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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF SVAZARM

General Characteristiocs

1, |

‘the Association for Cooperation with the Army 50Xt

(Svazarm - 8vez pro spolupraci s armadou) wasg introduced in Czecho=
slovakia in or about July 1952. Its purposs, he stated, was to
educate 1ts members in skills needed for defense of the homeland in
the svent of a war,

Prior to the introduction of Svazarm, various sport clubs existed

in Czechoslovakia, such as the Czechoslovak Auto Club, Radio-
telegraphers' Club, Dog Training Club, Carrier Pigeon Trainers!
Club, and Glider Pilots! Club named Doslet (Voluntary Association

of People's Aviation - Dobrovolny svaz lidoveho letectvy). In the
summer of 1952 all such sports clubs and their property were nation-

alized and reorggg;zggglnLQASIazaxmhgﬁ 50X1
50X1

Svazarm was a purely ecivilian organization and was not subordinate

to the army. However, supplies, such as rifles, ammunition, grenades

and the use of airbase facilities including runways and landing

strips were contributed by the army. The regional Svazarm Secre- "
tariat supplied various individual glider clubs with material for -
repalrs, parachutes,end glider tow ropes, Membership fee in the

Svazarm Aero club was 200 crowns per year (old currency) and it

was open to both sexes from age 16 on, ‘
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4, The Svazarm Aero e¢lub had a national publication entitled "Kridla
vlastl" (Wings of the Homeland) which was published bi-weekly.
50X1

Noﬁ-uilgtagx Training ' \

5. the following non-military traim- 50X1
ng was avallable through Svazarm: glider flying course, a radio-
telegraphers! course, a parachutist dourse, a dog trainers!'! course,

a8 pigeon handling course, and an automotlive course. Normally, the
various Svazarm course groups had thelr regular meeting places in-
dependent from other courses. Training was conducted at these meet-
-dng places. o '

6. Every course was headed by a ecommittee which was subordinate to the
"distriet Svazarm secretariat, District seoretariats were subordinate
to regiomal centers which, in turn, were subordinate to the central
Svazarm office in Prague., The country was divided into 10 Svazarm
regions which, in turn, were sub-divided into distriets. The in-
struction of each Svazarm section was oconducted by one of its members
and was performed as & patriotio duty. Instructors received no pay.

Milltary Iralpning by Clubs
7. Two types of military training were offered by the Svazarm clubs 50X1
_|and | this may also have been 50X

general for all Svazarm clubs in Czeohoslovakia, These two types

were pre-induction training and general training of all Svazarm club 50X1
members regardless of previous military service, General training

was compulsory for the members of socurcels Svazarm Aepo olub.

8, The Aero club regulations provided that all members had to take one-
half hour of general military training before each glider flying
practice period, Training itself consisted of elose-order drill,
preliminary instruction on rifle firing, and grenade throwing. Each
training session was conducted by a elub member who had completed
his compulsory military training and was in the Army reserve. Each
training period was devoted to only one subject. \ \ 50X1
further information on this type of training.

9. Pre-induction military trainin was given in a special branch of ‘
Svazarm called %reoruit training). 50X1

pre-induction physieal in Prerov (N 49-27, : - in 501
 1952-and. at that time, those who passed the physiocal
were sutomatically assigned to this group. 50Xx1

They were algo encouraged to Join a non-military Svazarm seotion
of their cholce, but this was not compulsory.

10, During the imterval be#ween the first péé-inductian physical exam-

ination and actually reporting for active dut - 50X1

written invitation about once a momth from distriet military 50X1

geadqnartera,*stamped with a Svazarm seal, which read as follows:

‘Be present for the recrult training (skoleni brance) at 0800 ‘hours

at (location designated)", The gkoleml brance given by Svazarm was 50X1

always scheduled for Sunday mornings and was held in the local

brewery, which had an adjoining large dance hall and a vard. [ | 50X1
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Iniforms and Insignia

11, | no speclal uniforms were issued to Svazarm
members in Prerov, Members received only 'a cloth insigre printed
in several colors and elliptical -in shape, It was worn over the
left breast pocket on eivilian clothes by members desiring to do
8o, For a detalled sketeh of this- e :
report, ‘ 50X1

Posgible Svazarm Civil Defense Training

le, [::::::]did not know whether .or not Svazarm had any comnection with 501
any civil defense program, although|  |there was & possi= sox1
b1lity of it because of the following incident, |

e 50X1

]
L |the rest center dlrector, Viastimll Strnad, who was ebout 50X1
55 years old and an ardent Communist, was appointed as a oivil
defense trustee by some authority unknown Strned was 50X1
scheduled to attend civil defense training sometime in the summer 50X1
of 1954 at the Svazarm secretariat located in Uhersky Brod (N 49- 50X1

02, E(lz:3gliggﬁgngver, because of gg;Qﬂgidaﬁt, Strnad was indis- .

