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‘Location and General Description
1. The town of Elk /N 53-30, E 22-217 was located about 90 lm. north-
© west of B;algstoﬂ 53-08, E 23-0 Fggggpggt 150 km. northeast
of Warsaw, It was situated on a lake 50X1
not kmow; the Elk River flowed through the town. The city on

a multi-track, standard gmoge RR line that made connections with
‘all points in Poland. dee memory sketch./

2. Elk had about 24,000 inhabitants. [ T0% of 50X1
these inhabitants were women and children up to the age of 15.
The men in the town were mostly young men in their early twentles
o "caiie mostly from farms. Most of the residents
ere former displaced persons who had come to Elk in about 1945
EF@% such places as Ivov, the reglon of Vilnius, the terriioty; of
|alystek, the Fegions of Tarnopol, and Central Poland; the speech
sharacteristics of the inhabitants of Elk included colloquial
expressions and accents peculiar to these areas. There did not
lgggﬂﬁgﬂbqwqggi§§§§p_Qifferepce in customs between the varlous
roups of the population; but as to clothing, the migrants
{rom the hinterland were easily recognizable by théir large heavy
: voéte and bulky clothing. They preferred] to wear wool caps
" ipgtead of hats, the normel headgear in the city; and in winter
they wore the heavy sheep-lined Mackinaw coats.

50X1 -

3. There was no 1law which restrfctéd the movémetits 6f the local popu-
lation. Within the town people were free to go wherever they chose.
If a person wantedito leave the town of Elk for about a week to
visit a ¢ity (for example, Poznan), it was necessary for him to
gﬁpott to the Runlelpal People's Council (Meijska Rada Narodowa)
whigh issued to him a statement that he was making a visit to

gg%gaa;;wThég statement wds to be presented to the clerk at the

hotel 1n Poznan wheré the person intended to stay. However, 1f

~ one planned to staylwith friends, this statement was not necessary.
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5.

- 2- : o]

+t was merely an aid in helping one to 1dentify éneself, because
hotels were almost always checked by Citizen's Pélice (MilicJja
Obywatelska - MO) who searched for people without proper identifi-
cation. In order te move permanently from thé town of Elk to a
city such as Poznan 1t was necessary for one first to present to
the Municipal Penple's Counell sufficient reason for moving.

The most common and acceptable reason was proof of having been
accepted for work in Poznan. In making a permanent move, one
would have hils name deleted from the record of residence in the
office of the Municipal People's Council and upon arrival in
Poznan he would have his name added to the records of the Poznan
Munleipal People's Council,

There was no regular check of the personal doduments of individuals.
The checking of documents, which occured least frequently of all

in the streets, was done at random, However, Hotel residents

could expect to be checked regularly, perhaps because the Citizen's
Police felt that the probability was greater of finding outsiders
at a hotel. (If one disturbed the peace, hls documents would
certainly be checked.)

—

a .
/ mong his documents,
L \would have to be one's N ary Booklet which con-

‘tailned his service record; and the Work Booklet, which showed
the type and place of occupation.

b. Relatlions between the civilian population and the members of
the military were friendly. Civilians mixed easily with
soldiers.

There was a eritlcal shortage of housing space. Every avallable

lace to live, 1lncluding badly floored basercsits, was beling used
[EIfjin Elk. People seemed always Lo be looking for a
place to live. The sporadiec bullding ofunew residences was
negliglible, hardly enough to take care of the demand.

Collectivization

6‘

8.

