been applied. For instance, in 1951 the TKZS in
Tsalapltsa village obta;f.ned an average of 1,180 kg of rice (not de-
corticated) pér’docare from an sreaﬂof 40 decares. In 195/ the TKZS
in Ruzhevo Konsre village obtained from an area of 175 decares 812

kg of rice (undecorticated) per decare.

Production of industrial cropss The Thracian lowlands is an

important production ‘center of industrial crops for‘ the cultiva-
tion of which there are very favorable climatic and soil conditions,
The warm, sunny summer and the comparatively long -autumn season
favored the normal 'development; of many a'grjﬁcu;l,tura}/cropé,wwhic‘h nesd

hest and light, such as cotton, sesane seed, anise seed, tobacco, ete.

5
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The great vnriéty of soils, such as thick alluvial soils, fat
chernozem-pitch, cinnawon, ,cinmmon—fores£, and other types of
sod in the Thraclan lowlands also represent a favorable natural
condition for the growth of varlous valueble industrial crops.

In addition, the people's government improves more and more the
economic conditions regulating the production of industrial ecrops
which are of value to the people's sconomy. In this respect ths
socialist reconstruction of agriculture, the expansion of irriga-
tion, the use of more chemical fertilizers, the introduction of
modern agro-technology, and the planting of new highly productive
types of crops, etc., are of great importance. Many of the in-
dustrial crops which are raised in the Thracian lowlands are val-
usble raw materials for the rapidly developing food, textile, and
other industries, Some of these industrial crops are of great im-

portance to increasing Bulgarian exports.

The Thraciaen lowlands is the most important cotton-growing
center of Bulgaria. As compared with all the othe;' parts of
Bulgaria the Thracisn lowland appears as a region ﬁhich combinea
most favorably all the natural conditions for cotton-growing.

The lowlands: include 'vasi‘; areas of chernozem &nd alluvial soil, .
rich in food substances Tequired for the normal growth of cotton
Sucb soils are those of the Stare Zagora plain in the Chirpan ares,
the Khaskovo area, the northern part of the Plovdiv plﬁin,. etc,
Here, due to the considersble influence of the Medito'rra.noan cli-
mate, the summer is very hot. and sunny. This type of summer ensures
the required heat (36 G to 39° C, which is the average daily tem-
perature), which lasts through the vegetational pgrio& of cotton —
5 to 6 mqnths. Good temperature conditions exist .éyon for tbt pr

duction of long-fiber cotton in the warmest southea;tern_-par‘é
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the lowlands, particulaflx in the Svilengrad area. As is well
knovm, cotton is "a child.of the sun." It grows best at high
temperatures, but requires a considerable amount of soil moisturs.
The precipitstion in the Thraciun lowlunds alone is mot suffi-
cient to provide this moisture, ‘Ac‘cordingly, here cotton suffers
from the frequent July and August droughts; but the dry September
weather, and particularly the October weather, is favorable for
the ripening of cotton. But these favorable natural conditions
vere not sufficiently exploited under capitalism., The Thracian
lowlands is the oldest. cotton~growing region of Bhlgaria. A lerge
percentage of the population is very experienced in cotton growing.
The people's regime made use of this experience, increasing it
even more and iumproving it. In order to help cotton growing in
Bulgaria, and above all in the Thracisn lowlands, the people's
regime made the Agricultural Sclentific and Research Institute in
Chirpan into a Central Scientific and Research Institute for Cotton.
The Experimental Agricultural Station at Sadovo village has also
been changed into a complex experimental cotton station. In both
places scientific workers and specialists carry out thorough
studies aimed at improving types of cotton and at the creation
of new, highly productive, early-ripening, and other types of cotton,
| In addition, research is curried out in order to determine which
&e the most favorable apo-hMCd~Mcﬂﬂings on the basis of
solil and climatic conditions for obtsining high- yields of <:9*t.1'.on.~
The agricultural technical schools in Sadovo and Ehaskovo train

specialists in cotton growizig.
The expansion of irrigated areas in the Thracian lowlands, and
particularly in-the Stara Zagora plain, are of particular importance

.
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to the improvement of cotton growing. 48 ig well ‘known, cotton
suffers from drought, '.:hiéh destroys & lurge part of the crop,
But, with skillful use of irrigation, fer greator ylelds and better
quality cotton fiber could be obtained. Research regu-:f;uig the
nost favorable irrigation of cotton areas on the basis of pre-
dominating local conditlions have been car;i:ed out in the "Maritsa"
Agricultural Selentific and Reseurch institute in PI&vdiv, in the
Hydro-Amelioration Station in Pazardzhik, and in the complex cotion
experimental station in Sadovo. This research established that two
to four waterings, depending on climatic conditions, would increase
the yield of cotton 2 to 3 times, For example, in the Five~Year
Plan experiments conducted in Plovdiv an annual ‘average of 253 kg
of cotton was obtained per irrigated decars, while only 127 kg of
cotton were obtained per nonirrigated decare, Irrigation and ferti-
lizing applied by the TKZS in the Kapitan Andreevo village (Svilen=
grad okoliya) in 1953 helped obtain from an area of 8 decares an
average of 455 kg of unginned cotton per decare. In this respect
the cultivation of cotton with irrigation would guarantee high and
stable yields for the Thracian lowlands., That is why the people's
reglme devotes particularly great care to expanding the area of ir-
 rigated lsnds in the ::otton-produci'ng regions of the lowlands. In
this fespecis the transfe‘rv of the waters of the Tundzha River across
the Sredna Gora Mountains into the Stara Zagora plain is of
particular importance. When the waters of the Arda River start.
flowing in the Khaskovo region another strong impulse to cotton
growing will be given the Thraclan lowlands.

Even without hrigation the appliou‘bion oi‘ modern tgro-techniquis
has helped meny avess in the lowlands obtain ‘cor ot

of cotton: betwesen 100 kg and 120 kg [ f unginned co ton pe carc
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The new types of cotton — nos 2,362 and 2,367 - produced by
the sclentific vorkers of the Central Scientific and Research Insti-
tute in Chirpan are becoming more and wore popular, Type 2,362 has
o higher yield than the widespread type 38, a longer Tiber (28 to
30 mm); it ripens earlier, and the cotton yield of the plant is 35%e
This new type of cotton is widely distributed in Thrace, even in ir-
rigated regions, Type 2,367 has a longer fiver (31 mm to 32 mm) and
a bigger cotton boll, but ripens hterl_;' This type of long-fiber
cotton is widespread mainly in the warmest southeastern parts of
Thrace, and particularly in the Svilengrad area, An increase in

the production of this type of cotton will ensure for the Bulgarian

textile industry a considersble quantity of locally-produced, long-

fiber, high-juality cotton.

The Thracisn lowlunds are the oldest and most important
cotton-growing region of Bulgaria. In the years preceding World
war II over 75% of Bulgarian-produced cotton was grown here, How-
ever, after 9 September 1944 the people's government expanded cotton-
growing in northern Bulgaria, which became the second important
cotton-growing center of the country. Despite this fact, the
Thracian lowlands continue to hold first place in Bulgaria in
cotton growlng. On the basis of 1954 duta the Thracian lowlands
included 43% of Bulgarian cotton-planted areas, which ares produced
over half the total amount of cotton produced in Bulgaria. The
cotton produced hers is of better quality than that in meny parts
of northern Bulgsria. Again, on the basis of 1954 data northern
Bulgaria also includes 43% of the total of cotton planted aress;
while the remsining 16§ are along the valley of the Tundzha River,
slong ‘the Burgas lowlands, and in the fields along the middle reaches
of the Struma River. V
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It should be s;tressed that cotton growing is developed above
a1l in the eastern purt of the Thracisn lowlands, -in Purvomay,
Khaskovo, K}mmgnli, Svilengrad, Chirpan, Stara Zagora,.and Nofy‘a
Zagora okoliyas. In these okoliyas cott;m covers an average of 8
to 12% of the cultivated area; while in some micro-r;sglons of this
aree even 20% of the cultivated area is devoted to cotton. Many of
the settlements in this ares plant an average of 3,000 to 6,000
decares of their lands in cotton. This crop brings the largest
percgnﬁage of monetary income of the farms., Typical cotton-growing
settlements in this region are Uzundzhovo, Gorski Izvor, and
Merichleri villagss in the Khuskovo okoliys; Slavyanovo, Biser, and
Obruchisyte villages (Kharmenli okoliya); Lyubimets, Svilengrad, and

other settlementa.

Cotton growing is less widespread in the western parts of the
Thracian lowlands, where it is located mainly in the zone of the
chernozem soils north of the Maritsa River. In the Puzardzhik=-
Plovdiv plain cotton covers only 3% of the cultivated area. In the
entire Pazardzhik okoliys 12,000 decares of cotion were sown (in
1954), while 7,400 decares were sown in the area of Chirpan, 4,000

decares around Svilengrad, 5,000 decares around Uzundzhovo, etc.

Hemp production: Hemp is an old textile crop grown in the
Thracisn lowlands. ZFt has a deep spindle-iike root, because of which
it grows very well in the thick alluvif-l solls which are located
malnly aI.Long the Maritss River.

Ususlly an average of 25,000 decares is planted annuelly in the

Thracian lowlands; 70% of this ares is concentrated in the Pazardzhik

okoliya. The largest hemp-producing setilements here ‘are Malo Konare
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(it plants over 4,000 decures), Ognyanovo, Dobrovnitse, Yunsteite,
and others. However, in general, bemp production is not typical
of Thrace., Thrace yiolds only 12§ of the over-ull amount of hemp
produced in Bulgariu. In this rospect northern Bulgaria is a much

- larger center, producing 70% of the hemp growm in Bulgaria.

Tobacco growing: In some parts of the Thracian lowland tobacco
growing is of great importance. Tobacco is grown in the peripheral
parts of the Thraclan lowlands, mainly in the foothills of the
Rhodope Yountains, in the so-called collar, which is one of the big
tobacco~-growing regions of Bulgaria. Tho population of these areas
considers tobacco its primary sgricultural crope Soil conditions for
tobaceo cultivation here are far more favoreble than in the plains
and central parts of the lowland., In the foothills of the Rhodope
Mountains and in the southern border parts of the Thracian lowlands
tobacco covers 5 to 10% of aruble areas, and in the individual micro-
regions it is even more strongly developed, Tobecco growing is de-

veloped mainly in the southern parts of the Pazardzhik and Plovdiv
okoliyas, the northern parts of the Peshtera and Asenovgrad okollyas,

and in the Purvomay, Khaskovo, Kharmanli, and Svilengrad okéliyaa.

The areas located near the Maritsa River and north of it have
almost no tobacco growing. What tobacco is.growm:here is of the
lower quality type —— tobacco of the Virginis types Tobacco ggowing .
is comparatively well-developed in the‘noi'thern peripheral parts.of
the Thracian lowland in the neighborhood of the Sredna.Gora Nountains,
but it is not' well devel&ped in the Stara Zagora plain because of -the

unfavorable types of soil, For example, the tobacco planted in ‘the

. 5
entire Stara gagora okoliya is equal in quentity to that in the areas ‘

!

_around Svilengrad, Lyubimets, and Mozek, *

- T0i=
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Tobacco growing is of very great imp"grt,pnce‘ to the Khaskovo
aubmountai.xi terrace., IHere is grown the so-called Kharmanliyska

basma type of tobacco.

Production of oleaginous crops: In the Thracian lowlands, 88
in the rest of B_ulgaria, sunflover seed is the most important
oleaginous Ccrope It is most widely distributed 51“ the Stara Zagora
plain, where it covers aboub 10f of the cultivated area and produéea
abundant harvest';s. Sunflower seed growing 1s less widespread in
the other parts of the lowland. In certai.n jrrigated npicro-regions
it is also cultivated as 2 secondary orop. In the Pazardzhik=-
Plovdiv plain and in the Khaskovo submountain terrace sunflower
geed covers only 2 to 4% of the cultivated area end is not sufficient
to satisfy local peeds. The Stara Zagora plain guccessfully sup=

plies sunflover seed to the population of the remsining parts of Thrace.

Sesame seed is @ typlcal oleaginous crop of the southeastern
parts of the Thracian lowlends, This plant needs high temperature
and abundan® light. Sesane seed develops vest at & temperature of
22 to 25° G, which is WY 4t is most widespread in the warmest parts
of Thrace sud in generul v;i.n the warmest parts of Bulgariae Because
oft these temperature requirements, sesane seed is the latest of an=
nusl crops, being ‘planted by the end of I@ay or the beginning of June
and harvested in September. (iven proper jrrigation it can .also be
cultivqted as & second crop. About 85% of sesame saed production
of Bulgaria 15 concentrated in “the Svllengrad, Kharmenli, and
Khaskovel okoliyase Sesame seed is the first oleaginous “egricultural
crop ever grown in Bulgariu. It was i’irst. planted in Bulgari‘a by the
Turks. Its seed contains about 50% high-grade vagatsblo oil, vh;ich' is
not inferior.in any of its nutritive or taa'r.e qualities to the highast—
quality olive oil and could be coupnrad to walnut 011. i Sesam seod :la
used mainly in the confecti.onery 1ndustry and in the‘pr uction of halva.

-'n-"'

Declassified in P A ,
art - Saniti »
ized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01
: - -01043R001700150003.
-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

Another valusble oleaginous crop which is wéil\l—dpvelopod in
o Y-

the Thracian lowlands is peamuts. Peanuts need high températures
and a large amount of sun, but because they come to fruition with
pods which growii'down into the earth, they need loose soile Such
soil is found mainly around the Muritsa River.

In the pust the Thracian lowlands held first place in Bulgaria
in the production of peanuts. ‘For example, in 1933 the lowlands
produced 63% of the peanuts of Bulgaria. quever, now the first
pluce in peanut production is held by the valley of the middle
reaches of the Struma River, where about half of all the peanuts
grown in Bulgaria are produced, In 1954 the Thraclan lowlands
yielded ohly'30% of the total amount of this valusble oleuginous
crop. Being a leguminous plant, peanuts enrich the soil with
nitrogen, which is why it is a good crop to be planted before other
agricultural crops. Given irrigation and good fertilizing and
proper cultivation, the Thracian lowlands can produce up to 400

kg of peanuts per decare.

Another volatile oleaginous crop typical to the Thracian lo.w-
Jands is anise. Anise is grovm.mainly in the Purvomay and Khaskoval
okoliyas. 1In.the years precedingAworld War, II the lowlands held al-
most & monopoly in Bulgaria in the production. of anise (over 90% of
total Bulgarian anise production). However, during the last few
years anise gfowing also spread along _t’l;e valley of the Tundzha
River and even farther east. ' Today the Thracian lowlands produce‘

about 60% of Bulgariun anise production,

The northeen-parts of the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain produce
motiwr ‘valuable‘ volatile oledginous crop -- mint., With irrigation
excellent yields of mint can be obtuined! In the northernmost parts '
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of the lowlands at the foothills of the Sredna Gora Hountains
the oleaginous rose is grown. The lowlands also hold an im-

portant percentsge of the Bulgarian production of pyrethrum,

The Ihraciun lowlands is an important center of vegetable~-
growing in Bulgaria. Natural and economic conditions in Thrace
favor the production of various types of high-quelity vegetebles.
The rich clay and sand slluvial soils along the Muritsa River
and the almost transitory Mediterranean climate with its hot sunny
summer and comparatively long autumn help the proper growth of
vegetable crops, their early ripening, and the. obtention of high-
quality products. The presence of sbundent shallow subterransan
naters, a thick river network, and flat topography favor artificizl
irrigutio‘xir which is absolutely necessary for most of the vegetables

grovn in Bulgsria.

Vegetuble growing is an old mesns of 1livelihood for a large
part of the population of sunny 'mrace.. The population has col=
lected much experience in vegetable growing and continues to per-
fect it under the care of the Party and Government. In addition,
the dévelopm_ent of vegetable production in the Thracian lowlands
is aided by I1'.he very vell develt;ped canning industry, the presence
of large con:sumption centers, a well=-developed tra_nsp;artation net=

work, etc. ' \

Under capltalism the Thracian lowlands vra.e the most important
vegetable-growing regiqn qf Bulgaria. In the period.of transition
toward socialism, despite the fact that vegetable production in-
creased in the remsining purts of the country, Thraoe continues to
hold one of the first places in this respect 1n Bulgaria. Accord=

ing to 1954 data, the Thraclsn lowlands include 1/4 of thn total
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of vegetable-planted areas in Bulgaria. These are concentrated
mostly in the lands located at e distance of up to 10 to 15 km
along the Maritsa River. The largest \;egatable-growing region in
Bulgaria is the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain, Muny of the local
settlements obtained their highest incomes from the production

of vegetablss, Of particularly great importance here is the pro-
duction of early vegetables which, because of the favorable climate,

ripen 10 to 15 days earlier thun those in northern Bu;l.garia.

The main specializetion in vegetable growing in the Thracian
lowlands is the production of 'boxﬁatoes. The lowlands include
about 40% of the tonato-plaqtad areus of Bulgaria, The production
o;‘ eurly-ripening tomatoes is p&i;.ticulurly vwell developed, In this
respect the lowlands are definitely leading, gince they produce
over half of all the early tomatoes of Bulgaria. By using speclal
hurus pots, growing the m&ugvgs,in cold frames, and because of
other agro-technical undertakings, the tomatoes ripen by the
middle of June., A& large percentage of them are exported. Here
there is also a well-developed production of early and late tomatoes.
Nevertheless, tomto production in the Thracien lowlands does not
sntie!‘fy the needs of the canning snterprises, which are capable of

great productions

~ The production of tomatoes is bedt developed in the settle-
mente around Plovdiv and Pazardzhik. ‘I‘ypical settlenents for great
tometo production are the following Plovdiv okoliys villagea: ‘
‘Eurtovo Konare, Gara Krichim, 2latl él‘rap, Brestovitsa, Purvenets,

Tsalapltssa, Ruzhevo Konare, Streltsi, Pravishts, Nedelevo, and

others. Many of these settlements plant zbout 4,000 to 6,000 de-

cares of tomstoes each, The TKZD in Ruzhevo Konax;c village has

.7
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grown 24,826 kg of tomitoss per decare; which is & world record
in tomato production. Early tomatoes for the same TKZS have been

cultivated, reaching 7,384 kg per decars.

Tomato growing is leas dov?iopod in the Pazardzhik area.
Main centers of this production are ?;he following villages:
Govedare, .Khndzhie'v, Lozen, Malo Konare, Chernogorovo, and others.
In =sddition, tomatoes ars produced in villages along the Maritsa

River in the Purvomay, Khaskovo, Kharmanli, and other okoliyas.

Pepper is also well developed in the Thracian lowlands, but
in this respect this part of Bulgarian territory is not a very ig-
portant production canter. It includes onl{ 22% of the area de-
voted to pepper growing in Bulguria. High—:;nnlity types of pepper,
such as the Pazardzhishka kapiys, the Kurto‘v'l'ska kapiya type, ete,

are grown here.

It is worth noting that the production of cucumbers is very
well developed in the Svilengrad okoliya (Lyubimets, Novo Selo, and

other villeges).

The Thracian lowlsnds is one of the important viticultural
‘ﬂxnugi;ons of Bulgaria., Under capitalism some parts of the Thracisn
lowlands bscame typicﬁl viticultural regions. In £h9 epoch of
transition their specialization in the growing of grapes and the

production of wine was ;;msorvod, increased, ‘and will continue to

bo‘ increased.

Most favorable to viticulture are the.peripl}eral, slightly
- hilly parts of the lowlands located in the foothills of the Rhodope

and the Sredna Gors Mountains. These are windy areas here, & factor
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in preventing many types of vine diseases. In addition, the soil
in these areas is thinner and poorer, ;md the yields of one-year
agricultural crops are gar lower at these places. On these same
goils vinea grow beautifully. Having a well-developed system of
roots, the vines draw the moisture from the deeper parts of the
soil, which is why they suffer far less from drought. In the cli-
matic conditions prevailing in the Thracian lowlands vines devolo§
normally. The grapes ripen late and are full of euget julce,

highly sugared.

The Thracian lowlands include 1/3 of all Bulgerian vineyards.

The vineyerds cover about 3% of the cultivated land of Bulgaria, but
in the Thracien lowlands this percentage is doubled, Viticulture is
best developed in the western part of the lovwlands in the Pazardzhik-
Plovdiv plain and in its peripheral parts, where sbout 12% of its
cultivated lands are covered by vinayards, i.e., J, times higher then
the average for Bulgaria. However, even here vineyards are not
equally distributed over the entire plain. For example, in the
central parts of the plain, particularly north of the Maritsa River,
vineyards cover only 1 to 2% of the cultivated arean, and the grape-
growing does not satisfy even local needs. However, the southern and’
western parts of the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plein located betwsen the
Maritsa River and the Rhodops and Sredna Gora Mounteins are famous
as the most typlcal viticultural region of Bulgaria, The larger
pert of this region is covered by huge vineyards which: i:; many vil-
lages occupy 20 and even up to 40% of the cultivahd lands. Viti-
culture is particularly strongly developed in the following villages:
Markovo, Purveuets, Brestovitsa, Perushiitse, Ustina, Krichil, etc.

West of Pazardzhik typldal vinegrowing villages are the followings
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Vetren, Vinogradets (11,000 decares of vineyards), Lesichovo

(7,500 deoares), the Saptemvri rallroad station, Taerovo, and
others. In this entlre reglon viticulture is the basic agri-
cultural erop which provides the lorgest part of the income of

the farmerse.

The second important viticultural region is Jocated in the
northeastern pert of the Thracisn lowlands. It covers the Chirpan
Hills and the footbills of the Sredna Gora uountaix{s in the north-
westernmost part of the Sredna Gora plain., Here vineyurds occupy
about 10 to 15% of the ‘cultivated area. Typical vine-growing
settlements here are Chirpan, Svobods village, Stara Zegora,

Khrishteni village, Dulboki village, Korten village, et als

Viticulture is less developed in the renaining parts of the
Thracisn lowlands despite the fact that those parts also have
favorable natural conditions for the deveiopmeht of vineyards.

For example, in the Purvomay, Khaskovo, Kharmanli, and svilengrad
okoliyas vineyards cover about 2% of the cultivated land and are
uite unimportant to the economy of this region. However, thanks
to the comcern of the people‘s regime, hera too new sreas have been

~ planted wlth vineyards during the past few years.

The Pagzardzhik-Plovdiv plain is one of the most important
orcherd regions of Bulgaria, Fruit growing is & comparatively new

branch in the economy of the fnlracian lowiands. It has déveloped

mainly in the period between World Wars I and 11, ‘For example, in

1930, when orchards covered O. 5% of the cultivated zrea in Bulgaria,
the orchard-coversd area in the Paza.rdzhik-?lovdiv plain uounted to
) 0 2%, and- in the Stara Zagora plain and the Khaskovo. subnounta.in

terrace only 0.05;‘- of the cultimtod aress.. Ia’oer ‘on fruit growing

B
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developed mainly in the western part of the Thracian lovlands,
particularly in the irrigated lands along the Muritsa River, from
the Belovo railroad station from the west up to Sadovo village

to the east. During the years of the people’s regime. this branch
has developed much more in this part of the country,

About 200,000 decares of orchurds are found in the Thracian
lowlands today. This represents 208 of the entire orchard-planted
area in Bulgaria., However, orchard growing is not an important
agricultural branch for the entire lowlands, It is particularly
important to the economy of. the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain, where,
according to 1954 dats, 15% of the area covered by orchards in Bule
goria is located. For a large percentage of the local population
fruit-growing is the branch of rural economy from which it obtains
the largest percentage of its income. In the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv
Plain orchards cover over 4%, in Bulgaria as a whole only 2% of
cultivated land. However, certsin parts of the plain, particularly
of the irrigated lands around Pazardzhik, the valley of the Stara
River, and the Vucha River va].ley, as well as the area included
between Plovdiv, Asenovgrad, and Sadovo, have becoms.an excellent
orchard-growing region. In density and variety the orchards im
thié reglon can be compared with the most highly developed orchards
in Bulgarie. In these parts of the Thracian lowlands orchax;ds cover
10 to 30% of the cultivated .areas. If one travels “along the railroad

. from Belovo railroad station througkt Pezerdshik, Krichim, Katunitsa,
and Sadovo one will see almost evary%hgre well arranged orchardsv

covered with large, julcy apples, plums, peaches, pesrs, quince&, etc.

' Villsges typical for fruit growing (having over 1,000 decai-ea of
orchards éach) are the following vil]rgges in the Pazax:dzhil‘.k okoliyas

Malo Konqr;,' Z@chevo, Ognyanovo, Pi,ﬁtigpiro; and (5hernog¢>rovca.~ The
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conter of orchard-growing in Thrace is the Krichim plain. Here
this plein includes parts of the velleys of the Stara and. Vucha
Rivers., Over 1/3 of this area is covered by vast orchards, This

field includes some of the best orchard-growing villages not only

in Thrace but in Bulgarla. Among them can be particularly stressed

the villages Krichim, Jurtovo Konare, Novo Selc, end the Krichim
railroad station, These four villages totul 11,000 decares- of
splendid, highly—prqductive orchards, The record production of
epples in Bulgaria has been obtained in this orchard-growing
micro-zone — 13,000 kg i)er decare {(in an area of 2 decares) in

Byaga village (Peshtera okoliyu) e

The best developed orchard-growing settlement in the eastern
part of the Plovdiv plain and in the Asenovgrad region is Katunitsa
village. This is a real porest of orchard trees which surrounds the
village. The village hes nearly 4,000 decares of various orchards
ghich are irrigated and produce & large quantity and variety of

fruite.

Orchard growing is far less developed in the remaining parts
of Thracs. For exsmple, orchards in the northérn parts of the
Plovdiv plain, the Chirpen hills, and in the entire Stara Zagora

plain cover only 1% of cultivated areas.

