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SIBERIA

INTRODUCTION

The important factor in the third five-year plan is that of.
increasing military industries. / |
Sinfe the danger of inva.sio;/ of Russia gppeare? to be con}ﬁg
from t? west and would involvp/tha motherland itgelf, it wag';
¥

dacide

to build up industrigs that would suppoft a militafy
efforg, such as machinery actories, the cheu}/cal indus?, '{, oil
'r;sfi ries etce in the Uyéls and in Siberi.a,,"lr In this f‘ nning
they also decided to st;gckpile coal, cemeyé etce Th}é also
detprmined to set up ‘y‘tfetallurgical pla.ntf at Komso Tsk as a base
ang to establish a }xﬁmdred or more ind\?.tries where they had not
eyisted before in /f:he Urals, Siberia 7‘:\6 the Far Bast, as well as
the magnetic metgls united mdustria; area /sic/ in the Urals in
. / ]

a vast expansion of production areas. / ,
X i S
/ rd

Russia®s great thifd five-year plan Yo meet Cermny"s war,

" / /
plans sgpelled down to lacksadaisic§f attitude an?/afford/d a

basg for the Red A

fine pretext for conv rt'ing the Ura.ls//and Siberia /ﬁlxto an fndustrial
i /

before war shf/uld come and/@hus px/',évide that
f ! ;
inftime of war thefe should be no éhortage of necessary war

materials.

3

he numercus war industries of the Soviet built during wartime
and those removed from the battle areas were centered in the
eastern Urale and Siberia. Eventually these two war industry

areas were linked bogsbther sc that this area at present has become
Present day Siberia is divided into western Siberia, Basiorn
Siberia and the Far East.
So~galled Weste7/ Siberia is the Vfide expanse exténding from

£

e Siberian railéay crosses it from east to
/s

Y r 7
the Yengse} River to/the Ural Mounta;ﬁs , the warld's,,"(greatest
low-lying plain. /g

west{ while the (b River bisecty it from north # south with its
N I

&
i

! {
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This vést plain may be sub-diyided into four pa.rta. The extreme

,

northern part bordering on the tic Ocean is an area of tunqiras.

South of this and north of the//éiberian Railway is/ a denael‘y

forestled area. South of thlgf along the ra.ilwa);, is an areé. of

grasglands interspersed w:.'h}\ forests and last of all the open
grapgslands extendmg to the-. Altai Mountains.

The population of Western Siberia is densest in the southern

interspersed grasslands and open grass lands wﬁéﬁé—'«%&m j

railways.

Wegtern Siberia, befpre the October Revolut:,on,was a vas‘y ,

"f vauwtg, '5‘j""‘*?’é f
B

barren frontier land. fr‘ The -in the 9&1 th ad not bee}w )

toucled and there wé/; not ji single induatmal plaﬁt in any /Ffovm.
0 in the sou‘;,h in the !region of agrzcultural éconouy “‘)f;d there
bgen some indy’strial devplopment. Wisﬁnm the 13\5\%;;;71\?,37 years
der the $oOviet rule tﬁe area h Jchanged from a&Darren frontler
p&ﬁﬁiy center of 1nx1 \««g"

Within a brief time this great plain with a teeming population
has become the united Ural industrial district. Great factories
equipped with all sorts of machines are ab];e not only to refine
steel, but to manufacture excellent metal goods and products of
chemical industries. Wood working and food industries are also
flourishing,

’ At the outset bhe ores for the smelters in the united
industrial area were brought in from the Urals, At present a

part of the ores' used are obtained from the}nearby mining district
in the south, where the ore reserves are abundant for the use of
the industrial area, Cocal reserves are also five times as abundant

&"-gl‘v—t— 7
as thosg\% the Don Rivers
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. Before yhe revolutidn coal pridiction jwthe area was P
& ,./
Aot e vf 4 Len//
id gbeat ivbreade has osedrred durihg the three

VB!‘y ;7‘6 - U
five-year pgpar:.ods.

During the second world war, after the German armies occupied
the Don River coal fields, there was a great spurt in coal
production in the new industrial area for an increase in %3 of 4,000,000
tons, becomlng the basic behindtthe-lines fuel éupply area of the
country. ‘

The chemical industries of this area can produce aluminum, and a
number of new aluminum f?ctories have been opened.

New cities in thésﬁar;AStalinsk, Anzhero-Sudzhensk, Leninsk,
Prokcpﬁ;s and Kemorove.

