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Soviet Involvement in Africa :

I The USSR continues to act assertrvely in pursulng 1ts

polrtlcal, economlc and strateglc goals 1n sub—Saharan

Au‘nAfrlca.

- A

.Polltlcally, Moscow's goal is to 1ncrease 1ts own

1nfluence at the expense~of the . West and the PRC-‘c'

71 Moscow is the predomlnant forelgn 1nfluence 1n

" On the economic slde Moscow's success has been

Angola and Ethlopla., The Soviets are also 1nflu—

'_entlal in MOZamblque and several smaller countrles e

1n sub—Saharan Africa.

less remarkable. The Sovlet Unlon wants to

insure its access to any Afrlcan raw'materlals
it may need and pos;txon 1tself to deny or ,fi'u“
'restrlct Western access shonld Sovlet pclrcy

,makers decide thlS lS necessary

Strateglcally, Moscow wants access to port and
air fac1llt1es to support its Indlan Ocean fleet
and to facilitate monltorlng of Western naval
actlvlty in the Atlantic. "Moscow has secured
access to facilities in Ethiopia and Angola but

theSe'arecnot equal to those lost in Somalia
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and restrlcted in Guinea.

African countrles have presented many opportunltles

'to‘the Sovxets in recent years because of thelr p

'polltlcal instability, economic backwardness and

ﬁllngerlng resentment toward Western colonlal powers. -

“'fﬁfﬁand Mozamblque and GuineaﬁBLssau, or the Somall

-:*iA. Moscow had no hand in creatmng the xace 1ssue

Sa g"4

:3f{QinVa510n of Ethiopia. In each case, Moscow ?~g£§*71A
'"‘reacted decisively and always on the sxde en-””fnﬁ

-é;joylng broad support among the Afrlcan states.g .

~f:B.};;The Sov1ets have also capxtallzed on Cuba' s_;?‘74‘ |

v”w1111ngness to Lntervene 1n Afrlca and 1ts

t‘acceptablllty to Afr:cans as a "non~a119ned,..}ff;tsii"i:“f

- _Thlrd Wbrld state.

| C" MQSCOW has uSEd ltS ablllty ana. Wlllmgness 'tQ ' P

’7fisupply 1arge amounts .0f mxlxtary eqﬂlpmsnt t°

”ffiga;n.access to Bfrican countries. The suPPlY

4"’fcapab111t1es it demonstrated in Ethlopla and
Angola has 1mpressed Afrlcan states and ralsed
questions about” the West's Wlll to re31st Sovlet :’
advances. | '

While Moscow is moving on & hrcad front in sub—Saharan

:1A£rica;,Sov1et attentlon is focused prxmarxly on Angola,‘

2

A. roved o : A v -
. pp . vF(_)r Release ZOQyEﬂﬁq: CIA-RDP 1BOO401R002100070030-2 A

.thn Africa, the fall of the Portuguese governmentfl?{ffﬁ'*"'

;*‘that brought about their departure from Angola'l gj;”_“:
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Ethiopia and Rhodesia.

A. In Angola, Moscow and Havana are concerhed about
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their inability to halt the UNITA insurgency.

UNITA is not able to bring down the Neto govern-—

LAl nls DA et ot

‘ment, but it is highly disruptive, aggravates
' the economic problems confronting Neto and his

foreignusupporters andvisetaking an increaeing S

KA 5 )

—

'5~_toll among the Cubans.

i ien

:]ﬁ;fu Moscow's lnterventlon in the Ethlopla—Somall :f
'{uﬁljconfllct over the Ogaden was sudden and suc—.i>
'cessful. Nonetheless, nsurgency contlnues lnA:;J
‘ the Ogaden and -the Eritrean 1nsurgency remalns.'

'. a.serious problem and a source of contentlon o

Y wrarmpar

' betweenAMoscow and Addis Ababa. Moscow presentlyf B

A

favorS'e negotiated settlement but Menglstu wants:
a mllltary solution.

el Moscow remains the major forelgn backer of Ehe}f>i;"'

e h Al et g way dadegans e Yunbn'

Patrlotlc Front whlch conducts the 1nsurgency

agalnst the Rhodesian 1nterlm government-J Mbscow:l
. ha's to date carefully followed the lead of the

PFRand the Frontline states (Angola, Botswana,i .

Mozambique, Tanzania, and Za@bia) in»deeling‘

with the Rhodesian problem but has spoken eut‘

against the UK-US settlement plan.

1. Despite Soviet and Cuban efforts in training
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and supplying 7zAPU--the PF faction Moscow-
is closest to-—-ZAPU forces are no match
for the Rhodesian security forces-

2. Moscow 1is concerned about this and is taklng :
- steps to try to improve:ZAPU's military

- capabilities. /”

',ﬁ3; 'Moscow is 1ncrea51ngly concerned about the
l'depth of Zambian Pres;dent Kaunda s com—’
‘mitment to ZAPU and the PF. Moscow‘s |
‘ concern stems from Zambia's serlous economlc
A problems, Kaunda's reluctance to allOW'more
_1Sov1ets and Cubans to work w1th ZAPU and
[:::::]trlp to London and Washlngton,-

ILLEGI ... )
B R --;;;ana his continued good relatlons Wlth the.n'

. pre. M%ww& oo PP S P W
IV. The Sovrets are confronted w1th problems 1n Afrlca as ;f
: a result of their grow1ng presence and 1nfluence on |
the contlnent. |
A. Most African states continue to distrust'Soviet

-
i

motives. This is true even in Angolaf )
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Afrlean eeetes.also complain about poor §oviet_e
._performance in the economlc development.fie¥d
_and the low level of soviet economic aid. |
'Tn arxeas where there is a 1arge Sov1et presence,

B ch as Angola and to a 1esser extent Ethlopla,
. <su

r'-'

1:,m:.t the extent of Sov:.et mfluence.ff,:”?’:}.-'-v B

.
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".frictlon has develaped between,the Sov1ets L

’ﬂjthe 1ocal populatlon- _"7-"nj'3”‘”?* T

‘term L L
';African nat;onallsm.may,}over the long A




