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STATINTL

28 Jenuary 1953

STATINTL  VIA AIR MAXL

Dear Rob:

Many toasunks for your letter of 20 January. A copy of the Panel
report, lists of personnel concerned snd evidence received are being
forvarded to you via another ehanulg-

The report is on its vay up ibe ludder with our socacurrence sad
conclusions snd reccmmendations. I do not believe that a rwmp Panel
meetling will be indicated next wesk. Hovever, we shall hope to see
you Friday sfterncon, 6 Februayy, to dring you up to date on offieial
action. Fred's memo has been dejayed in completion but will de :
available at that time. Aetion i Deing taken om the requests in

your talegram of 22 January.
And so, until next week.

[ e

Cordially yours,

Sigred:  H. Marshall Chaduwel

#

Distribution: v H. Marshall Chedwell
Admin/ST - 1 g0 e
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25X1A

Wywmwuwmmwmmmm
m&:{ vaidantified flying objects,” this letter will bLring
you up .

Last November, the sectiom of the Alr Technical Intelliigence Cemter
charged with iavestigation of reports of sightings presented a status
briefing st the Agenty. Based wpon the evidance presented, the subject
vas discussed at s Becenber mesting of the Intelligence Advisory Com-
mittee (CIA, Army, Bavy, Air Force, Joint Staff, State, AXC, snd FBI).
At that time it was recommended that CIA should assendle a panel of
highly qualified perscmnel t0 exsmime the problem and its ramifiestions.
Particular competency in the fields of physics, radar and astromomy wves
believed desireble.

Ve wvere fortunate tc cbtain the services of espetially qualified
men, I believe you will agree. Enclosed for your information are copiles
of the report subtmitted by the Panel snd related material. We comcur in
the conclusicns and recomsndations of the Panel, and are forwarding the
report to eppropriste suthorities. Since the problems related to this
sudbject appear to be opsrational yather than intelligsnce in nature, we
will bs concerned only indirectly in the future. However, if there are
any dsvelopments in which we believe you might be interested, we shall
Mmm mmm,mwwwmmtwmmmmm
of "flying ssucers” has besn cavefully restricted, in view of probable
misudsrstanding 1f it were publicly kncwm.

With best wishes,
Cordially yours,

Signied:  H plarshall Chadue !

K. Marshall Chadwell
Assistant Director

Eelosures:
1. Panel Rapert
2. List of Perecnnel 25X1A

3. Evidence presented

25X1A

Distribution:
with Enclosures - 1
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REFORT OF MEEPINGS OF SOIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL
ON UNIDETIFIED FLIIEG OBJESTS
CONVENED BY OFFICE OF SCIBWIFIC INPELLIGERCE, CIA
Jemueiry U o 18, 1953
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16 Petzuary 1953

- MECRANDUM FiRs Agolstant Direstor for Scicmtifio Intolligemse

s Ropord of Mestings of tho 0f7ice of Sciemtifie
Intoclligemse Scicmtifie Adviccery Psusl em
Unidontified Fiyimg Objecte, Jamuxy 1 ~ 18, 1953

| Tho purpsee of this wsmsrandum {8 So procends
8o A Wwicf history of the mestings of the 0/SI Advwisory Fanel
On Unidentified Piying Objsets (Part I),
Po An woffisilal supplezcnt to tho officisl Penel Report te
| AD/ST gotting forth comments ond suggesticns of the Pemel
Wetlbers whlch bey believed werc mspprepricte fer inclusior
in the formal repory {Ford II).
L Zr RYSTRY OF MRFRINGS

After comi&ez*aticé'@f the subjest of “unidentified Piying
@Bj@a‘ba_a,“ at the 4 December meebing of the Inteliigense Adviasey
Cemmition, tho follovwing nchion vas agrssds

8%The Direstor of Cantral Twbelligense wills

Qo Rallst the scrviees of selosted selemitists to
Toview and oppraiss the aveilable ew.’id;me’_in the
1ight of pertincat celewtifie ¢hotrlieSceoo”

Follewivg tho delsgation of thic cetion @ the Assistant
Direstor for Sslentifin Imbelligense and preliminary imvestigaliecn,

SEGCGRET
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&mL Advisory Fenel of selested mientista wvas agsembled, In

cooparation with tho Adr Teshnical Tatelligence Cembar, case
histories of roported sightings amd related material were
made available for their study cnd consideration, -

Present et the initial meoting (0930 Wednesday, 14 Jamuesy)

25X1A

25X1A 25X15

(W&E Division), and the writer. Fanel Membar,
‘wes aboent until Friday aftermociic

25X1A ere presemt thioughoud the sessions te familisrize themselves

with the subject, represent the substantive interest of their
Divisions, and assist im administrative support of the meetings.
(A 138t of persomnsl cencerncd with the meotings is given in

Tab A),

The AD/SI epemed the meeting, revieving CIA interest in the
gubject and action taken. This review imcluded the mention of
the 0/ST Study croup of August 1952 |GG 2>~
culminating in the triefing of the DCI, the ATIC November 21
triefing, 4 Desember IAC considerstion, visit to ATIC (Chedwell,
25X1A _ » and 0/SI eonscern over potential éangers
25X1A : to matiomal sscurity indirectly related to these sightings.

