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INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Flying Unidentified Objects (Flying Saucers)
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1. Attached is a proposed letter to Secretary Lovett)from the
DCI recommending the initiation of fundamental scientific research
with respect to the nature and causes of unidentified flying objects
(Flying Saucers).

2. Yhile it is recognized that the implications of Flying Saucers
are ol primery concern to the Defense Department in carrying out its
responsibility to defend the United States, it is also believed that
intelligence must request of appropriate authority such assistance as
it needs to carry out its responsibility. It is believed that the scientific
research required and the intelligence research contingent thereon can be
most Truitlful if they go hand in hand.

3. Recommendations:

a. That the JAC concur in the proposed letter to the Secretary
of Defense.

b. That the IAC request the Vatch Committee to give close
attention to indications vhich may reflect Russian actions are
being taken with respect to or on the basis of cognizance of Flying
Saucers or with respect to the state of United States puwlic opinion

in respect of Flying Saucers.

Approved For Release 2001/04I§;CCI§STRDP81 R00560R000100020012-7

Crturity 1oforrmatinn




Approved For R‘se 2001/04/02 : CHA-REE81 R0‘0R000100020012 -7

Sseurity Infor
matisy
DRATT LETTER

LELORATDUM T'OR: Secretary of Delense tww“-'e“"a(\ e NS g

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Objects (Flying Saucers)

1. The TAC has reviewed the current situation concerning
unidentified Tlying objects which have caused extensive speculation

in the press and have been the subject of concern to Governuent

-

organizations. The Air Force, within the limitations of manpover
which could be devoted to the sub ect, has thus far carried the full
responsibility for investigating and analyzing individual reports of
sightings. Since 2247, approxinately 1500 0lf1c1a1 reports of sightings
have been received and, of these about 20% are as yet unexplalined.

2. It isc my view and that of the IAC that this situation has
nossible implications for our national security with respect to the
vulnerability of the U.S. to air attack. Intelligence, however, cannot
discharge its responsibilities with regard to estimating the capabilities
of an ememy to create and use such phenomena against the U.S. unless
we Tirst determine through scientific research vhether or not such
phenomena can in fact be generated and controlled by humsns.

3. It is therefore recommended, that the Department of Defense
[Ee*é«ree%eé~%é] undertake an expanded scilentific research program to
reveal the nature of the various phenomena which are causing these sightings
and means by which these phenomena may be identified immediately. It is also
recormended that in such a project there be close cooperation between those
conducting the research and scientific and technical intelligence research.

The IAC agencies are prepared to do their part in such a project.
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0cT 2 1952
MEMORANDUM TO: Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH Deputy Director (Intelligence)
FROM: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific
Intelligence

SUBJECT: Flying Saucers

1., PROBLEM--To determine: (&) Whether or not there are national
security implications in the problem of "unidentified
flying objects®; (b) whether or not adequate study and
research is currently being directed to this problem
in its relation to such national security implications;
and (c¢) what further investigation and research should
be instituted, by whom, and under what aegis.

2., FACTS AND DISCUSSION--0SI has investigated the work currently

being performed on "flying saucers® and found that the
Air Technical Intelligence Center, DI, USAF, Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, is the only group devoting
appreciable effort and study to this subject, that ATIC
is concentrating on a case-by-case explanation of each
report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over-
all basis. The current problem is discussed in detail
in TAB A.

3. CONCLUSIONS--¥Flying saucers" pose two elements of danger
which have national security implications. The first
involves mass psychological considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States
to air attack. Both factors are amplified in TAB A.

i, ACTION RECOMMENDED--(a) That the Director of Central Intel-
ligence advise the National Security Council of the
implications of the "flying saucer® problem and request
that research be initiated. TAB B is a draft memo-
randum to the NSC, for the DCI's signature. (b) That
the DCI discuss this subject with the Psychological
Strategy Board. A memorandum to the Director,
Psychological Strategy Board, is attached for sig-
nature as TAB C. (c) That CIA, with the cooperation
of PSB and other interested departments and agencies,
develop and recommend for adoption by the NSC a
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policy of public information which will minmimize concern
and possible panic resulting from the numerous sightings
of unidentified objects.

- W

Assistant Director
Scientific Intelligence

ANNEXES:
TAB A--Memorandum to DCI, through DDI, Subject: Flying
Saucers.
TAB B--Letter to National Security Council with enclosure.
TAB C--Memo to Director, Psychological Strategy Board with
enclosure.

CONCURRENCES:

Date:

LOFTUS E. BECKER
Deputy Director/Intelligence

ACTICN BY APPROVING AUTHORITY:

Date:

Approved (disapproved):

WALTER B, SMITH
Director
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SEP 24 1952

MEMORANDUM FCR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence)

SUBJECT ¢ Flying Saucers

1., Recently an inquiry was conducted by the Office of Scientific
Intelligence to determine whether there are national security implications
in the problem of ™midentified flying objects," i,e., flying saucers;
whether adequate study and résearch is currently being directed to
this problem in its relation to such national security implications;
and what further investigation and research should be instituted,
by whom, and under what aegis.

2, It was found that the only unit of Government currently
studying the problem is the Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, which
has charged the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with
responsibility for investigating the reports of sightings. At ATIC
there is a group of three officers and two secretaries to which come,
through official channels, all reports of sightings, This group
conducts investigation of the reports, consulting as required with
other Air Force and civilian technical personnel, A world-wide
reporting system has been instituted and major Air Force Bases have
been ordered to make interceptions of unidentified flying objects.
The research is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to
provide a satisfactory explanation of each individual sighting.

ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Battelle Memorial Institute
for the latter to establish a machine indexing system for official
reports of sightings,

3. Since 1947, ATIC has received approximately 1500 official
reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of letters, phone calls,
and press reports, During July 1952 alone, official reports totaled 250,
Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries 20 percent as unexplained and
of those received from January through July 1952 it carries 28 percent

unexplained,

4., In its inguiry into this problem, a team from CIA's Office
of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air
Force Special Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge
of the Air Force Project at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base; reviewed
a considerable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet
press and broadcast indices; and conferred with three CIA consultants,
who have broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned,
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5, It was found that the ATIC study is probably valid if the
purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation. However, that
study does not solve the more fundamental aspects of the problen,
These aspects are to determine definitely the mature of the various
phenomena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means
by which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, may
be identified immediately, The CIA consultants stated that these
solutions would probably be found on the margins or just beyond the
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric,
ionospheric, and extraterrestrial phencmens, with the added possibility
that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also
be a factor, They recammended that a study group be formed to perform
three functions:

a, analyze and systematize the factors which constitute
the fundamental problem;

b, determine the fields of fundamental science which
must be investigated in order to reach an understanding of
the phenomena involved; and

25X1A ¢, make recommendations for the initiation of appropriate
research,

such a grou 1A
25X1A Similarly, Project
Air Force's alr defense projec could be charge cme
25X1A of these responsibilities, 25X1A

6, The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger
which, in a situation of international tension, have national security
implications, These ares:

a, Psychological - With world-wide sightings reported, it
was found that, up to the time of the investigation,there had
been in the Soviet press no report or comment, even satirical,
on flying saucers, though Gromyko had made one humorous
mention of the subject. With a State~controlled press, this
could result only from an official policy decision. The
question, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightings:

(1) could be controlled,
(2) could be predicted, and

(3) could be used from a psychological warfare
point of view, either offensively or defensively,

Approved For Release 2001/04Iﬁa%EfDP81 R00560R000100020012-7




SEGREI

Approved For Rwse 2001/04/02 : CIA- RDP81R0‘0R000100020012 -7

The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both

in the United States press and in the pressure of ingquiry upon the
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population

is mentally conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible,

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass
hysteria and paniec,

b. Air Vulnerability - The United States Air Warning System
will undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screen-
ing and visual observation, The U.S.S.R. is credited with the
present capability of delivering an air attack against the
United States, yet at any given mement now, there may be
current a dogen official unidentified sightings plus many
unofficial ones. At any moment of attack, we are now in a
position where we cannot, on an instant basis, distinguish
hardware from phantom, and as tension mounts we will run the
increasing risk of false alerts and the even greater danger
of falsely identifying the real as phantom,

7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature

but each contains readily apparent intelligence factors.

8, From an operational point of view, three actions are

required:

are:

a, Immediate steps should be taken to improve identification
of both visual and electronic phantom so that, in the event of
an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy planes
or missiles can be made,

b, A study should be instituted to determine what, if any,
utilization could be made of these phenomena by United States
psychological warfare planners and what, if any, defenses should
be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them,

¢. In order to minimize risk of panic, a national policy
should be established as to what should be told the public
regarding the phenomena,

~.

9. Cchef intelligence problems which require determination

a. The present level of Soviet knowledge regarding
these phenomena,

b, Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to
utilize these phenomena to the detriment of United States
security interests,

Approved For Release 2001/04/02 :5:C1IA-RDP81R00560R000100020012-7

RET




- 2

= - - -~. Approved For Re.se 2001/04/02 §CIA-RI5P81 R0‘0R000100020012-7

¢. The reasons for silence in the Soviet press
regarding flying saucers,

10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis
fram that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required
to meet the specific needs of both operations and intelligence.
Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection
and analysis can be discharged with maximum effectiveness only after
much more is known regarding the exact nature of these phenocmena,

11, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it
should be brought to the attention of the National Security Council
in order that a cammunity-wide coordinated effort towards its solution

may be initiated.

Asgistant Director
Scientific Intelligence

SEGBET
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MINGBRIDUN FORs  Director of Centyal Intclligence

THIY ¢ Deputy Director (Intelligence)
BdbdlY t Flying Ssusers
»
-- le PROBLEM
1o determing:

2. Whether ihere are naticsmi security dmplications in tze protiem
of "unidentified flying cbjeets® 1.¢. flying seucers}

b, Whether adequate study and ressarch is currently being dirested
to this problems in its relstion to such national security implications;
amnl

. €. What farther investigrtion asd research shouwld be instituted, i
by wham, and under what aspgis, ,

24 FACIT CERARING OF THE PRODLEM

&, 021 has investigated the werk currently being performed cn
flying saucers snd has found thats

(1) 3he omly unit of overmment currently studying the problem
is the Directorste ef Inteliigence, USAF, whieh hss charged the Air
Teohnical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with responsibility for ine
vestigeating the reperts of sightings.