The agricultural economy has made great advances under the
patronage of the Soviet authorities. Mechanization has taken place.
Gral }and éggﬁiactures of domestic animal meat procducts are
increasing annually, but a large arable area that should support
a goodly population is still unused.

The most important city of Western Siberia is Novosibirsk
-varmswivvﬂiholak) located at the junction of the Ob River and the
Siberian Railwaye |

During the period of the five-year plans this city hasvbecome
one of the great centers of Soviet heavy industry. Machine
manufacturing industries, conton miLLsfriizd processing indubtries
have been growing until during the war the industrial section saw
a thousand percent expansion.

Eastern Siberia is the area between the Yeneséf and vhe Lena
Rivers., The area is vast, vaster tar than the-whote—arsa—st -
Western Siberia.

[t is afi ar;:lgffplaviﬁm
fa’

de.{ﬁfzﬁfestsg The climate is

nd mountains largely'covqggdwpy

sagree;giaﬂ “hot in summer
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-
and ;\mmi?ter ‘bhe coldest in the world. The population is spgpeé'
P

The¥area \is _pat sui(tabl)or < adviculburs;’ buthﬁ for

heavy industrye.

Eastern Siberia is in the drainage basin of the Yenese;k and
its tribubary the Angera, and the Lena. Thers is ample water
power for the needs of industry. :

Coal reserves are abundant in Cherenﬂgovo },?’5 s Kansk, Tung;;sk,
and the autonomous Republic of Yakutsk. Eastern Siberia is a land
of forests and is rich in all sorts of mineral wealth. Before the
pevolution it had no industry worth mention, being outside the
pale of civilization, late'xfh\:?esd as a place of criminal or political
exile. Present-day Eastern Siberia tef;’ms with activity busily
using all the modern techniques,

Without river boats, highways and aeroplanes 1t will be
jmpossible to conquer this vast wilderness,

Eastern Siberia produces much gold. The mines of Leninsk
M are world-renfigned. The smelting industry of Krasnoyarsk

and Irkutsk is completely mechnized. Newly opened factories in

Eastern Siberia manui‘acture;x’ locomotives, combines and other complicated

T

machinery., Hides are another source of wealth for this areae.
Lumbering and manufactureof wood products is w:l:despread. The new
city of Igarka on the lower ¥ nneseig within the ,avcﬁir- circle is a
center of lumbering and distributes lumber via the Artic Ocean to
many places.

The cotton goods industry of Eastern Sideria was started damin

m

the wars

The prosperity of the projects in this area hé.s resulted from
their proximity to coal s;.tpplies and metallurgical plants, the
Ural industrial area, and the northern sea route.

The economic status of the provinces and autonomous republics

¥
of FEastern Siberia is progressive. Bunfat-Mongolia is one of the

2
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great grazing areas of the U.S.5.Ra There is an abundance of
cattle, horses and sheep. Since this area has becous an area of
immigration, farming is beginning to flourish. At Ulan Ude, the
capital of this republi.c) are leeabed Jocomotive works, glass works

and other industries. Within the houndeyieuryiiss— republic

are reserves of manganese , antimony, gold etce During the war sugar
\N‘O”o) et ML«.LC

factories and gomenb—i-t) indusiuies were established.

AS’S/(
In the distant Yakutsde life is different.

Outside ‘the business in furs, industry is only in the budding stage,

consisting only of the metallic and coal industries.

Oblas Y
The Khakass au’oonomous Republ—*e is a part of ?rasnoyarsk with

S
Abakan a‘,\ its center. It has abundant reserves of coal and ircn

and produces much wheat and timber.

4. Within the confines of Eastern Siberia on the headwaters of .
/

&:L( el T VU“ A

3
theeYenese,i River is the h&-.f‘nﬁ-;msﬁ@%&-'l‘uvaﬂiormerly a part of

Chinese territorys taken over by Russia in 191h without China's
consent. It is at present being developed by the Soviet as a
grazing area with leather and lumbering as industriess

The Soviet Far Egst extends from Vladivostok on the sou‘bh
along the Pacific Coastline and over wooded mouma:.nsov:r%?ﬂo,(;()

kilometers northward to Chukotsk amr weé\%’{fa.rd to the Lena River, ]

a vast area, exceedingly cold in winter and warm in summer, &

frontier area, indeed.