-smmemted these potemtisl dangers. Pellowing this
introduction, Dr. Chadwell turned the mesting over to
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| 25X1A

_aa Chairmen of the Fanel, _ommm'ated

1

the evidence available and requested consideration of apecif
reports and lotters be taken by cartain individuals present (Tab B).
For example, cage histories involving radar or radar and visual
sightings were salscted for -while reportas of Grean 25X1A
Féreball phenomena, nocturnal lights, and suggested programs of
25X1A  ynyestigation ware routed to ]l Forrowive these remarks,
the motion pictures of the sightings &% Tramonton, Utah (2 July 1952)
and Great Falls, Mortana (15 August 1950) wers shom. The mesting
adjourned at 1206.» ' |
WEDRESDAY AFTERNOON
The sesond moerr.ing of the Panel opensd at 1400, Lt.. R, S,
Feasham, USK, and Mr, Barry Woo of the USN fhiocto Interpretation ‘
labaratary, Anacostia, presemted the results of their analyses of
the £1Ims mentioned above, This analysis evokéd oonsiderable
discussion as elsboratod upon below, Besides Panel members and
CIA perscmnel, Capt. E. J. Ruppelt, Dr. J, Allen Hynek N
| - Capt. Harry B, Smith (2-a=2), and Dr. Stephan Poasony
‘were present, :

Following the Fhoto Interpretation lab presentation,

25X1A

25X1A

Mr. E. J. Ruppelt spoke for about 40 minutes on ATIC methods of
handling and evaluating reports of sightings and their efforts to
jmprove the quality of reports. The meeting was adjourned at 1715,
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JEPRSDAT_MEBNING
The third and fourth mestings of the Panel were held Thursday;

'HJmmgcmmmgatwwwithatwo-hmbreakfwhmchm

Beaides Panel msmbers and CIA persomnel, Mr., Ruppelt and Dr. Hymek
weare :preaa_nt for both sessions. In the morning, Mr., Ruppelt sone
tinned his- briofing on ATIC collection and ana]yaia proce?hrea.»
The Project STORK support at Battelle Memorial Institute, Columbus)
was described by Dr. Hynek. A mmber of case histories were dis<
cussed in detail and a motion picture film of seagulls was shoum,

A tuo hour break for lunch was taken at 1200,

ZHURSDAY_AFTERNOON

At 2400 hmn-a_g’avo a 4O0-mimte btriefing of

Froject IWINKLE, the investigatory project conducted by the Alr
Force Mateorological Research Center at Cambridge, Mass. In this
briefing he pointed out the many problems of setting up and manning
2fuhowr instrumentation watches of patrol camaras searching for
sightings of U.F.0.%u. , A
At 1615 Brig, Gen, William M, Garland joined the mecting with
AD/SI. General Carland expressed his support of the Fanolls
efforts and stated threo. personil opinionss
&, That greater use of Air Force inmtelligemss officers iam
the fleld (for follow-up investigation) appeared desirable,
but that they required thorough triefing.
SECRET
Security Information
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b, That vigorous effort should be made to deslassify as many
of the raports as possible,

6. That some imcreass in the ATIC sestion deveted to U.2.0.
analysis was indicated.

This mesting was sdjournsd at 1700,

The fiﬂ;h gesaion of the Panal convened a% 0500 with the samo
personnsl rresent as cmumerated for Thursday (with the exception
of Brig. Gem. Garland). |

Fram 0900 « 1000 thare was goncral discuseion and study of
reference material. Also, Dr. Hynek read a prepared papsr making
certain obsarvations and conolusions. At 1000 [ s=ve = 25X1A
teiefing on his fifteen months experience in Washington ez Project
Offise for U.Fo0.%s and his personal conglusions, Thers was
considerable discussion of individual casc histories of sightings
%o which ho referred. Following _ prosentation, a 25X1A
mbar of additional case histories were emamined and discussed

25X1A with [ :rrets ot Fymek. The moting adjourned
| a® 1200 for lunsheon.

This sepsion opsned at 1400, Besidos Fanel members and CIA

persomnel, Dr. Hynek was presemt. _ as Panel  25X1A

Msmber, was present at this mesting for the first time. Frogress
of the mestings was reviewcd by the Panel Chairman and tentative
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sonslusions reashed. A general discussion followsd and tentative
recommendations considered. It was agreed that the Chairman showld
draft a report of the Panel %o AD/SI that evaning for raview by the
Panel the next moyming. The mesting sdjourned at 1715,

SATURDAY MORNING
At 0945 the Chairmen opencd ths seventh session and sumitted
& rough draft of the Pamel Report to the members. This draft had
been reviewed and approved sarlier by - The next twe 25X1A
and oneahalf hours wers gonsumed in discussion and revision of the
draft, At 1100 the AD/SI joined the meeiing amd rapoirted that he
had shoun and discussed a copy of the initisl rough draft to
the Directer of Intelligence, USAF, whose reaction was faverable. At
- 1200 the meeting wae adjourned.

 SATURDAY AFTFRNOON
At 100 ths eighth and finmal mesting of the Fanel was openad.

