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Ukrainian News
(Vkradneld Vistd)
AN OPEN LEITER TO THE DIREGTORATE OF "THE VOIOE OF AMERICA"
With Regard to Ulwainian Language Broadocaste

In writing this letter to mo high an institution ae the
directorate of the "Volce of America" I have in mind the
Soriptural truth that even the simplest and poorest mortal may
be heard bofore the Highest Throne, All the mere reason, then,
why this mortal may hope that hie voice [ u:ldreaaed_?to the Volce
of America may not be waeted as a "voloe orying in the wildornesas,
The fact is, however, that all our voices up to now, ‘the volces of
all the Ukrainien emigre press, addreosed to VA on the subjeot of
the Ukrainian broadcasts, have been just "voices crying in the
wilderness," and nothing more. Can it bo that these voicea have
beon unconvineing, misunderstood, or expressed frem a point of view
hostile to demooracy? Noj among them have been voices by no means
anonymous, volces very outspcken, and completely in sccord with the
democratic position. In such a state of affairs, the letter of an
individual person has very 1ittle chance [ of being oonsidered_].
However, thls dces not prevent me from publiching this open lotter
(& private one would not produce the deaired results), or from ex-
pressing some thoughts for your kind attention,

Two things give me the moral right to write this letter,

Firet = I am a Ukrainian, recently a cltlzen of the USSR, & former
political prisoner who has spent a large part of his 1ife in Soviet
prisons - in other words, one who belonged to that part of the
Ukrainian people in whose name, and primarily for whose sake, was
organized the Ukrainian broadeasts of the Voida of America,

Secondly, VA has used my name as well aa my works several times in
its Ukrainian language broadecasts, and to some extent has uged my
humble authority in its relations with the Ulaaine under the Soviets.
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Thisc gives me the moral right to ralse my volce regarding
VA'a Ukrainien broadoasts, and address it to the directorate of
VA 1n the hope that it will receive a hearing,

It goes without saying that the sphere of American inter=
natlonal relations 1s outside the sphere of competence of & aimple
individual. It iz also obvious, however, that all the broad-
casts of VA to the peoples enslaved by Mosoow communism are within
that aphere, And it im no less obvious that VA's Ulrainian broad-
cants, as thoy have appeared so far, for some unknown reason have
nothing in common with American policies as they are understood in
the world, if American prooclamation and defense of bascie human freedoms
ia not pure propagenda. Therefore, without intending to intrude into
the sphere of American policies, I only want to point out to the
ostecmed directorate of VA the strange situation which exists and
vhich unquestionably ecompromises both Amorica and all of western
demooracy in the eyes not only of the Ukrainians but of the other
peoples who live in the USSR and listen avidly to VA--the gtrange
situation which malkes difficult, if it does not completely nullify,
all the efforts of America morally to mobilize these paoples against
Moscow communism, This strange situation eonsists in the fact that
these broadeasts have become the megaphone of Russian imperialiem,
which in one way or another is connected with Stalinism. It may be
impertinent, but let us consider how these broadoast appear to the
Ukrainians and how they are received by them,

The directorate of VA cannot afford to ignore the thoughts of
the Ulrainiang themselves, and partioularly of those who know very
well the Ulraine under the Soviets, who have recently left it, who
were and are political antagonists of Moscow commnilam, who lmow the
inolinations, hopes, and level of political develorment of the
Ukrainlan people, and who know what the many millions of Ukrainians

hope for from western democracy and to what extent they may or tay

not be on tge side of the latter. m:_sﬂm\‘_ﬁ
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The Ulkrainien people hope at least for the moral muppert of
weatern deémooracy in thelr ceaselass atrugele against Moscow commaniem,
e atrugrle 1in which they are maldng colossel sacrifices not only in
thelr own interests, but in the interests of all mankind.,

8o the organization of the Ukrainlan broadcasts was an event of
tremendous politiocal importance, ocaloulated to include within the
orbit of the anti-communist forces the second largest nation in the
USSR, FEveryone hailed this event, partioularly there on the other
alde of the iron ocurtain where everyone listens with special eagermess
to the defense of thoir interests and to ideologleal mupport of thoir
many years of strupgle against the Moscow communist totalitarianism,
Conaldering this, the Ulkrainian broadcasts of VA could play a truly
[ great 7 historical role,

