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- emp crisis over who'is to-succeed, Leonid Brezhnev asthe:
:.bovxet Corn:m.mst Party chmrman Brezhnev s’ clearly»
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* Why did the Russians in Moscow take-a Series of steps |

‘-Lhat were bound to ruffle the feelings of the American
peopie right before U.S. Secretary of “State Cyrus Vance
and Soviet Foreign- Minister Andrei Gromyko met in Ge-
neva for a new round of arms-limitation talks? :

Just iast month, for instance..the Russians arrested on

u"xped up charges F. Jay Crawford. Mascow representa- i
ve of lntemauona] Harvester, a company that has sold .
me Russians SoOO mxlhon of much needed farming equxp-v :

rnenL

'I‘lmea and the Baltimore Sun, were arraxoned on unprece-
~dented charges of slander. =

“Finally, in the past few days, Anatoly Shcharansky and\

“Alexander Ginzburg, leaders of the Jewish dissident move-!

- ment, were tried and sentenced on charoes rangma fmm

ti'ea:on to subversion. ™ .

. The Russians could not have de\nsed actxons more clear- :

. !-v calculated o outrage key opinion-makers in the United

States:+business.: Lhe press,.the Jewish. community.and ! |
-weven President Carter, who.had. personally denied: the!

.-chief charge against ‘Shcharansky—that he was a C IA
.-spy. Whay did they. behave this way?

The answers to-questions about Soviet benawor can be”.
qmple--or bammoly complex. T}ns ume they appear to be

doth. "

;= To suggest a sunple answer ﬁrst, conmder th sgn.angn- -

aJ al derection to the United States four montas ago of Arka
-.dy N. Shevchenko, highest- rankmc' Soviet employe of tne
United Nations and a man with: extensive knowledge of
.-Soviet spying operations in the West. Silence now enve-
,-foos this incident. But in the words of a former U.S. diplo-
maL.the Russians: have . lately become.more -and more
sireckless” in:their use of the U.N. Secretariat as apg
esmonave outpost. By now. Shevchenko in his. mysterious
» JLINg place musL have named dozens.of U.N. emplo /es |

~ihe rest.of Us do not--that it is'in. imminent need of fake
-“spies” and other hos.ages in Russxa whom n. can Lrade t’o

1Ls own real spiesin the E QAT g erione

ut_the recent Soviet behavior has more complex mo-
-tives as well—a fact. well known to the specxahst:. but not
- 1o the pubhc-—F‘or one thing, Russia is already in a leader-.

~ His phvacal‘ debxhty has led lo hlS polmcal unpotence
".xs views 1io longer carry the weight they once'did. As:the' i
Folitburo member who had superv1sed the Soviet arrned !
forces, Brezhnev is believed to-have been especially senst- |

tive to the dangers of nuclear war and to have been eager’,
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- And threeweeks aoo Crax° W}mnev and Harold P1per
‘Io~cow corre~*nondem.s of - t.he _ prestigious. New York l

to sign an arms agreement before leaving oifice. Today, !
however control seems to have slipped out of his nhands
and into the hands of more conservative Party leaders
backed by the secret poljce. These groups oppose any eas- :
ing of relations with the West because they would inevi-

»lably lead to an easing of pohucal controls at nome 'I‘o ‘

them, the SALT aareement isathreat. \

Any time of crisis such as the Soviet Union is in- now f
over succession is traditionally a time in which inexplica-
ble, even wild, events occur. It is atlime of danoer—-and of
opportumty——for the West. -

The final key to Soviet behavior may be the hardeat to
solve, President Carter has been it office only a year and.a-
half; but already the Russians hold him in contempt. They
have taken this oppottunity to show the world how they

_feel by scoffing at Carter’s human-rights campaign. Car-
-ter.at the outeet of his Premdency, spoke out boldly.in be-

half of human rights, above all in.the Soviet Union. The

"Russians; by sentencing physicist Yuri Orlov in May, to.12

“years for attempting to monitor Soviet. cbservance .of -the-

“Helsinki- human-rights accords. and by the sentencing of

szbur° and’ Shcharansky last week to eight.. and 13

: years, respecuvely have. shouted out as loudly as they
‘could precisely what they think of Jimmy Carter. - .
. Curiously. the last President thé Russians Lreated wnh,

-such scorn was John F. Rennedy. khennedy had barely

taken office when. in April, 1861, Cuban exiles backed bv
the C.LA altempted dto land at the Bay of Pigs. - - .
The Russians had no difficuity unders‘.anﬁfng I\ennedy s
desire w0 get rid of Castro. What they could not compre- .
hend was- why having Taunched ‘its .attempt.- the United,

*States, the most powerfui nation on earth, failed to shoot”
“jis' way.in and clean up. The poor opinion.they formed of ;

‘Keniedy was.réinforced a few weeks later when Kennedy
met with Khrushchev in Vienna and impressed the Soviet”

. Jeader as-a’ weak young man who was not prepared to be
Presidents¢l ¢ -

The Rucsmns showed Lheu' complete contempl of ken- z

-nedy during the summer of 1961..when at last they penmt- :
‘ted their German puppet, Walter’ Ulbricht, to erect a wall ;

‘dividing East and West Berlin. Then a few months after !
that they persuaded a refuctant Fidet Castro to aceept So- |
-viet missiles and launching sites in Cuba. In September of |
1962, while the Russians were serenely shxppmg missiles !

ta: Cuba “Pravda launched.a senes of verbal assaults. on
Kennedy that echo the Sovxet anacks on Carter today.- %7 |

. -But Kennedy had a chance to recoup. In October 1§6”
before the Russians were ready. American U-2 a.n-crafti

“discovered the missile emplacements in Cuba: And, inthe

Grisis that ensued. Kennedy outfaced Khrushchev and’ at
last.compelled his respect. So doing. he helped to creaté'a”’

-~ -.'4:‘-_.9

'
'

-climate.in-which. American Presxdems have been able, af- :
“ter a.fashion. 1o do busmes= with Soviet’ leaders—unul me
: advent of Jimmy Carter. VR o S e
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*.# When confronted; as they are in Carter. with-what they"
(’ "perceive to.be weakness. the Russians are apt 1o be Lempt— i
. -ed into foreign advemure,BuL this was more,often the case’
under Khrushchev.' a gambler and“a" ‘compulsive risk-"
taker, than it has been under his moré cautious SUCCESSOrS: .|
-Soit'is not/likelythat Carter will be handed.an opportumt\' :
-10°prove- his mettle to:the Russians in.a single. spine- urL- ;
-gling moment of truthysuch as Kennedy faced in 1962. .~ ;

Yet short of some such dramatic face-dovm itis dxffxcult

‘tosee how Presxdent Carter is gomg 0 wrect the Russums }
respect. -

S Lme L.

', T Prscilla Johnson MeMillan, an ussociote at the Russian
'Résearch Center at Hervard cnd.author of the bzogmph;
“Manna and Lee” lned in Russia while a correspondent. .

. Approved For Release 2004/05/21 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000600070011-7




Approved For Release 2004/05/21 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000600070011-7

BEST COPY

AVAILABLE

Tore 0980R000600070011-7