Dimsim1 and revording of certain sentences of the Report occupied
the first hour., {A copy of the final report is appended as Tab C,)
This was followed by & review of work accomplished by the Panel
end restatament of individual Fanel Memberis opinions and suggestions
on details that wero felt inappropriate for inclusion in the formed
repofto Tt was agreed that the writer would insorporate theée
comments in an interral report to ths AD/SI, The materisl below
represonts this information.
BECAEY
Secwerity Tolormeidon
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The Panel Mambers vere impressed (as have boen others, inciud-
ing 0/SI W)- in the lack of sound data in the great majority
of case histarics; also, in the lack of speedy followsup dus primarily
to the modest size and limited facilities of the ATIC seetion eomgexned.
Among the case histories of eigaificant sightings discussed in detail
were the follwings

_ Bellefontaine, Ohio (1 August 1952); Tramonton, Utah (2 July 1952)3

Groat Falls, Montana (15 August 1950); Yesk, Montans (1 September

1952); Ua_a,hmgéon, D, C. area (19 July 1952); and Haneda A.F.B.,

Japan (5 August 1952), Port Huron, Michigan (29 July 1952); and

Presque Isle, Maine (10 Ootober 1952).

After review and discussion of these cases {and about 15 others,
in less detail), the Panel consluded that reasonable explanations
could be sugzested for most elghtings and ®by deduction and selentific
mothod it eoculd be induced (given additiopal data) that other cases
might be explained in a similar marmer® ., The Panel ppinted out that
because of the brevity of scma sightings (e.g. 2«3 seconds) and the
Inability of the witnesses to express themselves elesrly (semantica):
that conclusive explanations sould not bs expseted for every case
reported, Murthermore, it was considered that, normally, it would
be a great waste of effort to iry to solve most of the sightingas,
unless such ection would benefit a training and educatioml program
(Bee below), The writings of Charles Fort were referenced to show

SECRET?T
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that "strange things in the sky® had boen rocorded for humdreds ef
yoars. It appeared obvuicup that there woe mo aingle cxplamebica
for a majority of the things seen. The presence of rader ard astro-
nomieal spocialists on tho Papel proved of walus at onee inm thelw
eonfident recognition of phensmenn related to thelr fields, It uas
apparent, that opesialists in euch ndditienal fields oo payohology,
moteorology, asrgiyramics, crmitholegy and military air oparations
would cxtond tho ability of tho Fapel to r%@gniéa By nore ontde
gorles of littloo-kmovm phmwmo} |

The Famel cencluded uzenimounly thet there wes no evidecues of
a direct threat to motiomal sceurity in the objects sighted.
Instances of "Foo Fighters® were cited. Thess vers unaxpleinod
phenemena sighted by adrcrait pllote during World War II in both
European and Far East theaters of opsration vherein "balls of Iight®
would f£ly nsar or with the sirveraft and ronsuver repldly. %hey vere
believed to be elsscirostatie (slmllmr o . Flmfn firve) er clentpes
megnetile phencmena gp pasgibis- iight reflcotions from i@é. erystals
in tko afr, bub thelr cmoct eause of meture vas aever Gofimed, Bedl
 25X1A _md becn eoncerncd im the imveshigubion of
those phonomena, bub David T, Griggs {(Prefescer of Geoopliysies ot
the Unlversity of Coliferpis ot loa ingeles) 4o belicved to havd
boen the most knowledgeable parson en this sabjest. IP tho term
9f1lying sauvcers? kad beop pepulor im 1943 - 3945, theso objests wonld

SECRET
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" have been so labsled, It wos interesting that im at least two 25X1A

eanes revieued that the object sighted was categorized by-
and [l 2> rrobably "Foo Pighters®, to date unexplained but mot
dangerouss they were mot bapry thus to dismiss the sightings by

calling them mames. It was thelr foeling that these phenomena are

not beyond the domain of present knowledge of physical science; hovever,

It was the Panel's opinfon that some of the Adr Force concern
over U,F.0,% (nowithatapding Air Defense Comand anxiety over fast

" redar tracks) was probably caused by public pressure. The result
‘today. 48 that the Air Foreo has instituted a fine chammel for

receiving reports of nedarly anything anyons sees in the sky and
fails to understand. This has bean particularly encouraged in popu-
lar articles on this and other subjects, such as spase travel and
seience fiction, The result is the mss receipt of lowegrade reports
which tend to everload channels of commnication with material quite
irrelevant to hostile objects that might somo day appear. The Panel
agread generally that this mass of pow—q:ality'reportts}contaixung ‘
little, if any, scientific &m)@s of no value, Quite the opposite,
it was possibly dangercus in having a military service foster public
concern in "nocturnel meandering lights®, The implication being,
since the interested agenty was military, that these objects were
or might I‘ba potential direct threats to nmationmal security. Ascord-
ingly, the meed for dscmphasization made itself apparemt. Coments
ca o possible educabional ywogram are emmerated beleow.
S »ECRET
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25X1A It wap tho opinion of -hat the "eeucer® problem

had been found to bo different in mature from the deteotion and
investigation of Gorman Vel and V-2 guided misgiles prior to thels

‘ opcrational uge in VWerld Wer II, In this 1943=1944 intelligente
opcration (CROSSEOW), there was omcellent iwtolligenco and by Jume
ioL4 there was material Mdema of the existente of “h@r&ma“
ebtained from crashed v&hﬁ.@léa in Suweden. This ovidonse gé.ve the
inwostigating team a basis upea which to oparate. The abssace of oy
®herduere® rasulting from unexplaized U.F.0, sightings lends & "wille