(2) 2t ATIC there iz a smsll group consisting of = reserve
Captain, two _ieutensnts amd two sseretariss to which come all ree
perta of sightings through officiel channels, and which conducts
Anvestigstion of the renorts either itself or through consultetion
with other Air Force offivers or with eivilian technical conmaltanta,

(3) A worldewide reporting mystem has Leen institated and
major hir rores Lsses hove been ordered to make interceptions of
unidentified flying ebjects,

(L) The ressarch teing carried on is strictly on s cese basis
and appears to be designed solely to attenpt & sstisfactory exe
planetion of each imdividual sighting se 1% Gccurs.

(5) ATIC has cencluded an arrangement with Eattelle Memoriasl
Ingtitute for the laiter to estsblish a mechiine indexing syostem
far official reports of eightings,.

n vy,
~ SEGRET ~ A
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(6) Bince 1947, ATIC has received approximstely 1500 &.ﬂ
reports of sightings plus &n enormous volume of letters,

calls and press reports. (uring the month of July 1952 alome, of-
%g_a_gnwuwmzso. Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries
,',,a.nnﬁg%ﬁmwmmrm&mumwmw&
it carries 207 unexnlained.

3, DISCUTRION

8. USI entared into its inguiry fully sware that it wes coming
into a field slready charged with partisenship, one in which ebjecw
tivity hed been overridden by mwsrous sensationsl writers, and one
in which there asre pressures for extravagant explanstions as well as
for oversimplificstion. The 07! Team consulted with & representstive
of Adr Force Special Studies Groups discussed the problem with those
in cherge of the iir Force Project st wright field; reviewsd a con-
siderable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet press smd
trosdeast lndices; and conferred with three O°1 conswltants, ell lesders
in their scientific fields, who were chosen becsuss of their broad
knowledge of the technical aress concerned.

b (SI found that the ATIC study is probotly valid if the purpose
is limitad to & cese-ky-cose explanstion, However, the study makes no
altempt to solve the more fundsmentel sspect of the protlem whick is
to determine definitely the mture of the various phenomens which sre
causing thess sightings, or to discover mssas by which these csuses
and thedr vigusl or sleetronic effects mey be immedistely identified,
Car conpultent pensl steled that these solutions weuld probably be
found on the margins or just beyond the frontisys of our present
knowledge in the fislds of atmespieric, ionospheriec, amd extraterrestrial
phenomena, with the sdded posaibility that cur preosent dispersal of
mclesr waste products aigat also be a fsctor. They recomended that
& study group be fummed to perform ihree functionss

(1) imiyse end systemstize the fsctors of information whieh
form the fundaseatel problemp

{2} Deternine the fislds of fundivental solence which mst
o8 investigsted in order %o resch an urderstarding of the phee
nawene involvedj and

(3) Hake reccmmendstions for the initdation of appropriate
TOSGRICH «

25X1A
25x1A T h:s irdicated to 021 that such & group sould be conw

stituted Sinillarly, "roject JEbe iir Force
25X1A air defenss projec eould Le caarged with these responsibvilities,
25X1A SECTET 25X1A
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a4, The Il ins aruecsr situstion contsins twe elements ol danger
whien, iz & <ltu tisn of intermationsl tensiocn, have national security
fmplicatione, Thege ares

{1) ?W ; - With worldewide sightings reported, it
upa found tiet, up to the time of cur investisstion, there had
been in the Fussian press no repert or comment, even satirical,

on £lyin: ssucers, thoush fndre Oromyke had msde one humorous
mestion of the subject. With a Steteecontrolled press, tuls sould
vegull only Trom am officizl policy decimion. The guestion, there=~
fore, srises an to whether or agt these sighiings?

(a) Could be controlled,
(v} Could bWe predicted, snd

(e} "eudd be used fyom a pewychologicsl warfare point of
view either offensively er defensively.

ihe putdde concerm with the shensmens, waich is reflected inmtho
inited Ctetes presmz snd in pressure of ingniry upon the Air Force,
indicates that there 1s » fair oyeportion of our population wiiich
is mentslly ccxriitioned to the acveptence of ihe incredible. In
this fact Liep the potentisl for the touching=-off of muss hysteris
and panice

(2) iir Vulversbility = The United “tates Alr Warning System
will umioubledly alwsys depend upon a combdnstion of redsr screen-
ing snd visual observstion. We give iussis the pressnt capabllity
of delivering an air atteck agsinst us, yet &t any glven moment
now, thers mey be current & dosen of ficial unidentified eightings
plus many unofficisl. At eny moweat of stteck, we are now in s
position where we canmot, on en Anstant bssls, distinguish harde
were Trom phsntom, and as teneion mounts we will run the increaging
risk of felse alerts and the even greater danger of falsely identi-
£yingz the reel as phantom,

be Loth of these problems are primarily operaiional in mature but
each centaine readily apparent imtelligence fsoctors. From an opere~
tionsl point of visw,threc sctions are requireds

(1) Immediate steps should e iteken to improve ldentification
ef both visusl and electronic phantom ro that in the ovent of en
atteck, iostent and positive identificstiion of endmy plenes or
nissiles can be neade,

L Qe
-~ SEGEET
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(2) 4 stady should be institeted to determine what, if any,
wtilisation could be mede of these phenomens by United States
m&w warfare plenners, snd shat, if any, defenses should

be plenned in antisipation of W sttapts to utilise them.