In general the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plain produces 80% of the
fruit raised in the Thraclen lowlands, while in the renaining parts
of the lowlands orchard—grovring is very poorly developed. For ex-
ample, the central and northorn parts of the Plovdiv plain, the
Chirpan bills, and the entire Stara Zagora plnin devote only 1% of
their cultivated land to orchard growing. Of course fbhene regions
include mmy orohard troes scattered ninly among the vineyards in

the foothﬂ.ls of the" Sredna Gora lluuntainu.
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The poor development of orchard growing in these lands can
also be ssen from the fuct that two en‘t:ire okoliyas, such as the
Chirpan and Stara Zagora okoliyas, have only 16,000 decares of
orchards -~ an area equivalent to that planted in orchards around
only 10 villages in the Krichim plain,

In the southesstern part of Threce, mainly in the Khaskovo
submountain ’oérrace, orchard growing is even less well developed.
Here ‘orchards cover less than 1% of the cultivated lands. Of
course during the last few years, thanks to the concern of the
people's regime, larger and larger areas are being planted with
orchard trees. Despite this, orchard-growing does not satlsfy
locel needs in the entire eastern part of the Thracian lowlands.
It should be developed to a point where it could satisfy entirely
these local needs. However, some micro-zones, particularly in the
hilly areas, could specialize in the growing of fruits even for
export. For example, the Khaskovo submountain terrace has excel-
lent conditions for the growing of cherries, almonds, walnuts,

hazelnuts, etec.

Typj.c:;l of fruit gr(;wing in the entire Thracian lowhﬁd; is

the growing of apples, which is the most widely distributed of all-
the fruits, The Bulgerian average in apple orchards is 30% of

the area devoted to orchards, while in the Thracian lowlands nearly
5(5% is devoted to apples. Apple orchurds are located n;ainly in the
area around the Meritsa River, where there is thick alluvial olay
and sand soil, good irrigation, convenient transportdtion, canning
enter];riaea, qti:. iThe typlcal apple types grown here are liyﬂmiqm,~
Karaat;oyax_xka., Zla'i:haparum, Kurtovka, .Kandile, eto, Ayvaniya spples
" are one of tha best-tasting and longest-lasting of Bulgarian apples.
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Plum trees are less widespread in the Thracian lowlands

than spples., For the whole of Bulgaria they cover nearly 34%

of the area allocated to orchards; while ir the Thracian low=
lands, chiefly because of the warmer climate, they com_pri.se only
15% of the orchards, In addition to apples and plums, the
Thracian lowlands grow pears, cherries, apricots, peaches,
walnuts, almonds, ete. From early spring to late autumn fruii
grown in Thrace thrills one with its wonderful aroma dnd sweet
flavor. The glory of these high-quality vitamin~leden fruits has

spread beyond the borders of Bulgaria.

Warm and sunny Thrace also grows sweet, very L¥ayorful straw-
berries which ripen earlier than the strawberries in northern
Bulgeris. During the period preceding World War II the Thracian
lowlands held first place in Bulgaria in the production of straw-
barries. Now the growing of strawberries has increased in other
parts of Bulgaria. Nevertheless, Thrace produced about 1/}.'{51' of
the entire Bulgarisn strawberry production. This crop is most
typical of the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv plein, where 80% of the area
allocated to strawberries in Thrace has been concentrated. A
certain percentage of the strawberries are exportedlby plane; snother
part goes to the large consumption centers of Bulgariaj; a third part

is frozen, canned, made into jam, ete,

“Livestock Raising

Livestock raising does not play an importﬂnt role in the eco-
nomic 1ife of the Thracian lowlands, It brings a far smaller percentage
of incoms to the population than industry or vegetable growing., Usually ’
the Farm Workers! Cooperatives in the«lowiand receive only 10 to 158k

of"‘ their income from livestock rai;ing. Only certain parts of ths

1 e i ek e

lowlands, particularly the, eastern parts, obtain 20 t0'25% of their

monetary income from livgg‘t'ébk faising.
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In the past the Thracian lowlands were & typica&. 1ivestock
raising region. Dgring the Turkish enslavement vast pasture-
lands stretched hers, where large heﬂs of sheep, cattle, horses,
etc.,.roamed. A large pert of the livestock was sold in the
markets in Edirne and Istanbul., However, after the liberation
livestock raising declined, Most of the land was plowed up;‘;
hence pasturelands decreaséd. The thirst for land which pre~
vailed under capitalism hed a poorlinfluence upon livestock
raising. At that point & large pércentage of the naturel meadows
were plowed, and a large percentage of grain-fodder crops were
neglected at the expense of grain or industrial crops. 411 this
worsened the fodder basis of 1ivestock raising in the Thracian
lowlands, During the years of the people's regime a number of
improvements were achieved in supplying livestock raising with
fodder; but despite this improvement, this important problem has

not yet been finally solved.

Because of the large percentage of cultiveted area, pasture-
land is rare in the Thraclan lowlands. For example, in the
Pazardzhik—}’lovdiv plain, pastures cover only t to 15% of the
a.reas, while in the lands of many villages e.lonb the Mari.tsa. River
‘there are almost no pasturelands. Pastures cover considerable

areas only in the eastern parté of the lowlands, mainly in the

Stare Zagora plain and in the Khaskovo submountain terrace.

Lhe aTea of natural and artificial meadows in the Thraclen
lowlend is insufficient, In Bulgaria as a whole natural meadowa
cover 5%’ of the cultivated area, while in the Thracian lowlanda
they cover only 2.5%. The best meadows in the Thracian lowlands

are thoae along the Maritsa River. Hany of" them ean . be mowed twice

‘

-82 <

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

a year, After artificial meadt;ws the most importaut are alfalfa
meadows, They are widespread mainly in the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv
plain and in the narrow valley of the Maritsa, east of Purvonay.
With the introductioﬁ of irrigation the area covered by alfalfa
is rapldly increesing. The sreas sown in alfalfa will be in-
cressed in the future in the Stara Zagora plain, as well. Alfalfa
is a very valuable fodder crop. It produces julcy forage and hay,
rich in starch, vitamins, and salts. In addition, alfalfa, being
a perennial leguminous vegetable, enriches the soil with nitrogen
and restores the structure of the soil, a factor of great im=-
portance, particularly for lands under irrigation. This crop
should be even more widely distributed in sun=bathed Thrace. The
Thracian lowlands have & poorly developed crop of fodder beets.

It is nscessary to point out that vetch is the most common fodder
crop of the Stara Zagora plain,

Thanks to the great conocern of the Bulgarian Communist Party
and the people's government, the ensilaging of fodder has been
practiced more and more widely in the Thraeian ‘lowlands during

the last few years.

Livestock raising in the Thracian lowlands is still too ine
sufficient to .entirely satisfy the local market for animal producis
and raw naterials. The ‘qest developed is pig raising, mainly of
the white Bulgarian pige The number of pigs has increased greatly »
six;ce capitalism, But pig raising is ingufficiently developed,
except in the main ,iticultural and orchard micro-zomes of the-
lqwlands, .

Cattle raising is less ‘we]_l developed, The predomiﬁatin@

breed is the loeal gray -cattle, which is not, however, purebred.

T =83 -
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The Paardghik-Plovaiv plain excepted, 98% of the cattls are gray
cattle., However, in the western parts of the lowlands, mainly
ercund Plovdiv, there are purebred cattle, meinly the red Sadovo
type and mixtures of Montafon cattle, Red Sadovo cattle,haa.been
estublished as & breed in Sadovo by Bulgarian specialists by
crossing seversl other breeds, It is a large type of cattle
which 18 a good producer of milk, Its average milk productlon
is 4,000 to 5,000 1, but a maximum milk production of 8,305 1

has been achieved, Crossbreeding of Hontafan cattle is also
being carried on, Of the cattle in the Paddrdzhik-Plovdiv plain

13% are purebred.

It is typicul of the Thracian lowlands that cows sre only a
small percentage of the cattle., For example, in the Stara Zagora,
Hova Zagora, snd Kharmanli okoliyas they includs only 30% of the
number of cattle; in the Khaakc;wo and Pazardzhik okoliyas, 36%;
and only in Plovdiv and Purvomay do they reach the average per-

centage of Bulgaria, 45%.

Less widespread is the raising of water buffaloes (mainly

along- the Maritss River), horses, donkeys, end mules.

Sheep raising is less well developed in the western parts
of the lowlands because of insufficieni. pagtureland, but.- in the
eastern parts of the lowllapdq it is compu‘%‘tively better developed.
There are more pusturelands in that ares, particulerly in the -
Khaskovo submountain terrace; The lurge purebred semifine-
fleeced white South Bulgarian sheep is widely developed there. In
the Stars Zagora plain '70$ of the sheep belonyg to this breed; in
the Pazardzhik-Plovdiv pl;in, 60%; only 4% in the Khaskovo submountain

TB e
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terraco. The remaining sheep are Jocal crossbreeds. More white
sheep are to be found in the Thracian lowlands than in the whole
of Bulgaria. For example, in the Stara Zégora plain 83% of <the

sheep are white.

' .
Poultry is not commonly raised, but the Stara Zagora plain

is famous for the ralsing of large amounts of turkey.

The‘{Thi‘ucian lowlands is the largest producer of raw silk in
Bulgerie. The ralsing of silk cocoonsis an old occupation for a
large part of the population of the Thracian lowlands, and is
moat typical of the southeastern part of the lowlands, l.e.y
Svilengrad, Kharmenli, and Khaskovo okoliyas. This small corner
of Bulgaria includes 75% of the mulberry orchards of Bulgaria and
produces the largest amount of silk produced in Bulgeria, It is
not by chance that Mustafa Pasha was successfully renamed Svilen=
grad, i.e., the city of raw silke It is really the most strongly
developed cocoon center of Bulgaria. %he Svilengrad okoliya in-
cludes 40% of the mulbexrry orchards of Bulgaria. Tussze orchards
are distributed mainly along the valley of thre Heritsa River.
Cocoon growing is strongly developed not only 1n the cities of
Svilengrad, Kharmanli, and Maritsa, but also in the villages of
Byubinet;, Biser, etc. The areas gf Lyubimets and Biser include

&8 many mulberry orchards as can be found in all of northern Bulgaria.

Transporta
The Thracian‘lowland-s are criss-crossed by & thick reilrced
and highway‘ngtiork. Tn this respect this region holds first

place in Bulgaria. It is true that the flat topography facilitates

the construction of roads, but the construciion of rouds is based

-85 -

YT . _ age ) - o : -
—Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



. Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

above #1l on the prevailing social and economic conditions.
During the epoch of Turkish feudalism, despite the flst topography,
the Thraclen lowlands were poorly equipped with roads. It wes
crossed by the old International Highway from Vienna through Bel-
grade, Sofis, Flovdiv, Edirne, ending at Istanbul. Traces of ths
cobblestones covering this road can still be seen here and there
in the lowlands. These roads were unpaved znd were very muddy
when wet., Large caravans and oxen- and water-buffelo-driven
oerts hauled goods from the Thracian lowlands to the ports of the
Aegean and Bluck Seas. Part of the transportation was even ace
complished by primitive barges on the Uaritsa River., Loaded with
grain, hides, Samokov iron, etc, the barges arrived at the then
lively port of Enos, located at the estuary of ths Maritsa River.

More modern highways were built in the Thracisn lowlands
during the nineteenth century, mainly in connection with the
penetration of capitalism into the Turkish Empire., The first
train crossed the Thracian lowlands in 1875. That year saw the
completion of the Dedeagach-Svilengrad-Belovo railroad line with a
branch leading from Turnovo Seymen (now Maritsa) to Nova Zagora and
Yambol, This railroad was owned by a capitalist Austrian firm whose
main shareholder was Baron Hirah. That is why for years on end it
was known as the Baron Hirsh Reilroad, After the liberation this
rallroad was continued to the west. ané, through Sofia, connected
with the railrosd to Belgrade. Thus in 1888 the first interastional

" train (Vienne.-Belgra.de—'Sofia—Plovdiv--Constantinople) crossed Thrace,
This railroad line is 8till important today for tzranaportaﬁion
between central Europe and Asia,

Prior .to the coupletion of 'tl;e !ambol;—Burgas railroed line

. (3390);,he connection éet\wpen Sofia and Burgas lrvas Baron Hirsh's

- 36"_
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railroad, which passed through Belovo, Plovdiv-Turnovo, Seiman,
Nova Zuagora, Yambol, and Burgas. dbviously, this pussing through -
Turnovo Seyﬁen was not in the interests .of the’ Bulgarian people's
econonmy. It would have bean-b'e’cter to have the ;:onnaction between
Sofia through Plovdiv and Burgas use the shorter roﬁte, which
passed through Chirpan and Stare Zagora. However, for many ysars
the primtel&—ownqd capitalist company of Baron Hirsh, in order

to ensure gre&%er profits for iiself, obstructed the eoﬁstructioﬁ
of the Plovldiy—-Chirpan-Nova Zsgora railroad line. The comstruection
of this railroad line began in 1896, bub because of the strong ¢
pressure exerted by the company the line wasiinot completed. First,
only the gector Chirpan-Nova Zagora was bullt; but for the re~
naining part of the line foreign banks refused to grant Bulgaria
the credits they had promfseds The influence of the capitelist
company of Baron Hirsh wes so strong that even the Bulgarian Govern-
rent was forced to let the company operate the Chirpan-Nova Zagora

reilroaed line for 24 years at a very low rent,

The predatory private capitalist operations of the first rail-

road line in the Thracian lowlands lasted until 1908, That year
"the Bulga.rian Government puztchns.ed the Baron Hirsh railroad, and

the Plovdiy—cﬁirpan railroad une'wag completed in 1910, Thus, Sofia )
and Plovdiv were connected with Burgas via a more direct railroad .
route, Iatex; on several more railroad lines were laid in the

Thracian lowlands. In 1913 thé trans-Balkan Turnovo-Stara Zagora
Railroad line ws Gompletsd, and in 1932 the Failroad line Rakovski
{now a seator of Dimitrovgrad)eKhaskovo-Kurdzhali-Momchilgrad was
dompleted. The construction in 1937 of the railrosd line Mikhaylovo-

. Rekovaki helped complete the firn’t crosswiase railroad line in the

Thraciun lowlands and northem:Buigaria andiwi‘th ‘the eastern Rhodope
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Mouz;;géins. Thus the Rekovski. reilroad stetion became an importent
junc;ion in the eastern pe.r.‘!; of the Thraclen lowlands. Howevers
the biggest railroad junction in Threce remeins Flovdiv. From

here railroed tracks run in peven directionss to Sofls, Svilengrad,
Burgas, Levskigrad, Panagyurishte, Asenovgrad (via Krumovorrhilrosd
station), Peshtera (vis Krichim rallroad station). In addition,
narrow-gauge rajlroad lines from Pazardzhik and the Septemvri raile~
roaa station helped connect the Thraclian lowlands with the western

Rhodope Mountains and the valley of the Mesta River.

At present the density of railronds in Bulgaria is grestest
in the Thracian lowlands. In Bulgeria as & whole there are 36 ka
of vallroad lines per 1,000 y?, in Thrace 60 ku per 1,000 kn®e
Thus the Thracian lowlands ave 70% better squipped with railroad
iines than is Bulgaria as a whole, This dense network of railronds
55 an imporbant prerequisite to the development of the people's
economy in the Thracian lowlands. Tt tekes cere of the haulage
of agricultural and industrial goods, the transportation of pas=

sengeTs, elice

" The Thracian lo.wlands' also heve a dense netwoxjk of highwayse
The Interﬁnti@al Highwéy from Vienne passes through Sofia-Plovdiv-
Khaskovo—Svilengrad to Istanbul along the valley of the Heritsa
River. "Most of this highway in the lowlands is paved, cemented,
-or aspba}ted. A thi.ck network of pavod highways crisscorsses the
Paza:;dzhik-?lovdiv plain. Several good highways “connect the
Thracian lowlands with the Rhodope Mountains. The! gnra important
,mong them are the following: Pawdzhik—%lingrad, Pamdzhik-
Puhtera, Doapnt-?lovdiv—l)svin, ‘ Plovdiv~-Smolyan,. Dinitrovgrad-
Kurdzhall, etce Other highways comnect, the Thracian 1owlands,wi’§h
the trm-Balkan valloys, (-3 the Zlahitsa—?irdop, K,arlovo,

Ka_sanluk; and sliven highways. .
; : - =88 -
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The people's regime maintains the dense network of highways
in the Thracisn lowlands in good condition end is expanding it
even further. A great number of buses and trucks teke care of the

increasing passenger and freight traffic.

-

Airfields in Plovdiv and Stara Zagora facilitate air trens-
port. A large percentage of the }'msh strawberry crop is ex-
portéd by plane to Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and other

countries,

Internsl Exte Economic Relations

The Thracian lovlands play an important role in the internal
and extsrnal trade of Bulgarisa, ‘i‘his fertile region of Bulgaria,
with its well-developed industry, agriculture, and transportation,
maintains wide commercial reiations with other parts of Bulgaria

and with many foreign countries.

The produce of the industrial enterprises and of agriculture,
despite their great variety, does not entirely satisfy the needs
of the population and the pesople's economy, The larger percentage
of industrial production, such as canning, textiles, tobacco pro-
cessing, and chemical industries, uses locally produced raw
materials, However, other economic branches in the Thracian lowe
lends néed raw materials, seml-finished products, and mchinei'y,
which must be shipped from other parts of Bulgaria or iﬁported from
a&oﬁ. For example, oorta:Ln indusirial brenches and certain con=
struction projects in the Thracian lowlaihds need imported metals,
machines, chemicals, rubber, timber, high-quality coal, electrical-
insulation utcriah', tranaformers, cables, etc. The development
of agriculture in the lowlands is furthered by importing agricultural
machinery {tractors, combines, cultivators, row cultivators, cotton-
picking machines, etc,), phosphate fertilizers, irrigation pumps,

}
chemical insecticides, etc.
. -89 -
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The Thracian lowlends has a large and varied production, a
large percentage of which is shipped to the other.pa.rts of the
country or exported abrosde The lowlands export industrial and
agricultural pro;%ucta, ‘such ;s cement, cément and asbestos pro=
ducts, nitrogen fertilizers, sulfuric acid, carbide, rubber
goods, silk textiles, fresh vegetables, grapes, epples, straw=
berries, preserves, jeiliea, wine, tobacco and cigereties, rice,

sesame seed, raw silk, etc.

The Thracian lowlands has strong economic ties with the
Rhodope region, from which it receives timber for construction
work, for the timber-processing industry, and for the production
of cellulose, colophony (a material necessary for the production
of paper), electric energy, & hrgc quantity of wooden stakes for
vineyards and for the vegetable gardens of the lowlands, firewood,
water for irrigation, etc, In turn, the Thracian lowlends aids
the economy of the Rhodope Mountain region by supplying it with
nitrogen fertilizers, cement-asbestos goods, cement, household
utensils, tools, bricks and tiles, electric energy (particularly

the Rhodope mining basin), vegetables, fruit, grapeé, wine, tex—

tile gooal, shoes, cigarettes, otc.

A1l this indlcates that the extensive mutusl. trade between
the Thracian lowlands and the mlbdope Mountain region helps the

economic development of both these regions.

The ‘Th.raeian jowlands has well-developed economic connections
with the industrial Softa-Dimitrovo region of Bulgaria. " This re-
gion ahips to the Thracian lowlands meinly industrial products such -

as metal-processing machines, electro-technical industrial goods

90 =
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(transformers) electric motors, electrical-power household gcods) »
metals, pectin for the needs of the canning indusiry, coal, coke,
textile goods, SUEHT) etc, The Thracial Jowlands supplies the
large centers of Sofia and Dimitrovo nuinly with food producta,
such as early vegetables, strawberries, grapes, .fx'uit, jellies,
preserves, canned vegetables, wine, rice, clgarettes, etce. These
goods are transported mainly via the Soﬁa—Plovdiv-Svilsngx‘ad

railroad lins.

Economic relations of ths Thracian lowlands with southeastern
Bulgarla are not so extensive. Southeastern Bulgaria ships to the
iowlands grain foods, milk produce, electric cables, transformers,
woolen textiles, concentrated fodder, etc. The Thracian lowlends
ship to southeastern Bulgaria cement and cement-asbestos produce,
nitrogen fertilizers, & small quantity of silk te:yttiles, cigarettea,
ete. In the future the lowlands will also supply goutheastern

Bulgeria with electric energys

The Thracian Jowlands have good econonic relations with
northern Bulgaria. The lowlsnds receive from northern Bulgeria
large amounts of grain food, flour, méat.,’ agricultural machines,
suger, hides, fodder, ete. The jowlands export to northern Bul=
garia almost the same variety of goods they export %o southeastern

Bulgar: is.

" 11 this indicates that commerce between the Thracien low-
lands and the remaining parts of Bulgaria is very active.’ On the
one hand, the economy of the lowlands is essisted by thé other
parts of Bulgaria; on the other, ’g,hs‘ Phrecian lovlands render valu=
able aid to the economy of other regions of the Bulgarian Mother-

1and in the period of soclalist developient.
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Finally, the upper Thracian lowlands play an important role
in external Bulgarien trade. The lowlends import from abroad
mechines for the chemical, textile, and machine-building industries,
and machines for the production of electricity. The lowlands also
import from abroad metals, rubbser, paper, phosphate fertilizers,
rolling stock, ete, The diverse high-quality industrial and
agricultural production of the Thracien lowlands has been’ accepted
very well in foreign merkets. The lowlands expart abroad mainly
cement, sulfuric and hydrochloric acids, nitrogen fertilizérs, pre-
serves and jellies, fresh vegetables, grapes, wine, strawberries,

fruit, papriks, etc. These have been accepted very well in the

markets of the USSR, the peoph'%.! democracies, and many capitalist

countries.
ACROSS THE THRACIAN LOWLANDS

The train pulls out of the Momina Klisura Pass at Belovo to
enter the upper Thraclan lowlamis, From the very beginning, to
the south ;preads an almost ideally flat surface reaching the very
foothills of the Rhodope Mountains, Here the passengers see mainly
viﬁsyards and 6rcha.rds' o-r a combination of both. The vineyards are
weli arranged and consist chiefly of desseft;type ‘grapes on their
long stakes or fastened to trellises. Observing the orchards, one
sees vearious kinds of apples, pears, quinces, pluns,. and the wide
crowns of large walnut trees. This view‘contimxes alwost uninter-
ruptedly up to thg Chepinske River, East of this river one sees
the Pagzardzhik rice fields, famous all over B\}lgaria, which stretch
over a vast area to the north and south of the rallroad track and
of .tha highway to Plovdiv, f These rice fields continue within the
Ploydiv plain, The entire Pazardzhik plain east of the Chepinska

. -‘92-1
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River is coversd with rice and whaat fields, i ndustrial crops

(mainly henpi, orchards, and vineyerds. On the outskirte 'of the

plain are the famous vineyardi-'growing villages Karabunar, Vetren,

Vinogradets, et ale

Pagardzhik

The center of this rich plain 15 the rapidly-developing city
of Pazardzhik. Lesding from the rellroad station to. the city is
a well-paved highway, boxjdered by rich, valuable crops covering
vast fields and gardens. We cross a long bridge over the wide

Maritsa riverbed ami enter the eity.

In Thracian times the city’ of Besapara flourished here. Dure
ing the Niddle iges it was known &s Batkun and was an econonic
center of the Pazardzhik plain. Modern Pazardzhik originated as
& Turkish village of the Pifteenth century; later a large nuaber
of Tatars settled here. The settlezent was located at the junc=
tion of two important trade routes, the Constantinople and the
Bothnia routes., Cradually this village became a city called
Tetar Pazardzhik and soon became importent. It grew particularly
during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and becams one of
the nost active ‘commercial centers in the Turkish state. Circa
1870, the-city had a population of 24,000, i,6., it was larger than
Sofis.' Sold here at annual falirs were rice and wheat from the
Pazardzhik plain, iron from Samokov, end timber from the F.hodope
Mountdins., These goods were transported by barge along the
Maritsa River down toward Edirm and Enos, dnd vt'hen on to Con-
stantinople and other cities. A large caravansary was built to
serve the needs of the merchants of the city; its neme was Kurshumkhan,

Its stables could shelter about 2,000 camels and 3,000 horses.
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This caravansary was fortified by solid walls; its doors opensd
only after a certain aiguai had been given at dawn, and they
closed at dusk, From that epoch (sixteenth century) only the
Eski mosque has been‘ preserved. The Sveta Bogoroditsa church,
dating from the seventeenth century, is famous as an architectural
monument with beautiful woodwork cerved by master craftsmen from

Debur,

After the liberation Pazardzhik declined., However, because
of its fertile plain, it again became 2 market and adninistrative
center of many villages. Its plain becane famous for its high-
quality rice and beautiful vineyards, and slso for its hemp,

tobacco, vegetablss, and fruit.

Even prior to 9 September 1944 certain imdustrial enterprises
were built in Pasardzhik, Under the people's regime these were im-
proved and expanded to hecoms an entire imdustrial quarter of the
city., Pazardzhik has factories for rubber, hemp, and linen goods;
a factory for decorticsting rice, for vegetable oils, fruit and
vegetable canneries; and papriks factories. The city also has

the "Vela Peeva" Textile Combine {producing cotton fabrics). There

L4 . . . .
are also wine caves in the city, Near the railroad station are

werehouses for lumber supplied via the narrow-gauge railroed from
the Rhodope Nountains, Pazardshik is expanding because of the
vast micﬂtwn PazudM piain and because of its railroad junce
tion and busy rziilz'Oad station. Here come goods from Panagyurishte,
Peshtera, and Velingrad, which are sold all over the Pazardzhik
region and shipped to other parts of Bulgarias

Today the city has expﬁrienced a rapid economic and cultural

upsurge. Its appearance is also changing. During a decads of
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socialism its population hus jumped from ‘that of en ordinmary oity
of 23,500 people (in 1944) to about 35,000. The nearby swamps
have been drained and gardens .planted there, The city is reno-
vating itself und is improving 'its sppearance. The new city plan
is particularly interesting. The city willl be crossed by wide
green-bordered boulevards, along which t}ljere lwill be' large housing
units, The center of the city will include é;:gmdiose buildings
such as the House of Soviets, a large department store, a hotel,
and others. There will be & ‘House of Culture, and a large stadium.
The construction of the stadium has already begun. It will cover
an area of 400 ‘decnres and will be able to seat sbout 16,000. The
appearance of the city park, the "Syoboda," located on Svoboda
Island in the Maritsa River, will also be changed. After straighten-
ing the riverbed, the area of the island will be considerably in-
creased, This islund will also include the Park for Culture and
Rest, in which will be built a summer theater, a library with a
reading room, restaurants, athletic fields with swimming pools;

and there will be a considerable amount of grassy lawn for relaxa=
tion and gmmes. The construction of this project has already been
commenced, The City Soviet of the Deputies of the Working People
has built here a large monument to the fellen heroes of the anti-
fascist struggle, This monument includes a bus_t of Metodi Shatarov,
member of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party

and commanding officer of the Third Operative Rebellion Zone, The

monument is 4.8 m high and made entirely of rhyolite. The back of

the monument includes & vault containing the bones of important local-

revolutionary fighters, fallen ﬁ the struggle against Fasclam.