. of=the wisp) mature to the ATIC problem, The results of thelr investi-
gation, to date; strongly indicate that mno evidenco of hostile set
or danger oxlsto. Furthermore, thie current reperting system weuld
howe 14ttle value in the ease of detectlon of encmy atbaek "bgr' SonvoRe
tiemnl olzeraf or goided miseilesy vmder such eonditions “howdusnre?
would be avolichle atmost ab onees

AITIRAGES OF FATRATFRRESTIAL GRIGIH

It vas interesting to note that noos of the members of the

Panel were loath <o accept that thia earth might be visited by cztrae-

terrestrial intelligont beings of somo sort, some day. What they dié

not £ind was any Mdmo that éelated the objects sighted to spac@
29X travelers. _ in hie mésentation, showed how he had olim-

fnated each of the kmown end probabls causes of eightings, leaving hin

Baxtrasterrestial® 2s the only one remaining in many cases. _

background as an asronautical engineer and %achnical intvelligense 25X1A
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officer (Project Officer, BLUEBOOK for 15 months) ecould not be
vlighted. However, the Panel could not accept any of the cases
sighted ty him because they ware raw, unevaluated reports.
nmmmeGMthmofmeu@ﬁmammsmmnwidmm
eages and ~5.:.\ others the time of sighting was so short es to cause
suspleion of visual impressions. It was noted by- and 25X1A:
othors that extraterrestrial artifacts, if they did exist, ave no
cwnfwahm;mm&,wqaminﬂmﬂKMO£MWmlmmﬁmn
subject to soientific study, just as coamic rays were at the tims
of their discovery 20 to 30 years &go. This was an attitude in
25X1A  vnteh N 12 not coneur, as he felt that such artifacts
would be of immediate and great concern not only tg the U. S, but
%o all countries., (Nothing iike .a common threat to unite peoples$)
25X1A -noted £hat Present astronomical knowledge of the solar
system makes the exiastance of intelligent beings (as we know the
term) elsewhere than on the carth extremely unlikely, end the
concentration of thelr attention by any controllable means eonfimed
to any one continent of the earth quite prepostarcus.
TREMONTON, UTAH, SIGHTING
This case was considered significant because of the excellent
documentary evidence in the form of Kodachrome motion pieture £ilms
(about 1600 frames). The Pemel studied these fiims, the case history,
ATIC?s interpretation, and reseived a briefing by repraesentatives of
the USN Photo Interrretation laboratory on their analyeis of the
film, This team had expended (at Air Force request; epproximately
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lobo man-hours of professional and subeprofessional time in the
Freparation of graph plots of individual frames of the f1ilm, showe
ing apparent and relative motion of objects and variation in their
light intensity. It was tho opinion of the F.I.L. rerresentatives
that the objects sighted were not birds, ballooms or aircraft,
vere "not reflections We thers was no blinking while passing
through 60° of arc® and ware, therefors, "self-luminous®, Flots of
notion and variation in light intensity of the objects ware dig-
played, While the Panel Members wers impressed by the evidend
enthusinam, industry and axtent of offort of the P.I.L. beam, they
oould not aceept the conslusions reached. Same of the reagons fer
this vere as followas

8, A semiwspherical objest can resdily produce & reflesticn
of sunlight without Fblinking® through 609 of ave travel.

bo Although mo data wae avallable on the "albedo” of birds or
polyethylsne balloons in btright sunlight, the appareat
motions, slzcs and brightnesses of the objcote were
considered strongly to suggest birds, partisulcely afier
the Fanel viewed & short film showing high reflicetivity
of seagulls in btright sunlight.

6o P.I.L. daseription of the objects sighted as “eircular,
bintshouhite” in coler would be axpecied in ases of
spscular reflections of sunlight from comvex surfacss vhers
the brilliense of the reflestion would obscuro other partions

| of the object,

SEORE.T

Approved For Release 2003178376’?{ W560R000100030026-1




o Approved For I.ase 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP81R00560|‘)100030026-1

: : SECRET
- Security Informetion

-do Objects in the Great Falls ease vere bolieved to have ,
mwwhbunnmmn.mduohmm1mm9ﬁar¢huuma

e. There wvas no valid resson for the attompt %o relate the objects
in the Tremonton sighting to thoso in the Great Falls sight~
ing, Thiamyhavebeeudmtomimnﬁustandinginweir
directive. The objects in the Great Falls sighting are
strongly suspected of being reflections of aireraft knewn to
have been in the area.

£, The intensity change in the Tremonton lights was too great
for acceptance of the P.I.L. hypothesis that the epparent
motion and changing intensity of the lights indicated extremaly
high speed in small orbital paths,

8o Apparent lack of guldance of imvestigators by thoee familiay
with U.F.0. reports and explanations,

h. Analysis of light intensity of objects made from duplicate
rather than original £ilm, The original film was noted Lo
have a much lighter background (affecting rolative rightness
of object) and the objects appeared mch less bright.