{3} 4 netiomel policy should be established 28 to what should
e told lie pullic regarding the phenomens, in order to minimize
risk of psniec.

s Inwelligence probleme imslude:

(1) The present level of RBussisn knowledge regerding these
Frenamens o

(2) rossible Soviet intentiems &ui cepabilities to utilive
these phesomsna to the delriment of & seeurity intorests,

(3 ine ressons for silence in the “ovist Press regarding
fiying saucers.

de Intelligence responsibilities in this f1sld ss regerds both
collection and ansiysis can be discharged with maximum effectivencss
only after much more is known rezerding the exact mtmre of thess
Phenonsns

#+ ‘he problem transeends the level of imiividusl depnrtimentel
raspousibiiities; enxd is of such imporitence as to merit cognizance
&4 aciion Ly tue Hationel Seewrity Council.

f. Additicnal research, differing in cherscter and ermvhasis from
that presently being performed By Air Force, will bte reguired to mcet
the specific needs of both cperations and intelligence.

S RELOMMEAHDATIORE
it is recosmended taat:

ae ibe Lirecior of ventrai intelligence advise the 'mtionsl
Security Cuuncil of toe security lapllcatioms imherent in the flying
soucer probuen with e request that, under his statutory coordinn-
tiag sutbority, the Ddrectar of Central intsllirenece be empowerad to
initiste througn the appropriate sgencies, either within or without
the Covermwnut, the inmvestigstiion and research mecasgary o solve
g};ﬁ wt:‘.ﬁ.m of instent positivs identificetion ef "unidentified flying

o 1%

Lo Gliy, uwider its sasigned respenmdbilities, snd in cooparation
with the ‘sydiclogicsl Strategy sosrd, imwdiately investizate possi-
ble offensive or defensive utilisstion of the phenomens for neychologie
esl warfare purposes both for and sgeingt the United States, sdvising
those agencies cherged with U.2. interml security of any pertinent

SELIET
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finvdings sffecting thelir aress of yesponaltillty.

ge un ihe asis of those pracrmms ~f reaesreh, CIA develep and
revommend ior suoptien Uy the Reiional “ecurlty Touncil s polioy of
public inicrmeilen vhieh will minksize the risk of panie.

B. PROSHALL CHRADWEL.
hesistent Director
“rigntific Intellirence

. 4 25X1A

OSI_xbxzi (11 September 1952)

Orig. & L, - Addressee

1 - Ad/sI

1 = Daily Reading. -
G 1 = Subject - -
; 1 - Chrono

e
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22 August 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

SUBJECT ¢ USSR and Satellite Mention of Flying Saucers

1. A search of Foreign Documents Division files has so
far produced no factual evidence that subject has been mentioned
in the Soviet Satellite press within the past two years. It is
believed that a derisive comment was made in a Russian news-—
paper in 1948 on this subject but so far the article has not
been found.

STATSPEC 2. Fnas one broadcast on this subject, dated 10 June
1951, which-1s quoted below: ;

Summary - In what appears to be Moscow'!s first mention

' ‘ of Flying Saucers "Iistenerts Mailbag" answers ques-
‘tions on the subject to the effect that "The Chief of
Muclear Physics in the US Naval Research Bureau' ex-
plained them recently as used for stratospheric studies.
US Govermnment circles knew all along of the harmless
nature of these objects, but if they refrained from
denying "false reports, the purpose behind such tactics
was to fan war hysteria in the country."

3. A State Department cable recently received from Budapest
quotes the August 1lhth copy of Szabad Nep as follows:

"Plying Saucer stories are another American attempt
to fan war hysteria." Radar dedection of saucers
is quoted in the article and it comments on the
STATSPEC ridiculous aspects of the source of the mystery.
The article concludes that it is part of American
rulers propaganda to prove the Western countries 25X1A
are threatening.




SEC '
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25X1A The Air Force Stand on "Flying Saucers! -- as stated by
, IA, in a briefing on 22 August 1952

I. ThetAir force has primary responsibility for investigating "flying saucers".
The unit concerned with these investigations is a part of the air Technical
Intelligence Center at vayton, Ohio, and consists of three officers (a Captain
in charge) and two civilians. They receive reports of sightings, analyze and
attempt to explain them., A4 standard reporting form has been prepared which is
used on & world-wide basis. The Air Force Office of Special Investigations checks
into each sighting attempting to determine its authenticity and the reliability
of the observer,

II. (4) The air Jorce officially denies that "flying saucers" are:

(1) U.S.secret weapons : ,
(2) Soviet secret weapons
(3) Extra-terrestrial visitors

(B) It is believed that sll sightings of "flying saucers" are:

(1) Vell known objects such as balloons (over LCOU are released daily
in the U.S.), aircraft, meteors, clouds, etc. not recognized as
such by the observer.

(2) Phenomena of the atmosphere which are at present poorly under-
stood, e.g., refractions and reflections caused by temperature
inversions, ionization phenomena, ball lightning, etc.

III. Not a shred of evidence exists to substantiate the belief that "flying
saucers” are material objects not faulling into category IIB(1) above.

IV. A study of "flying saucer" sightings on a geographical busis showed them

to be more freguent in the vicinity of atomic energy installations (which is
explained by the greater security consciousness of persons in tiose areas). That
by-products of atomic Fission may in some way act catalytically to produce
UEdyin gosaveers has not been disproved, The greatest nimber of sightings has
been made at or near Daytoh, Ohio where the investiguations are going on,

V. Of the thousands of"flying saucers" sighted of which there are records, the
Air Force says that 78% have been explained by either IIB(1l) or IIB(Z2) above,
2% have been exposed as lpaxes and the remaining 20% have not been explained
primarily- because of the vague descriptions given by observers.