Howaever, on the basis of four months! study of the Volce of
America Ukrainian broadcasts I can with complete confidence assure the
directorate of VA that those broadeasts are actually achisving results
in the Ukraine entirely contrary to those desired by Americe and western
democracy; at best they are arousing contempt for the Voice of Ameriea,
or, indeed, for America in general; at worst, they will destroy forever
the faith of the Ukrainlan people in America and in western democracy.
Why? Because foremost iné:\ﬁinds of each Ukrainian must be such thoughts
as these:

What can the Ukrainlan people expect from demooratic and froeecdom-
loving Americe when that great power is incap‘able of organizing for
them (for forty million peoplel ) independent radio broadeasts, but
ondy repeats for them the Russien broadecasts (alien to them and in-
imical to their aspirations) which are merely translated into Ukrainian -
and that badly? What can the Ukrainisn people under the Soviets expect
from America when her volce propagandizes Russian imperialism, and this
in the fiftleth year of the twentleth century?
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Such are the "Ukrainian! broadessts of the Volce of America,
T put the word "Ukrainian " in quotation marke, for the directorate
of VA iteelf pute it in quotation marke, and so would anyone who
listened to the Voice of America in the Ukraine; he would put it in
quétation marks because, from the point of view of any politically
literate Ukrainian on the other aide of the iron ourtain,these
"Weralnian" broadeasts in their goneral line follow in the path
of the bolshevist broadoasts, in the path of the bolshevist policien
agalnst the natlona seized by them.

The monaral line of the communist empire demanda the stifling
and elimination of the culture and history of the subjugated nations,
reducing them to the ranks of "younger brothors", to a role of aolonial
oubordination, of parich-nations, who for any protest or attempt to
broak awoy from the empire of the bolshovist totalitarian machine are
neroilesnly punished, even to the extent of masn physical annihilation,
Striving at all coste to keep the Ukraininn nation as a part of the
commuist empire, bolshevist Moseow mokes use of the Ukrainian language
for the mun of the nation, for a self-contradictory grafting on to 1t
of a complex of unity centering on Moscow, rooting out the Ukrainian
demooratic traditions and in their place grafting on the eult of Peter
the First and Ivan the Terrible, érafting on Russian culture and its
Russian imperialist world outlook, ete,

And is not VA doing the same thing with the Ukrainien languape?
It 1s surprising, but.it is true. The core of tha "Ukrainian® broad-
casts of VA is that same "general line" which is provided in the 80~
called Calendar of Historieal Lvents (Kalendar! Istorichnykh podiy)
for the Ukrainian people behind the iron eurtain from their history
and strugple, It carries out this line in the following ways:

\\_E.Sﬂ\ﬁm
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1, Regarding Peter the Firat == supporting the ocult of the
deaspot of the Ukrainian people, which oult Stalin, too, ia bulld=
ing up by all possible means, Who in Amerlca imows that Stalin
conferred all kinds of favora on the wfiter,A. Tol'etoy) for his
glorification of this Taar, and gave him a Stelin prize because he
drew an analogy between Stalin end Petor? The Ukrainian people
recognized the true nature of that analogy, for Peter I was the
first organizer of a masn annihilation of Ulrainians, for punishment
aftor the defeat of Mazepa ot Poltava because they wanted to separate
the Ukraine from Russia., Obviously, VA may mpoak from the rostrum
about Peter I, oo, for the Ukrainian pooplo, but from what standpoint?
VA opeaks from the standpoint of tha intorests of the Rusnian ompire,

2. Rerarding "Iskra! ﬁSparkg-- from which was kindled the
"flame" of Lenin, with which now the vhole world cannot cope, and which
has burned in a cruel fire of terror for millions of sons and daughters
of the Ulrainian people., OF course, VA can gpesk about "Iskra," too,
for the Ukrainian people, but how?

3, Reparding "the peoplos of Russia" — constantly dinning this
Vlasov-Hitlerite idea into the heads of the nations under the Soviets,
when thers are not and never have been any '"peoples of Russia", if one
considers their own desires, as expressed in the great revolution which
destroyed the Russian empire of the Romanov dynasty. Even Stalin, seek-
ing to fool all these peoples with his so-called democratic constitution,
understands this, We fear that if the "peoples of Russia" had to chaose
between the phrase of the Volce ;:f Amerien and the Stalin Constitution,
1t would not again be as difficult for them to choose the latter as
when they ohose / it_/at the timo of Hitler. Hitler made use of this
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eame phrase which new the Volse of America utilizes = "the peoples
of Ruasla" = which strengthens and perpetuates the Russlan prisen
of peoplea,

4+ Regarding Russian great men and writers == as if there
naver were any great men and writera in all Ukrainian history,