1. Method of obtaining data of light intensity appeared faully
because of unsuitability of equipment and questionable
assumptions in making everages of roadings,

Jo No data had been obtained on the sensitivity of Kedachrome
film to light of various intensities using the same camera
type at the same lens openings,

SECRET
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k, Hand ®§ittar® frequencies (ebtainable from carly part of
Tremonton £ilm) were not removed from the plots of the
%gingle pasa plote® at the end of the film.
The Panel believed stropgly that the data availabls on this
pighting uas sufficiont for positive idemtifieation if further data
is obtained by photegraphing polysthylene 'pﬂlw“‘ btalloons roleased
neax the site under similar weather conditionms, checking bird flight
and reflestion characteristies with compotent ernithologists and
calsulating apparent ®GY forcos activg upen objects firom their apparent
traegks, ft was comgluded thet the rosults of such $este would prob-
ably lead ¢o &reditable explanations of valus in an educational o
training program, Fowever, the Fanel moted that the cost in technical
menpaver effort required to folley up and ‘explain every one of ths
thousand or mors reports received through chermsls cash yeer (1,900 in
1952) eould not be justified, J4 was felt that thers will alvays be
sightings, for vhich completo dota is lacking, that can only bte
oxplained with dlsproportionste effo@ apd with a long tims delay, i€
at 0dl., The long dslsy in explainimg o sighting Zends to eliminate
eny intézlliggms value, Ths eduoational or traininrg program should
bave as a major pmepbzw the ciirivadion of pepuler feeling that every
sighting, no matter how poor tho dats, must be explained im detail.
Attention should be directed o the requirement among scientists that
a new phoncmens, o be sceepbed, must be scmpletely anf convineingly
dosumonted, In other words, he bturden of proof is on the sighiter,
not the explaiver, _
SECRET ¢
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POLENTIAL RETATED DANG SRS
The Panel Members were in agreement with O/SI opinion that,

although evidence of any direct threat from these sightings was
wholly lacking, related dangers might well exist resulting froms:

a, Misidentifiecation of actunl enamy artifacts by datenéa

parsomnel.

b. Overloading of emargency reporting channels with "false®

information (*noise to signel ratic® anslogy~jJ N 25%'A

6. Subjectivity of publie to mass hysteris and greater vule

nerability to possible enemy psychological warfare.

Although zot the concern of CIA, the first two of these problems
may seriously affect the Air Dsfense intelligence system, end thmlci
bo studied by experts, possibly under ADC, If U.F.0.'s basoms dis~
credited in a reaction to the "fl&ing sgucer? gecare, or if repori-
ing channels are saturated with false and poorly documented rsporis,
our capability of detecting hostile activity will be rodusad.
-nated that more compotent acreening or filtering of reported
sightinge et or near the source is required, and that this ean baat

bo accomplished by an educational program.

The map propared by ATIC showing geographic locations of efficially
reported unexplained sightings (1952 only) was mmﬁ.ned bty the Panel.
This mep showed clusters in eemain gstrategic areas such as los Alamos.
This might be explained om the btasis of 2fi=hour watehful gusrd and
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aya;’enoss of security measures near such locations. On the other
hand, there had been no sightings in the vieinity of sensitive
related AE establishments while there were occasionally multiple
cases of unexplained sightings in non=strategic areas. Furthermore,
there app'eered. to be no logical relationship to population eanters.
Tho Panel could £ind no ready explanation for these clusters. It
was noted, however, that if terrestrial artifacts were to be observed
4% would be likely that they would be seen first near foreign areas
rather than cemtral U. S,

1) ION TO OBTAIH DATA

The Panel was of the opinion that the present ATIC program to
place 100 inexponsive 35 mm, stereo camcras in the hands of various
airport control tower operators would probably produce little valu-
able data related to U.F.0.%s. However, it was recognized that
such action would tend to allay public concern in the subject until
an educational program had taken effect. It was believed that pro-
eurement of these camsras was partly the result of publis pressure
in July 1952, With the poor results of the year-long Project
TWINKLE program of 24<hour instrumentation watch (two frames of
£ilm showing nothing distinguishable), a widespread program of sky-
watching would not be expected to yield much direct data of valus.

There was considerable discussion of a possible "sky patrol” by 25X1A

amtour astronomers (Hynek) and by wide-angle cameras _

and _ pointed out that at present a considerable fraction
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oft;m sky is nowseand has been for many years-——under mn'vd.llance
every clear night in several meteor and aurcra observing programs as
well as sky mapping programs at tho various locations listed bolow.
Although the attention of these agironomars is la.;;'galy dirested
toward identified rather than unidentified obj}gc_ta, no case of any

striking unidentified object 18 known to -or Dr. Hynek. Such
an object would most certainly be reported if found on patrol plates.