VI. The Air Force is mostly interested in the "saucer" problem because of its
psychological warfare implications. In reviewing publications designed for Soviet
consumption, there has not been a sirgle reference to "flying saucers", On the

otner hand, several "saucer" societies in the  United States have been investigated.
Key members ofsome of these Sweieties which have been instrumental in keeping the
"flying saucer" craze before the public have been exposed as being, of doubtful

loyalty. Furthermore the socieites, in some cases, are financed an unknown

source. The Air Force realizes that a public made jumpy by the "Flying saucer! !
scare would be & serious liability in the event of air attacks by an enemy. air
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defense could not operate effectively if the air Force were constantly called
- upon to intercept mirages which perspns had mistaken for enemy aircraft.

ARG
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S‘Eﬁ'ﬂﬁ: , 19 Zugust 1952
SLITG SAUCIRS

The purpose of 'L'hi.a breaantation is to report the findincs of

the 05T Study Group as 'bo tha inplicationa ol ﬁm Flying Saucer pa:'oblm¢

T will etart with a reewme of wm. we have done and a short hiswry of
25X1A 8.3 o -3

the subject —-wﬂl outline thc Aﬂ-’t‘ Foma effort -

will po inbo ﬁie eu:plazmtidm of aightin:;s -1 wj_.ll !Z’-Ve Jou our ,
conclusionse i | | B 25X1A

Our group r-viewed available intelligence, official reports, press
&nd maéazim coverage and the main pO:D'.x’l.ar books.v Indexes of the “Séﬁief
press were scanned, Wo apon@«a:véeg‘y' at “righ’ E‘i.él;d with the officers
conducting the Alr Force study, aﬁd finally \m took the problen to a
group of our omn congul tanise

The Saucer furore in ﬁﬂ.s; country started m June 1947 ‘wi'm a
report of nine discs flying in fonwbion past ?.hunt Rainler at an
estimated gpeed of 1000 miles por howrs This was followed imnediately
by a éqnﬁnuing and increasing flood of rcpom over the mgn’cha.

Therefore, in 1948, Air Torce initiated Project Saucer to study

rer
- SEERET ~ | . 520
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the phemnma and in December 15L9 mleaaed sections or 1t socret &

roort *bo me PrOnSe  ane oonclum.on was M the sightdnga Wd

from throe causess
l, Tiass hioteria
2. iallucination and hom;
Je isinterpretation of m aobjects
This satlsfied much of the public but not certain sengational
vriters, The resulting highly speculative books and magazine arﬁclg_, ~
combined with increasing reports of sigitings i:uilt. up such & resurgence
of public interost that Air Fores, carly in 1951, z-acqmed 1ts study,
institutod a worldwwide reportin syém, and alerted its bmlm
intepospt the unidentified dbjects, fenoral Samford gave their
interim conclusions in his remt pross conferences These were é#xat“ .
analygls of the cases showed “no pattern of anything consistent with any
nonace to the United vﬁtates" H ‘é:hat thg récem:- Tashington reporis wore
probably due to "temperature inversions®; and that the wnexplained

si~htings could met have resulted from any axperiments or toste oonducted

by the United States.

ApprovetoFarcRdrasbe2 0410302 Clé;RDP81R00560R000:I 00020012-7




Approved For Rebse 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP81R0B60R000100020012-7
| o Teswy Infero o i
mmamm this th.scu».on, 1; mu’!.d restate that on three of -

GM maln tYicories'in explanation of ‘b‘baﬁ pho"xane'mi, —- a2 US &mlamm}t,

Vi
w‘. g

g e dw::lo-ment, and space ahipé ‘-‘-» the evidenco eithpr of fact
or of lo:;;lé ‘ia 8o stronly aLainqL them that they ivaz'rant at w@m
no more than speoulative consideration, Iowever, it is imporiant that
thoro are many vho bolieve in then and will contimue o do o in spite
of any omoz.al pronouncenent whish may be mades This whole affedr
. has demonstrated that there is a fwdr proportion of our popxﬂ.atioh_";ﬂxich
!.t mentally conditioned to accoptance of tho incredible, Thus we arrive
av two dmg,er pointe which, in a situéi.ion of meom tenglon,
soc o have National Security tmplications,

Eamlier', vo montloned owr scarch of Swiat’pmas. ATIC made a
slomilar search, 7ith worlde-wide sightings reported, we héva found not
one report or comment, oven satrical, in the Russian pross. This could
result only from an official pouay decigion and of course ralsce the
question of phy and of whether or not these sightings could be used
from a pgychological warfare point of vi&w eiméé éffemively or defen-
sively. Alr Uorce is aware of this and had investipated @ nusber of the