We leave Pazardzhik for Plovdiv., Before us are.the Besaparskl
Hills, the northernmost branch of the Rhodope Mountains, East of
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Pagardzhik these hills reach the riverbed of the Maritsa River.
These low hills of old limestone are entii;’;bly bare., The rare
grass here yellows and dries out in early sxlmmer. But even the
Besaparski Hills are importént to the people's economy. They
are an inexhaustible source>of limestone, used for gravel and
for the production of lime. Near the railwoad track are huge
holes in the ground, the limestone quarries, with their laborers,
sir compressors, and small handcars all busy. From time to time
powerful blasts shake the neighboring rocks and echo all over the
area. Here are located the largest quarries of the Thracian low=
lands. They supply lime for construstion work in Plovdiv, Pazard=

zhik, Velingrad, Stara Zagora, ete,

East of the Besaparski Hills in the joint valley of the .\{ucha
and the Stara rivers is the flat and very fertile Krichim plain.
It is well known for its abundant production of high-grade fruit,
grapes, strawberries, and vagetablea, not only all over Bulgaria,

but also far beyond the borders of Bulgaria.

Across b chim P

The Krichim plain covers the lowest part of the valley between
the Vuche and the Stara rivers; these rivers flow between the ugatern-‘
most branches of the Rhodope Hountains and the Maritsa River. To the
south the plain reaches the steep slopes of the Rhodope Mountains
around Krichim village, and to the west it is bordered by the
Besaparski Hills, whose altitude reaches 400 m. In sumwer these
limey, bare, yellowish hills stand in sharp contrast with the
Krif:hin piain, which is green with thick vegetation, To the east

the plain reaches the low hills sround the historic Berushtitsa vile-

lage; to tha north it is wide open and merges with the vast Plovdiv

' plai:n._
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The length of the Krichim plain, from Krichim villege to
the Krichim Railroad Station, along the Maritsa River, is about
15 km, Abt its center, particularly near Kurtovo Konare village,
the plain narrows to a width of 3 km, but at both ends the plalh
is far wider. A4t the foothills of the Rhodope Mountaine the
plain expands to tlie west and merges with a small plain in the
valley of the Stara River near Isperikhovo villegs, which plain
includes part of the areas around Kozarsko and Byaga villages
(Peshtera okoliya). The entire area of the Krichim plain amounts
to about 80 sq km. Its surface is entirely flat, slightly sloped
to the northeast toward the Maritsa River. Its altitude is sbout
200 my It is covered by deposits of the Vucha and Stara rivers.
Here the fertile soil consists of thick slluvisal soil, and at

places clay and sand soil,

The Krichim plain has a warm sunny summer and a comparatively
mild winters It is located opposite the pass of the Vucha River,
favorably situated as far as wind is concerned, e factor of im- '
portance to the orchards., Here the average annual precipitation
is 450 to 500 1 of precipitation per n2, which is quite éufficient.
Droughts are particularly severe in summer. However, thanks to ir-
r;gation, which was expahdad during the people's regime, droughts
" no longer affe'ct‘ agricultural crop_a. Droﬁght has been completely
conquered hiera, A thick network of canals diStributes the waters

of the Vucha and Stara Rivers snd :_erigatc‘gz' all of this fertile plain,

¥

fl‘he Krichin plain is thickly populat.ed. The largest setile-

ments here are Krichim village (populations 7,600), the Krichim
railroad station (over 6,000), and Kurtovo Konare village (3,800).
‘The entire surfaoe of -the plain is ocultivated., Pasturelands and

\
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grazing grounds are nonexistent, and there is little srable land,
In Bulgaria one farm family has an average of.a;;proximately 42 de=
saves of arable land, while in this plain the average is only 12
docares, L.6e., 3.5 times less than the average for Bulgaria.
About 2/3 of the land here belongs to the Farn u‘lorkern' Coopera.;
tives, which is well orgenized and one of the richest i.n Bulgaria.

They have specialized in the growing of fruit, grain, and vegetables.

Thanks to irrigation, abundant use of fertilizers, and better
and better application of modern agro-technicsl methods, the co-
operative farmers and the private farmers of the Krichim plain
have obtained high stable yields from the various sgricultural
cropse On vast areas here as many as two crops per year can be

obtained.

The main economic branches in the Krichim plain are orchard
growlng, vineya:.:d growing, and vegetable growing. The experience
of the population in these fields ig great, and it is correctly

put to its best use by the people's regime,

A leading place in 4agricu1ture is occupied here by orchard
growing. In many of the settlements it accounts for 1/2 of the
population's income, Orchards in Bulgaria cover an average of 2%
of the arsble land, while here orchards cover 274 of the culti-

vated area.  Even in the area of the Kurtovo Konare village 45%
of the cultivated arez 15 covered by orchards, These orchards
resenble a real forest in the entire Krichim plsin, If one tre.vels
‘from the Krichim. reilroad station by Peshtera by rail, one passes .
through vast orchard éroven, both 6l1d and young, .around Kurtovo

Koriare village, Novo Selo villago, Krichin,; Isperikhovo, and Bysge
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villages. Everything here is concealed in a thick green forest.

Abundent emounts of water quietly flow through the numerous csnals
and irrigate the orderly orchard groves, whose trees are covered
with juicy frult, bending the branches low. Looking at these

vast orcherds, one is convinced that thig is the garden of Thrace.

The Krichim plain has over 16,000 decares of orchards, which
is over half the orchards in the entire Khaskovo okrug, which
equals 80% of the orchards in the entire Blagoevrad okrug. In
orchard saturation the Krichim plain holds one of the first places
in Bulgeria. In Bulgaria there is an average of 216 decares of
orchard per 1,000 population, while in the Krichim plein there
are 50/ decares of orchard per 1,000 population. In the Kurtovo
Konare village alone there are 740 dscares of orchard per 1,000

population, or 2 decares of orchard for every 3 people.

The Krichim plain is & typical apple orchard. In Bulgarla
apple orchords hold 30% of the total area of orchards, but in
this plain they hold 85% of the ares planted im orchards. The
most widely distributed types of apple here are the ayvaniya,
kurtovka, zlatne zimna parmena, et al. Orchard growing here is
carried on by modern uéthods, particulal;ly in the Farm VWorkers'
Cooperatives. The orchards are irrigated and well fertilized, they
are sprayed with special machines, and they are chemically dusted
by planes, An airplane can dust over },000, decares of orchards

per day, thus replacing the labor of 1,500 workers,

Frult growers of the Krichim plain are femous all over the
country. _Applying modern sgro-technical n‘aefihods, ‘they obtain high
orchard yields. They obtain from. vast ‘areas from 3 to 5 tons’ of
apples per deoaro. The . chunpionn in’ this respect liave reached reoord

O
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yields. For exemple, in 1952 in Kurtovo Konare village an average
of 9,748 kg of apples per decars was obtained from an over-all area
of 20 deceres. The entire plain produces annually sbout 30 to 40
million kg of apples. The largest percentage of this production
is exported to foreign murkets; another part is consumed in Bul=
garia; and a certain percentage of it is procsssed in the canning

conbine at the Krichim reilrosd statlion.

In addition to apples, the Krichim plain also has some
peach (over 700 decares), cherry (350 decares), and plum growing.
The DZS'En‘zham zemedelsko stopsnstvo — state farg? near
Kurtovo Konare village raises lemons and other subtropicsal fruit
in coldframes. Congidering the demands of the canning indusiry of
this part of the territory of Bulgaria, the production of sour
cherries and peachos should be increased. Viticulture is of great
importance to the local economy, along with orchard growing. This
ig an old end important occupation of the local population. Vine-
ya}'ds cover 'the sandier and even the gravel-covered solls of the
plain. The Krichim plain has vast vineyards. They cover about 20%
of thé culfivated sres, while the average for Bulgaria is.only 3%
of the cultivated eres. Given proper jrrigation, here up to 4,000
kg of grapes per decare can be obtained. The largest percentage of
vineyards produce dessert grapes, which are sweet, golden-yellow,

famous in the Bulgarian market as well as g.bi'oad.

Another important part of the rural economy of the Krichim
plain is the production of vegetables. This ig of great imporience
to Bulgarian export, and also supplies the Bulgarian canning industry

with raw materiala. The Krichim pla.i.n' holds one of the first places

i
in Bulgaria in the production of vageta‘gies,~ partioularly of early

i
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tomatoes. The Krichim plein includes vast vegetable gardens.
Vegotable gardens cover 1% of the cultivated area of Bulgaria,
covering 13% of the cultivated area of the Krichim plein, The
largest number of tomatoes (mainly early tomatoes) is produced
in the following villeges:- Kurtovo Konare {1,200 decares), .
Krichim railroad station (over 800 decuarss), Novo Selo village,
Kedievo village, etc. Even the courtyards in the villages of
the Krichim plain arve planted with early tomatoes, which are
carefully cultivated. The local population has exceptionally
wide experience in vegetable growing. The population here bens~
fits from the assistance of the scientific workers engaged in
vegetable growing, and it hes made good use of Soviet experience.
Thus great achievements have been obtained by making good use of
the experience of Academiclan Vinogradov, & USSR scientist, in
the reising of tomsto seedlings at low temperatures. This helps
obtain & diseass-resistant, solid plant which can survive tempera=~
tures under 0° C, can be transplanted early in the season, and pro-—
duces an early crop. For example, in 1954 the DKZS in the Kurtovo
Konare village raised tomato plents by'the standard method to ob-
tain an average per decare of 2,820 kg of eurly tomatoes and 4,507
leva of income per decare; while with plants raised by the coldframe
-method the average yleld per decare was 1;,330 kg of tomatoes, and the
income 7,805 leva per decars. In addition, tomatoes can be raised
" {n special humus pots. The Krichim plain and the remaining paris
of Plovdiv okoliya ﬁeld about 40% of the total production of

early tomatoes in Bulgaria.

The production of red pepper of the Kapiya type is also quite

well developed in the Krichim plain, The pepper is processed in the

canneries of the Krichim railroad ststion.
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Orchard-growing, viticulture, and vegetable-growing comprise
the economy of the Krichim plain. The remaining agricultural
branches are poorly developed and feil even to satisfy the needs
of the locel population. For example, grein covers only about 20%
of the arable areas, and & large pert of them are planted as &
gacond crop. After early tomatoes, the area is usually plented
with corn, which, given proper irrigation and fertilizing, ylelds
200 to 300 kg of grain per decere, Industriel crops and livestock

breeding are poorly represented in the Krichim plain,

The traveler entering the plain can see from afar high smokey
chimneys which pinpoint the industriul center of Krichim railroad
station, one of the important industrial centers of the Thracien
lowlands.

Krichim raeilroad station is a new settlement, Hers there were
only fields and pasturelands until 1875, when the Baron Hirsh rail-
road line was built. At first there was only the railroad stution;
it was called Krichim, since most of the lumbermen who floated their
lumber along the Vucha River to the station came from Krichim vile
lage, which is located 12 km frox;x the railrpad stations For years
on end there were only & few saloons and inns around the railroad
station itself, During the years preceding World War I there were
only some 10 houses here. Later on people from the neighboring vil-
lages, such as Kurtovo Konare, Perushtitsa, Tsalapitsa, and otherx;,
sottled around the rallroad ‘at.ation. Thus this settlement beganito
expand, eand by 1926 it had a population of 224, Later on, when
the p;roduction of vegetsbles, fruit, and grapes sold at the markets

of Sofia, Plovdiv, and abroad wes. increased, the Krichim railroad

station becams an inportant‘éxpoxjt center of the entire Krichim plain
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and of neighboring areas. Migration to the tallroad station from
the neighboring villages continued, but later on the village at=
tracted merchants who grew wezlthy from the export of vegetables
and fruite By 1934 the settlement around the Krichim railroad
station had grown to 550 and represented a sector of the neighbor-
ing Bolatovo village, located 2 I north of the station neer the

Meritsa River.

During the years directly preceding World War II the export
of fruit and vegetables from the Krichim railroad station increased
even mclare. in order to accumlate even greater profits, the
capitalists developed the canning industry to a considerable extent.
During the period 1936-1943 eleven industrial enterprises for the
production of cenned vegetables and fruit and wine were built here.
Tn 1947 these enterprises were nationalized, extended, and organized
jnto the large "Vitamina® State Canning Combine. This is the lnrgest
canning enterprise in Bulgaria. In addition, the people's regime
built at the Krichim railrosd station the only Bulgarien plant to

produce cellulose.

The i)opulaf:ion of the K;ichim railroad station increased along
sith the industrial development there. After 1936 the railroad
station became the edministrative center of Bolatovo village, ‘
together with the Krichim railroad station. By 1946 this settle-~
ment had already grown to 2 population of 3,200, In the following -

years, because of the ever-expanding jndustrialization of the
Krichim railroad station, the population began to increase even
more rapidly. For example, in the period 1947-1954 elone 858
femilies came to live here from Plovdlv, Pa.nzardzhik,v Panagyurishte,
Sandenskl, Gotse Delchev, and other ckoliyas. In addition, the

Krichim railroad station provides employment for about l,Ooo-people
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commuting from Plovdiv, Pazardzhik, and neighboring cities, At
present the population of Krichin railrosd station is over 6,000
while in summer the’ fngress of geasonal workers increases the

figure to 8,000 cr 9,000.

It is obvious to the traveler approaching the Krichim rail-
road station that this is an important industriel center., In the
westernmost part of the settlement are the proudly-rising snov=
white buildings of Bulgeria's only cellulose plant. This planbt
is the child of the 1life-glving Bulgarien—Soviet friendship. The
plans for this plant were drafted und the machines produced in )
the USSR. Soviet specialists gave direct help in the construc-
tion of the plant itself, The Soviet Union trained the present

staff of the plant.

Until 1950 there wers only vineyards and fields at the lo-
cation of the present "Stefan Kiradzhiev" Cellulose Plant. Then
construction workers came here, and intensive work conmenced.
Wooden shacks and piles of construction materiszls appeered. Thanks
to the enthusiastic labor of the construction workeés, with the
assistance of the neighboring population and the generous help
of the USSR, the first Bulgarian cellulose plent was constructed
in a short time., It was completed and began production in the

autumn of 1952,

The basic raw material used by the. "Stefan‘Kira_dzhive" cellu~
lose plant is coniferous timber. It is supplied by the western
Rhodopo Mountains, the region of Bulgaria having the greatest zbun-
danos of coniferous trees, Railroad freight cars arrive in the

" yardg of the plant loaded with timber. A vast avea is covered by

[ t . ‘
huge piles of logs. Specizl equipment hauls the lumber to the top
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floor of one of the buildings of the plant. Here the logs are
sawed into rather long plieces, which are sutomaticelly fed into
another mechanism whose huge jaws masticate the wood into
splinters, Later, after a complex chemicel tre:tment, the
splinters ave broken down into cellulose, Usually 200 kg of
cellulose are obtained from 1 t of timber.

Great quantities of water are required in the process of
cellulose production. For example, the production of 1 t of
cellulose requires about 400 t of water, That is why a cellu=-
lose factory must be located near \a. large amount of water. In

this respect the region of the Krichim railroad station is
entirely suitable, Nearby are large karst springs from which
sbundant amounts of crystal-clesr water apring. Using e special
pipeline this water is brought to the plunt and used in the pro-

duction process.

Valusble improvements in the production of cellulose were
made in the last few years, They have brought msny savings to
the pesople's aconomy., For exanple, the production of cellulose
from beech timber was started in 1954. This effected an annual
saving to the peopls's economy of over 5,000 IB of »alusble
coniferous tlinber to be used for construction purposes. The
productiom of tall oil was undertaken here, This is a by-product
of the prooessing of lt;lfut;od 1iquid soap, which until recently

was rejected as waste by ths Stefan Kiradzhiev Plant, Bulgaria

.o ¢ .
will produce annually 350,000 kg of teil oil, which is used in

the productiom of linseed oll. This will help the people's economy
produce 350,000 kg of flaxen and hemp oil per years It is common

knowllyodge thut Bulgaris imports a large percentsge of these types

- 105 -

NP CCIU IVCRNS I S

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-O104ROO1700150003-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

of oil. The production of tall oil at the ‘Krichim railroad station
will help the Bulgarian linseed oil and' varnish industries and will

save for the people's economy 1,500,000 leva per annum.

The cellulose plant at the Krichim railrocd station is of
great importance to the economy of the Bulgarian people, Cellu-
lose is used in the production of nutron paper, from which paper
bags are made; these are necessary for packaging nitrogen ferti-
lizers, cement, flour, soda, ete, In the future cellulose will
also be utilized in the production of artificial textile fiber
and yarns, In addition to the paper factory and the paper bag
factory, a spe‘cial‘ shop for the extraction of tannates has been
added to the plant. Tannate is extracted from oak, Jjuniper, and
other barks. The production of tannates will be of value to the
Bulgarian leather industry and will save lerge amounts of foreign

currency for Bulgeria.

An entirely new development of large, sunny, and hygienic
housing units was built nesr the cellulose plant at the Krichim
railroad station., These units are equipped with central heating
and all modern conveniences. They house workers' families and
engineering and technical personnel, A special housing unit has

been devoted to young unmarried workers,

Visitors to the plant. admire the new coz\nplex nachinery, the
large degree of mechanization in the prod{zction process, the
hygiene of the place, the modern'laboratories, the well-arranged
reéding rooms and libraries, modern 'housi'ng premises, etc, If we
observe the anow-white buildings of the plant, the high smokey
chimneys, the high~piled trucks of logs, the suniy houses, we leave

 the plent with the special pride that, thanks to the concern of the
pecple's regime, Bulgaria now has her own cellulose product"ion.
' - 106 - ‘
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¥e part with this champion of Bulgarian cellulose production
and go to the center of the Krichim railroad station, which is
very busy. Numerous trucks and horse cars loaded with fruit and
vegetables constantly stop in front of the railroad station to
load their goods on freight cars destined for the Soviet Union,

Czechoslovakia, Germany, etc.

The Krichim railroad station is not only an importent ex-
port center of fruits, grapes, and vegetables; it is also one
of the largest centers of the Bulgarian canning industry. Several
departments of the "Vitamina" State Canning Combine process
annually about 25,000,000 kg of vegetables, grapes, and fruit,
The largest percentage of this produce, particularly the fruit
and grapes, is grown in the fertile Krichim plain, The geographic
location of this Combine is excellent, It is located in the nidst
of an important vegetable-growing, fruit-growing, and viticultural
region, near an important railroad and highway junction, In addie
tion, the canning combine is located close to the cities of

Peshtera and ILeningrad, which supply it with wooden packing crates.

Under cepitalism the canning enterprises of the Krichim rail-
road station prodﬁced mainly tomato paste, marmalades, ground
paprika, and canned vegetebles., Under the people's regime this
production became more varied and has improved and expanded. At
present the Combine produces a veriety of valuable goods, such as
cherr'ies,- preserves, concentrated preserves, fruft julces, grape
honey, ready-canned meat dishes, and others ~='all in all,\ over 100
varied assortments. During the i)eriod 1950+1954 alone the annual
productioﬁ of the "Vitamina" State Ga.nn:}hg Combine increased by 300%
over the preceding period. ‘A ;.arge perf:entagt of thi;: pgoduci;iox; '
is used for the feodingof the Bulgurian people, but part is ex;lmrﬁd. i i
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The Krichim railroad station is also a wine center, lere
over 7,000,000 kg of grapes are processed annually, ylelding
large amounts of liqueurs and wines, wine distillates, spirits,
potassium turtrate, and other relatsd products. A large modern

vine cellar will be built here in the near future.

The fawmous fruit-groving, vegetable-growing, gnd viticultural
Kurtovo Konare and Krichim are located north of the Krichim raile
road station in the Krichim plain. These villages arve famouse for
their rich Farn tlorkers' Cooperativess The "‘}. T, Lenin" TKZS in
Kurtovo Konare village distributed in 1955, both in kind and in
cash, an income of 2/ leva per work day to its pembers. Krichim
village is the lerger of the two, baving & population of 74600,

It is located on the Vuchse River in the foothills of the Rhodope

HMountains. Above the village on the steep mountain slope one can
see remnants from the middle centuries of a fortress which guarded
the routes leading into the Rhodope Mountains along the velley of

the river.

Krichim village resenbles a small city in a forest of orchardé.
The village is gerved by the quchg railroad station, located on the
railroad line leading to peshtera. Shipped from this railroad sta-
tion is timber which comes froa the Rhodope Mountains by trucks: \
which follow the valley of the Vucha River. Lerge quantities of
apples, grapes, tomatoes, pepper, strewberries, and other produce

are exported from Krichim village.

Typicel viticultural v}llagas are found east of Krichim vil="
lage in the Poothills of the ‘Rhodope Mountains. They are Ustina, .
perushtitsa, and Brastovitsa. The area eround “these villages is an

jnteresting sight which eam;ot be seen in many other places in
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Bulgaria. Grain is grown in these three areas on & gotal of
10,000 decares, while vineysrds have spread over zn area of
31,000 decures. Vineyards coverv over 55% of the cultivated
arves of these three villages. Here the graveler can travel for
xm on end through vineyards, These vineyards hsve covered the
nills in the foothills of the Rhodope Mountalns around Perushtitsa
and Brestovitsa villages, and have gone far to the north in the
valley of the Maritsa River. The vineyerds sre carefully culti-
vated, and a large number of them are irrigated. Irrigation
cenals here have reached even the slopes of the hills. The
large fields of ¢this region yield 2,000 kg of grapes per decare;
while in the smaller, more intensively cultivated areas up ‘o
5,370 kg of grapes per decare have been obtained. The view is
very interesting here in autumn. The cevefully cultiveted vine-
yards, & large part of which are supported on wires, are coversd
with sweet golden-ysllow, rose, or deep blus grapes. A large
part of the excellent fruit grown in Thrace is exported to foreign
markets; part is consuied in Bulgariaj and part is processed in
the two large modern wine cellars loqs.ted near Perushtitsa and -
Brestovitsa villages. These cellars process annually over 10,000,000
. kg of grapes in heavsr and standerd wines, spirits, etc. The sweet
wine of the “Par\_uhtitsa" type is widely know¥n in the USSR,
Gzechoslovikia, Poland, and Germany. ANy of the large restaurants
in Prague, Dresden, or Berlin will include in its 1ist of alcoholic

beverages the sweet type nperushtitaa 2.

Perushtitss and Brestovitsa are large well=planned Bulgarian

villages. Perushtitsa has a population of’ about 6,500, Its 'héroic

struggls agalnst Turiish tyrauny during the tine of the April
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rebellion (1876) and its active participation in the resistance
movement prior to 9 September 1944 will forever remain in the
history of the Bulgarisn peoplee The walls of the historical
church of Perushtitsa sti1l have marks of the shells from Turkish
artillery. Here fell famous and heroie fighters for the freedon
of the Bulgarian people. Some of them ended their lives rather
than bow to the Turks. One among them is Kocho Chistemenski.
Lsuding the heroic deeds of the Perushtitse people, people's poet
Ivan Vazov enthusiastically wrote the followings

#pale Perushtitsa, nest of heroes!

Glory! Eternal glory to your children!

t"}lory to your ashes and to your graves

fhere the rebel slaves bravely felll

With your terrible death

And with your brave maidens

You rose higher than Carthage

And you shamed Spartal"

During the April rebellion Perushtitsa was entirely destroyed

by fire, and 347 died for the freedom of the Bulgarian people.

The reglon of the Krichim rmlroad station also includes tho

large Tsalapitsa village, with & population of 7,000, It is lo=

- gated north of the Marif;:a River. Its area under cultivation is
more than 60,000 decares. Here are produced large amounts of grain,
corn, rice (about 5,000decares), vegetables, grepes, sugar beets,
etc. The village's Farm vorkers' Gooperative ia growing 1n
strength., The village jtself covers a vast area. Almost every
house of the villsge has 2 large courtyard around it. In the
center of the village rises a 4411l cultural club, which includes a
large movie hall, & well-organized reading room, & library, etc. -
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Plovdiv
The train nears Plowvdiv, the second largest city in Bulgaria.
Far away on the horizon one can see the lines of the famous Plovdiv

hills, to which the setting sun gives a silvery hus,

Because of Plovdiv's interesting location among the seven
syenlte hills, called "tepe" by the local populatioﬁ, there is no
more individual city than Plovdiv in Bulgaria., These hills can be
seen from afar, like islands among the flat Thracian lowlands, It
is true that they were oﬂce islands in a vast sea, but at that time
neither the old city nor humankind existed on earth. Todey the
Plovdiv Hills are the decoration of the city. There is u broad
view from those hills toward the Plovdiv plain, hidden under fresh
vegetation, All around from the hill one sees the gigantic back~
ground of the plain consisting of seversl mountain chains, the
Rhodope Mountains, the Sredna Gora Mountains (therebeyond, the
Stera Planina Mountains), and the Chirpan Hills, Today the city
is spread over a huge area. From the hills it graduslly grew toward
the lowlands. The entire zrea located between the hills has long
since been built up. The city has also spread in the flat plain,
Here have been built new housing and factory seétions which cover
ever-increasing areas to the east and west; to the south and known
as the Kyuchyuk Parizh; and to the north beyond the Karshiaka
sector, -Todqy these old names have been replaced by new ones, just

as the shape of the old sectors of the eity have been changed,

North of the hil;La the Reritea River slowly flows ovér its
wide riverbed crossed by long newly-built bridges.‘ The new city
spreads down on the plain, and up the hills one see; old houses and
remnants of fortified Places which boldly stand out like. eagle nests
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above bare rocky precipices. Such a view cannot be found anywhere
else in the world. The charm of the city changes with the seuasons
of the year. At this time of year the picture is complete with
splendid parks whose roads reach the very peaks of the hills,

In the past the Plovdiv Hills played an important part in the
1ife of the city. Around them wes & plain famous for its fertility;
while here was its center, and up among the hills its protection.
The Heritsa River was also very important to the city., That is why
these three slements in the developmsnt of the city —— the hills,
the river, and the plain -~ have been included in the old Plovdiv
coat-of-arms. And, adding to this picture the warm and fertile
climate of the plain, and particularly the character of the people
who manufacture the goods, the flourishing economic situation of
Plovdiv will be very well understood; since there has hardly ever
been any decline for this city throughout the centuries., Even to-
day Plovdiv has lost nothing of this favorable situation.