25X1A

A esse was cited where an astronomer refused to interrupt his
axposure in order to photograph an alleged sighting in a different
part of the sky. This led Dr. Hynek to say that, 1€ a program of
watching .cauld be an adjunct of planned astronomical programs, little
soit would be involved and that the trained astronomical parsomnel |
ﬁight photograph a sighting of an unidentified objest.
" The location of some of these programs and their directors ers
beliaved to bes |
a, Harvard University, Gambrio.:lga and Now Mexico (msteor patrol)e—
Whippla. '
b, Yerkes Observatory, University of Chicago and Fort Davis, Toxas
{saveral programe)-~Meinel (aurcras), Kuiper -'(aet.eroids) ®
Yorgan (wide angle caméra).
c. University of Alaska, Fairbanks {aurorae)——Elvey
d. Dominion Observatory, Ottava (meteors)-——Millmay
a. Palomar Observatory, Californie (sky map)e—Minkowski
£, 1ldick Observatory, California (sky map)e=Shans '
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Tt vas agroed by the Panel that no govermnment-sponsored program
of optical nationewide sky patrol is worthwhile at the tresent time,
and that the encouragement of ematour astronomers to undertake such
a program might have the adverse affect of over-emphasizing "flying
saucer® stories in the public mind, However, the 1ssue .of radar ¥scops
cameras for recording peculiar radar echoes would serve ssveral pur=
poses, including the better understanding of radar interferenco as
well as identification of U.F.0.%s.

AR P 1 0] AL

This characteristic problem of radar operation vherein the pulse
-signai (of approximtely the same frequeney) from station A may be
pleckod up on the sereen of etati;:m B and show as a highespeed track
or series of dots was recognized to have probably caused a mumber of
U.F.0, reports, This problem was underlined by information réce:lved
1nd1cating ADC concern in solving this problem of signal identification
before service use of very highespeed aircraft or guided missiles
(19551956) o - believed that one ansver to this problem
was the uss of a ¥doppler filter® in the receiving eircuit. -
suggested that the problem might be better solved by the use of a  25Xx1A

25X1A

"eontrolled jitter" wherein the operator receiving "very fast tracks®
(on the order of 1000» 10,000 m.p.h.) would operate a circuit which
would alter slightly his station’s pulse frequency rate. If the sigmal
received on the screen had baén caused by mutual interference with
another station, the track would mow show itself at a different distance
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. 25X1A
from the center of the screem, 1f 1t still appeared at a1l. |G

folt auch a tochnieal solution was simpler ard would cost much less than
& "doprler filtar®, |

Tuo roported cases were examdned: ono at Palomar Mountain, California,
4n Ogtobor 3949, when cosmic ray counters went "off scale for u few seconds”,
apparently while & *V® of flying saucéra was observed visuallys and ‘wo, &
sariea of obzervations by the “los Alamoa Bird Hatchers. Aasociation® from
August 1950 to Jamuary 1951, vwhen cosmie ray coincidence counters bshaved
quesrly. Circuit diagrams and records were available for the latter, and

25XA I = cble quickly to point cut that the recorded date were
undoubtedly due to instrumental effects that would have bean recognized
as such by more experienced observers.

The implication that radicactive effects were gorrelated with
unidentified flying objecte in thesa two cases was, therefore, rejected

W the Fanol.

The Panel®s concept of a broad educational program integrating
efforts o £all concerned agencies was that it should have two major
ainss training and "debunling®.

The training aim would result in proper recognition of umusally
11luninated objects (e.g., balloons, aircraft reflections) as well as
natural phenomena (meteors, fireballs, mirages, noctilucent clouds).
Both visual and radar recognition are concerned. There would be many
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levels in such sducation fram enlisted persomnel to command and research
parsonnolg Relative emphasis and degree of explanation of different
rrograns would correspond to the categories of duty (e.g.p radar operators;
rilots; control tower opwatoreg Ground Observer Corps persommelj and
officers ard cnlisted men in other eategories.) This training ahould
rosuld in a marked reduction in reperts caused by misidemtification

and resultant eonfusienm,

Tha'dahnking’ aSm would rosult in reduction im public interest
in "flying saucers® which today evokes a atrong psychological reaction,
This education could be accomplished by mass media such as television,
untion pictures, and popular artieles, Baasls of such educatlion would
bo actual ceso histories vhich hed been puzzling at first tut later
oxplained, As in the case of conjuring trieks, there is much lezs
stimilation if the "aaeref" is Imowm., Sush a program should tezmd to
roduce the current gullibility of the public and comsequently thelr
suscoptibility to clever hestile propaganda. The Pamel noted that the
general absene? of Russian pa?opagandé based on a subjest with so many
obviocus poocibilities for aploﬂ.tatifon might indicate a possible Russian
official policy,

Mambars of the Panel had varions suggestionz related to the plan-
ning cf such &n oducational program. It was fell strongly thal
paychologists familiar with mess psychology should advise on the mature
ard extent of the program. In this commection, Dr, Hadley Camtril
{Princoton University) was suggested, Camtril authored "Imvasion frem
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Mara®, (a study in the peychology of panic, written about the famous
Orson Welles radio hroadcast in 1938) and has sirce performed advansed
laboratery studles in the field of perception., The names of Don Marquis
(University of Meohigan) and Leo Resten were mentioned as possibly
guitable as consultant psychologists, Also, somsons familiar with
nags copmnication teehniqueaa perhaps an advertising expert, would be
helpful. Arthur Godfrey was mentioned as pbssi.bly a valuable chamnel 25X1 A
of conmmnication reeching a mass audience ef certain levels. _
sugpested the U, S, Navy (OFR) Special Devices Center, Sands Point, L. I.,
as a potentially valuable organizatiom %o assist in such an educational
program. The teaching techniques used by this agency for aircraft
identification during the past uar was cited as an example of a similar
oducational tesk, The Jam Handy Ce. which made World War II training
£11me (motion pleture and slide strips) was also suggested, as well as
Walt Disngy, Inc. animated cartooms. Dr. Hynsk suggested that the
mtw astronomers in the U, S. might be @ potential source of emthusi-
astic talent "to spread the gospel®, It was believed that business
@lubs, high schools, colleges, and television stations would all be
pleased to cooperate in the showing o.«f desuzentary type motion pictures
if prepared in an interesting manner, The use of true cases showﬁg
first the "mystery® and then the "cxplznation® would be forceful.