If VA does asometimes mention Ulrainian proat men and writers, it
senks to transform them into Russians, Thus it was with the greatest
poet of the Ukraine - Shevohenkos VA made a Russian poo? of him,

And this when even the Bolsheviks did not dare teo encroach upon this
plant of Ulkrainian historyl

5. Regarding the Kronatadt uprising., Evidently the Voice of
Ameriqg has to talk about the Kronastadt uprising, too, for the
Ukrainien people., But the Ukrainian peoplo have in their history of
anti-gommniat strugple plenty of impresnive uprisings of their own.
And, most important, it must not be forgotten that Kronstadt has gone
into Ukrainian history with other uprisings, uprisings which have
strengthened and consolidated Bolshevism; they lmow more about this
in the Ukraine than in America, So the oult of Kronstadt is very
dangerous, I could oite other examples,

Vhy 1s there this matked Russian slant to the "Ukrainian®
broadoasts? Why not base the Ulrainian Volce of America on Ukrainian
hlstory, or Ukrainian culture, or actual Ukrainien strupgles against
Moscow belsheviem?

Involuntarily one wonders Just who is directing the Voige of
America behiﬁd the back of American officiale; who is 1t that is re-
sponsible for the cult of Poter the Firgt, for the nullifying of all
Ukrainian history and Ukrainian culture, and the malicious use of the
Ukrainian language to the injury of the Ukrainian people?

Now we think that it must be clearer to the directorate of the
Volce of America whose is the guiding hand in these "Ukrainian®
broadeasts and who is responsible for their political course, Evory

one knows that the whole Eastern Iuropsan Seetion of VA 1s under Russians,
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Of course, we have nething againast the Russlans -- agalnat the
Rusaian people as such, And of course VA is an American institution,
and it g free to entrust the direction of thia or that section to any
henda it see fit, But it alsc goes withoul saying that overy
Ukrainian here on this side of the iron curtain is absolutely opposed
to such Ruasians, who direct the Ulrainian broadcasts in gugh a way ==
1o opposed to the fact that these Rusaians speak in the name of the
Ukrainian poople, and is still more opposed to the fact that they
apoak in the name of Americs to the Ulainlan people, while under=
mining the authority of America with thelr policies against that
people,

Now, Just what kind of policies and what kind of Russians are
theoe? We know that they are of tho progreasive circlen of the
Ruasian emigration in Amerdicn, S0, to find an answer to the question
concerning the political line of the Ruassian emipgre oircles in
Americn, and to the question as to vhy the "Ukrainlan" broadeasts of
the Voloe of Amarica follow such a course, I recommend that the
esteemed directorate of the Volce of America get the February, 1950
(No, 1=2) issue of "Sotelalisticheskly Vestnik" Z-Socinlist Herald;7,
the leading journal of the Russian emigration in Ameriea, and turn to
poages 19-20, This journal is published in New York by the most pro-
gressive elements of those cireles which are connected with the Volee
of America end into whose hands have been given the Ukrainlen broad-
cagba, In it 1s published an article by I. Abramovich entitled
"Enumeration of Enemies! And in it you can read between the lines
why the "Mcrainien! broadecasts, directed by Russiens, should have
quotation - marks around the word "Ulwainian', and vhy they follow the
1line they do., I. Abramovich, attacking the attempts to name Stalin
as enemy No. 1 (along with Hitler), makes a great mumber of concessions
‘to the Bolsheviks, and ends with the following, quoted verbatim
[rin Russian_/
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"They are despots, tyrants, diotators; they ape guilty nf
2% one

BAnY orimes against the peopls, but/they apa not guilty: they

have net dismembsrad Ruesia," (Underlining mine, I.B,)
In not the political 1line of the Ruanian emlgration olear from

thia? Theme gentlemen mew very well that the 'mon=dismemberment
of Ruasia" by the Bolshaviks is oonnéoted with frightful tarror,
death, aoncentration eamps and frightful pencoide apainst all the
Peoplan vho would like to encape from the Runnian "prisen of peoplos',
Hewnvar, ftalin ia forgiven all thess crimos, for Stalin is attalning
hin own napoolal poal = "tho non=11smaombarmant of Rusaia", Aftor
thens atatementa by Abramoviech (and Kerenskly exproased the same 1dea
earller in the ologan: "Botter an avil dictator than a carving up of /
tha livine body of Ruasin") == 1n 1t not olonr that all thoir qualified
attackn on the Bolshevika are Just a amoka screen? Thesa false democrats
and false soclalists becoma aroussd over torror only when it is directod
against them personally, But whorn 1t ig dirccted by Stalin apainst
the "dismembormanthof Ruseda, thoy praisa it. They praise it in con~
tradiction to all their democratic declarations,