The Plovdiv Hills are mute witnssses not only to the histori-
cal development of the city, but also to the life which flourished
here in earlier times. Since human beings first appeared here this
naturally fortified place attracted them., Here human beings always
kept a settlement, For 2,000 ysars an active city remained on these

hills, and the heart of this city will never stop beating.

At first tribes which were not familiar with bronze or iron
inhsbited this ares, This was in prehistoric times, during the
epoch of the communal family. We have found only stons. tools and
several other remm\ﬁts, of thet time, 4 Settlement from the epoch

of slavery, called Evmolpiass, has been unearthed. It was located
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on the left bank of the Maritsa R.iver and was the predecessor of
the Thracien city which was built among the hills. The Thracians
are the first historically known settlers on these lands, about
whom we have collected more than a little data. On the Orfey

group of three hills the Thraclans built a larger settlement

which was then called Pulpudeva., When Phillip II, father of
Alexander of Macedon, conquered the Thracians and their land, he
well appreciated the strategic and economic importance of this
settlement and changed it into a fortress. 4 solid fortress well
was bullt, and a g#rrison was left inside. He gave his naome to

the settlement, Philippopolis, Iater on Phillip II established
poor Greek families and a pensl colony here, That is why the city
vas called Penaropolis (city of criminals). Sinco then a fumous
eity grew at this place, under whose walls various conquerors ap-
peared, These conquerors repeatedly destroyed and burned the city,
but as if by magic a new city always arose from the ashes, Here
1ived Romans and Greeks, Goths and Huns, For a lopg time Bulgarians
and Turks lived here, and Crusaders passed across. This settlement
survived many wers snd bloody destructions, earthquekes, catastrophes,
and deadly epidemics of plague.

During the Roman tiomination the city grew even further. It wes

then called Tosmonbiam (three hills). The city became rich and ac-
quired the r:!.ghf. to mint its om& coins. The cityigraw so much that
it no longer remuined inside the old walls, but spread outside of
then. A second external wall was built; it surrounded the city,

as well as part of the plain. Emperor Trojan called it Fulpia
Tremontium; and later, under Marc Aurelius and Adrian, this re-

markable city wes known as "the most brilliant.® Iuclan adds that
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“thie is the largest and the most besutiful clty, and its bat;‘ég.ty
shines from afer.” By that ti:mp 8 largs temple had beex; erscted
in honor of Apollo on one of the hills called Khulme ne mladezhte.
This témple had a front of huge columns and a statue of the temple
patron. The slopes of this hill were covered with a small cedar
forest, Here were held the Alexandrian ganes, famous all over
Greece in honor of Alexander. These were later called the
Cendriun games, and were related to the Pythian games in honor of
Apollo. Excavations conducted or;. these pleces unearthed well-
preserved ruins of a large marble sports stadium where various
popular celebrations and competitions sinmilar to the Olympic
games were conducted. In the city were many monuments and marble
temples, a theater, aud many buildings. In the course of current
building construction more and more well-preserved remnants are

being uneuarthed every day.

Muny tribulations befell this city with the full of the
Romen Empire., When the great migrations of the peoples began,
Plovdiv was not spared. Its development stopped for a long time
because of the catastrophes which overcame all of Thrace, It was
first taken by the Goths, who razed it, This was dome in the
third century A, D. After that hordes of Sér.acens and Huns over=
ran the city. Justininn rastored the city, but the Avarians attacl'ed
it and again destroyed it. Finally the Slavs occupled the entire
lowlands. They solidly established themselves and -remained there. -

The shape of the city changed.

Interminable wars between Bulgaria und Byzantium began with
the estlblishnent and strengt}uning of the Bnlgarian ste.te. Plovdiv
frequently changed hunds, At ons point it even fell under the Latin
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kingdon., It wes conquered by the Turks in 1365. The Turks
dominsted and developed it for centuries, and it was given a
new nume — Silibé. The name Plovdiv began being mentioned
around the sixteenth century. It has had its present name
since the seventeenth century. However, the Turkish name was
preserved along with the Bulgarian one. This was rejected only
after the libveration,

Travelers who passed or lived in Plovdiv during the seven-
teenth and eighteenth ecenturies described it ss a large conme
mercial city with remarkable bulldings, mosques, and a clock
tower., Its famous caravensary -- Khurshumhen -- was preserved
for a long time, but uneducated bourgeois rulers have destroyed
this valuable historical monument., The city walls existed until
the eighteenth century, Vhen the Turks first colonized the place
the Christian population wzas either killed or they fled. Affcer a
stormy period of conquest during the first half of the seventeenth
century the Turks permitted the Christian populetion to return,
and their number soon equalled that of the Turks. The settling of
the Greeks in the city was encouraged by the Greek authorities in
order to prevemt the Bulggriéation of the city, WMany others

) migrated from the trans-Bulkan and Sredna Gora Hountain clties a.s. ‘
the Bulgarla_n eraftamen and traders acquired wealth in the centuries
which followed. Plevdiv grew and became sven richer, The railroad
line from Comatantimople to Sarambey, “which w;ls built in 18_73;
furﬁwr auiafod the city's development. Large warehouses were
built_:tor.‘f“wﬁ&}.auhht:mrhﬂnw with a1l the neighboring
ugio#., Thrace, the Rhodope bbxmtﬁn;,_ :hc: Sredna Gora reglom, and
eYem further. The city bocame & world merket with the help of the
international fairs which -took pluce,

. : - s -
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During the Bulgarian Renaissance Plovdiv did not lag, ‘The
intelligent nigrants who had come from the Sredna Gora region ani
the trans-Balkan plains created here a real center of Bulgarian
culture and educatiion, Nayden Gerov taught in thig eity, It was
here for the first time that Cyril and Methodius Day was cele-
brated in Bulgaris in 1850 s the holiday of Slavic latters, After
the liberation, when Bulgaria was stripped following the decision
of the Berlin Congress, Plovdiv bacame the capital of East Rumelia.
In 1835 the unification between the éu'garian principelity and
East Runelia was declared bere, During this time Plovdiv led an
active political, cultural, educational, and eoconomic life, Even
though the unification resulted in Plovdiv's no longer being a
capital city, it still renained the second Bulgarian city in size
and importance and deservedly bears the name "second Bulgerian
capital." In 188, Plevdiv wag the largest Bulgarian clty, having
& population of 33,440, In 1910 it had & population of 48,000,
and in 1926 it almost doubled in size with 85,000, The city
nusbered 100,500 in 1924, 125,440 in 1946, and today (by the end
of 1955) Plovdiv has a population of over 150,000,

After the liberation the city rapidly devclqpod, but his de-
velopment was not regular. It was chaotic and bore all the nega-
tive characteristios of capitalist construction. The center sectors
of the eity were eomparatively the best planned, Thers wers paved.
Btrests and beautiful gardens, hetels, shops, and bulldiags, The
bourgeols lfved there, The workers' quarters on the outskirts-of
the city were in a poor conditiem, They were not Planned; the
streets were muddys there were only small low houses, It vas &
miserable 1ife, This was tive fortress of th; Plovdiv proletariat,

- 116 -

n - . : - 700150003-0
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

i‘lovdiv has given Bulgaria many men and women heroes —-
people's fightera who gave their lives for Bulgaria's liberation,
This city was crossed by the bold apostle of liberty during the
Turkish enslavement, Vasil Levski, A few years after the libera-
tion Dimitur Blagoev arrived from far away Petersburg, Vasil
Kolarov, Stefen Kiradzhiv, and N, Rinev lived in Plovdiv, Here
Yordanka Chankova and Iilyena Dimitrove, l;etur chenéélov, and

others lived and fought against the fascist regime,

By whatever route you may choose to enter Plovdiv, or where-
-ever you may“walk along its streets and boulevards, there is much
to be seen in this city. There are few cities in Bulgaria which
have so many old monuments, and a history filled with such great
events,men, and deeds; rare are the cities which have so many
famous places and parks. Only a few cities in Bulgaria have such
varied industries, In order to see und feel all this you must
elimb one of its higher hills, Here one is dazzled by the variety

of sights to asee and by the romantic beauty of the clty.

Beginning at the railroad station,' two boulevards cross the
city in various directions., The left side boulevard, the Tsar
Osvoboditel, leads to Stalin Park. This is = wide park, beautifully
ple;nnzd and covered with greenery, The right-side boulevard, Ivan
Vazov Boulevard, leads to the center of the city, Huge treés have
been plented on both sides. After the Cherveniya Square it becomes
& commercial street, called "Vasil Eolarov" and filled with shops,
hotels, and various offices. Here can be seen numerous buildings
of the old style. Grandiose soclalist buildings huve also been
erected. One crosses Aleksandur Stamboliyski Square (Dzhumayata) -
along which is a picturesque mosque with a narrow decorated minaret.

This sector is an important commercial and craftsman center.
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Fe reach the old city along hills crowned with old houses.
Ve pass along steep cobblestoned streets leading upward to the
three old hills called Orfey. These three hills are called
Nebettepe, Dzhambaztepe, and Teksimtepe. During Roman, Greek,
and Turkish times this part was a very lively center of the clty,
but now it is more like a museum sector, ¥We can feel how romantic
it is. Large old two- and three-story houses with balconies re-
mind one of the brilliant 1life during the Bulgarian Renaigsance.
On top of these hills are certain famous buildings. Here is the
house where the great French writer Lamartine 1ived in the courss
of his travels in the Orient, HNearby is located the house of a rich
man of the nineteenth century, now transformed into & city museunm.
It has many rooms and halls and is a valuable relic of the Bulgarian
architecture and wood carving of the paste Nearby one sees ruins
of the fortress wall built during the time of the Byzantine emperors.
Tt still includes the arched Khisarkepiya, the name given to the
eastern entrance of the old fortress. Crossing this entrsnce and
going along an old cobblestoned road, one resches the old
n"Konstantin i Elena! church and the building which was the seat of
the Rumelian government, now changed into a 1ibr;ry named "Hng:lm

Gorki," 01d houses from the Bulgarizn Renaissance have also been .

£
preserved on the other slope of the hill (inhabit.iod even . todey).

They have exquisite woodwork and very interestingly shaped designs
on the walls, and furnished guestrooms. Goiné north toward the
Maritsa River, s former Armenian streef, nérrow and steep, housed
Dimitur Blagoev. Bere at the foot of the Dzhambastepe Hill and
pear Sveta Marina church lived Vasil Kolarov. If we go down and
cross Dzhumayats Square and then climb Sakhattepe Hill we will '

soon reach the old club of the Bulgarien Communist Party, now
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changed into a Museum of the Resistance, DBut visltors to Plovdiv
need rest after this excursion, They can sit in the Central City
Garden, which is celled Liberty Park. There are big shade trees,
flower-bordersd paths and grass, and a large artificial lake. In
front of the park on Cherveniya Square there was recently unveiled

a monument to the people's hero, partisan Petur Chengelov.

Many large construction projects are now under way in Plovdiv.

The city is becoming unrecognizable. The city's center is taking
shape. The various centers of the city quarters are also being
built, and boulevards are under construction across the city. The
banks of the Moritsa River have been strengthened with supporting
stone walls. In the immediate future the Maritsa river bed will
be blocked at two different places in order that the river may be
constantly filled with deep water. There will be dozens of boats
and motorboats on the river, and water sports will flourish. Lenin
and Stalin Boulevards which run along the river, have been paved
with new basalt tiles., In meny places trees have already been
planted alongside these roads, The river and the city will ace
quire & resl charm when these boulevards and the imposing public

buildings now being erected along their sides are completed.

The greatea;t achievement of the people's regime in this p&t
of the city is the completion of the Sample Fair Quarters which
will house tﬁp XVI International Sample Fair in Plovdiv in September
' 1955, On the left bank of the M.n'itsé River there are numerous
white pevilions and administra?ive buildings. The largest of them
is thesmonumental pavilion of the USSR, which his a 47 » high tower,

topped by a sharp pesk and a five-pointed star. Its Central
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Exposition Hall is the largest ang the most spacious in the feir-
grounds, It is 56 p long, 28.4 n vide, end 15 n high, The pavi-
lion also has one exposition hall oy each side, adninistrative
premises, and a movie hall seating 300, In front of the main
entrance the vagt hall has been faced with artificial marbie,

The Vasil Levski Pavilion, which hag been put at the dispogal

of the numerous exhibitors frop capitalist countries, also covers
8 large areg ~- 6,000 mz. This pavilion alge includes the per-

manent exhibition promoting the sale of Bulgarian agricultursl
goods, Tha shops in it have been built in Bulgarian style and
display Bulgarian folklors architectursl decorstions, During
the fair the Farn Workers! Cooperatives of the Plovdiv okrug offer
their producs ror sale in these shops, Foreign goods are for sale
in 20 other 8hops in the pavili(;n.

The premiges housing the cattle show are bullt east of the
Soviet Pavilion in the center of beautiful or
includes one peculiarly<built pavilion conltrgcted entirely of
prefabricated plastic cohcrete frames, It iy g circular building

25 m in diameter, displaying a rich variety of Bulgarian mosaie

designg,

which containg large coniferous and deciduous.treel, i1lustrates
forcefully Bulgarian forest Tesources,
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The permanent pavilion of the Ministry of Posts is well
equipped. It serves visitors and exhibitors during the fair,

with its various facilities and postal services.

There is a park of 20 decares, covered with grass and de-
ciduous, ash, plane, linden, birch, chestnut, and other trees
where visitors mey relax during the fair in pleassnt surround-
ings. Various colored rosebushes increaae the charm of this
park, There are five fountains whose basins are lined with
Venetian mosaics. They spray large quantitiee of waber, and at
night they create wonderful water arches in the ethereal 1ight
of the projectors. The two halves of the artificial leke, which
stretches over an area of 20 decares, are connected to a canal

over which is a beautifully-shaped bridge.

There are rowboats on the lake, where visitors can enjoy

themselves; footpaths and fields of flowers surround the lokes

In other buildings fourteen joint pavilions demonstrate
Bulgarian achievements in agriculture and heavy, light, and other
industries. Here Bulgarian agriculture, as well as Bulgarian

achievenents in construction, crafts, and culture, are well

represented.

Here are alsc the pavilions of gll the peoples' democracies
of Europe and Asia, including the Vietuamese Democratic Republic.

Individual firms from England, France, West Gernmany, Italy, Austria,

Belgium, Sweden, Norway, and Switzeriand have.their own stends in

the pavilions. The Plovdiv feirgrounds is one of the best known
sights of the city.
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Many projects have been undertaken to iumprove and make Plovdiv
more beautiful. All the main straets, boulevards, hills and public
gardens are included, Many of the projects have already been com=

pleted; others are under construction.

One of the most beautiful parks at present is Stalin Hill
(Bﬁnardzhika H$11), Its slopes, crisscrossed by shady footpaths,
are thickly covered by a young forest, It has places for rest and
relexation and flower gardens; stone stairways and fountains em=
bellish the terraces of the hill, If one climbs up on its great
syenite top_ina’ik}iaf &n unforgettable view of the endless area
stretching beyond the city and the valley., As a symbol of Bulgaria's
eternal gratitude to the Russian people who liberated them from the
Turkish enslavement, a monument to the Russian soldiers who perished
here has been erscted, Recently a new grandiose monument to the
Soviet Army, which liberated Bulgaria from fascism, was completed
at the peak. On the hill there will be a park with an architecturally:
beautiful artificial lake, on which it will be possible to skate in
winter, There will be a volleyball and basketball court and a

large open-air summer theater.

Vasil Kolarov Hill (Sakhattepe) was given its old name
during the Turkish enslavement, because of its old c:lcmk~ tower.,
The appearance of this hill will also be changed. A monument to
Vasil Kolsrov will be bullt on its top; there will be attractive
restaurants, movie halls, and a theater halls

The H11l of Youth (Dzhendemtepe), on which trees have been
planted entirely by young people, is crisscrossed by many foot-

paths, Here there .are a sports playground, & modern summer
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swimming pool, small lakes, fountains, and waterfulls, There will
be a restaurant snd a summer theater, The other hills will also

be changed. Ths most plcturesque of them ere the Orfey combination
of three hills, and partiocularly Ivan Vazov Park,

A great deal of comstruction work is now underway im Plovdiv,
Yany new streets and boulevards are being built or improved. This
construction work will reach its peak when the long and beautiful
Georgi Dimitrov Boulevard is complc;tad. Every citizen of Plovdiv
locks forward to the day when this boulevard will be completed. It
will tunnel through the syenlte body of the three Orfey hills,
and will ¢nd at the farthest outskirts of the city. Construction
is at an advenced stage and will be completed in the immediate future.
The tunnel itself will be a great monument to Bulgarian construction
and artistry. Beautifully depicted on its walls will be numerous
events of the present Bulgarian Dimitrov epoch, There will be
designs in relief on marble; sculptured groups; columns; statues
of great and famous pesople, including workers and inseriptions
artistically carvlred in the rock. On both sides of the boulevards
the white walls of many-steriéd housing and public buildings will
rises 48 a part of its city-veiterment program, i’lovdiv constantly
'bu.ildsAnew health, sducational, and administrative eatabliéhmerita,
and vast housing projects which contain hundreds of spartments for
workers, The most notable of these ‘oonstruction projects are at
the state university, which will have two departments, the I. P,
Pavlov Medical Institute and the Vasil Kolarov Agricultural Instie
tute. Plovdiv has a state symphonic orchestra, a state art gallery,
a theater with a splendid new building, an opera, & higher school’

for music, and many other types of schools. Its archeclogical and
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ethnographic museuns have expanded; the number of books in the
Meksim Gorki State Iibrary has increased. If one looks toward
the Hill of Youth one sess from afar the buildings of the uni-

versity clinic on the slopes of the huge hill,

Plovdiv has numerous hotels, but they no longer satisfy the
nesds of its numerous visitors, To meet this need the biggest
bullding built in the eity since 9 September 1944 is rapidly
being completed, a large modern centrally-located hotel, The
hotel ares includes 4,800 m?, and the hotel itself will be five
stordes high., The first floor will have eight sultes, and the
other floors will have 167 rooms snd many other premises., The
ground floor alone is 7 m above the ground. It will include two
banguet halls, o restaurant, and a tea rooms The hotel building
is being built in classical style with architectural elements
which are related to the Bulgarian-folklore architecture which
is so well represented in Plovdiv. In the courtyard of the hotel
there will be an ’open—air»_:ga‘trdd:;:reataurant for summer guesta.
The entire cowrtyard will be coverad with picturesque fountains,
an orchestra stage, and a dancing stage for about 1,200 peoplse.
It will also include the preserved ruins of the old Roman city
with its well-preserved ro'ad. The highest floor of the hotel
w111l heve balconies which will offer viemws of the flat Thraciam

lowlands, the Rhodope Mountains, azlzd the Sredna Gora HMountains.

A largs stadium on the right bank of the Maritsa River, near
& large forest, will seat 25,000 people, There will also be a

beautiful park for relaxation and cultural activities.

bl

Plovdiv is important above all becauss of its we]l;dcvelopod

industry. The industrial enterprises inixerite_d from the past have
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been expanded and considerably enlarged, The number of industrial
enterprises has been increased by dozens of entirely new enter-
prises the construction ¢;.t‘ which was previously unthinkable. In
the past the machine-building industry was unknown here, but today
Bulgaria is justifiably proud of the V. Kolarov Automc.abile Repair
Plant, the Anton Ivanov Metal-Processing Plant, & brand-new
tractor repair plant, and other expanded metal-processing plants.
Here can also be found the Patuz Chengelov Shoe Plant, the V,
Kolarov Leather~Processing Factory, and many vacuum-process can=
neries, After 9 September 194/ = large bread bakery was built in
Plovdiv; it supplies the city wiﬁi breads Milk centers were estabe
lished here; the huge rolling mills were expunded; and there are
rice-processing factories. The factories produeing sugar, beer,
alcohol, vinegar, textiles, and rope increagsed their production,
as did the tobacco warehousss and the cigarette factories, Vege-
tables and meats are being canned, and vegetable oil and soap are
being produced. Instead of the former small craftsmen's workshops,
the Plovdiv City People's Soviet created here the largest industrial
combine of Bulgaria. The combine includes a factory for Persian=
type carpets. Here another child of socialist construction, the
largeat in Bulgzria and the .Ba\lkans, is the ﬂaritaa Textile Com-
bine for cotton yarn. Here endlessly work 30,000 mechanical
spindlgs producing 1/3 of the entire output of the Bulgarian spin-
ning industry. The factofy produces many varied fine types of

yarans which Ai‘omerly were imported from abroed., At present the

combine ie being expanded even further by the céﬁxtruction af a
new weaving depurtment, Tl;e workers'! class in Plovdiv, whi:h bled
and sacrificed in the strﬁ.ggle. &ggi’nst fascism, became masters of
these factories; and their work contributes to the welfare and

happiuesa. of the entire Bulguriun nation,,

- 125 =

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

Before leaving Plovdiv one may wish to have a last view of
the city ot dusk, ¥We climb Vasil Kolerov Hill, which is convenlent
for such purposes and from which there ie a pleasant view im all
directions. Ve shall wish to sse everything., The romantic
beauty in front of us is dazzling with the hille and their old
buildings, the green parks below, and the thickly-built housing
areas between the parks. A quite different type of view can be
hed in the outskirtas of the city. There it is as if there hed
been planted a forest of factory chimneys hidden from the eye by
smoke screens. To the north of us the Maritsu River still shines
under the sun, stretching like a powerful silver ribbon disappeur-
ing into infinity. Farther beyond we could see the bluish shupe
of the lowlands bordercd by the Rhodope and the Sturs Plenina
Mountains. Dusk gradually fulls upon the green fields around us,
the rice fields, the vegetsble and fruit gardens. Only electric
lights remain, shisfag:. Iike thousands pt!" stars in the deep back-

ground of the night.

Along the Vs t v

East of Plovdiv the plain Ail still as flat as we saw it west
of the city. The city is behihd us. We see only the highest purts
of the hills until they also finally disappeur. To the south
stretcbes an almost ideslly flat lowland scross which the Chepelarska
River has cut ; wide path. At the 'l{nmovo ruilroud statiom a branch
1ine to Asenovgrad runs from the main railread line, Here one sees
young orchards which one has not seen before. Further on, however,
at Katunitsa, Ssdovo, und Popovitss villuges the wcm trecs are

thickly covered with leaves, a sign of their muturity, These trees

are coversd with fruit, and their hesvily-beat brauches ure supported
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by special wooden stakes. The vineynréa here are mixed with wal-
nut, pear, and apple trees. Vegetable gardens and watermelon
patches cover vast areas, Numerous strawberry patches can be seen,
The fields and gardens are crosssd by canals through which clear

water runs.
[ ]

Szdovo has a remarkable state farm. The pleasent bullding
of the Lisenko Agrotechnical School is located in the midst of
its gardens and perks. Have soléntific workers from the experi-
mental station create new types of cotton and improve many crops.
From here the red milk-producing Sadove cattle have spread into
pany okoliyas, but they are particularly common in the Plovdiv,

Khaskovo, and Stara Zagora okrugs.

-

Not far from Purvomay, ab Vinitsa ﬂllage the valley of the
Maritse River begins to narrow. Graduslly to the south rise the
limestone heights, covered with vineyards, which bslong to
Tatarevo village, Tatarevo village is the first viticultural
village in the Purvomay okoliya. South of the Maritsa valley
the topography becones wavy and hilly, but the soil remuins Just
as Pertile, Omly the consistency of the soil has changed, Hers
begins the .uthodopt submountain terrace, which continues to
the east from the Purvesay region, pussing through the Khaskovo
and Kharmanli okoliyas, reachimg the Greek border not far froa

Svilengrsd.

On its merthernm side the Maritss valley is also limited by
higher altitudes, whioh go east frem the Chirpan okoliya, passing

porth of Dimitrovegred inte the Stars Zagors rigicn,_ and finally

resching the foothills ef Mt Bromsitss,

- 127 -

.
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

Until recently the fertile Maritsa valley in the Purvomay
okoliya had no irrigation. In the past the water syndicate in
Purvomay collected high fees for the future irrigation, which
was not carried out until 9 September 1944, This problen was
solved only by the people's regime, with the construction of the
Purvomay irrigation system, This system now irrigates 62,000
dc;cares of very fertile land on the terraces of the Maritasa River
in the Purvomey and Chirpun okoliyas, Five powerful pumping stae=
tions work 24 hours a day to £ill the main irrigational cunals
with water from the Muritse River. These irrigational arteries
flow as if they were not really canals but natural rich rivers
which were born and sterted flowing because of the will of the
people, only to hide amidst droughty lands. When the water from
the Maritsa River decreases, new amounts of water are released,
reaching as far as the Vasil Kolarov Dam, The Vulko Chervenkov
TETS in Dimitrovgrad supplies adequate electrical energy for the

operation of these pumps,

There 1s now a vast artificial lake where until recently
there were only steep, inuccessible slopes in the Dulbokoto Raew
vine, near which is located pumping station No 3. This lake is
formed by a small dam with a 250,000 n3 capacity, recently cone
structed by Purvoma,y, Its waters join the general irrigation
system. Here the' terrible floods of the Maritsa River have been
conquered; These floods covered the Maritsa terrace, on which
the most fertile land was to be found, and silted thousands of
decares of fields, gardens, and meadows, Now dikes which have
ended forever these catastrophes, have been erected along the
entire length of the river bed.

| Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

The gardens and the flelds here are fertile and green. All
around one sees the huge cooperative fields. Here in the vil-
lages of the Maritsa valley in Purvomay okoliya 90% of the fami-
1ies and of the arable land have joined the Farm Workers' Coopera-
tives. Mechenization of agriculture has been increased. Modern

agrotechnical metheds are applied more and more.