To plan and execute such a program, the Panel believed was no
mean task, The current imvestigatory group at ATIC would, of necessity,
have ¢o0 bs closely integrated for suppart with respeét to not only the
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b,:‘t.stoﬂcal cases but the current ones. Rocent cases ars probab]&wch
more susceptible to explanation than older ones; first, because of
ATIC's experience and, secondly, their knowledge of most plausible
axplenations. The Panel belioved that some expansion of the ATIC effert
would certainly be roquired to suppost such a program, It was believed
imapyropriate to state exactly how large a Table of Organization would
be roquired. baptain Ruppelt of ATIC umfriciauy proposed, for purposes
of ana.lyzing and evaluating reportas

a; An analysts! panel of _four officers

bf,, Four officer investigators -

¢. A Wriefing officer

d. An ADC liaison officer

e. A weather and balloon data officar

£, An astronomical consultant

g< A Group Leader, with administrative assistant, file clerks and

stenographers, |

‘This proposal met with genérally favorable comment. The Panol
belisved that, with ATIC®s support, the educational program of "train-
ing and debunking® outlined above might be requirsd fer & minimum of
one and one-half to two years. At the end of this time, the dangers
related to ®f1ying saucars® should have besn greatly reduced if not
eliminated. Cooperation from other military services and agencies
conerned (8.g0, Foderal Civil Defense A&Matra%ion}_ would be a
necessity, In investigating significant cases (such as the Tremonton,
Utah, sighting), controlled mzpmiments might be required. An example
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would be the photographing of "pillow belloons® at different distances
under similar weather conditions at the site. |
The 'help of one or two psychologists and writers and a subcontracter
to produce training f£ilms would be necessery in addition. The FPanel
considered that ATIC®s efforta,. terripofarily expanded as necessau‘y,f. .
could be most useful in implementing any aetion taken as s result of
{te recommendations. Experience and recards in ATIC would be of value
in both the public educational and service training program envisaged.
25X1A _ at least was of the opinlon that after publie g_ulli'bility
iessened and the service organizstions, such as ADC, hed been trained
4o sift oub the more readily explained spuricus sightings, there would
s8till be a role for a very modest-gized ATIC sectlion to cope with the
residuum of items of possible scientific intelligence value. This
Section should concentrate on energetically following up (perhaps on
the adviece of qualified Air Force Scientific Advisory Board members)
those cases which seemed to indicate the evidence of unconventional
enemy artifacts. Reports of such artifects would be expected %o
arigs mainly from Western oubpests in far closer proximity to the
Iron Curtain than Imbbock, Texas!
UNOFFICIAL INVESTIGATING GROUPS

The Panel toek eognizance of the existence of such groups as the
ACiviilan Flying Ssucer Investigators® (Ios Angeles) and the "Aerial
Phenomena Research Organization (Wisconsin). It was belleved that
guch erganizations should be watched because of thelir potentially
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TAB A

REPCRT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PAREL
ON

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS JAN 17 1953

Released in MORI

1. Pursusnt to the request of the Assistent Director for Sclentific
Intelligenes, the wndersigoed Panel of Scientific Consultants has met to
evaluate acy possibiz threst to national security posed by Unidentified
Flying (bjects ("Flying Saueers”), and to meke recommendations thereon.
The Panel bas veceived +the evidence as presented by cognizent intelli-
gence agencies, primarsily the Alr Technical Intelligence Center, and has
revieved = gelecticn of the best documented incidents.

2. Az & result of {te considerations, the Psnel concludes:

n. Ihet the evidence pregented on Unidentified Flying

Objects showa no indircation that these pbenomena constitute

a direct phyeical thrzat to pational seéurityo
We firmly belleve thal fhere ls no residuum of ceses vhich indicates
phenomens vhish syve aiityibutadle to foreign artifacts capsble of hostile
acta, and that therc is 50 evidease that the phenomens indicate a need
Por Yhe wevizion of survent solentific eoncepts.

3. lhe Panel Durther soncludes:

. Toat vhe contioued ampiwesis on the reporting of
thege phenomens does, in iheses parlous times, result in a
thrent 40 the opderly fua - tioning of the protective orgsns
of the hody politic
We ohte af oxumodee Toe clogsag of choooels of communication by irrelevant
repoeE . vhe dsager of boeing Lrd by continued false alsryme to ignore real
S EORET
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mdicm‘:ions of hostile action, and the cultivation of a movbid nations)
peychology in which skillful hostile propegands could induce hysterical
behavior and harmful distrust of duly constituted suthority.