osed [
i 50X1

50X1
LOCAL SVAZARM ACTIVITIES IN PREROV ‘ 50X1

Glider Flying Section

13. The Prerov glider flying ocourse group had a elub house located in

a former restaurant where they held their weekly committee meetings

as well as pre-flight instructions., The name of the former restau-

rant was Amerika, and it was a one-story stucco building approxi-

mately 15 x 8 m, The Svazarm Aero ¢lub, however,had rented only

two rooms of this bullding, one of which, approximately four by
%%, three meters, was set aside as a storage room where nine parachut /
.~ &8nd about six old army rifles, CZ Model 24, were kept. pfgg} 50X1 L

' ‘the Aero club recelved the items listed above from the

50X1

\
I

vazarm secretariat in Olomouc, The Prercov Svazarm Aero ¢lub also 50X1

had two cars =~ a Mercedes and a Hudson. These were used to take

members to the local or neighboring’ airports and to the mearby 50X1
50X1 mountaing from WhgIﬂ;ﬁliﬂﬂrﬂgﬂﬁregiﬂﬁmﬂLg# 50X1
14, 50X1

1

\ _ | members of 50X

The club committee were elected once a year and that they served

a one year term,
L5. The Aeroc elub was headed by Zdenek Zboril, approximate age 35,

until October 1953.. From October 1953 until the end of January

1954, 1t was 1led by Fritz (fnu), approximate age 35; and from

the end of January 1954 until | ‘August 1954, 50X

Joseph Walger, approximate age 37, was 1ln oharge. Aside from

being in charge of the club, these men were also glider flying S0X1

instructora at the same time, since they were veteran glider pilots. 5uxq

Ve MR VAWED Vi VHLD urgan=
Lw i':Rﬂ:fz[fjt-egulau:- training schedules
ere 1lssued by the dist secretarlat, which preseribed various

phases of training to be completed each month, Written monthly

50X1
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reports in eompliance with such directives were submlitted to the
secretariat by member ¢lubs,

17. Only 10 percent of the total membership of the Aero elub was exeused
from such military training, according to the regulations then in
forece, In Prerov, the former Doslet %now Svazarm) members were
included in this 10 percent and thereby avoided such training,
which was disliked by all members, The former Doslet members,
numbering about 15, eonstituted the backbone of the Prerov Aero
elub, since they not only instructed new members in glider flying

50x1 but were members of the club committee as well, About seven of the
former Doslet members who were between the ages of 23 and 35 had

SOXT sompleted compulsory military sérvice; the reg;;ugTe 18 years

S0X1 o014, \

50X1

50X1

18, In order to assure themselves of c¢ontinued glider flying and to avoid
military drills, a campaign to incredse membership was conducted by
e¢lub members, The recrulting drive was organized by the man in

charge of the c¢lub committee, "Approximately 8, average 50X1
age 18 years, were signed up prior] but, only
90 showed wp to attend the pre-f1i se, There were no female

members in the Prerov Aero elub,

19, The pre-flight course lasted #e'weeks"with'rour hours of instruction
, each week, This basic pre~flight coursé soverad the following
subjects; navigatien, aerodynamics, thecry of flight, and neteor=
‘ology. Omly wpon completion of this c¢ourse were new members perw
mitted to start glider flying, However, out of the 90 members who
started this eourse, only five completed it. The rest lest
interest, dropped out, and were members on paper only,

20, The Prerov. Aero ¢lub had an assigned hangar at the local Army
alrbase, where they stored six gliders, The club had one each
of the follewing marks: Kmotr, Soha J-25, SohaJ-125, Kra janek,
.Grune-Baby, and Gruno-Baby IIe,

21, The Army Air Force personnel of the Prerov airbase proved to be
very cooperative with the loecal Svazarm Aerc b, At Aerc club 50X1
monthly meetings, an Air Foree major in 50X4
charge of operations st Prerov airbase was always present while
@ schedule for glider flying was being discussed and set wup.,

gaggtroop4Sect;og ‘
' 50X1

22. Duwe to the fact that members of the Paratroop Secstion frequently 50X1

borrowe he. Svazarm Aero club's arachut 50X1
50X1
‘ 50X1
3+ The Parachute Section (or club) had about 30 members in all,
: ‘Appreximately'es were boys and five were girls, all between the
‘ages of 18 and 24, The chief (nacelnik) was Mik (fnu), a former
Czech Army paratroop officer (rank, former assignment, and training
unknown to source), now an inactive reservist, Members practiced
their parachute Jumping at an area set aside fo ose, 50X1
located about one kilometer from Prerov, ( know
50x1 the exaet location of the training area,) : alning twice

a week which lasted the entire afternoon, They also participated . :
in night marches and were armed with SMG's (types and models un-
)s Preparatorpy eéxercises for parachute Jamping
, ore year, For their airplane Jumps they went to the Nove
Sady eivilian airport in Olomous, ' C
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Colors:
Overali background -~ white
Star - red

Czechoslovak coat

of arms (the lion) - silver
Hammer and sickle - gold
Wreath of linden f

tree leaves - green
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