Because of its favorable warm climate the lowlands permit
the growth of many types of agricultural crops. The area planted
with grain crops is gradually being reduced for the benefit of in-
dustrial orops, vegetables, strawberries, and watermelons. The
area covered by industrial crops has reached 33% of the total
cultivated area, while the total covered by vegetables, water=
melons, and strawberries is 10%. Wherever one looks one sees vast
fields. Some of them are crossed by dark green rows of peanut
plants; others look like huge rectangles covered by vegetable
gardens, melons, and strawberries. In this region tasty water-
melons of the Mramorni t;fpe ere cultivated. GCantaloupes and
pumpkins are also grown., Lately a large percentage of the meadows
have been converted into rich rice fields. Until recently only im-
penetrable swamps were to be found here. Fish breeding has been
introduced in the rice fields.

Everything in this charming valley indicates that the maximal
yield recently achieved will become the average for the whole region.
At present the yield from pesnuts has reached 300 kg per decare; that
of strawberries 2,000 kg; that of watermelons, 5,000 kg; that of
sugar beets up to 4,200 kg. Here have been obtained record tomato

yields, 5 to 7 tons per decare, at places even 23 tons. Natural con-

ditions here are suitable for the cultivation of many other crops,
t

such as anise, mint, pyrethrum, basil, caraway seeds, and medicinal herbs.
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A productive brand of livestock is belng developed here along-
side agriculture., Hore and nore .fodder, grain and grass fodder
is becoming available for the cattle. Herds of red Sadovo cows
and water buffalo grow and rest along the fresh banks of the
Maritsa River. The breed of the gray Iskur cattle has 'bee:t in-
proved here. Sheeps hog, and poultry farms are growinge Nany
geese and ducks swin in the clear waters of the Haritsa River
and on the mirror-like surface of the demmed lakes, The Maritsa

valley is tuking on & new form in the Purvomay okollya.

Purvomay: The economic marketing and administrative center
of all the villages north of the Rhodope, including the Maritsa
River valley, is the clty of Purvomaye It has at present over
6,000 inhabitents, but in the past it was smaller than many a

village in its okoliya.

Purvonay appeared during the Turkish domination at the begin=
ning of the eighteenth century. Here once stretched the vast
farmlands of Khadzhi Chakur Elles, son of the Kazanluk lord, who,
according to legend;’ was sent to live here with his mother, a Bul=
garisn woman from & neighboring village. At that time on the op-
posite bank of the Haritsa thefe was a fortified settlement which
was later given the name Chekurdzhi (the present-day Gradina vil-
lage). This probably is Iidopsd village, which was founded by the
Turks, and vhose name appears in all documents in Istanbule. Io-.
cated on the right river bank wes the Khadzhi ’.Elles Farm, which

later on provided the old name of Purvomay City, Kimdzhiles.

The firat inhsbitants of this settlement were Bulgarians 'who‘

came down from the villages in the Rhodope Mountains and from other
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neighboring villages around 1685, They worked as farm hands.
Turks also cuse, but the Bulgarien element was always the .pre-»
dominating one. A village was formed here. It suffered frequknt
bendit attacks, and was destroyed by the plagus in 1833, It was
as if the Turks were being obliterated by the disease. As the
Turks were victims of their superstitions and fatalism, the Bule
garian sector of the village became twice as large as the, Thrkish
gector (with about 50 houses), because its population escaped
into the forests during the plague. After the Baron Hirsh rall-
road was built the settlement gradually spread south around the
railroad stetion., In 1884 it had grown to 1,230 people and was
eighth largest in the okoliya. The Turks left the village in 1886,
but this did not result in a decreass in the population of the |
villege. More nerchants, craftsmen, and workers settled there.
In 1889 this settlement was given the status of 2 clty and was
called Borisovgrad, This small city developed faster than the
villages in the okoliya, and in 1926 it was the largest setilement
in the okoliya, with a population of 4,430 people, The city grew
particularly fast after 1913, because 1t became inhsbited by many
refugees from western and eastern Thrace and from Greek Macedonia.
Tts annual increase up to 1926 was an average of 54 per thousand,
Tts location as an okoliya administrative center contributed even
further to its developwent. Its railroad station helped export
the entire agricultural production of the okoliya. The péhetra-
tion of capitalism here was the signal for the disintegration of -

village 1ife, Impoverished peasants went to the city to look for

work. Many wealthy village landlords, merchants, and craftsmen

also came to live in the city. Rapacious money=-lenders appesred.

Purvomay scquired the typical trades of a rural craftsman and
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administrative center. Certain industrial enterprises appeared,
but the largest part of the city's population romained agri=

cultural. s

The increase of the population from 1926 to 9 September 1944
uas poor. Its amnual lncrease smounted to 7 per thousand. Greab
damage was caused to the city in the earthquake of 1928, which
practically destroyed it. After 1944 the annual growth in popu-
lation immediately climbed to 28 per thousend, A stream of
workers, employees of economic enterprises, sdministrative per-

sonnel, and cultural workers, ete, settled in the city.

Today the largest industrial enterprise of the city is the
Partizanin Vacuum-Canning Factory. It processes a large percentage
of the area's production of vegetsbles and fruit. 4 large plant
for cotton ginning was built here. Cooperative enterprises and
various craftsmen cooperatives appeared here, The busy railroed
station of the city ships out large amounts of food, fruits, beets,
cotton, and tobaccos Iﬁtensive construction work -was done here.
Large hospitals, schools, and many public bulldings wers con-
structed. A beautiful purk, Jush with vegetation, was built
along the Maritsa River. Purvomay is now hurrying ahead to catch

up with the time lost during the fascist periode

East of Purvomay the Maritsa valley gradually nerrows. The
high Khisare Peak, composed entirely of hard andesite, rises im-
posingly above the river bad at Stalevo village. This is the end

of the Plovéiv plain, which is the largest plain in Bulgaria.

From here to the east the vallsy of the Maritsa River nar; '

rows further but preserves its nature. 1t is picturesque, green
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and fertile. Once again vegetable gardens appear at Yabulkovo
village. Vineyards and -apricot and cherry orchards can be seen
here, The high chimneys of the Dimitrovgrad plants can already
be geen clearly at this point.

Dimitrovgrads Travelers stop here at the large, extremely
busy railroad station, which is also an important railroad junee
tion. This is only one of the sectors of Dimitrovgrad, called
the Rakovskl sector. The entire city covers a huge area with

its various sectors, which are scattered apart from one another.

To walk around the entire city by foot would take a lot of tims.

Formerly at this place there were only three small vile
lages — Rukovski, Meriyno, and Chernokonevo — and the coal
nines located near these villages., This place was officially
declared a city in 1947, and the dream of the entire Bulgarian
people was realized by giving it the name of the great son of
the Bulgarian people, Georgi Dimitrov, The three villsges bacame
one settlement, and the construction of the new city was under~

taken,

The selection of -Dimitrovgrad was not v;ithout reason, The
city is located on the Maritea River in the midst of & fertile
valley. It became a center of a vast region which includes rich
agricultural villages, 'It was necessary to create at this peint
4 solid bastion of the workers' class which was formerly lacking,
The aqlection of the location of the city was facilitated by other
very favorable pmqu‘iéites,. This reglon has mines which have
huge reserves of coal and which, in the” absence of the difficult
tranaportation mbloa, "could be used in ths produetion ot electri-
cal energy, as well as raw mterial, in the productional activities
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of the Dimitrovgrad plants. South of the city there is a whole
hill of good quality limestone, another important raw material,
4nd the Maritss, this largest of all Bulgarian Rivers, on which
Dimitrovgrad is located, provides ;nexhauatible amounts of water
required for industrial purposes, as well as for irrigation and
for the use of the city. Dimitrovgrad has a good location as a
railroed junction of important railroad lines which were built
before the city existed. There were also favorable natural geo=
grephic conditions to warrant the construction and development

of such a city.

Even before the city itself was built the Dimitrovgrad plant
had to be constructed. The coak-production which had been ruined
by the fascists had to be increased and mining methods modernized.
4n sbundant supply of electric epergy had to be assured from thermo-

electric power plantse.

The Maritsa coanl mines: The history of the Maritsa coal
ngnaa;;}s, young. Coal mixed with soil was seen along the shores
of the small rivers. The deposits around Merichleri and other
places in this region indicated to the people the great amounts
of hidden wealth which lay untouched under the thick seams of
earth, However, nobody paid any attention to this wealth >or )
imagined that it could be put to excellent use., Thus, buried
under the ground and unkncwn to the people, the céal remained

_ throughout the ‘entiré period of Turkish feudalism and the first
years of cupitalism in Bulgaria (following the liberation).
Prospecting for this inexheustible wealth began with the develop-
nent of capitalism in Bulgaria, The first mining of the coal,

which was very primitive and linited, was begun by private individuals
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in 1896 and was destined to supply coal only for domestic heating

purposes. In 1915 the state also began coal mining, staked claimg,
and continued the mining of the coal deposits at the Maritsa Mine,
using improved methods, Many private ‘owners and stock-holding
societies jumped at the chance to mine this "black gold" and hur-
riedly took for themselves many sectors of the already explored
coal deposits in the Maritsa basin. Thus, until the Bulgarian
liberation from fascist.oppression, coal was mined at some places
very primitively and poorly, and at other pluaces on a large scale
but uneconomically, The coal that was mined was destined mast.ly‘
for heating, and only a limited amount of it was allocated for

the production of energy.

The coal in the Maritsa basin is of the brown Pliocenle
variety and is younger than the cosl in the Dimitrovo basin,
This coal is of a poorer quality than the Dimitrovo coal, since
it is moist. It has a 40 to 50% water content, and a 7% ash
content. This coal could be used for the usual heating purposes
only after being cdried out. However, it can now be put to good
use for the thermo-electric power plants. That is wvhy after the .
mines were mt;omlized after 9 September 1944 the Merbas {Maritsa
bésin) acquired a huge importance to Bulgaria. During the
cepitallist period coal mining was limited, but today the mines
have been equipped with modern equipment and have been ada;;ted,
to produce huge quantities of coal, The rapid expansi;'zn of the
mines is necessary in order to supply the newly built thermo-
electric power plants with raw materials, The poor-quality coal
of Harbas is today being changed into abund.zmt‘ amounts of electrical
energy, which 1s sent over high-tension cab],es_ a1l over Bulgaria.
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A1l the pits have been modernized; new pits have been opened;
and more and more prospecting is being carried out on a wide scale.
Far from Dimitrovgrad, b‘y the Sazliyka River between the Stekhanovo
end Bell Bryag villages ‘a new coal-mining region is teking shape
(Meritsa-East). The opefitions of the first pit of this new coal
center began near Troyanovo village. The most r‘modern machines
hélped remove the masses of earth, and the surface mining in the
new pit has nlready been started. It became clear that the Marbas
cosl fields covered a huge ares which spreads much farther than
the boundaries of the Dimitrovgrad region. That is why Marbas coal
became the reason for the appearsnce of other highly-productive
enterprises, some of which will become enterprises unique of thelr
kind in Bulgaria. Such will be the Maritsa-Iztok TET, which will
be the largest power plant in the Balkans; another one will be the
largest Bulgarian factory for briquettes, There wili also be a

faetory for porous bricks, new chemical fertilizer plants, etc.

The Dimitrovgrad electric power plants: These have an im-
portant and responsible function to fulfill, They must supply
abundant electrical power not only to the local plants, but also
to the machines of all factories and plants in the Rhodope rgining
basin, to the powerful pumping stations loclated by the Maritsa River
from Purvomay to Svilengrad. They must also supply numerous indus-
trial enterprises and supply energy for lighting and household
needs through an over-sll _high tension osble network. This task
is done today with the help of the Maritsa I T:;M‘s, the Vulko Chervenkov
TETs, and the Vulken TETs. The increase in Bulgaria's need for
electric energy and the expansion of coal production have been

paralleled by the expansion of electric power plants. Some entirely
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A1l the pits have been modernized; new pits have been opened;
and more and more prospecting is being carried out on a wide scale.
Far from Dimitrovgrad, b‘y the Sazliyka River between the Stsekhznovo
end Beli Bryag villages ;a new coal-mining region is tuking shape
(Maritsa-East), The ope:f'a;tions of the first pit of this pew coal
center began near Troyanovo village. The most modern machines
helped remove the masses of earth, and the surface mining in the
new plt has wlready been started. It becume clear that the Marbas
coul fields covered a huge ares which spreads muoh farther than
the boundaries of the Dimitrovgrad region., That is why Msrbas coal
became the reason for the appearsnce of other highly-productive
enterprises, some of which will become enterprises unique of their
kind in Bulgaria. Such will be the Maritsa-Iztok TET, which will
be the lergest power plant in the Bslkans; another one will be the
largest Bulgarian factory for briquettes. There will also be a

factory for porous bricks, new chemical fertilizer plants, etc.

The Dimitrovgrad electric power plants:; These have an im-
portent and responsible function to fulfill, They must supply
abundant electrical power not only to the local plants, but also
to the machines of all fectories and plants in the Rhodope mining
basin, to the powerful pumping stations located by the Maritsa River
from Purvomay to Svilengrad., They must also supply numerous indus-
trial enterprises and supply energy for lighting and household
needs through an over-sll high tension cable network. This task
is done today with the help of the Haritsa I TETs, the Vulko Chervenkov
TETs, and the Vulkan TETs, The increase in Bulgaria's need for
electric eixargy and the expansion of coal production have been

paralleled by the expansion of electric power plants. Some entirely
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new thermo-electric power plants may have to be t;uilt. The coal
is located nearby, and its transportation is facil:li%_a.ted by air
ceble lines on which cable cars move up and down constantly,
Sugpended on these cables, these cars follow thelr endless road,
supplying with "food" the insatiable furnaces of the power planta.
If the supply of coal is stopped, the normal work process of the
industrial enterprises will be disturbed in this region, in the
plain which is crisscrossed by irrigational canals, in the citics,
in the villages, and in the thousands of families of the working
people living here. That is why the constant movement of the
small cars must continue uninterruptedly night and day, winter
and summer, The continuation of this process w111 be ensured by
the rhythmiocal fulfillment of the plan in the nines of the Marbas,
which plan 4s being implemented with a high degree of conscious-
ness and feeling of responsibility for a duty which must be fulfilled.

The biggest soquisition of Bulgarian socialist construction
from all the Dimitrovgrad power plants is the Vulko Chervenkow
TETs This is ome of the laergest electric power plants in Bulgaria.
In addition to the electric energy which it supplies to the over-all
electric mtiork, this plant is closely related o the productit.mal

activities of the Stalin Chemical Combine,

It was not sasy to build this gigantic plgmt, which was ex;
tended even further later on. The plant was constructed despite
the winter oeld and wind which fress 'th- faoes of the workers
who had climbed to the highest parts of iu.'mm building, Despite
this, the erectiom of the plant wes sarried sut in oniy 7 months,
The power plant began operation Wsfere the Stalim Chemical Cmpbino;

- m'-
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Now we can see the numerous complex machines; we can see their
owners, the workers itho operate uninterruptedly in shifts, The
production process is entirely mechanized. Uninterruptedly,‘
trains with dozens of freight cars filled with coal enter the
nodorn unloading plaixt. From here the coal is autometicaliy con=
veyed to the building housing the crushing machinery. A long
process follows until the coal dust is burned, and steam is pro-
duced} The latter porvers the turbo-generators which produce
electric energy. After the steam has been used by both turbines,
it is used for heating purposes in the’ Stalin Chemical Combine and
other enterprises. In the futurs "processed" steam will also be

used for the heating of housing premises in the entire city.

Thus, the new Maritsa Thermo-Electric Power Plants bring life
to many plants, factories, and mines, with which they are con-
nected by high-tension cebles, They are radically changing the
life of the people in this rich region which until recently was
only agricultural,.

The Dimitrovgrad limestone is an important raw material for

socialist construction. South of Dimitrovgrad the Maritsa valley

is bordered by low hills which consist of good-quality limestone,
]

At certain places these hills are covered with foresfs off;bushes

or with pastures. At other places the;y are bare ‘an.d grooved by

the operz;.tions of numerous quarries., For some time past limestone
was produced hers for the preparatioﬁ of lime, Here a few primi=
‘tivo kilns operate. A modern lime kiln was 'built .:l.ater on., This
huge kiln pléns an important role ai present in the needs of
Dimitrovgrad construction. Recently, with the é::pansion of ‘the city
to the south, the operation of the lime kiln near the housing quarters
beceme unsatiafactory. Now this lime kiln will be moved e1sewhere.
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Wiith the appearance of Dimitrovgrad the inexhaustible eup%lies
of local limestone became even more important, This high-qualiiy
limestone became the most important raw material in the manufac-
ture of cement at the newly constmc\f.ed. Vulken Plant, the 1urgest'

Bulgerian cement-producing establishment.

The Vulken Plant was constructed in the first years of the
young Bulgarian republic, before the other industrial enterprises
in Dimitrovgrad. First there was one furnace in the plant; then a
second followed; and recently a third has been put into operation.
The Vulkan Plant has an imposing externsl appsarance. When
travelers approach Dimitrovgrad in a train coming from Plovdiv,
they see this huge building with its three gigantic chimneys con-
stantly covered with a thick cloud of smoke, A cable stretches from
the limestone heights to the plant. Cable cars endlessly roll down
the cable loaded with limestone. They pass above ths railroad line,
slide to the nor’gh over fields and vegetable gardens, over the wide
silver ribbon of the Maritsa, and reach the other side of the river,
finally reaching the plant itself, Here the rocks fall into the
gigantic mouth whiqh crushes them and grinds them into dust, Cars
also come un'interruptedl& from the northern he.fght%s which border the
Maritsa basin, but these cars are loaded with another raw material —-
conl. This is the food of the plant, thanks to which it remain
alive. Thig coal is mined in the Vulkan Mine and is used éntirely
for the needs of the Vulkan Plant, The Plant hus its own Vulkan
TETs, which assure it the necessary electric energy. 411 processes

in the Vulkan Cement Plant are mechanized. The cement which the plant

produces iz of very high grade, 4nd 1s used in building dams because -

of its ability to harden rapidlye.

[y
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The construction of thé Vulken Cement Plant made possible the
operation of a.ne-.v giant in Dimitrovgrad, the camenj,-g.asjpgstoa plant.
Its production is made ;;ﬁpssible by the production of the Vulkan
Plasnt. The construction of this plant became very necessary in
connection with the great expansion of construction works in Bul-
garia and tﬁe need for new construction materials, various auxiliary
and roofing materials, pipes and slabs. There was & need for a
plant whose production would help the building of other Bulgarian
plants, housing buildings, the new quarters of Dimitrovo and of

other places.

This construction project was also a school for many new
workers, construction workers, plumbers, and machine operatorss
The plant was built with the help of USSR specialists, who helped

in the training of th:e future Bulgarian masters of the plant.
A1l the difficulties in the construction were overcome, and by the
‘ond of 1950 the Eternite Plant, which was later called the cement=
asbestos plant, began operations. At present Bulgarian cement-
asbestos is widely used, and various products are made from it;
water pipes, sewage. plpes, water conduits; anci other types of pipes,
construction lining materials, light insulation materials, slabs, ‘
electric switchboards, gas=-piping insts1llations, roofing slabs
(which replace the use of tiles), chimneys, and other things. In.
: addifion, this plant produces materials which help finish the
interior part o>f buildings, multi-colored tables and other furni-

ture, sinks, and other items.

The water supply of Bulgarian settlements is today facilitated

greatly by the availabiiity of an sdequate sz}ppiy of pipes. The

water supply in the Dobrudja would have been rendered considerably
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more difficult if Bulgaria did not have this cement-asbestos
plant. Bulgerian cement-asbestos pilpes are better than the ex-
pensive imported Munnessmann~type pipes because of their resist-
ance to atmospheric varietions and their solidity. They are fire-
proof, cold-resistant, are not permeated with water, and are very
solid mechanically. On the other hand, they are light, and their

electric conductivity is small,

The Cement-Asbestos Plant contributes to the creation of
ever-improving healthm," hygienic, and cultural living condi-

tions for the Bulgarian people.

A plant for the transformation of agriculture: The high
buildings of the Vulkan Cement Plant may impress the traveler
who approachaes Dimitrovgrad by train from the west; but the interest
of the traveler will increase a hundredfold and all travelers will
be preatly impressed at the sight of the Stalin Chemicael Combine
which stretches over a wide area in the eastern part of the city.
The train goes further on to the east toward Svilengrad or south
toward Khaskovo, but one cannot tear his eyes from the complex
metal buildings of the plant, from the high chimney which rises
above a huge comp?.exity of buildings, from the smali yellow=green
clouds over the chimney stretching like a long tail blown by the wind.

Planning of a plant for the production of chemical fertilizers

for the purpose of increasiné agricultural .yields was spoken of im=-

mediately after 9 September 1944e The supply of nitrogen fertilizers

vias 1n8ﬁfficient and expensive, and Bulgarian soil needed nitrogen

fertilizers to increase the yleld of crops. The construction of such

a plaht was a difficult task. Needed were large sums of money, the .

help of specialists, and the over-all efforts of thousands of workers,
-1l -
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constructors, planners, and engineers, The Bulgarian people did
not give up in the fuce of difficulties. Youth took over the
leading runks on this gigantic construction site. Speclalists

came from the Soviet Unlon. Construction workers arrived from all
parts of Bulgaria. The construction of the plant ‘was started.

The complex installation of the nitrogen chemical comt;ine began

to appear east of the Rakovski sector of the city at a plade where
only fields and vegetable gardens could be found previously. It
was a whols labyrinth of canals, pipes, and buildings. The tall
structures of the various shops rose, huge metal cylinders started
shining under the sun, and the framevork of dozens of incompleted
bulldings appeared., First rose the concrete towers and the S0emeter
high chimney, which was built entirely by Lidiya Kudryavtseva, anzk
18-year-old Soviet girl, While the walls were being built, machines
were being installed. On the platform small trains went here and
there, tractors thundered, and the long steel frames of the cranes
raised thelr powerful steel hends. GConstruction work was intensive
here until the work was finally completed, Instesd of being come
pleted in 1953, the Stalin Chemical Gbmbine began regular operations
in 1951, It was compleﬁd shead of schedule, thanks to the efforts’
of the entire Bulgarian nation and to the vital Bulgarian-Soveit
friendship. .

The basic raw materials important to the plant's operation
are:voal, water, and air.. Special freight cars which are owned by
the plant bring coal from %‘.he mines, Powerful pumps siphon water
from a huge reservoir filled fiba'a specisl canul on the Maritsa
River. The Chemical Combine has a special rdilroad station from
which freight cars depart 24 hours 4 day. All operations in the
plant are mechanized. - ’ “
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The products which are nanufactured in the plan‘t are prin-
cipally chenical nitrogen fertilizers, which are of ;fjive differ-
ent kinds: ammonium saltpeter, sodium (Chile) saltpeter, am=
monium sulfate, ammonium bisulfide, and carbamide, The annual
production of chemical fertilizers (ammonium saltpster) has long
been over '70,00(‘),.1"., and in 7 or 8 years this production will
reach 400,000 A:,h;5500,000 t. In addition to chemicsl fertilizers,
the plant also produces sulfuric and nitric acids, ammonium,
sulfur, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, liquid sulfur dioxide,
oxygen, ice, and other items. I;nten;ive work is being done to
increase the chemical capacity of the combine. In addition, re-
search is being carried out with a view to expanding the plant.

4 new plant for phosphate fertilizers will be built, the location

of which has not yet been specified.

The external appearance of the Stulin Chemical Combine is
not only imposing, but is beautiful, A wide paved road bordered
on both sides by trees leads to the plant. A%t the entrance there
is a large stutue, a monument to the patron of the plant. A4bove
the entrance there is an inscription in large letters which reads:
"The Stalin Chemlcal Combine is a child of Bulgariun-Soviet
friendship." On one side is the imposing administrative building
which, with 1ts attractive architecture, houses the administrative
personnel, includiﬁg the managers of the Chemical Combine. On the-
other side is the cultural bullding with its various halls., The
workers of the Stalin Chemical Combine themselves 1ije far from
the plant in the Tolbukhin sector, which is built in terraces on
the heights south of the Rakovaki sector of the eity.’
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The construction of the plant, as well as the operation of
the chemical combine, is principally done by young workers who

number about 80% of &1l the workers of the Combine.

Until recently Bulgaria needed such & combine as the Stalin
Chemical Combine just as she needed the city itself. Today this
chemical combine holds one of the prominent places in the Bul-
gerian heavy industry. Bulgariens may be justifiably proud of the
Stalin Chemicel Combine.

One more fuctorys All industrial enterprises in Dimitrov-
grad are new, They are the fruits of Bulgarian socialist con=
struction, Only one factory hus been inherited from the past,
and it has increased its variety of production. This is the
vacuum-canning factory in the Rekovski sector of the city. This
factory procssses large quantities of vegetables and frult grown
in this rich region, which until recently was only agricultural.
Various vegetables, pulps, preserves, and marmalades are canned
and vegetables and fruits dried., The importance of this factory

will increase even more, tuking into consideration the winter

needs of the population in .tl;is rapidly-developing city.

Construction work is in full swing. Dimitrovgrad has been
planned in a way different from other citles. The characteristic
type of city which has grown under capitalism has‘an imposing, rich,
and well-planned center but poor outskirts. This "ruls" has been
violated in Dimitrovgrad. Its sectors are located at a considerable
distance from ope another, end all ziules il'or an over-all satisfac=
tion of the living, cultural, and assthetic needs of the popula-
tion’havo &en observed. Here the various sectors are built

se‘paratol&, and each has all necessary conveniences; xievortholens,

-1 -
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the sectors are connected with each other to form one unified city,
Here housing areas aréij cle.ax;ly set apart i‘rom'the industrial zones.
There are centers for work and centers fqr; living, There are squares
for meetings and market places, There are calm places for relaxa-

tion and cultural occupations.