There appeared[:::::lto be very little collectivization.

there was no collectivization in the following villages;
Monki, which was about 60 km. northeast of Elk; Morzy, about three
kilometers northeast of Elk; Siedlisko, about three kilometers
southeast of Elk; Ruda, 25 lm. northeast of Elk:; and Nowa Wies,
about six kilometers east of Elk. the most collectivi-
zation was taking place scmewhere to the north of Elk. |

|
[ Storage, however, was probably in the

‘railroad warehouses point 36 on the
sketeh/. As to tra , eas and Elk,
there was very little.
' Railroads
T. The Elk RR line had no special name. This RR line, asfwell as

others in Poland, was referred to as the State Rallreoad (Pan-
stwowa Kole] ). Its tracks were standard gauge., There was a
narrew gauge, double.track that crossed the bridge Zfbint 20 on
the attached sketcé?. This narrow gauge track extended as far
: of Wisnlewa, which was about 30 km. southeast of Elk;
[::;:ztﬂj§t went beyond Wisnlewa. Small passenger trains and
metimes small frelght trains travelladd this route.

The Elk RR station /Point 21 on the Sketeh/, had only one building.
This building was about 70 m. long, 25 m. wide, and two storiles
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igh. It @as ol brics songvruction. The building housed the
LuBlnese . ruee Sl vnu selllbad; ticket sales windows, reszt rooms,
2 walting oom, a smai. recreatlon Toom, 2 restaurant, and a
telegraph Btation.

-

e

o

There were iuwi passenger piaviorms /See Sketeh/.

A tunnei led from iie AR staties Lo the platforms. _There

was also a tunnel , _=signated 4s Folnt 22 on Sketch/ that

led under he X tracks from Ogrodowa Street to the RR station.
The turmicl was about 50 m, long, 3 m. wide, and about 2% m.
high., it was lined with tile.

g. There were about six standare Kaugs RR Lrasks between the passenger

atation and the freighl 8y

Gk ra 510 was the marshalling

area. The [relghs Bintlon wes a singls, low bvarracks-type
puilding 50 to 80 m. iongi, it bad uns icuding ramp. There was

ni roundhouse or lepa.l oy sepaira were probably done in
hialystok.
50X1 o o
10, i
Most of the nutgoing freight; [was agricultural,
50X1 a. | the Ri cquipwment included about three
50X1 locomGL ves. SLALEEN paBsenger call, and about thirty frelght
cars; aii ol enosc[::i::::::::]appearaﬁ Lo ue in good condition.
b. The RR tracks were under constant muard by railroad guards
referred to &s SOK's \ | 80Xt
50X1 ‘ They w6fé‘aiFE‘EIﬁé‘ﬁﬁifﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁgéffFigﬁgbarBlnes.

Bridges /Numbers reter to legend designi.iuis.

11. a. Railroad Bridge No. 19 had a 5uinbidls dese JLie LracKe Loe
bridge was ©i conureis, reinfoi: ki ., with vertical con-
erete supports. 1L was about G o, wig zod about T m. high,

b. Railroad Bridge No. 20 had & rrow gauge double track. It
was about 50 m., long and 7 m. igh. The bridge was of comcrete,
reinforced by steel, with concrete, vertical supports.

i ¢. Bridge No. 32 was a vehicle and pedestrisn bridge of concrete,
H reinforced by steei. 1t was about 130 . im length, 10 m.
;§ wide, and 7 m. high.
?‘ d. Bridge No. 33 was a vehlcle and pedestrian bridge of concrete,
¢ reinforced by steel, with vertical concrete supports. It was
about 70 m. in length, 10 m. wide, and about 4-5 m. high.

¢. Bridge No. 34 was a wooden, pedestrian footbridge; 1t could
suzport no vehiele traffic. It was about 25-30 m. in length,
3.4 m, wide, and about 3 m. high. ;

. Bridge No. 35 was a wooden, pedestrian foot bridge. It was
about 35 m. in length, about three meters wide, and three
meters high.

Street.

12. a, Stree” {Hliea) Wojska Polsklego was paved with hard brick

{.+n, but beyond the town the paving was asphalt. 50X1

.+ ¢ nighway led 8¢ km. north to Suwalkl.