Fare
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ion
Secur\ty \mu. sl

civilion groxpg Mt have s ‘w up to onqv the mibjecte OnE o the
Civilian Saucer Comiitbee 4n Califormia has substantlal funds, strongly
influoncas tho edim@ policy of a mmber of nensp@era and hag
leaders whose connccilons may be qzmatﬁ.;ﬁabh. &r Force 18 watob&.ng
this orpanmization becausc of ite power to ‘touch qfi‘ naso wgmamd
panic. Parhaps we, {rom an in&eil;i;mm point of viw;- phould watch for
any incication of Rp.ssian efforts to cmitalis; upon this prosant
forican credulity,
0f oven grcate;" monent 18 the seond d&ngm'.‘ Ouwr air wamirc
syston will undoutedly always depend upon & coubination of radar |
scanning and visual observation., Ve 'g!.w Ruasﬁ.a tha capabllity
of delivering an iay attack against us, yet ab @y given moment
now, theore may be current a dom official unidentified sightings plus
many unofficial, At the moment of attack, how will wa, on ixistmt
basis, diat‘nguish hardware Ifrom shantom? ;mﬁ .mmr, of course,

is that until far greatep
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Sem,,; y h Jrﬂﬁ,,vn

- leowledge 4s achleved of W couses back of tho sightines -Wutﬂe

sgtood nhenomena _has Ceserdbed w- we will run the in-

e R
e

25X1A eroasing x'ls&c of falsc alortas m the even ~reater danger of uab")m{Z the
real og f@&a - This is prlrnaril*y' an apcrational resoarcii provlem but
as long as it axlste 1t will have intelldpence implicabions beom of
its bearipg on air vulnerability,

Cne purpose in this survey has been to examino what is being done
and make some apcessment of ite v#idiw. The Alr orce study is valid,
On a case by case basis, the great bulk of ﬁim sightings have been and
will continmie t0 be cplained - but thé. limited case a-proach will never
s/lve tils sedond real probl@ — posi tive Ldentiflcation,

As to what should be dome, mz;)ropose to discuss the research problea
with the Qllosearch and Development Doard and to pa#a on to Adr Force an

of Loy - to agelst in a study of sae of the fundamentals. ‘e

sug jest that *ho psychologlcal possibilitics both for and against us

25X1A

“* ghould be investigated, From an mwmi;ence point of Vlew, 05T has
been and will continue watching Russian rosearch and dovelopment in the

scientific fields involved,
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DRAF? . 15 Auvgust 1952

In the next few minmutes, I intend to %oush briefly upen the official ‘
explanations of the great majority ef sightings of unidentified flying
objects (or UNO!s) and mention possible phamemens whish may ascount for
sone of the open cases.

Befors we elaborate upen the current sxplanations I would like yeu to
keep in mind certain‘ faots which are generally common So all reperts.

Tret, is the esrnestness of those making reports. These poobh are
certain that they have seen gomathing.

Secondly, objects sighted almest always are veporied to be against
the sky thereby providiang no point of refareace.

fhirdly, without a reference point, s valid estimetion of sise, speed,
distance of relative motion is wirtually {mpossible.

Finally, no debris or material svidense has sver been recoversd
following sn unexplained sighting.

In each case of reperted sightings exists the personsl element. This

88 the combined effeet of psychological amd physielegical factors whieh

S

A
~
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individually or together may have mtutw‘na {mportance in the accursey of
& person’s ranori. These factors generally esnnot be determined adequately.

The peychological fsotors are!

Hental conditioning dy mewspaper stories of sarlier reported sightings.

Individual emotional response with respeset to the unknown,

Destira for pudblicity resulting im “embroidsring” of facts or complete
fabrieation.

BEmotion of chase of intercepior pilote.

The major phntclugioa& faotors are!

Generel physieal condition of $he person at time of sighding;
conditions of Tatigus, anoxia. |

Existence and extent of sye strain immediately preceding guhﬂnc.

lasufficient night sdaptation,

Now let us $ake up the axplanations whieh have been used to scoount for
well over a thousand cases. Under the oategory oft "Misimterpretation of
1denti24adle objeats,® ATIC feels that the mont prevalent misinterpretations
have been: f£ree balooms, aireraft, astroncmical bodles, atmowpheris

- -

Wiked oy ~.
. . é

* TRt
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phenomens, instrument esrrors 2nd windblown objacts,

There are two typos of high altitude ballsons, radiosonde and the Bavy
Skyhook. They may reach altitudes as high as 20 miles., Altheugh both types
are traaked and rlotted for some Atetanse, thore generally is no scourate
esonfirmation of destruction. Consequently, because of the large musber
released datly by the weather sarvices and ressarch groups in the U.S., 1%
is possible that they might appear over almost any geographic loeation., The
longevity of the gos bags i3 not known but {e belleved to de possidly weeks.
Night-launched balloons carry » dright light to facilitate tracking. Hany
othere have vadar-rsflssting vanels.

25X1A

The Mantell ceazs, referred %o ‘b:r- hes besn explained as &
miainturpretaﬂeiz of a Navy Shkyhook belleon. This was in Jaumusry 1947,
There were thres interceptor airerafb. One, plloted by Caps, Thomas Mantell
radiced in that he was going to climdb to 20,000 feet in an attempt to ¢close
in., Bie rather wild rerort that the objeot was "Premendous® and his subesguent
erash are 1ald to the effects of snexis since his plane carried no oxyzen
equipment.