The entire city is encircled by Panorama Road, This road,
similar to a horseshoe, begins from the Tolein sector south
of the railroud tracks leading to Svilengradj gkirts the Rakovski
sectox“ on the east; crosses the Maritsa River; pgoes west; passes
the Mlada Gvardiya, Vusil Kolarov, and Vulkan sectors; and reaches
Chernokonevo village. The central part of the city is the Rai‘:ovski
sector in which have been and are still being built the most im=
portant city estesblishments, squares, and parks. Fram this sector

begin the main streets leading to the surrounding sectors,

The Tolbukhin sector is located in the foothills of the af-
forested hills (a future park) south of the Sofia-Svilengrad raile-
road line. It begins at the furnace for the production of lime
and at the newly built V, I. Lenin sporis stadium. The Deveti
Septemvri (Khaskovo Highway) Boulevard connects with the Rakovski
sector, Its construction was started in 1947, which is considered
to be the beginning year of the construction of Dimitrovgrad, Here
workers of the Stalin Chemical Combine live in splendid residential
units. 4

The "Vasil Kolarov" sector includes the former Mariyno vile

lage, which has been expanded, renewed, and changed to such a
degree that it is unrecognizable, This sector is located near ths

Maritsa mines. The wide Vasil Kolarov Boulevard connects this -
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sector with the center, which is the Rakovsléi sector. The Vasil
Kolarov sector is located between two gmaller sectorss: the
Mlada Gvardiya sector is on its northeastern part, and the Vulkan
sector is northwest of ite Stretching even further west beyond
he Vulken Cemend Plant and along the Maritsa River is the former
village, which is not the Chernokonevo gector. Over the M&ritaa
River three concrete Pridges connect one part of Dimitrovgrad with

the other.

Despite the fact that public and cultural houses, parks,
playgrounds, schools, etc., are peing built in every single
center, construction in the central Rakovski gector is still being
carried out on an old-clity scale. The main bouleverd in this
sector is the Georgi Dimitrov Boulevard, 51 m wide and 500 m longe
Tt will begin at 8 railroad station which is to be built. To the
north the Georgl Dimitrov Boulevard will end with e large squere
in which there will be a high mohumént to Georgi Dimitrov. Around
the square will be the Party House, the Mining Workers' House, the
Central Post ‘Qﬁ‘fice, the Trade Union House, & big hotel and shop;
and from the morth and coming to the Square facing the Boulevard

will be the piggest bullding of all, the House of Soviets.

A continuation of the Georgi Dimitrov Boulevard north of the

western part of the square will be the Peti Kongres Boulevard, This
point w11l be the entrance to the public gardens. From the garden
a wide road will Jend to the Rest and Culture Park near the Meritsa
River, which will be beiween the two bridges crossing the river.
At this point there wi.ll be & large artificial lake, & swinming pool,
and & beach; and in the western part of the Park a conplox physical
culture jnstallation, which is now under construction. Its sports
stadium will seat 20,000 people. "ohis will be the center of &1l the

orking peoph from all&the varlous sectors of the city.
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Construction in Dimitrg;rgrad is advancing rapidly, but it
is far from completed. Wherever one looks one sees intensive
construction work, Everywhere one sees hundreds of men at worke
New streets are being made, canals being dug, and o’i;!hctric wires
being strung; huge public buildings and living premiseé are being
constructed, The new city' has already taken shape, but its inner
architecture has yet to be -completad. '

Every duy numerous newspaper correspondents, writers,
scientists, and construction workers arrive hers. The whole of
Bulgaria feels that an important center of the country's industry
is being bullt here. That is why Bulgaria considers Dimitrovgrad
its pride, & symbol of her future, Having started with three
small villages, today thls city has over 40,000 inhabitants, It
is no longer & dream, but reality. The individual sectors of the
city are still separuted from each other. But they grow with
every passing day, and the time is not far a'g!y when they will
merge into one grandlose whole, into one grandiose unit, into &

city of the future -~ Dimitrovgrad.

To the west and east of Dimitrovgrad the Maritsa River has
formed a considerably wider flood terrace covered with forti].;
alluviual soils, Here irrigation is being doﬁe with the help of
thres §ump1ng stations which belong fo the first zone of the
Kharmanli irrigation system. Brod village is located on the left
bank of the river. It has a rich TKZS which grows early vegetables,
strawberries, and the famous Brod watermelons. Kova Nadoxhda vil-
lage has a large ceramics factory which supplies the nceds of the
entire region and even sends shipments to other places. South of

the Naritsa valley begins the hilly Xhaskovo submountain terrace,

and the vast Stara Zagora plain stretches to the nerth.

- 17 -
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East of Novs Nadezhde village the Maritsa River enters =&
narrow pass which has steep rock sides, Thls pass continues up
to Maritse City. This is the first and most plcturesque pass of
the river in the upper Thraclen lowlands. Here Maritisa has cut
across the hills of the east Rhodope submountaln terrace around
Aleksandrovo village; the hills continue north of @he river,

reaching up to Musachevo village.

After crossing the pass following the left bank of the
Maritsa River, one sees the first sector -- the Yordanovo

sectior - of the newly sheped Haritsa City.

Haritsa City: This new city wue created in 1948 through the
merging o three settlements -- Simeonovgrad, the Zlatidol rail=
road station, and Yesdanovo village. This unit was given the new
name Huritsa City. Its over-all population was over 8,000, With
its three large seeters or zones, this scattered city forms a com=
plex settlement whieh sovers an area on both sides of the Maritsa
not far from the merging of the Sazliyka and the Maritsa Rivers.
North of the Maritsa River along the left bank are the former
Simecnovgrad (which forms the first sector of the city) and the
former Yordamove vuhp (the third sector of the city). South of
the Maritsa River, slong its right bank, is the settlement of the
Zlatidol rallroad statien (second sector).

The. largest seeter of the na;v city Aia the former Simeomovgrad,
-In the past, during the Turkish domination, it was an average-size
village called iyvall (Dyulevo} because of the numerous quince
orchards sround the aity /"dyuls'means quimoe in Bulgeriap/, Later
on, becuuse of its erossroud lecation, the population of this

‘ o
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settlement was entrl;.sted with guerding the main roade leeding
from Edirne to Plovdiv and Stara Zagora. Because of this the
gettlement was given the name Seymen L?guardiun" is Turkisg .

In 1873, when the Baron Hirsh railroad line was built, a rail-
line was built between the village of Seymen and the then-ex_ist.ing
nearby Turnove village. Thus the settlement was given the double
name Turnovo Seymen, which later on was applied only to the small
furnovo Seymen city. In 1929 Turnovo Seymen city was renamed
Simeonovgrad, while the railroad station remained known by its
former name Zlatidol, Now the railroed station also bears the

name Maritsa City.

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the local popula-
tion was engeged mainly in fattening catile through the summer
season. However, in the nineteenth century crafts and commerce
appeared in the settlement. The first small industrial enter-
prises appeared here only after the liberation and the development
of Bulgurian capitalism. These were mainly mills and oil pro-

cessing enterprises.

_ After 9 September 1944 ﬂxa industrial enterprises, mills,
and oil—progeesing enterprises were e;llarged; and a cotton-
spinning and canning fazctory were built here. ;Xlso esf.ablished
were craftsmen cooperatives which merged the small craftsmens’
workshops. The mest important of them is the ironsmith and cart-
meking cooperstive enterprise "Vasil Kolarov." The first sector
of the city has a well-organized slaughterhouse with refrigera-

tion facilities, The raw materials used by the textile, cé.nning,

and meat industries come from the neerby villeges whose zirodmtion
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gravitates towerd Maritsa City. The fact that the city is the
agricultursl center of the fertile plain which surrounds the city,
will help the city satisfy its food needs. 1In addition to grain,
here are sown more and ,mbre rice and cotton and good-quality
tobacco. The city includes two TKZS, one uniting the farmers

of the first and third sectors, the second those of the second
sector., Mere the ?arm Wo‘rker:;' Cooperatives cultivate vast aréas
of lend, growing vegetables, vingyards, and fruit. Maritsa City
is also developing a good trgneportation junction, from which
stem three railrosd lines leading to Plovdiv, Svilengrad, and
Nova Zagora, as well as four main highways leading to the i‘irst;
three cities and to Stura Zagora. There is a great need for
another railroad line which would pass through Topolovgrad, Elk-
hovo, and Grudovo, and on to Burges. This track may be built in

the near future.

Given the new socialist surroundings and the good econcmic
possibilities now prevailing, Maritse City will expand even
further, helped by its central location and its rich agricultural

region.

Beyond Maritsa City, the Maritsa River turns to the south-
east, After it widens near the city (bscause of the estusry of
the Sazliyka River) the valley of the Mal;itsa River again narrous,
The Maritsa River then crosses its second pass. uarth of ‘Preslavets
village, where the reilroad line leading to Sviigpgra.d has been
built directly by the right benk of the river. - At this point
there is no room for a highwey. The highway from Svilengrad
through Kharmanli and through Maritsa City to Stara Zagora passes

west of Preslavets villege. This pass is not as beautiful as the

- 150 =
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pass west of Maritsa City. South of Preslavets village there is
another expansion of the valley arnund the estuary of the Kharman-
liyska River, Kharmanli City is located at this point,

The Khurmanli plain hes an altitude of about 80 m, It is
bordered from the south and the west by u series of heights be-
longing to the east Rhodope submountsin terrace, whose altitude
is not more thun 250 to 350‘ m. It is bounded on the north by
the pass. On the left bank of the Maritsa River and at places al-
most immedlately on its banks there are agein hills and heights
which have the same nature and altitude as the hills previously
mentioned. These are the final foothills of Mount Brannitsa.

Here the warm influence of the Aegean Sea climate is felt far more.
There is a lack of precipitation, because of which irrigation is
necessary. Desplte this, the small and fertile plain is well
cultivated. Here grow numerous crops which require heat, such

as cotton, peanuts, sesame seed, anise seed, ceravay seed, poppy
seed, tobacco, almonds, and even figs, Wheat crops have been
replaced by the more profitable industrial crops, by vegetable
gardens (early vegetables, watermelon patches, rice fie]ﬂs, ete.).
There are few other pléces in Bulgaria where. so muny .varied crops
are cultivated on su;:zh a small area. However, tobacco production
and cocoon growing predominate, The tobaeco grown here, which is’
of the Kharmanliyska yeka type, is famous for its high quality,

The develeopment of cocoon raising is stable because of the presence
of mulberry orchards, which cover an area second only to the ve-
getable gardens, located more to the southeast in the direction of‘
Iyubimets and Svilengrad, Kharmanli city is the main econonic .
conter of this plain and.of the entire Kharmanli okoliya, aq:i;n._ o

as of many settlements outside this okoliya.
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Kharmanli: This city is located on the Kharmanli River 2 1/2
km sway from the Meritsa River. It 1s an importent railroad station
on the railroad line to Svilengrad, and is a crossroad for the high-
ways to Khaskovo, to Maritsa City, Topolovgrad, Svilengrad, and %o

the south toward the Rhodope Mountains.

Kharmanli City erese during the sixteenth century as a
travelers! settlement which serviced travelers along the old
diagonal rosd leading toward Constantinople, A solid arched stone
bridge was constructed in 1585 to facilitate transportation across
the Kharmanliyska River, 4 lerge caravansary, & mosque, & bath,
and obher buildings -~ all later desiroyed -- were built soon
after around the bridge. Khndzhi Kulfa passéd across this city
and described it as being an impertant economic and administrative

center,

The liberation found Kharmenli a small city of 3,000 popula-
tion and en Oriental appearance., After the liberation almost all
of the Turks (constituting the majority of the population in the
past) left; they were replaced by many Bulgarian immigrants coming
from the Aegean Sea. re_gion. The city begani growing gradually. In
1910 it hed 4,711 people; in 1926 there were 7,1305 in 1946, 9,&0;
and at present the city has a population of over 10,000, Kharmanli
owes its upsurge mainly to its “tobacco production and cocoon
growingam*li_éiﬁi#ﬁfaféb&iéﬁbﬁyﬂengrad as a cocoon growing center of
Méaria. The oity irclundes s leige dryi;lg building for cocoons snd
a factory for silk fabrics ‘and yarns. The city is a center for the
production of silkworm eggs. The city has & silk-weaving school;
it 'also has tobacco warehouses, factories for cotton fabrics and

yarns, mills, end oil-making enterprises, Kharmanli hes renewed it-

self with many new construction projects;l, Befey strééts, public es=

tablishmenté, schools, and houses.. It is a very nice looking city.
- L o-1s2 & S o
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After the Maritsa River hes entered its last pass southeast

of Kharmanli City its vulley expands considerably and continues
to expand to svilengrad. Its valley ab Svilengrad becomes even
Jower in altitude (52 m) and warmer and has &n even more strongly
felt Mediterranean influence. Here the alluvial soils are very
fortile and are easy to cultivate. The entire area along the
right bank of the Maritsa (the Knermenli plein and a large part

of Biseri village and of the Lyubimets railroad station) 1s irri-
gated. Here is also located the other part of the Kharmanli irri-
gation system, which includes pumping’ stations which siphon water
from the Maritsa River. This pert of the plain has the send

crops as the Khermanli plain, bub has more mulberry trees, Vege-=
table gardens, vineyards, and fruit orchards. Northwest of the
Svilengrad railroad statlon stretch wide meadows which are partially
covered with swamps. This area could be eapily drained off, which

will give more cultivated ares for agricultural purpeses.

The mest impertant settlements in this region are Blser,
Lyubimets, and Svilengrad. Biser village is located on the Biserska
River, south of the highway and railrosd lim leading to Svilengrad.
It has & we]l—organiud TKZS. iynbimets 15 o large s ettlement
(about 7, 000) and an ixportant railroad station. It is located on
the right bank of the Maritsa River. Svilengrad'is the last. Bul-
garian city along the reaches of the Iari.tsa. and Kapitan Andreevo

villaege is the laét Bulgerian village on the left bank of the Maritsa.

svilengrads Thls eity is jocated mostly on the left bank ef
the Maritsa on the borderline between upper snd lower (eastern)
Thraoe., Here the southern Rhodope branches neet the northern

branches of Meunt Brannitsa. At this inporta.nt strategic location
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there has been & settlement dating from ancient times. It
started as a Thracian settlement located on the left bank ef the
Maritss in the Khisarya area, Later on it b;acame an impertant
Roman fortress uxidex; the neme Burdenis, which kept watch on the
important Roman military road from Constantinople to Belgrade.
This settlemént was also a road station whers horses of the mall
coaches were changed. Later on, in the course of the barbarian
attacks, the fortress was entirely des’f.royed. Another settlement,
ealled Chernomen, was established near this place in the Middle
Ages, This is the present-dey Chermen village (Ormenion in Greek),
located on the right bank of the Maritsa River because at that

time the International Highway pessed along that bank.

Today's Svilengrad arose at the beginning of the fifteenth
century at the Maritsa River ford, et a time when travelers had
to cross the river with boats. At first it was a small village
mainly of fishermen and boatsmen. However, due to the importence
of this fort, the Great 1?i.z.'uar, Kodzha Lala Mustafa Pasha, in
1510 ordered the famous Turkish constructor Sinan to build at
this place a big stone bridge. This bridge has remained and is
being used even today. It is 295 m lomg. It has 19 arches and
has solid stone railings. In the center of the bridge its high

railixig bears an inscription giving details regarding the con-
struction, The ini)ortanco of "this settlement increassd, In this
settlement Hustafa Pasha built a mosque and a caravansary with a
lead roof whi4ch could house 700 horses and had bedrooms and
storage faellities for tx;avulera. The settlement was called

Mustdfa Pasha. ItAra;?idly expanded along both banks of the river,

favored by 1ts important location and fertile land. In the seventeenth
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century Evliya Chelebi found 700 houses and 7 mosques -here. Around
1860 the Bulgarians who were sottled here built a church and opened

a reading room and a school in which Ivan Vazov taught. According
to the Berlin Treaty the city remained in Turkish territory but

near the Bulgarian borders

After the Balkan‘ﬁar in 1913 when it b'ecame known on the basis
of the Bucharest Treaty thet the city would becows Bulgarian, the
Turks razed it before leaving and carried away with them wha'-bever
they could., They aven carried away the doors und windows of houses,
in order to build a new Mustafa Pasha on Turkish territory. When
the Bulgarians who had escaped came back they found their houses
destroyed and the milberry orchard around the city cut dovne Soon
a pew city was bullt at the site of the destroyed Mustafa Pasha.
The city was called Svilengrad. 'It was more beautiful than the
former one, and the mulberry ‘gardens wvere restored and expanded.

A whole mulberry forest later appeared here. Svilengrad became

the largest cocoon ganter in Bulgarias. & cocoon cooperative built
a huge warehouse for‘ cocoons with modern drying premises. Hundreds
of thousands of kilograms of cocoons began being exported to
foreién markets. A factory to weaye silk fabﬁ'cé was created here.
Viticulture, fruit-growing, and tobe.ccoéprqduction developed, Ve-

gefables which require more heat also grow here, The Aegean Ses

influence provides this heats

Th;; city is located near the bordersd Bulgaria, Greece, and

Turkey. It is less than 2 kn from the Greek border and about 4 te
5 km from the Turkish border. That is why the srea round it is
1imited., In 1926 (the first census after the Iberation of the

-
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the city) Svilengrad numbered 8,423 people, and in 1934, 9,303.
At presént the city has about 10,000 people. Hew industrial
enterprises are not being built in the clty, nor is there any
particularly extensive housing construction. At present Svilen—
grad remains mainly an sgricultural city, a fact which is obvious

from its external appearance.

In the Northern Parts of the Plovdiv Plain

The train leaves Filipovo railroad station and starts rolling
through the flat plain nerth of Plovdiv. Everything here is ver-
dent: orchard gardens are covered with frult., Piles of wooden cases
full of red tomatoes or large gold-yellow pears can be seen in the
vegetable gardens, The vast rice fields north of Plovdiv between
the Pyaschenik and Strysma Rivers resemble a huge thick green carpet.
After paseing the Graf Ignatievo railroad statlon, however, the view
chenges. More wheat, corn, and sunflowers cen be seen. In general
grain crops predominate in the northern parts of the Plovdiv plaln.
Here fruit gardens and vineyards are less widespread.

From the Kaloyanovo reilroad station we travel east on the
highway toward Ruzhevo Konare village. Its_ well-organized ‘Georéi
Dimitrov TKZS n;ade this village famous all over Bulgeria and even

abroad. Ruzheve Konare is one of the large Bulgarian villages.
Its population already numbers over 4,000. The village is located
about 25 km north of Plowdiv on the left bank of the Stryama River.

The Farm ¥orkers' Cooperative in Ruzhevo Konare village was
founded in 1945. Todey it encompasses almost the -entire popula=-

tion of the village, which is enjoying its great achievements, The

farm has a vast, flat, and very fertile land. There is an average
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of 3( decares of cultivated land here per family, which shows that
there is 2.5 tirwes more land per caplta here than there is in the
Krichim plain. The TK7S cultivates this fertile Jand with modern
methods, using tractoré, cultivating machines, row cultivators,
and obther machines supplied mainly by the KIS in Kaloyanovo vil-
lage. In addition, a thick network of irrigation canals criss-
c.rosses the entire srea around the village. This irrigation uses
partially the waters of the Stryama River, and to a larger degree
the abundant shallow subterranean waters. The area of Ruzheve
Konare village includes 155 pumpss 120 of which are electrically
powereds They £411 the irrigation canals from which the water
quietly flows over sun-cracked land, This 1ife-giving water is

e real blessing on the flat plain, Over 17,000 decares of land
are irrigated. They yleld abundant crops regerdless of the droughts
wshich may come to Thrace. About 2,800 deceres of this land pro=-

duce two crops annuallye

The land is abundantly fertilized by the Farm Jorkers' Co=

operative of Ruzhevo Konsre village. In 1954 alone 2,800 decares

were Terivilized with orgenic manure and vegetable ash, In addition,

chemical fertilizers are used, An area of 11,000 decares of agri-

cultural crops have been fertilized by 245 tons of nitrogen,

'phoaph'oru's, and potassium fertilizers. Thanks to medern agre=

technical methods and the abundant, fertilization and irrigation

in the TKZS of Ruzhevo Konare village, high yislds have been obtained
" from grein and industiial erops, vegetables, etc. Here the leading

agricultural workers have been generously rewarded by the people's

regime with medals, honors, prizes, etce
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The land of the furm is well-planned. The cultivated area
is dlvided into blocks of 750 decares each, re‘ctangulfarly—shaped.
They can be seen clearly from afar, They are bordered by winde
bresks of Canasdian and pyramid-sheped poplars, and ash trees.

Osk trees can be seen in the northern parts of the fields., The
trees develop well here and have already reached & height of 6

to 10 m, Near these trees roads have been built and the main
irrigationsl canale dug. A&n agreeable freshness comes from these
forest belts during the summer heat. In addition, they give &
particular charm to the vie'.v. ‘I'h; forest belts include an over-
a1l area of 480 decares. However, if this fertils area had been
planted with fruit trees or with mulberry trees, it would heve been
much more profitable, It is true that the forest belts were
planted to preserve the soil from the strong winter winds and to
help the snow setile more evenly on the ground, to weaken the
force of the summer winds, and to reduce the evaporation of water
from the soil. But here in this quiet flat Thracian lowland there
was no need for such measures. Thus, it 1s not recommended for
other Farm Workers' Cooperatives in the Plovdiv plain to plant

such forest belts, no matter how bewutiful they may be,

The Stryama River flows acroés the area of Ruzheve l{oﬁare
village. In the past it has flooded and frequently chenged its
bed., Its old river bed, about .2.5 km long, was in the past only’
bare land or pasturelgnd, Now it has been changed.' Dikes have
been erected in soveral places, beyond vhich artificial lakes.
shine under the sun. Fish have been stocked here, Waterfowl is

being cultivated at these lakes. Hers the young people from the

village gather for sport and relaxation, Every year these artificial
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lakes yield about 10 t of delicious fish, The production of the
"Georgi Dimitrov" TKZS in Ruzhevo Konare village is varied and
sbundant. Grain crops cover half the cultivated area, Excellent
wheat of the Okerman type is produced. It yields 150 to 200 kg
of large-size grain per decars. Corn covers over 2,300 decares,
and, belng irrigated, it ylelds 240 kg of grain per decare. Grain
erops hsre entirely satisfy the needs of the population; with an
excess for export. In‘ addition, the area grows rice. It covers
an area of over 1,000 decares and ylelds a rich crop. In 1954 an
averuge of 812 kg of nondecorticated rice was obtained per decare

fronm an area of 175 decares.

Industrial ereps constitute an important part in the economy
of Ruzhevo Konare village, Entire fields have been planted with
sunflowers, whioh grew very high when properly irrigated. Over
1,000 decures, maialy in the<Ghernozem-pitch soils, have been
plunted with oetteme In addition, the area also grows nint,
tobacce (Virziaia type), and sugar beets. Each of these crops

covers oever 500 decares each,

Vegetable grewing plays an importunt role here. Vegetables
cover an usres ef ‘1,660 decaﬁs. The Ruzhevo Kc-mare people are
specialists in the grewing of e‘ar‘l;y and medium early tomatees,
large and juicy peppers, eurly potatogs, etc, ‘Ihe vegetable gardeha
covered with a riach erep are a wonderful sight, Iere in 1953 an
area of 10 d‘oarn produ;nd 1.,600. kg of early tomatees per decare ——
a reoerd yield fer the whole of Bulgaria, - -

There iz an abundance of produce in the fertile area areund

Ruzhevo Konare., It produces grain crops, varieus industrial crops,
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vegetables, strawberries, watermelons, cantsloupes, eta, But that
is pot alls orcherd growing is rapidly developing here. The area
coverad by orchards is already over 1,000 decares. Long rows of
apple, cherry, plum, and other troes embsellish the flat plein and
produce sweet fruit. Only viticulture is st111 poorly developed.
However, in the near fubure the area now planted with vineyards

(400 decares today) will be considerably increased.

Along with its intensive vegetable—grmingj, Ruzhevo Konare is
now developing livestock raising. A large amount of grain food,
such as alfalfa, fodder beets, and ensilaged fodder is produced
for the needs of the livestock raising. Well-lighted, hygienic
barns have been built by the village. They have been equipped in
accordance with the most modern animal husbandry requirements. They
are equipped with automatlc watering devices, the fodder is
mechanically supplied to the stables, ete, Cow raising is well
developed. The faurm has 133 milkeproducing cows. In 1954 =n
average of 1,200 1 of milk was produced per fodder-fed cow. Because
of inadequate pastureland (only 850 decares) sheep-breeding is less
well-developed, The farm has only 2,850 sheep, bub they are very

_ productive. There are 276 horses and 460 hogs.

In 195/ monetery income from vegetable growing and livestock
raising was as followss from industrial crops and grain crops, 16%3
from vegetables and watermelons, 38%; from livestock raising, 10.5%;

and from orchard and vineyard growlng, 5.5%

Early tomatoes and potatoes, the sweet strawberries, the large

cherries and apples, the julcy peppers, and the other produce of

Ruzheve Kenare village are very weli known in the markets in Plovdiv,
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Sofia, Kurdzhali, and other parts of Bulgaria. The Farm Vorkers'
Cooperative in Ruzhevo Konare village is growing rapidly 'stronger.
It is visited by many delegations from other TXZS of Bulgaris and
from abroad. These visitors learn much from the experiences and

the achlevements of the Ruzhevo Konare people.

The villege is changing and radicelly improving. It has been
electrified and now has radios. It has a large square in the
center of the eity., Here the psople's reglima has buillt a new,
modern, sunny health house, It has been built at the site of the
former police station in which the fascists tortured the fighters
for the people's freedom, Rising on the side of the square is a
new cultural club, which is a real house of culture. It has been
built by the local people's Soviet and by the TKZS with the help
of the entire population. It has a good movie hall, a reading room,

a library, a tea shop, etc.

The newly built nursery is an important achievement for the
mothers of Ruzhevo Konare. It is a hygienically=-clean building
rising in the center of a large courtyard with fruit trees and with
water flowing along the irrigatibn canal, Even ;1uring the hot.test
days of summer it is agreeably cool and fresh here. Here thriving
under the care of well=trained personnel are the youngest citizens
of the fanous Ruzhevo Konare village, which, boldly and with as<
surance, is following the roaa of sociaiism.

The plain around the Rugzhevo Konare village is flat and wide.,
Wherever one looks the view is the same. It is a plain - a vast
plain! It is s if the plain, lush with verdure, were ondless.

Far to the south in the morning haze one can see the silhouette of
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the powerful outline of the Rhodope Mountains. To th; north along
the horizon there is faintly visible the low chala of the Sredna
Gora Mountains, beyond which can be seen the proud Balkan Mz)s.
It is very pleasant %o travel on the plain on an early summer
morning. The sweet songs of the birds echo everywhere. Sparkling
dew covers rich wheat, large sunflowers, and corn, Here there are
almest no pastures, The entire area is covered by {ields, gardens,

. meadows, and vineyards.

