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TO  : ap/aT DATE: 26 Cetober 1957

FROM : nan/c/sI

STATINTL
SUBJECT :
-called to tell me that Air Force had approached
him for permission to declassify the conclusions of the "Report
STATINTL

of the Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects", which

OSI organized in January 1953. The request had come to
rom Maj. James F. Byrne of AFCIN-X1A4 (ext. 74903).
STATINTL T told we would examine the matter and Maj. Byrne should

contact me directly. T will take the necessary action on this on
my return.

1

P. G. S.
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Government Operations, Senatc Permanent
Subcommittee on Investlgations

S" i
Acting Chief, Donald F. Q'Donnell

STATINTL L

Maj. Byrne called 28 Oct. re the declassification
of the UFO report. He is going ?o gend over the
portion the AF wishes to declassify.

Marie
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21 September 1957

MEMOR AN&IEUM FOR: A@wn@ Dirceter, Contral Intaeliigencs

SUMEC“@’ | g Umd@ﬁ%a fied Flying Objoet Reportod on 20 September 1957

1. As roperted by esmpenacnts of the US Air Defense Command, an unidentifiod
flytng object (UFQ) was tracked by US raders on @ relatively stright eourse fram the
eastern Hp of Long lsland to the vieinity of Buffele. The ebjeet was roportediy maving
wastward ot on oltitude of 50, 800 foet and c2sed of 2,000 kis.  "Jamming” was
reperied by severa! raders in this vielntty and washwerd as for as Chicego. in @ sube
sequent briefing for ropresentotives of the 1AC, the US Alr Feree ropartad thet the
originel reperts had been degreded somawhat by iaformotion that: (o) there was aa
11 minute breok in the track; (b) wasthor esnd’tians in the arca wore of the type whieh
have in the past predused false rader pips ond cleectranic interforence; () B=47' of
SAC were In tho area neer Chicoge on an ECM tralning flight. The ADC has not
completed its investigation of this incident, but in any avent it new seems clser that
the phenemoens reported west of Buffele ware not related to the UFO,

2. Ws have no intclligance en Soviet activities (e.5., long=range ofr, sub=
marine, or merchant shipaing cpeorations) wileh ean ba rsletod spoacifically to this
reperiad event, We bslieve it unlikely that @ Seviet eireralt ecvld conduet @ mission
af this speed and altitude end rotum to Blee tarritery. However, we cradit the USSR
with the Sapability te have o submarine-lavnched cruiso=typs mistile of low
sl

perfermance end o range of abeut 500 m.m., but we have ne sp@ciﬁc evidence
of tho enisﬁ’@me of such a missiio.

3, We hove exominsd pwsabaa Seviat metives for leunching & sne=way vohiele
on an operation over the US, and considsr thet there would be iittle metivation ab this
time, excspt possibly a psych@ﬁ ogical o rotallatery metive, which wo belleve is
marginal . One-wey reconnaissance oparaticns are largely ruled out by the likelihoed
that the results would be of small valus, and the rislk of compremise would be very
great.

1
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4, We cencluda, therafore, that it Is highly improbable thet @ Soviet operotion
is rasponsible fer the UFO reperts of 20 Seplember.

5, Censidering the feets thet the ADC investigation is incomplets, ond that

weather phenemena are increasingly likely explenations of the eriginal roports, we
recommand that ne 1AC meeting be colled on this subject ot this fime.

25X1A

HERBERT SCOVILLE, Jr,

Coplas to 1AC Agencies as follows:
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