A f
and watbhr power. Recently, ,’(meryms heep’oreat advance /f

and s i , greg
= ,const.fucolc... Beioégz/t‘fxg recght % gt ndust# alresdy alcoungza

It qéou.nds however, in nat_;?l resources nerals, timber,

for h];ee—fourths of the economy of the area. A 1" owna.vi’w. o

24
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Fishing, 1 'Qeringhléoal, mining etc, are imetesd flourishing and
;v/\-tw i

progressivei Mining and refinéry methods have made great progress.
fﬁz 2t Orsicey Kydg

In the Ea;étime—Prq#incg;7Sakhalin, and Kamchatka the fishing

/

industry is entirely modernized., Sailing vessels have all given
way to motorized ships. The united fishing industries all have
canneries,

The lumber industry has been groﬁing by leaps and bounds,
Formerly the timber, when cut, was exported, but now mills have
been co::structed and lumber, plywood, and wood products are
made on the spot,

In the Amur;gﬁéﬁigee-and the area north of it there are
modern metallurgical industries, In addition to refining alluvial

i gold they are able to smelt ores,

The coal mines of Suchan and Artem have been equipped with
‘Modern Machinery, With great hardéhips the inexhaustkble treasures
of this wild waste are being revealed and investigated.

In addition to improving industries already existing in the
£§ovie37 Far East new ores are being established,

Mining of both common and scarce metals is making great
strides, Big machine factories and ship yards are appearing at
Komsomoi%k, Kha bﬁ}ovsk and other cities. Much oil is being
secured on Sakhalin Island., In the area around the new ciﬁy of
Okha white mineral oil is found. Gasoline refining is developing.
The comstruction industry, sugar industry, and oil industry seem

t0 be firmly established.

The chief of the industries there is the Amup
Q .
Other industries such aﬁmetallurgical, electrical, shipbuilding,

and fuel industries are very flourishing,

SN

I
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The farming industry of the ZSbvieE7‘Far East has been improved

of late

—— o

The newly opened agrarian areas are along the Amur River

Ci%%élhe plaine in the neighborhood of lake Turi Rogs The farming is
mechanized)and reckoning by the number of tractors and combines in
use,the area under cultivation is the largest in Soviet Russia
[sic], besides grains such as wheat and barlaey, beans, paddy rice,

and sugar beets can be raised.
: SOVIET . ARMY : FORCES. IN THE;FAR EAST

Soviet Army Expenditures

1927-1939

% ‘ Unit: hundred millions

% of rubles)

% 1927 645

:i 1928 )

] 1929 9.8

i - 1930 11.5

1931 1.5

1932 1349
1933 2l4.0
1934 50,0
1935 8240
1936 148,0
1937 17540
1938 232,0
1939 1408.0

Before'1929 the Soviet government placed its greatest emphasis
on its Buropean military forces and maintained in the Far Bass-2nly =

a skeleton border defense force, largely concentrated around

R

Kh bpvoqk and a few other important p01nts.
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Before 1929 the Soviet authorities maintasned only skeleton

border defense forces in the Far East amounting to approximately

three infantry divisions and two cavalry brigades, concentrated

at Khﬁ}%ﬁrovsk and a few other important points. During the

brief war with China in late 1929 they were compelled to transfer

additional forces from Europe in order to win.

Following tﬂ‘ experience the Soviet authorities began to

pay particular attention to their Far Eastern military establishment

and this attention increased still further after the Japanese

£ Manchuria in 1939, Large forces were moved eastward

invasion <

from Siberia and Europe until they had a force of eight to nine

infantry divisions and one cavalry division plus one brigade with

Bk
a total, of from 110,000 to 120,000 mens
?1
zzé%er~193 the Soviet authorities have regarded the strengthening

their Far Eastern forces as imperative and have completely

a3

modernized the establishment,
~ After the Chang-ku~feng incident in 1938 the £irst and_;econd

{,‘aﬁr:\( g
red Frag armies were organized ,one baged 3: Vladivostok and the other

Wo-mem San (\‘J“./ ans g -

on Kha{inrovsk. After the incident in 1939 the Soviet

int
Far Eastern forces moved over frcm A defensg ﬂerce to en offensive,
baseass

feres. The two red flag armies were combined into the so-called

Far Esstern Front Army. After the onset of the Russo~(erman

conflict it would seem these forces would have been weakened

but there Was nowsi@nge in
- . e

Chart of Strength of Far mastern Soviet Forces

Date Befere Total Infantry. Cavalry Armored

Manchunian-tanosdent,  Forces Division Division Cars

Bofore "limehuh |An 50,000 L 30
e

1937 14,00,000 25 5 1,700

1941 800,000 30 12 2,100

i
L
i
i
i
|
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