We travel to the east of Ruzhevo Konare tqward Momino vil-
lage. This is one of the famous vegetable- and rice-growing
settlenents in the Plovdiv area. It has a population of 1,600,

It produces large asmounts of early tomatoes, potatoes, peppers,
eggplants, etc. Net far from the rich vegetable gurdens stretches
the light green expanse of the rice fields.which cover an ares of
800 decares. Cooperative farmers can be seen walking rapidly aboutb.
Here orchard growing is rapidly developing. In the area of Momine
there are over 200 decares of orchards, which yield high-quelity
fruits. Viticulture is less well developed. There is about half

of a decare of vineyard per family.

We hurry to reach General Nikelaevo village. It is located
far to the sast of Momino village. Here too the plain is just as
wide and monotoneus, so that even with a map it is difficult to
£ind ones ny. Thc footpaths and the roads betman the villages

_ turn around large blocks of cooperativoly-ﬂmnd land covenﬁ with
wheat and cern and vineyards. On ithe plain ”ne can see from &far

" the high belltewer and the chimmey of the brick factory in General

Nikolaevo v:llhge.. The village is located 26 km to the northeast

-'16‘2-
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of Plovdiv by the hlghway to Brezovo viilage. General Nikolaevo
village is wmong the largest villages in Thrace., It has a popu-
lution of over 6,200 Bulgarien Romen Catholics. The neighboring
Sekirove and Parchevich villages are also Roman Catholic. General
Nikolasvo is one of the oldest villgges in the Plovdiv plain, It
is believed that its population settled here after participating in
the Chiprovo rebellion, Its old name was Kaluchli. During the war
of liberation a battle took place in the neighborhood of this vil-
lage. With the rank of captain in the Russian armies, the Bul-
gerian Danail Nikolaev participated in this battle. He was wounded
by the Turks, but the brave population of Kaluchli saved him,
After the liberation Danail Nikolaev became the first Bulgariasn
generel., In 1934 the village was given his nauwe. The population

of the neighboring cities call this village "Generala."

General Nikolasev village has a large Farm Workers' Coopera-
tive called "Purvi May.® It includes over 80% of the farmers of
the village and of the cultivated erea of the villsge. FHere the
local population has a large amount of cultivatéd land, Families
which are ﬁKZS members have an average of about 30 decares ‘of culti-
vated land epléce. Under caf;italism productionAconsisted mainly of
gx;ain crops and a small amount ;)f industrial crops. Under the
people's regime agriculture is being modernized and mechanized,
Productipn.has 1ncrea§ed, and new crops such as rice, strawberries,
and ramie ha.vei been introduced. The cultivation of vegetables in-
creased, and m«;re orchards and vineyards were planted. The wealth

of the village is alse growing,

The land around General H:Lkolaovog"village is vast and fertile,

but for many years drought destroyed a large percohtago of the crops.
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That i_;: why in order to prevent the :;leStrnction of the drought
snd to increase even further’ agriculi'.ural ylelds, the cooperative
farmers of the village declded to use the local water and en~
thusiastically bullt three small dems to collect a total of over
2,000,000 m® of water, There ave three new lakes built by the

people following the road toward soclalism,

Near the village and the highway shine the waters of the two
smell lakes, which are very close to one another. A small acacla
forest has been planted near the waters of these lekes, and near
it has been bullt a medern poultry farm belonging to the TKZS.

The third of the small General Nikolaeve dams is lecated about 8
km northeast of the village on a hilly site. Here in the Kavatsite
is located the largest small dam of the Plovdiv plain. It holds
over 1,000,000 mB of water, The wnll of the dam is almest 400 m
long, end its width at the bottom is 60 m, It is 12 m high. 4c-
cording to the plans, the wall of this dam will be raised another
3 %o 4 m, and then the dam will hold over 2,000,000 m° of water.
The economic importence of ‘the .small General Nikolaevo dams is
considerable. They help the irrigatien of over 3,000 decares of
cultivated land, which has been forever saved from the destruction
of droughts, In addition, there is fi%ll in the lakes, The inc':ogp
which is obtained from the increased africultural yields because
of irrigatien and from the fish will repay in only a few years ‘all
the funds ~which have been invested in ths construction of the
small.dems. This increases the security of the cooperative farmers,
ensures th‘l with larger incomes, anid inspﬁes them to build mers
small dans in the vast area around their settlement, |
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Rice was planted for the first time in 1954 in General
Nikolaevo village, and during the following year over 1,000
decares of rics were planted. 4 high yield may be obtained
from rice ;‘-(henl planted on the i}at Chernozem—pi‘!‘.ch soils, The

planting of rice bseame pessible only because of the small deus,

Irrigation expands vegetable growing, Already ever 1,000
decares have been planted in vegstables. In addition to
tomatoes, peppers, onions, beans, and other vegetables, large
areas are planted with peas, a large part of which is sent te
be processed in the canneries in Plovdiv and Krichim railread

statien,

The growing of stravberries (ever 800 decares), watermelons,
and cantaloupes is of great impertance to the Purvi May TKZS in
General Nikelssvo village. In addition, here the growing ef
industrial creps, such as cotton (nearly 1.,600 decares), sugar
beets, sunflowers, and a little tobacco is well—developed,
Orchard growing is rapidly developing here, as well., Under
capitelism the village had only a few decares of orchards, while
now there are over 800 decares of orchards which will soon be-
gin producing abundant fruit, Plum htree‘a c.onstitute the largest
erchard area. Viticulture is still poorly developed (there is
an average of one decare per family); hevever, it will grow

’ rapldly in the near future to cover an ares of 10,000 decares,

In the neigizboring villages, as well as here, livesteck r‘aising
is less well~developad than is veéotable growing, The area planted
in alfalfa is now being increasa&, which will help the development
oi livestoak raising. In 195/ the ‘irneoma from livestock raising was
only 14% of the tetal incoms obt%tned by the village from agri-

cultural sources. -
- 165 =

' Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approvd for Release 2013/02/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001700150003-0

After 9 September 1944 a brick factory was built in General
Nikolaevo village. This brick factory entirely supplies the
needs of the local population, gnd the excess is suppiied to the
surrounding communities. Even in Madan and Rudozem there are
nany buildings built with bricke produced in General Nikeleevo

village.

Traveling by train from i’lovdiv to Chirpan, one can see

this fertlile land, so abundantly watered and cerefully cultivated.
Corn here grows 3 m high. Rice fields look 1ike a sea of heavy
sheaves. Vegetable gardens are prolific; fruit, sweet cantaloupes,
and julcy watermelons ripen in the fields., The train runs across
one of the biggest vegetable- and rice-growing areas in the
Phracian lowlands —- Skugare, Rogosh, Manole, Belozem, and
Qrizovo, Further to the east, toward the foothills of the Chirpan
Heights and near Cherna Gora village one can see the high chimneys
of the Stomana plunt, which produces bricks and tiles, This large
and modern plant was constructed under the people’s regime apd com-
pleted in 1951, The plant is in a region which is very rich in
clay and which also contalns & smull amount of fine sand. The

‘ plgnt has available eneugh raw materizls near tl'la plant to last
for at least 100 years. Modern earth—mc;ving equipment digs and
loads earth into hand cars which run on a special narrow-gauge track
to the plant. Over 300 m> of clay ave processed here daily, and 15

" % of coal are use,d‘in the process. Thé majority of the production
processes here are mechanized. In this respect the plant is one

of the best in Bulgaria, It has the second Bulgarian steam instal-

lation for drying bricks and tiles. These are baked in large,

modern ring=-like kilns,.
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The Stomena Plant in Cherna Gora village (Chirpsn okoliye)
produces some of the most solid bricks and tiles in Bulgaria. It
has an annual production of ever 3,000,000 tiles, and over 13,000,000
bricks, which satisfy a large percentage of the construction needs
in the Thracian lowlands, the Rhodope Hountain region, and the
Sofia region. In addition; a large part of the production is ex-
ported, For example, in 1955 over 1/2 of the tiles and 1/4 of the

bricks were e:{ported to Czechoslevakia. -

This brick plant in Cherna Gora village is a large industrial
enterprise which uses very profitably locally-found raw materials,
gives work to about 250 to 300 of the lecal population, helps con-

struction, and even contributes to Bulgarian exports.

In the Chirpen Hills

East of Cherns Gora village the railroead tracks enter the
Chirpen Hills, which are the southeramost branches of the Sredna
Gora Hountains, dividing the Plovdiv and Stara Zagora plainse Once
the train enters this region the view suddenly changes. Here one
sees the large fields of the farm workers' cooperatlves planted with
cotton and sunflower seeds, with long rows of sheaves. fihat strikes
one mest are the vast vineyards among which can be seen single

orchard trees covered with fruit,

The economy in the Chirpsn region 1is quite varied. 'l;he i'egion )
produces & considerabia améunt of grain crops which entirely satisfy
the needs of the lecal population. However, the mest impor-tant'
crops are these ofA cotton ‘growing and viticulture. These yield 2/3

»

of the income of the farm workers' cooperatives, which include over

85% of the farmers and cultivated land in the okoliya.
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Cotton covers 10% of the cultivated land here and is wide-
spread in the flatter or s].:!.ght’.l;yj hilly l.and which is covered
with Chernozem~pitch soil containing many nutritive substances
needed by cotton. The areas covered by cotton are extremely vast.
In summer they represent an endless green area which, when the

cotton bloassoms, are colored by yellow-rose cotton bloons. And

when in autumn the cotten bolls crack and the lerge soft balls

of snoy-white cotton fiber appear, the sight becomes even more
pleasant. One is charmed by the songs of the cooperative farmers
who hurry to harvest this white gold which brings them larg'e in-
comes, supplies the industry with valuable raw material, and
ensures the people clothing, In 1954, 1/3 of the income of the
TKZS of the okoliya was obtained from cotton, and individual TKZS

had an even larger percentage of their income from cotton growlng.

Mong with cotton growing, of great importance to the economy
of this region is vineyard growing, fer which natural conditions
are favorable, The hilly topegraphy facilitates the movement of
the wind in the vineyards and helps prevent diseases., The southern
exposure helps the grapes collect more suger. The soils, with thelr
small amount of lime, faver vineyard growing. In the Chirpsn hills
a traveler may walk kilometer after kilometer. among nothing but
vineyards. They cover an average of 10% of the cultivated area
of the okoliya,_ but they are even mere developed in the hillier
parts of the region. The largest vineyard growing villages here
are Izverove, Spasovo, Vedren, Stoyan Zalmovo, Sredno Gradishte,
and Bragya Daskalovi, In this region abeut 20% of the cultivated

areas, and even mere in certain places, are coversd by vineyards.
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Viticulture has & great future ' in ‘the Chirpan hills, Mere
and more vineyards are being planted here. On the basis of future
plans, the Chirpan okoliya alone will have over 100,000 decares
of vineyards in 19603 while in 1954 the total area was only about
16,000, Thus the people's regime will make the Chirpan hills

into a typloal vinsyard-growing and wine-producing region.

4 large percentage of the income of the farmers in Chirpan
okoliya comes from vinsyards; According to 1954 data, 1/3 of
the income of all the TKZS in the okoliya has been obtained from
vin-eyards and orchard growing, Howsver, taking into considera=
tion that orchard growing is poorly developed hers (the entire
okoliya has only 6,500 decares of orchards), it is obvieus that
this income is due mainly to vineyard growing, which in this re-
glon holds secend place after cotton, The other branches ef
agriculture are less impertant., For example, vegetable gardens,
watermelons, and cantaloupes account for only 13% of the income,
and tobacco in this region is of very little importance. It ac-
counts for only 1% of the income obtained from vegetable growing,
Here the soils required for the production of high-quality tobac-
co cannot bel found, -

Iivestock ralsing is poor]j developed. In 1954 the inceme
from livestock raising in Chirpen was 5 times smaller than income
obtained frem vegetable grewing, The g_rowj.ng of fodder is also
insdequately develeped. '

Vater made available through the constx;uction of small dams

is of great importance te the rurel economy of this Bulgarian re-

gion, First attempts in this respect were very effective. The
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waters of smell dams built in the Rupki, Bratya Daskalovi,
Partizanin, Merichleri, and other villages already help irrigate
vegetable gardens, watermelon patches, alfalfa fields, vineyards,

etc,

Chirpun: The train passes vineyards, cotton fields, and
sunflower fields to reach this city, the largest market in the
cultural and administrative center of this region, It is lo-
cated south of the railread tracks on a slight slope. A beauti-~
ful paved road connects it with the railroad station. Only the
center of this settlement looks like a city., Therse streets have
been paved or cobblestoned; a park, which is now being enlarged,
has been built. The center of the oity includes the main city
sheps, the okoliya administrative offices, eto., The larger part
of Chirpan, hewever, resembles a large village, The houses are
small with large courtyards and include a large number of rural-

type homes,

Chirpun is an old settlement, Its first settlers probably

settled areund lerge cold water springs at the Tekira site,

which is lecated in the lower part of the present city, Accerd-
ing to archeelogical data, during the Roman epoch a settlement
existed here oallea Sherampol, During the Turkish enslavement
there was a oity here which was for'l;ified with walls and towers,
Its pepulatien was Qngaged mainly in crafts, Here hides were
precessed; shees and fur garments were made. Also sewing,
‘go].dui.thing,'and other crafts wers developed, A large percentage
of the preduce was exported to the markets in Edirne and Uzundszhovo,
Later en under the competition from industrially-preduced goods,
orafts in 'ch:lrpan declined; and the city gradually became a typical
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) agricultural settlément. Tﬁat is why its population remained al=-
most stable in the cupitalie;t spoch, For example, in 1887 it
numbered 11,000, and the census of 1935 was again the same, After
9 September 1944 the populatien of Chirpan began to grow rapidly:

in 1946 Chirpan numbered 13,230,

Along with a well-developed agriculture, there 1s ‘consider—
eble industrisl ;':roduction in Chirpan, There at the location of
the site of the former small workshop which manufactured small
- tools the pe.ople'a regime bullt the Budeshtnost Machine-Building
Plant., It is true that its premises are small and old, bubt it
nevertheless produces mocern seed-cleening agricultural machinery,
spare paris for harvesters and threshing machlnes, winnowlng
machines, and even large Snow plews. That the agricultural
machines which are manufactured hers are of good quality is proved
by the fact that at the Leipzig Falr the seed-cleaning machine

from this plant was given an award.

Wine production is'of great importance to Chirpan's industry.
Chirpan is one of the largest wine centers of the Thracian lew-
jands. Here the Vinprom enterprise annually produces’ 8,000,000
ﬁ;,o'9,000,000 1l of various‘ kinds of wine, liquers, Malaga-type wine,
Damyat-type, standard-type wine, etcs In addition, substances are
preduced for the manufacturing of champagnes, wine distillates,
wine spirits, calcium tartrate, étc; A large percentage ef this

- . wine is experted to the USSR and to the peoples' democracles.

The production of wine 1s glso well developed in the large
vineyard-growing villages in the okeliya wher;a there are eight
wine gellars, the largest of which are ‘Jecated in the villages

\
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Spusove (1.5 million 1) end Vetren (1,000,000 1). In.the Chirpan
ekoliya over 12,000,000 kg of grapes are processed into wine every

year,

.7
b

Chirpen's industrial development is peor. Chirpen doos” not
have enough work for the local population; accordingly, part of
its inhabitants work in the coal mines in Marbas and others in the
tile plant in Cherna Gora villagee.

The basic livelihood of Chirpan's inhabitants ig agriculture.
Its cultivated area exceeds 46,000 decares. Viticulture and )
cotton growing are the nost impertant agricultural pursuits. Vines
cover 7,500 decarss and are lecated mainly on the hillier northern
and nertheastern arees areund the city. There are vast coopera=
tive fields planted with cotten. With over 6,000 decares of Xand
planted with cetten, Chirpan competes with the greatest cotten=
producing oenters ef Bulgaria, Chirpan alse produces grain crops,

sunflewer seeds, a small amount of sugar beets, etce

Chirpan is impertant because 1t combines agricultural sclence
and practical vork. The Central Scientific and Researcti Cotten
Ine;titute is locéted near the city, Here an exi)erimente;l agri-
oulturel statien was established in 1925 to develep the cultivn#}{
.3_1:95;.1‘ hard wheat. Later on this station was given the ta
“helping in the disseminatien of knowledge regerding cotten érowing.
In 1953 it was reorganized and became the Central écienti.fic and

_ Research Cetten Institute. This institute has created new and -
highly productive types of hard wheat (typleal Zegariye), barley,

cern, vetch, etc., which are of great value te the econemy of the

' Bulgerian people. This inetitux;",‘ created the cotten types Nes 38,
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2,363, and 2,367. The two latter types have fibers 31 to 32 mu
long. They are being disseminated mere and more in the various
regions of Bulguria in which they can be successfully oulti-
vated, In addition, valuasble research is being conducted on
sgrotechnical methoeds for the cultivation of grain and industriel
crops. The staff:ef scientific workers near Chirpun works
quietljvjfy'and effestively, They render valuable aid to the rural

economy of Bulgaria.

Chirpan is the native city of the peet revolutioner P. K.
Ysvorov. His homs has been made into a museum where visitors
con become morz familiar with the 1ife and works of this Bulgarian
poet who so aptly described the misery of the working peasants
under capitalism. The ruseun centains, among other objects, the

clothing worn by Yaverev when he was a rebel fighter in Macedonia.

Y

She a -
East of Chirpan the train enters a hilly region where the
railroad line mekes wide turns, At the Mikhaylove railread sta-
tion, where a railread track leading to Dimitrovgrad branches eff,
the train enters the fameus Stara Zegora plain, The altitude ef
this plein is 150 to 180 m, It-is flat and wovered with fat
chernozem soil, jhich is the most valuable asset of this plain,
In size (nearly 1,600 kn?) the Stara Zegora plain is second largest
in Bulgaria ==.only the Paurdzﬁik—?lovdiv plain being larger, It
is larger than the Sofia plain., To the north and northwest the
Stara Zaéor;z plain 1; bordered by the Sredna Gora Mountains, and
to the east it stretches as far as Mount Brannitsa, and to the
‘Manastirski and Sveti Iliyeki Helghts, which can be seen dimly in

the distanos.
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This flat and fertile plein has been erisscrosged by new ir-
rigetional canals through which flows the water of the Tundzha
River, brought here by the work of the people who. hé.ve boldly led
the way toward socialism. The 1ifebringing water has banished
forever the centuries-old drought which plagued most of the
fertile Stara Zagoras plain. Here crops which are bigger than
capitalism could dream of, are already being obtained. The Stara
Zagora is very beautiful in summer} The heavy stalks of wheat
look like a real sea. The high cornstalks are colored dark blue,
Large sunflowars bend their heads toward the earth., Cotton casts

a green tint to the vast fields.

The Stara iagora plain is the granary of Thrace. Graing
crops cover about 60% of the cultivated ares. This plain is
Pamous all over Bulgaria for its production of Zaga;'iya, attype
of hard wheat which contains a large percentage/ of gluten and
which serves in the production of high-quality dough. Corn éow-
ing is also well developed here. When corn is properly irrigated
it grows over 3 m high and produces an excellent crop. In 1955
the Obla;t Institute on Livestock-Breeding near Stara Zagora grew

record crops of corn — over 1,000 kg of grain per decare.

Vetch is a typical crop for the Stara Zagora plain., Vetch

covers 7% of the cultivated area, is valuable fodder, and enriches
the soil with nitrogen, The Stara Zagora plain is Pirst in central

and southern Bulgaria in the cultivation of vetche

With the introduction of irrigation the areas covered by
grain orops will gradually decrease, while the growing of industriel
crops and rice will increase. Travelers in the flat.Stara Zagora
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plain cannot but admire the vest hills in which heavy sunflowers
are bending their heads toward the soils This crop covers nearly

104 of the plsin, and even without irrigation its yield is good.

The Stara Zagora plain is a most important cotton-growing
region. Here conditions for the growing of cotton are very
good —= thick chernozem soils, a long period of high temperature,
the farmers' experience in cotton-growing, etc. The socialist
regonstruction of Bulgarian agriculture, the application of
modern agricultural technological methods, and abundant ferti~
1izing and irrigdtion will improve even further the naturally
favorable conditions for cotton growing. At present cotton covers
10 to 15% of the cultivaked area of the plain, but in the future

it will be further expanded.

Viticulture is developed here, mainly in the peripheral parts
of the plain, the foothills of the Sredna Gora Mountaing, Orchard
growing is less well developed, but the expausion of irrigation
will pernit ita growth.

’

Stara Zagora is the second largest city in upper Thrace. It
already has over 50,000 inhabitants and is one of the most beauti-
ful of Bulgarian cities. It is located in the southern foothills
of the Surnena Gora Mountains and extends down the valley of the
Bedechka River and into the plain itself. The oity offers a won=
derful view. It can be seen from afar, lush with verdure and sur-
rounded with vineyards, among which grow orchard trees.. The
view beoono.'a aeven more attractive at night when one travels on the
highway from Dimitrovgrad to Stara.Zagora. Fron! afar the city
resembles a cluster of thousands of stars, among which ‘one can see

s
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straight lines of light oriascrossing at right angles. Such a view
cannot be seen anywhere else in Bulgaria, It is due to the
peculiar location of the city and to its straight streets which

are perpendicular to one another.

Located on the sunny slopes of the Surnena Gora Yountains,
Stara Zagora enjoys e mild continental climate. The Stara
Planina and Sredna Gora mountain chains protect the ;:ity from

the cold northern winds, Here the agreeable breath of the south
can be folt, Winter is mild and quite sunny, Snow remains on
the ground for only a few days at a time, Fog and bad weather

are unknown here, Summer is long, hot and comparatively dry.

Under the influence of this climate southern vegetatlon
grows successfully, and it creates a striking lmpression on
visitors to Stara Zagora, for it gives the city a peculiar charm,
One can see in the courtyards and parks eternally-green, sharp-
pointed cypress trees, which have dug thelr long roots into the
rocky soil., Also widely spread are figs, almond trees, pome-

granates, and even strawberry trees.

To enjoy the beauty of the city and the most beautiful
southern Mediterranean vegetation in ;l'hrace one must visit Lenin
Park, which was called in the past Ayazmoto Park. It is on a
large rocky hill with southern eipoaure which is thickly afforested
mainly with Mediterranean vegstation. Among the bare slopes of
the Sredna Gore Mountains it resembles a big green bouguet above
Stara Zagora. It 18 very pleasant to walk in Lenin Park. ILean
cypress trees border the paths, together with lerge and widely

branched cedar trees. Here one sees small forests of almond trees,
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and :bushes which have thick, shiny, eternally-green leaves, When
almonds blossom in early spring the countryside is particularly
nice to look at. 4And in summer when intense heat covers the city
it is agreeably cool in Lenin Park. This place is a favorite

promenade for the Stara Zagora people.

Stara Zagora has behind her & history of over 2,000 years.
It was one of the earliest settlements in upper Thrace., It rose
during the epoch of the Thracians. The Romans improved and
fortified the‘city (this was the famous ‘Avgus‘ba Trayana fortress).
Frequent battles took place there. The city knew the glory of
success, as well as defe;at and destruction, In the Middle Ages
it was called Be,tqu,' Boruy, or Vereya. When the Turks conquered
it the city was destroyed but later restored. At this point the
Turks built their Eskizara fortress, which, translated into Bul-
garian, is “Stara Zagora," During the Turkish enslavement the
city agaln became an important strategic, economic, end adminis=-
trative center., At this point the then-important roads from
Plovdiv to Yambol and from northern Bulgarie to Edirne crossed.
Stara Zagora remained the most important economic center in the
plain which surrounds it, During the Turkish enslavement many
Bulgarians settled in this city. A large pércentage of them dealt
in crafts and trade. '

MMg the ninetesnth century Stara Zagora became an im=
portant center both of Slavic culture and of the revolutionary
struggle. It became a regional revolutionary center., In September
1875 the Stara Zagora rebellion began here, It was led by‘the noted
oraftsmen Kolyu Ganchev. Today a villagg near the city has been
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named after him, as has nne of the central streets of Stara Zagora.
The Stara Zegora people have glorious revolutionary traditions
behind them, They actively participated in the September 1923

rebellion, and later on in the struggle agalnst fescism, as well.

During the 1877 war of liberation the flourishing craftsman
and merchant center of Stara Zsgora was plundered, destroyed, and
burned by the Turks. A large part of the Bulgarian population
was killed, After the liberation the city was built anew with
long straight streets which were located at right angles to one

anothers

Under cepitalism Stara Zagora failed to become a large in-
dustrial center, but some industries, including milling; the pro-
duction of canned vegetables, cigarettes, wine, copperas; the
manufacturing of beds, etc., did develop. Only the center of
the city was partially planned, while the outskirts of the city

continued to be covered with dust in summer and mud in vinter,

After 9 September the city begen to rapldly change its ape
pearanoe; The old industrial enterprises were nationalized, ex-
pended, and modernized. The city has large mills and oil extract-
ing factories, which service a large area. The mz_mufacture of
beds and other furniture inoreased, This has helped to improve
the ;:ultural and living conditions of the working people thx;ough-
out the Thracian lowlands, in the Rhodope Mountain region, and
alseyhere, ‘The production of canned vegetables, cigaretties, wine,
spirits, etc., increased. Metal processing was also greatly de-

veloped. Under the people's regime the production of agricultural

nachinery, 't'.oolu, and spare parts of machinery was underteken. The
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big sunny buildings of the new modern plant for rough processing
of cotton produced in the Stara Zagora plain has been built near
the city. This plant has been equipped with a modern hydraulic
press for baling the cotton.

The construction of the "Stara Zagora" VETs has been of
great importance to the development of the city's industry and
for the even further improvément of the living conditions of the
Stars Zegora people., It produces hydro-electricity with the
Tundzha River waters, which flow'through canals across the Sredna

Gora Mountains,

Stara Zagora is an important transportation center. It :i.s
a crossroads for the railrbad lines Plovdiv, Burgas, and Ruse
Podkova. The city is connected by highway with Chirpan, Dimitrove
grad, Maritsa Clty, Topolovgred, Nova Zagora, and Kazanluk. In
addition, there is a large airport near the city which provides

air-transportation facilities for the people of Stara Zagora.