4. In order most effectively iv strengthen the netional facilities
for the timely recognition and the appropriste handling of true indieationa
of hostile ection, and to minimize thw ~oncomitant dangere alluded to
above, the Penel recommends: ' |

a. 'That the national sscurity egencles take immediate stepe
to sirip the Unidentified Piving OpJests of the special status they
have been given and the aure of mystery they have unfortunately
acquired;

b- That the natiopal security ageancies institute pollcies

on intelligence, training, and publle education designed to prepare

the material defenses and ihe morsle of the country o recognize

most proumptly and to react nost effectively to true indications

of hostile intent or action.

We suggest that these aims muy be achisved Ly ao integrsted program
designed to reassure the publiec of the total lack of evidence of inimical
forces behind the phenomens, o toaip personnel Lo recognize and reject
false indiestions quickiy auvd effectively, and to strengthen reguipr
chmneia for the evaluation of and prospt reaction to true indieations
of bostile measures.

/a/ Lioyd V. Berkner
Asgouiated Universities, ine.

g .

[ sj H. P. Roberisca o Chmizmen
Salifornie instituts of Technology fe/ S. A Goudsmit
Arookhaven Aatnitnal lsboratories
[8/ Luis ¥. Alverez _
University of California /8/ Thornion Page o
Johms Hopking University
5 ECRET
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Released in MORI UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Y = 17 Janvary 1953

IVIDENCE PRESFNTED

1, Seventy-five case histories of sightings 1951 - 1952 (melected by
ATIC as those best documentad).

2s ATIC Status and Progress Reports of Project GRDUGE and Project
BLUE BOOK (code names for ATIC study of subject).

3. Progress Reports of Project STORK (ecde name for Battelle Memorial
Institute contract work supporting ATIC).

4o Summary Report of Sightings at Holloman Air Force Base, New Maxico,

5. Report of USAF Ressarch Center, Cambridge, Mess., Investigation of
"Green Firebell"™ Pienomena (Projoct TWINKLE),

Ao Outline of Investigation of U.F,0.%s Proposed by Kirtland Air Farcs
Base {Project FOUNCE),

7. Motion Picturs Films of sightings at Tremonton, Utah, 2 July 195%
and Great Falls, Montana, August 1950,

8, Sumpary Repart of 89 solested cases of sightings of various
eategories (Formations, Blinking Lights, Hovering, &te.).

9. Draf% of mamusl: PHow to Make a FLYOERPI*, prepared at ATIC,

10, Chart Showring Plot of Geographic location of Unaxplained Sightings
in the United States during 1952,

11, Chart Showing Balloon lLaunching Sites in the United States,

12, Charts Showing Selected Actual Balloon Flight Paths and Relation
%o Reparted Sightings,

13, Charts Showing Frequensy of Reports of Sightings, 1948 = 1952,
14, Charts Showing Catepories of Ixplanations of Sightings.

15, EKodachrome Transparencies of Folyethylane Film Balloons in Bright
Sunlight Showing High Reflectivity.
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-16, Motion pioturc of sesgulls in bright sunlight showing high refia {wity,
17, Tobelligenee Deporis Relating to U.S.S.R. Imterast in U. 8. Sighi-ngs.

18, Semples of Offieial USAY H‘e@:wting Formit and Coples of Periiront
Air Force, Army and liavy Orders Relatinz to Subject.

19, Sempie Folyethvlens ®Pilles” Uelleon (54 inches zquura) .

20, "Variatione im Radoy Joverege”,. JANP 01 {(Mermel illusiveting wrosual
eperating cheractaristics of Sarvice vadar).

2i. Miscellsncous officinl lolters apd furelsn intelldpsncy voporis
deeling with subjevi. A

2. Uprdse of populer publis
in pariodicals, nawapap:

=1 vorks doaldpg with subject {ariieles
dirpingg aod booke) .
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJICTS

Released in MORI 34 o 17 Jamusry 1953

Br. H, P, Roborbeon (Chadyman) Onisfernia Institute
e Tecbnoleogy
Bro Tmis W, Alguves Caivoraity ef
Galifernis

Azansiated Undvere
#ities, Ins,

Broaihaven Hational
Ishoretorien

$iv. $doyd V. Boviner

o Bemuel Goudemit

0ffice of Rescarch
Opsrations, Johng
Aooicdne Univeraity

ASSCITATE JEBIS

SRR

Lt
Dpo J, Allen Hyack Cils Stute Univers

aity

¥r, Frodericok O, Surard Aviinee Do 1dtils,
A‘P 2
clag i 0

AEREAVIEIETS
Brig. Cen, ¥illlam M, Corland Cmunncding Goneral,
ARG

Do @, Farsholl Chadwell Aﬁu&ﬂ‘t&m’i‘; Diresear,

Qf [+ 29 G ?’A
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TAB C

FPhyoles, weapons
gystens

FPoyeisa, rader

Geophynica

Atomie structure,
ahntistical
problens

Lptronomy, Asiro-
physics

Agironomy

Hoekota, guided
piasiles

Befentifio and
techrieal fvhallie
senes

dedentific and
bochaicnd, frtellis
goeo
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gonsa
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e, Peilip G. Strong

Mr. Sleghan T

Fossony

Capt. Edward <. Roppelt, USAF

Mr, &, vwey Fournet, Jr.

%, R, 3. Heashan, US%

Ke. Berry Wso
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