Moreovar, they would oppose unyons who would think of applying
the slopans of wastern demoeracy (proclaimsd by America in its Atlantie
Charter) to the peoples subjugated by the Bolsheviks, It 15 elear that
if America should undertake to extend the theme of demooracy to the
"pooples of Rusaia", these gentlemen to whom is entrusted the Voice
of America would oppogs Amorica. In fact, they did take part in the
war on the side of Str1'n only becanse the war itself threatened to
"dismember Russia", by unleashing a popular centrifugal anti-imperialist
movement, likewise the gentlemen of Russian democracy in whose hands

1s the Voles of America have baean playing the role of a fifth column
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for Stalin, And in this role they will ®Rpose anyone; how they

will do this may be discerned from the aame "Sotalaliaticheskiy
"Therefore, they (the Bolsheviks) from the Busaian (emphasis

Abrnmoviuh'n) polnt of view ean by no means be compared with the

gauleitera of the Third Reich ¥ho will (emphanis mine, I,B,) have

the task of dismembering Mussia," Note that ho has written

"who !i;;i;j Thia 1a no typographical error. This ia a threat and

a declaration in the otyle of the otatements of the ocomnunist leaders,

among whom is the American, Wallace, ZPof the intentioﬁ:7to oppoae

Anyone who starts a war apainat, Stalinist Russia, apainat the Bolshevist

"non-di smemborers
- of Russia", That this is not a typographical orror,

/
but meant just asg stated, is evidenced by the whole content of the
article,

_Z:Trnnulntor's note: The term "Gauwleiters of the
Third Reich" 1a applied opprobriously by
Abramovich to such Ukrainian separatigts as
Bagryanyy, the author of this article
After all, then, 1s it not clear why the "Ukrainian® broadeasts
of VA, directed by the ideological comrades in arms of the Stalinist
"non-diamemberers", follow such a course, and why VA provokes among
the forty millions of the Ukrainian people only derision (zlym) for the
Volce of America and for America in general? It is because the Voice
of America for the Ukraine is not the speaking trumpet of Ameriea nor
of westorn demooracy., It is the speaking trumpet of Russian imperialiem,
of the Stalinist ideclogical comrades in arms,
Whet 1s to be done?
Unfortunately, that doss not depend on us, However, if the
declaration of the rights of man, made in authoritative documents, to
the whole world not so long ago, are not Just a bluff, then lot me be

permitted in closing to offer some simple adviee,
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The easieat thing would be te end the Ukrainlan breadecasts,
which is what 1a sought by the leaders of Ukrainian cirelees who
are proteating, with oomplete justification, against the use of
the Ukrainian lenguage to the injury of the Ukrainlan paople,
However, praoticu11y>this is very diffioult from the point of

view of world politiles, for te end the Ukrainlan broadeasts ]
meaps o strongthon Bolsheviam and Mp, Abpamovich, Beat of all

would be to set up Ukrainian broadcasts which wero really Ukrainian,
both in form and content, after taking thom out from under the
Ruasiens and putting thom under Ukrainians, Then the Volee of
America - the voice of western demooracy - would reach the very

heart of the Ulraindan poople, atriking Mooodw comminism a heavy blew,
and the name of America would become a symbol for those forty million
people in the struperle againat the Stalinist despots.,

The Ukrainian nation is the second in size and the most advanced
in the USSR; it has its history, its culture, and its calendar of
historical events, abounding in famous dates of victories and defeats
in the strugrle against Stalinist communism for the freedom of the
Ukraine and for the interests of all mankind, Is this not sufficient
reason for setting up independent broadeasts for the Ukrainian people?

If this 1s not possible - if it is not posaible either to open
up the Volee of America or to close it down altogether - then we, the
whole Ukrainian emipration, exercising our human rights, will protest
bafore the whole world in the name of our people apainst the use of
the Ukrainlan language to the injury of our people, to their ruin, and
to the strengthening of Russian imperialism,

Such a Volee of America for the Ukrainian people as there has been
up to the present time is destroying the remaining faith of this psople
in their 1iberation. ' '

Respectfully yours, EESTR,GTED

Ivan Bagry
Ukrainian writer and many years a priscner of Soviet prisons,

~ END - - 10 -

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/21 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100070054-5