4.+ . :.-wone] was paved with hard brick ]
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2. Sﬁreét ‘Suwalska was paved with hard briek, but wis asphalt
‘heyend the town. All roads in the town wers brick paved.
i were no bottlemecks, and there wereé no particular diffi-
i 1 on these roads,dnring’thﬁfv;rionl’SUasonu.“ The traffie
“ was’ very light, comsisting mostly of military and government
‘,gf' ¢igl vehicles such as ZIS-5, ZIS-150, @AZ-151 and Russian

Inland Waterws .
13. The Elk 'River flows from east to west. .
1 it emptied into the I¥ke located on tne west
‘g1de of town. At 1its widest part. the river was about 25 m., and
at 1{s narrowest part 1t might have been four meters. The velocity
of the ¢urrent was about 10 lom, per hour.. In the spring the river
50X1 -had a tendency ‘o overrlow.1tn«btﬁksmbutﬂi1th&no'uérious effects
" to %he surrounding area.

50X1

50X1

S

y ~ |was located on the west
the town. as about 5 Im @ﬂnns‘iﬁ"l,gﬁp m, wide. In
ieg 1t reached & depth of elglit meters. The lake eonnected

¥ 0

50X1
1

50X1
‘71 50X1

~lakes in the area, and

drinking water. |
there are no airfields in The vicimity.

50X1

)

pﬁona’éxchnnge was iodﬁted 1n“thé'pont office building.

he-only telephone exe ated
ther than in the RR station and in the pest office brilding, there
Wére n¢ public telephones in Elk. Retall stores had private business
t4lephones. ~The telephones were not dlal telspiones. All tele-

phone lines were strung from poles. There were ne underground
. eables. | 50X1
A

L - S \

16, A tgi@g?,'h station was also located i@;ﬁhe post office ahd An the

( RR station. | k’& 50X1

a ﬂn ’

television in the city of | k; there was no radio
, hearest radio statien was in the town of  50x1
jomé of the home radio receivers used were : Mazura,
sh make which retailed for about 1,380 zloty;.
i-tube Polish make which retailed for sbout 950 zloty;
wbe Czech make which retailed at 1,800-2,500 zloty.
pan receivers were in use, ‘Jamming was not suecessful,
ould be heard with a reagonsble amount of clarity.
.cé was located in the post offiece bullding where
‘register th 'y the taxes thereon. ] 50X1

r sets and"

f 1ég7bg;1§ing oint 11 ~i ‘ ,oiQiﬁoﬁf_lQ x 40 m.
stories high of brick construction. The Post Office

18. L 3
Lad was ‘three sLorle gnstruetl "
Department’ was located on the first fleor of this bullding. \ 50X1

“19.ﬁ - S

50X1 “The

&nd there szes»d to be restrictl “om; the use of power, because
#oKe eveniugs &l 1ights would be grqu_oﬁt“foryane.gr two

50X1 hours. | “~n electric 11ght bulb would last for about

N -

250 hours vefore ii ©.. :d owb.
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Water Supply

20. There was a water tower which supplied the town's drinking water.

This was the only water tower in Elk and was about 70 m. high. 50X1
50X1 \ lthe supply of drinking water came from| ‘ 50X1
50X1 |the adioining lake. Water was piped 1Into
50X1 all homes. \

[ Sometimes In the spring
people were told to boll thelr water before drinking.

S0X1g1, The entire town
was not supplled with gas for cooking. The homes located on the
streets Armja Czerwona, Kosciuszkl, Slowackiego, and Daszynsklego
used gas for cooking. Other areas in the town used coal or wood
stoves.

Agriculture

22. In order of limportance the crops sown in 1952 were potatoes,
sugar beets, rye, and cabbage. | because of the unwill- 50X1
ingness of people to work on collective farms, there was a short-
age of farm help. Moastly old people accepted Jjobs on the collective
50X1 farms. there were about 15 people to work an area of
" Dbetween 100-150 hectares, and that there was usually only one
tractor to work this area, so that much food was wasted. In the

winters of 194 1650, and 1951, unharvested crops lying in 50X1
50X1 the fields.
50X123, a/gzech iSzkoda tractor was used and a Brildog
50X1 tractor . |

There Was Ghi¢ “TACLOD mechanic

assigned to a collective farm.