The city is not only an important industrial and transportse
tion center; it is also of great importance as a cultural and ed-
ministrative center. Stara Z’agora is an okrug centsr, It is
famous for its vwell-qrganized state opera and theater, state
symphonic orchesira, ard art museum. It has a radio-broadcasting

station,

Under the people's regime the city is being continuously
improved, A iarge part'of the city has already b_een paved, Ths
park areas have been greatly lncreased. A large number of houses
and public buildings have been built, By the end of 1955 a large

modern aqueduct, the need for which-had long been felt, was
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completed. Earlier the city suffered from lack of water, How-
ever, thanks to the concern of the péople'a_ regime for the yliving
conditions of the populetion, 'the construction of the second
largest Bulgarian aciueduct, was undertaken in 1953. This aqueduct
is over 50 km long and supplies the city with water from the foote
hills of the Stara Planina Mountains, The aqueduct passes under
the Tundzha Riverbed, crosses the Sredna Gora Mountsins, and

only then reaches Stara Zagora, The great importance of this
aqueduct was stressed b& Comrade G. Chankov, who said at the
cpening of the aqueducts "For several scores of years the Stera
Zagora population wished for an adequate amount of good water for
its living and cultural needs., This justifiable dream of the
Stara Zagora citizens was not only well understood, but also im=
plemented by the Bulgariun Communist Party and the people's regime,
who have no other interests, no other dreams and desires, but those

of the tolling population.®

In the East Rhodope_Submountain Terrace

The view changes radically when the east Rhodope submountain
terrace is reached. The trafteler will then see extremely varied
écene!y". “The topography is Quité rugged to the south and southeast
with complicated branches of hills in the central and northwestern
part of the area. However, this land is covered with fertile
soils, a large j:mjt of which are the thick chernozem-pitch soils
so highly valued by the population. The east Rhodope submountain
terrace is famous for the many crops it raises, The wheat fields

" of this reglon seem endless, The fislds are covered with wheat,
rye, and barley, By thg end of June they glimmer under the rdzs of
~ the s{xn with a golden -yellowfgreen color, Light-oo;ored, large-stalked,
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they await the rich harvest, Here cooperative-owned land covers
huge areas; it goes up the hills and then goes down toward the
low river valleys. The corn and gunflower crops grow fast and
cover t_he dark cultivated land, thelr dark green leaves growing
very tall, In the low places along the river terraces one sees
the vegetable gardens in which tomatoes, peppers, onions, cu-
cumbers, potatoes, and other vegetables are grown. Wetermelons
also grow here. The production of vegetables and watermelons
helps satisfy the local needs, and enough is left for shipments
to Khaskovo, the Khaskovo minerai baths, and to the lead and
zino mines loocated nearby. The sugar beets grown here go to
Plovdiv,

The east Khodope submountain terrace algo grows other crops.
This is the land of 'white gold" — cotton, Tobacco is also
grown among the hills. Cotton was grown here even in the time of
the Turklish domination, but the area gevoted to cotton increased
considerably under socialism. The area planted with tobacco in
the entire submountain terrace covered 20% of the cultivated land
in 1953, and cotton production in the Khaskove okoliya amounts to
about 3,000,000 [;easure not specifie_dj . Cotton yields increase
yesr after yeer. Farmers in Voyvodovo village (Khéskovo okoliya)
have already hgrv;sted 313 kg of cotton per decare, while in the
Purvomay okoliya up to 350 kg per decare have been harvested. The
widest areas sown with gotton are the cooperative-owned fields in
Uzundzhovo village, Wherever one lqolés the view remains unchanged.
Only c'otf:on érows ﬁhere. The cotton area dominates all other crops.
With the opening in autumn of the green bolls which grow so ahum_lantly

on the stems of the cotton plant, a new cherm is given the dark green
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lond, Hore and more fluffy snow-white balls appear from each
open bolle The‘ plain becomes white. Then hundreds of cotton
pickers enter the cooperative-owned field, and tie first cotton=

picking combines start to work,

The areu devoted to cotton growing is larger than that de-
voted to tobacco. To the north it reaches the lowlands of the
Maritss River, and to the south 1t includes the largest part of

the terrace,

Tobacco covers the entire submountain aend hilly region-
outside of the cotton region., Its quality is-only average, not
as good as the Rhodope Moﬁntain tobacco, Tobacco covers 7% of
the over-all cultivated area, and only in the tobacco region does
the aree devoted to tobaccodse to 208, The average yield is 60
kg per decare, but up to 120 kg have been obtained,

In addition to the production of cotton and tobacco, in the
future the cultivation of new agricultural products will be
undertaken, e.g., viticulture and orchard growing. The vast
hilly regions, with their limey soil and good exposure to the

winds, have been planted with vineyuards which grow grapes for

dessert and for wine. In many places orchard trees grow among the

vineyards. The view of the Khaskovo vineyards is pafticulnrly
pleasant, These vineyards are located on the limey hill south of
the city., It looks like a strange sort of a rest park in which
grapes and frui% grow abundantly. The thick branches of many wale
nut trees can be seen among the vineyards, 'togethen with almondas,
spricot and cherry trees. The soil and climatic conditions in the

entire submountain terrace are very favorable for the growing of
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vineyards and orchards, In the forthcoming years the cultivation
of vineyuards and orchards will be well represented here along with

the cultivation of cotton and tobacco,

More and more varieties of crops are being grown in this
region. Highly productive livestock raising has been expanded
by the establishment of a solid fodder bass. In many TKZS fish
ponds have been stocked, and beehives have been built in the

submountain villages,

Here the most important problem is irrigation, But this
problem will soon be solved, The dam at Studen Kladenets vil-
lage on the Arda River will be completed by the end of the
second five-year plan, and some 10 Yyeers from now more dams will
be built on the Kharmanliyske River at Keramantsi and Trakiets
villages. The waters of other small rivers will also be
dammed, Alreedy the construction of small dems has been com-
pleted at Knizhovnik, Gorski Izvor, and Konush villeges. Keany
wells have been drilled, and pumping stations have been constructed
in Bolyarovo Voyvodovo, Uzundzhovo, Chernogorovo, Krum, Ivanovo,
Dolno Cherkovishte, and other villages, The area under irrigatidn

- at present covers 20,000 decares‘. After the new irrigational
works are completed, all of this region will have a sufficient
amount of wator; It will produce even more cotton, anise, tobacco,
grapes, and fruit, In the valleys the areas covered by vegetable
gardens and watermelon patches will be inoreased. Rice, as well

as strawberries, will be grown.

Khaskovo: meen from the heights north or south of the city,

Khaskovo looks like & E)ig settlement stretching over a vast sres
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on both sides of the Khaskovaka River. The narrow river valley
here can no longer contuin this expanded city. That is whby the

houses have spread high up the side of the hills, To the south

B

they huve crossed a low hill and have filled the small, narrow,

beb.utiful Akbunar valley, whers s splendid park has been built.
They have reached even higher slong the southern bordering height
directly under the level of the vineyards. The oity is also

R ) growing to the weat, along the highway to the Khaskovo mineral
baths, and even more to the eest toward the railroad station and
around the railrosd tracks to Kurdzbali. &s a matier of fact,
this entire area is already full of new houses, hospitals, and

industrial enterprises, Since the site on which the city is lo-

B
JAN

cated is quite hilly, the altitude differs in the various paris

)

of the city, ranging between 130 to 230 m, . -

P

R ey

¥haskovo begen growing particularly after Bulgarla's!libere=~

tion from the Turks, when the old commercial center of Tzundzhovo
declined. The growth of Khaskovo was helped mainly by its

central location in the vass ard fertile region of ths Khaskovo
submountain terraca, the Maritsa valley to the north, and the huge
area south toward the Rhodope Mountains. At thet time Dimdtrovgred
did not yet exist, while Kurdshall was Just a smell setvilsment.

The expansion of the city was alded by the “yeilew gold¥ —= the e
best quality Rhodope tobacco which was shipped from the Kheakovo
and Rhodope regions to be prooessed in t_he buge warshouses of
Khaskovoxz:l‘mfkigfs::oﬁgﬁzluab}e« industrial crops grow in the
Khaskovo reglon, i‘his fact also contributed o a greater or lesser
extent to the rapid developuent of this comparatively young city,
which was just a village duxing the Turklsh do&i;mtiona At first

"= 18/ -
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Khegkovo appeerad as a purely Turkish village near the river and
was called ‘Khaskyoy (from "Khas" —- land which was glven to the
poople related to the Sultan, and from "kyoy" -- villags)., Khadzhi
}I{alfa desoribed this city during the seventeenth century as being
owned by a pasha and housing a court and a marketing center for
the region. Gradually the Turkish soldiers moved from the plain
into a permanent settlement in this clty, Then 1lts external ap-
pearance began to change, and it became a small Orientsl city
with a well=planned central park, market, and beautiful houses,
However, its streeots remained narrow and twWisting -~ dirty, dusty,
and filthy -- and the odor of rot came from the river. The out=
gkirts of the clty were particularly pitiful. There small, poor
shacks xiastled in the rﬁidst of large courtyards and rich gardens
shaded by trees.

The Bulgarians begpz settling here when the olty began to
grow, Skillful craftamen came from the Rhodope Mountains, and
wealthy furmers came from the plain, and merchants also arrived.
In 1845 the Bulgarians opened a school here and built churches,
and in 1856 they started a culturel club., During the time of the
liberaticn the city already had 13,000 inhabitants., As the
Turkish population left the city the number of Bulgarians in-
creased, and in 1910 Khsskovo had a population of 15,067, Parti-
cu;arly large numbers of settlers came here after 1912 from Thrace
and Macedonia, In 1926{:£he population of Khaskovo was 26,256,
Priox %o 9 September 1944 the population remained almost stationary,
nambering 27,394. . In 1955 1t was over 30,000, Even today many
Turks, Gypsies, and people of other nationalities live in Khaskovo,

They enjoy full citizenship righte under the people's regime.
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The city owes its capltalist development nainly to its tobacco.
Even now in the midst of the houses cne can see huge tobacco ware-
houses in which the tobaces is processed. In the past this work
gave jobs to thousands who were mercilessly exploited by the rich
tobacco merchants, wholesalers, and owners of tixe warehouses, No-
where else in Bulgaria was exploitation so merciless, aruel, and
predatory, Working in the ‘poisonous atmosphere of the warehouses,
in moist and stinking air, the workers carried out their tobacco
manipulation work, Their lungs were burned by the bitter tobucco
dust, which caused them to fall 111 with tuberculosis; their eyes
hurt unbearably, Here thousands of the poorest people of the city
and of the villages were destined 4o bocome slowly poisoned, In~
cluded were many smaell children, Their young lungs were burned
day by day, and the tobacco dust finally sent them prematurely to
their graves. The tobacao tycoons siphoned out the last living
forces of children and women and of vhe hurriedly collected “tramps,®
as well as of the workers, who were Yot class conscious and orgenized,
However, the misery and exploitation created alsoc a resistance and a
decision to fight, Herolc strikes took place in Khaskovo, and under-
ground fighting was determinedly waged., Many vietims fell, Many
of the leaders of the heroic workers' class perished in the dark
solitarf cells of the Khaskovo prison and in the buildings of the
public "security" organs; Hiare many people were tortured and killed
and were shot »on the Khaskovo streets, or thrown out of windows,
Not only adults, but also youngsters, school pupils, and even ine
fa.;xts; Howev‘er, hundreds of new reserves appeared in their place
ready, as their predecessors, to die for the liberation of their
relatives and for their class, Today the walls of many buildings
axid‘ many streets carry commemorative inseriptions to the victims of
this crusl terrorism,
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The hourgeois became wealthy from the blood of the workers.
New warchouses were bullt, together with factories for silk and
cotton yarns, forges, mllls, and oil-extraction factories. When
the Rhodope railroed line was built it-facilitated the transporta-
tion of tobacco from the Rhodope Mountains, food from the plein,
and the industrisl production of the region.

Khaskovo changed, as well, The eity lost its Oriental look.
City sectors began to be differentlasted. There was a rich center
of the cits; which differ"ed sharply from the poor outskirts. New
offices wers built to facilitate the complex mechanism of running
the city.. '

ter the victory of 9 September 1944 radical changes took
place in Khaskovo, The workers becanme mesters of the factories
and tobuecco warehouges. Production activities were reorgenized;
local industry wos organized and developed., Construction com=-
nenced on a wide seale. The center of the eity wes renewed, and
the outskirts of the city improved. Streets were paved, bridges
and parks viere bullt, and more areas were planted with trees.
Modern houslng projects for the workers and excellent schools
were built,";,fixﬂms-ejedupb:bipnai,a_’x‘;fi.seconomic institutes, The
city now haes many v‘ariet‘i..es of new achools: general-sducational
schools, teachers' training schools, professionel schools,
evening technical schools, school institutes, & school for nurses,
and various schéolsfor the minorities, The People's Theater is
located in i;he éénter of the city facing the main atreet, It has
been reconstructed inside and out. One ém see from afar the big

new post office on the bouleverd by the river.
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4L water supply, with wells as the source, is béing built
to supply Khaskovo's needs., The city has a radio service with
loudspeakers. Many new shops, cooperatives, resteurents, and
canteens have been opened. & new hotel -~ the Republike —- was
constructed, The number of children's homes has inoreased;
clubs were opened; playgrounds and movie halls were built,
Clinics and hospitals were eatalbliahed. There is a cemetery,
an epidemiological center, and an antituberculosis dispensary.
The city hospital 1s particularly striking. It is a flve-story
building coverad with white marble and shines like crystal. Now

& new plant for the baking of bread has replaced the work of

dozens of bakeries and faciliiéntes the rapid supplying of bread

to the city.

Many booths have been bullt around th2 oity markeiplacs. In
them the TKZS regularly offers to the citizens various types of
fresh agricultural produce -- vegetables, fruit, watermelons,
grapes, milk, etc. A greenhouss hes been built for the raising
of early vegetables. A well-equipped livestock-breeding farm

and a machineetractor station are located near the city,

Many parks have been bullt in Khaskovo and its surroundings.
' One of them which is particulerly besutiful is the city public
garden, where the working people can gather on Sundays for relaxa=
tion and rest under the shade of the trees, A park has also re-
cently been built in the center of the city at ILiberty Square.
Many other public gardens have bt;en bullt in the various parks

of the city. In the neighborhood of the city and nerth of it‘;

there are asplendid locations for trips and for rest. One of the

R ST M
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favorite places of the Khaskovo people is the Kenana site, which
is & netural forest with green meadows and is very popular on

holideys, From Khaskovo hikers go on olimbing expeditions to the
Nechkovets (Aida) Peak, which is located nearby, or go along the

valley of the Arda River and into the eastern Rhodope Mountsins,

From Khaskovo a beautiful highway leads to the wast, toward
the Khaskovo nmineral baths. There are daily bus trips to the
bathas, Thers are abundant warm springs in the foothills of the
Golyamo Gradishte Peak in the Rhodope Mountuins. These springs
have greut curative properties. Here, particularly in autunmn,
meny people from the villages and the city come to use the mud-
buths and the werm sulfur water to relieve rheumstism, The baths
ure in new buildings, modern, well-equipped, and with all comforts.
4 splendid park with cottages end rest homes has been built here
for the working people. The waters of the bsaths also are used
in the growing of eurly vegetebles in big greenhouses. Tometoes
here ripen as early as January, The Khaskovo mineral baths are
being constently improved, and the mettlement around the baths
is expanding, These baths ere becoming more snd more important

to all the people in the nsighboring okoliyas.

In the heart of the cotton-growing regions Traveling along
the railroad line from Dimitrovgrad to Khaskovo, the trsin stops
about midway at a pretty smell railroad statlion, not far from
whioh is Uzundzhovo village. The village can zlso be reached by
foilord.ng g beautiful road from Xhaskovo to NovaNedézhéa on the

Maritsa River. This road turns off the main road at the point where

the Kharmanli Highway starts.
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Uzundzhovo is rarely visited except by those.who want to.
enter the heart of the cdtton-grouiing region, In the past, how~
ever, and particularly during the time of the Uzundzhovo Fair,
all roads which led to Uzundzhovo were £illed with men and o.arts.
But the past glory of Uzundghovo is returning again toéia.y, not
because of its fairs, ‘but because of its successes in agri-
culture, the good organization of its TK48, and 1ts gobton grow-
ing, tsccoz'ding to legend, Uzundzhovo was founded by Sinan Pasha,
¥ho, admiring this beautiful land, sent here from Konya 40
Turkish families. The Bulgarian population began settling in
this village later, by the end of the eighteenth century, ang
Worked as farm hands op servants of the Turkish farmers, In
ovder to immortalizs his deeds, the pasha bullt g splendid mosque,
& caravansary, a bath, and g minaret. He also started the big
amuel fair which later beoame fumous, Gradually the faip 20
quired great fame, It began to be viaiteq by people from all
Girners of the huge Ottoman Empire dnd also from other countries,
In the rirst half of the nineteenth century it was the best fair
1n the Balkans ang Was internationally famous, This fame was
brought about by many conditions; the fertile plain, the central
location of the seﬁtlement,‘ and in general the then-existing .
feudal @conomy. The fair took Placs in September and continued’
for 50 days. Here came- thousands of people of varieqd baokgrounds —-
Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, Jews,) Russians, Romanians, Persians,
and Europeans from different countries, Goods arrived from Con~
Sstautinople sud Vienna, from Bucharest ‘and 'Brugge, from Marseilies
and Genoa, from Trieste und Venice, from Alexandria‘t and Napleg,
¥, Blanki deseribed in 1843 the long caravans of. ca’rts-whioh_ arrived
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at the fair harnessed to water buffaloes, horses, and camelse
The visitors usuully camped in the open. Only the commercial
firms had thelr established placaé ghere they merketed their
N ) producis. This was located east of the mosque and étrstched
up to the river. Here one could sell wheat and rice from
. ’ Thrace, wool from the Karnobat region, rough woolen meterial
and cloth woven in Balkan citles, cotton and siik fabrics,
Bulgarian and foreign rugs, foreign groceries, iron goods, ¢
ropes, and various other objects. However, after the Baron
Hirsh railroad was built along the velley of the Maritse the
patterns of commerce changed, and the fair bsgan to decline.
Neverthelees, it continued almost uatil the 1liberation of Bul-
. garia, und the last fuir was held in 1876. The glory of
Uzundzhovo of thut time was lost forever, Only for a limited

tims did the memories of the city remuin alive, reflected in the

songs which were sung of this city. after the liberstion the
‘ ’ parks left the villege, aud ite population decreaseds At

# : Uzundzhovo's expenss Khaskovo begun to grov rapidly. Todey
Uzundzhovo is still one of the large villages in the Khaskovo

okoliya and numbers over 2,400 in population.

The large old mosque which has been turned into & church

b
sti11 stands in the plain near the village and is & mute witness iflz?
of the past and present history of the village. The rich land —-E
iz no longer geratched by wooden plows. The vast lands are now »
being plowed by tractors, combines collec;t the rich wheat har- “‘\*
vesb, and the most modern agricuitm‘al machinery has been brought ’%

hare for the cultivation of cotton, Pumps, deep walls, and small A

waber reservolirs help irrigate vast aroas of la_nd. The cooperative
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ferm has a membership of 70% of the local popuiation. The Uzundzhovo
TKZS is one of the best organized in the country, Here meny of the P
young sgricultural students come to lsarn through practice, The

- past glory of the former feudsl villnge is coming back to it becsuse

of its cotton work under the perlod of reconstruction of socialism.

One of the largest small dams in Pulgaria: Knizhovnil v2llage
is located about 15 km to the soutkeags of Khaskovo, It can also
be reached by train on the railroad lire from Khaskovo to Kurdzhali,
The topography around the villege 1s varied, and ths scil is fertile,
The helghts are covered mostly with forest and pastureland, and the
& valleys of the Knizhovuishka and Karsmundere Rivers, which ixnelwde
the richest land in the vieinlty, are wovered with fields wng garn
dens. The fertility of this regloa would have been much greater
had there been an adequate amount of wakar, In wlater asd spring
water is plentiful, but in summer when the soil ?- thiraty for

moloture water is scarce and is quite insuffiecisn® 4o 4drrigste

even the vegetable gardens, Occagionally, in ths case of abundant
precipitation or rapid melting of the snow, the Karamandere River
. fills with a huge mass of water which rapidly collects from the wide
- - senimountain Rhodope region, which includes Mandra, Golema‘ntsi, and
. Kozlets villugea. Then the riv;sr beormes dangerous and threatening,
It has caused serious losses to the pepulaticr, not only in tis
i . area of Knizhovnik village, but swen Mther down at Malevo vil-
- lage, where 1t flows into the Kharmanliyska River, The flooding
of this c'apriciozis river has sad memcvies which have already turned
into legends. More than once this wsier hes carried ;zway the
j . golden wheat sheaves, dezlpoyed the blossoming cotton, covered with
. 8ilt the fields of waf\_ae:mﬁuna and Gobagso und sunflower, and desiroyed
2 ) the vegetable gardens. Thun e ;meoveri.ahed people's laments —- the
despair and the curses for the Lourgacds regime .—- could he heard all

over the plallln. - 192 - \
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L . tow, under socialism, the memories remsin; but they will

| bespeak the f£ight of the working people against this atubborn
river, of the victory of the people over the rivar, of the aﬁxin—
deney of agricultural production, and of the new life which

must coms with the construction of the Knizhovnik Dam.

The entire dam is of earth. This dum vas scheduled o be
completed in the summer of 1955, However, in Jahuary oft that
year s stormy rlood of the river filled the basin of the dam
with water, which pierced the lowest part of ths unfinished dane
The uncontrolled river in a short while not only destroyed the
wall of the dem which had not yet been completed, but elso
entirely destroyed the solid right bank of the river. More ef-
fort and labor were aguin devoted %o this project. Thousands
- of cubie motors of sarth were dug snd transported. lundreds of
people with coarts and two Soviet scropers dug and transported

night and day hundreds of cubic meters of earth.

Now the wall is entirely completed. It $s 220 m long. It
1s 60 m wide at the foundation, and 5 m wide at the top. It is
11 m high, The safety csnal has ‘already been com_pleted‘. The
danger of destruction of the wall in the case of a new flood has
been removed, The safety canal ls 35 m wide, as wide as & normal
river bed, It is bordersd with concrete and stone blocks aor -1
e stretch 20 m long. A safety wall, 80 m long and 2,75 m high, has
] glso beer.{ erected. The safety canal has been dug into s0lid .earth,
- and 1t wﬁ.li take care & the exces.;a water which may sccumulate behind o N

the dam. . ’ : ' o
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The lake created by the dam is alrsady being f£illed with
water and is graduslly becoming bigger and bigger. Meadows,
£ields, snd trees are belng covered with water. When the full
amount of water enters the lake, its area will cover 660 deceres,
and 1 will contain 2,200,000 = of water. This water will help
irrigate an srea of 7,500 decares. This area will include all
the land which can be irrigated in the Knizhovnik village area,
the aren which ls not yot irrigated in Malevo village (outside
of the valley of the Kharmanliyska River), and part of the lends
of Zhulti Brysg village., The irrigation will be done hy the
gravitational method without the use of pumps. The water will
be releused through ths mein releasing canal which will be equip-
ped with solid gates to control the water. This canal is also
already completed. The main canal is completed, and the irriga-
tional network will be finished in 1956, The lunds destined for
irrigation will be irrigated as of the summer of 1956, From that

date the dam will begin regular operations.

The ¥nizhovnik cooperative farmers will derive snother
economic adventage from the dam. The lake formed by the dam has <
already been stocked with 10,000 l-year-old earps, &nd 120,000
other. small fishes, The income of the cooperative farmers from
the fish will smount annually to many thousands of leva. Farms
for waterfowl will be built near the shores of the Alake. The

lske will be stocked with 2,000 ducks,

The dam vill be of <great importance to ‘the nea.ﬂ;y villages
snd to Khaskovo as 2 place for rest and entertainment and as an

excellent site for trips and relaxation during the holidays. Its
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southeastern shore rises high above thégxmirror-like surface of
the loke, beautiful und charming, It is entirely covered by
vineyards with huge walnut shade trees, cherry trees, and other
orchard trees. Up around ths Sveti Iliya chapel the hills

are covered with dark green Porests or clover usnd meadow grasse
These shores will be made even more 5goli.cl in the future. They
will be covered with coniferous trees, acacius, and orchard
treos. Directly on the shore will be built an attractive
restaurant in the besutiful park, It will e a place for re-
laxation, pleasure, and rest. Summer raaorts‘and canps will
be built here. IHere children, students,' gnd hard-working co-

operative farmers will spend their holidayse

The Knizhovnik Dam is one of the largest projects in Bul-
J
garia, built almost entirely by thellsbor and funds of the

Farn Workera'- Cooperative in Knizhovnik village.
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/FIGURE GAPTIONS/ “

(A1l page numbers refer to pages of original)
21. Climate graphs. /Graphs refer to Pazardzhik, Plovidv,
Purvomay, Stara Zagora, Khaskovo, and Svilengrad, respsctively.
Figures on left refer to precipitation in mmj flgures on
right to temperature. lLegend to left of each ourve refers
%o mean annual precipitation; legend to right of each curve
%o mean annual temperature. Lettera beneath each individual
graph refer to respective months of the. year, January
through D:e_cemberj

25, levels of the Vuche, Topolnitsa, and Maritsé‘-'zfivers

during the year. [Figures to left refer to m3/aec_.7

27. View of the Maritsa River at Popovitsa viilage‘ (4senov- '

grad okoliya).
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railroad station,

Page 50, Vacuum installation at the canning combine in Pazardzhik,
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Page 182. A fishpond in the old bed of the Stryama River at Rushevo
Konare village.
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Appendix I, Morphohydrographic disgram of the Thracian lowlands.
[legend, from top to bottoms Boundery of Thracian lowlands;
scuthern border of Khaskove submountain lterrace H horizontalaj

Appendix II, Location of irrigational ‘systema. [f.egond, top to
bottom: Border of Thraclan lowlands s the Pazardzhik irriga~-
tion system; the Mardtsa (Plovdiv) irrigation system; the
Kharmanli irrigation system; the Stara Zagora ii‘rigétic;n Bjsten;_,_—/- .

Appendix I Map of railroad limes and prineipal’ iii;gllx;ralysﬁ"iz‘rfthé
Thracian lovlands. T
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