SELTE
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A gase under known con&i;ivﬁni oocurred some months ago at Wright Fleld
which 1lluotrates the facl that objeots at hizh altituden may dbe in shawp
11lumination oven one or two hours befors dawn or after. This case also
Points up Interesting psyghologiaa} Tagtors,

The time was near dusk. Captain Ruppelt was called out to witness a
sighting of three red lights 4n the sky. Zven through binoculars he sould
not determine thelr nature, An Pu94 intercentor climbed $o 43,000 feet, Ab
this altitude the pllot conld sse clearly thaﬁ the objects were a eluster of
three Skyhook balloons st11l well above hir, sailing an even dourse across
the sky. 3y this tims, telephone reports had started to oome in. The
objects wers described as vielently maneuvsrinz "ssucers® of various shapes
and colors. Even *looping™ mansuvers wers reported. The medical staff st
¥right Pleld, including the ssnior psycholozist, witnessed the sighting,

The next day this staff turned in a rveport stating that, despits the
officlal statement thet thess ocbjects were btalloocns, thay felt that this
was in errox and that the sighting must have been of seme other vnknown origin.

Probably the second most sommon misinterpretation is that of conventional

aireraft,

Jyie
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In the daytise, alreraft, particularly those that sre mpadnted, can
give oxtremsly brillfant reflections of sunlight. Au interesting case under
known sonditions is one which oocurred last ‘ym in Maryland.

A group of aireraft design engloasers went into the sountry to witness
tests of thelr own Jet airplane: The three test atreraft, with unpainted
wings and red fuselages, passed directly overhead. ALl enginesrs sgreed thab
4f they had not kuown what the objects were, and since tm sould not ohserve
the silver wings ageinst the sky, they would have reported ths red fuselages
as flamine trails and they would huve imeginad objects emitting them.

At nighttime the possidility for misinterpretation of sireraft inorenses.
Pirst, there are the dusk and dawn $1luminations already mentioned. Similarly,
misinterpretations bave besn made of running 1ights or reflestions of airoraft
in clouds, There are s mmber of reports of eylindrioal objests with square
tails or having lighted "portholes® which have been explained as distorted
imagan of conventional alvoyaft profiles on clouds of ice orystals,

Some time azo a yulsating bright yellow light was reported moving
through the sky near Plitedurgh, Pennsylvanin., For months this report was

relogated to the fumexplained® file. 4 few weeks ago in Washington & man

Approved For Release 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP81R0§5606R000100020012-7
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who was familiar with this report savw an anti-collisfon light installation
on & Capital Mrliﬁaa airplane, Thie nev unw device, a light mounted

on the noss of the airplane, oseillates back and forth laterally similar

%o those installed on some smbulances and police cars. A check with Oapital
Afrlines revealed that sa atyplane f£itsed with such n 1ight had “ehecked in*
vhile flying near Pittadurgh at the exsct time and plase of the reporting
sighting. |

Lot us tuen now to astronomioal vhencmens. JIn the daytime some planebs,
particularly Venus, can be sesn clearly as a bright white o’bs’oot. aven &%
high noon under certain senditions. At night, meteors of variocus varieties

| have been mistaken for maneuvering lighte, The lumingus moteor trail of
ionigzed gas has been ploked up Yy radar and at times misunderstood. This
fonized trall may remaln visible to the sye for as leng as one hour.

Eatural p!um:ﬁma in the Barth's atmosphers have saused many misinter-
pretations. High altitude "Jet streams® traveling at high velocities,
temperature inversions and econditions of tuydulent mixing of air of greatly
different temperatures and densities exist and are not eharted. They aceount

for eptical as well as radar aberrstiocns in a nunber of cmses, In one case
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of & ground radar sighting in Harylamd the pilet of an intercepter aireraft,

with his AX genr "locked on® s "blip", found himself on & steeply sloping
downvards course st low sltituds, Tuls ccourred three times indlosting

that the tarzet was on the ground and that the course of the rader beam had
boen distorted. It ahould be noted that rader anomalies both internal and
external in nature still exfst in disturbing numbers, The ability of a radar
observer to scourately determine the validity of *blipe" on his esope is
directly proportional to the length and brsadth of his asxperiense.

Cloud effects have affestsd the sscurasy of & mumber of sightings,
Repidly scudding clc;ﬁ&a lend an ayparent motion to a fixed dody., The moon
or & dright planet shing through 2 cloud hole st times does appesr as a
"Plaming objest.® Otheyr "exnlainable® misinterpretations which are known
to have scasunted for reports of sightings include a wide variety of
objeots. Windblown objeets is oma. Such an incident was reported by the
U.S, Consul 2t Merida, Yucatan, Mexleo. Here is his actual reporti

¥At sbout 2100 p.m. last Sunday, I observed & silvery, shining,
ddne-1iXke object floating in the clesyr, dlus sky almost direetly

”?-
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overhead, travelling in a norttmm.‘!;aﬂy .‘d.ufimuon. I Yellieved that the
object was a Tlying dise and was snbout to run $o the house and Tetéh
ny crmera when I noticed that the object was below the level of soue
vultures mancuvering at a great height, This ﬁravad to ne that the
diso»likal object was conesiderably éma‘.!.ler than a yulture. During the
courss of two hours I saw a total a? tﬁrae of these objects, all going
in the same direotion, but at times sppesying to dDe sutidnary. Lager
in the afterncon I faund oné of t,heu tdlsen on my front lawn. It
was & seed anglosed in s fluffy mads of silken fidber . . . . $ad 18
net been for the soaring birds snd my curlosity, I would undoudtedly
have revorted that I had seen several 'flying disest. « » « I am
enclosing the 'flying dise! which I captured...in my front yard.*
Another misinterpretation is that of sesrehlights on Mdﬁ which has
been the sause of eeversl reverts of sightinge: as in the recent ease
deterited by t;na Sacretary of Defenwe. Finally, thers 4¢ s caze which
occurred at Prenchmen's Flat, Nevada.
"Blipe" 4n formation were picked up on the radar scope. They were

-8 e
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Sty intermationt
revorted to be iraveliag at terrific speed st 30,000 feek., I¢ happened
that the reporting stasion had A searchlizht and 1t waa twrned oa in the
direction of the radnr sighting, It vas immedintely discovered that the
objeais ware Cansdian geese flying at 300 feet sltitude.