50X124 , \the number of privately owned liveutock, such as
poultry, hogs, cows and sheep had increased. At various times it
would be mentioned by farmers that instead of one cow or hog

50X1 they now had three |

Enclosure: Memory Sketch and Legend of Elk
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Légend L0 Memory Sketeh of Elk

1. Teacherb Acade +  (Lyceum Peaagogiczny); a four-story, briek
bullding, 30 % E% m.

2. Civilian & arﬁmemt house: 'tuo—ntory, of briek construetion, 15 x
30 m. ’

3. Department store: (Powszechny Dom Towarowy - PDT): a three-story
ErEcE bullding, abcut 20 x 50 m.

4. (ivilian apartment house: 15 x 30 m., three stories high, of -
brieck cona%rucfion.
5. @ivillan & artment house and restaurant: 15 x 35 m, three stories
. high, of Brlck construction.

. 6. Church: of brick construction, about 25 x 50 m.

Music school: twe-story brick building, about 15 x 30 m.
8. civilian apartment house: bakery on the ground floor: three
storles high, 15 X 30 m., of brick coustruction.

9. State-owned retail store: (Mie jeki Handel Détaliczny - MHD):
ree~-story bric 0 ng, about 15 x 30 m.

10. Civ:i:lian apartment houses photographer's shop on the ground
Tloor; 15 X 30 m., three stories high, of brick construction.
11. Post office

12. Office for the District Citizens Pollice: {Miii:zla Obywatelska):
aEpuE 5 x 00 m., Two stories high, and of brick constructien.

13. Agartment building: occupied by higher ranking officers of the
nfantry HReg ment; two-stoery brick building, sbout 15 x 20 m.

14, Civilian & artment house: about 23 x 30 m, and about three
stories EIEE.

15. Commercial Academy: (Lyceum Handlowy); a three-story, briek build-
ing, about B0 X a% m,

16. Water tower: about TO m. high.

17. Hotel: the first floor is & restaurant, and on the second story
Were rooms; 25 x 40 m., of brieck construetieon.

18. Cemetery: about 300 x 800 m., it was on a hill.

19. Railroad bridge: standard gauge tracks.

20. 3silroad bridge: with narrow gauge traekai

21. Raillroad station: A, B, C, and D are passéngbr platforms.

22, “unnel: leading from Uliea Ogrodowa to opposite side of tracks;
& branch of this tunnel led to the RR statlon.

23. Buildinﬁ: contained offices of the railroad; 30 x 40 m., two stor-
1es In height, of brick construetion.

oli, Kindergartzn: 10 x 20 m., two stories in height, of brick con-
aErucEEon. .
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25.

Headquarters: three story building, 15 x

26. Aglrtment houses for army officorlz 20 x 60 n., four stories hish,
Tick constructlon. |

27. (Wo Jskowa Kononda Re Jonowa - wxn);

Reglonal Induetion COmmisnion.
15 x 25 m., WO storles high, of brick construction.

s0x1 28. District hospital: 30 x 80 m., three stories high, of brick con-
" } ¢ W%
474‘4JEEEF§4W§F§*iBEﬁf‘TSﬁT”G?ATIV0‘HﬁUté?l}» S

29, Home of thc ommandin erficer of the 18th Divisien: 15 x 25 m.,
wo storie gh, construction. ; nding Officer's
name was CQIGnel LUBANSKI, a Russian. '

30. Offilce cf foresters: 15 x 30 m., three ltoriel high, of brick
construction.

50X1 31, Prisen: located on & small ialand.w Lthis was & 50X1
ticel prison./ | 50X1
S
#‘,‘gdjgroupl of Tive or six taken beyond the town to work.
soxt ‘If’waa a four-story bnildins, of briek oonttruction‘
“32., Bridge
"33. Bridge
34, Bridge
35. Bridge

36. RR fregght‘ltatien
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