The sbove explanations aye helieved by ATIO o sccount for some 80% of
the aightings rcparﬁa&. They foel that the remaining 20§ night be redueidle
to 107 were 1t not for thess roasone!

Insufficient information reported.

Incorract 1nfomatinn.unwittingly or purpotely repoﬂed.-

Inrufficient or total lsck of subsequent investigation of detalls.

This atill lesves ATIO with a possidle 10% of sightings for whieh there
ig no avallable exylanation.

Gonsldaring that the remaining ceses might have been anused by 1ittls
understood natural vhenomena, the 0SI Panel conferred at length with three
of our consultants in Boston. These men are outstanding in the flelds of
gaophyslos, elsotronics and chemistwy. They emphasized to usq that there

-9 -

Approved For Release 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP81R00560R000100020012-7




/1') _{r m 50 »~. ’1

Approved For Re.se 2001/04(02 ,CTAbeP81R(‘60ROOO100020012 -7

ars many seientific frontiers which have as yet boen little sxplored or
sharted. In these areas occur phanomenz whieh may account for optical or
alectronie aberrablons as well as for thingn actually seen, They Listed
throe cotegoriest atmospherics, lonization, and extre-terrestrial phenomens.
They suzzested also that nrodusts of nuclear fission ndght have some effest
upon these,

In the fisld of atmospherics would bs the tompevature inversions
strassed by Ceneral Samford. This phenomenon axists but the sxact mschanies
of 2%3 naune, its nature and mamner of dissipation are not well undevstood.
Neither is its affeat upon sloctremagnetisc and light beams gumusing thelw
rafraction or reflection. I4ttle 4a known of alouds of tee cxystsals whiah
axist at altitudes to 50,000 feet, Studles of the winds and the physical
and chenical »ronarties of alr at very high altitudes have only regently
conmanced with the avallability of such agents at high altitude balloons
and resoayuh rookets.

The setond category was lonization. The Heaviside (or PE") layer of
ionization, the "¥* layer above it, and their relation to radio transmission

-10-
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were $hougng ten years age to be fairly well understood. Within the past
year, however, the whole soncept of the "F* layer has been ehanged. It
has been discovered that it splits semetimes into two layers of lonivatien
known as P-1 and F-2. Recent tests utilising these layers have shown it
possible to transmit as far as 1,000 miles using certain YEF frequencies.
This is totally opposed ﬁo the previous well accepted opinion that maximus
VEF transmission distance was limited to "line of sfght.”

Clouds of ige orystsls desoma luminous under certain conditions of
fonizstion. The feotors affeoting the way in which the elesotrostatic charge
on the earth is continuously rejuvensted by thunderstorm llgh§n1ng are
obsgura. Ball lightning, a luminous phenomenon which has been reported
for senturies, appears in various colers but its nature is not known.

S5t. Time's firs, corona dlscharge and Aurers Boreslis aye catalogued in &
variety of forms but thelr exmet nature is unimown, The movemen$ of vortices
of smoke varticles, slouds of moisturs and ice srystels will osuse emaﬁ
tn electrostatic potentisl and amy be affested by the earth's magnetic field.

-1l =

A B Bk«
LA TE P

Approved For Release 2001/94/02

ClA-RQﬁB{j R00560R000100020012-7




Approved For Rel’s V3 ?‘EETA-‘RDPMROw0R000100020012-7

?’b‘ﬁl informatiog

uatorisl tossed alof$ eeuld sprreciably sffect atmospheric phensmens.

For instance, the cosaie and gamss matural redistion which pours im daily
from outer space i3 many thousands of times ‘uaué than the radiation
produced by atomie bdomb dlasts.

This 1{et could be extended at length, Suffice to say, our {gnorance
of the nature and controlling fastors of all of the above is immeuse.
Effeats of intevection between these natural phenomens and redioactive
materiel in the air can only be asonjectured. The appearance of wmsual
optical or radar sightings osused by $hese rhenomena is possible, - Their
otourrence cannot be predictked,

Therc i some atrength to the hypothesiz that many of the unexplained
sightings of UFO's may be electromagnetic or electrostatis in character.
Pactoras sunporting this hypothesis arel

Absanve of sound, although aypmnﬁly moving rapidly &n the
atmosphere.
Phenomena Ars apparently affected by shock waves or slestromsgnetis

radiation of alroraft.

Reports of erratie operation of wvarious kinds of instrunents in
Approved For Release 2001/04/02 :"C“A-'RDP81§60560R000100020012-7
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the vioinity of sightings.

Sightings of UNFO's reported at los Alacos and Oalc Bidze, at & time

when the background yadiation couat had risen inexplicably.
gxplanations that night be tenable.

flere wo yun cut of even "blus yondep®

and, we still are left with nombers of incredible reports from orvedidle

observars.,
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